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PREFACE. 


The  present  volume,  is,  with  the  exception  of  one  discourse,  a 
republication  of  various  tracts,  which  were  called  forth  by  particu-* 
lar  occasions,  and  which  were  never  intended  to  appear  in  their 
present  form. — The  reader  cannot  be  more  aware  than  I  am,  that 
they  need  many  and  great  changes;  but  they  would  probably  have 
never  been  republished,  had  I  waited  for  leisure  to  conform  them  to 
my  ideas  of  what  they  should  be,  or  to  make  them  more  worthy  of 
the  unexpected  favor  which  they  have  received.  The  articles,  in 
genera],  were  intended  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  times  when  they 
were  written,  and  to  place  what  I  deem  great  truths,  within  reach 
of  the  multitude  of  men.  If  the  reader  will  bear  in  mind  this 
design,  some  defects  will  more  readily  be  e:^cused.  The  second 
review,  in  particular,  should  be  referred  to  the  date  of  its  original 
publication. 

Certain  tracts,  which  drew  a  degree  of  attention  on  their  first 
appearance,  have  been  excluded  from  this  volume.  My  reasons 
for  so  doing  are  Arious.  Some  have  been  omitted,  because''  they 
seem  to  me  of  little  or  no  worth;  some,  because  they  do  not  ex- 
press sufficiently  my  present  views;  and  some,  because  they  owed 
their  interest  to  events,  which  have  faded  more  or  less  from  the  pub- 
lic mind.  In  their  present  form,  I  wish  none  of  them  to  be  found 
in  a  collection  of  my  writings. 

I  esteem  it  a  privilege,  that  my  writings  have  called  foich  many 
strictures,  and  been  subjected  to  an  unsparing  criticism.  I  know 
tiiat  in  some  things  I  must  have  erred.  I  cannot  hope,  that  even  in 
my  most  successful  efforts,  I  have  done  full  justice  to  any  great 
troth.     Deeply  conscious  of  my  fallibleness,  I  wish  none  of  my  opin- 
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ions  to  be  taken  on  trust,  nor  wi>uld  I  screen  any  from  the  most 
rigorous  examination.  If  my  opponents  have  exposed  my  errors, 
I  owe  them  a  great  debt;  and  should  I  fail,  through  the  force  of 
prejudice,  to  see  and  acknowledge  my  obligation  to  them  in  this 
life,  I  hope  to  do  so  in  the  future  world. 

I  have  declined  answering  the  attacks  made  on  my  writings, 
not  from  contempt  of  my  opponents,  among  whom  are  men  of  dis- 
tinguished ability  and  acknowledged  virtue,  but  because  I  believed 
that  I  should  do  myself  and  others  more  good,  by  seeking  higher 
and  wider  views,  than  by  defending  what  I  had  already  offered.  I 
feared  that  my  mind  might  become  stationary  by  lingering  round 
my  own  writings.  I  never  doubted,  that  if  anything  in  these 
were  worthy  to  live,  it  would  survive  all  assaults,  and  I  was  not 
anxious  to  uphold  for  a  moment,  what  was  doomed,  by  its  want  of 
vital  energy,  to  pass  away. 

There  is  one  charge,  to  which,  it  may  be  thought,  that  I  ought 
to  have  replied, — the  charge  of  misrepresenting  the  opinions  of  my 
opponents.  When  I  considered,  however,  that  in  so  doing,  I  should 
involve  myself  in  personal  controversy,  the  worst  of  all  con- 
troversies, I  thought  myself  bound  to  refrain.  Had  I  entered  on 
this  discussion,  I  must  have  spoken  with  great  freedom,  and  should 
have  caused  great  exasperation.  I  must  have  set  down  as  a  grave 
moral  offence,  the  disingenuousness  so  common  at  the  present  day, 
which,  under  pretence  of  maintaining  old  opinions,  so  disguises 
and  discolors  them,  that  they  can  with  difficulty  be  recognised.  I 
must  have  thrown  back  the  charge  of  misrepresentation,  and  shown 
how  unfairly  I  was  reproached  with  ascribing  to  my  adversaries 
opinions,  which  I  supposed  them  to  reject,  and  which  I  only  af- 
firmed to  be  necessarily  involved  in  their  acknowledged  doctrines 
I  must  have  met  the  quotations  from  their  standard  authors,  which 
were  arrayed  against  me,  by  showing,  that  these  were  examples  of 
the  self-contradiction,  or  inconsistency,  which  is  inseparable  from 
error.  What  kind  of  a  controversy  would  have  grown  out  of  such  a 
reply,  can  easily  be  conjectured.  I  certainly  did  not  think,  that,  by 
provoking  it,  I  should  aid  the  cause  of  good  morals  or  good  man 
ners,  of  piety  or  peace.  That  I  have  never  been  unjust  to  those 
who  differ  from  me,  I  dare  not  say;. for  in  this  particular,  better  men 
than  myself  oflen  err.  Perhaps,  too,  I  ought  to  apprehend,  that 
I  have  sometimes  wanted  due  deference  to  the  feelings  of  those, 
whose  opinions  I  have  called  in  question;  for  I  have  been  oudlv 
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reproached  with  the  want  of  christian  tenderness.  I  can  only  say, 
and  here  I  speak  confidently,  that  I  have  written  nothing  in  anger, 
or  unkindness;  and  that  I  now  retain  the  strong  language  which 
has  given  offence,  only  because  it  seems  to  me  to  be  demanded  by 
the  greatness  of  the  truths  which  I  defend,  and  of  the  errors  which 
I  oppose. 

It  is  due  to  myself  to  say,  that  the  controversial  character  of  a 
part  of  this  volume,  is  to  be  ascribed,  not  to  the  love  of  disputation, 
but  to  the  circumstances  in  which  I  was  called  to  write.  It  was  my 
lot  to  enter  on  public  life  at  a  time  when  this  part  of  the  country 
was  visited,  by  what  I  esteem  one  of  its  sorest  scourges;  I  mean,  by 
a  revival  of  the  spirit  of  intolerance  and  persecution.  I  saw  the 
commencement  of  those  systematic  efforts,  which  have  been  since 
developed,  for  fastening  on  the  community  a  particular  creed. 
Opinions,  which  I  thought  true  and  purifying,  were  not  only  assail- 
ed as  errors,  but  branded  as  crimes.  Then  began,  what  seems 
to  me  one  of  the  gross  immoralities  of  our  times,  the  practice  of 
aspersing  the  characters  of  exemplary  men,  on  the  ground  of  differ- 
ences of  opinion  as  to  the  most  mysterious  articles  of  faith.  Then 
began  those  assaults  on  freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  which,  had 
they  succeeded,  would  have  left  us  only  the  name  of  religious  liberty. 
Then  it  grew  perilous  to  search  the  scriptures  for  ourselves,  and  to 
speak  freely  according  to  the  convictions  of  our  own  minds.  I  saw 
that  penalties,  as  serious  in  this  country  as  fine  and  imprisonnient, 
were,  if  possible,  to  be  attached  to  the  profession  of  liberal  views  of 
Christianity,  the  penalties  of  general  hatred  and  scorn;  and  that  a 
degrading  uniformity  of  opinion  was  to  be  imposed  by  the  severest 
persecution,  which  the  spirit  of  the  age  would  allow.  At  such  a 
period,  I  dared  not  be  silent.  To  oppose  what  I  deemed  error  was 
to  me  a  secondary  consideration.  My  first  duty,  as  I  believed,  was, 
to  maintain  practically  and  resolutely  the  rights  of  the  human  mind;  * 
to  live  and  to  suffer,  if  to  suffer  were  necessary,  for  that  intellect- 
ual and  religious  liberty,  which  I  prize  incomparably  more  than  my 
civil  rights.  I  felt  myself  called,  not  merely  to  plead  in  general  for 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  but,  what  was  more  important  and 
trying,  to  assert  this  freedom  by  action.  I  should  have  felt  myself 
disloyal  to  truth  and  freedom,  had  I  confined  myself  to  vague  com- 
monplaces about  our  rights,  and  forborne  to  bear  my  testimony 
expressly  and  specially  to  proscribed  and  persecuted  opinions.  The 
times  required  that  a  voice  of  strength  and  courage  should  be  lifted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VUl  PREFACE. 

up,  and  I  rejoice,  that  I  was  found  among  those  by  whom  it  was 
uttered  and  sent  far  and  wide.  The  timid,  sensitive,  diffident  and 
doubting,  needed  this  voice;  and  without  it,  would  have  been  over- 
borne by  the  clamor  of  intolerance.  If  in  any  respect  I  have 
rendered  a  service  to  humanity  and  religion,  which  may  deserve  to 
be  remembered,  when  I  shall  be  taken  away,  it  is  in  this.  I  be- 
lieve, that  had  not  the  spirit  of  religious  tyranny  been  met,  as  it 
was,  by  unyielding  opposition  in  this  region,  it  would  have  fastened 
an  iron  yoke  on  the  necks  of  this  people.  The  cause  of  religious 
freedom  owes  its  present  strength  to  nothing  so  much,  as  to  the  con- 
stancy and  resolution  of  its  friends  in  this  quarter.  Here  its  chief 
battle  has  been  fought,  and  not  fought  in  vain.  The  spirit  of  intol 
erance  is  not  indeed  crushed;  but  its  tones  are  subdued,  and  its 
menaces  impotent,  compared  with  what  they  would  have  been,  had  it 
prospered  in  its  efforts  here. 

The  remarks,  now  offered,  have  been  intended  to  meet  the 
objection  which  may  be  made  to  this  volume,  of  being  too  contro- 
versial. Other  objections  may  be  urged  against  it.  Very  possibly 
it  may  seem  to  want  perfect  consistency.  I  have  long  been  con- 
scious, that  we  are  more  in  danger  of  being  enslaved  to  our  own 
opinions,  especially  to  such  as  we  have  expressed  and  defended, 
than  to  those  of  any  other  person;  and  I  have  accordingly  desired 
to  write  without  any  reference  to  my  previous  publications,  or 
without  any  anxiety  to  acconunodate  my  present  to  my  past  views. 
In  treatises,  prepared  in  this  spirit  and  at  distant  intervab,  some  in- 
congruity of  thought  or  feeling  can  hardly  fail  to  occur. 

By  some,  an  opposite  objection  may  be  urged,  that  the  volume 
has  too  much  repetition.  This  could  not  weU  be  avoided  in  arti- 
cles written  on  similar  topics  or  occasions;  written,  too,  without  any 
reference  to  each  other,  and  in  the  expectation  that  each  would  be 
read  by  many,  into  whose  hands  the  others  would  not  probably  fall. 
I  must  add,  that  my  interest  in  certain  great  truths,  has  made  me 
anxious  to  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  enforce  them;  nor 
do  I  feel  as  if  they*  were  urged  more  frequently,  than  their  impor- 
tance demands. 

I  ought  not  to  close  this  Preface,  without  expressing  my  obliga- 
ion  to  two  of  my  most  valued  friends,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tuckerman  of 
Boston,  and  Professor  Norton,  of  Cambridge,  without  whose  solio- 
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itadons  and  encouragements,  I  might  have  wanted  confidence,  un- 
der the  lassitude  of  feeble  health,  to  attempt  the  little  which  I  have 
done  for  the  cause  of  religion  and  freedom. 

I  will  onlj  add,  that  whilst  I  attach  no  great  value  to  these 
articles,  I  still  should  not  have  submitted  to  the  labor  of  partially 
revising  them,  did  I  not  believe,  that  thev  set  forth  some  great 
truths,  which,  if  carried  out  and  enforced  oy  more  gifted  minds, 
may  do  much  for  human  improvement.  If,  by  anything  which  I 
have  written,  I  may  be  an  instrument  of  directing  such  minds 
more  seriously  to  the  claims  and  true  greatness  of  our  nature,  I 
shall  be  most  grateful  to  Grod.  This  subject  deserves  and  will 
sooner  or  later  engage  the  profoundest  meditations  of  wise  and 
good  men.  I  have  done  for  it  what  I  cotild;  but  when  I  think  of 
its  grandeur  and  importance,  I  earnestly  desire  and  anticipate  for 
it  more  worthy  advocates.  In  truth,  I  shall  see  with  no  emotion 
but  joy  these  fugitive  productions  forgotten  and  lost  in  the  superior 
brightness  of  writings  consecrated  to  the  work  of  awakening 
in  the  human  soul  a  consciousness  of  its  divine  and  immortal 
powers. 

W.  E.  C. 

Bofton,  April,  1880. 
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A  Treatise  on  Christian  Doctrine,  compiled  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  alone. 
By  John  Milton.  Translated  from  the  Original  by  Charles  R.  Svm- 
NKB,  M.  A.  Librarian  and  Histonogiapher  to  His  Majesty,  and  Preben- 
dary of  Canterbury.  From  the  London  Edition.  Boston.  1825. 
2  vols.  8vo. 

The  discovery  of  a  work  of  Milton,  unknown  to  his 
own  times,  is  an  important  event  in  literary  history. 
The  consideration,  that  we  of  this  age  are  the  first  read- 
ers of  this  Treatise,  naturally  heightens  our  interest  in 
it ;  for  we  seem  in  this  way  to  be  brought  nearer  to  the 
author,  and  to  sustain  the  same  relation  which  his  co- 
temporaries  bore  to  his  writings.  The  work  opens 
with  a  salutation,  which,  from  any  other  man,  might  be 
chargeable  with  inflation ;  but  which  we  feel  to  be  the 
natural  and  appropriate  expression  of  the  spirit  of  Mil- 
ton. Endowed  with  faculties,  which  have  been 
imparted  to  few  of  our  race,  and  conscious  of  having 
consecrated  them  through  life  to  God  and  mankind,  he 
•rose  without  eflbrt  or  affectation  to  the  style  of  an 
Apostle. — *  John  Milton,  to  all  the  Churches  of 
Christ,  and  to  all  who  profess  the  Christian 
Faith  throughout  the  world,  peace,  and  the  re- 
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cognition  of  the  truth,  and  eternal  salvation  in 
God  the  Father,  and  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 
Our  ears  are  the  first  to  hear  this  benediction,  and 
it  seems  not  so  much  to  be  borne  to  us  from  a  dis- 
tant age,  as  to  come  immediately  from  the  sainted 
spirit,  by  which  it  was  indited. 

Without  meaning  to  disparage  the  'Treatise  on 
Christian  Doctrine,'  we  may  say  that  it  owes  very  much 
of  the  attention,  which  it  has  excited,  to  the  fame  of  its 
author.  We  value  it  chiefly  as  showing  us  the  mind 
of  Milton  on  that  subject,  which,  above  all  others,  pres- 
ses upon  men  of  thought  and  sensibility.  We  want  to 
know  in  what  conclusions  such  a  man  rested  after  a 
life  of  extensive  and  profound  research,  of  magnanimous 
efforts  for  freedom  and  his  country,  and  of  communion 
with  the  most  gifted  minds  of  his  own  and  former  times. 
The  book  derives  its  chief  interest  from  its  author,  and 
accordingly  there  seems  to  be  a  propriety  in  introducing 
our  remarks  upon  it  with  some  notice  of  the  character 
of  Milton.  We  are  not  sure  that  we  could  have  ab- 
stained from  this  subject,  even  if  we  had  not  been  able 
to  offer  so  good  an  apology  for  attempting  it.  The  in- 
tellectual and  moral  qualities  of  a  great  man  are  attrac- 
tions not  easily  withstood,  and  we  can  hardly  serve 
others  or  ourselves  more,  than  by  recalling  to  him  the 
attention  which  is  scattered  among  inferior  topics. 

In  speaking  of  the  intellectual  qualities  of  Milton, 
we  may  begin  with  observing,  that  the  very  splendor  of 
his  poetic  fame  has  tended  to  conceal  or  obscure  the 
extent  of  his  mind,  and  the  variety  of  its  energies  and . 
attainments.  To  many  he  seems  only  a  poet,  when  in 
truth  he  was  a  profound  scholar,  a  man  of  vast  compass 
of  thought,  imbued  thoroughly  with  all  ancient  and  mod- 
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era  learning,  and  able  to  master,  to  mould,  to  impreg- 
nate with  his  own  intellectual  power,  his  great  and  va- 
rious acquisitions.  He  had  not  learned  the  superficial 
doctrine  of  a  later  *day,  that  poetry  flourishes  most  in 
an  uncultivated  soil,  and  that  imagination  shapes  its 
brightest  visions  from  the  mists  of  a  superstitious  age ; 
and  he  had  no  dread  of  accumulating  knowledge,  lest  it 
should  oppress  and  smother  his  genius^  He  was  con- 
scious of  that  within  him,  which  could  quicken  all 
knowledge,  and  wield  it  with  ease  and  might;  which 
could  give  freshness  to  old  truths  and  harmony  to  dis- 
cordant thoughts ;  which  could  bind  together,  by  living 
ties  and  mysterious  affinities,  the  most  remote  discov- 
eries, and  rear  fabrics  of  glory  and  beauty  from  the  rude 
materials,  which  other  minds  had  collected.  Milton  had 
that  universality  which  marks  the  highest  order  of  intel- 
lect. Though  accustomed  almost  from  infancy  to  drink 
at  the  fountains  of  classical  literature,  he  had  nothing 
of  the  pedantry  and  fastidiousness,  which  disdain  all 
other  draughts.  His  healthy  mind  delighted  in  genius, 
on  whatever  soil,  or  in  whatever  age,  it  burst  forth  and 
poured  out  its  fulness.  He  understood  too  well  the 
rights,  and  dignity,  and  pride  of  creative  imagination, 
to  lay  on  it  the  laws  of  the  Greek  or  Roman  school. 
Parnassus  was  not  to  him  the  only  holy  ground  of  ge- 
nius. He  felt  that  poetry  was  as  a  universal  presence. 
Great  minds  were  everywhere  hi?  kindred.  He  felt 
the  enchantment  of  Oriental  fiction,  surrendered  him- 
self to  the  strange  creations  of  *  Araby  the  Blest,'  and 
delighted  still  more  in  the  romantic  spirit  of  chivalry, 
and  in  the  tales  of  wonder  in  which  it  was  embodied. 
Accordingly  his  poetry  reminds  us  of  the  ocean,  which 
adds  to  its  own  boundlessness  contributions  from  all 
regions  under  heaven.  Nor  was  it  only  in  the  depart- 
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ment  of  imagination,  that  his  acquisitions  were  vast. 
He  travelled  over  the  whole  field  of  knowledge,  as  far 
as  it  had  then  been  explored.  His  various  philological 
attainments  were  used  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the 
wisdom  stored  in  all  countries,  where  the  intellect  had 
been  cultivated.  The  natural  philosophy,  metaphysics, 
ethics,  history,  theology,  and  political  science  of  his 
own  and  former  times,  were  familiar  to  him.  Never 
was  there  a  more  unconfined  mind,  and  we  would  cite 
Milton  as  a  practical  example  of  the  benefits  of  that 
universal  culture  of  intellect,  which  forms  one  distinc- 
tion of  our  times,  but  which  some  dread  as  unfriendly 
to  original  thought.  Let  such  remember,  that  mind  is 
in  its  own  nature  diffusive.  Its  object  is  the  universe, 
which  is  strictly  one,  or  bound  together  by  infinite  con- 
nexions and  correspondences ;  and  accordingly  its  natu- 
ral progress  is  from  one  to  another  field  of  thought ;  and 
wherever  original  power,  creative  genius  exists,  the 
nund,  far  from  being  distracted  or  oppressed  by  the  va- 
riety of  its  acquisitions,  will  see  more  and  more  common 
bearings  and  hidden  and  beautiful  analogies  in  all  the 
objects  of  knowledge,  will  see  mutual  light  shed  from 
truth  to  truth,  and  will  compel,  as  with  a  kingly  power, 
whatever  it  understands,  to  yield  some  tribute  of  proof, 
or  illustration,  or  splendor,  to  whatever  topic  it  would 
unfold. 

Milton's  fame  re&ts  chiefly  on  his  poetry,  and  to  this 
we  naturally  give  om  first  attention.  By  those  who 
are  accustomed  to  speak  gf  poetry  as  light  reading,  Mil- 
ton's eminence  in  this  sphere  may  be  considered  only  as 
giving  him  a  high  rank  among  the  contributors  to  public 
amusement.  Not  so  thought  Milton.  Of  all  God's 
gifts  of  intellect,  he  esteemed  poetical  genius  the  most 
transcendent. '  He  esteemed  it  in  himself  as  a  kind  of 
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inspiration,  and  wrote  his  great  works  with  something 
of  the  conscious  dignity  of  a  prophet.  We  agree  with  \  \ 
Milton  in  his  estimate  of  poetry.  It  seems  to  us  the 
diyinest  of  all  arts ;  for  it  is  the  breathing  or  expression 
of  that  principle  or  sentiment,  which  is  deepest  and  sub- 
limest  in  human  nature ;  we  mean,  of  that  thirst  or 
aspiration,  to  which  no  mind  is  wholly  a  stranger,  for 
something  purer  and  lovelier,  something  more  powerful, 
lofty,  and  thrilling  than  ordinary  and  real  life  affords. 
No  doctrine  is  more  common  among  Christians  than 
that  of  man's  immortality ;  but  it  is  not  so  generally 
understood,  that  the  germs  or  principles  of  his  whole 
future  being  are  now  wrapped  up  in  his  soul,  as  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  future  plant  in  the  seed.  As  a  necessary 
result  of  this  constitution,  the  soul,  possessed  and  moved 
by  these  mighty  though  infant  energies,  is  perpetually 
stretching  beyond  what  is  present  and  visible,  struggling 
against  the  bounds  of  its  earthly  prison-house,  and 
seeking  relief  and  joy  in  imaginings  of  unseen  and  ideal 
being.  This  view  of  our  nature,  which  has  never  been 
fully  developed,  and  which  goes  farther  towards  explain- 
ing the  contradictions  of  human  life  than  all  others,  car* 
ries  us  to  the  very  foundation  and  sources  of  poetry. 
He  who  cannot  interpret  by  his  own  consciousness 
what  we  now  have  said,  wants  the  true  key  to  works 
of  genius.  He  has  not  penetrated  those  sacred  recesses  , 
of  the  soul,  where  poetry  is  bom  and  .nourished,  and 
inhales  immortal  vigor,  and  wings  herself  for  her  heaven- 
ward flight.  In  an  intellectual  nature,  framed  for  pro- 
gress and  for  higher  modes  of  being,  there  must  be 
creative  energies,  powers  of  original  and  ever  growing 
thought ;  and  poetry  is  the  form  in  which  these  energies 
are  chiefly  manifested.  It  is  the  glorious  prerogative 
of  this  art,  that  it  *  makes  all  things  new  'for  the  gratifi- 
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cation  of  a  divine  instinct.  It  indeed  finds  its  elements 
in  what  it  actually  sees  and  experiences,  in  the  worlds 
of  matter  and  mind  ;  but  it  combines  and  blends  these 
into  new  forms  and  according  to  new  affinities ;  breaks 
down,  if  we  may  so  say,  the  distinctions  and  bounds  of 
nature ;  imparts  to  material  objects  life,  and  sentiment, 
and  emotion,  and  invests  the  mind  with  the  powers  and 
splendors  of  the  outward  creation ;  describes  the  sur- 
rounding universe  in  the  colors  which  the  passions  throw 
over  it,  and  depicts  the  soul  in  those  modes  of  repose 
or  agitation,  of  tenderness  or  sublime  emotion,  which 
manifest  its  thirst  for  a  more  powerful  and  joyful  exist- 
ence. To  a  man  of  a  literal  and  prosaic  character,  the 
mind  may  seem  lawless  in  these  workings ;  but  it  ob- 
serves higher  laws  than  it  transgresses,  the  laws  of  the 
immortal  intellect ;  it  is  trying  and  developing  its  best 
faculties ;  and  in  the  objects  which  it  describes,  or  in 
the  emotions  which  it  awakens,  anticipates  those  states 
of  progressive  power,  splendor,  beauty,  and  happiness, 
for  which  it  was  created. 

We  accordingly  believe  that  poetry,  far  from  injur- 
ing society,  is  one  of  the  great  instruments  of  its  refine- 
ment and  exaltation.  It  lifts  the  mind  above  ordinary 
life,  gives  it  a  respite  from  depressing  cares,  and  awak- 
ens the  consciousness  of  its  affinity  with  what  is  pure 
and  noble.  In  its  legitimate  and  highest  efforts,  it  has 
the  same  tendency  and  aim  with  Christianity ;  that  is, 
to  spiritualize  our  nature.  True,  poetry  has  been  made 
the  instrument  of  vice,  the  pander  of  bad  passions ;  but 
when  genius  thus  stoops,  it  dims  its  fires,  and  parts 
with  much  of  its  power ;  and  even  when  poetry  is  en- 
slaved to  licentiousness  or  misanthropy,  she  cannot 
wholly  forget  her  true  vocation.  Strains  of  pure  feel- 
ing, touches  of  tenderness,  images  of  innocent  happi- 
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ness,  sympathies  with  suffering  virtue,  bursts  t)f  scom 
or  indignation  at  the  hoilowness  of  the  world,  passages 
true  to  our  moral  nature,  often  escape  in  an  immoral 
work,  and  show  us  how  hard  it  is  for  a  gifted  spirit  to 
divorce  itself  wholly  from  what  is  good.  Poetry  has  a 
natural  alliance  with  our  best  affections.  It  delights  in 
the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  the  outward  creation  and 
of  the  soul.  It  indeed  portrays,  with  terrible  energy, 
the  excesses  of  the  passions ;  but  they  are  passions 
which  show  a  mighty  nature,  which  are  full  of  power, 
which  command  awe,  and  excite  a  deep  though  shud- 
dering sjrmpathy.  Its  great  tendency  and  purpose  is, 
to  carry  the  mind  beyond  and  above  the  beaten,  dusty, 
weary  walks  of  ordinary  life ;  to  lift  it  into  a  purer  ele- 
ment ;  and  to  breathe  into  it  more  profound  and  gene- 
rous emotion.  It  reveals  to  us  the  loveliness  of  nature, 
brings  back  the  freshness  of  early  feeling,  revives  the 
relish  of  simple  pleasures,  keeps  unquenched  the  en- 
thusiasm which  warmed  the  spring-time  of  our  being, 
refines  youthful  love,  strengthens  our  interest  in  human 
nature  by  vivid  delineations  of  its  tenderest  and  loftiest 
feelings,  spreads  our  sympathies  over  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, knits  us  by  new  ties  with  universal  being,  and, 
through  the  brightness  of  its  prophetic  visions,  helps 
faith  to  lay  hold  on  the  future  life. 

We  are  aware,  that  it  is  objected  to  poetry,  that  it 
gives  wrong  views  and  excites  false  expectations  of  life, 
peoples  the  mind  with  shadows  and  illusions,  and  builds 
up  imagination  on  the  ruins  of  wisdom.  That  there  is 
a  wisdom,  against  which  poetry  wars,  the  wisdom  of 
the  senses,  which  makes  physical  comfort  and  gratifica- 
tion the  supreme  good,  and  wealth  the  chief  interest  of 
life,  we  do  not  deny ;  nor  do  we  deem  it  the  least  ser- 
vice which  poetry  renders  to  mankind,  that  it  redeems 
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them  from  the  thraldom  of  this  earthbom  prudence. 
But,  passmg  over  this  topic,  we  would  observe,  that  the 
complaint  against  poetry  as  abounding  in  illusion  and 
deception,  is  in  the  main  groundless.  In  many  poems 
there  is  more  of  trutli  than  in  many  histories  and  philo- 
sophic theories.  The  fictions  of  genius  are  often  the 
vehicles  of  the  sublimest  verities,  and  its  flashes  often 
open  new  regigns  of  thought,  and  throw  new  light  on 
the  mysteries  of  our  being.  In  poetry,  when  the  letter 
is  falsehood,  the  spirit  is  often  profoundest  wisdom. 
And  if  truth  thus  dwells  in  the  boldest  fictions  of  the 
poet,  much  more  may  it  be  expected  in  his  delineations 
of  life ;  for  the  present  life,  which  is  the  first  stage  of 
the  immortal  mind,  abounds  in  the  materials  of  poetry, 
and  it  is  the  high  office  of  the  bard  to  detect  this  divine 
element  among  the  grosser  labors  and  pleasures  of  our 
earthly  being.  The  present  life  is  not  wholly  prosaic, 
precise,  tame,  and  finite.  To  the  gifted  eye,  it  abounds 
in  the  poetic.  The  affections  which  spread  beyond 
ourselves  and  stretch  far  into  futurity;  the  workings  of 
mighty  passions,  which  seem  to  arm  the  soul  with  an 
almost  superhuman  energy ;  the  innocent  and  irrepressi- 
ble joy  of  infancy ;  the  bloom,  and  buoyancy,  and  daz- 
zling hopes  of  youth ;  the  throbbings  of  the  heart,  when 
it  first  wakes  to  love,  and  dreams  of  a  happiness  too  vast 
for  earth ;  woman,  with  her  beauty,  and  grace,  and  gen- 
tleness, and  fulness  of  feeling,  and  depth  of  afiection, 
and  blushes  of  purity,  and  the  tones  and  looks  which 
only  a  mother's  heart  can  inspire ; — these  are  all  poeti- 
cal. It  is  not  true  that  the  poet  paints  a  life  which 
does  not  exist.  He  only  extracts  and  concentrates,  as 
it  were,  life's  ethereal  essence,  arrests  and  condenses  its 
volatile  fragrance,  brings  together  its  scattered  beauties, 
and  prolongs  its   more   refined   but  evanescent  joys. 
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And  in  this  be  does  well;  for  it  is  good  to  feel  that  life 
is  not  wholly  usurped  by  cares  for  subsistence,  and  phy- 
sical gratifications,  but  admits,  in  measures  which  may 
be  indefinitely  enlarged,  sentiments  and  delights  worthy 
of  a  higher  being.  This  power  of  poetry  to  refine  our 
views  of  life  and  happiness,  is  more  and  more  needed 
as  society  advances.  It  is  needed  to  withstand  the  en- 
croachments of  heartless  and  artificial  manners,  which 
make  civilisation  so  tame  and  uninteresting.  It  is  need- 
ed to  counteract  the  tendency  of  physical  science,  which 
being  now  sought,  not,  as  formerly,  for  intellectual  grati- 
fication, but  for  ^lultiplying  bodily  comforts,  requires 
a  new  developement  of  imagination,  taste,  and  poetry,  to 
preserve  men  from  sinking  into  an  earthly,  material, 
Epicurean  life. — Our  remarks  in  vindication  of  poetry 
have  extended  beyond  our  original  design.  They  have 
had  a  higher  aim  than  to  assert  the  dignity  of  Milton 
as  a  poet,  and  that  is,  to  endear  and  recommend  this 
divine  art  to  all  who  reverence  and  would  cultivate  and 
refine  their  nature. 

In  delineating  Milton's  character  as  a  poet^  we  are 
saved  the  necessity  of  looking  far  for  its  distinguishing 
attributes.  His  name  is  almost  identified  with  sublimi- 
ty. He  is  in  truth  the  sublimest  of  men.  He  rises, 
not  by  effort  or  discipline,  but  by  a  native  tendency  and 
a  godlike  instinct,  to  the  contemplation  of  objects  of 
grandeur  and  awfulness.  He  always  moves  with  a 
conscious  energy.  There  is  no  subject  so  vast  or  ter- 
rific, as  to  repel  or  intimidate  him.  The  overpowering 
grandeur  of  a  theme  kindles  and  attracts  him.  He  en- 
ters on  the  description  of  the  infernal  regions  with  a 
fearless  tread,  as  if  he  felt  within  himself  a  power  to 
erect  the  prison-house  of  fallen  spirits,  to  encircle  them 
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with  flames  and  horrors  worthy  of  their  crimes,  to  call 
forth  from  them  shouts  which  should  *  teat  hell's  con- 
cave,' and  to  embody  in  their  Chief  an  Archangel's 
energies,  and  a  Demon's  pride  and  hate.  Even  the 
stupendous  conception  of  Satan  seems  never  to  oppress 
his  faculties.  This  character  of  power  runs  through  all 
Milton's  works.  His  descriptions  of  nature  show  a 
free  and  bold  hand.  He  has  no  need  of  the  minute, 
graphic  skill,  which  we  prize  in  Cowper  or  Crabbe. 
With  a  few  strong  or  delicate  touches,  he  impresses,  as 
it  were,  his  own  mind  on  the  scenes  which  he  would 
describe,  and  kindles  the  imagination  of  the  gifted 
reader  to  clothe  them  with  the  same  radiant  hues  un- 
der which  they  appeared  to  his  own. 

This  attribute  of  pow6r  is  universally  felt  to  charac- 
terize Milton.  His  sublimity  is  in  every  man's  mouth. 
Is  it  felt  that  his  poetry  breathes  a  sensibility  and  ten- 
derness hardly  surpassed  by  its  sublimity?  We  appre- 
hend that  the  grandeur  of  Milton's  mind  has  thrown 
some  shade  over  his  milder  beauties ;  and  this  it  has 
done,  not  onlylby  being  more  striking  and  imposing, 
but  by  the  tendency  of  vast  mental  energy  to  give  a 
certain  calmness  to  the  expression  of  tenderness  and 
deep  feeling.  A  great  mind  is  the  master  of  its  own 
enthusiasm,  and  does  not  often  break  out  into  those  tu- 
mults, which  pass  with  many  for  the  signs  of  profound 
emotion.  Its  sensibility,  though  more  intense  and  en- 
during, is  UKOTe  self-possessed,  and  less  perturbed  than 
that  of  other  men,  and  is  therefore  less  observed  and 
felt,  except  by  those  who  understand,  through  their  ovra 
consciousness,  the  workings  and  utterance  of  genuine 
feeling.  We  might  quote  pages  in  illustration  of  the 
qualities  here  ascribed  to  Milton.  Turn  to  Comus,  one 
of  his  earliest  productions.     What  sensibility  breathes 
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in  the  descriptions  of  the  benighted  Lady's  singing,  by 
Comus  and  the  Spirit ! 

^Comtu. — Can  any  mortal  mixture  of  earth's  mould 
Breathe  such  divine  enchanting  ravishment  ? 
Sure  something  holy  lodges  in  that  breast, 
And  with  these  raptures  moves  the  vocal  air 
To  testify  his  hidden  residence: 
How  sweetly  did  they  float^upon  the  wings 
Of  silence,  through  the  empty-vaulted  night, ' 
At  every  fall  smoothing  the  raven  down 
Of  darkness  till  it  smiled  !     I  have  oft  heard 
My  mother  Circe  with  the  Sirens  three, 
Amidst  the  flowery-kirtled  Naiades, 
Culling  their  potent  herbs,  and  baleful  drugs. 
Who,  as  they  sung,  would  take  the  prisoned  soul 
And  lap  it  in  Elysium  ;  Scylla  wept. 
And  chid  her  barking  waves  into  attention. 
And  fell  Charybdis  murmured  soft  applause : 
Yet  they  in  pleasing  slumber  luUed  the  sense, 
And  in  sweet  madness  robbed  it  of  itself ;     '■' 
But  such  a  sacred  and  home^elt  delight, 
Such  sober  certainty  of  waking  bliss, 
I  never  heard  till  now.'  JUnes  244 — ^264 

^Spirit, — ^At  last  a  soft  and  solemn  breathing  sound 
Rose  like  a  steam  of  rich  distilled  perfumes, 
'  And  stole  upon  the  air,  that  even  Silence 
Was  took  ere  she  was  ware,  and  wished  she  might 
Deny  her  nature,  and  be  never  more, 
Still  to  be  so  displaced.     I  was  all  ear. 
And  took  in  strains  that  might  create  a  soul 
Under  the  ribs  of  death.'  Lines  555 — 563. 

In  illustration  of  Milton's  tenderness,  we  will  open 
almost  at  a  venture. 

'  Now  Mom,  her  rosy  steps  in  th'  eastern  clime 
Advancing,  sowed  the  earth  with  orient  pearl. 
When  Adam  waked,  so  customed,  for  his  sleep 
Was  aery-light,  from  pure  digestion  bred, 
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And  temperate  vapors  bland,  which  th'  only  sound 
or  leaves  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora's  fan, 
Lightly  dispersed,  and  the  shrill  matin  song 
Of  birds  on  every  bough  ;  so  much  the  more 
His  wonder  was  to  find  unwakened  Eve 
With  tresses  discomposed,  and  glowing  cheek, 
As  through  unquiet  rest :  He  on  his  side 
Leaning  half  raised,  with  looks  of  cordial  love 
Hung  over  her  enamoured,  and  beheld 
fieauty,  which,  whethef  waking  or  asleep. 
Shot  forth  peculiar  graces  ;  then  with  voice 
Mild,  as  when  Zephyrus  on  Flora  breathes, 
-  Her  hand  soft  touching,  whispered  thus.     Awake, 
My  fairest,  my  espoused,  my  latest  found, 
Heaven's  last  best  gift,  my  ever  new  delight, 
Awake!  the  morning  shines,  and  the  fresh  field 
Calls  us  ;  we  lose  the  prime,  to  mark  how  spring 
Our  tender  plants,  how  blows  the  citron  grove, 
'What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed, 
How  nature  paints  her  colors,  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  sweet.' 

Par.  Lo8t,  B,  V,  hnes  1—35 

^  So  cheered  he  his  fair  spouse,  and  she  was  cheered, 
But  silently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall 
From  either  eye,  and  wiped  them  with  her  hair  ; 
Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  stood, 
Each  in  their  crystal  sluice,  he  ere  they  fell 
Kissed,  as  the  gracious  signs  of  sweet  remorse 
And  pious  awe,  that  feared  to  have  offended.'    ' 

Par,  Lost,  B.  V,  lines  129--135. 

From  this  very  imperfect  view  of  the  qualities  of 
Milton's  poetry,  we  hasten  to  his  great  work,  *  Paradise 
Lost,'  perhaps  the  noblest  monument  of  human  genius. 
The  two  first  books,  by  imiversal  consent,  stand  pre- 
eminent in  sublimity.  Hell  and  hell's  king  have  a  ter- 
rible harmony,  and  dilate  into  new  grandeur  and  awful- 
ness,  the  longer  we  contemplate  them.  From  one  ele- 
ment,  ^  solid  and  liquid  fire,'  the  poet  has  framed  a 
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world  of  horror  and  suffering,  such  as  imagination  had 
never  traversed.  But  fiercer  flames  than  those  which 
encompass  Satan,  burn  in  his  own  soul.  Revenge,  ex- 
asperated pride,  consuming  wrath,  ambition,  though  fal- 
len, yet  imconquered  by  the  thimders  of  the  Omnipotent, 
and  grasping  still  at  the  empire  of  the  universe, — these 
form  a  picture  more  sublime  and  terrible  thaa  hell. 
Hell  yields  to  the  spirit  which  it  imprisons.  The  inten- 
sity of  its  fires  reveals  the  intenser  passions  and  more 
vehement  will  of  Satan;  and  the  ruined  archangel  gath- 
ers into  himself  the  sublimity  of  the  scene  which  sur- 
rounds him.  This  forms  the  tremendous  interest  of 
these  wonderful  books.  We  see  mind  triumphant  over 
the  most  terrible  powers  of  nature.  We  see  unuttera- 
ble agony  subdued  by  energy  of  soul.  We  have  not 
indeed  in  Satan  those  bursts  of  passion,  which  rive  the 
soul,  as  well  as  shatter  the  outward  frame  of  Lear. 
But  we  have  a  depth  of  passion  which  only  an  arch- 
angel could  manifest.  The  all-enduring,  all-defying 
pride  of  Satan,  assuming  so  majestically  helPs  l^uming 
throne,  and  coveting  the  diadem  which  scorches  his 
thunder-blasted  brow,  is  a  creation  requiring  in  its  au- 
thor almost  the  spiritual  energy  with  which  he  invests 
the  fallen  seraph.  Some  have  doubted  whether  the. 
moral  effect  of  such  delineations  of  the  storms  and  ter- 
rible workings  of  the  soul  is  good ;  whether  the  interest 
felt  in  a  spirit  so  transcendently  evil  as  Satan,  favors 
our  sympathies  with  virtue.  But  our  interest  fastens, 
m  this  and  like  cases,  on  what  is  not  evil.  We  gaze 
on  Satan  with  an  awe  not  unmixed  with  mysterious 
pleasure,  as  on  a  miraculous  manifestation  of  the  pmoer 
of  mind.  What  chains  us,  as  with  a  resistless  spell,  in 
such  a  character,  is  spiritual  might  made  visible  by  the 
racking  pains  which  it  overpowers.     There  is  some- 
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thing  kindling  and  ennobling  in  the  consciousness,  how- 
ever awakened,  of  the  energy  which  resides  in  mind ; 
and  many  a  virtuous  man  has  borrowed  new  strength 
from  the  force,  constancy,  and  dauntless  courage  of  evil 
agents. 

Milton's  description  of  Satan  attests  in  various  ways 
the  power  of  his  genius.  Critics  have  often  observed, 
that  the  great  difficulty  of  his  work  was  to  reconcile 
the  spiritual  properties  of  his  supernatural  beings  with 
the  human  modes  of  existence  which  he  is  obliged  to 
ascribe  to  them.  The  difficulty  is  too  great  for  any 
genius  wholly  to  overcome,  and  we  must  acknowledge 
that  our  enthusiasm  is  in  some  parts  of  the  poem  check- 
ed by  a  feeling  of  incongruity  between  the  spiritual 
agent,  and  his  sphere  and  mode  of  agency.  But  we 
are  visited  with  no  such  chilling  doubts  and  misgivings 
in  the  description  of  Satan  in  hell.  Imagination  has 
here  achieved  its  highest  triumph,  in  imparting  a  char- 
acter of  reality  and  truth  to  its  most  daring  creations. 
That  world  of  horrors,  though  material,  is  yet  so  re- 
mote from  oiu  ordinary  nature,  that  a  spiritual  being, 
exiled  from  heaven,  jfinds  there  an  appropriate  home. 
There  is,  too,  an  indefiniteness  in  the  description  of 
Satan's  person,  which  excites  without  shocking  the  im- 
agination, and  aids  us  to  reconcile  in  our  conception  of 
him,  a  human  form  with  his  superhuman  attributes.  To 
the  production  of  this  effect,  much  depends  on  the  first 
impression  given  by  the  poet ;  for  this  is  apt  to  follow 
us  through  the  whole  work ;  and  here  we  think  Milton 
eminently  successful.  The  first  glimpse  of  Satan  is 
given  us  in  the  following  lines,  which,  whilst  too  in- 
definite to  provoke,  and  too  sublime  to  allow,  the  scru- 
tiny of  the  reason,  fill  the  imagination  of  the  reader 
with  a  form  which  can  hardly  be  effaced. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17 

^  Thus  Satan,  talking  to  hid  nearest  mate 
With  head  uplift  above  the  wave,  and  eyes 
That  sparkling  blazed,  his  other  parts  besides 
Prone  on  the  flood,  extended  long  and  large, 
Lay  floating  many  a  rood.' 

Par.  Losty  B.  I  lines  192—196. 

^  Forthwith  upright  he  rears  from  off*  the  pool 
His  mighty  stature  ;  on  each  hand  the  flames. 
Driven  backward,  slope  their  pointing  spires,  and  rolled 
In  billows,  leave  i'  th'  midst  a  horrid  vale.' 

Line$  221—224. 

We  have  more  which  we  would  gladly  say  of  the 
delineation  of  Satan ;  especially  of  the  glimpses  which 
are  now  and  then  given  of  his  deep  anguish  and  des- 
pair, and  of  the  touches  of  better  feelings  which  are 
skilfully  thrown  into  the  dark  picture,  both  suited  and 
designed  to  blend  with  our  admiration,  dread,  and 
abhorrence,  a  measure  of  that  sympathy  and  interest, 
with  which  every  living,  thinking  being  ought  to  be 
regarded,  and  without  which  all  other  feelings  tend  to 
sin  and  pain.  But  there  is  another  topic  which  we 
cannot  leave  untouched.  From  hell  we  flee  to  Paradise, 
a  region  as  lovely  as  hell  is  terrible,  and  which  to  those 
who  do  not  know  the  universality  of  true  genius,  will 
appear  doubly  wonderful,  when  considered  as  the  crea- 
tion of  the  same  mind,  which  had  painted  the  infernal 
world. 

Paradise  and  its  inhabitants  are  in  sweet  accordance, 
and  together  form  a  scene  of  tranquil  bliss,  which  calms 
and  soothes,  whilst  it  delights  the  imagination.  Adam 
and  Eve,  just  moulded  by  the  hand,  and  quickened  by 
the  breath  of  God,  reflect  in  their  countenances  and 
forms,  as  well  as  minds,  the  intelligence,  benignity, 
and  happiness  of  their  Author.  Their  new  existence 
has  the  freshness  and  peacefulness  of  tl^kdewy  morn- 
s' ^ 
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ing.  Their  souls,  unsated  and  untainted,  find  an  inno- 
cent joy  in  the  youthful  creation,  which  spreads  and 
smiles  around  them.  Their  mutual  love  is  deep,  for  it 
is  the  love  of  young,  unworn,  imexhausted  hearts,  which 
meet  in  each  other  the  only  human  objects  on  whom  to 
pour  forth  their  fulness  of  affection ;  and  still  it  is 
serene,  for  it  is  the  love  of  happy  beings,  who  know  not 
suffering  even  by  name,  whose  innocence  excludes  not 
only  the  tumults  but  the  thought  of  jealousy  and  shame, 
who,  *  imparadised  in  one  another's  arms, '  scarce 
dream  of  futiuity,  so  blessed  is  their  present  being. 
We  will  not  say  that  we  envy  our  first  parents  ;  for  we 
feel  that  there  may  be  higher  happiness  than  theirs,  a 
happiness  won  through  struggle  with  inward  and  out- 
ward foes,  the  happiness  of  power  and  moral  victory^ 
the  happiness  of  disinterested  sacrifices  and  wide-spread 
love,  the  happiness  of  boundless  hope,  and  of  ^  thoughts 
which  wander  through  eternity.'  Still  there  are  times, 
when  the  spirit,  oppressed  with  pain,  worn  with  toil, 
tired  of  tumult,  sick  at  the  sight  of  guilt,  wounded  in 
its  love,  baffled  in  its  hope,  and  trembling  in  its  faith, 
almost  longs  for  the  ^  wings  of  a  dove,  that  it  might  fly 
away  '  and  take  refuge  amidst  the  *  shady  bowers,'  the 
*  vernal  airs,'  the  *  roses  without  thorns,'  the  quiet,  the 
beauty,  the  loveliness  of  Eden.  It  is  the  contrast  of 
this  deep  peace  of  Paradise  with  the  storms  of  life,  which 
gives  to  the  fourth  and  fifth  books  of  this  poem  a  charm 
so  irresistible,  that  not  a  few  would  sooner  relinquish  the 
two  first  books,  with  all  their  sublimity,  than  part  with 
these.  It  has  sometimes  been  said,  that  the  English 
language  has  no  good  pastoral  poetry.*  We  would  ask, 
in  what  age  or  coimtry  has  the  pastoral  reed  breathed 
such  sweet  strains  as  are  borne  to  us  on  *  the  odorife- 
rous wings  o£  gentle  gales '  from  Milton's  Paradise  ? 
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We  should  not  fulfil  our  duty,  were  we  not  to  say 
one  word  on  what  has  been  justly  celebrated,  the  har-* 
mony  of  Milton's  versification.  His  numbers  have  the 
prime  charm  of  expressiveness.  They  vary  with^  and 
answer  to  the  depth,  or  tenderness,  or  sublimity  of  his 
conceptions,  and  hold  intimate  alliance  with  the  souL 
Like  Michael  Angelo,  in  whose  hands  the  marble  was 
said  to  be  flexible,  he  bends  our  language,  which  for- 
eigners reproach  with  hardness,  into  whatever  forms 
the  subject  'demands.  All  the  treasures  of  sweet  and 
solemn  soimd  are  at  his  command.  Words,  harsh  and 
discordant  in  the  writings  of  less  gifted  men,  flow 
through  his  poetry  in  a  full  stream  of  harmony.  This 
power  over  language  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to  Milton's 
musical  ear.  It  belongs  to  the  soul.  It  is  a  gift  or 
exercise  of  genius,  which  has  power  to  impress  itself  on 
whatever  it  touches,  and  finds  or  frames  in  sounds, 
motions,  and  material  forms,  correspondences  and  har- 
monies with  its  own  fervid  thoughts  and  feelings. 

We  close  our  remarks  on  Milton's  poetry  with  ob- 
serving, that  it  is  characterized  by  seriousness.  Great 
and  various  as  are  its  merits,  it  does  not  discover  all 
the  variety  of  genius,  which  we  find  in  Shakspeare, 
whose  imagination  revelled  equally  in  regions  of  mirth, 
beauty,  and  terror,  now  evoking  spectres,  now  sporting 
with  fairies,  and  now  *  ascending  the  highest  heaven  of 
invention.'  Milton  was  cast  on  times  too  solemn  and 
eventful,  was  called  to  take  part  in  transactions  too 
perilous,  and  had  too  perpetual  need  of  the  presence  of 
high  thoughts  and  motives,  to  indulge  himself  in  light 
and  gay  creations,  even  had  his  genius  been  more  flexi- 
ble and  sportive.  But  Milton's  poetry,  though  habit- 
ually serious,  is  always  healthful,  iand  bright,  and  vigor- 
ous.    It  has  no  gloom.     He  took  no  pleasure  in  draw- 
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ing  dark  pictures  of  life ;  for  he  knew  by  experience, 
that  there  is  a  power  in  the  soul  to  transmute  calamity 
into  an  occasion  and  nutriment  of  moral  power  and  tri* 
umphant  virtue.  We  find  nowhere  in  his  writings  that 
whining  sensibility  and  exaggeration  of  morbid  feeling, 
which  makes  so  much  of  modem  poetry  effeminating. 
If  he  is  not  gay,  he  is  not  spirit-broken.  His  U Allegro 
proves,  that  he  understood  thoroughly  the  bright  and 
j6yous  aspects  of  nature ;  and  in  his  Penseroso,  where 
he  was  teihpted  to  accumulate  images  of  gloom,  we 
learn  that  the  saddest  views  which  he  took  of  creation, 
are  such  as  inspire  only  pensive  musing  or  lofty  con- 
templation. 

From  Milton's  poetry,  we  turn  to  his  prose.  We 
rejoice  that  the  dust  is  beginning  to  be  wiped  from  his 
prose  writings,  and  that  the  public  are  now  learning, 
what  the  initiated  have  long  known,  that  these  contain 
passages  hardly  inferior  to  his  best  poetry,  and  that 
they  are  throughout  marked  with  the  same  vigorous 
mind  which  gave  us  Paradise  Lost.  The  attention  to 
these  works  has  been  discouraged  by  some  objections, 
on  which  we  shall  bestow  a  few  remarks. 

And  first,  it  is  objected  to  his  prose  writings,  that 
the  style  is  difficult  and  obscure,  abounding  in  involu- 
tions, transpositions,  and  Latinisms ;  that  his  protracted 
sentences  exhaust  and  weary  the  mind,  and  too  often 
3rield  it  no  better  recompense  than  confused  and  indis- 
tinct perceptions.  We  mean  not  to  deny  that  these 
charges  have  some  groimds ;  but  they  seem  to  us  much 
exaggerated ;  and  when  we  consider  that  the  difficul- 
ties of  Milton's  style  have  almost  sealed  up  his  prose 
writings,  we  cannot  but  lament  the  fastidiousness  and 
effeminacy  of  modem  readers.     We  know  that  simpli- 
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citj  and  perspicuity  are  important  qualities  of  style ; 
but  there  are  vsistly  nobler  and  more  important  ones ; 
such  as  energy  and  richness,  and  in  these  Milton  is  not 
surpassed.  The  best  style  is  not  that  which  puts  the 
reader  most  easily  and  in  the  shortest  time  in  posses* 
sion  of  a  writer's  naked  thoughts ;  but  that  which  is  the 
truest  image  of  a  great  intellect,  which  conveys  fully 
and  carries  farthest  into  other  souls  the  conceptions 
and  feelings  of  a  profound  and  lofty  spirit.  To  be  uni* 
versally  intelligible  is  not  the  highest  merit.  A  great 
mind  cannot,  without  injurious  constraint,  shrink  itself 
to  the  grasp  of  common  passive  readers.  Its  natural 
movement  is  free,  bold,  and  majestic,  and  it  ought  not 
to  be  required  to  part  with  these  attributes,  that  the  mul- 
titude may  keep  pace  with  it.  A  full  mind  will  natu- 
rally overflow- in  long  sentences,  and  in  the  moment  of 
inspiration,  when  thick-coming  thoughts  and  images 
crowd  upon  it,  will  often  pour  them  forth  in  a  splendid 
confusion,  dazzling  to  common  readers,  but  kindling  to 
congenial  spirits.  There  are  writings  which  are  clear 
through  their  shallowness.  We  must  not  expect  in  the 
ocean  the  transparency  of  the  calm  inland  stream.  For 
ourselves,  we  love  what  is  called  easy  reading  perhaps 
too  well,  especially  in  our  hours  of  relaxation ;  but  yre 
love  too  to  have  our  faculties  tasked  by  master  spirits. 
We  delight  in  long  sentences,  in  which  a  great  truth, 
mstead  of  being  broken  up  into  numerous  periods,  is 
spread  out  in  its  full  proportions,  is  irradiated  vnth  va- 
riety of  illustration  and  imagery,  is  set  forth  in  a  splendid 
affluence  of  language,  and  flows,  like  a  full  stream, 
with  a  majestic  harmony  which  fills  at  once  the  ear  and 
the  soul.  Such  sentences  ase  worthy  and  noble  mani- 
festations of  a  great  and  far  looking  mind,  which  grasps 
at  once  vast  fields  of  thought,  just  as  the  natural  eye 
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takes  in  at  a  moment  wide  prospects  of  grandeur  and 
beauty.  We  would  not  indeed  have  all  compositions 
of  this  character.  Let  abundant  provision  be  made  for 
the  comm6n  intellect.  Let  such  writers  as  Addison, 
an  honored  name,  *  bring  dovni  philosophy  from  heav- 
en to  earth.'  But  let  inspired  genius  fulfil  its  higher 
function  of  lifting  the  prepared  mind  from  earth  to 
heaven.  Impose  upon  it  no  strict  laws,  for  it  is  its  own 
best  law.  Let  it  speak  in  its  own  language,  in  tones 
which  suit  its  own  ear.  Let  it  not  lay  aside  its  natur- 
al port,  or  dwarf  itself  that  it  may  be  comprehended 
by  the  siurounding  multitude.  If  not  understood  and 
relished  now,  let  it  place  a  generous  confidence  in  other 
ages,  and  utter  oracles  which  futurity  will  expound. 
We  are  led  to  these  remarks,  not  merely  for  Milton's 
justification,  but  because  our  times  seem  to  demand 
them.  Literature,  we  fear,  is  becoming  too  popular. 
The  whole  community  is  now  turned  into  readers,  and 
in  this  we  heartily  rejoice ;  and  we  rejoice  too  that  so 
much  talent  is  employed  in  making  knowledge  accessi- 
ble to  all.  We  hail  the  general  difiusion  of  intelligence 
as  the  brightest  feature  of  the  present  age.  But  good 
and  evil  are  never  disjoined ;  and  one  bad  consequence 
of  the  multitude  of  readers,  is,  that  men  of  genius  are 
too  anxious  to  please  the  multitude,  and  prefer  a  pre- 
sent shout  of  popularity  to  that  less  tumultuous,  but 
deeper,  more  thrilling  note  of  the  trump  of  Fame,  which 
resounds  and  grows  clearer  and  louder  through  all 
future  ages. 

We  now  come  to  a  much  more  serious  objection  to 
Milton's  prose  writings,  and  that  is,  that  they  are  dis- 
figured by  party  spirit,  coarse  invective,  and  controver- 
sial asperity ;  and  here  we  are  prepared  to  say,  that  there 
are  passages  in  these  works  which  every  admirer  of  his 
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character  must  earnestly  desire  to  expunge.  Milton's 
alleged  virulence  was  manifested  towards  private  and 
public  foes.  The  first,  such  as  Salmasius  and  Morus, 
deserved  no  mercy.  They  poured  out  on  his  spotless 
character  torrents  of  calumny,  charging  him  with  the 
blackest  vices  of  the  heart  apd  the  foulest  enormities 
of  the  life.  It  ought  to  be  added,  that  the  manners  and 
spirit  of  Milton's  age  justified  a  retaliation  on  such  of- 
fenders, which  the  more  courteous,  and,  we  will  hope, 
more  christian  spirit  of  the  present  times  will  not  toler- 
ate. Still  we  mean  not  to  be  his  apologists.  Milton, 
raised  as  he  was  above  his  age,  and  fortified  with  the 
consciousness  of  high  virtue,  ought  to  have  been,  both  to 
his  own  and  future  times,  an  example  of  christian  equa- 
nimity. In  regard  to  the  public  enemies  whom  he  assail- 
ed, we  mean  the  despots  in  church  and  state,  and  the 
corrupt  institutions  which  had  stirred  up  a  civil  war,  the 
general  strain  of  his  writings,  though  strong  and  stem, 
must  exalt  him,  notwithstanding  his  occasional  violence, 
among  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  That 
liberty  was  in  peril.  Great  evils  were  struggling  for  per- 
petuity, and  could  only  be  broken  down  by  great  power. 
Milton  felt  that  interest3  of  infinite  moment  were  at 
stake  ;  and  who  will  blame  him  for  binding  himself  to 
them  with  the  whole  energy  of  his  great  mind,  and  for 
defending  them  with  fervor  and  vehemence?  We  must 
not  mistake  christian  benevolence,  as  if  it  had  but  one 
voice,  that  of  soft  entreaty.  It  can  speak  in  piercing 
and  awful  tones.  There  is  constantly  going  on  in  our 
world  a  conflict  between  good  and  evil.  The  cause  of 
human  nature  has  always  to  wrestle  with  foes.  Air 
improvement  is  a  victory  won  by  struggles.  It  is  espe- 
cially true  of  these  great  periods  which  have  been  dis- 
tinguished by  revolutions  in  government  and  religion, 
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and  from  which  we  date  the  most  rapid  movements  of 
the  human  mind,  that  they  have  been  signalized  by  con- 
flict. Thus  Christianity  convulsed  the  world  and  grew 
up  amidst  stonns ;  and  the  Reformation  of  Luther  was 
a  signal  to  universal  war ;  and  Liberty  in  both  worlds 
has  encountered  opposition,  over  which  she  has  triumph- 
ed only  through  her  own  immortal  energies.  At  such 
periods,  men,  gifted  with  great  power  of  thought  and 
loftiness  of  sentiment,  are  especially  summoned  to  the 
conflict  with  evil.  They  hear,  as  it  were,  in  their  own 
magnanimity  and  generous  aspirations,  the  voice  of  a 
divinity ;  and  thus  commissioned,  and  burning  with  a 
passionate  devotion  to  truth  and  freedom,  they  must 
and  will  speak  with  an  indignant  energy,  and  they  ought 
not  to  be  measured  by  the  standard  of  ordinary  minds 
in  ordinary  times.  Men  of  natural  softness  and  timidi- 
ty, of  a  sincere,  but  effeminate  virtue,  will  be  apt  to 
look  on  these  bolder,  hardier  spirits,  as  violent,  perturb- 
ed, and  uncharitable ;  and  the  charge  will  not  be  whol- 
ly groundless.  But  that  deep  feeling  of  evils,  which  is 
necessary  to  effectual  conflict  with  them,  and  which 
marks  God's  most  powerful  messengers  to  mankind, 
cannot  breathe  itself  in  soft  and  tender  accents.  The 
deeply  moved  soul  will  speak  strongly,  and  ought  to 
speak  so  as  to  move  and  shake  nations. 

We  have  offered  these  remarks  as  strongly  applicable 
to  Milton.  He  reverenced  and  loved  human  nature, 
and  attached  himself  to  its  great  interests  with  a  fervor 
of  which  only  such  a  mind  was  capable.  He  lived  in 
one  of  those  solemn  periods  which  determine  the  cha- 
racter of  ages  to  come.  His  spirit  was  stirred  to  its 
very  centre  by  the  presence  of  danger,  lie  lived  in  the 
midst  of  the  battle.  That  the  ardor  of  his  spirit  some- 
times passed  the  bounds  of  wisdom  and  charity,  and 
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poured  forth  unwarrantable  invective,  we  see  and  la- 
ment. But  the  purity  and  loftiness  of  his  mind  break 
forth  amidst  his  bitterest  invectives.  We  see  a  noble 
nature  still.  We  see  that  no  feigned  love  of  truth  and 
freedom  was  a  covering  for  selfishness  and  malignity. 
He  did  indeed  love  and  adore  uncorrupted  religion,  and 
intellectual  liberty,  and  let  his  name  be  enrolled  among 
their  truest  champions.  Milton  has  told  us,  in  his  own 
noble  style,  that  he  entered  on  his  principal  controversy 
with  episcopacy,  reluctantly  and  only  through  a  deep 
conviction  of  duty.  The  introduction  to  the  second  book 
of  his  *  Reason  of  Church  Government,'  shows  us  the 
workings  of  his  mind  on  this  subject,  and  is  his  best 
vindication  from  the  charge  we  are  now  repelling.  He 
/Says — 

^  Surely  to  every  good  and  peaceable  man,  it  must  in  nature 
needs  be  a  hateful  thing,  to  be  the  displeaser  and  molester  of  thou- 
sands; much  better  would  it  like  him,  doubtless,  to  be  the  messen- 
ger of  gladness  and  contentment,  which  is  his  chief  intended  busi- 
ness to  all  mankind,  but  that  they  resist  and  oppose  their  own  true 
happiness.  But  when  God  commands  to  take  the  trumpet,  and 
blow  a  dolorous  or  a  jarring  blast,  it  lies  not  in  man's  will  what  he 
shall  say,  or  what  he  shall  conceal.***  This  I  foresee,  that  should 
the  church  be  brought  under  heavy  oppression,  and  God  have 
given  me  ability  the  while  to  reason  against  that  man  that  should  b« 
the  author  of  so  foul  a  deed,  or  should  she,  by  blessing  firom  above 
on  the  industry  and  courage  of  faithful  men,  change  this  her  dis- 
tracted estate  into  better  days,  without  the  least  furtherance  or  con- 
tribution of  those  few  talents  which  God  at  that  present  had  lent  me ; 
I  foresee  what  stories  I  should  hear  within  myself,  all  my  life  afler, 
of  discourage  and  reproach.  '^  Timorous  and  ungrateful,  the 
church  of  God  is  now  again  at  the  foot  of  her  insulting  enemies, 
and  thou  bewailest ;  what  matters  it  for  thed  or  thy  bewailing  ? 
When  tinle  was,  thou  couldst  not  find  a  syllable  of  all  that  thou 
hast  read  or  studied,  to  utter  in  her  behalf.  Tet  ease  and  leisure 
was  given  thee  for  thy  retired  thoughts,  out  of  the  sweat  of  other 
men.  Thou  hadst  the  diligence,  the  parts,  the  language  of  a  mim, 
if  a  vain  subject  were  to  be  adorned  or  beautified ;  but  when  the 
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cause  of  God  and  his  church  was  to  be  pleaded,  for  which  purpose 
that  tongue  was  given  thee  which  thou  hast,  God  listened  if  he 
could  hear  thy  voice  among  his  zealous  servants,  but  thou  wert 
dumb  as 'a  beast ;  from  henceforward  be  that  which  thine  own  brut- 
ish silence  hath  made  thee."  ***  But  now  by  this  little  diligence, 
mark  what  a  privilege  I  have  gained  with  good  men  and  saints,  to 
claim  my  right  of  lamenting  the  tribulations  of  the  church,  if  she 
should  suffer,  when  others  that  have  ventured  nothing  for  her  sake, 
have  not  the  honor  to  be  admitted  mourners.  But,  if  she  lift  up  her 
drooping  head  and  prosper,  among  those  that  have  something  more 
than  wished  her  welfare,  I  have  my  charter  and  freehold  of  rejoic- 
ing to  me  and  my  heirs. 

^  Concerning  tiierefore  this  wa3rward  subject  against  prelaty,  the 
touching  whereof  is  so  distasteful  and  disquietous  to  a  number  of 
men,  as  by  what  hath  been  said  I  may  deserve  of  charitable  readers 
to  be  credited,  that  neither  envy  nor  gall  hath  entered  me  upon  this 
controversy,  but  the  enforcement  of  conscience  only,  and  a  preven- 
tive fear  lest  the  omitting  of  this  duty  should  be  against  me,  when  I 
would  store  up  to  myself  the  good  provision  of  peaceful  hours.' 

Vol.  I.  pp.  139—41.* 

He  then  goes  on  to  speak  of  his  consciousness  of 
possessing  great  poetical  powers,  which  he  was  most 
anxious  to  cultivate.  Of  these  he  speaks  thus  magnifi- 
cently 

^  These  abilities,  wheresoever  they  be  found,  are  the  inspired 
gift  of  God  rarely  bestowed,  but  yet  to  some,  though  most  abuse, 
in  every  nation ;  and  are  of  power, — to  inbreed  and  cherish  in  a 
great  people  the  seeds  of  virtue,  aud  public  civility,  to  allay  the  per- 
turbations of  the  mind,  and  set  the  affections  in  right  tune ;  to  cele- 
brate in  glorious  and  lofty  hymns  the  throne  and  equipage  of  God's 
almightiness,  and  what  he  works,  and  what  he  suffers  to  be  wrought 
with  high  providence  in  his  church ;  to  sing  victorious  agonies  of 
martyrs  and  saints,  the  deeds  and  triumphs  of  just  and  pious  nations, 
doing  valiantly  through  faith  against  the  enemies  of  Christ ;  to  de- 
plore the  general  relapses  of  kingdoms  and  states  from  justice  and 

*  From  the  introdaction  to  the  second  book  of  *  The  Reason  of  Church  Govern- 
ment, &c.'  Vol.  I.  p.  187,  &c.  of  <  A  Selection  from  the  English  Prose  Works  of 
John  Milton,  Boston,  1826,*  to  which  all  oar  references  are  made. 
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God's  true  worship ;  lastly,  whatsoever  in  religion  is  holy  and  sub- 
lime, in  virtue  amiable  or  grave,  whatsoever  hath  passion  or  ad- 
miration in  all  the  changes  of  that  which  is  called  fortune  from 
without,  or  the  wily  subtleties  and  refluxes  of  man's  thoughts  from 
within ;  all  these  things  with  a  solid  and  treatable  smoothness  to 
paint  out  and  describe.'  Tol.  I.  pp.  145, 6. 

He  then  gives  intimations  of  his  having  proposed  to 
himself  a  great  poetical  v^^ork,  *  a  work,'  he  says — 

'  Not  to  be  raised  from  the  heat  of  youth,  or  the  vapors  of  wine, 
like  that  which  flows  at  waste  from  the  pen  of  some  vulgar  amourist, 
or  the  trencher  fury  of  a  rhyming  parasite,  nor  to  be  obtained  by 
the  invocation  of  dame  Memory  and  her  siren  daughters,  but  by 
devout  prayer  to  that  eternal  Spirit,  who  can  enrich  with  all  utter- 
ance and  knowledge,  and  sends  out  his  seraphim,  with  the  hallowed 
fire  of  his  altar,  to.  touch  and  purify  the  Hpsof  whom  he  pleases.' 

Tol.  I.  p.  148. 

He  then  closes  with  a  passage,  show^ing  from  what 
principles  he  forsook  these  delightful  studies  for  contro- 
versy. 

^  I  trust  hereby  to  make  it  manifest  with  what  small  willingness 
I  endure  to  interrupt  the  pursuit  of  no  less  hopes  than  these,  and 
leave  a  calm  and  pleasing  solitariness,  fed  with  cheerful  and  con- 
fident thoughts,  to  embark  in  a  troubled  sea  of  noises  and  hoarse 
disputes,  put  from  beholding  the  bright  countenance  of  truth  in  the 
quiet  and  still  air  of  delightful  studies.  **^  But  were  it  the  meanest 
nnderservice,  if  Grod  by  his  secretary  conscience  enjoin  it,  it  were 
sad  for  me  if  I  should  draw  back ;  for  me  especially,  now  when 
all  men  ofier  their  aid  to  help,  ease,  and  lighten  the  difficult  labors 
of  the  church,  to  whose  service,  by  the  intentions  of  my  parents 
andfiriends  I  was  destined  of  a  child,  and  in  mine  awn  resolutions, 
tin  coming  to  some  maturity  of  years,  and  perceiving  what  tyranny 
had  invaded  the  church,  that  he  who  would  take  orders  must  sub- 
scribe slave,  and  take  an  oath  Mdthal,  which  unless  he  took  with  a 
conscience  that  would  retch,  he  must  either  strait  perjure,  or  split 
his  fiiith,  I  thought  it  better  to  prefer  a  blameless  silence  before  the 
lacred  office  of  speaking,  bought  and  begun  with  servitude  and 
forswearing.'  Vol.  I.  p.  149. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


28 

These  passages,  replete  with  Milton's  genius  and 
greatness  of  soul,  show  us  the  influences  and  motives 
under  which  his  prose  works  were  written,  and  help 
us  to  interpret  passages,  which,  if  taken  separately, 
might  justify  us  in  ascribing  to  him  a  character  of  exces- 
sive indignation  and  scorn. 

Milton's  most  celebrated  prose  work  is  his  *  Areopagi- 
tica,  or  a  Speech  for  the  Liberty  of  Unlicensed  Printing,' 
a  noble  work  indeed,  a  precious  manual  of  freedom,  an 
arsenal  of  immortal  weapons  for  the  defence  of  man's 
highest  prerogative,  intellectual  liberty.  His  *  Refor- 
mation in  England '  and  ^  Reason  of  Church  Govern- 
ment,' are  the  most  important  theological  treatises  pub- 
lished during  his  life.  They  were  his  earliest  prose 
compositions,  and  thrown  off  with  much  haste,  and  on 
these  accounts  are  more  chargeable  with  defects  of  style 
than  any  other  of  his  writings.  But  these,  with  all 
their  defects,  aboimd  in  strong  and  elevated  thought, 
and  in  power  and  felicity  of  expression.  Their  great 
blemish  is  an  inequality  of  style,  often  springing  from 
the  conflict  and  opposition  of  the  impulses  under  which 
he  wrote.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  in  the  same  sen- 
tence his  affluent  genius  pouring  forth  magnificent  ima- 
ges and  expressions,  and  suddenly  his  deep  scorn  for  his 
opponents,  suggesting  and ,  throwing  into  the  midst  of 
this  splendor,  sarcasms  and  degrading  comparisons  alto- 
gether at  variance  with  the  general  strain.  From  this 
cause,  and  from  negligence,  many  powerful  passages  in 
his  prose  writings  are  marred  by  an  incongruous  mix- 
ture of  unworthy  allusions  and  phrases. — In  the  close 
of  his  first  work,  that  on  *  Reformation  in  England,'  he 
breaks  out  into  an  invocation  and  prayer  to  the  Supreme 
Being,  from  which  we  extract  a  passage  containing  a 
remarkable  intimation  of  his  having  meditated  some 
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great  poetical  enterprise  from  his  earliest  ye&rs,  and 
giving  full  promise  of  that  grandeur  of  thought  and  lan- 
guage, which  characterizes  *  Paradise  Lost.'  Having 
^lifted  up  his  hands  to  that  eternal  and  propitious  Throne, 
where  nothing  is  readier  than  grace  and  refuge  to  the 
distresses  of  mortal  suppliants,'  and  besought  God  to 
perfect  the  work  of  civil  and  religious  deliverance  begun 
in  England,  he  proceeds  thus; — 

'  Then,  amidst  the  hjnrns  and  hallelujahs  of  saints,  same  one  may 
perhaps  be  heard  offering  at  high  strains  in  new  and  lofly  measures, 
to  sing  and  celebrate  thy  divine  mercies,  and  marvellous  judgments 
in  this  land  throughout  all  ages,  whereby  this  great  and  warlike 
nation,  instructed  and  inured  to  the  fervent  and  continual  practice 
of  truth  and  righteousness,  and  casting  far  from  her  the  rags  of  her 
old  vices,  may  press  on  hard  to  that  high  and^  happy  emulation  to 
be  found  the  soberest,  wisest  and  most  christian  people  at  that  day, 
when  Thou,  the  eternal  and  shortly  expected  King,  shalt  open  the 
clouds  to  judge  the  several  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  distributing 
national  honors  and  rewards  to  religious  and  just  commonwealths, 
shalt  put  an  end  to  all  earthly  tyrannies,  proclaiming  thy  igiiversal 
and  mild  monarchy  through  heaven  and  earth  ;  where  they  undoubt- 
edly, that  by  their  labors,  counsels  and  prayers,  have  been  earnest 
hr  the  common  good  of  religion  and  their  country,  shall  receive 
above  the  inferior  orders  of  the  blessed,  the  regal  addition  of  princir 
palities,  legions,  and  thrones  into  their  glorious  titles,  and,  in  su- 
pereminence  of  beatific  vision,  progressing  the  dateless  and  irrevo- 
lable  circle  of  eternity,  shall  clasp  inseparable  hands  with  joy  and 
bliss,  in  overmeasure  for  ever.'  Yol.  I.  pp.  69, 70. 

We  have  not  time  to  speak  of  Milton's  political 
treatises.  We  close  oiw  brief  remarks  on  his  prose 
writings,  with  recommending  them  to  all  who  can  en- 
joy great  beauties  in  the  neighbourhood  of  great  faults, 
ami  who  would  learn  the  compass,  energy,  and  richness 
of  our  language ;  and  still  more  do  we  recommend  them 
to  those,  who  desire  to  nourish  in  their  breasts  magna- 
nimity of  sentiment  and  an  unquenchable  love  of  free- 
st 
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donL.  They  bear  the  impress  of  that  seal  by  which  ge- 
nius distinguishes  its  productions  from  works  of  learn- 
ing and  taste.  The  great  and  decisive  test  of  genius, 
is,  that  it  calls  forth  Power  in  the  souls  of  others.  It 
not  merely  gives  knowledge,  but  breathes  enei^y. 
There  are  authors,  and  among  these  Milton  holds  the 
highest  rank,  in  approaching  whom  we  are  ccmscious  of 
an  access  of  intellectual  strength.  A  *  virtue  goes  out ' 
from  them.  We  discern  more  clearly,  not  merely  be- 
cause a  new  light  is  thrown  over  objects,  but  because 
our  own  vision  is  strengthened.  Sometimes  a  single 
word,  spoken  by  the  vpice  of  genius,  goes  far  into  the 
heart.  A  hint,  a  suggestion,  an  undefined  delicacy  of 
expression,  teaches  more  than  we  gather  from  volumes 
of  less  gifted  men.  The  works  which  we  should  chief- 
ly study,  are  not  those  which  contain  the  greatest  fund 
of  knowledge,  but  which  raise  us  into  sympathy  with 
the  intellectual  energy  of  the  author,  and  through  which 
a  great  mind  multiplies  itself,  as  it  were,  in  the  reader. 
Milton's  prose  works  are  imbued  as  really,  if  not  as 
thoroughly,  as  his  poetry,  with  this  quickening  power, 
and  they  will  richly  reward  those  who  are  receptive  of 
this  influence. 

We  now  leave  the  writings  of  Milton  to  offer  a  few 
remarks  on  his  Moral  qualities.  His  moral  character 
was  as  strongly  marked  as  his  intellectual,  and  it  may 
be  expressed  in  one  word.  Magnanimity.  It  was  in  har- 
mony with  his  poetry.  He  had  a  passionate  love  of  the 
higher,  more  commanding,  and  majestic  virtues,  and  fed 
his  youthful  mind  with  meditatimis  on  the  perfection  of 
a  human  being.  In  a  letter  written  to  an  Italian  friend 
before  his  thirtieth  year,  and  translated  by  Hayley,  we 
have  this  vivid  picture  of  his  aspirations  after  virtue. 
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'  As  to  otker  points,  what  Crod  may  Jucre  determined  for  mo  I 
know  not ;  but  this  I  know,  that  if  ho  ever  instilled  an  intense  love 
of  moral  beauty  into  the  breast  of  any  man,  he  has  instilled  it  into 
mine.  Ceres  in  the  fable  pursued  not  her  daughter  with  a  greater 
keenness  of  inquiry,  than  I  day  and  night  the  idea  of  perfection. 
Heftce,  wherever  I  find  a  man  despising  the  fidse  estimates  of  the 
vulgar,  and  daring  to  aspire  in  sentiment,  language,  and  conduct,  . 
to  what  the  highest  wisdom,  through  every  age,  has  taught  us  as 
most  excellent,  to  him  I  unite  myself  by  a  sort  of  necessary  attach- 
ment ;  and  if  I  am  so  influenced  by  nature  or  destiny,  that  by  no 
exertion  or  labors  of  my  own  I  may  exalt  myself  to  this  sunnnit  of 
worth  and  honor,  yet  no  powers  of  heaven  or  earth  will  hinder  me 
from  looking  with  reverence  and  affection  upon  those,  who  have 
thoroughly  attained  this  glory,  or  appeared  engaged  in  the  success- 
ful pursuit  of  it' 

His  Comus  was  written  in  his  twenty-sixth  jear,  and 
on  reading  this  exquisite  work  our  admiration  is  awak- 
ened, not  so  much  by  observing  how  the  whole  spirit 
of  poetry  had  descended  on  him  at  that  early  age,  as  by 
witnessing  how  his  whole  youthful  soul  was  penetrated, 
awed,  and  lifted  up  by  the  austere  charms,  *  the  radiant 
light,'  the  invincible  power,  the  celestial  peace  of  saint- 
ly virtue.  He  reverenced  moral  purity  and  elevation, 
not  only  for  its  own  sake,  but  as  the  inspirer  of  intellect, 
and  especially  of  the  higher  efforts  of  poetry.  *  I  was 
confirmed,'  he  says  in  his  usual  noble  style — 

*  I  was  confirmed  in  this  opinion  ;  that  he  who  would  not  be  firus- 
trate  of  his  hope  to  write  well  hereafter  in  laudable  things,  ought 
himself  to  be  a  true  poem;  that  b,  a  composition  and  pattern  of  the 
best  and  honorablest  things ;  not  presuming  to  sing  of  high  praises 
of  heroic  men  or  famous  cities,  unless  he  have  in  himself  the  expe- 
xienee  and  the  practice  of  all  that  which  is  praiseworthy.' 

Vol.  I.  pp.  237,  8. 

We  learn  from  his  works,  that  he  used  his  multifa- 
rious readily  to  build  up  within  himself  this  reverence 
for  virtue.     Ancient  history,  the  sublime  musings  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


82 

Plato,  and  the  heroic  self-abandonment  of  chivalrj,  join^ 
ed  their  influences  with  prophets  and  apostles,  in  bind- 
ing him  ^  everlastingly  in  willing  homage '  to  the  great, 
the  honorable,  and  the  lovely  in  character.  A  remark- 
able passage  to  this  effect  we  quote  from  his  account 
of  his  youth. 

^  I  betook  me  among  those  lofty  fables  and  romances,  which  re- 
count in  solenm  cantos,  the  deeds  of  knighthood  founded  by  our 
rictoriouB  kings,  and  from  hence  had  in  renown  over  all  Christen- 
dom. There  I  read  it  in  the  oath  of  eyery  knight,  that  he  should 
defend  to  the  expense  of  his  best  blood  or  of  his  life,  if  it  so  befell 
him,  the  honor  and  chastity  of  virgin  or  matron;  from  whence  even 
then  I  learned  what  a  noble  virtue  chastity  sure  must  be,  to  the 
defence  of  which  so  many  worthies  by  such  a  dear  adventure  of 
themselves,  had  sworn.  *  *  *  So  that  even  these,  books  which  to 
many  others  have  been  the  fuel  of  wantonness  and  loose  living,  I 
cannot  think  how,  unless  by  divine  indulgence,  proved  to  me  so 
many  incitements,  as  you  have  heard,  to  the  love  and  steadfast  ob- 
servation of  virtue.'    •  Vol.  I.  pp.  238,9. 

All  Milton's  habits  were  expressive  of  a  refined  and 
self-denying  character.  When  charged  by  his  unprin- 
cipled slanderers  with  licentious  habits,  he  thus  gives  an 
account  of  his  morning  hours. 

^  Those  morning  haunts  are  where  they  should  be,  at  home;  not 
sleeping,  or  concocting  the  surfeits  of  an  irregular  feast,  but  up  and 
stirring,  in  winter  oflen  ere  the  sound  of  any  bell  awake  men  to 
labor,  or  devotion;  in  summer  as  oil  with  the  bird  that  first  rouses, 
or  not  much  tardier,  to  read  good  authors,  or  cause  them  to  be 
read,  till  the  attention  be  weary,  pr  memory  have  its  fiill  firaught; 
then  with  usefiil  and  generous  labors  preserving  the  body's  health 
and  hardiness,  to  render  lightsome,  clear,  and  not  lumpish  obedi- 
ence to  the  mind,  to  the  cause  of  religion,  and  our  country's  liberty, 
when  it  shall  require  firm  hearts  in  sound  bodies  to  stand  and  cover 
their  stations,  rather  than  to  see  the  ruin  of  our  protestation,  and 
the  enforcement  of  a  slavish  life.'  Vol.  I.  p.  S33. 
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We  have  enlarged  on  the  strictness  and  loftiness  of 
MHton's  virtue,  not  only  from  our  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, but  that  we  may  put  to  shame  and  silence,  those 
men  tvho  make  genius  an  apology  for  vice,  and  take  the 
sacred  fire,  kindled  by  God  withm  them,  to  inflame 
men's  passions,  and  to  minister  to  a  vile  sensuality. 

We  see  Milton's  greatness  of  mind  in  his  fervent 
and  constant  attachment  to  liberty.  Freedom,  in  all  its 
forms  and  branches,  was  dear  to  him,  but  especially 
freedom  of  thought  and  speech,  of  conscience  and  wor- 
ship, freedom  to  seek,  profess,  and  propagate  trutli. 
The  liberty  of  ordinary  politicians,  which  protects  men's 
outward  rights,  and  removes  restraints  from  the  pursuit 
of  property  and  outward  good,  fell  very  short  of  that 
for  which  Milton  lived,  and  was  ready  to  die.  The  ty- 
ranny which  he  hated  most,  was  that  which  broke  the 
intellectual  and  moral  power  of  the  community.  The 
worst  feature  of  the  institutions  which  he  assailed,  was, 
that  they  fettered  the  mind.  He  felt  within  himself 
that  the  human  mind  had  a  principle  of  perpetual 
growth,  that  it  was  essentially  difibsive  and  made  foir 
pn^ess,  and  he  wished  every  chain  broken,  that  it 
might  run  the  race  of  truth  and  virtue  with  increasing 
ardor  and  success.  This  attachment  to  a  spiritual  and 
refined  freedom,  which  never  forsook  him  in  the  hottest 
controversies,  contributed  greatly  to  protect  his  genius, 
imagination,  taste,  and  sensibility  from  the  withering 
and  polluting  influences  of  public  station,  and  of  the 
rage  of  parties.  It  threw  a  hue  of  poetry  over  politics, 
and  gave  a  sublime  reference  to  his  service  of  the  com- 
monwealth. Tlje  fact  that  Milton,  in  that  stormy  day, 
and  amidst  the  trials  of  public  ofiice,  kept  his  high  fac- 
ulties undepraved,  was  a  proof  of  no  common  greatness. 
Politics,  however  they  make  the  intellect  active,  saga- 
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cious,  and  inventive,  within  a  certain  sphere,  generally 
extinguish  its  thirst  for  universal  truth,  paralyse  senti- 
ment and  imagination,  corrupt  the  simplicity  of  the 
mind,  destroy  that  confidence  in  human  virtue,  M^hich 
lies  at  the  foundation  of  philanthropy  and  generous  sacri- 
fices, and  end  in  cold  and  prudent  selfishness.  MiltCHi 
[Missed  through  a  revolution,  which,  in  its  last  stages  and 
issue,  was  peculiarly  fitted  to  damp  enthusiasm,  to  scat- 
ter the  visions  of  hope,  and  to  infuse  doubts  of  the  real- 
ity of  virtuous  principle ;  and  yet  the  ardor,  and  moral 
feeling,  and  enthusiasm  of  his  youth,  came  forth  jmhurt, 
and  even  exalted  from  the  triad. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  Milton's  devotion  to 
liberty,  it  ought  to  be  recorded,  that  he  wrote  his  cele- 
brated *  Defence  of  the  People  of  England  '  after  being 
distinctly  forewarned  by  his  physicians,  that  the  effect 
of  this  exertion  would  be  the  utter  loss  of  sight.  His 
reference  to  this  part  of  his  history,  in  a  short  poetical 
efiiision,  is  too  characteristic  to  be  withheld.  It  is  in- 
scribed to  Cyriac  Skinner,  the  friend  to  whom  he  ap- 
pears to  have  confided  his  lately  discovered  '  Treatise 
on  Christian  Doctrine.' 

^  Cyriac,  this  three  jears  day  these  eyes,  though  clear- 
To  outward  view,  of  hlemish  or  of  spot, 

Bereft  of  light,  their  seeing  have  forgot, 

Nor  to  their  idle  orbs  doth  sight  appear 
Of  sun,  or  moon,  or  star  throughout  the  year, 

Or  man,  or  woman.     Yet  I  argue  not 

Against  Heaven's  hand  or  will,  nor  bate  a  jot 

Of  heart  or  hope,  but  still  bear  up  and  steer 
Bight  onward.    What  supports  me,  dost  thou  ask? 

The  conscience,  Friend,  to  have  lost  them  overplied 

In  Liberty's  defence,  my  noble  task. 
Of  which  all  Europe  rings  from  side  to  side. 

This  thought  might  lead  me  through  the  world's  vain  mask, 

Content  though  blind,  had  I  no  better  guide.' 

Sofmd  XXII. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


35 

We  see  Milton's  magnanimity  in  the  ciicmnstances 
under  which  *  Paradise  Lost '  was  written.  It  was  not 
in  prosperity,  in  honor,  and  amidst  triumphs,  but  in  dis- 
appointment, desertion,  and  in  what  the  world  calls 
disgrace,  that  he  composed  that  work.  The  cause  with 
which  he  had  identified  himself,  had  failed.  His  friends 
were  scattered ;  liberty  was  trodden  under  foot;  and  her 
devoted  champion  was  a  by-word  among  the  triumph- 
ant royalists.  But  it  is  the  prerogative  of  true  great- 
ness to  glorify  itself  in  adversity,  and  to  meditate  and 
execute  vast  enterprises  in  defeat.  Milton,  fallen  in 
outward  condition,  afflicted  with  blindness,  disappointed 
in  his  best  hopes,  applied  himself  with  characteristic 
energy  to  the  sublimest  achievement  of  intellect,  solac- 
ing himself  with  great  thoughts,  with  splendid  creations, 
ai^  with  a  prophetic  confidence,  that  however  neglect- 
ed in  his  own  age,  he  was  framing  in  his  works  a  bond 
of  union  and  fellowship  with  the  illustrious  spirits  of  a 
brighter  day.  We  delight  to  contemplate  him  in  his 
retreat  and  last  years.  To  the  passing  spectator,  he 
seemed  fiadlen  and  forsaken,  and  his  blindness  was  re- 
proached as  a  judgment  from  God.  But  though  sight- 
less, he  lived  in  light.  His  inward  eye  ranged  through 
universal  nature,  and  his  imagination  shed  on  it  bright- 
er beams  than  the  sun.  Heaven,  and  hell,  and  paradise 
were  open  to  him.  He  visited  past  ages,  and  gathered 
round  him  ancient  sages  and  heroes,  prophets  and  apos- 
tles, brave  knights  and  gifted  bards.  As  he  looked  for- 
ward, ages  of  liberty  dawned  and  rose  to  his  view,  and 
he  felt  that  he  was  about  to  bequeath  to  them  an  in- 
heritance of  genius,  ^  which  would  not  fade  away,'  and 
was  to  live  in  the  memory,  reverence,  and  love,  of  re- 
motest generations. 
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We  have  enlarged  on  Milton's  character,  not  only 
from  the  pleasure  of  paying  that  sacred  debt  which  the 
mind  owes  to  him  who  has  quickened  and  delighted  it, 
but  from  an  apprehension  that  Milton  has  not  yet 
reaped  his  due  harvest  of  esteem  and  veneration.  The 
mists  which  the  prejudices  and  bigotry  of  Johnson 
spread  over  his  bright  name,  are  not  yet  wholly  scatter- 
ed, though  fast  passing  away.  We  wish  not  to  dispar- 
age Johnson.  We  could  find  no  pleasure  in  sacrificing 
one  great  man  to  the  manes  of  another.  But  we  owe 
it  to  Milton  and  to  other  illustrious  names,  to  say,  that 
Johnson  has  failed  of  the  highest  end  of  biography, 
which  is  to  give  immortality  to  virtue,  and  to  call  forth 
fervent  admiration  towards  those  who  have  shed  splen- 
dor on  past  ages.  We  acquit  Johnson,  however,  of 
intentional  misrepresentation.  He  did  not,  and  could 
not,  appreciate  Milton.  We  doubt  whether  two  other 
minds,  having  so  little  in  common  as  those  of  which  we 
are  now  speaking,  can  be  found  in  the  higher  walks  of 
literature.  Johnson  was ,  great  in  his  own  ^bere,  but 
that  sphere  was  comparatively  'of  the  earth,'  whilst 
Milton's  was  only  inferior  to  that  of  angels.  It  was 
customary,  in  the  day  of  Johnson's  glory,  to  call  him  a 
giant,  to  class  him  with  a  mighty,  but  still  an  earth- 
bom  race.  Milton  we  should  rank  among  seraphs. 
Johnson's  mind  acted  chiefly  on  man's  actual  condition, 
on  the  realities  of  life,  on  the  springs  of  human  action, 
on  the  passions  which  now  agitate  society,  and  he  seems 
hardly  to  have  dreamed  of  a  higher  state  of  the  human 
mind  than  was  then  exhibited.  Milton,  on  the  other 
hand,  burned  with  a  deep,  yet  calm  love  of  moral  gran- 
deur and  celestial  purity.  He  thought,  not  so  much 
of  what  man  is,  as  of  what  he  might  become.    His  own 
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mind  was  a  revelation  to  him  of  a  higher  condition  of 
humanity,  and  to  promote  this  he  thirsted  and  toiled  for 
freedom,  as  the  element  for  the  growth  and  improve- 
ment of  his  nature. — In  religion  Johnson  was  gloomy 
and  inclined  to  superstition,  and  on  the  subject  of  gov- 
ernment leaned  towards  absolute  power ;  and  the  idea 
of  reforming  either,  never  entered  his  mind  but  to  dis- 
turb and  provoke  it.  The  church  and  the  civil  polity 
under  which  he  lived,  seemed  to  him  perfect,  unless  he 
may  have  thought  that  the  former  would  be  improved 
by  a  larger  infusion  of  Romish  rites  and  doctrines,  and 
the  latter  by  an  enlargement  of  the  royal  prerogative. 
Hence  a  tame  acquiescence  in  the  present  forms  of  re- 
ligion and  government,  marks  his  works.  Hence  we 
find  so  little  in  his  writings  which  is  electric  and  soul- 
kindling,  and  which  gives  the  reader  a  consciousness 
of  being  made  for  a  state  of  loftier  thought  and  feeling 
than  the  present.  Milton's  whole  soul,  on  the  contrary, 
revolted  against  the  maxims  of  legitimacy,  hereditary 
faith,  and  servile  reverence  for  established  power.  He 
could  not  brook  the  bondage  to  which  men  had  bowed 
for  ages.  *  Reformation'  was  the  first  word  of  public 
wammg  which  broke,  from  his  youthful  lips,  and  the 
hope  of  it  was  the  solace  of  his  declming  years.  The 
difference  between  Milton  and  Johnson,  may  be  traced, 
not  only  in  these  great  features  of  mind,  but  in  their 
whole  characters.  Milton  was  refined  and  spiritual  in 
his  habits,  temperate  almost  to  abstemiousness,  and  re- 
fireriied  himself  after  intellectual  effort  by  music.  John- 
son inclined  to  more  sensual  delights.  Milton  was 
exquisitely  alive  to  the  outward  creation,  to  sounds,  mo- 
tions, and  forms,  to  natural  beauty  and  grandeur.  John- 
son, through  defect  of  physical  organization,  if  not 
through  deeper  deficiency,  had  little  susceptibility  oi 
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these  pure  and  delicate  pleasures,  and  would  not  have 
exchanged  the  Strand  for  the  vale  of  Tempe  or  the 
gardens  of  the  Hesperides.  How  could  Johnson  be 
ju^t  to  Milton  !  The  comparison  which  we  have  in- 
stituted, has  compelled  us  to  notice  Johnson's  defects* 
But  we  trust  we  are  not  blind  to  his  merits.  His  state- 
ly march,  his  pomp  and  power  of  language,  his  strength 
of  thought,  his  reverence  for  virtue  and  religion,  his 
vigorous  logic,  his  practical  wisdom,  his  insight  intothe 
qurings  of  human  action,  and  tlie  solenm  pathos  which 
occasionally  pervades  his  descriptions  of  life  and  his 
references  to  his  own  history,  command  our  willing  ad- 
miraticMi.  That  he  wanted  enthusiasm  and  creative 
imagination  and  lofty  sentiment,  was  not  his  £ault. 
We  do  not  blame  him  for  not  being  Milton.  We  love 
intellectual  power  in  all  its  forms,  and  delight  in  the 
variety  of  mind.  We  blame  him  only  that  his  passions, 
prejudices,  and  bigotry  engaged  him  in  the  unworthy 
task  of  obscuring  the  brighter  glory  of  one  of  the  most 
gifted  and  virtuous  men.  We  would  even  treat  what 
we  deem  the  faults  of  Johnson  with  a  tenderness  ap^ 
proaching  respect ;  for  they  were  results,  to  a  degree 
which  man  cannot  estimate,  of  a  diseased,  irritable, 
nervous,  unhappy  physical  temperament,  and  belonged 
to  the  body  more  than  to  the  mind.  We  only  ask  the 
friends  of  genius  not  to  put  their  faith  in  Johnscm's  dc- 
lineaticMis  of  it.  His  biographical  works  are  tinged 
with  his  notoriously  strong  prejudices,  and  c£  all  his 
^  Lives,'  we  hold  that  of  Milton  to  be  the  most  apocry- 
phal. 

We  here  close  our  general  remarks  on  Milton's  in- 
tellectual and  moral  qualities.  We  venerate  him  as  a 
man  of  genius,  but  still  more  as  a  man  of  magnaninnty 
and  christian  virtue,  who  regarded  genius  and  poetry 
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as  sacred  gifts,  imparted  to  him,  not  to  amuse  men  or  to 
build  up  a  reputation,  but  that  he  might  quicken  and  call 
forth  what  was  great  and  divine  in  his  fellow  creatures, 
and  might  secure  the  only  true  fame,  the  admiration 

o£  miuds  which  his  writings  were  to  kindle  and  exalt. 

• 

We  come  now  to  the  examination  of  the  newly  dis- 
covered *  Treatise  on  Christian  Doctrine,'  This  work, 
wc  have  said,  owes  its  chief  interest  to  the  character 
of  its  author.  From  its  very  nature,  it  cannot  engage 
and  fix  general  attention.  It  consists  very  much  of 
ejections  of  texts  of  scripture,  which,  however  exci- 
ting in  their  proper  places,  are  read  with  little  thought 
or  emotion  when  taken  from  their  ordinary  connexion, 
and  marshalled  under  systematic  heads.  Milton  aims 
to  give  us  the  doctrines  of  revelation  in  its  own  words. 
We  have  them  in  a  phraseology  long  familiar  to  us,  and 
we  are  disappointed;  for  w.e  expected  to  see  them,  not 
in  the  language  of  the  bible,  but  as  existing  in  the 
mind  of  Milton,  modified  by  his  peculiar  intellect  and 
sensibility,  combined  and  embodied  with  his  varioud 
knowledge,  illustrated  by  the  analosies,  brightened  by 
the  new  lights,  and  clothed  with  ^^^^issocmtionsj  with 
which  they  were  surrounded  by  this  gifted  man.  We 
hoped  to  see  these  d^trines  as  they  were  viewed  by 
Milton  in  his  mpments  of  s(^lemn  feeling  and  deep  coi^ 
templation,  when  they  perva<^ed  and  moved  his  whole 
soul.  Still  there  axe  passages  in  which  Milton's  mind 
is  kid  open  io  us.  We  refer  tq  the  parts  of  the  work, 
where  the  peculiarity  of  his  opinions  obliges  him  to 
state  his  reasons  for  adopting  them;  and  these  we  val- 
ue highly  for  the  vigor  and  independence  of  intellect 
with  which  they  are  impressed.  The  work  is  plain 
and  unambitious  in  style.     Its  characteristics  are  a  calm 
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earnestness,  and  that  profound  veneration  for  scripture, 
which  certain  denominations  of  Christians,  who  have 
little  congeniality  with  Milton,  seem  to  claim  as  a  mo- 
nopoly. 

His  introductioii  is  v^ortky  evety  ihan's  attention,  as 
a  deliberate,  mild  assertion  of  thl3  dearest  right  of  hu- 
man nature,  that  of  free  inquiry. 

*  If  I  commumcate  the  result  of  my  inquiries  to  the  world  at  large  ; 
if,  as  God  is  my  witness,  it  be  with  a  friendly  and  benignant  feeling 
towards  mankind,  that  I  readily  give  as  wide  a  circulation  as  possi- 
ble to  what  I  esteem  my  best  and  richest  possession,  I  hope  to 
meet  with  a  candid  reception  from  all  parties,  and  that  none  at  least 
will  take  unjust  offence,  even  though  many  things  should  be  brought 
to  light,  which  will  at  once  be  seen  to  differ  from  certain  received 
opinions.  I  earnestly  beseech  all  lovers  of  truth,  not  to  cry  out 
that  the  church  is  thrown  into  confusion  by  that  freedom  of  discus- 
sion and  inquiry,  which  is  granted  to  the  schools,  and  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  refused  to  no  believer,  since  we  are  ordered  to  prove  all 
ihingSy  and  since  the  daily  progress  of  the  light  of  truth  is  produc- 
tive, far  less  of  disturbance  to  the^church,  than  of  illumination  and 
edification.'  Vol.  I.  pp.  6 — 6. 

^  It  has  also  been  my  object  to  make  it  appear  from  the  opinions  I 
shall  be  found  to  have  advanced,  whether  new  or  old,  of  how  much 
'  consequence  to  the  christian  religion  is  the  liberty,  not  only  of  win- 
nowing and  sifting  every  doctrine,  but  also  of  thinking  and  even 
writing  respecting  it,  according  to  our  individual  faith  and  persua- 
sion; an  inference  which  will  be  stronger  in  proportion  to  the  weight 
and  importance  of  those  opinions,  or  rather  in  proportion  to  the  au- 
thority of  scripture,  on  the  abundant  testimony  of  which  they  rest. 
Without  this  liberty  there  is  neither  religion  nor  gospel — force  alone 
prevails,  by  which  it  is  disgraceful  for  the  christian  religion  to  be 
supported.  Without  this  liberty  we  are  still  enslaved,  not  indeed, 
as  formerly,  under  the  divine  law,  but,  what  is  worst  of  all,  under 
the  law  of  man,  or  to  speak  more  truly,  under  a  barbarous  tyranny.' 

Vol.  I.  pp.  7—8. 

On  that  great  subject,  the  character  of  God,  Milton 
has  given  nothing  particularly  worthy  of  notice,  except 
that  he  is  more  disposed  than  Christians  in  general,  to 
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conceive  of  the  Supreme  Being  under  the  forms  and 
affections  of  human  nature. 

^  If  God  habitually  assign  to  himself  the  members  and  fonn  of 
man,  why  shoubl  we  be  afraid  of  attributing  to  him  what  he  attri- 
butes to  himself,  so  long  as  what  is  imperfection  and  weakness,  when 
viewed  in  reference  to  ourselves,  be  considered  as  most  complete 
and  exceUent  whenever  it  is  imputed  to  God  ? '    Vol.  I.  p.  23. 

Milton  is  not  the  first  Christian,  who  has  thought  to 
render  the  Supreme  Being  more  interesting  by  giving 
him  human  shape.  We  doubt  the  wisdom  of  this  ex- 
pedient. To  spiritualize  our  conceptions  of  him,  seems 
to  us  the  true  process  for  strengthening  our  intimacy 
with  him ;  for  in  this  way  only  can  we  think  of  him  as 
immediately  present  to  our  minds.  As  far  as  we  give 
him  a  material  form,  we  must  assign  to  him  a  place,  and 
that  place  will  almost  necessarily  be  a  distant  one,  and 
thus  we  shall  remove  him  from  the  soul,  which  is  his 
true  temple.  Besides,  a  definite  form  clashes  with 
God's  infinity,  which  is  his  supreme  distinction  and  on 
no  account  to  be  obscured ;  for  strange  as  it  may  seem 
to  those  who  know  not  their  own  nature,  this  incompre- 
hensible attribute  is  that  which  above  all  things  consti- 
tutes the  correspondence  or  adaptaticm,  if  we  may  so 
speak,  of  God  to  the  human  mind. 

In  treating  of  God's  efficiency,  Milton  strenuously 
maintains  human  freedom,  in  opposition  to  the  Calvinis- 
tic  doctrine  of  predestination.  He  maintains  that  God's 
decrees  do  not  encroach  on  moral  liberty ;  for  our  free 
agency  is  the  very  object  decreed  and  predestined  by 
the  Creator.  He  maintains  that  some  of  the  passages 
of  scripture  which  speak  of  election^  are  to  be  under- 
stood of  an  election  to  outward  privileges,  not  to  ever- 
lasting life  ;  and  that  in  other  texts,  which  relate  to  the 
4* 
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future  state,  the  election  spoken  of,  is  not  an  arlatrary 
choice  of  individuals,  but  of  that  class  or  description  of 
persons,  be  it  large  or  small,  who  shall  comply  with  the 
prescribed  terms  of  salvation ;  in  other  words,  it  is  a 
conditional,  not  an  absolute  election,  and  such  that 
every  individual,  if  he  will,  may  be  included  in  it. 
Milton  has  so  far  told  us  truth.  We  wish  that  we 
could  add,  that  he  had  thrown  new  light  on  free  agency. 
This  great  sul:9eqt  has  indeed  bafBed  as  ye,t  tBe  deep- 
est thinkers,  and  seems  now  to  be  consigned,  with  oth- 
er sublime  topics,  under  the  sweeping  denomination  of 
*  metaphysics,^  to  general  neglect.  But  let  it  not  be 
given  up  in  despair.  The  time  is  ccHning,  when  the  hu- 
man intellect  is  to  strike  into  new  fields,  and  to  view 
itself  and  its  Creator  and  the  universe,  firmn  new  posi- 
tions, and  we  trust  that  the  darkness  which  has  so  long 
hung  over  our  mcNral  nature  will  be  gradually  dispersed. 
This  attribute  of  free  agency,  through  which  an  intelli- 
gent being  is  strictly  and  properly  a  cause,  an  agent, 
an  originator  of  mcnral  good  or  moral  evil,  and  not  a 
mere  machine,  determined  by  outward  influences,  or  by 
a  secret,  yet  resistless  efficiency  of  God,  which  virtual- 
ly makes  Him  the  author  and  sole  author  of  all  human 
actions — this  moral  freedom,  which  is  the  best  image 
of  the  creative  energy  of  the  Deity,  seems  to  us  the 
noblest  object  of  philosophical  investigation.  However 
questioned  and  darkened  by  a  host  of  metaphysicians, 
it  is  recognised  in  the  commton  consciousness  of  every 
human  being.  It  is  the  ground  of  responsibility,  the 
fountain  of  moral  feeling.  It  is  involved  in  all  moral 
judgments  and  affections,  and  thus  gives  to  social  life 
its  whole  interest;  whilst  it  is  the  chief  tie  between  the 
soul  and  its  Creator.  The  fact  that  philosophers  have 
attempted  to  discard  free  agency  from  their  explanations 
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of  moral  phenomena,  and  to  sol]^t  all  human  action 
to  necessity,  to  mechanical  causes,  or  other  extraneous 
influences,  is  proof  enough,  that  the  science  of  the  mind 
has  as  yet  penetrated  little  beneath  the  surface,  that  the 
depths  of  the  soul  are  still  unexplored. 

Milton  naturally  passes  from  his  chapter  on  the  Su- 
preme Being,  to  the  consideration  of  those  topics  which 
have  always  been  connected  with  this  part  of  theology; 
we  mean,  the  character  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  nature 
(rf  the  Holy  Spirit.  All  our  readers  are  probably  aware 
that  Milton  has  here  declared  himself  an  Anti-trinita- 
rian,  and  strenuously  asserted  the  strict  and  prq)er 
unity  of  God.  His  chapter  on  *  The  Son  of  God,'  is 
the  most  elaborate  one  m  the  work.  His  ^  prefatory 
remarks '  are  highly  interesting,  as  joining  with  a  man- 
ly assertion  of  his  right,  an  affectionate  desire  to  con- 
ciliate the  Christians  from  whom  he  differed. 

'  I  cannot  enter  upon  subjects  of  so  much  difficulty  as  the  Son  of 
€k>d  and  the  Hohf  Spirity  without  again  premising  a  few  introductory 
words.  If  indeed  I  were  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which 
requires  implicit  obedience  to  its  creed  on  all  points  of  faith,  I 
should  have  acquiesced  from  education  or  habit  in  its  simple  decree 
and  authority,  even  though  it  denies  that  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity, 
as  now  received,  is  capable  of  being  proved  from  any  passage  of 
scripture.  But  since  I  enrol  myself  among  the  number  of  those 
who  acknowledge  the  word  of  God  alone  as  the  rule  of  faith,  and 
freely  advance  what  appears  to  me  much  more  clearly  deducible 
from  the  holy  scriptures  than  the  commonly  received  opinion,  I  see 
no  reason  why  any  one  who  belongs  to  the  same  Protestant  or  Re- 
formed Church,  and  professes  to  acknowledge  the  same  rule  of  feith 
as  myself,  should  take  offence  at  my  freedom,  particularly  as  I  im- 
pose my  authority  on  no  one,  but  merely  propose  what  I  think  more 
worthy  of  belief  than  the  creed  in  general  acceptation.  I  only  en- 
treat that  my  readers  will  ponder  and  examine  my  statements  in  a 
spirit  which  desires  to  discover  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  with  a 
mind  free  from  prejudice.  For  without  intending  to  oppose  the  aii-~ 
thority  of  scripture^  whkh  I  consider  inviolably  sacred,  I  onlyjtoke 
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upon  myself  to  refute  human  interpretations  as  often  as  the  occasion 
requiresi  conformahly  to  my  right,  or  rather  to  my  duty,  as  a  man. 
If  indeed  those  with  whom  I  have  to  contend,  were  able 'to  produce 
direct  attestation  from  Heaven  to  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  which 
they  espouse,  it  would  be  nothing  less  than  impiety  to  venture  to 
raise,  I  do  not  say  a  clamor,  but  so  much  as  a  murmur  against  it. 
But  inasmuch  as  they  can  lay  claim  to  nothing  more  than  human 
powers,  assisted  by  that  spiritual  illumination  which  is  common  to 
all,  it  is  not  unreasonable  that  they  should  on  their  part  allow  the 
privileges  of  diligent  research  and  free  discussion  to  another  inquir- 
er, who  is  seeking  truth  through  the  same  means  and  in  the  same 
way  as  themselves,  and  whose  desire  of  benefiting  mankind  is 
equal  to  their  own,'  Vol.  I.  pp.  103 — 105. 

Milton  teaches,  that  the  Son  of  God  is  a  distinct 
being  from  Gdd,  and  inferior  to  him,  that  he  existed 
before  the  world  was  made,  that  he  is  the  first  of  the 
creation  of  God,  and  that  afterwards  all  other  things 
were  made  by  him,  as  the  instrument  or  minister  of  his 
Father.  He  maintains,  in  agreement  with  Dr.  Clarke, 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  person,  an  intelligent  agent, 
but  created  and  inferior  to  God.  This  opinion  of  Mil- 
ton is  the  more  remarkable,  because  he  admits  that, 
before  the  time  of  Christ,  the  Jews,  though  accustomed 
to  the  phrase.  Holy  Spirit,  never  attached  to  it  the  idea 
of  personality,  and  that  both  in  the  Old  and  the  New 
Testament,  it  is  often  used  to  express  God  himself,  or 
?^is  power  and  agency.  It  is  strange,  that  after  these 
concessions,  he  could  have  found  a  difficulty  in  giving 
a  figurative  interpretation  to  the  few  passages  in  the 
New  Testament,  which  speak  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a 
person. 

We  are  unable  within  our  limits  to  give  a  sketch  of 
Milton's  strong  reasoning  against  the  supreme  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ.  We  must,  however,  pause  a  moment 
to  thank  God  that  he  has  raised  up  this  illustrious  advo- 
cate of  the  long  obscured  doctrine  of  the  Divine  Unity. 
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We  can  now  bring  forward  the  three  greatest  and 
noblest  minds  of  modern  times,  and,  we  may  add,  of 
the  christian  era,  as  witnesses  to  that  Great  Truths  of 
which,  in  an  humbler  and  narrower  sphere,  we  desire 
to  be  the  defenders.  Our  Trinitarian  adversaries  are 
perpetually  ringing  in  our  ears  the  names  of  Fathers 
and  Reformers.  We  take  Milton,  Locke,  and  Newton, 
and  place  them  in  our  front,  and  want  no  others  to  op- 
pose to  the  whole  array  of  great  names  on  the  opposite 
side.  Before  these  intellectual  suns,  the  stars  of  self- 
named  Orthodoxy,  ^  hide  their  diminished  heads. '  To 
these  eminent  men  (Erod  communicated  such  unusual 
measures  of  light  and  mental  energy,  that  their  names 
spring  up  spontaneously,  when  we  think  or,  would  speak 
of  the  greatness  of  our  nature.  Their  theological  opin- 
ions were  the  fruits  of  patient,  profound,  reverent  study 
of  the  scriptures.  They  came  to  tliis  work,  with  minds 
not  narrowed  by  a  technical,  professional  education, 
but  accustomed  to  broad  views,  to  the  widest  range  of 
thought.  They  were  shackled  by  no  party  connexions. 
They  were  warped  by  no  clerical  ambition,  and  subdued 
by  no  clerical  timidity.  They  came  to  this  subject  in 
the  fulness  of  their  strength,  with  free  minds  open  to 
truth,  and  with  unstained  purity  of  life.  They  came 
to  it  in  an  age,  when  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity  was 
instilled  by  education,  and  upheld  by  the  authority  of 
the  church,  and  by  penal  Ikws.  And  what  did  these 
great  and  good  men,  whose  intellectual  energy  and  love 
of  truth  have  made  them  the  chief  benefactors  of  the 
human  mind,  what,  we  ask,  did  they  discover  in  the 
scriptures  ?  a  triple  divinity  ?  three  infinite  agents  ? 
three  infinite  objects  of  worship  ?  three  persons,  each  of 
whom  possesses  his  own  distinct  offices,  and  yet  shares 
equally  in  the  godhead  with  the  rest  ?     No !     Scripture 
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j^ed  with  nature  and  with  that  secret  voice  in  the 
heart,  which  even  idolatry  could  not  always  stifle,  and 
taught  them  to  bow  reverently  before  the  One  Infinite 
Father,  and  to  ascribe  to  Him  alone,  supreme,  self-exist- 
«nt  divinity. — Our  principal  object  in  these  remarks  has 
been  to  show,  that  as  far  as  great  names  are  argumenis, 
the  cause  of  Anti-trinitarianism,  or  of  God's  proper 
Unity,  is  supported  by  the  strongest.  But  we  ow^  it 
to  truth  t#  say,  that  we  put  little  trust  in  these  fashioii- 
able  proofii.  The  chief  use  of  great  names  in  religious 
controversy,  is,  to  balance  and  neutralise  one  another, 
that  the  unawed  and  unfettered  mind  may  think  and 
judge  with  a  due  ^elf-reverence,  and  with  a  solemn 
sense  of  accountableness  to  God  alone. 

We  have  called  Milton  an  Anti-trinitarian.  But  v^e 
have  no  desire  to  identify  him  with  any  sect.  His  mind 
was  too  independent  and  universal  to  narrow  itself  to 
human  creeds  and  parties.  He  is  supposed  to  hav« 
separated  himself,  in  his  last  years,  from  all  the  denom- 
inations around  him ;  and  were  he  now  living,  we  are 
not  sure  that  he  would  find  one  to  which  he  would 
be  strongly  attracted.  He  would  probably  stand  first 
among  that  class  of  Christians,  more  munerous  than  is 
supposed,  and,  we  hope,  increasing,  who  are  too  jealous 
of  the  rights  of  the  mind,  and  too  dissatisfied  with  the 
clashing  systems  of  the  age,  to  attach  themselves  close- 
ly to  any  party ;  in  whom  the  present  improved  state  6f 
theology  has  created  a  consciousness  of  defect,  rather 
than  the  triumph  of  acquisition ;  who,  however  partial  to 
their  own  creed,  cannot  persuade  themselves,  that  it  is 
the  ultimate  attainment  of  the  human  mind,  and  that 
distant  ages  will  repeat  its  articles  as  reverently  as  the 
Catholics  do  the  decrees  of  Trent ;  who  contend  earnest- 
ly far  free  inquiry,  not  because  all  who  inquire  will  think 


Digitized  by 


Google 


47 

as  they  do,  but  because  some  at  least  may  be  expected 
to  outstrip  them,  and  to  be  guides  to  higher  truth. 
With  this  nameless  and  spreading  class,  we  have  strong 
sympathies.  We  want  new  lights  and  care  not  whence 
it  comes ;  we  want  reformers  worthy  of  the  name ;  and 
w^  should  rejoice  in  such  a  manifestation  of  Christian- 
ity, as  woidd  throw  all  present  systems  into  obscurity. 
We  come  now  to  a  topic  on  which  Milton  will  pro- 
bably startle  a  majority  of  readers.  He  is  totally  op- 
posed, as  were  most  of  the  ancient  philosophers,  to  the 
doctrine  of  God's  creating  the  universe  out  of  nothing; 
He  maintains,  that  there  can  be  no  action  without  a 
passive  material  oa  which  the  act  is  exerted,  and  that 
accordingly  the  world  was  framed  out  of  a  preexistent 
matter.  To  the  question.  What  and  whence  is  this 
primary  matter?  he  answers.  It  is  from  God,  ^  an  efflux 
of  the  Deity.'  ^  It  proceeded  from  God,'  and  conse- 
quently no  additional  existence  was  produced  by  crea- 
tion, nor  is  matter  capable,  of  annihilation.  A  specimen 
of  his  speculations  on  this  subject,  is  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing quotation. 

'  It  is  clear  then  that  the  world  was  framed  out  of  matter  of  some  * 
kind  or  other.  For  since  action  and  passion  are  relative  terms,  and 
since,  consequently,  no  agent  can  act  externally,  unless  there  be 
some  patient,  such  as  matter,  it  appears  impossible  that  God  could 
hare  created  this  world  out  of  nothing  ;  not  from  any  defect  of  pow- 
er on  his  part,  but  because  it  was  necessary  that  something  should 
have  previously  existed  capable  of  receiving  passively  the  exertion 
of  the  divine  efficacy.  Since,  therefore,  both  scripture  and  reason 
concur  in  pronouncing  that  all  these  things  were  made,  not  out  of 
nothing,  but  out  of  matter,  it  necessarily  follows,  that  matter  must 
either  have  always  existed  independently  of  €U>d,  or  have  originated 
from  God  at  some  particular  point  of  time.  That  matter  should 
have  been  always  independent  of  €rod,  (seeing  that  it  is  only  a  pas- 
sive principle,  dependent  on  the  Deity,  and  subservient  to  him  ;  and 
seeing,  moreover,  that  as  in  number,  considered.  abstrMtly,  so  al- 
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so  in  time  or  eternity y  there  is  no  inherent  force  or  efficacy ,)  that 
matter,  I  say,  should  have  existed  of  itself  from  all  eternity,  is  in- 
conceiyable.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  did  not  exist  from  all  eternity, 
it  is  difficult  to  understand  from  whence  it  derives  its  origin.  There 
remains,  therefore,  but  one  solution  of  the  difficulty,  for  which  more- 
over we  have  the  authority  of  scripture,  namely,  that  all  things  are 
of  God.'  Vol.  I.  pp.  236,  237. 

This  doctrine  naturally  led  Milton  to  another;  viz. 
that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  supposed  distinction  be- 
tween body  and  soul ;  for,  if  matter  is  an  ^efflux  of  the 
Deity,'  it  is  plainly  susceptible  of  intellectual  func- 
tions.    Accordingly  our  author  affirms, — 

^  That  man  is  a  living  being,  intrinsically  and  properly  one  and 
individual,  not  compound  or  separable,  not,  according  to  the  dom- 
mon  opinion,  made  up  and  framed  of  two  distinct  and  different  na- 
tures, as  of  soul  and  body,-^but  the  whole  man  is  soul,  andjthesoul 
man  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  body,  or  substance,  individual,  animated,  sen- 
sitive, and  rational.'  Vol.  I.  pp.  250,  251. 

We  here  learn  that  a  passage  in  Paradise  Lost,  which 
we  have  admired  as  poetry,  was  deemed  by  Milton 
sound  philosophy. 

^  0  Adam,  One  Almighty  is,  from  whom 

All  things  proceed,  and  up  to  him  return. 

If  not  depraved  from  good,  created  all 

Such  to  perfection,  one  first  matter  ally 

Indued  with  various  forms,  various  degrees 

Of  substance,  and,  in  things-that  live,  of  life  : 

But  more  refined,  more  spirituous,  and  pure. 

As  nearer  td  him  placed  or  nearer  tending. 

Each  in  their  several  active  spheres  assigned, 

T\U  hodij  up  to  spirit  work^  in  bounds 

Proportioned  to  each  kind.     So  from  the  root 

Springs  lighter  the  green  stalk,  fi-om  thence  the  leaves 

More  aery,  last  the  bright  consummate  flower 

Spirits  odorous  breathes ;  flowers  and  their  fruit, 

Man's  nourishment,  by  gradual  scale  sublimed, 

To  vital  spirits  aspire,^  to  animal. 

To  tufettecteo/.'  P«r.l4w<,  A,  r./inef  469— 486. 
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These  speculations  of  Milton  will  be  received  in  this 
age,  with  more  favor  or  with  less  aversion,  than  in  his 
own;  for,  from  the  time  of  Locke,  the  discussions 
<^  philosophers  have  tended  to  unsettle  our  notions  of 
matter,  and  no  man  is  hardy  enough  now  to  say,  what 
it  is,  or  what  it  may  not  be.  The  idealism  of  Berke- 
ley, though  it  has  never  organized  a  sect,  has  yet  sen- 
sibly influenced  the  modes  of  thinking  among  metaphy- 
sicians; and  the  coincidence  of  this  system  with  the 
theory  of  certain  Hindoo  philosophers,  may  lead  us  to 
suspect,  that  it  contains  some  great  latent  truth,  of 
which  the  European  and  Hindoo  intellect,  so  generally 
at  variance,  have  caught  a  glimpse.  Matter  is  indeed 
a  Proteus,  which  escapes  us  at  the  moment  we  hope 
to  seize  it.  Priestley  was  anxious  to  make  the  soul 
material ;  but  for  this  purpose,  he  was  obliged  to  change 
matter  from  a  substance  into  a  power,  that  is,  into  no 
matter  at  all ;  so  that  he  destroyed,  in  attempting  to 
difluse  it.  We  have  thrown  out  these  remarks,  to  res- 
cue Milton's  memory  from  the  imputation,  which  he 
was  the  last  man  to  deserve,  of  irreverence  towards 
God ;  for  of  this  some  will  deem  him  guilty  in  tracing 
matter  to  the  Deity  ^s  its  fountain.  Matter,  which 
seems  to  common  people  so  intelligible,  is  still  wrapped 
in  mystery.  We  know  it  only  by  its  relation  to  mind, 
or  as  an  assemblage  of  powers  to  awaken  certain  sensa- 
tions. Of  its  relation  to'  God,  we  may  be  said  to  know 
nothing.  Perhaps,  as  knowledge  advances,  we  shall 
discover  that  the  Creator  is  bound  to  his  works  by 
stronger  and  more  intimate  ties,  than  we  now  imagine. 
We  do  not  then  quarrel  with  such  suggestions  as  Mil- 
ton's, though  we  cannot  but  wonder  at  the  earnestness 
with  which  he  follows  out  such  doubtful  speculations. 
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Milton  next  proceeds  to  the  consideration  of  man's 
state  in  Paradise,  and  as  marriage  was  the  only  social 
relation  then  subsisting,  he  introduces  here  his  views  of 
that  institution,  and  of  polygamy  and  divorce.  These 
views  show,  if  not  the  soundness,  yet  the  characteristic 
independence  of  his  mind.  No  part  of  his  book  has 
given  such  offence  as  his  doctrine  of  the  lawfulness  of 
polygamy,  and  yet  nowhere  is  he  less  liable  to  reproach. 
It  is  plain  that  his  error  was  founded  on  his  reverence 
for  scripture.  He  saw  that  polygamy  was  allowed  to 
the  best  men  in  the  Old  Testament,  to  patriarchs  be- 
fore the  law,  who,  he  says,  were  thje  objects  of  God's 
special  favor,  and  to  eminent  individuals  in  subsequent 
ages  ;  and  finding  no  prohibition  of  it  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament, he  believed,  that  not  only  holy  men  would  be 
traduced,  but  scripture  dishonored,  by  pronouncing  it 
morally  evil.  We  are  aware  that  some  will  say,  that 
the  practice  is  condemned  in  the  New  Testament ;  and 
we  grant  that  it  is  censured  by  implication  in  these 
words  of  Christ,  *  Whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife, 
except  it  be  for  fornication,  and  shall  marry  another, 
committeth  adultery.'  *  But  we  believe  it  to  be  an 
indisputable  fact,  that  although  Christianity  was  first 
preached  in  Asia,  which  had  been  from  the  earliest  ages 
the  seat  of  polygamy,  the  apostles  never  denounced  it 
as  a  crime,  and  never  required  their  converts  to  put 
away  all  wives  but  one.  *  What  then  ? '  some  may  say. 
*  Are  you  too  the  advocates  of  the  lawfulness  of  poly- 
gamy ? '  We  answer,  No.  We  consider  our  religion 
as  decidedly  hostile  to  this  practice  ;  and  we  add,  what 
seems  to  us  of  great  importance,  that  this  hostility  is 
not  the  less  decided,  because  no  express  prohibition  of 
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polygamy  is  found  in  the  New  Testament ;  for  Christi- 
anity is  not  a  system  of  precise  legislation,  marking 
out  with  literal  exactness  everything  to  be  done,  and 
everything  to  be  avoided ;  but  an  inculcation  of  broad 
principles,  which  it  intrusts  to  individuals  and  to  society 
to  be  applied  according  to  their  best  discretion.  It  is 
through  this  generous  peculiarity,  that  Christianity  is 
fitted  to  be  a  universal  religion.  Through  this,  it  can 
subsist  and  blend  itself  with  all  stages  of  society,  and 
can  live  in  the  midst  of  abuses,  which  it  silently  and 
powerfully  overcomes,  but  against  which  it  would  avail 
little,  were  it  immediately  to  lift  up  the  voice  of  denun- 
ciation. We  all  know  that  long  cherished  corruptions, 
which  have  sent  their  roots  through  the  whole  frame  of 
a  conununity,  cannot  be  torn  up  at  once,  without  dis- 
solving society-  To  Christianity  is  committed  the  sub- 
lime office  of  eradicating  all  the  errors  and  evils  of  the 
world ;  but  this  it  does  by  a  process  corresponding  with 
man's  nature,  by  working  a  gradual  revolution  in  the 
mind,  which,  in  its  turn,  works  a  safe  and  effectual  re- 
volution in  manners  and  life.  No  argument,  therefore, 
in  favor  of  a  practice,  can  be  adduced  from  the  fact, 
that  it  is  not  explicitly  reprobated  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment. For  example,  Chri^ianity  went  forth  into  com- 
munities, where  multitudes  were  held  in  slavery,  and 
all  ranks  were  ground  and  oppressed  by  despotism ; 
abuses  on  which  the  spirit  of  our  religion  frowns  as 
sternly  as  on  any  which  can  be  named.  Yet  Christi- 
anity did  not  command  the  master  to  free  his  slaves,  or 
the  despot  to  descend  from  his  absolute  throne ;  but 
satisfied  itself  with  proclaiming  sublime  truths  in  regard 
to  God's  paternal  character  and  administration,  and 
broad  and  generous  principles  of  action,  leaving  to  these 
the  work  of  breaking  every  chain,  by  a  gradual,  inward. 
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irresistible  influence,  and  of  asserting  the  essential 
equality  and  unalienable  rights  of  the  whole  human 
race. — We  cannot  leave  this  topic,  without  adding,  that 
not  only  Milton's  error  on  polygamy,  but  many  other 
noxious  mistakes,  have  resulted  from  measuring  Chris- 
tianity by  the  condition  of  the  primitive  church,  as  if 
that  were  the  standard  of  faith  and  practice,  as  if  every- 
thing allowed  then  were  wise  and  good,  as  if  the  reli- 
gion were  then  unfolded  in  all  its  power  and  extent. 
The  truth  is,  that  Christianity  was  then  in  its  infancy. 
The  apostles  .communicated  its  great  truths  to  the  rude 
minds  of  Jews  and  Heathens ;  but  the  primitive  church 
did  not,  and  could  not,  understand  all  that  was  involved 
in  those  principles,  all  the  applications  of  which  they 
are  susceptible,  all  the  influences  they  were  to  exert  on 
the  human  mind,  all  the  combinations  they  were  to 
form  with  the  new  truths  which  time  was  to  unfold,  all 
the  new  lights  in  which  they  were  to  be  placed,  all  the 
adaptations  to  human  nature  and  to  more  advanced 
states  of  society,  which  they  were  progressively  to 
manifest.  In  the  first  age,  the  religion  was  adminis- 
tered with  a  wise  and  merciful  conformity  to  the  ca- 
pacities of  its  recipients.  With  the  progress  of  intelli- 
gence, and  the  developement  of  the  moral  faculties, 
Christianity  is  freeing  itself,  and  ought  to  be  freed, 
from  the  local,  temporary,  and  accidental  associations 
of  its  childhood.  Its  great  principles  are  coming  forth 
more  distinctly  and  brightly,  and  condeipning  abuses 
and  errors,  which  have  passed  current  for  ages.  This 
great  truth,  for  such  we  deem  it,  that  Christianity  is  a 
growing  light,  and  that  it  must  be  more  or  less  ex- 
pounded by  every  age  for  itself,  was  not  suflSciently 
apprehended  by  Milton  ;  nor  is  it  now  understood  as  it 
will  be.     For  want  of  apprehending  it,  Christianity  Ls 
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administered  now,  too  much  as  it  was  in  ages,  when 
nothing  of  our  literature,  philosophy,  and  spirit  of  im- 
provement existed ;  and  consequently  it  does  not,  we 
fear,  exert  that  entire  and  supreme  sway  over  strong 
and  cultivated  minds,  which  is  its  due,  and  which  it 
must  one  day  obtain. 

Milton  has  connected  with  polygamy  the  subject  of 
divorce,  on  which  he  is  known  to  have  differed  from 
many  Christians.  He  strenuously  maintains  in  the 
work  under  review,  and  more  largely  in  other  treatises, 
that  the  violation  of  the  marriage  bed  is  not  the  sole 
ground  of  divorce,  but  that  *  the  perpetual  interruption 
of  peace  and  affection  by  mutual  differences  and  un- 
kindness,  is  a  sufficient  reason '  for  dissolving  the  con- 
jugal relation.     On  this  topic  we  cannot  enlarge. 

We  now  arrive  at  that  part  of  Milton's  work,  in  which 
his  powerful  mind  might  have  been  expected  to  look 
beyond  the  prevalent  opinions  of  his  day,  but  in  which 
he  has  followed  the  beaten  road,  almost  without  devia-  ' 
tion,  seldom  noticing  difficulties,  and  hardly  seeming  to 
know  their  existence.  We  refer  to  the  great  subjects 
of  the  moral  condition  of  mankind,  and  of  redemption 
by  Jesus  Christ.  The  doctrine  of  original  sin  he  has 
assumed  as  true,  and  his  faith  in  it  was  evidently 
strengthened  by  his  doctrine  of  the  identity  of  the  soul 
with  the  body,  in  consequence  of  which  he  teaches,  that 
souls  are  propagated  from  parents  to  children,  and  not 
unmediately  derived  from  God,  and  that  they  are  born 
with  an  hereditary  taint,  just  as  the  body  contracts 
hereditary  disease.  It  is  humbling  to  add,  that  he  sup- 
ports this  doctrine  of  the  propagation  of  sin  by  physi- 
cal contagion,  on  the  ground  that  it  relieves  the  Crea- 
tor from  the  charge  of  originating  the  corruption,  which 

we  are  said  to  bring  into  life  ;  as  if  the  infinitely  pure 
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and  good  God  could,  by  a  covert  agency,  infect  with 
moral  evil  the  passive  and  powerless  mind  of  the  infant, 
and  then  absolve  himself  of  the  horrible  work  by  im- 
puting it  to  instruments  of  his  own  ordination!  Mil- 
ton does  not,  however,  believe  in  total  depravity,  feeling 
that  this  would  free  men  from  guilt,  by  taking  away  all 
power  ;  and  he  therefore  leaves  us  a  portion  of  the  di- 
vine image,  not  enough  to  give  us  a  chance  of  virtue, 
but  enough  to  take  away  excuse  from  sin.  Such  are 
the  *  tender  mercies '  of  theology !  With  respect  to 
Christ's  mediation,  he  supposes,  that  Christ  saves  us 
by  bearing  our  punishment,  and  in  this  way  satisfying 
God's  justice.  His  views  indeed  are  not  expressed 
with  much  precision,  and  seem  to  have  been  formed 
without  much  investigation.  On  these  great  subjects, 
of  human  nature  and  redemption,  we  confess,  we  are 
disappointed  in  finding  the  spirit  of  Milton  satisfying  it- 
self with  the  degrading  notions  which  prevailed  around 
him.  But  we  remember,  that  it  is  the  order  of  Provi- 
dence, that  the  greatest  minds  should  sympathize  much 
with  their  age,  and  that  they  contribute  the  more  to 
the  progress  of  mankind,  by  not  advancing  too  fast  and 
too  far  beyond  their  cotemporaries.  In  this  part  of  his 
work,  Milton  maintains,  that  the  death  threatened  to 
sin  extends  equally  to  body  and  soul,  which  indeed  he 
was  bound  to  do,  as  he  holds  the  soul  and  body  to  be 
one ;  and  he  then  proceeds  to  defend  with  his  usual  pow- 
er the  necessary  inference,  that  all  consciousness  is  sus- 
pended between  death  and  the  resurrection.  We  have 
no  faith  in  this  doctrine,  but  we  respect  the  courage 
with  which  he  admits  and  maintains  whatever  can  be 
fairly  deduced  from  his  opinions. 

Having  concluded  the  subject  of  redemption,  he  pas- 
ses to  what  he  calls  '  man's  renovation,  or  the  change 
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whereby  the  sinner  is  brought  into  a  state  of  grace  J ' 
and  here,  though  he  is  not  always  perspicuous,  yet  he 
seldom  deviates  from  what  was  then  the  beaten  road. 
We  owe  it,  however,  to  Milton,  to  say,  that,  although 
he  sometimes  approached,  he  never  adopted  Calvinism. 
All  the  distinguishing  articles  of  that  creed,  total  deprav- 
ity, election  and  reprobation,  Christ  dying  for  the  elect 
only,  irresistible  grace,  the  perseverance  of  the  saints, 
and  justification  by  mere  faith,  all  are  denied  and  oppos- 
ed by  him,  and  some  with  great  strength.  Swayed  as 
Milton  was  by  the  age  in  w^hich  he  lived,  his  spirit  could 
not  be  subdued  to  the  heart-withering  faith  of  the  Gen- 
evan school. 

We  now  come  to  a  subject  in  which  Milton  was  deep- 
ly interested ;  we  mean  Christian  Liberty,  under  which 
head  may  be  included  the  discipline  of  the  church,  the 
power  of  ministers,  and  the  rights.of  the  people.  To 
vindicate  the  liberty  of  Christians,  and  to  secure  them 
from  all  outward  impositions  and  ordinances,  he  main- 
tains that  the  whole  Mosaic  law  is  abolished,  so  that  no 
part  is  binding  on  Christians;  a  doctrine  which  may 
startle  many,  who  believe  that  the  moral  precepts  of 
that  law  are  as  binding  now  as  ever.  But  such  persons 
differ  little  in  reality  from  Milton,  whose  true  meaning 
is,  that  these  precepts  bind  Christians,  not  through  the* 
authority  of  Moses,  which  is  wholly  done  away,  but 
only  because  they  are  taken  up  and  incorporated  mto 
Christianity,  which  is  our  only  law,  and  which  has  set 
forth  whatever  was  permanently  valuable  in  Judaism,  in 
a  more  perfect  form,  and  with  more  powerful  sanctions. 

As  another  branch  of  the  liberty  of  Christians,  he 
maintains,  as  we  may  well  suppose,  the  right  of  every 
believer  to  consult  the  scriptures  and  to  judge  of  them 
for  himself.    Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  takes  the  ground 
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ol  Quakerism,  and  maintains  that  the  Christian,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  scriptures,  has  an  inward  guide,  with  which 
no  human  authority  should  interfere. 

^  Under  the  gospel  we  possess,  as  it  were,  a  twofold  scripture, 
one  external,  which  is  the  written  word,  and  the  other  internal, 
which  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  written  in  the  hearts  of  helievers,  accord- 
ing to  the  promise  of  G^,  and  with  the  intent  that  it  should  hj  no 
means  be  neglected.'  Vol.  II.  p.  172.  'The  external  scripture*** 
has  been  liable  to  frequent  corruption,  and  in  some  instances  has 
been  corrupted,  through  the  number,  and  occasionally  the  bad  faith 
of  those  by  whom  it  has  been  handed  down,  the  variety  and  discre- 
pancy of  the  original  manuscripts,  and  the  additional  diversity  pro- 
duced by  subsequent  transcripts  and  printed  editibns.  But  the 
Spirit  which  leads  to  truth,  cannot  be  corrupted,  neither  is  it  easy 
to  deceive  a  man  who  is  really  spiritual.'  p.  173.  '  It  is  difficult  to 
conjecture  the  purpose  of  Providence  in  committing  the  writings  of 
the  New  Testament  to  such  uncertain  and  variable  guardianship, 
unless  it  were  to  teach  us  by  this  very  circumstance,  that  the  Spirit 
whiph.  is  given  to  us,  is  i  more  certain  guide  than  scripture,  whom, 
therefore,  it  is  our  duty  to  follow.'  p.  174.  *  Hence  it  follows,  that 
when  an  acquiescence  in  human  opinions  or  an  obedience  to  human 
authority  in  matters  of  religion  is  exacted,  in  the  name  either  of  the 
church  or  of  the  christian  magistrate,  from  those  who  are  themselves 
led  individually  by  the  spirit  of  God,  this  is  in  effect  to  impose  a 
yoke,  not  on  man,  but  on  the  Holy  Spirit  itself.'     p.  176. 

This,  in  words,  is  genuine  Quakerism  ;  but  whether 
Milton  understood  by  the  Holy  Spirit  that  immediate 
revelation,  which  forms  the  leading  doctrine  of  that 
creed,  we  doubt.  To  this  doctrine  it  may  be  objected, 
and  we  think  Milton  must  have  felt  the  objection,  that 
it  disparages  and  discourages  our  faculties,  and  produces 
inaction  of  mind,  leading  men  to  expect  from  a  sudden 
flash  from  Heaven,  the  truth  which  we  are  taught  to 
seek  by  the  right  use  of  our  own  powers.  We  imagine 
that  Milton  believed  that  the  Holy  Spirit  works  with 
and  by  our  own  understandings,  arid,  instead  of  super- 
seding reason,  invigorates  and  extends  it.     But  this  is 
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not  the  only  place  where  his  precise  views  are  obscured 
by  general  expressions,  or  by  rapid  and  superficial  no- 
tices of  subjects. 

In  Milton's  views  of  the  church  and  the  ministry, 
we  have  other  proofs  of  his  construing  the  scriptures  in 
the  manner  most  favorable  to  christian  liberty.  He 
teaches  that  the  universal  church  has  no  head  but  Christ, 
and  that  the  power  arrogated  by  popes,  councils,  and 
bishops,  is  gross  usurpation.  In  regard  to  particular 
churches  he  is  a  strict  Congregationalist.  Each  church, 
he  says,  is  competent  to  its  own  government,  and  con- 
nected with  others  only  by  the  bond  of  charity.  No 
others  are  authorised  to  interfere  with  any  of  its  con- 
cerns, but  in  the  way  of  brotherly  counsel. 

^  £very  church  conedsting  of  the  above  parts,'  i.  e.  well  instnict- 
ed  beliereni, '  however  small  its  numbers,  is  to  be  considered  asgpi 
itself  an  integral  and  perfect  church,  so  far  as  regards  its  religious 
rights  ;  nor  has  it  any  superior  on  earth,  whether  individual,  or  as- 
sembly, or  convention,  to  whom  it  can  be  lawfully  required  to  ren- 
der submission;  inasmuch  as  no  believer  out  of  its  pale,  nor  any  or- 
der or  council  of  men  whatever,  has  a  greater  right  than  itself,  to 
expect  a  participation  in  the  written  word  and  the  promises,  in  the 
presence  of  Christ,  in  the  presiding  influence  of  the  Spirit,  and  in 
those  gracious  gifts  whiclfare  the  reward  of  united  prayer.' 

Vol.  II.  p.  194. 

The  choice  of  the  minister,  he  says,  belongs  to  the 
people.  The  minister,  if  possible,  should  serve  the 
church  gratuitously,  and  live  by  the  labor  of  his  own 
hands.  This  unpaid  service  he  pronounces  more  noble 
and  consonant  to  our  Lord's  example  and  that  of  the 
apostles.  In  accordance  with  these*  views,  he  favors 
the  idea  of  a  church  consisting  of  few  members. 

*  All  that  pertains  to  the  worship  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  be- 
tievers,  alt,  in  short,  that  is  necessary  to  constitute  a  church,  may 
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be  dulj  and  orderly  transacted  in  a  particular  church,  within  the 
walls  of  a  private  house,  and  where  the  numbers  assembled  are  in- 
considerable. Nay,  such  a  church,  when  in  compliance  with  the 
interested  views  of  its  pastor  it  allows  of  an  increase  of  numbers 
beyond  what  is  convenient,  deprives  itself  in  a  great  measure  of  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  meeting  in  common.' 

Vol.  II.  p.  194. 

He  maintains  that  ministers  are  not  to  monopolisse 
public  instruction,  or  the  administration  of  the  ordinan- 
ces ;  but  that  all  Christians,  having  sufficient  gifts,  are 
to  participate  in  these  services. 

^  The  custom  of  holding  assemblies  is  to  be  maintained,  not  after 
the  present  mode,  but  according  to  the  apostolical  institution,  which 
did  not  ordain  that  an  individual,  and  he  a  stipendiary,  should  have 
the  sole  right  of  speaking  from  a  higher  place,  but  that  each  be- 
liever in  turn  should  be  authorised  to  speak,  or  prophesy,  or  teach, 
or  exhort,  according  to  his  gifts  ;  insomuch  that  even  the  weakest 
a^ong  the  brethren  had  the  privilege  of  asking  questions,  and  con- 
sulting the  elders  and  more  experienced  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion.' Vol.  II.  p.  203.  *  Any  believer  is  competent  to  act  as  an 
ordinary  mimstery  according  as  convenience  may  require,  provided 
only  he  be  endowed  with  the  necessary  gifts  ;  these  gifts  constitu- 
ting his  mission. '  p.  153.  '  If  therefore  it  be  competent  to  any 
believer  whatever  to  preach  the  gospel,  provided  he  be  furnished 
with  the  requisite  gifts,  it  is  also  competent  to  him  to  administer 
the  rite  of  baptism ;  inasmuch  as  the  latter  office  is  inferior  to  the 
former.'  p.  167.  *  With  regard  to  the  Lord's  supper  also,  it  has 
been  shown,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  that  all  are  entitled  to  par- 
ticipate in  that  rite,  but  that  the  privilege  of  dispensing  the  ele- 
ments is  confined  to  no  particular  man,  or  order  of  men.'     p.  158. 

We  entirely  accord  with  the  spirit  of  freedom  vrhich 
these  passages  breathe  ;  but  from  some  of  the  particu- 
lar views  we  dissent.  The  great  error  of  Milton  lies 
in  supposing  that  the  primitive  church  was  meant  to  be 
a  model  for  all  ages.  But  can  we  suppose  that  the 
church  at  its  birth,  when  it  was  poor,  persecuted,  hem- 
med in  by  Judaism  and  Heathenism,  supplied  imper- 
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fectly  with  written  rules  and  records,  dependent  for 
instruction  chiefly  on  inspired  teachers,  and  composed 
of  converts  who  had^  grown  up  and  been  steeped  in 
Jewish  and  Heathen  errors,  can  we  imagbe,  that  in 
these  circumstances  the  church  took  a  form  which  it 
ought  to  retain  as  sacred  and  unalterable,  in  its  tri- 
umphs, and  prosperity,  and  diffusion,  and  in  ages  of 
greater  light  and  refinement  ?  We  know  that  in  the 
first  ages  there  were  no  ministers  with  salaries,  or  edi- 
fices for  public  worship.  Christians  met  in  private 
houses,  and  sometimes  in  the  obscurest  they  could  find. 
On  these  occasions,  the  services  were  not  monopolized 
by  an  individual,  but  shared  by  the  fraternity ;  nor  is 
there  a  hint  in  the  New  Testament  that  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Lord's  supper  and  baptism  was  confined  to 
the  minister.  But  in  all  this  we  have  no  rule  for  the 
present  day.  Indeed  it  seems  to  us  utteriy  repugn|pit 
to  the  idea  of  a  universal  religion,  intended  for  all  ages 
and  nations,  and  for  all  the  progressive  states  of  society 
to  the  end  of  the  world,  to  suppose  that  in  its  infancy 
it  established  an  order  of  worship,  instruction,  and  dis- 
cipline, which  was  to  remain  inviolable  in  all  future 
times.  This  doctrine  of  an  inflexible  form,  seems  to 
us  servile,  superstitious,  and  disparaging  to  Christianity. 
Our  religion  it  too  spiritual  and  inward,  and  cares  too 
little  about  its  exterior,  to  bind  itself  in  this  everlasting 
chain.  The  acknowledged  indefiniteness  of  the  New 
Testament  in  regard  to  this  subject,  is  no  mean  proof 
of  the  enlarged  and  prospective  wisdom  of  its  founder. 
We  believe,  that,  with  the  diffusion  of  liberal  views, 
the  question  will  arise,  whether  our  religion  cannot  be 
taught  and  administered  in  methods  and  forms  more 
adapted,  than  those  which  now  prevail,  to  its  spirit  and 
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great  design,  to  the  principles  of  human  nature,  and  to 
the  condition  and  wants  of  society.  Among  the  changes 
which  may  grow  from  this  discussion,  we  do  not  antici- 
pate the  adoption  of  Milton's  plan  of  sentencing  minis- 
ters to  earn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow ;  for 
we  think  that  we  see  reasons,  in  the  general  spread  of 
knowledge,  for  enlarging  their  means  and  opportunities 
of  study  and  intellectual  culture,  that  they  may  meet 
the  increasing  demand  for  more  enlightened  inculcaticm 
of  christian  truth.  At  the  same  time,  it  seems  to  us 
not  unlikely,  that,  in  conformity  to  Milton's  suggestion, 
public  instruction,  instead  of  continuing  to  be  a  mono- 
poly of  ministers,  may  be  extended  freely  to  men  of 
superior  intelligence  and  piety,  and  that  the  results  of 
this  arrangement  may  be,  the  infusion  of  new  life, 
power,  and  practical  wisdom  into  religious  teaching, 
and  the  substitution  of  a  more  natural,  free,  and  various 
eloquence,  for  the  technical  and  monotonous  mode  of 
treating  subjects,  which  clings  so  often  and  so  obstinate- 
ly to  the  performances  of  the  pulpit. — Again,  we  do 
not  expect,  among  the  changes  of  forms  and*  outward 
worship,  that  Christians,  to  meet  our  author's  views, 
will  shut  their  churches,  and  meet  in  private  houses ;  for 
large  religious  edifices,  and  large  congregations,  seem 
to  us  among  the  important  means  of  collecting  and  in- 
teresting in  Christianity,  the  mass  of  the  community. 
But  perhaps  narrower  associations  for  religious  improve- 
ment may  be  formed,  in  which  the  formalities  of  public 
worship  will  be  relaxed,  and  Christians  may  reap  the 
benefits  of  the  more  ^miliar  and  confidential  meetings 
of  the  primitive  converts.  It  is  indeed  a  great  question, 
how  the  public  administration  of  Christianity,  including 
modes  of  discipline,  instruction,  and  worship,  may  be 
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rendered  more  impressive  and  effectual.  This  field  is 
almost  untrodden ;  but  if  we  read  aright  the  signs  of 
the  times,  the  day  for  exploring  it  draws  nigh. 

We  have  said  that  whilst  we  dissent  from  some  of 
Milton's  views  on  the  subject  of  our  present  remarks, 
we  agree  in  their  spirit.  It  was  evidently  the  aim  of 
all  his  suggestions,  to  strip  the  clergy,  as  they  are  call- 
ed, of  that  peculiar,  artificial  sanctity,  with  which  su- 
perstition had  long  arrayed  them,  and  which  had  made 
their  simple,  benignant  office,  one  of  the  worst  instru- 
ments of  ambition  and  despotism.  We  believe  that 
this  institution  will  never  exert  its  true  and  full  power 
on  the  church  and  on  the  world,  until  the  childish  awe 
with  which  it  has  been  viewed,  shall  be  exchanged  for 
enlightened  esteem,  and  until  men,  instead  of  expecting 
firoffl  it  certain  mysterious,  undefined  influences,  shall 
see  in  it  a  rational  provision  for  promoting  virtue  and 
happiness,  not  by  magic,  but  according  to  the  fixed 
laws  of  human  nature. 

The  remainder  of  the  *  Treatise  on  Christian  Doc- 
trine,' famishes  topics  on  which  we  should  willingly 
remark ;  but  we  have  only  time  to  glance  at  the  opin- 
ions in  which  Milton  differs  from  the  majority.  He  re- 
jects infant  baptism,  and  argues  against  it  with  his  usual 
earnestness  and  strength.  He  not  only  affirms  with 
many  other  Christians,  that  the  fourth  commandment, 
relating  to  the  Sabbath,  is  abolished  with  the  rest  of  the 
Mosaic  system,  but  maintains,  what  few  have  done,  that 
under  the  gospel  no  time  is  appointed  for  public  wor- 
ship, but  that  the  observance  of  the  first  day  of  the 
week  rests  wholly  on  expediency,  and  on  the  agree- 
ment of  Christians.  He  believes,  that  Christ  is  to  ap- 
pear visibly  for  the  judgment  of  the  world,  and  that  he 
will  reign  a  thousand  years  on  earth,  at  the  end  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


62 

which  period  Satan  will  assail  the  church  with  an  m- 
numerable  confederacy,  and  be  overwhelmed  with  ever- 
lasting ruin.  He  speaks  of  the  judgment  as  beginning 
with  Christ's  second  advent,  and  as  comprehending  his 
whole  government  through  the  millenium,  as  well  as 
the  closing  scene,  when  sentence  will  be  pronounced 
on  evil  angels,  and  on  the  whole  •  human  race.  We 
have  now  given,  we  believe,  all  the  peculiarities  of 
Milton's  faith.  As  for  that  large  part  of  his  work  in 
which  he  has  accumulated  scriptural  proofs  of  doctrines 
and  duties  in  which  all  Christians  are  agreed,  its  gene- 
ral tenor  may  be  understood  without  further  remarks. 
It  may  now  be  asked.  What  is  the  value  of  this  book  ? 
We  prize  it  chiefly  as  a  testimony  to  Milton's  profound 
reverence  for  the  christian  religion,  and  an  assertion 
of  the  freedom  and  rights  of  the  mind.  We  are  oblig- 
ed to  say,  that  the  work  throws  little  new  light  on 
the  great  subjects  of  which  it  treats.  Some  will  say, 
that  this  ought  not  to  surprise  us ;  for  new  light  is  not 
to  be  looked  for  'm  the  department  of  theology.  But 
if  this  be  true,  our  religion  may  be  charged  with  the 
want  of  adaptation  to  our  nature  in  an  essential  point ; 
for  one  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  human  mind 
is  its  thirst  for  constantly  enlarging  knowledge,  and  its 
proneness  to  lose  its  interest  in  subjects  which  it  has 
exhausted.  The  chid"  cause  of  Milton's  failure,  was, 
that  he  sought  truth  too  exclusively  in  the  past,  and 
among  the  dead.  He  indeed  called  no  man  master, 
and  disclaimed  the  authority  of  Fathers,  and  was  evi- 
dently dissatisfied  with  all  the  sects  which  had  preced- 
ed or  were  spread  around  him.  Still  he  believed  in 
the  perfection  of  the  primitive  church,  and  that  Chris- 
tianity, instead  of  being  carried  forward,  was  to  be  car- 
ried back  to  its  original  purity.     To  use  his  own  strik- 
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ing  language,  *  the  lovely  form  of  Truth,'  which  Chris- 
tians at  first  embraced,  *  had  been  hewn  into  a  thousand 
pieces,  lik€  the  mangled  body  of  Osiris,  and  scattered 
to  the  four  winds ; '  and  consequently  he  believed,  that 
the  great  duty  of  her  friends,  was,  *  to  gather  up  limb 
by  limb,  and  bring  together  every  joint  and  member.' 
In  conformity  with  this  doctrine,  he  acted  too  muc)i  as 
an  eclectic  theologian,  culling  something  from  almost 
every  sect,  and  endeavouring  to  form  an  harmonious 
system  from  materials  *  gathered  from  the  four  winds.' 
He  would  have  done  better,  had  he  sought  truth  less 
in  other  minds,  and  more  in  the  communion  of  his  own 
soul  with  scripture,  nature,  God,  and  itself.  The  fact 
is,  that  the  church,  from  its  beginning,  has  been  imper- 
fect in  knowledge  and  practice,  and  our  business,  is,  not 
to  rest  in  the  past,  but  to  use  it  as  a  means  of  a  purer 
and  brighter  futurity.  Christianity  began  to  be  corrupt- 
ed at  its  birth,  to  be  debased  by  earthly  mixtures,  as 
soon  as  it  touched  the  earth.  The  seeds  of  that  cor- 
ruption which  grew  and  shot  up  into  the  overshadowing 
despotism  of  papal  Rome,  were  sown  in  the  age  of  the 
apostles,  as  we  learn  in  the  Epistles ;  and  we  infer 
fit)m  the  condition  of  the  world,  that  nothing  but  a 
stupendous  moral  miracle,  subverting  all  the  laws  of 
the  human  mind,  could  have  prevented  their  develope- 
ment.  Who,  that  understands  human  nature,  does  not 
know,  that  old  associations  are  not  broken  up  in  a  mo- 
ment ;  that  to  minds,  plunged  in  a  midnight  of  error, 
truth  must  gradually  open  like  the  dawning  day ;  that 
old  views  will  mingle  with  the  new;  that  old  ideas, 
which  we  wish  to  banish,  will  adhere  to  the  old  words 
to  which  they  were  formerly  attached ;  and  that  the 
sudden  and  entire  eradication  of  long-rooted  errors, 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  creation  of  a  new  intellect  ? 
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How  long  did  the  apostles,  under  Christ's .  immediate 
tuition,  withstand  his  instructions !  Even  Peter,  after 
the  miraculous  illumination  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  re- 
mained ignorant,  until  the  message  from  Cornelius,  of 
that  glorious  feature  of  Christianity,  the  abolition  of 
the  Jewish  peculiarity,  and  the  equal  participation  of 
the  Gentiles  with  the  J^ws  in  the  blessings  of  the 
Messiah.  As  soon  as  Christianity  was  preached,  it  was 
blended  with  Judaism,  which  had  power  to  neutralize 
the  authority  of  Paul  in  many  churches.  In  like  man- 
ner, it  soon  began  to  be  *  spoiled '  of  its  simplicity, 
'  by  philosophy  and  science  falsely  so  called,'  and  to  be 
encumbered  by  pagan  ceremonies.  The  first  Christians 
were  indeed  brought  into  *  wonderful  light,'  if  their 
christian  state  be  compared  with  the  darkness  from 
which  they  had  emerged ;  but  not  if  compared  with 
the  perfection  of  knowledge  to  which  Christ  came  to 
exalt  the  human  race.  The  earliest  Fathers,  as  we 
learn  from  their  works,  were  not  receptive  of  large 
communications  of  truth.  Their  writings  abound  in 
puerilities  and  marks  of  childish  credulity,  and  betray 
that  indistinctness  of  vision,  which  is  experienced  by 
men  who  issue  from  thick  darkness  into  the  light  of 
day.  In  the  ages  of  barbarism  which  followed  the  fall 
of  the  Roman  empire,  Christianity,  though  it  answered 
wise  purposes  of  Providence,  was  more  and  more  dis- 
figured and  obscured.  The  Reformation  was  indeed  a 
glorious  era,  but  glorious  for  its  reduction  of  papal  and 
clerical  power,  and  for  the  partial  liberation  of  the  mind, 
rather  than  for  immediate  improvements  of  men's  ap- 
prehensions of  Christianity.  Some  of  the  Reformers 
invented  or  brought  back  as  injurious  errors  as  those 
they  overthrew.  Luther's  consubstantiation  differed 
from  the  pope's  transubstantiation  by  a  syllable,  and 
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that  was  all  the  gain ;  and  we  may  safely  say,  that 
transobstantiation  was  a  less  monstrous  doctrine  than 
the  five  points  of  Calvin.  How  vain,  therefore,  was 
Milton's  search  for  *  the  mangled  Osiris,'  for  *  the  love- 
.y  form  and  immortal  features  of  Truth,'  in  the  history 
of  the  church ! 

Let  us  not  be  misunderstood,  as  if  we  would  cut  off 
the  present  age  from  the  past.  We  mean  not,  that 
Milton  should  have  neglected  the  labors  of  his  prede- 
cessors. He  believed  justly,  that  all  the  periods  ainl 
generations  of  the  human  family,  are  bound  together 
by  a  sublime  connexion,  and  that  the  wisdom  of  each 
age  is  chiefly  a  derivation  from  all  preceding  ages,  not 
excepting  the  most  ancient,  just  as  a  noble  stream, 
through  its  whole  extent  and  in  its  widest  overflowings, 
still  holds  communication  with  its  infant  springs,  gush- 
ing out  perhaps  in  the  depths  of  distant  forests,  or  on 
the  heights  of  solitary  mountains.  We  only  mean  to 
say,  that  the  stream  of  religious  knowledge  is  to  swell 
and  grow  through  its  whole  course,  and  to  receive  new 
contributions  from  gifted  minds  in  successive  genera- 
tions. We  only  regret  that  Milton  did  not  draw  more 
from  the  deep  and  full  fountains  of  his  own  soul.  We 
wish  only  to  teach,  that  antiquity  was  the  infancy  of 
our  race,  and  that  its  acquisitions,  instead  of  being 
rested  in,  are  to  bear-us  onward  to  new  heights  of  truth 
and  virtue.  We  mean  not  to  complain  of  Milton  for  not 
doing  more.  He  rendered  to  mankind  a  far  greater  ser- 
vice than  that  of  a  teacher  of  an  improved  theology. 
He  taught  and  exemplified  that  spirit  of  intellectual 
freedom,  through  which  all  the  great  conquests  of  truth 
are  to  be  achieved,  and  by  which  the  human  mind  is  to 
attain  to  a  new  consciousness  of  its  sublime  faculties, 
and  to  invigorate  and  expand  itself  forever. 
6* 
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We  here  close  our  remarks  on  Milton.  In  offering 
this  tribute,  we  have  aimed  at  something  higher  than 
to  express  and  gratify  our  admiration  of  an  eminent 
man.  We  believe  that  an  enlightened  and  exalted 
mind  is  a  brighter  manifestation  of  God  than  the  out- 
ward universe ;  and  we  have  set  forth,  as  we  have 
been  able,  the  praises  of  an  illustrious  servant  of  the 
Most  High,  that  through  him,  glory  may  redound  to 
the  Father  of  all  spirits,  the  Fountain  of  all  wisdom  and 
magnanimous  virtue.  And  still  more ;  we  believe  that 
the  sublime  intelligence  of  Milton  was  imparted,  not 
for  his  own  sake  only,  but  to  awaken  kindred  virtue 
and  greatness  in  other  souls.  Far  from  regarding  him 
as  standing  alone  and  unapproachable,  we  believe  that 
he  is  an  illustration  of  what  all  who  are  true  to  their 
nature,  will  become  in  the  progress  of  their  being ;  and 
we  have  held  him  forth,  not  to  excite  an  ineffectual 
admiration,  but  to  stir  up  our  own  and  others'  breasts 
to  an  exhilarating  pursuit  of  high  and  ever-growing 
attainments  in  intellect  and  virtue. 
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NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE. 


The  Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte  by  Sir  Walter 
Scott  has  been  anticipated  with  an  eagerness,  propor- 
tioned to  the  unrivalled  powers  of  the  author,  and  to 
the  wonderful  endowments  and  fortunes  of  the  hero. 
That  the  general  expectation  has  been  satisfied,  we 
cannot  affirm.  But  few  will  deny,  that  the  writer  has 
given  us  a  monument  of  his  great  talents.  The  rapidity 
with  which  such  a  work  has  been  thrown  off  astonishes 
us.  We  think,  however,  that  the  author  owed  to  him- 
self and  to  the  public,  a  more  deliberate  execution  of 
this  important  undertaking.  He  should  either  have 
abandoned  it,  or  have  bestowed  on  it  the  long  and  pa- 
tient labor  which  it  required.  The  marks  of  negligence 
and  haste,  which  are  spread  through  the  work,  are  se- 
rious blemishes,  and  to  more  fastidious  readers  inex- 
piable defects.  It  wants  compression  and  selection 
throughout.  Many  passages  are  encumbered  with  ver- 
biage. Many  thoughts  are  weakened  by  useless  expan- 
sion and  worse  than  useless  repetition.  Comparisons 
are  accumulated  to  excess,  and  whilst  many  are  exqui- 
site, perhaps  as  many  are  trite  and  unworthy  of  history. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70 

The  remarks  are  generally  just,  but  obvious.  We 
state  these  defects  plainly,  that  we  may  express  the 
more  freely  our  admiration  of  the  talents,  which  have 
executed  so  rapidly,  a  work  so  extensive  and  various, 
so  rich  in  information,  so  fresh  and  vivid  in  descrip- 
tion, and  furnishing  such  abundant  specimens  of  a  free, 
graceful,  and  vigorous  style. 

The  work  has  the  great  merit  of  impartiality.  It  b 
probably  inaccurate  in  many  of  its  details,  but  singular- 
ly free  from  prejudice  and  passion.  Not  a  few,  who 
considered  that  the  author  was  both  a  Briton  and  a 
friend  of  the  principles  and  policy  of  Pitt,  were  expect- 
ing from  his  pen  a  discolored  delineation  of  the  impla- 
cable foe  of  England  and  of  that  great  minister.  But 
the  rectitude  of  his  mind,  and  his  reverence  for  histori- 
cal truth,  have  effectually  preserved  him  from  abusing 
the  great  power,  conferred  on  him  by  his  talents,  over 
public  opinion.  We  think  that  his  laudable  fear  of 
wronging  the  enemy  of  his  country,  joined  to  an  admi- 
ration of  the  dazzling  qualities  of  Napoleon,  has  led 
him  to  soften  unduly  the  crimes  of  his  hero,  and  to  give 
more  favorable  impressions  than  truth  will  vt^arrant. 

But  enough  of  the  author,  who  needs  not  our  praise, 
and  can  suffer  little  by  our  censure.  Our  concern  is 
with  his  subject.  A  just  estimate  of  the  late  emperor 
of  France  seems  to  us  important.  That  extraordinary 
man,  having  operated  on  the  world  with  unprecedented 
power  during  his  life,  is  now  influencing  it  by  his  char- 
acter. That  character,  we  apprehend,  is  not  viewed 
as  it  should  be.  The  kind  of  admiration  which  it  in- 
sjHres,  even  in  free  countries,  is  a  bad  omen.  The 
greatest  crime  against  society,  that  of  spoiling  it  of  its 
rights  and  loading  it  with  chains,  still  fails  to  move  that 
deep  abhorrence,  which  is  its  due ;  and  which,  if  really 
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felt,  would  fix  on  the  usurper  a  brand  of  indelible  in- 
famj.  Regarding  freedom  as  the  chief  interest  of 
boman  nature,  as  essential  to  its  intellectual,  moral,  and 
religious  progress,  we  look  on  men,  who  have  signaliz- 
ed themselves  by  their  hostility  to  it,  with  an  indigna- 
tion at  once  stem  and  sorrowful,  which  no  glare  of 
successful  war,  and  no  admiration  of  the  crowd,  can 
induce  us  to  suppress.  We  mean  th6n  to  speak  freely 
of  Napoleon.  But  if  we  know  ourselves,  we  could  on 
no  account  utter  one  unjust  reproach.  We  speak  the 
more  freely,  because  conscious  of  exemption  from  every 
feeling  like  animosity.  We  war  not  with  the  dead. 
We  would  resist  only  what  we  deem  the  pernicious 
iBfluence  of  the  dead.  We  would  devote  ourselves  to 
the  cause  of  freedom  and  humanity,  a  cause  perpetually 
betrayed  by  the  admiration  lavished  oa  prosperous  crime 
and  all-grasping  ambition.  Our  great  topic  will  be  the 
Character  of  Napoleon ;  and  with  this  we  shall  naturally 
inter^rse  reflections  on  the  great  interests  which  he 
perpetually  influenced. 

We  begin  with  observing,  that  it  is  an  act  of  justice 
to  Bonaparte  to  remember,  that  he  grew  up  under  dis- 
astrous influences,  in  a  troubled  day,  when  men's 
minds  were  convulsed,  old  institutions  overthrown,  old 
opinions  shaken,  old  restraints  snapped  asunder ;  when 
the  authority  of  religion  viras  spurned,  and  youth  aban- 
doned to  unwonted  license ;  when  the  imagination  was 
made  feverish  by  visions  of  indistinct  good,  and  the 
passions  swelled  by  the  sympathy  of  millions  to  a  re- 
sistless torrent.  A  more  dangerous  school  for  the 
character  cannot  well  be  conceived.  That  all-seeing 
Being,  who  knows  the  trials  of  his  creatures  and  the 
secrets  of  the  heart,  can  alone  judge  to  what  degree 
crimes  are  extenuated  by  circumstances  so  inauspicious. 
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This  we  must  remember  in  reviewing  the  history  of 
men,  who  were  exposed  to  trials  wiknown  to  ourselves. 
But  because  the  turpitude  of  an  evil  agent  is  diminished 
by  infelicities  of  education  or  condition,  we  must  not 
therefore  confound  the  immutable  distinctions  of  right 
and  wrong,  and  withhold  our  reprobation  from  atrocities 
which  have  spread  misery  and  slavery  far  and  wide. 

It  is  also  due  to  Napoleon  to  observe,  that  there  has 
always  existed,  and  still  exists,  a  mournful  obtuseness 
of  moral  feeling  in  regard  to  the  crimes  of  military  ainl 
political  life.  The  wrong-doing  of  public  men  on  a  large 
scale,  has  never  drawn  upon  them  that  sincere,  hearty 
abhorrence  which  visits  private  vice.  Nations  have 
seemed  to  court  aggression  and  bondage,  by  their  stu- 
pid, insane  admiration  of  sueeessful:  tyrants.  The 
wrongs,  from  which  men  have  suffered  most,  in  body 
and  mind,  are  yet  unpunished.  True ;  Christianity  has 
put  into  our  lips  censures  on  the  aspiring  and  the  usurp- 
ing. But  these  reproaches  are  as  yet  little  more  than 
sounds,  and  unmeaning  commonplaces.  They  are  re- 
peated for  form's  sake.  When  we  read  or  hear  them, 
we  feel  that  they  want  depth  and  strength.  They  are 
not  inward,  solemn,  burning  convictions,  breaking  from 
the  indignant  soul  with  a  tone  of  reality,  before  which 
guilt  would  cower.  The  true  moral  feeling  in  regard 
to  the  crimes  of  public  men  is  almost  to  be  created. 
We  believe,  then,  that  such  a  character  as  Bonaparte's, 
is  formed  with  very  little  consciousness  of  its  turpitude ; 
and  society,  which  contributes  so  much  to  its  growth, 
is  responsible  for  its  existence,  and  merits  in  part  the 
misery  which  it  spreads. 

Of  the  early  influences,  under  which  Bonaparte  was 
formed,  we  know  little.     He  was  educated  in  a  mili- 
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tary  school,  and  this,  we  apprehend,  is  not  an  institu- 
tion to  form  much  delicacy,  or  independence  of  moral 
feeling ;  for  the  young  soldier  is  taught,  as  his  first 
duty,  to  obey  his  superior  without  consulting  his  con- 
science ;  to  take  human  life  at  another's  bidding ;  to 
perform  that  deed,  which  above  all  others  requires  de- 
liberate conviction,  without  a  moment's  inquiry  as  to 
its  justice ;  and  to  place  himself  a  passive  instrument 
in  hands,  which,  as  all  history  teaches,  often  reek  with 
blood  causelessly  shed. 

His  first  political  association  was  with  the  Jacobins, 
the  most  sanguinary  of  all  the  factions  which  raged  in 
France,  and  whose  sway  is  emphatically  called  *the 
reign  of  terror.'  The  service  which  secured  his  com- 
mand in  Italy,  was  the  turning  of  his  artillery  on  the 
people,  who,  however  dangerous  when  acting  as  a  mob, 
happened  in  the  present  case  to  understand  their  rights, 
and  were  'directing  their  violence  against  manifest 
usurpation. 

His  first  campaign  was  in  Italy,  and  we  have  still  a 
vivid  recollection  of  the  almost  rapturous  admiration, 
with  which  we  followed  his  first  triumphs  ;  for  then  we 
were  simple  enough  to  regard  him  as  the  chosen  guar- 
dian of  liberty.  His  peculiar  tactics  were  not  then 
understood ;  the  secret  of  his  success  had  not  reached 
us ;  and  his  rapid  victories  stimulated  the  imagination 
to  invest  him  with  the  mysterious  powers  of  a  hero  of 
romance.  We  confess  that  we  cannot  now  read  the 
history  of  his  Italian  wars  without  a  quickened  move- 
ment in  the  veins.  The  rapidity  of  his  conceptions ; 
the  inexhaustibleness  of  his  invention ;  the  energy  of 
his  will ;  the  decision  which  suffered  not  a  moment's 
pause  between  the  purpose  and  its  execution ;  the  pre- 
sence of  mind,  which,  amidst  sudden  reverses  and  on 
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the  brink  of  ruin,  devised  the  means  of  safety  and  suc- 
cess ;  these  commanding  attributes,  added  to  a  courage, 
which,  however  suspected  afterwards,  never  faltered 
then,  compel  us  to  bestow,  what  indeed  we  have  no 
desire  to  withhold,  the  admiration  which  is  due  to  su- 
perior power. 

Let  not  the  friends  of  peace  be  offended^  We  have 
said,  and  we  repeat  it,  that  we  have  no  desire  to  with- 
hold our  admiration  from  the  energies,  which  war  often 
awakens.  Great  powers,*  even  in  their  perversion,  at- 
test a  glorious  nature,  and  we  may  feel  their  grandeur, 
whilst  we  condemn,  with  our  whole  strength  of  moral 
feeling,  the  evil  passions  by  which  they  are  depraved. 
We  are  willing  to  grant  that  war,  abhor  it  as  we  may, 
often  developes  and  places  in  strong  light,  a  force  of 
intellect  and  purpose,  which  raises  our  conceptions  of 
the  human  soul.  There  is  perhaps  no  moment  in  life, 
in  which  the  mind  is  brought  into  such  intense  action, 
in  which  the  will  is  so  strenuous,  and  in  which  irrepres- 
sible excitement  is  so  tempered  with  self-possession,  as 
in  the  hour  of  battle.  Still  the  greatness  of  the  war- 
rior is  poor  and  low  compared  with  the  magnanimity 
of  virtue.  It  vanishes  before  the  greatness  of  principle. 
The  martyr  to  humanity,  to  freedom,  or  religion ;  the 
unshrinking  adherent  of  despised  and  deserted  truth, 
who,  alone,  unsupported,  and  scorned,  with  no  crowd 
to  infuse  into  him  courage,  no  variety  of  objects  to  draw 
his  thoughts  from  himself,  no  opportunity  of  effort  or 
resistance  to  rouse  and  nourish  energy,  still  yields  him- 
self calmly,  resolutely,  with  invincible  philanthropy,  to 
bear  prolonged  and  exquisite  suffering,  which  one  re- 
tracting word  might  remove — such  a  man  is  as  superior 
to  the  warrior,  as  the  tranquil  and  boundless  heavens 
above  us,  to  the  low  earth  we  tread  beneath  our  feet. 
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We  have  spoken  of  the  energies  of  mind  called  forth 
by  war.  If  we  may  be  allowed  a  short  digression, 
which  however  bears  directly  on  our  main  subject,  the 
merits  of  Napoleon,  we  would  observe,  that  military 
talent,  even  of  the  highest  Qider,  is  far  from  holding 
the  first  plaee  among  intellectual  endowments.  It  is 
one  of  the  lower  forms  of  genius ;  for  it  is  not  conver- 
sant with  the  highest  and  richest  objects  of  thought. 
We  grant  that  a  mind,  which  takes  in  a  wide  country 
at  a  glance,  and  understands,  almost  by  intuition,  the 
positions  it  affords  for  a  successful  campaign,  is  a  com- 
prehensive and  vigorous  one.  The  general,  who  dispo- 
ses his  forces  so  as  to  counteract  a  greater  force  ;  who 
supplies  by  skill,  science,  and  invention,  the  want  of 
numbers ;  who  dives  into  the  counsels  of  his  enemy, 
and  who  gives  unity,  energy,  and  success  to  a  vast 
variety  of  operations,  in  the  midst  of  casualties  and  ob- 
structions which  no  wisdom  could  foresee,  manifests 
great  power.  But  still  the  chief  work  of  a  general  is 
to  apply  physical  force ;  to  remove  physical  obstruc- 
tions ;  to  avail  himself  of  physical  aids  and  advantages ; 
to  act  on  matter ;  to  overcome  rivers,  ramparts,  moun- 
tains, and  human  muscles  ;  and  these  are  not  the  high- 
est objects  of  mind,  nor  do  they  demand  intelligence 
of  the  highest  order ;  and  accordingly  nothing  is  more 
common  than  to  find  men,  eminent  in  this  department, 
who  are  wanting  in  interlectual  enlargement ;  in 
habits  of  profound  and  liberal  thinking,  in  imagination 
and  taste,  in  the  capacity  of  enjoying  works  of  genius, 
and  in  broad  and  original  views  of  human  nature  and 
society.  The  office  of  a  gieat  general  does  not  differ 
widely  from  that  of  a  great  mechanician,  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  frame  new  combinations  of  physical  forces, 
to  adapt  them  to  new  circumstances,  and  to  remove 
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new  obstructions.  Not  a  few  great  generals,  away  from 
tbe  camp,  have  been  no  greater  men  than  the  mechani- 
cian taken  from  his  workshop.  In  conversation  they 
have  been  dull.  Deep  and  refined  reasonings  they  have 
been  unable  to  comprehend.  We  know  that  there  are 
splendid  exceptions.  Such  was  Cesar,  at  once  the 
greatest  soldier  and  the  most  sagacious  statesman  of  his 
age,  whilst,  in  eloquence  and  literature,  he  left  behind 
him  almost  all,  who  had  devoted  themselves  exclusively 
to  these  pursuits.  But  such  cases  are  rare.  The  con- 
queror of  Napoleon,  the  hero  of  Waterloo,  possesses  un- 
doubtedly, great  military  talents ;  but  we  do  not  under- 
stand, that  his  most  partial  admirers  claim  for  him  a 
place  in  the  highest  class  of  minds.  We  will  not  go 
down  for  illustration  to  such  men  as  Nelson,  a  man 
great  on  the  deck,  but  debased  by  gross  vices,  and  who 
never  pretended  to  enlargement  of  intellect.  To  insti- 
tute a  comparison  in  point  of  talent  and  genius  between 
such  men  and  Milton,  Bacon,  and  Shakspeare,  is  almost 
an  insult  on  these  illustrious  names.  Who  can  think 
of  these  truly  great  intelligences ;  of  the  range  of  their 
minds  through  heaven  and  earth  ;  of  their  deep  intuition 
into  the  soul ;  of  their  new  and  glowing  combinations 
of  thought ;  of  the  energy  with  which  they  grasped  and 
subjected  to  their  main  purpose,  the  infinite  materials 
of  illustration  which  nature  and  life  afibrd — ^who  can 
think  of  the  forms  of  transcendent  beauty  and  grandeur 
which  they  created,  or  which  were  rather  emanations 
of  their  ovni  minds;  of  the  calm  wisdom  and  fer- 
vid imagination  which  they  conjoined;  of  the  voice 
of  power,  in  which,  *  though  dead,  they  still  speak,' 
and  awaken  intellect,  sensibility,  and  genius  in  both 
hemispheres — who  can  think  of  such  men,  and  not  feel 
the   immense  inferiority  of  the   most  gifted   warrior 
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whose  elements  of  thought  are  physical  forces  and 
physical  obstructions,  and  whose  employment  is  the 
combination  of  a  comparatively  low  and  narrow  class 
of  objects,  on  which  a  powerful. mind  can  be  employed. 
We  return  to  Napoleon.  His  splendid  victories  in 
Italy  spread  his  name  like  lightning  through  the  civil- 
ized world.  Unhappily  they  emboldened  him  to  those 
unprincipled  and  open  aggressions,  to  the  indulgence 
of  that  lawless,  imperious  spirit,  which  marked  his  fu- 
ture course,  and  kept  pace  with  his  growing  power. 
In  his  victorious  career,  he  soon  came  in  contact  with 
states,  some  of  which,  as  Tuscany  and  Venice,  had 
acknowledged  the  French  Republic,  whilst  others,  as 
Parma  and  Modena,  had  observed  a  strict  neutrality. 
The  old-fashioned  laws  of  nations,  under  which  such 
states  would  have  found  shelter,  seemed  never  to  have 
crossed  the  mind  of  the  young  victor.  Not  satisfied 
with  violating  the  neutrality  of  all,  he  seized  the  port 
of  Leghorn,  and  ruined  the  once  flourishing  commerce 
of  Tuscany ;  and  having  exacted  heavy  tribute  from 
Parma  and  Modena,  he  compelled  these  powers  to  sur- 
render, what  had- hitherto  been  held  sacred  in  the  utmost 
extremities  of  war,  some  of  tKeir  choicest  pictures,  the 
chief  ornaments  of  their  capitals.  We  are  sometimes 
told  of  the  good  done  by  Napoleon  to  Italy.  But  we 
have  heard  his  name  pronounced  as  indignantly  there  as 
here.  An  Italian  cannot  forgive  him  for  robbing  that 
country  of  its  noblest  works  of  art,  its  dearest  treasures 
and  glories,  which  had  made  it  a  land  of  pilgrimage  to 
men  of  taste  and  genius  from  the  whole  civilized  world, 
and  which  had  upheld  and  solaced  its  pride  under  con- 
quest and  humiliation.  From  this  use  of  power  in  the 
very  dawn  of  his  fortunes,  it  might  easily  have  been 
foretold,  what  part  he  would  act  in  the  stormy  day 
7* 
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which  was  approaching,  when  the  sceptre  of  France 
and  Europe  was  to  be  offered  to  any  strong  hand,  which 
should  be  daring  enough  to  grasp  it. 

Next  to  Italy,  Egypt  became  the  stage  for  the  display 
of  Napoleon ;  Egypt,  a  province  of  the  Grand  Signior, 
with  whom  France  was  in  profound  peace,  and  who, 
according  to  the  long  established  relations  of  Europe, 
was  her  natural  ally.  It  would  seem,  that  this  expedi- 
tion was  Bonaparte's  own  project.  His  motives  are 
not  very  distinctly  stated  by  his  biographer.  We  doubt 
not  that  his  great  aim  was  conspicuousness.  He  chose 
a  theatre  where  all  eyes  could  be  turned  upon  him. 
He  saw  that  the  time  for  usurpation  had  not  yet  come 
in  France.  To  use  his  own  language,  *  the  fruit  was 
not  yet  ripe.'  He  wanted  a  field  of  action  which 
would  draw  upon  him  the  gaze  of  the  world,  and  from 
which  he  might  return  at  the  favorable  moment  for  the 
prosecution  of  his  enterprises  at  home.  At  the  same 
time  he  undoubtedly  admitted  into  his  mind,  which 
success  had  already  intoxicated,  some  vague  wild  hope 
of  making  an  impression  on  the  Eastern  world,  which 
might  place  its  destinies  at  his  command,  and  give  him 
a  throne  more  enviable  than  Europe  could  bestow. 
His  course  in  the  East  exhibited  the  same  lawlessness, 
the  same  contempt  of  all  restraints  on  his  power,  which 
we  have  already  noted.  No  means,  which  promised 
success,  were  thought  the  worse  for  their  guilt.  It 
was  not  enough  for  him  to  boast  of  his  triumphs  over 
the  cross,  or  to  profess  Mahometanism.  He  claimed 
inspiration,  and  a  commission  from  God,  and  was  anx- 
ious to  join  the  character  of  prophet  to  that  of  hero. 
This  was  -the  beginning  of  the  great  weaknesses  and 
errors  into  which  he  was  betrayed  by  that  spirit  of  self- 
^  exaggeration,  which,  under  the  influence  of  past  success 
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and  of  unbounded 'flattery,  was  already  growing  into  a 
kind  of  irisanity.  In  his  own  view  he  was  iit  to  be  a 
compeer  with  Mahomet.  His  greatness  in  his  own 
eyes  made  him  blind  to  the  folly  of  urging  his  super- 
natural claims  on  the  Turk,  who  contemned,  eren  more 
than  he  abhorred,  a  Frank ;  and  who  would  sooner  have 
sold  himself  a  slave  to  Christians,  than  have  acknow* 
ledged  a  renegade  Christian  as  a  sharer  of  the  glories 
of  Mahomet.  It  was  not  enough  for  Bonaparte,  on  this 
expedition,  to  insult  God,  to  show  an  impiety  as  foolish 
as  it  was  daring.  He  proceeded  to  trample  on  the 
sentiments  and  dictates  of  humanity  with  equal  hardi- 
hood. The  massacre  of  Jafia  is  universally  known. 
Twelve  hundred  prisoners,  and  probably  more,  who  had 
surrendered  thems.elves  to  Napoleon,  and  were  appar- 
ently admitteil  to  quarter,  were  two  days  afterwards 
marched  out  of  the  fort,  divided  into  small  bodies,  and 
then  deliberately  shot,  and,  in  case  the  musket  was  not 
effectual,  were  despatched  by  bayonets.  This  was  an 
outrage,  which  cannot  be  sheltered  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  war,  barbarous  as  they  are.  It  was  the  deed 
of  a  bandit  and  savage,  and  ought  to  be  execrated  by 
good  men,  who  value  and  would  preserve  the  mitiga- 
tions which  Christianity  has  infused  into  the  conduct 
of  national  hostilities. 

The  next  great  event  in  Bonaparte's  history' was  the 
usurpation  of  the  supreme  power  of  the  state,  and  the 
establishment  of  military  despotism  over  France.  On 
the  particulars  of  this  criminal  act  we  have  no  desire  to 
enlarge,  nor  are  we  anxious  to  ascertain,  whether  our 
hero,  on  this  occasion,  lost  his  courage  and  self-posses- 
sion, as  he  is  reported  to  have  done.  We  are  more 
anxious  to  express  our  convictions  of  the  turpitude  of 
this  outrage  on  liberty  and  justice.     For  this  crime  but 
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one  apology  can  be  offered.  Napolieon,  it  is  said,  seized 
the  reins,  when,  had  he  let  them  sli]p,  they  would  have 
fallen  into  other  hands.  He  enslaved  France  at  a  mo- 
ment, when,  had  he  spared  her,  she  would  have  found 
another  tyrant.  Admitting  the  truth  of  the  plea,  what 
is  it  but  the  reasoning  of  the  highwayman,  who  robs  and 
murders  the  traveller,  because  the  booty  was  about  to 
be  seized  by  another  hand,  or  because  another  dagger' 
was  ready  to  do  the  bloody  deed  ?  We  are  aware  that 
the .  indignation,  with  which  we  regard  this  crime  of 
Napoleon,  will  find  a  response  in  few  breasts ;  for  to 
the  multitude  a  throne  is  a  temptation  which  no  virtue 
can  be  expected  to  withstand.  But  moral  truth  is 
immovable  amidst  the  sophistry,  ridicule,  and  abject 
reasonings  of  men,  and  the  time  will,  come,  when  it  will 
find  a  meet  voice  to  give  it  utterance.  Of  all  crimes 
against  society,  usurpation  is  the  blackest.  He  who 
lifts  a  parricidal  hand  against  his  country's  rights  and 
freedom ;  who  plants  his  foot  on  the  necks  of  thirty 
millions  of  his  fellow  creatures ;  who  concentrates  in 
his  single  hand  the  powers  of  a  mighty  empire ;  and 
who  witlds  its  powers,  squanders  its  treasures,  and 
pours  forth  its  blood  like  water,  to  make  other  nations 
slaves  and  the  world  his  prey — this  man,  as  he  unites 
all  crimes  in  his  sanguinary  career,  so  he  should  be  set 
apart  by  the  human  race  for  their  unmingled  and  un- 
measured abhorrence,  and  should  bear  on  his  guilty 
head  a  mark  as  opprobrious  as  that  which  the  first 
murderer  wore.  We  cannot  think  with  patience  of 
one  man  fastening  chains  on  a  whole  people,  and  sub- 
jecting millions  to  his  single  will;  of  whole  regions 
overshadowed  by  the  tyranny  of  a  frail  being  like  our- 
selves. In  anguish  of  spirit  we  exclaim.  How  long 
will  an  abject  world  kiss  the  foot  which  tramples  it  ' 
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How  long  shall  crime  find  shelter  in  its  very  aggrava- 
tions and  excess  ? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  that  our  indignation  seems 
to  light  on  Napoleon,  not  so  much  because  he  was  a 
despot,  as  because  he  became  a  despot  by  usurpation ; 
that  we  seem  not  to  hate  tyranny  itself,  so  much  as  a 
particular  mode  of  gaining  it.  We  do  indeed  regard 
usurpation  as  a  crime  of  peculiar  blackness,  especially 
when  committed,  as  in  the  case  of  Napoleon,  in  the 
name  of  liberty.  All  despotism,  however,  whether 
usurped  or  hereditary,  is  our  abhorrence.  We  regard 
it  as  the  most  grievous  wrong  and  insult  to  the  human 
race.  But  towards  the  hereditary  despot  we  have 
more  of  compassion  than  indignation.  Nursed  and 
brought  up  in  delusion,  worshipped  from  his  cradle,  nev- 
er spoken  to  in  the  tone  of  fearless  truth,  taught  to 
look  on  the  great  mass  of  his  fellow  beings  as  an  infe- 
rior race,  and  to  regard  despotism  as  a  law  of  nature 
and  a  necessary  element  of  social  life ;  such  a  piihce, 
whose  education  and  condition  almost  deny  him  the 
possibility  of  acquiring  healthy  mc^ral  feeling  and  manly 
virtu*^  must  not  be  judged  sciverely.  Still,  in  absolv- 
ing the  despot  from  much  of  the  guilt  which  seems  at 
first  to  attach  to  his  unlawful  and  abused  power,  we  do 
not  the  less  account  despotism  a  wrong  and  a  curse. 
The  time  for  its  fall,  we  trust,  is  coming.  It  cannot 
fall  too  soon.  It  has  long  enough  wrung  from  the  la- 
borer his  hard  earnings ;  long  enough  squandered  a  na- 
tion's wealth  on  its  parasites  and  minions ;  long  enough 
warred  against  the  freedom  of  the  mind,  and  arrested 
the  progress  of  truth.  It  has  filled  dungeons  enough 
with  the  brave  and  good,  and  shed  enough  of  the  blood 
of  patriots.  Let  its  end  come.  It  cannot  come  too 
soon. 
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We  have  now  followed  Bonaparte  to  the  moment  of 
possessing  himself  of  the  supreme  power.  Those  who 
were  associated  with  him  in  subverting  the  government 
of  the  Directory,  essayed  to  lay  restraints  on  the  First 
Consul,  who  was  to  take  their  place.  But  he  indigo 
nantly  repelled  them.  He  held  the  sword,  and  with 
this,  not  only  intimidated  the  selfish,  but  awed  and  si- 
lenced the  patriotic,  who  saw  too  plainly,  that  it  could 
only  be  wrested  from  him  by  renewing  the  horrors  of 
the  revolution. — We  now  proceed  to  consider  some  of 
the  means,  by  which  he  consolidated  his  power,  and 
raised  it  into  the  imperial  dignity.  We  consider  these 
as  much  more  important  illustrations  of  his  character 
than  his  successive  campaigns,  to  which  accordingly 
we  shall  give  little'  attention. 

One  of  his  first  measures  for  giving  stability  to  hb 
power,  was  certainly  a  wise  one,  and  was  obviously 
dictated  by  his  situation  and  character.  Having  seized 
the  first  dignity  in  the  state  by  military  force,  and  lean- 
ing on  a  devoted  soldiery,  he  was  under  no  necessity  of 
binding  himself  to  any  of  the  parties  which  had  distracted 
the  country,  a  vassalage  to  which  his  domineerin^p^spirit 
could  ill  have  stooped.  Policy  and  his  love  of  mastery 
pointed  out  to  him  an  indiscriminate  employment  of  the 
leading  men  of  all  parties ;  and  not  a  few  of  these  had 
become  so  selfish  and  desperate  in  the  disastrous  pro- 
gress of  the  revolution,  that  they  were  ready  to  break 
up  old  connexions,  and  to  divide  the  spoils  of  the  Re- 
public with  a  master.  Accordingly  he  adopted  a  sys- 
tem of  comprehension  and  lenity,  from  which  even  the 
emigrants  were  not  excluded,  and  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  almost  the  whole  talent  which  the  revolution 
had  quickened,  leagued  in  the  execution  of  his  plans. 
Under  the  able  men,  whom  he  called  to  his  aid,  the 
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finances  and  the  war  department,  which  had  fallen  into 
a  confusion  that  threatened  ruin  to  the  state,  were  soon 
restored  to  order,  and  means  and  forces  ^provided  for 
retrieving  the  recent  defeats  and  disgraces  of  the 
French  armies. 

This  leads  us  to  mention  another  and  most  important 
and  effectual  means  by  which  Napoleon  secured  and 
enlarged  his  power.  We  refer  to  the  brilliant  campaign 
immediately  following  his  elevation  to  the  Consulate, 
and  which  restored  to  France  the  ascendency  which 
she  had  lost  during  his  absence.  On  his  success  at  this 
juncture  his  future  fortunes  wholly  depended.  It  was 
in  this  campaign  that  he  proved  himself  the  worthy 
rival  of  Hannibal.  The  energy  which  conducted  an 
army  with  its  cavalry,  artillery,  and  supplies,  across  the 
Alps,  by  untried  paths,  which  only  the  chamois  hunter, 
bom  and  bred  amidst  glaciers  and  everlasting  snows, 
had  trodden,  gave  the  impressicHi,  which  of  all  others 
he  most  desired  to  spread,  of  his  superiority  to  nature, 
as  well  as  to  human  opposition.  This  enterprise  was 
in  one  view  a  fearful  omeA  to  Europe.  It  showed  a 
power  over  the  minds  of  his  soldiers,  the  effects  of 
which  were  not  to  be  calculated.  The  conquest  of  St. 
Bernard  by  a  French  army  was  the  boast  of  the  nation ; 
but  a  still  more  wonderful  thing  was,  the  capacity  of 
the  general  to  inspire  into  that  army  the  intense  force, 
confidence,  resolution,  and  patience,  by  which  alone  the 
work  could  be  accomplished.  The  victory  of  Marengo, 
gained  by  one  of  the  accidents  of  war  in  the  moment 
of  apparent  defeat  and  ruin,  secured  to  Bonaparte  the 
dominion  which  he  coveted.  France,  who,  in  her 
madness  and  folly,  had  placed  her  happiness  in  conquest, 
now  felt  that  the  glory  of  her  arms  was  safe  only  in  the 
bands  of  the  First  Consul ;  whilst  the  soldiery,  who 
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held  the  sceptre  in  their  gift,  became  more  thoroughly 
satisfied,  that  triumph  and  spoils  waited  on  his  stand- 
ard. 

Another  important  and  essential  means  of  securing 
and  building  up  his  power,  was  the  system  of  espionage j 
called  the  Police,  which,  under  the  Directory,  had 
received  a  developement  worthy  of  those  friends  of 
freedom,  but  which  was  destined  to  be  perfected  by  the 
wisdom  of  Napoleon.  It  would  seem  as  if  despotism, 
profiting  by  the  experience  of  ages,  had  put  forth  her 
whole  skill  and  resources  in  forming  the  French  police, 
and  had  framed  an  engine,  never  to  be  surpassed,  for  stifl- 
ing the  faintest  breathings  of  disaffection,  and  chaining 
^very  free  thought.  This  system  of  espionage^  (we  are 
proud  that  we  have  no  English  word  for  the  infernal 
machine,)  had  indeed  been  used  under  all  tyrannies. 
But  it  wanted  the  craft  of  Fouche,  and  the  energy  of 
Bonaparte,  to  disclose  all  its  powers.  In  the  language 
of  our  author,  ^  it  spread  through  all  the  ramifications 
of  society  ; '  that  is,  every  man,  of  the  least  importance 
in  the  community,  had  the  eye  of  a  spy  upon  him.  He 
was  watched  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  in  the  houdoir 
and  theatre,  in  the  brothel  and  gaming  house ;  and 
these  last  named  haunts  furnished  not  a  few  ministers 
of  the  Argus-eyed  Police.  There  was  an  ear  open 
through  all  France  to  catch  the  whispers  of  discontent ; 
a  power  of  evil,  which  aimed  to  rival,  in  omnipresence 
and  invisibleness,  the  benignant  agency  of  the  Deity. 
Of  all  instruments  of  tyranny,  this  is  the  most  detesta- 
ble. It  chills  social  intercourse ;  locks  up  the  heart ; 
infects  and  darkens  men's  minds  with  mutual  jealousies 
and  fears  ;  and  reduces  to  system  a  wary  dissimulation, 
subversive  of  force  and  manliness  of  character.  We 
find,  however,  some  consolation  in  learning  that  tyrants 
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are  tlie  prey  of  distrust,  as  well  as  the  people  over 
whom  they  set  this  cruel  guard ;  that  tyrants  cannot 
confide  in  their  own  spies,  but  jnust  keep  watch  over 
the  machinery  which  we  have  described,  lest  it  recoil 
upon  themselves.  Bonaparte  at  the  head  of  an  army 
is  a  dazzling  spectacle  ;  but  Bonaparte,  heading  a  horde 
of  spies,  compelled  to  doubt  and  fear  these  base  instru- 
ments 6f  his  power,  compeUed  to  divide  them  into 
bands,  and  to  receive  daily  reports  from  each,  so  that 
by  balancing  them  against  each  other  and  sifting  their 
testimony,  he  might  gather  the  truth ;  Bonapaste,  thus 
employed,  is  anything  but  imposing.  It  requires  no 
great  elevation  of  thought  to  look  down  on  such  an 
occupation  with  scorn ;  and  we  see,  in  the  anxiety  and 
degradation  which  it  involves,  the  beginning  of  that 
retribution  which  tyranny  cannot  escape. 

Another  means  by  which  the  First  Consul  protected 
his  power  can  excite  no  wonder.  That  he  should  fet- 
ter the  press,  should  banish  or  imprison  re&actory  edi- 
tors, should  subject  the  journals  and  more  important 
works  of  literature  to  jealous  superintendence,  these 
were  things  of  course.  Free  writing  and  despotism 
are  such  implacable  foes,  that  we  hardly  think  of  blam- 
ing a  tyrant  for  keeping  no  terms  with  the  press.  He 
cannot  do  it.  He  might  as  reasonably  choose  a  volca- 
no for  the  foundation  of  his  throne.  Necessity  is  laid 
upon  him,  unless  he  is  in  love  with  ruin,  to  check  the 
bold  and  honest  expression  of  thought.  But  the  neces- 
sity is  his  own  choice ;  and  let  infamy  be  that  man's 
portion,  who  seizes  a  power  which  he  cannot  sustain, 
but  by  dooming  the  mind  through  a  vast  empire  to 
slavery,  and  by  turning  the  press,  that  great  organ  of 
truth,  into  an  instrument  of>public  delusion  and  debase- 
ment. \ 
8  J 
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We  pass  to  another  means  of  removing  obstructions 
to  his  power  and  ambition,  still  worse  than  the  last. 
We  refer  to  the  terror  which  he  spread  by  his  severi- 
ties, just  before  assuming  the  imperial  power.  The 
murder  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien  was  justified  by  Napo- 
leon as  a  method  of  striking  fear  into  the  Bourbons, 
who,  as  he  said,  were  plotting  his  death. "  This  may 
have  been  one  motive ;  for  we  have  reason  fb  think 
that  he  was  about  that  time  threatened  with  assassina- 
tion. But  we  believe  still  more,  that  he  intended  to 
awe  into  acquiescence  the  opposition,  which,  he  knew, 
would  be  awakened  in  many  breasts,  by  the  prostration 
of  the  forms  of  the  republic,  and  the  open  assumption 
of  the  imperial  dignity.  There  were  times  when  Bona- 
parte disclaimed  the  prigination  of  the  murder  of  the 
Duke  d'Enghien.  But  no  other  could  have  originated 
it.  It  bears  internal  marks  of  its  author.  The  bold- 
ness, decision,  and  overpowering  rs^idity  of  the  crime, 
point  unerringly  to  the  soul  where  it  was  conceived. 
We  believe  that  one  great  recommendation  of  this  mur- 
der, was,  that  it  would  strike  amazement  and  terror 
into  France  and  Europe,  and  show  that  he  was  prepar- 
ed to  shed  any  blood,  and  to  sweep  before  him  every 
obstruction,  in  his  way  to  absolute  power.  Certain  it 
is,  that  the  open  murder  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien,  and 
the  justly  suspected  assassinations  of  Pichegru  and 
Wright,  did  create  a  dread,  such  as  had  not  been  felt 
before;  and  whilst  on  previous  occasions  some  faint 
breathings  of  liberty  were  to  be  heard  in  the  legislative 
bodies,  only  one  voice,  that  of  Camot,  was  raised 
against  investing  Bonaparte  with  the  imperial  crown, 
and  laying  France,  an  unprotected  victim,  at  his  feet. 

There  remain  for  our  consideration  other  means  em- 
ployed by  Bonaparte  for  building  up  and  establishing 
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his  power,  of  a  different  character  from  those  we  hare 
named,  and  which  on  this  account  we  cannot  pass  with- 
out notice.  One  of  these  was  the  Concordat  which  he 
extorted  from  the  Pope,  and  which  professed  to  re- 
establish the  Catholic  religion  in  France.  Our  religious 
prejudices  have  no  influence  on  our  judgment  of  this 
measure.  We  make  no  objections  to  it,  as  the  restor- 
ation of  a  worship  which  on  many  accounts  we  con- 
demn. We  view  it  now  simply  as  an  instrument  of 
policy,  and  in  this  light,  it  seems  to  us  no  proof  of  the 
sagacity  of  Bonaparte.  It  helps  to  confirm  in  us  an 
impression,  which  other  parts  of  his  history  give  us, 
that  he  did  not  understand  the  peculiar  character  of  his 
age,  and  the  peculiar  and  original  policy  which  it  de- 
manded. He  always  used  commonplace  means  of 
power,  although  the  unprecedented  times  in  which  he 
lived,  required  a  system,  which  should  combine  untried 
resources,  and  touch  new  springs  of  action.  Because 
old  governments  had  found  a  convenient  prop  in  reli- 
^on,  Napoleon  imagined  that  it  was  a  necessary  ap- 
pendage and  support  of  his  sway,  and  resolved  to  re- 
store it.  But  at  this  moment  there  were  no  founda- 
tions in  France  for  a  religious  establishment,  which 
could  give  strength  and  a  character  of  sacredness  to 
the  supreme  power.  There  was  comparatively  no 
faith,  no  devout  feeling,  and  still  more,  no  superstition 
to  supply  the  place  of  these.  The  time  for  the  reac- 
tion of  the  religious  principle  had  not  yet  arrived ;  and 
a  more  likely  means  of  retarding  it  could  hardly  have 
been  devised,  than  the  nursing  care  extended  to  the 
church  by  Bonaparte,  the  recent  Mussulman,  the  known 
despiser  of  the  ancient  faith,  who  had  no  worship  at 
iieart  but  the  worship  of  himself.  Instead  of  bringing 
religion  to  the  aid  of  the  state,  it  was  impossible  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


88 

such  a  man  should  touch  it,  without  loosening  the  faint 
hold  which  it  yet  retained  on  the  people.  There  were 
none  so  ignorant  as  to  be  the  dupes  of  the  First  Consul 
in  this  particular.  Every  man,  woman,  and  child  knew 
that  he  was  playmg  the  part  of  a  juggler.  Not  one  re- 
ligious association  could  be  formed  with  his  character 
or  government.  It  was  a  striking  proof  of  the  self- 
exaggerating  vanity  of  Bonaparte,  and  of  his  ignorance 
of  the  higher  principles  of  human  nature,  that  he  not 
only  hoped  to  revive  and  turn  to  ,his  account  the  old 
religion,  but  imagined,  that  he  could,  if  necessary,  have 
created  a  new  one.  *  Had' the  Pope  never  existed  be- 
fore, he  should  have  been  made  for  the  occasion^'  was 
the  speech  of  this  political  charlatan ;  as  if  religious 
opinion  and  feeling  were  things  to  be  manufactured  by 
a  coBSular  decree.  Ancient  legislators,  by  adopting 
and  sympathizing  with  popular  and  rooted  superstitions, 
weie  able  to  press  them  into  the  service  of  their  msti- 
tutkms.  They  were  wise  enough  to  build  on  a^  pre- 
existing faiths  and  studiously  to  conform  to  it.  Bona- 
parte, in  a  country  of  infidelity  and  atheism,  and  whilst 
unable  to  refrain  from  sarcasms  on  the  system  which 
he  patronised,  was  weak  enough  to  believe  that  he 
might  make  it  a  substantial  support  of  his  government. 
He  undoubtedly  congratulated  himself  on  the  terms, 
which  he  exacted  from  the  Pope,  and  which  had  never 
been  conceded  to  the  most  powerful  monarchs ;  for- 
getting that  his  apparent  success  was  the  defeat  of  his 
plans;  for  just  as  far  as  he  severed  the  church  from 
the  supreme  pontiff,  and  placed  himself  conspictK)usly 
at  its  head,  he  destroyed  the  only  connexion  which 
could  give  it  influence.  Just  so  far  its  power  over 
ofimoa  and  conscience  ceased.  It  became  a  coarse 
instrument  of  state,  contemned  by  the  people,  and  serv- 
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ing  only  to  demonstrate  the  aspiring  views  of  its  mas- 
ter. Accordingly  the  French  bishops  in  general  refus- 
ed to  hold  their  dignities  under  this  new  head,  prefer- 
red exile  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  rights  of  the  church,  and 
left  behind  them  a  hearty  abhorrence  of  the  Concordat 
among  the  more  zealous  members  of  their  communion. 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  Napoleon,  had  he  left 
the  Pope  and  the  church  to  themselves.  By  occasion- 
ally recognising  and  employing,  and  then  insulting  and 
degrading  the  Roman  pontifi*,  he  exasperated  a  large 
part  of  Christendom,  fastened  on  himself  the  brand  of 
impiety,  and  awakened  a  religious  hatred  which  con- 
tributed its  full  measure  to  his  fisilL 

As  another  means  employed  by  Bonaparte  for  giving 
strength  and  honor  to  his  government,  we  may  name 
the  grandeur  of  his  public  works,  which  he  began  in  his 
consulate  and  continued  after  his  accession  to  the  impe- 
rial dignity.  These  dazzled  France,  and  still  impress 
travellers  with  admiration.  Could  we  separate  these 
from  his  history,  and  did  no  other  indication  of  his 
character  survive,  we  should  undoubtedly  honor  him 
with  the  title  of  a  beneficent  sovereign ;  but  connected 
as  they  are,  they  do  little  or  nothing  to  change  our  con- 
ceptions of  him  as  an  all-grasping,  unprincipled  usurper. 
Paris  was  the  chief  object  of  these  labors ;  and  surely 
we  cannot  wonder,  that  he  who  aimed  at  universal  do- 
minion, should  strive  to  improve  and  adorn  the  metropo- 
lis of  his  empire.  It  is  the  practice  of  despots  to  be 
lavish  of  expense  on  the  royal  residence  and  the  seat  of 
government.  Travellers  in  France,  as  in  other  coun- 
tries of  the  continent,  are  struck  and  pained  by  the 
contrast  between  the  magnificent  capital  and  the  mud- 
walled  village  and  uninteresting  province.  Bonaparte 
had  a  special  motive  for  decorating  Paris,  for  ^  Paris  is 
8* 
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France,'  as  has  often  been  observed ;  and  in  conciliating 
the  vanity  of  the  great  city,  he  secured  the  obedience 
of  the  v^^hole  country-  The  boasted  internal  improve- 
ments of  Napoleon  scarcely  deserve  to  be  named,  if  we 
compare  their  influence  with  the  operation  of  his  public 
measures.  .The  conscription,  which  drew  from  agricul- 
ture its  most  effective  laborers,  and  his  continental 
system,  which  sealed  up  every  port  and  annihilated  the 
commerce  of  his  empire,  drained  and  exhausted  France 
to  a  degree,  for  which  his  artificial  stimulants  of  indus- 
try, and  his  splendid  projects  afforded  no  compensation. 
Perhaps  the  most  admired  of  all  his  public  works,  is  the 
road  over  the  Simplon,  to  which  all  travellers  concur  in 
giving  the  epithet,  stupendous.  But  it  ought  not  to 
amaze  us,  that  he,  who  was  aspiring  at  unlimited  do- 
minion, should  establish  communications  between  the 
different  provinces  of  his  empire.  It  ought  not  to 
amaze  us,  that  he,  who  had  scaled  the  glaciers  of  St. 
Bernard,  should  covet  some  easier  passage  for  pouring 
his  troops  into  Italy ;  nor  is  it  very  wonderful,  that  a 
sovereign,  who  commanded  the  revenues  of  Europe, 
and  who  lived  in  an  age  when  civil  engineering  had 
b«en  advanced  to  a  perfection  before  unknown,  should 
accomplish  a  bdder  enterprise  than  his  predecessors. 
We  would  add,  that  Napoleon  must  divide  with  Fab- 
bronithe  glory  of  the  road  over  the  Simplon;  for  the 
genius,  which  contrived  and  constructed,  is  more  prop- 
erly its  author,  than  the  will  which  commanded  it. 

There  is  however  one  great  work,  which  gives  Bona- 
parte a  fair  claim  on  the  gratitude  of  posterity,  and 
entitles  him  to  an  honorable  renown.  We  refer  to  the 
new  code  of  laws,  which  was  given  to  France  under 
his  auspices.  His  participation  in  this  work  has  indeed 
been  unwarrantably  and  ridiculously  magnified.     Be- 
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cause  he  attended  the  meetings  of  the  commissioners 
to  whom  it  was  assigned,  and  made  some  useful  and 
sagacioiKi  suggestions,  he  has  been  praised,  as  if  he  had 
strvck  out,  by  the  miraculous  force  of  his  genius,  a  new 
code  of  laws.  The  truth  is,  that  he  employed  for  this 
work,  as  he  should  have  done,  the  most  eminent  civil- 
ians of  the  empire  ;  and  it  is  also  true  that  these  learned 
men  have  little  elaim  to  originality ;  for,  as  our  author 
observes,  the  code  *  has  few  peculiarities  making  a  dif- 
ference between  its  principles  and  those  of  the  Roman 
law.'  In  other  words,  they  preferred  wisdom  to  nov- 
elty. Still  Bonaparte  deserves  great  praose  for  his  in- 
terest in  the  work,  for  the  impulse  he  gave  to  those  to 
whom  it  was  committed,  and  for  the  time  and  thought, 
which,  amidst  the  cares  of  a  vast  empire,  he  bestowed 
upon  it.  That  his  ambition  incited  him  to  this  labor, 
we  doubt  not.  He  meant  to  entwine  the  laurels  of 
Justinian  with  those  of  Alexander.  But  we  will  not 
quarrel  with  ambition,  when  it  is  wise  enough  to  devote 
itself  to  the  happiness  of  mankind.  In '  the  present 
case,  he  showed  that  he  understood  something  of  true 
glory;  and  we  prize  the  instance  more,  because  it 
stands  almost  alone  in  his  history.  We  look  on  the 
conqueror,  the  usurper,  the  spoiler  of  kingdoms,  the  in- 
satiable despot,  with  disgust,  and  see  in  all  these  char- 
acters an  essential  vulgarness  of  mind.  But  when  we 
regard  him  as  a  Fountain  of  Justice  to  a  vast  empire, 
we  recognise  in  him  a  resemblance  to  the  just  and  be- 
nignant Deity,  and  cheerfully  accord  to  him  the  praise 
of  bestowing  on  a  nation  one  of  the  greatest  gifts,  which 
it  is  permitted  to  man  to  confer.  It  was  however  the 
misery  of  Bonaparte,  a  curse  brought  on  him  by  his 
crimes,  that  he  could  touch  nothing  without  leaving  on 
it  the  polluting  mark  of  despotism.     His  usurpation 
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took  from  him  the  power  of  legislating  with  magnanimr 
ity,  where  his  own  interest  was  concerned.  He  could 
provide  for  the  administration  of  justice  between  man 
and  man,  but  not  between  the  citizen  and  the  ruler. 
Political  offences,  the  very  class  which  ought  to  be  sub* 
mitted  to  a  jury,  were  denied  that  mode  of  trial.  Ju- 
ries might  decide  on  other  criminal  questions ;  but  they 
were  not  to  be  permitted  to  interpose  between  the  des- 
pot and  the  ill  fated  subjects,  who  might  fall  under  his 
suspicion.  These  were  arraigned  before  *  special  tribu- 
nab,  invested  with  a  half  military  character,'  the  ready 
ministers  of  nefarious  prosecutions,  and  only  intended 
to  cloak  by  legal  forms  the  murderous  purpose  of  the 
tyrant. 

We  have  thus  considered  some  of  the  means  by 
which  Bonaparte  consolidated  and  extended  his  power. 
We  now  see  him  advanced  to  that  imperial  throne,  on 
which  he  had  long  fixed  his  eager  eye.  We  see  France 
alternately  awed  and  dazzled  by  the  influences  we  have 
described,  and  at  last  surrendering,  by  public,  deliberate 
acts,  without  a  struggle  or  a  show  of  opposition,  her 
rights,  liberties,  interests,  and  power  to  an  absolute 
master  and  to  his  posterity  forever.  Thus  perished  the 
name  and  forms  of  the  Republic.  Thus  perished  the 
hopes  of  philanthropy.  The  air,  which  a  few  years 
ago  resounded  with  the  shouts  of  a  great  people  casting 
away  their  chains,  and  claiming  their  birthright  of  free- 
dom, now  rung  with  the  servile  cries  of  long  life  to  a 
blood-stained  usurper.  There  were  indeed  generous 
spirits,  true  patriots,  like  our  own  La  Fayette,  still  left 
in  France.  But  few  and  scattered,  they  were  left  to 
shed  in  secret  the  tears  of  sorrowful  and  indignant  des- 
pair.     By  this  base  and  disastrous  issue  of  their  revo- 
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rights,  but  brought  reproach  on  the  cause  of  freedom^ 
which  years  cannot  wash  awaj»  This  is  to  us  a  more 
ponifiil  recdlection,  than  all  the  desolations  which 
France  spread  through  Europe,  and  than  her  own  bit- 
ter sufferings,  when  the  hour  of  retributicm  came  upon 
her.  The  fields  which  she  laid  waste  are  again  waving 
with  harvest ;  and  the  groans  which  broke  forth  through 
her  cities  and  villages,  when  her  bravest  sons  perished 
by  thousands  and  ten  thousands  on  the  snows  of  Russia, 
have  died  away,  and  her  wasted  population  is  renewed. 
But  the  wounds  which  she  inflicted  on  freedom  by  the 
crknes  perpetrated  in  that  sacred  name,  and  by  the  ab*- 
ject  9fmt  with  which  that  sacred  cmise  was  deserted,^ 
are  stM  fiesh  smd  bleeding.  France  not  only  subjected 
herself  to  a  tyrant,  but  what  is  worse,  she  has  given 
tyraimy  everywhere  new  pleas  and  arguments,  and 
emboldened  it  to  preach  openly,  in  the  face  of  heaven, 
the  impious  doctrines  of  absolute  power  and  uncoi^ti- 
tional  submission. 

Napoleon  was  now  Emperor  of  France ;  and  a  man 
unacquainted  with  human  nature,  would  think  that  such 
an  empire,  whose  bounds  now  extended  to  the  Rhine, 
might  have  satisfied  even  an  ambitious  man.  But  Bo^ 
naparte  obeyed  that  law  of  progress,  to  ^vdiich  the  high- 
est minds  are  peculiarly  subjected ;  and  acquisition  in- 
flamed, instead  of  appeasing,  the  spirit  of  domimon* 
He  hadjong  proposed  to  himself  the  conquest  of  Eu- 
rope, of  the  world  ;  and  the  title  of  Emperor  added  m- 
tenseness  to  this  purpose.  Did  "we  not  fear,  Aat  by 
repetition  we  might  impair  the  conviction  which  we  are 
most  anxious  to  impress,  we  would  enlarge  on  the  enor- 
mity of  the  guilt  involved  in  the  {uroject  of  universal 
empire.     Napoleon  knew  distinctly  the  price,  which  he 
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must  pay  for  the  eminence  which  he  coveted.  He 
knew  that  the  path  to  it  lay  over  wounded  and  slaugh- 
tered millions,  over  putrefying  heaps  of  his  fellow  crea- 
tures, over  ravaged  fields,  smoking  ruins,  pillaged  cities. 
He  knew  that  his  steps  would  be  followed  by  the  groans 
of  widowed  mothers  and  famished  orphans ;  of  bereaved 
friendship  and  despairing  love ;  and  that  in  addition  to 
this  amount  of  misery,  he  would  create  an  equal  amount 
of  crime,  by  multiplying  indefinitely  the  instruments 
and  participators  of  his  rapine  and  fraud.  He  knew 
the  price  and  resolved  to  pay  it.  But  we  do  not  insist 
on  a  topic,  which  few,  very  few  as  yet,  understand  or 
feel.  Turning  then  for  the  present  from  the  moral 
aspect  of  this  enterprise,  we  will  view  it  in  another 
light,  which  is  of  great  importance  to  a  just  estimate 
of  his  claims  on  admiration.  We  will  inquire  into  the 
nature  and  fitness  of  the  measures  and  policy  which  he 
adopted,,  for  compassing  the  subjugation  of  Europe  and 
the  world. 

We  are  aware,  that  this  discussion  may  expose  us  to 
the  charge  of  great  presumption.  It  may  be  said  that 
men,  having  no  access  to  the  secrets  of  cabinets,  and 
no  participation  in  public  afiairs,  are  not  the  best  judges 
of  the  policy  of  such  a  man  as  Napoleon.  This  we  are 
not  anxious  to  disprove.  We  do  not  deny  the  disad- 
vantages of  our  position,  nor  shall  we  quarrel  with  our 
readers  for  questioning  the  soundness  of  our  opinions. 
But  we  will  say,  that  though  distant,  we  have  not  been 
indifferent  observers  of  the  great  events  of  our  age,  and 
that  though  consciousr  of  exposure  to  many  errors,  we 
have  a  strong  persuasion  of  the  substantial  correctness 
of  our  views.  We  express  then,  without  reserve,  our 
belief,  that  the  policy  of  Napoleon  was  wanting  in  sa- 
gacity, and  that  he  proved  himself  incapable,  as  we 
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before  suggested,  of  understanding  the  character  and 
answering  the  demands  of  his  age.  His  system  was  a 
repetition  of  old  means,  when  the  state  of  the  world 
was  new.  The  sword  and  the  police,  which  had  suf- 
ficed him  for  enslaving  France,  were  not  the  only  pow- 
ers required  for  his  designs  against  the  human  race. 
Other  resources  were  to  be  discovered  or  created ;  and 
the  genius  for  calling  them  forth  did  not,  we  conceive, 
belong  to  Napoleon. 

The  circumstances  under  which  Napoleon  aspired  to 
universal  empire,  differed  in  many  respects  from  those 
under  which  former  conquerors  were  placed.  It  was 
easy  for  Rome,  when  she  had  subdued  kingdoms,  to 
reduce  them  to  provinces  and  to  govern  them  by  force ; 
for  nations  at  that  period  were  bound  together  by  no  tie. 
They  had  little  communication  with  each  other.  Dif- 
ferences of  origin,  of  religion,  of  manners,  of  language, 
of  modes  of  warfare ;  differences  aggravated  by  long 
and  ferocious  wars,  and  by  the  general  want  of  civilisa- 
tion, prevented  joint  action,  and  almost  all  concern  for 
one  another's  fate.  Modem  Europe,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  an  assemblage  of  civilized  states,  closely  connect- 
ed by  commerce,  by  literature,  by  a  common  faith,  by 
interchange  of  thoughts  and  improvements,  and  by  a 
policy  which  had  for  ages  proposed,  as  its  chief  object, 
the  establishment  of  such  a  balance  of  power  as  would 
secure  national  independence.  Under  these  influences 
the  human  mind  had  made  great  progress ;  and  in  truth 
the  French  revolution  had  resulted  from  an  unpreceden- 
ted excitement  and  developement  of  men's  faculties,  and 
from  the  extension  of  power  and  intelligence  through  a 
vastly  wider  class,  than  had  participated  in  them  at  any 
former  period.  The  very  power,  which  Napoleon  was 
wielding,  might  be  traced  to  an  enthusiasm  essentiaUy 
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geoerous,  and  manifesting  a  tendency  of  the  civilized 
world  to  better  institutions.  It  is  plain  that  the  old 
plans  of  conquest,  and  the  mazims  of  comparatively  bar- 
barous ages,  did  not  suit  such  a  state  of  society.  An 
ambitious  man  was  to  make  his  way,  by  allying  himself 
with  the  new  movements  and  excitements  of  the  world. 
The  existence  of  a  vast  maritime  power  like  England, 
which,  by  its  command  of  the  ocean  and  its  extensive 
commerce,  was  brought  into  contact  with  every  com- 
munity, and  which  at  the  same  time  enjoyed  the  envia- 
ble preeminence  of  possessing  the  freest  institutions  in 
Europe,  was  of  itself  a  sufficient  motive  for  a  great 
modification  of  the  policy,  by  which  one  state  was  now 
to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  nations.  The  peculiar 
character  and  influence  of  England,  Bonaparte  seemed 
indeed  never  able  to  comprehend;  and  the  violent 
measures,  by  which  he  essayed  to  tear  asunder  the  old 
connexions  of  that  country  with  the  continent,  only 
gave  them  strength,  by  adding  to  the  ties  of  interest 
those  of  sympathy,  of  common  suffering,  and  common 
danger. 

Force  and  corruption  were  the  great  engines  of  Na- 
poleon, and  he  plied  them  without  disguise  or  reserve, 
not  caring  how  far  he  insulted  and  armed  against  him- 
self, the  moral  and  national  feelings  of  Europe.  His 
great  reliance  was  on  the  military  spirit  and  energy  of 
the  French  people.  To  make  France  a  nation  of  sol- 
diers was  the  first  and  main  instrument  of  his  policy ; 
and  here  he  was  successful.  The  revolution  indeed 
had  in  no  small  degree  done  this  work  to  his  handa. 
To  complete  it,  he  introduced  a  national  system  of  ed- 
ucation, having  for  its  plain  end  to  train  the  whole 
youth  of  France  to  a  military  life,  to  familiarize  the 
mind   to  this  destination  from  its  earliest  years,  and 
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to  associate  the  idea  of  glory  almost  exclusively  with 
arms*  The  ccMiscription  gave  full  efficacy  to  this  sys- 
tem ;  for  as  every  young  man  in  the  empire  had  reason 
to  anticipate  a  summons  to  the  surmy,  the  first  object 
in  education  natujrally  -was,  to  fit  him  for  the  field. 
The  public  honors  bestowed  on  military  talent,  and  a 
rigorous  impartiality  in  awarding  promotion  to  merit, 
so  tlmt  no  origin,  however  obscure,  was  a  bar  to  what 
were  deemed  the  highest  honors  of  Europe,  kindled  the 
ambition  of  the  whde  pec^e  into  a  flame,  and  directed 
it  exclusively  to  the  camp.  It  b  true,  the  conscription, 
which  thinned  so  terribly  tiie  ranks  of  her  youth,  and 
qpread  anxiety  and  bereavenient  through  all  her  dwel- 
tings,  was  severely  felt  in  France.  But  Napoleon 
knew  the  race  whom  it  was  his  busii^ss  to  manage ; 
and  by  the  glare  of  victory,  and  the  title  of  the  Grand 
£n^e,  he  succeeded  in  reconciling  th^aoi  for  a  time  to 
the  most  painful  domestic  privntkms,  and  to  an  unex- 
ampled waste  of  life.  Thus  he  secured,  what  he  ac- 
counted the  most  important  instrument  of  dominion,  a 
great  military  fofce.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  stim- 
ulants, which,  for  this  purpose,  he  was  forced  to  apply 
perpetually  to  Frendi  vanity,  the  ostentation  with 
which  the  invincible  power  of  France  was  trumpeted 
to  the  world,  and  the  haughty  vaunting  style  which  be- 
came the  mp^  striking  characteristk  of  that  intoxicated 
peqde,  were  perpetual  irritations  of  the  national  spirit 
and  pride  of  Europe,  and  implanted  a  deep  hatred  to- 
wards the  new  and  insulting  empire,  which  waited  but 
for  a  iav<Nrable  moment  to  repay  with  interest  the  debt 
of  humiliation. 

The  ccmdition  of  Europe  forbade,  as  we  believe,  the 
establishment  of  universal  monarchy  by  mere  physical 
fofce.     The  sword,  however  importent,  was  now  to 
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play  but  a  secondary  part.  The  true  course  for  Napor 
leon  seems  to  us  to  have  been  indicated,  not  only  by 
the  state  of  Europe,  but  by  the  means  which  France  in 
the  beginning  of  her  revolution  had  found  most  effectu- 
al. He  should  have  identified  himself  with  some  great 
interests,  opinion,  or  institutions,  by  which  he  might 
have  bound  to  himself  a  large  party  in  every  nation. 
He  should  have  contrived  to  make  at  least  a  specious 
cause  against  all  old  establishments.  To  contrast  him- 
self most  strikingly  and  most  advantageously  with  for- 
mer governments,  should  have  been  the  key  of  his 
policy.  He  should  have  placed  himself  at  the  head  of 
a  new  order  of  things,  which  should  have  worn  the  £ace 
of  an  improvement  of  the  social  state.  Nor  did  the 
subversion  of  republican  forms  prevent  his  adoption  of 
this  course,  or  of  some  other  which  would  have  secured 
to  him  the  sympathy  of  multitudes.  He  might  still  have 
drawn  some  broad  lines  between  his  own  administra- 
tion and  that  of  other  states,  tending  to  throw  the  old 
dynasties  into  the  shade.  He  might  have  cast  away  the 
ancient  pageantry  and  forms,  distinguished  himself  by 
the  simplicity  of  his  establishments,  and  exaggerated  the 
relief  which  he  gave  to  his  people,  by  saving  them  the 
burdens  of  a  wasteful  and  luxurious  court.  He  might 
have  insisted  on  the  great  benefits  that  had  accrued  to 
France  from  the  establishment  of  uniform  laws,  which 
protected  alike  all  classes  of  men ;  and  he  might  have 
virtually  pledged  himself  to  the  subversion  of  the  feudal 
inequalities  which  still  disfigured  Europe.  He  might 
have  insisted  on  the  favorable  changes  to  be  introduced 
into  property,  by  abolishing  the  entails  which  fettered 
it,  the  rights  of  primogeniture,  and  the  exclusive  privi- 
leges of  a  haughty  aristocracy.  He  might  have  found 
abuses  enough  against  which   to  array  himself  as  a 
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champion.  By  becoming  the  head  of  new  institutions, 
which  would  have  involved  the  transfer  of  power  into 
new  hands^  and  would  have  oflFered  to  the  people  a  real 
improvement,  he  might  everywhete  have  summoned  to 
his  standard  the  bold  and  enterprising,  and  might  have 
disarmed  the  national  prejudices  to  which  he  fell  a  prey. 
Revolution  was  still  the  true  instrument  of  power.  In 
a  word,  Napoleon  lived  at  a  period,  when  he  could  only 
establish  a  durable  and  universal  control,  through  prin- 
ciples and  institutions  of  some  kind  or  other,  to  which 
he  would  seem  to  be  devoted. 

It  was  impossible,  however,  for  such  a  man  as  Napo- 
leon, to  adopt,  perhaps  to  conceive,  a  system  such  as 
has  now  been  traced ;  for  it  was  wholly  at  war  with 
that  egotistical,  self-relying,  self-exaggerating  principle, 
which  was  the  most  striking  feature  of  his  mind.  He 
imagined  himself  able,  not  only  to  conquer  nations,  but 
to  hold  them  together  by  the  awe  and  admiration  which 
his  own  character  would  inspire ;  and  this  bond  he  pre- 
ferred to  every  other.  An  indirect  sway,  a  control  of 
nations  by  means  of  in3titutions,  principles,  or  prejudi- 
ces, of  which  he  was  to  be  only  the  apostle  and  defen- 
der, was  utterly  inconsistent  with  that  vehemence  of 
will,  that  passion  for  astonishing  mankind,  and  that 
persuasion  of  his  own  invincibleness,  which  were  his 
master  feelings,  and  which  made  force  his  darling  in- 
strument of  dominion.  He  chose  to  be  the  great,  pal- 
pable, and  sole  bond  of  his  empire ;  to  have  his  image 
reflected  from  every  establishment ;  to  be  the  centre, 
in  which  every  ray  of  glory  should  meet,  and  from 
which  every  impulse  should  be  propagated.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  egotism,  he  never  dreamed  of  adapting 
himself  to  the  moral  condition  of  the  world.  T]fe 
sword  was  his  chosen  weapon,  and  he  used  it  without 
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disguise.  He  insulted  nations  as  well  as  sovereigns. 
He  did  not  attempt  to  gild  their  chains,  or  to  fit  the 
yoke  gently  to  their  necks..  The  excess  of  his  extor- 
tions, th^  audacity  of  his  claims,  and  the  insolent  lan- 
guage in  which  Europe  was  spoken  of  as  the  vassal  of 
the  great  empire,  discovered,  that  he  expected  to  reign, 
not  only  without  linking  himself  with  the  interests,  pre- 
judices, and  national  feelings  of  men,  but  by  setting  all 
at  defiance. 

It  would  be  easy  to  point  out  a  multitude  of  instan- 
ces in  which  he  sacrificed  the  only  policy  by  which  he 
could  prevail,  to  the  persuasion,  that  his  own  greatness 
could  more  than  balance  whatever  opposition  his  vio- 
lence might  awaken.  In  an  age  in  which  Christianity 
was  exerting  some  power,  there  was  certainly  a  degree 
of  deference  due  to  the  moral  convictions  of  society. 
But  Napoleon  thought  himself  more  than  a  match  for 
the  moral  instincts  and  sentiments  of  our  nature.  He 
thought  himself  able  to  cover  the  most  atrocious  deeds 
by  the  splendor  of  his  name,  and  even  to  extort  applause 
for  crimes  by  the  brilliancy  of  his  success.  He  took  no 
pains  to  conciliate  esteem.  In  his  own  eyes  he  was 
mightier  than  conscience ;  and  thus  he  turned  against 
himself  the  power  and  resentment  of  virtue,  in  every 
breast  where  that  divine  principle  yet  found  a  home. 

Through  the  same  blinding  egotism,  he  was  anxious 
to  fill  the  thrones  of  Europe  with  men  bearing  his  own 
name,  and  to  multiply  everywhere  images  of  himself. 
Instead  of  placing  over  conquered  countries  efficient 
men,  taken  from  themselves,  who,  by  upholding  better 
institutions,  would  carry  with  them  large  masses  of 
the  people,  and  who  would  still,  by  their  hostility  to 
the  old  dynasties,  link  their  fortunes  with  his  own,  he 
placed  over  nations  such  men  as  Jerome  and  Murat. 
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He  thus  spread  a  jealousy  of  his  power,  whilst  he  ren- 
dered it  insecure ;  for  as  none  of  the  princes  of  his 
creation,  however  well  disposed,  were  allowed  to  iden- 
tify themselves  with  their  subjects,  and  to  take  root  in 
the  public  heart,  but  were  compelled  to  act,  openly  and 
without  disguise,  as  satellites  and  prefects  of  the  French 
emperor;  they  gained  no  hold  on  their  subjects,  and 
could  bring  no  strength  to  their  master  in  his  hour  of 
peril.  In  none  of  his  arrangements  did  Napoleon  think 
of  securing  to  his  cause  the  attachment  of  nations. 
Astonishment,  awe,  and  force,  were  his  weapons,  and 
his  own  great  name  the  chosen  pillar  of  his  throne. 

So  far  was  Bonaparte  from  magnifying  the  contrast 
and  distinctions  between  himself  and  the  old  dynasties 
of  Europe,  and  from  attaching  men  to  himself  by  new 
prmciples  and  institutions,  ths^t  he  had  the  great  weak- 
ness, for  so  we  view  it,  to  revive  the  old  forms  of  mon- 
archy, and  to  ape  the  manners  of  the  old  court,  and 
thus  to  connect  himself  with  the  herd  of  legitimate  sove- 
reigns. This  was  not  only  to  rob  his  government  of 
that  imposing  character  which  might  have  been  given 
to  it,  and  of  that  interest  which  it  might  have  inspired 
as  an  improvement  on  former  institutions,  but  was  to 
become  competitor  in  a  race  in  which  he  could  not  but 
be  distanced.  He  could  indeed  pluck  crowns. from  the 
heads  of  monarchs ;  but  he  could  not  by  any  means 
infuse  their  blood  into  his  veins,  associate  with  himself 
the  ideas  which  are  attached  to  a  long  line  of  ancestry, 
or  give  to  his  court  the  grace  of  manners,  which  belongs 
to  older  establishments.  His  true  policy  was,  to  throw 
contempt  on  distinctions,  which  he  could  not  rival ;  and 
had  he  possessed  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  founder  of 
a  new  era,  he  would  have  substituted  for  a  crown,  and 
for  other  long  worn  badges  of  power,  a  new  and  simple 
9* 
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style  of  grandeur,  and  new  insignia  of  dignity,  more 
consonant  with  an  enlightened  age,  and  worthy  of  one 
who  disdained  to  be  a  vulgar  king.  By  the  policy 
which  he  adopted,  if  it  be  wcnrthy  of  that  name,  he  be- 
came a  vulgar  king,  and  showed  a  mind  incapable  of 
answering  the  wants  and  demands  of  his  age.  It  is 
well  known,  that  the  progress  of  intelligence  had  done 
much  in  Europe,  to  weaken  men's  reverence  for  pa- 
geantry and  show.  Nobles  had  learned  to  lay  aside 
their  trappings  in  ordinary  life,  and  to  appear  as  gentle- 
men. Even  royalty  had  begun  to  retrench  its  pomp  ; 
and  in  the  face  of  all  this  improvement,  Bonaparte 
stooped  from  his  height,  to  study  costumes,  to  legislate 
about  court  dresses  and  court  manners,  and  to  outshine 
his  brother  monarchs  in  their  own  line.  He  desired  to 
add  the  glory  of  m^ter  of  ceremonies  to  that  of  con- 
queror of  nations.  In  liis  anxiety  to  belong  to  the  cast 
of  kings,  he  exacted  scrupulously  the  observance  and 
ctiqfaette  with  whicli  they  are  approached.  Not  satis- 
fied with  this  approximation  to  the  old  sovereigns,  with 
whom  he  had  no  common  interest,  and  from  whom  he 
could  not  have  removed  himself  too  far,  he  sought  to 
ally  himself  by  marriage  with  the  royal  families  in  Eu- 
rope, to  ingraft  himself  and  his  posterity  on  an  old  im- 
perial tree.  This  was  the  very  way  to  turn  back  opinion 
into  its  old  channels ;  to  carry  back  Europe  to  its  old 
prejudices  ;  to  facilitate  the  restoraition  of  its  old  order ; 
to  preach  up  legitimacy ;  to  crush  every  hope  that  he 
was  to  work  a  beneficent  change  among  nations.  It 
may  seem  strange  that  his  egotism  did  not  preserve 
him  from  the  imitation  of  antiquated  monarchy.  But 
his  egotism,  though  excessive,  was  not  lofty,  nor  was 
it  seconded  by  a  genius,  rich  and  inventive,  except  in 
war. 
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We  have  now  followed  Napoleon  to  the  height  of  his 
power,  and  given  our  views  of  the  policy  hy  which  he 
hoped  to  make  that  power  perpetual  and  unbounded. 
His  fall  is  easily  explained.  It  had  its  origin  in  that 
spirit  of  self*reliance  and  self-exaggeration,  of  which 
we  have  seen  so  many  proofs.  It  began  in  Spain. 
That  country  was  a  province  in  reality.  He  wanted  to 
make  it  one  in  name  ;  to  place  over  it  a  Bonaparte  ;  to 
make  it  a  more  striking  manifestation  of  his  power. 
For  this  purpose,  he  '  kidnapped '  its  royal  family,  stir- 
red up  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  its  people,  and,  after 
shedding  on  its  plains  and  mountains  the  best  blood  of 
France,  lost  it  forever.  Next  came  his  expedition 
against  Russia,  an  expedition  against  which  his  wisest 
counsellors  remonstrated,  'but  which  had  every  recom- 
mendation to  a  man  who  regarded  himself  as  an  excep- 
tion to  his  race,  and  able  to  triumph  over  the  laws  of 
nature.  So  insane  were  his  self-confidence  and  impa- 
tience of  opposition,  that  he  drove  by  his  outrages  Swe- 
den, the  old  ally  of  France,  into  the  arms  of  Russia,  at 
the  very  moment  that  he  was  about  to  throw  himself 
into  the  heart  of  that  mighty  empire.  On  his  Russian 
campaign  we  have  no  desire  to  enlarge.  Of  all  the 
mourniiil  pages  of  history,  none  are  more  sad  than  that 
which  records  the  retreat  of  the  French  army  from 
Moscow.  We  remember,  that  when  the  intelligence  of 
Napoleon's  discomfiture  in  Russia  first  reached  this 
country,  we  were  among  those  who  exulted  in  it,  think- 
ing only  of  the  results.  But  when  subsequent  and 
minuter  accounts  brought  distinctly  before  our  eyes 
that  unequalled  army  of  France,  broken,  famished, 
slaughtered,  seeking  shelter  under  snowdrifts,  and  per- 
ishing by  intense  cold,  we  looked  back  on  our  joy  with 
almost  a  consciousness  of  guilt,  and  expiated  by  a  sin- 
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cere  grief  our  insensibility  to  the  sufferings  of  our  fel- 
low creatures.  We  understand  that  many  interesting 
notices  of  Napoleon,  as  he  appeared  in  this  disastrous 
campaign,  are  given  in  the  Memoirs  of  Count  Segur,  a 
book,  from  which  we  have  been  repelled  by  the  sor- 
rows and  miseries  which  it  details.  We  can  conceive 
few  subjects  more  worthy  of  Sbakspeare  than  the 
mind  of  Napoleon,  at  the  moment,  when  his  fate  was 
sealed ;  when  the  tide  of  his  victories  was  suddenly 
stopped  and  rolled  backwards  ;  when  his  dreams  of  in- 
vincibleness  were  broken  as  by  a  peal  of  thunder ; 
when  the  word,  which  had  awed  nations,  died  away, 
<m  the  bleak  waste,  a  powerless  sound ;  and  when  he, 
whose  spirit  Europe  could  not  bound,  fled  in  fear  from 
a  captive's  doom.  The  shock  must  have  been  tremen- 
dous to  a  mind  so  imperious,  scornful,  and  unschooled 
to  humiliation.  The  intense  agony  of  that  moment 
when  he  gave  the  unusual  orders,  to  retreat ;  the  deso- 
lateness  of  his  soul,  when  he  saw  his  brave  soldiers, 
and  his  chosen  guards  sinking  in  the  snows,  and  perish- 
ing in  crowds  around  him  ;  his  unwillingness  to  receive 
the  details  of  his  losses,  lest  self-possession  should  fail 
him  ;  the  levity  and  badinage  of  his  interview  vnth  the 
Abb6  de  Pradt  at  Warsaw,  discovering  a  mind  laboring 
to  throw  off  an  insupportable  weight,  wrestling  with 
itself,  struggling  against  misery ;  and  though  last  not 
least,  his  unconquerable  purpose,  still  clinging  to  lost 
empire  as  the  only  good  of  life  ;  these  workings  of  such 
a  spirit  would  have  furnished  to  the  great  dramatist  a 
theme,  worthy  of  his  transcendent  powers. 

By  the  irretrievable  disasters  of  the  Russian  cam- 
paign, the  empire  of  the  world  was  effectually  placed 
beyond  the  grasp  of  Napoleon.  The  tide  of  conquest 
had  ebbed,  never  to  return.  .  The   spell  which  had 
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bound  the  nations  was  dissolved.  He  was  no  longer 
the  Invincible.  The  weight  of  military  power,  which 
bad  kept  down  the  spirit  of  nations,  was  removed,  and 
their  long. smothered  sense  of  wrong  and  insult  broke 
forth  like  the  fires  of  a  volcano.  Bonaparte  might  still, 
perhaps,  have  secured  the  throne  of  France ;  but  that 
of  Europe  was  gone.  This,  however,  he  did  not,  could 
not,  would  not  understand.  He  had  connected  with 
himself  too  obstinately  the  character  of  the  world's 
master,  to  be  able  to  relinquish  it.  Amidst  the  dark 
omens  which  gathered  round  him,  he  still  saw  in  his 
past  wonderful  escapes,  and  in  his  own  exaggerated ' 
energies,  the  means  of  rebuilding  his  fallen  power. 
Accordingly  the  thought  of  abandoning  his  pretensions 
does  not  seem  to  have  crossed  his  mind,  and  his  irre- 
parable defeat  was  only  a  summons  to  new  exertion. — 
We  doubt,  indeed,  whether  Napoleon,  if  he  could  have 
understood  fully  his  condition,  would  have  adopted  a  dif- 
ferent course.  Though  despairing,  he  would  probably 
have  raised  new  armies,  and  fought  to  the  last.  To  a 
mind,  which  has  placed  its  whole  happiness  in  having 
no  equal,  the  thought  of  descending  to  the  level  even 
of  kings  is  intolerable.  Napoleon's  mind  had  been 
stretched  by  such  ideas  of  universal  empire,  that  France, 
though  reaching  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Pyrenes,  seemed 
narrow  to  him.  He  could  not  be  shut  up  in  it.  Ac- 
cordingly, as  his  fortunes  darkened,  we  see  no  signs  of 
relenting.  He  could  not  wear,  he  said,  *  a  tarnished 
crown,'  that  is,  a  crown  no  brighter  than  those  of  Aus- 
tria and  Russia.  He  continued  to  use  a  master's  tone. 
He  showed  no  change,  but  such  as  opposition  works  in 
the  obstinate ;  he  lost  his  temper  and  grew  sour.  He 
heaped  reproaches  on  his  marshals,  and  the  legislative 
body.  He  insulted  Metternich,  the  statesman,  on  whom. 
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above  all  others,  his  fate  depended.  He  irritated  Mu- 
rat  by  sarcasms,  which  rankled  within  him,  and  accel- 
erated, if  they  did  not  determine,  his  desertion  of  his 
master.  It  is  a  striking  example  of  retribution,  that 
the  very  vehemence  and  sternness  of  his  will,  which 
had  borne  him  onward  to  dominion,  now  drove  him  to 
the  rejection  of  terms  which  might  have  l^ft  him  a  for- 
midable power,  and  thus  made  his  ruin  entire.  Refus- 
ing to  take  counsel  of  events,  he  persevered  in  fighting 
with  a  stubbornness,  which  reminds  us  of  a  spoiled 
child,  who  sullenly  grasps  what  he  knows  he  must  re- 
'  linquish,  struggles  without  hope,  ana  does  not  give  over 
resistance,  until  his  little  fingers  are  one  by  one  un- 
clenched from  the  object  on  which  he  has  set  his  heart. 
Thus  fell  Napoleon.  We  shall  follow  his  history  no 
farther.  His  retreat  to  Elba,  his  irruption  into  France, 
his  signal  overthrow,  and  his  banishment  to  St.  Helena, 
though  they  add  to  the  romance  of  his  history,  throw 
no  new  light  on  his  character,  and  would  of  course 
contribute  nothing  to  our  present  object.  There  are 
indeed  incidents  in  this  portion  of  his  life  which  are 
somewhat  inconsistent  with  the  firmness  and  conscious 
superiority  which  belonged  to  him.  But  a  man,  into 
whose  character  so  much  impulse,  and  so  little  princi* 
pie  entered,  must  not  be  expected  to  preserve  unblem-* 
ished,  in  such  hard  reverses,  the  dignity  and  self-respec4 
of  an  emperor  and  a  hero. 

In  the  course  of  these  remarks,  our  views  of  the 
Conqueror,  of  the  First  Consul,  and  of  the  Emperor, 
have  been  given  plainly -and  freely.  The  subject,  how- 
ever, is  so  important  and  interesting,  that  we  have 
thought  it  worth  our  while,  though  at  the  hazard  of 
some  repetition,  to  bring  together,  in  a  narrower  corn- 
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pass,  what  seem  to  us  the  great  leading  features  of  the 
intellectual  and  moral  chafacter  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

His  intellect  was  distinguished  by  rapidity  of  thought. 
He  understood  by  a  glance  what  most  men,  and  supe- 
rior men,  could  learn  only  by  study.  He  darted  to  a 
conclusion  rather  by  intuition  than  reasoning.  In  war, 
which  was  the  only  subject  of  which  he  was  master, 
he  seized  in  an  instant  on  the  great  points  of  his  own 
and  his  enemy's  positions;  and  combined  at  once  the 
movements,  by  which  an  overpowering  force  might  be 
thrown  with  unexpected  fury  on  a  vulnerable  part  of  the 
hostile  line,  and  the  fate  of  an  army  be  decided  in  a 
day.  He  understood  war  as  a  science ;  but  his  mind 
was  too  bold,  rapid,  and  irrepressible,  to  be  enslaved  by 
the  technics  of  his  profession.  He  found  the  old  armies 
fighting  by  rule,  and  he  discovered  the  true  characteris- 
tic of  genius,  which,  without  despising  rules,  knows 
when  and  how  to  break  them.  He  understood  tho- 
roughly the  immense  moral  power,  which  is  gained  by 
originality  and  rapidity  of  operation.  He  astonished 
and  paralysed  his  enemies  by  his  unforeseen  and  impet- 
uous assaults,  by  the  suddenness  with  which  the  storm 
of  battle  burst  upon  them ;  and,  whilst  giving  to  his 
soldiers  the  advantages  of  modem  discipline,  breathed 
into  them,  by  his  quick  and  decisive  movements,  the 
enthusiasm  of  ruder  ages.  This  power  of  disheartening 
the  foe,  and  of  spreading  through  his  own  ranks  a  con- 
fidence, and  exhilarating  courage,  which  made  war  a 
pastime,  and  seemed  to  make* victory  sure,  distinguished 
Napoleon  in  an  age  of  uncommon  military  talent^  and 
was  one  main  instrument  of  his^future  power. 

The  wonderful  effects  of  that  rapidity  of  thought  by 
which  Bonaparte  was  marked,  the  signal  success  of  his 
new  mode  of  warfare,  and  the  almost  incredible  speed 
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with  which  his  fame  was  spread  through  nations,  had 
no  small  agency  in  fixing  his  character  and  determining 
for  a  period  the  fate  of  empires.  These  stirring  influ- 
ences infused  a  new  consciousness  of  his  own  might. 
They  gave  intensity  and  audacity  to  his  ambition ;  gave 
form  and  substance  to  his  indefinite  visions  of  glory , 
and  raised  his  fiery  hopes  to  empire.  The  burst  of  ad- 
miration, which  his  early  career  called  forth,  must  in 
particular  have  had  an  influence,  in  imparting  to  his 
ambition  that  modification  by  which  it  was  character- 
ized, and  which  contributed  alike  to  its  success  and  to 
its  fall.  He  began  with  astonishing,  the  world,  with 
producing  a  sudden  and  universal  sensation,  such  as 
modern  times  had  not  witnessed.  To  astonish  as  well 
as  to  sway  by  his  energies,  became  the  great  aim  of  his 
life.  Henceforth  to  rule  was  not  enough  for  Bona- 
parte. He  wanted  to  amaze,  to  dazzle,  to  overpower 
men's  souls,  by  striking,  bold,  magnificent,  and  unantici- 
pated results.  To  govern  ever  so  absolutely  would  not 
have  satisfied  him,  if  he  must  have  governed  silently. 
He  wanted  to  reign  through  wonder  and  awe,  by  the 
grandeur  and  terror  of  his  name,  by  displays  of  power 
which  would  rivet  on  b^m  every  eye,  and  make  him  the 
theme  of  every  tongue.  Power  was  his  supreme  object, 
bat  a  power  which  should  be  gazed  at  as  well  as  felt, 
which  should  strike  men  as  a  prodigy,  which  should 
shake  old  thrones  as  an  earthquake,  and  by  the  sudden- 
ness of  its  new  creations  should  awaken  something  of 
the  submissive  wonder  which  miraculous  agency  in- 
spires. 

Such  seems  to  us  to  have  been  the  distinction,  or 
characteristic  modification  of  his  love  of  fame.  It  was 
a  diseased  passion  for  a  kind  of  adjuration,  which,  from 
the  principles  of  our  nature,  cannot  be  enduring,  and 
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which  demands  for  its  support  perpetual  and  more  stim 
olating  novelty.  Mere  esteem  he  would  have  scorn- 
ed. Calm  admiration,  though  universal,  and  enduring, 
would  have  been  insipid.  He  wanted  to  electrify  and 
overwhelm.  He  lived  for  effect.  The  world  was  his 
theatre,  and  he  cared  little  what  part  he  played,  if  he 
might  walk  the  sole  hero  on  the  stage,  and  call  forth 
bursts  of  applause,  which  would  silence  all  other  fame. 
In  war  the  triumphs  which  he  coveted  were  those,  in 
which  he  seemed  to  sweep  away  his  foes  like  a  whirl- 
wind ;  and  the  immense  and  unparalleled  sacrifice  of 
his  own  soldiers,  in  the  rapid  marches  and  daring  as- 
saults to  which  he  owed  his  victories,  in  no  degree 
diminished  their  worth  to  the  victor.  In  peace,  he  de- 
lighted to  hurry  through  his  dominions ;  to  multiply 
himself  by  his  rapid  movements ;  to  gather  at  a  glance 
the  capacities  of  improvement  which  every  important 
place  possessed  ;  to  suggest  plans  which  would  startle 
by  their  originality  and  vastness ;  to  pbject  in  an  in- 
stant, works  which  a  life  could  not  accomplish,  and  to 
leave  behind  the  impression  of  a  superhuman  energy. 

Our  sketch  of  Bonaparte  would  be  imperfect  indeed, 
if  we  did  not  add^  that  he  was  characterized  by  nothing 
more  strongly  than  by  the  spirit  of  Self-exaggeration. 
The  singular  energy  of  his  intellect  and  will,  through 
which  he  had  mastered  so  many  rivals  and  foes,  and 
overcome  what  seemed  insuperable  obstacles,  inspired 
a  consciousness  of  being  something  more  than  man. 
His  strong  original  tendencies  to  pride  and  self-exalta- 
tion, fed  and  pampered  by  strange  success  and  unbound- 
ed applause,  swelled  into  an  almost  insane  conviction 
of  superhuman  greatness.  In  his  own  view,  he  stood 
apart  from  other  men.  He  was  not  to  be  measured  by 
the  standard  of  humanity.  He  was  not  to  be  retarded 
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by  difficulties  to  which  all  others  yielded.  He  was  not 
to  be  subjected  to  laws  and  obligations  which  all  others 
were  expected  to  obey.  Nature  and  the  human  will 
were  to  bend  to  his  power.  He  was  the  child  and  fa- 
vorite of  fortune,  knd  if  not  the  lord,  the  chief  object 
of  destiny.  His  history  shows  a  spirit  of  self-exaggera- 
tion, unrivalled  in  enlightened  ages,  and  which  reminds 
us  of  an  Oriental  king  to  whom  incense  had  been  burnt 
from  his  birth  as  to  a  deity.  This  was  the  chief  source 
of  his  crimes.  He  wanted  the  sentiment  of  a  common 
nature  with  his  fellow  beings.  He  had  no  sympathies 
with  his  race.  That  feeling  of  brotherhood,  which  is 
developed  in  truly  great  souls  with  peculiar  energy,  and 
through  which  they  give  up  themselves  willing  victims, 
joyful  sacrifices,  to  the  interests  of  mankind,  was  wholly 
unknown  to  him.  His  heart,  amidst  its  wild  beatings, 
never  had  a  throb  of  disinterested  love.  The  ties  which 
bind  man  to  man  he  broke  asunder.  The  proper  hap- 
piness of  a  man,  which  consists  in  the  victory  of  moral 
eiiergy  and  social  affection  over  the  selfish  passions,  he 
cast  away  for  the  lonely  joy  of  a  despot.  With  powers, 
which  might  have  made  him  a  glorious  representative 
and  minister  of  the  beneficent  Divinity,  and  with  natu- 
ral sensibilities  which  might  have  been  exalted  into 
sublime  virtues,  he  chose  to  separate  himself  from  his 
kind,  to  forego  their  love,  esteem,  and  gratitude,  that 
he  might  become  their  gaze,  their  fear,  their  wonder ; 
and  for  this  selfish,  solitary  good,  parted  with  peace 
and  imperishable  renown. 

This  insolent  exaltation  of  himself  above  the  race  to 
which  he  belonged,  broke  out  in  the  beginning  of  his 
career.  His  first  success  in  Italy  gave  him  the  tone  of 
a  master,  and  he  never  laid  it  aside  to  his  last  hour* 
One  can  hardly  help  being  struck  with  the  natural  man- 
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net  with  which  he  arrogates  supremacy  in  his  conversa- 
tion and  proclamations.  We  never  feel  as  if  he  were 
putting  on  a  lordly  air.  In  his  proudest  claims,  he 
speaks  from  his  own  mind,  and  in  native  language.  His 
style  is  swollen,  but  never  strained,  as  if  he  were  con- 
scious of  playing  a  part  above  his  real  claims.  Even 
when  he  was  foolish  and  impious  enough  to  arrogate  mi- 
raculous powers  and  a  mission  from  God,  his  language 
showed  that  he  thought  there  was  something  in  his  cha- 
racter and  exploits  to  give  a  color  to  his  blasphemous 
pretensions.  The  empire  of  the  world  seemed  to  him 
to  be  in  a  measure  his  due,  for  nothing  short  of  it  cor- 
responded vnth  his  conceptions  of  himself;  and  he  did 
not  use  mere  verbiage,  but  spoke  a  language  to  which 
he  gave  some  credit,  when  he  called  his  successive  con- 
quests '  the  fulfilment  of  his  destiny.' 

This  spirit  of  self-exaggeration  wrought  its  own  mis- 
ery, and  drew  down  upon  him  terrible  punishments ; 
and  this  it  did  by  vitiating  and  perverting  his  high  pow- 
ers. Fu'st,  it  diseased  his  fine  intellect,  gave  imagina- 
tion the  ascendency  over  judgment,  turned  the  inven- 
tiveness and  fruitfulness  of  his  mind  into  rash,  impa- 
tient, restless  energies,  and  thus  precipitated  him  into 
projects,  which,  as  the  wisdom  of  his  counsellors  pro- 
nounced, were  fraught  with  ruin.  To  a  man  whose 
vanity  took  him  out  of  the  rank  of  human  beings,  no 
foundation  for  reasoning  was  left.  All  things  seemed 
possible.  His  genius  and  his  fortune  were  not  to  be 
bounded  by  the  barriers,  which  experience  had  assigned 
to  human  powers.  Ordinary  rules  did  not  apply  to 
him.  He  even  found  excitement  and  motives  in  obsta- 
cles, before  which  other  men  would  have  wavered ;  for 
these  would  enhance  the  glory  of  triumph,  ind  give  a 
new  thrill  to  the  admiration  of  the  world.     According- 
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ly  he  again  and  again  plunged  into  the  depths  of  an 
enemy's  country,  and  staked  his  whole  fortune  and 
power  on  a  single  battle.  To  be  rash  was  indeed  the 
necessary  result  of  his  self-exalting  and  self-relying  spir- 
it ;  for  to  dare  what  no  other  man  would  dare,  to  ac- 
complish what  no  other  man  would  attempt,  was  the 
very  way  to  display  himself  as  a  superior  being  in  his 
own  and  others'  eyes. — To  be  impatient  and  restless 
was  another  necessary  issue  of  the  attributes  we  have 
described.  The  calmness  of  wisdom  was  denied  him. 
He,  who  was  next  to  omnipotent  in  his  own  eyes,  and 
who  delighted  to  strike  and  astonish  by  sudden  and 
conspicuous  operations,  could  not  brook  delay  or  wait 
for  the  slow  operations  of  time.  A  work,  which  was  to 
be  gradually  matured  by  the  joint  agency  of  various 
causes,  could  not  suit  a  man,  v/ho  wanted  to  be  felt  as 
the  ^great,  perhaps  only,  cause ;  who  wished  to  stamp 
his  own  agency  in  the  most  glaring  characters  on  what- 
ever he  performed ;  and  who  hoped  to  rival  by  a  sud- 
derf  energy  the  steady  and  progressive  works  of  nature. 
Hence  so  many  of  his  projects  were,  never  completed, 
or  only  announced.  They  swelled  however  the  tide  of 
flattery,  which  ascribed  to  him  the  completion  of  what 
was  not  yet  begun,  whilst  his  restless  spirit,  rushing  to 
new  enterprises,  forgot  its  pledges,  and  left  the  prom- 
ised prodigies  of  his  creative  genius  to  exist  only  in  the 
records  of  adulation. — Thus  the  rapid  and  inventive  in- 
tellect of  Bonaparte  was  depraved,  and  failed  to  achieve 
a  growing  and  durable  greatness.  It  reared  indeed  a 
vast  and  imposing  structure,  but  disproportioned,  .dis- 
jointed, without  strength,  without  foundations.  One 
strong  blast  was  enough  to  shake  and  shatter  it,  nor 
could  his  genius  uphold  it.  Happy  would  it  have  been 
for  his  fame,  had  he  been  buried  in  its  ruins ! 
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One  of  the  striking  properties  of  Bonaparte's  charac- 
ter was  decision,  and  this,  as  we  have  already  seen,  wis 
perverted,  by  the  spirit  of  self-exaggeration,  into  an  in- 
flexible stubbornness,  which  counsel  could  not  enlight- 
en, nor  circumstances  bend.  Having  taken  the  first 
step,  he  pressed  onward.  His  purpose  he  wished  oth- 
ers to  regard  as  a  law  of  nature,  or  a  decree  of  destiny. 
It  must  be  accomplished.  Resistance  but  strengthened 
it ;  and  so  often  had  resistance  been  overborne,  that  he 
felt  as  if  his  unconquerable  will,  joined  to  his  matchless 
intellect,  could  vanquish  all  things.  On  such  a  mind 
the  warnings  of  human  wisdom  and  of  Providence  were 
spent  in  vain ;  and  the  Man  of  Destiny  lived  to  teach 
others,  if  not  himself,  the  weakness  and  folly  of  that  all- 
defying  decision,  which  arrays  the  purposes  of  a  mortal 
vrith  the  immutableness  of  the  counsels  of  the  Most 
High. 

A  still  more  fatal  influence  of  the  spirit  of  self-exag- 
geration which  characterized  Bonaparte,  remains  to  be 
named.  It  depraved  to  an  extraordinary  degree  his 
moral  sense.  It  did  not  obliterate  altogether  the  ideas 
of  duty,  but,  by  a  singular  perversion,  it  impelled  him 
to  apply  them  exclusively  to  others.  It  never  seemed 
to  enter  his  thought,  that  he  was  subject  to  the  great 
obligations  of  morality,  which  all  others  are  called  to 
respect.  He  was  an  exempted  being.  Whatever  stood 
in  his  way  to  empire,  he  was  privileged  to  remove. 
Treaties  only  bound  his  enemies.  No  nation  had  rights 
but  his  own  France.  He  claimed  a  monopoly  in  perfidy 
and  violence.  He  was  not  naturally  cruel ;  but  when 
human  life  obstructed  his  progress,  it  was  a  lawful  prey, 
and  murder  and  assassination  occasioned  as  little  com- 
punction as  war.  The  most  luminous  exposition  of  his 
moral  code  was  given  in  his  counsels  to  the  king  of 
10* 
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Holland*  *  Never  forget,  that  in  the  situation  to  which 
B|y  political  system  and  the  interests  of  my  empire  have 
called  you,  your  first  duty  is  towards  ME,  your  second 
towards  France.  All  your  other  duties,  even  those  to- 
wards the  people  whom  I  have  called  you  to  govern, 
rank  after  these.'  To  his  own  mind  he  was  the  source 
and  centre  of  duty.  He  was  too  peculiar  and  exalted, 
to  be  touched  by  that  vulgar  stain,  called  guilt.  Crimes 
ceased  to  be  such,  when  perpetrated  by  himself.  Ac- 
cordingly he  always  speaks  of  his  transgressions  as  of 
indifferent  acts.  He  never  imagined  that  they  tarnish- 
ed his  glory,  or  diminished  his  claim  on  the  homage  of 
the  world.  In  Stt  Helena,  though  talking  perpetually 
of  himself,  and  often  reviewing  his  guilty  career,  we 
are  not  aware  that  a  single  compunction  escapes  him. 
He  speaks  of  his  life  as  calmly  as  if  it  had  been  conse- 
crated to  duty  and  beneficence,  whilst  in  the  same  breath 
he  has  the  audacity  to  reproach  unsparingly  the  faith- 
lessness of  almost  every  individual  and  nation,  with 
whom  he  had  been  connected.  We  doubt  whether 
history  furnishes  so  striking  an  example  of  the  moral 
blindness  and  obduracy  to  which  an  unbounded  egotism 
exposes  and  abandons  the  mind. 

His  spirit  of  self-exaggeration  was  seen  in '^  his  open- 
ness to  adulation.  Policy  indeed  prompted  him  to  put 
his  praises  into  the  mouths  of  the  venal  slaves,  who  ad- 
ministered his  despotism.  But  flattery  would  not  have  « 
been  permitted  to  swell  into  exaggerations,  now  nau- 
seous, now  ludicrous',  and  now  impious,  if,  in  the  bosom 
of  the  chief,  there  had  not  lodged  a  flatterer  who  sound- 
ed a  louder  note  of  praise  than  all  around  him.  He 
was  remarkably  sensitive  to  opinion,  and  resented  as  a 
wrong  the  suppression  of  his  praises.  The  press  of  all 
countries  was  watched,  and  free  states  were  called  upon 
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to  curb  it  for  daring  to  take  liberties  with  his  name« 
Even  in  books  published  in  France  on  general  topics^ 
he  expected  a  recognition  of  his  authority.  Works  of 
talent  were  suppressed,  when  their  authors  refused  to 
'  offer  incense  at  the  new  shrine.  He  resolved  indeed 
to  stamp  his  name  on  the  literature,  as  on  the  legisla^ 
tion,  policy,  warfare  of  his  age,  and  to  compel  genius, 
whose  pages  survive  statues,  columns,  and  empires,  to 
take  a  place  among  his  tributaries* 

We  close  our  view  of  Bonaparte's  charaoter,  by  say- 
ing, that  his  original  propensities,  released  from  re-< 
straint,  and  pampered  by  indulgence,  to  a  degree  seldom 
aUowed  to  mortals,  grew  up  into  a  spirit  of  despotism 
as  stem  and  absolute  as  ever  usurped  the  human  heart. 
The  love  of  power  and  supremacy  absorbed,  consumed 
him.  No  other  passion,  no  domestic  attachment,  no 
private  friendship,  no  love  of  pleasure,  no  relish  for  let* 
ters  or  the  arts,  no  human  sympathy,  no  human  weak- 
ness, divided  his  mind  with  the  passion  for  dominion 
and  for  dazzling  manifestations  of  his  power.  Before 
this,  duty,  honor,  love,  humanity  fell  prostrate.  Jose- 
phine, we  are  told,  was  dear  to  him ;  but  the  devoted 
wife,  who  had  stood  firm  and  faithful  in  the  day  of  his 
doubtful  fortunes,  was  cast  off  in  his  prosperity,  to 
make  room  for  a  stranger,  who  might  be  more  subser- 
vient to  his  power.  He  was  affectionate,  we  are  told, 
to  his  brothers  and  mother  ;  but  his  brothers,  the  mo- 
ment they  ceased  to  be  his  tools,  were  disgraced ;  and 
his  mother,  it  is  said,  was  not  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
presence  of  her  imperial  son.^  He  was  sometimes 
softened,  we  are  told,  by  the  sight  of  the  field  of  battle 
stiown  with  the  wounded  and  dead.     But  if  the  Moloch 

•  See  'America,'  page  57.  We  should  not  give  this  very  unamiable  trait  of 
Napoleon's  domeetio  character,  but  on  authority  which  we  cannot  question. 
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of  his  ambition  claimed  new  heaps  of  slain  to-morrow, 
it  was  never  denied.  With  all  his  sensibility,  he  gave 
millions  to  the  sword,  with  as  little  compmiction  as  he 
would  have  brushed  away  so  many  insects,  which  had 
infested  his  march.  To  him,  all  human  will,  desire, 
power,  were  to  bend.  His  superiority,  none  might 
question.  He  insulted  the  fallen,  who  had  contracted 
the  guilt  of  opposing  his  progress  ;  and  not  even  woman's 
lovelmess,  and  the  dignity  of  a  queen,  could  give  shel- 
ter from  his  contumely.  His  allies  were  his  vassals, 
nor  was  their  vassalage  concealed.  Too  lofty  to  use 
the  arts  of  conciliation,  preferring  command  to  persua- 
sion, overbearing,  and  all-grasping,  he  spread  distrust, 
exasperation,  fear,  and  revenge  through  Europe ;  and 
when  the  day  of  retribution  came,  the  old  antipathies 
and  mutual  jealousies  of  nations  were  swallowed  up  in 
one  burning  purpose  to  prostrate  the  common  tyrant, 
the  universal  foe. 

Such  was  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  But  some  will*  say, 
he  was  still  a  great  man.  This  we  mean  not  to  deny. 
But  we  would  have  it  understood,  that  there  are  various 
kinds  or  orders  of  greatness,  and  that  the  highest  did 
not  belong  to  Bonaparte.  There  are  different  orders 
of  greatness.  Among  these  the  first  rank  is  unques- 
tionably due  to  Moral  greatness,  or  magnanimity ;  to 
that  sublime  energy,  by  which  the  soul,  smitten  with 
the  love  of  virtue,  binds  itself  indissolubly,  for  life  and 
for  death,  to  truth  and  duty ;  espouses  as  its  own  the 
interests  of  human  nature  ;  scorns  all  meanness  and  de- 
fies all  peril ;  hears  in  its  own  conscience  a  voice  louder 
than  threatenings  and  thunders;  withstands  all  the 
powers  of  the  universe,  which  wouW  sever  it  from  the 
cause  of  freedom,  and  religion ;  rc!|>oses  an  unfaltering 
trust  in  God  in  the  darkest  hour^  and  is  ever  ^  ready  to 
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be  ofiered  up'  on  the  altar  of  its  country  or  of  mankind. 
Of  this  moral  greatness,  which  throws  all  other  forms 
of  greatness  into  obscurity,  we  see  not  a  trace  in  Na- 
poleon. Though  clothed  with  the  power  of  a  god,  the 
thought  of  consecrating  himself  to  the  introduction  of 
a  new  and  higher  era,  to  the  exaltation  of  the  charac- 
ter and  condition  of  his  race,  seems  never  to  have 
dawned  on  his  mind.  The  spirit  of  disinterestedness 
and  self-SRcrifice  seems  not  to  have  waged  a  moment's 
war  with  self-will  and  ambition.  His  ruling  passions, 
indeed,  were  singularly  at  variance  with  magnanimity. 
Moral  greatness  has  too  much  simplicity,  is  too  unos- 
tentatious, too  self-subsistent,  and  enters  into  others' 
interests  with  too  much  heartiness,  to  live  an  hour  for 
what  Napoleon  always  lived,  to  make  itself  the  theme, 
and  gaze,  and  wonder  of  a  dazzled  world. — ^Next  to 
moral,  comes  Intellectual  greatness,  or  Genius  in  the 
highest  sense  of  that  word  ;  and  by  this,  we  mean  that 
sublime  capacity  of  thought,  through  which  the  soul, 
smitten  with  the  love  of  the  true  and  the  beautiful,  es- 
says to  comprehend  the  universe,  soars  into  the  heavens, 
penetrates  the  earth,  penetrates  itself,  questions  the 
past,  anticipates  the  future,  traces  out  the  general  and 
all-comprehending  laws  of  nature,  binds  together  by 
innumerable  affinities  and  relations  all  the  objects  of  its 
knowledge,  rises  from  the  finite  and  transient  to  the  in- 
finite and  the  everlasting,  frames  to  itself  from  its  own 
fulness  lovelier  and  sublimer  forms  than  it  beholds,  dis- 
cerns the  harmonies  between  the  world  within  and  the 
world  without  us,  and  finds  in  every  region  of  the  uni- 
verse types  and  interpreters  of  its  own  deep  mysteries 
and  glorious  inspirations.  This  is  the  greatness  which 
belongs  to  philosophers,  and  to  the  master  spirits  in 
poetry  and  the  fine  arts. — Next  comes  the  greatness  of 
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Action;  and  by  this  we  mean  the  suUime  power  of  coa- 
ceiving  bold  and  extensive  plans ;  of  constructing  and 
bringing  to  bear  on  a  mighty  object  a  complicated  ma- 
chinery of  means,  energies,  and  arrangements,  and  of 
accomplishing  great  outward  effects.  To  this  head  be- 
longs the  greatness  of  Bonaparte,  and  that  he  possessed 
it,  we  need  not  prove,  and  none  will  be  hardy  enough  to 
deny.  A  man,  who  raised  himself  from  obscurity  to  a 
throne,  who  changed  the  face  of  the  world,  «vho  made 
himself  felt  through  powerful  and  civilized  nations^  who 
sent  the  terror  of  his  name  across  seas  and  oceans^ 
whose  will  was  pronounced  and  feared  as  destiny,  whose 
donatives  were  crowns,  whose  antechamber  was  throng- 
ed by  submissive  princes,  who  broke  down  the  awfiil 
barrier  of  the  Alps  and  made  them  a  highway,  and 
whose  fame  was  spread  beyond  the  boundaries  of  civili- 
sation to  the  steppes  of  the  Cossack,  and  the  deserts  of 
the  Arab ;  a  man,  who  has  left  this  record  of  himself  in 
history,  has  taken  out  of  our  hands  the  question,  whether 
he  shall  be  called  great.  All  must  concede  to  him  a  sub- 
lime ^power  of  action,  an  energy  equal  to  great  effects. 
We  are  not  disposed,  however,  to  consider  him  as 
preeminent  even  in  this  order  of  greatness.  War  was 
his  chief  sphere.  He  gained  his  ascendency  in  Europe 
by  the  sword.  But  war  is  not  the  field  for  the  highest 
active  talent,  and  Napoleon,  we  suspect,  was  conscious 
of  this  truth.  The  glory  of  being  the  greatest  general 
of  his  age,  would  not  have  satisfied  him.  He  would 
have  scorned  to  take  his  place  by  the  side  of  Marlbor- 
ough or  Turenne.  It  was  as  the  founder  of  an  empire, 
which  threatened  for  a  time  to  comprehend  the  world, 
and  which  demanded  other  talents  besides  that  of  war, 
that  he  challenged  unrivalled  fame.  And  here  we 
question  his  claim.     Here  we  cannot  award  him  su- 
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premacj.  The  project  of  universal  empire,  however 
imposing,  was  not  original.  The  revolutionary  govern- 
ments of  France  had  adopted  it  before ;  nor  can  we  con- 
sider it  as  a  sure  indication  of  greatness,  when  we  remem- 
ber that  the  weak  and  vain  mind  of  Louis  XI V.,  was  lai^e 
enough  to  cherish  it.  The  question  is ;  Did  Napoleon 
bring  to  this  design  the  capacity  of  advancing  it  by  bold 
and  original  conceptions,  adapted  to  an  age  of  civilisa- 
tion, and  of  singular  intellectual  and  moral  excite- 
ment? Did  he  discover  new  foundations  of  power? 
Did  he  frame  new  bonds  of  union  for  subjugated  na- 
tions ?  Did  he  discover,  or  originate,  some  common 
interests  by  which  his  empire  might  be  held  togtther  ? 
Did  he  breathe  a  spirit  which  should  supplant  the  old 
national  attachments,  or  did  he  invent  any  substitutes 
for  those  vulgar  instruments  of  force  and  corruption, 
which  any  and  every  usurper  would  have  used  ?  Nev- 
er in  the  records  of  time,  did  the  world  furnish  such 
materials  to  work  with,  such  means  of  modelling  na- 
tions afresh,  of  building  up  a  new  power,  of  introducing 
a  new  era,  as  did  Europe  at  the  period  of  the  French 
revolution.  Never  was  the  human  mind  so  capable  of 
new  impulses.  And  did  Napoleon  prove  himself  equal 
to  the  condition  of  the  world  ?  Do  we  detect  one  origi- 
nal conception  in  his  means  of  universal  empire  ?  Did 
he  seize  on  the  enthusiasm  of  his  age,  that  powerful 
principle,  more  efficient  than  arms  or  policy,  and  bend  it 
to  his  purpose  ?  What  did  he  do  but  follow  the  beaten 
track  ?  but  apply  force  and  fraud  in  their  very  coarsest 
forms  ?  Napoleon  showed  a  vulgar  mind,  when  he  as- 
sumed self-interest  as  the  sole  spring  of  human  action. 
With  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  bribes  in  the  other,  he 
imagined  himself  absolute  master  of  the  human  mind. 
The  strength  of  moral,  national,  and  domestic  feeling. 
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he  could  not  oomprehend.  The  finest,  and  after  all, 
the  most  powerful  elements  in  human  nature,  hardly 
entered  into  his  conceptions  of  it ;  and  how  then  could 
he  have  established  a  durable  power  over  the  human 
race  ?  We  want  little  more  to  show  his  want  of  origi- 
nality and  comprehensiveness  as  the  founder  of  an  em- 
pire, than  the  simple  fact,  that  he  chose  as  his  chief 
counsellors  Talleyrand  and  Fouch6,  names  which  speak 
for  themselves.  We  may  judge  of  the  greatness  of  the 
master  spirit,  from  the  minds  which  he  found  most  con- 
genial with  his  own.  In  war,  Bonaparte  was  great ; 
for  he  was  bold,  original,  and  creative.  Beyond  the 
camp  he  indeed  showed  talent,  but  not  superior  to  that 
of  other  eminent  men. 

f  There  have  been  two  circumstances,  which  have 
done  much  to  disarm  or  weaken  the  strong  moral  re- 
probation with  which  Bonaparte  ought  to  have  been 
regarded,  and  which  we  deem  worthy  of  notice.  We 
refer  to  the  wrongs  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  suf- 
fered at  St.  Helena,  and  to  the  unworthy  use  which 
the  Allied  Powers  have  made  of  their  triumph  over 
Napoleon.  First,  his  supposed  wrongs  at  St.  Helena 
have  excited  a  sympathy  in  his  behalf,  which  has  thrown 
a  veil  over  his  crimes.  We  are  not  disposed  to  deny, 
that  an  unwarrantable,  because  unnecessary,  severity 
was  exercised  towards  Bonaparte.  We  think  it  not 
very  creditable  to  the  British  government,  that  it  tor- 
tured a  sensitive  captive  by  refusing  him  a  title  which 
he  had  long  worn.  We  think  that  not  only  religion  and 
humanity,  but  self-respect  forbids  us  to  inflict  a  single 
useless  pang  on  a  fallen  foe.  But  we  should  be  weak 
indeed,  if  the  moral  judgments  and  feelings,  with  which 
Napoleon's  career  ought  to  be  reviewed,  should  give 
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place  to  sympathy  with  the  sufferings  by  which  it  was 
closed.  With  regard  to  the  scruples,  which  not  a  few 
have  expressed  as  to  the  right  of  banishing  him  to  St. 
Helena^  we  can  only  say,  that  our  consciences  are  not 
yet  refined  to  such  exquisite  delicacy,  as  to  be  at  all 
sensitive  on  this  particular.  We  admire  nothing  more 
in  Bonaparte,  than  the  effrontery  with  which  he  claim- 
ed protection  from  the  laws  of  nations.  That  a  man, 
who  had  set  these  laws  at  open  defiance,  should  fly 
to  them  for  shelter ;  that  the  oppressor  of  the  world 
should  claim  its  sjonpathy  as  an  oppressed  man,  and 
that  his  claim  should  find  advocates ;  these  things  are 
to  be  set  down  among  the  extraordinary  events  of 
this  extraordinary  age.  Truly,  the  human  race  is  in 
a  pitiable  state.  It  may  be  trampled  on,  spoiled,  load- 
ed like  a  beast  of  burden,  made  the  prey  of  rapacity, 
insolence,  and  the  sword  ;  but  it  must  not  touch  a  hair, 
or  disturb  the  pillow  of  one  of  its  oppressors,  unless  it 
can  find  chapter  and  verse  in  the  code  of  national  law, 
to  authorise  its  rudeness  towards  the  privileged  offen- 
der. For  ourselves,  we  should  rejoice  to  see  every  ty- 
rant, whether  a  usurper  or  hereditary  prince,  fastened 
to  a  lonely  rock  in  the  ocean.  Whoever  gives  clear, 
undoubted  proof,  that  he  is  prepared  and  sternly  resol- 
ved to  make  the  earth  a  slaughterhouse,  and  to  crush 
every  will  adverse  to  his  own,  ought  to  be  caged  like  a 
vnld  beast ;  and  to  require  mankind  to  proceed  against 
him  according  to  written  laws  and  precedents,  as  if  he 
were  a  private  citizen  in  a  quiet  court  of  justice,  is  just 
as  rational  as  to  require  a  man,  in  eminent  peril  from 
an  assassin,  to  wait  and  prosecute  his  murderer  accord- 
ing to  the  most  protracted  forms  of  law.  There  are 
great  solemn  rights  of  nature,  which  precede  laws,  and 
on  which  law  is  founded.  There  are  great  exigences 
11 
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in  human  affairs,  which  speak  for  themselves,  and  need 
no  precedent  to  teach  the  right  path.  There  are  awful 
periods  in  the  history  of  our  race,  which  do  not  belong 
to  its  ordinary  state,  and  which  are  not  to  be  governed 
and  judged  by  ordinary  rules.  Such  a  period  was  that, 
when  Bonaparte,  by  infraction  of  solemn  engagements, 
had  thrown  himself  into  France,  and  convulsed  all  Eu- 
rope ;  and  they,  who  confound  this  with  the  ordinary 
events  of  history,  and  see  in  Bonaparte  but  an  ordinary 
foe  to  the  peace  and  independence  of  nations,  have  cer- 
tainly very  different  intellects  from  our  own. 

We  confess,  too,  that  we  are  not  only  unable  to  see 
the  wrong  done  to  Napoleon  in  sending  him  to  St.  Hel- 
ena, but  that  we  cannot  muster  up  much  sympathy  for 
the  inconveniences  and  privations  which  he  endured 
there.  Our  sympathies  in  this  particular  are  wayward 
and  untractable*  When  we  would  carry  them  to  that 
solitary  island,  and  fasten  them  on  the  illustrious  vic- 
tim of  British  cruelty,  they  will  not  tarry  there,  but 
take  their  flight  across  the  Mediterranean  to  Jaffa,  and 
across  the  Atlantic  to  the  platform  where  the  Duke 
d'Enghien  was  shot,  to  the  prison  of  Toussaint,  and  to 
fields  of  battle  where  thousands  at  his  bidding  lay  wel- 
tering in  blood.  When  we  strive  to  fix  our  thoughts  up- 
on the  sufferings  of  the  injured  hero,  other  and  more  ter- 
rible sufferings,  of  which  he  was  the  cause,  rush  upon  us ; 
and  his  complaints,  however  loud  and  angry,  are  drown- 
ed by  groans  and  execrations,  which  fill  our  ears  from 
every  region  which  he  traversed.  We  have  no  tears  i<» 
spare  for  fallen  greatness,  when  that  greatness  was 
founded  in  crime,  and  reared  by  force  and  perfidy.  We 
reserve  them  for  those  on  whose  ruin  it  rose.  We  keep 
our  sympathies  for  our  race,  for  human  nature  in  its 
humbler  forms,  for  the  impoverished  peasant,  the  wid- 
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owed  mother,  the  violated  virgin ;  and  are  even  per- 
verse enough  to  rejoice,  that  the  ocean  has  a  prison- 
house,  where  the  author  of  those  miseries  may  be  safe- 
ly lodged.  Bonaparte's  history  is  to  us  too  solemn,  the 
wrongs  for  which  humanity  and  freedom  arraign  him, 
are  too  flagrant,  to  allow  us  to  play  the  part  of  sentimen- 
talists aroimd  his  grave  at  St.  Helena.  We  leave  this 
to  the  more  refined  age  in  which  we  live ;  and  we  do 
so  in  the  hope  that  an  age  is  coming  of  less  tender 
mould,  but  of  loftier,  sterner  feeling,  and  of  deeper 
sympathy  with  the  whole  human  race.  Should  our 
humble  page  then  live,  we  trust  with  an  undoubting 
faith,  that  the  uncompromising  indignation  with  which 
we  plead  the  cause  of  our  oppressed  and  insullied  'ma- 
ture, will  not  be  set  down  to  the  account  of  vindictive- 
ness  and  hardness  of  heart.  ^ 

We  observed  that  the  moral  indignation  of  many  to- 
wards Bonaparte  had  been  impaired  or  turned  away, 
not  only  by  his  supposed  wrongs,  but  by  the  unworthy 
use  which  his  conquerors  made  of  their  triumph.  We 
are  told,  that  bad  as  was  his  despotism,  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance is  a  worse  one ;  and  that  Napoleon  was  less  a 
scourge,  than  the  present  coalition  of  the  continental 
monarchs,  framed  for  the  systematic  suppression  of 
freedom.  By  such  reasoning,  his  crimes  are  clodded, 
and  his  fall  made  a  theme  of  lamentation.  It  is  not 
one  of  the  smallest  errors  and  sins  of  the  Allied  Sove- 
reigns, that  they  have  contrived,  by  their  base  policy, 
to  turn  the  resentments  and  moral  displeasure  of  men 
from  the  usurper  upon  themselves.  For  these  sove- 
reigns we  have  no  defence  to  offer.  We  yield  to  none 
in  detestation  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  profanely  so  called. 
To  us  its  doctrines  are  as  false  and  pestilent,  as  any 
broached  by  Jacobinism.     The  Allied  Monarchs  are  ad- 
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ding  to  the  other  wrongs  of  despots^  that  of  flagrant 
ingratitude ;  of  ingratitude  to  the  generous  and  br^ve 
nations,  to  whom  they  owe  their  thrones,  whose  spirit 
of  independence  and  patriotism,  and  whose  hatred  of 
the  oppressor,  contributed  more  than  standing  armies, 
to  raise  up  the  fallen,  and  to  strengthen  the  falling  mon* 
archies  of  Europe.  Be  it  never  forgotten  in.  the  records 
of  despotism,  let  history  record  it  on  her  most  durable 
tablet,  that  the  first  use  made  by  the  principal  conti- 
nental sovereigns  of  their  regained  or  confirmed  power, 
was,  to  conspire  against  the  hopes  and  rights  of  the 
nations  by  whom  they  had  been  saved  ;  to  combine  the 
military  power  of  Europe  against  free  institutions, 
against  the  press,  against  the  spirit  of  liberty  and  patri- 
otism which  had  sprung  up  in  the  glorious  struggle  with 
Napoleon,  against  the  right  of  the  people  to  exert  an 
influence  on  the  governments  by  which  their  dearest 
interests  were  to  be  controlled*  Never  be  it  forgotten, 
tliat  such  was  the  honor  of  sovereigns,  such  their  requi- 
tal for  the  blood  which  had  been  shed*  freely  in  their 
defence.  Freedom  and  humanity  send  up  a  solemn,  and 
prevailing  cry  against  them,  to  that  tribunal,  where  kings 
and  subjects  are  soon  to  stand  as  equals. 

But  still  we  should  be  strangely  blind,  if  we  were 
not  to  feel  that  the  fall  of  Napoleon  was  a  blessing  to 
the  world.  Who  can  look,  for  example,  at  France,  and 
not  see  there  a  degree  of  freedom  which  could  never 
have  grown  up  under  the  terrible  frown  of  the  usurper  ? 
True,  Bonaparte's  life,  though  it  seemed  a  charmed  one, 
must  at  length  have  ended  ;  and  we  are  told  that  then 
his  eifipire  would  have  been  broken,  and  that  the  gene- 
ral crash,  by  some  inexplicable  process,  would  have  giv- 
en birth  to  a  more  extensive  and  durable  liberty  than 
can  now  be  hoped.     But  such  anticipations  seem  to  us 
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to  be  built  on  a  strange  inattention  to  the  nature  and 
inevitable  c(»isequences  of  Napoleon's  power.  It  was 
wholly  a  military  power.  He  was  literally  turning 
£urope  into  a  camp,  and  drawing  its  best  talent  into 
one  occupation,  war.  Thus  £urq>e  was  retracing  its 
steps  to  those  ages  of  calamity  and  darkness,  when  the 
only  law  was  the  sword.  The  progress  of  centuries, 
which  had  consisted  chiefly  in  the  substitution  of  intel- 
ligence, public  opinion,  and  other  mild  and  rational  in- 
fluences, for  brutal  force,  was  to  be  rerersed.  At  Bo- 
naparte's death,  his  empire  must,  indeed,  have  been 
dissolved ;  but  military  chiefs,  like  Alexander's  lieuten- 
ants, would  have  divided  it.  The  sword  alone  would 
have  shaped  its  future  communities ;  and  after  years  of 
desolation  and  bloodshed,  Europe  would  have  found, 
not  repose,  but*,  respite,  an  armed  truce,  under  warriors, 
whose  only  title  to  empire  would  have  been  their  own 
good  blades,  and  the  weight  of  whose  thrones  would 
have  been  upheld  by  military  force  alone.  Amidst  such 
convulsions,  during  which  the  press  would  have  been 
everywhere  fettered,  and  the  military  spirit  would  have 
triumphed  over  and  swallowed  up  the  spirit  and  glory  of 
letters  and  liberal  arts,  we  greatly  fear,  that  the  human 
intellect  would  have  lost  its  present  impulse,  its  thirst 
for  progress,  and  would  have  fallen  back  towards  barba- 
rism. Let  not  the  friends  of  freedom  bring  dishonor  on 
themselves  or  desert  their  cause,  by  instituting  compar- 
isons between  Napoleon  and  legitimate  sovereigns, 
which  may  be  construed  into  eulogies  on  the  former. 
For  ourselves,  we  have  no  sympathy  with  tjTanny, 
whether  it  bear  the  name  of  usurpation  or  legitimacy. 
We  are  not  pleading  the  cause  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns. 
In  our  judgment,  they  have  contracted  the  very  guilt 
against  which  they  have  pretended  to  cotnbine.     In  our 
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apprehension,  a  conspiracy  against  the  rights  of  the 
human  race,  is  as  foul  a  crime  as  rebellion  against  the 
rights  of  sovereigns ;  nor  is  there  less  of  treason  in  war- 
ring against  public  freedom,  than  in  assailing  royal  pow- 
er. Still  we  are  bound  in  truth  to  confess,  that  the 
Allied  Sovereigns  are  not  to  be  ranked  with  Bonaparte, 
whose  design  against  the  independence  of  nations  and 
the  liberties  of  the  world,  in  this  age  of  civilisation, 
liberal  thinking,  and  christian  knowledge,  is  in  our  esti- 
mation the  most  nefarious  enterprise  recorded  in  history. 

The  series  of  events,  which  it  has  been  our  province 
to  review,  offers  subjects  of  profound  thought  and  sol- 
emn instruction  to  the  moralist  and  politician.  We* 
have  retraced  it  with  many  painful  feelings.  It  shows  us 
a  great  people,  who  had  caught  some  indistinct  glimp- 
ses of  freedom,  and  of  a  nobler  and  a  happier  political 
constitution,  betrayed  by  their  leaders,  and  brought  back, 
by  a  military  despot,  to  heavier  chains  than  they  had 
broken.  We  see  with  indignation  one  man,  a  man  like 
ourselves,  subjecting  whole  nations  to  his  absolute  rule. 
It  is  this  wrong  and  insult  to  our  race  which  has  chiefly 
moved  us.  Had  a  storm  of  God's  ordination,  passed 
over  Europe,  prostrating  its  capitals,  sweeping  off  its 
villages,  burying  millions  in  ruins,  we  should  have  wept, 
we  should  have  trembled.  But  in  this  there  would  have 
been  only  wretchedness.  Now  we  also  ^ee  debasement. 
To  us  there  is  something  radically,  and  increasingly 
shocking,  in  the  thought  of  one  man's  will  becoming  a 
law  to  his  race ;  in  the  thought  of  multitudes,  of  vast 
communities,  surrendering  conscience,  intellect,  their 
affections,  their  rights,  their  interests  to  the  stem  man- 
date of  a  fellow  creature.  When  we  see  one  word  of 
a  frail  man  on  the  throne  of  France,  tearing  a  hundred 
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thousand  sons  from  their  homes,  breaking  asunder  the 
sapred  ties  of  domestic  life,  sentencing  myriads  of  the 
young  to  make  murder  their  calling  and  rapacity  theur 
means  of  support,  and  extorting  from  nations  their  treas- 
ures to  extend  this  ruinous  sway,  we  are  ready  to  ask 
ourselves.  Is  not  this  a  dream  ?  And  when  the  sad  re- 
ality comes  home  to  us,  we  blush  for  a  race  which  can 
stoop  to  such  an  abject  lot.  At  length,  indeed,  we  see 
the  tyrant '  humbled,  stripped  of  power ;  but  stripped 
by  those  who,  in  the  main,  are  not  unwilling  to  play  the 
despot  on  a  narrower  scale,  and  to  break  down  the  spirit 
of  nations  under  the  same  iron  sway. 

How  is  it,  that  tyranny  has  thus  triumphed  ?  that 
the  hopes  with  which  we  greeted  the  French  revolu- 
tion have  been  crushed?  that  a  usurper  plucked  up 
the  last  roots  of  the  tree  of  liberty,  and  planted  despo- 
tism in  its  place  ?  The  chief  cause  is  not  far  to  §eek, 
nor  can  it  be  too  often  urged  on  the  friends  of  freedom* 
France  failed  through  the  want^  of  that  moral  prepara- 
tion for  liberty,  without  which  the  blessing  cannot  be 
secured.  She  was  not  ripe  for  the  good  she  sought. 
She  was  too  corrupt  for  freedom.  France  had  indeed 
to  contend  with  great  political  ignorance  ;  but  had  not 
ignorance  been  reenforced  by  deep  moral  defect,  she 
might  have  won  her  way  to  free  institutions.  Her  char- 
acter forbade  her  to  be  free  ;  and  it  now  seems  strange 
that  we  could  ever  have  expected  her  to  secure  this 
boon.  How  could  we  believe,  that  a  liberty,  of  which 
that  heartless  scoffer,  Voltaire,  was  a  chief  apostle,  could 
have  triumphed  ?  Most  of  the  preachers  of  French  lib- 
erty had  thrown  off  all  the  convictions  which  ennoble 
the  mind.  Man's  connexion  with  God  they  broke,  for 
they  declared  that  there  was  no  God  in  whom  to  trust 
in  the  great  struggle  for  liberty.     Human  immortality, 
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that  truth  which  is  the  seed  of  all  greatness,  they  de- 
rided. To  their  philosophy,  man  was  a  creature  of 
chance,  a  compound  of  matter,  an  ephemeron,  a  worm, 
who  was  soon  to  rot  and  perish  forever.  What  insanity 
was  it  to  expect,  that  such  men  were  to  work  out  the 
emancipation  of  their  race !  that  in  such  hands  the  hopes 
and  dearest  rights  of  humanity  were  secure  !  Liberty 
was  tainted  by  their  touch,  polluted  by  their  breath,  and 
yet  we  trusted  that  it  was  to  rise  in  health  and  glory 
from  their  embrace.  We  looked  to  men,  who  openly 
founded  morality  on  private  interest,  for  the  sacrifices, 
the  devotion,  the  heroic  virtue,  which  Freedom  always 
demands  from  her  assertors. 

The  great  cause  of  the  discomfiture  of  the  late  Eu- 
ropean struggle  for  liberty,  is  easily  understood  by  an 
American,  who  recurs  to  the  history  of  his  own  revolu- 
tion. This  issued  prosperously,  because  it  was  begun 
and  was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  private  and 
public  virtue.  Our  libeTjty  did  not  come  to  us  by  acci- 
dent, nor  was  it  the  gift  of  a  few  leaders ;  but  its  seeds 
were  sown  plentifully  in  the  minds  of  the  whole  people. 
It  was  rooted  in  the  conscience  and  reason  of  the  na- 
tion. It  was  the  growth  of  deliberate  convictions  and 
generous  principles  liberally  diffused.  We  had  no  Paris, 
no  metropolis,  which  a  few  leaders  swayed,  and  which 
sent  forth  its  influences,  like  *  a  mighty  heart,'  through 
dependent  and  subservient  provinces.  The  country 
was  all  heart.  The  living  principle  pervaded  the  com- 
munity, and  every  village  added  strength  to  the  solemn 
purpose  of  being  free.  We  have  here  an  explanation 
of  a  striking  fact  in  the  history  of  our  revolution  ;  we 
mean  the  want  or.  absence  of  that  description  of  great 
men,  whom  we  meet  in  other  countries ;  men,  who,  by 
their  distinct  and  single  agency,  and  by  their  splendid 
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deeds,  determine  a  nation's  fate.  There  was  too  much 
greatness  in  the  American  people,  to  admit  this  over-* 
shadowing  greatness  of  leaders.  Accordingly  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  no  liberator,  no  political  saviour.  Wash-^ 
ington  indeed  conferred  on  us  great  blessings.  But 
Washington  was  not  a  hero,  in  the  common  sense  of 
that  word.  We  never  spoke  of  him  as  the  French 
did  of  Bonaparte,  never  talked  of  his  eagle-eyed,  irre- 
sistible genius,  as  if  this  were  to  work  out  ^ur  safety. 
We  never  lost  our  self-respect.  We  felt  that,  under 
God,  we  were  to  be  free  through  our  own  courage,  en- 
ergy, and  wisdom,  under  the  animating  and  guiding  in- 
fluences of  this  great  and  good  mind.  Washington  serv- 
ed us  chiefly  by  his  sublime  moral  qualities. — To  him 
belonged  the  proud  distinction  of  being  the  leader  in  a 
revolution,  without  awakening  one  doubt  or  solicitude 
as  to  the  spotless  purity  of  his  purpose.  His  was  the 
glory  of  being  the  brightest  manifestation  of  the  spirit 
which  reigned  in  his  country  ;  and  in  this  way  he  be- 
came a  source  of  energy,  a  bond  of  union,  the  centre  of 
an  enlightened  people's  confidence.  In  such  a  revolu- 
tion as  that  of  France,  Washington  would  have  been 
nothing ;  for  that  sympathy,  which  subsisted  between 
him  and  his  fellow  citizens,  and  which  was  the  secret 
of  his  power,  would  have  been  wanting.  By  an  in- 
stinct which  is  unerring,  we  call  Washington,  with 
grateful  reverence,  the  Father  of  his  country,  but  not 
its  Saviour.  A  people,  which  wants  a  saviour,  which 
does  not  possess  an  earnest  and  pledge  of  freedom  in  its 
own  heart,  is  not  yet  ready  to  be  free. 

A  great  question  here  offers  itself,  at  which  we  can 
only  glance.  If  a  moral  preparation  is  required  for 
freedom,  how,  it  is  asked,  can  Europe  ever  be  free  ? 
How,  under  the  despotisms  which  now  crush  the  conti- 
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nent,  can  nations  grow  ripe  for  liberty  ?  Is  it  to  be 
hoped)  that  men  will  learn,  in  the  school  of  slavery, 
the  spirit  and  virtues,  which,  we  are  told,  can  alone 
work  out  their  deliverance  ?  In  the  absolute  govern- 
ments of  Europe,  the  very  instruments  of  forming  an 
enlightened  and  generous  love  of  freedom,  are  bent  into 
the  service  of  tyranny.  The  press  is  an  echo  of  the 
servile  doctrines  of  the  court.  The  schools  and  semi- 
naries of  education .  are  employed  to  taint  the  young 
mind  with  the  maxims  of  despotism.  Even  Christianity 
is  turned  into  a  preacher  of  legitimacy,  and  its  temples 
are  desecrated  by  the  abject  teaching  of  unconditional 
submission.  How  then  is  the  spirit  of  a  wise  and  moral 
freedom  to  be  generated  and  diffused  ?  We  have  stated 
the  difficulty  in  its  full  force  ;  for  nothing  is  gained  by 
winkuig  out  of  sight  the  tremendous  obstacles,  widi 
which  liberal  principles  and  institutions  must  contend. 
We  have  not  time  at  present  to  answer  the  great  ques- 
tion now  proposed.  We  will  only  say,  that  we  do  not 
despair  ;  and  we  will  briefly  suggest  what  seems  to  us 
the  chief  expedient,  by  which  the  cause  of  freedom,  ob- 
structed as  it  is,  must  now  be  advanced.  In  despotic 
countries,  those  men  whom  God  has  inspired  with  lofty 
sentiments  and  a  thirst  for  freedom,  (and  such  are  spread 
through  all  Europe,)  must,  in  their  individual  capacity, 
communicate  themselves  to  individual  minds.  The 
cause  of  liberty  on  the  continent  cannot  now  be  for- 
warded by  the  action  of  men  in  masses.  But  in  every 
country  there  are  those  who  feel  their  degradation  and 
their  wrongs,  who  abhor  tyranny  as  the  chief  obstruc- 
tion of  the  progress  of  nations,  and  who  are  willing  and 
prepared  to  suffer  for  liberty.  Let  such  men  spread 
around  them  their  own  spirit,  by  every  <^hannel  which 
a  jealous  despotism  has  not  closed.     Let  them  give  ut- 
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teranee  to  sentiments  of  magnanimity  in  private  confer- 
ence, and  still  more  by  the  press ;  for  there  are  modes 
of  clothing  and  expressing  kindling  truths,  which,  it  is 
presumed,  no  censorship  would  dare  to  proscribe.  Let 
them  especially  teach  that  great  truth,  which  is  the 
seminal  principle  of  a  virtuous  freedom,  and  the  Very 
foundation  of  morals  and  religion ;  we  mean,  the  doc- 
trine, that  conscience,  the  voice  of  God  in  every  heart, 
is  to  be  listened  to  above  all  other  guides  and  lords ; 
that  there  is  a  sovereign  within  us,  clothed  with  more 
awful  powers  and  rights  than  any  outward  king;  and 
that  he  alone  is  worthy  the  name  of  a  man,  who  gives 
himself  up  solemnly,  deliberately,  to  obey  this  interna] 
guide  through  peril  and  in  death.  This  is  the  spirit  of 
freedom ;  for  no  man  is  wholly  and  immutably  free  but 
he  who  has  broken  every  outward  yoke,  that  he  may 
obey  his  own  deliberate  conscience.  This  is  the  lesson 
to  be  taught  alike  in  republics  and  despotisms.  As  yet 
it  has  but  dawned  on  the  world.  Its  full  application 
remains  to  be  developed.  They  who  have  been  baptiz- 
ed, by  a  true  experience,  into  this  vital  and  all-compre- 
hending truth,  must  everywhere  be  its  propagators  ;  and 
he  who  makes  one  convert  of  it  near  a  despot's  thronet, 
has  broken  one  link  of  that  despot's  chain.  It  is  chief- 
ly in  the  diiSusion  of  this  loftiness  of  moral  sentiment, 
that  we  place  our  hope  of  freedom ;  and  we  have  a  hope, 
because  we  know  that  there  are  those  who  have  drunk 
into  this  truth,  and  are  ready,  when  God  calls,  to  be  its 
martyrs.  We  do  not  despair,  for  there  is  a  contagion, 
we  would  rather  say,  a  divine  power,  in  sublime  moral 
principle.  This  is  our  chief  trust.  We  have  less  and 
less  hope  from  force  and  bloodshed,  as  the  instruments  of 
working  out  man's  redemption  from  slavery.  History 
shows  us  not  a  few  princes,  who  have  g^ned  or  strength- 
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ened  thrones  by  assassination  or  war.  But  freedom, 
whicti  is  another  name  for  justice,  honor,  and  benevo- 
lence, scorns  to  use  the  private  dagger,  and  wields  with 
trembling  the  public  sword.  The  true  conspiracy  be- 
fore which  tyranny  is  to  fall,  is  that  of  virtuous,  eleva- 
ted minds,  which  shall  consecrate  themselves  to  the 
work  of  awakening  in  men  a  consciousness  of  the  rights, 
powers^  purposes,  and  greatness  of  human  nature ;  which 
shall  oppose  to  force,  the  heroism  of  intellect  and  con- 
science, and  the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice.  We  believe 
that,  at  this  moment,  there  are  virtue  and  wisdom 
enough  to  shake  despotic  thrones,  were  they  as  confid- 
ing as  they  should  be,  in  God  and  in  their  own  might, 
and  were  they  to  pour  themselves  through  every  channel 
into  the  public  mind. 

We  close  our  present  labors,  with  commending  to  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God  the  cause  of  human  freedom 
and  improvement.  We  adore  the  wisdom  and  goodness 
of  his  providence,  which  has  ordained,  that  liberty  shall 
be  wrought  out  by  the  magnanimity,  courage,  and  sac- 
rifices of  men.  We  bless  him  for  the  glorious  efforts 
which  this  cause  has  already  called  forth ;  for  the  in- 
trepid defenders  who  have  gathered  round  it,  and  whose 
fame  is  a  most  precious  legacy  of  past  ages  ;  for  the  toils 
and  sufferings  by  which  it  has  been  upheld ;  for  the 
awakening  and  thrilling  voice  which  comes  to  us  from 
the.dungeon  and  scaffold,  where  the  martyrs  of  liberty 
have  pined  or  bled.  We  bless  him,  that  even  tyranny 
has  been  ovefruled  for  good,  by  exciting  a  resistance, 
which  has  revealed  to  us  the  strength  of  virtuous  prin- 
ciple in  the  human  soul.  We  beseech  this  Great  and 
Good  Parent,  from  whom  all  pure  influences  proceed, 
to  enkindle,  by  his  quickening  breath,  an  unquenchable 
love  of  virtue  and  freedom  in  those  favored  men,  whom 
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he  hath  enriched  and  signalized  by  eminent  gifts  and 
powers,  that  they  may  fulfil  the  high  function  of  inspir- 
mg  their  fellow  beings  with  a  consciousness  of  the  birth- 
right and  destination  of  human  nature.  Wearied  with 
violence  and  blood,  we  beseech  him  to  subvert  oppres- 
sive governments,  by  the  gentle,  yet  awful,  power  of 
truth  and  virtue ;  by  the  teachings  of  uncorrupted  Chris- 
tianity ;  by  the  sovereignty  of  enlightened  opinion ;  by 
the  triumph  of  sentiments  of  magnanimity ;  by  mild, 
rational,  and  purifying  influences,  which  will  raise  the 
spirit  of  the  enslaved,  and  which  sovereigns  will  be 
unable  to  withstand.  For  this  peaceful  revolution  we 
earnestly  pray.  If,  however^  af*ter  long,  forbearing,  and 
unavailing  applications  to  justice  and  hiunanity,.  the 
friends  of  freedom  should  be  summoned,  by  the  voice  of 
God  within,  and  by  his  providence  abroad,  to  vindicate 
their  rights  with  other  arms,  to  do  a  sterner  work,  to 
repel  despotic  force  by  force,  may  they  not  forget,  even 
in  this  hour  of  provocation,  the  spirit  which  their  high 
calling  demands.  Let  them  take  the  sword  with  awe, 
as  those  on  whom  a  holy  function  is  devolved.  Let 
them  regard  theniselves  as  ministers  and  delegates  of 
Him,  whose  dearest  attribute  is  Mercy.  Let  them  not 
stain  their  sacred  cause  by  one  cruel  deed,  by  the  in- 
fliction of  one  needless  pang,  by  shedding  without  cause 
one  drop  of  human  blood. 

12 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


e 


NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE. 


PART  IL 


In  a  former  number  of  our  work,*  we  reviewed  the 
life  and  character  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  We  resume 
the  subject,  not  for  the  purpose  of  speaking  more  large- 
ly of  the  individual,  but  that  we  may  consider  more  dis- 
tinctly thePrincipIe  of  Action  which  governed  him,  and 
of  which  he  was  a  remarkable  manifestation. 

Power  was  the  idol  to  which  Bonaparte  sacrificed 
himself.  To  gain  supremacy  and  unlimited  sway,  to 
subject  men  to  his  will,  was  his  chief,  settled,  unrelent- 
ing purpose.  This  passion  drew  and  converted  into  it- 
self the  whole  energy  of  his  nature.  The  love  of  p<fw- 
er,  that  common  principle,  explains,  in  a  great  degree, 
his  character  and  life.  His  crimes  did  not  spring  from 
any  impulse  peculiar  to  himself.  With  all  his  contempt 
of  the  human  race,  he  still  belonged  to  it.  It  is  true 
both  of  the  brightest  virtues  and  the  blackest  vices, 
though  they  seem  to  set  apart  their  possessors  from  the 
rest  of  mankind,  that  the  seeds  of  them  are  sown  in 
every  human  breast.  The  man,  who  attracts  and  awes 
us  by  his  intellectual  and  moral  grandeur,  is  only  an  ex- 
•Christiaii  Examiner,  Vol.  FV.  No.  V. 
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ample  and  anticipation  of  the  improvements,  for  which 
every  mind  was  endowed  with  reason  and  conscience  ; 
and  the  worst  man*  has  become  such  by  the  perversion 
and  excess  of  desires  and  appetites  which  he  shares 
with  his  whole  race.  Napoleon  had  no  element  of 
character  which  others  do  not  possess.  It  was  his  mis- 
ery and  guilt  that  he  was  usurped  and  absorbed  by  one 
passion  ;  that  his  whole  mind  shot  up  into  one  growth  ; 
that  his  singular  strength  of  thought  and  will,  which,  if 
consecrated  to  virtue,  would  have  enrolled  him  among 
the  benefactors  of  mankind,  was  enslaved  by  one  lust. 
He  is  not  to  be  gazed  on  as  a  miracle.  He  was  a  mani- 
festation of  our  own  nature.  He  teaches  on  a  large 
scale  what  thousands  teach  on  a  narrow  one.  He  shows 
us  the  greatness  of  the  ruin  which  is  wrought,  when 
the  order  of  the  mind  is  subverted,  conscience  dethron- 
ed, and  a  strong  passion  left  without  restraint  to  turn 
every  inward  and  outward  resource  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  selfish  purpose. 

The  influence  of  the  Love  of  Power  on  human  affairs 
is  so  constant,  unbounded,  and  tremendous,  that  we 
think  this  principle  of  our  nature  worthy  of  distinct  con- 
sideration, and  shall  devote  to  it  a  few  pages,  as  a  fit 
sefuel  to  our  notice  of  Bonaparte. 

The  passion  for  power  is  one  of  the  most  universal ; 
nor  is  it  to  be  regarded  as  a  crime  in  all  its  forms. 
Sweeping  censures  on  a  natural  sentiment  cast  blame 
on  the  Creator.  This  principle  shows  itself  in  the  very 
dawn  of  our  existence.  The  child  never  exults  and  re- 
joices more,  than  when  it  becomes  conscious  of  power  by 
overcoming  difficulties,  or  compassing  new  ends.  All 
our  desires  and  appetites  lend  aid  and  energy  to  this  pas- 
sion, for  all  find  increase  of  gratification,  in  proportion  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


137 

the  growth  of  our  strength  and  influence.  We  ought 
to  add,  that  this  principle  is  fed  from  nobler  sources. 
Power  is  a  chief  element  of  all  the  commanding  quali- 
ties of  our  nature.  It  enters  into  all  the  higher  virtues; 
such  as  magnanimity,  fortitude,  constancy.  It  enters 
into  intellectual  eminence.  It  is  power  of  thought  and 
utterance  which  immortalizes  the  products  of  genius. 
Is  it  strange  that  an  attribute,  through  which  all  our 
passions  reach  theif  objects,  and  which  characterizes 
whatever  is  great  or  admirable  in  man,  should  awaken 
intense  desire,  and  be  sought  as  one  of  the  chief  goods 
oflife? 

•  This  principle,  we  have  said,  is  not  in  all  its  forms  a 
crime.  There  are  indeed  various  kinds  of  power,  which 
it  is  our  duty  to  covet,  accumulate,  and  hold  fast. 
First,  there  is  Inward  power,  the  most  precious  of  all 
possessions  ;  power  over  ourselves  ;  power  to  withstand 
trial,  to  bear  suffering,  to  front  danger ;  power  over 
pleasure  and  pain ;  power  to  follow  our  convictions, 
however  resisted  by  menace  or  scorn ;  the  power  of 
calm  reliance  in  seasons  of  darkness  and  storms.  Again, 
there  is  a  power  over  Outward  things ;  the  power  by 
which  the  mind  triumphs  over  matter,  presses  into  its 
service  the  subtilestand  strongest  elements,  makes  the 
winds,  fire,  and  steam  its  ministers,  rears  the  city, 
opens  a  path  through  the  ocean,  and  makes  the  wilder- 
ness blossom  as  the  rose.  These  forms  of  power,  espe- 
cially the  first,  are  glorious  distinctions  of  our  race,  nor 
can  we  prize  them  too  highly. 

There  is  another  power,  which  is  our  principal  con- 
cern in  the  present  discussion.  We  mean  power  over 
our  fellow  creatures.  It  is  this  which  ambition  chiefly 
covets,  and  which  has  instigated  to  more  crime,  and 
spread  more  misery  than  any  other  cause.  We  are  not 
12* 
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however  to  condemn  eren  this  universally.  There  is  a 
truly  noble  sway  of  mai|  over  man  ;  one,  whieh  it  is  oor 
honor  to  se^k  and  exert ;  which  is  earned  by  well  doing; 
which  is  a  chief  recompense  of  virtue,  ^e  refer  to 
the  quickening  influence  of  a  good  and  great  mind  over 
other  minds,  by  which  it  brings  them  into  sympathy 
with  itself.  Far  from  condemning  this,  we  arc  anxious 
to  hold  it  forth  as  the  purest  glory  which  virtuous  am- 
bition can  propose.  The  power  of.awakening,  enlight- 
ening, elevating  our  fellow  creatures,  may,  with  pecu- 
liar fitness,  be  called  divine ;  for  there  is  no  agency  of 
God  so  beneficent  and  sublime  as  that  which  he  exerts 
bn  rational  natures,  and  by  which  he  assimilates  them 
to  himself.  This  sway  over  other  souls  is  the  surest 
test  of  greatness.  We  admire,  indeed,  the  energy  whidi 
subdues  the  material  creation,  or  developes  the  physical 
resources  of  a  state.  But  it  is  a  nobler  might  which 
calls  forth  the  intellectual  and  moral  resources  of  a 
people,  which  communicates  new  impulses  to  society, 
throws  into  circulation  new  and  stirring  thoughts,  gives 
the  mind  a  new  consciousness  of  its  faculties,  and  rouses 
and  fortifies  the  will  to  an  unconquerable  purpose  of 
well  doing.  This  spiritual  power  is  worth  all  other. 
To  improve  man's  outward  condition  is  a  secondary 
agency,  and  is  chiefly  important  as  it  gives  the  means 
of  inward  growth.  The  most  glorious  minister  of  God 
on  earth,  is  he  who  speaks  with  a  life-giving  energy  to 
other  minds,  breathmg  into  them  the  love  of  truth  and 
virtue,  strengthening  them  to  suffer  in  a  good  cause,  and 
lifting  them  above  the  senses  and  the  wo^ld. 

We  know  not  a  more  exhilarating  thought,  than  that 
this  power  is  given  to  men ;  that  we  can  not  only 
change  the  face  of  the  outward  world,  and  by  virtuous 
discipline  improve  ourselves,  but  that  we  may  become 
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springs  of  life  and  light  to  our  fellow  beings.  We  are 
thus  admittecl  to  a  fellowship  with  Jesus  Christ,  whose 
highest  end  was,  that  he  might  act  with  a  new  and  ce- 
lestial energy  on  the  human  mind.  We  rejoice  to  think, 
that  he  did  not  come  to  monopolize  this  divine  sway,  to 
enjoy  a  solitary  ,grandeur,  but  to  receive  others,  even 
all  who  should  obey  his  religion,  into  the  partnership  of 
this  honor  and  happiness.  Every  Christian,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  progress,  acquires  a  measure  of  this  divine 
agency.  In  the  humblest  conditions,  a  power  goes  forth 
irom  a  devout  and  disinterested  spirit,  calling  forth  si- 
lently moral  and  religious  sentiment,  perhaps  in  a  child, 
or  some  other  friend,  and  teaching,  without  the  aid  of 
words,  the  loveliness  and  peace  of  sincere  and  single- 
hearted  virtue.  In  the  more  enlightened  classes,  indi- 
viduals now  and  then  rise  up,  who,  through  a  singular 
force  and  elevation  of  soul,  obtain  a  sway,  over  men's 
minds  to  which  no  limit  can  be  prescribed.  They 
speak  with  a  voice  which  is  heard  by  distant  nations, 
and  which  goes  down  to  future  ages.  Their  names  are 
repeated  with  veneration  by  millions  ;  and  millions  read 
in  their  lives  and  writings  a  quickening  testimony  to 
the  greatness  of  the  mind,  to  its  moral  strength,  to  the 
reality  of  disinterested  virtue.  These  are  the  true  sov- 
ereigns of  the  earth.  They  share  in  the  royalty  of  Jesus 
Christ.  They  have  a  greatness  which  will  be  more 
and  more  felt.  The  time  is  coming,  its  signs  are  visi- 
ble, when  this  long  mistaken  attribute  of  greatness,  will 
be  seen  to  belong  eminently,  if  not  exclusively,  to  those, 
who,  by  their  characters,  deeds,  sufferings,  writings, 
leave  imperishable  and  ennobling  traces  of  themselves 
on  the  human  mind.  Among  these  legitimate  sovereigns 
of  the  world,  will  be  ranked  the  philosopher,  who  pene- 
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trates  the  secrets  of  the  universe,  and  of  the  soul;  who 
opens  new  fields  to  the  intellect ;  who  gives  it  a  new 
consciousness  of  its  own  powers,  rights,  and  divine  origi- 
nal ;  who  spreads  enlarged  and  liberal  habits  of  thought; 
and  who  helps  men  to  understand,  that  an  ever  grow- 
ing knowledge  is  the  patrimony  destiped  for  them  by 
the  *  Father  of  their  Spirits.'  Among  them  will  be 
ranked  the  statesman,  who,  escaping  a  vulgar  policy, 
rises  to  the  discovery  of  the  true  interest  of  a  state ; 
who  seeks  without  fear  or  favor  the  common  good ; 
who  understands  that  a  nation's  mind  is  more  valuable 
than  its  soil ;  who  inspirits  a  people's  enterprise,  without 
making  them  the  slaves  of  wealth ;  who  is  mainly  anx- 
ious to  originate  or  give  stability  to  institutions  by  which 
society  may  be  carried  forward ;  who  confides  with  a 
sublime  constancy  in  justice  and  virtue,  as  the  only  foun- 
dation of  a  wise  policy  and  of  public  prosperity ;  and 
above  all,  who  has  so  drunk  into  the  spirit  of  Christ  and 
of  God,  as  never  to  forget,  that  his  particular  country  is 
a  member  of  the  great  human  family,  bound  to  all 
nations,  by  a  common  nature,  by  a  common  inter- 
est, and  by  indissoluble  laws  of  equity  and  charity. 
Among  these  will  be  ranked,  perhaps  on  the  highest 
throne,  the  moral  and  religious  Reformer,  who  truly 
merits  that  name ;  who  rises  above  his  times ;  who  is 
moved  by  a  holy  impulse  to  assail  vicious  establish- 
ments, sustained  by  fierce  passions  and  inveterate  pre- 
judices ;  who  rescues  great  truths  from  the  corruptions 
of  ages ;  who,  joining  calm  and  deep  thought  to  pro- 
found feeling,  secures  to  religion  at  once  enlightened 
and  earnest  conviction ;  who  unfolds  to  men  higher  forms 
of  virtue  than  they  have  yet  attained  or  conceived ; 
who  gives  brighter  and  more  thrilling  views  of  the  per- 
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fection  for  which  they  were  framed,  and  inspires  a  vic- 
torious faith  in  the  perpetual  progress  of  our  nature. 

There  is  one  characteristic  of  this  power  which  be- 
longs to  truly  great  minds,  particularly  deserving  notice. 
Far  from  enslaving,  it  makes  more  and  more  free,  those 
on  whom  it  is  exercised ;  and  in  this  respect  it  differs 
wholly  from  the  vulgar  sway  which  ambition  thirsts  for. 
It  awakens  a  kindred  power  in  others,  calls  their  facul- 
ties into  new  life,  and  particularly  strengthens  them  to 
follow  their  own  deliberate  convictions  of  truth  and 
duty.  It  breathes  conscious  energy,  self-respect,  moral 
independence,  and  a  scorn  of  every  foreign  yoke. 

There  is  another  power  over  men,  very  different 
from  this  ;  a  power,  not  to  quicken  and  elevate,  but  to 
crush  and  subdue  ;  a  power  which  robs  men  of  the  free 
use  of  their  nature,  takes  them  out  of  their  own  hands, 
and  compels  them  to  bend  to  another's  will.  This  is 
the  sway  which  men  grasp  at  most  eagerly,  and  which 
it  is  our  great  purpose  to  expose.  To  reign,  to  give 
laws,  to  clothe  their  own  wills  with  omnipotence,  to 
annihilate  all  other  wills,  to  spoil  the  individual  of  that 
self-direction  which  is  his  most  precious  right — this  has 
ever  been  deemed  by  multitudes  the  highest  prize  for 
competition  and  conflict.  The  most  envied  men  are 
those,  who  have  succeeded  in  prostrating  multitudes,  in 
subjecting  whole  communities,  to  their  single  will.  It 
is  the  love  of  this  power,  in  all  its  forms,  which  we  are 
anxious  to  hold  up  to  reprobation.  If  any  crime  should 
be  placed  by  society  beyond  pardon,  it  is  this. 
•  This  power  has  been  exerted  most  conspicuously  and 
perniciously  by  two  classes  of  men  ;  the  priest  or  min- 
ister of  religion,  and  the  civil  ruler.  Both  rely  on  the 
same  instrument ;  that  is,  pain  or  terror ;  the  first  call- 
ing to  his  aid  the  fires  and  torments  of  the  future  world. 
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and  practising  on  the  natural  dread  of  invisible  powers; 
and  the  latter  availing  himself  of  chains,  dungeons,  and 
gibbets  in  the  present  life.  Through  these  terrible  ap- 
plications, man  has  in  all  ages  and  in  almost  every 
country,  been  made,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  a  slave 
and  machine ;  b^en  shackled  in  all  his  faculties,  and 
degraded  into  a  tool  of  others'  wills  and  passions.  The 
influence  of  almost  every  political  and  religious  institu- 
tion has  been  to  make  man  abject  in  mind,  fearful,  ser- 
vile, a  mechanical  repeater  of  opinions  which  he  dares 
not  try,  and  a  contributor  of  his  toil,  sweat,  and  blood, 
to  governments  which  never  dreamed  of  the  general 
weal  as  their  only  legitimate  end.  On  the  immense 
majority  of  men,  thus  wronged  and  enslaved,  the  con- 
sciousness of  their  own  nature  has  not  yet  dawned ; 
and  the  doctrine,  that  each  has  a  mind,  worth  more 
than  the  material  world,  and  framed  to  grow  forever  by 
a  self-forming,  self-directing  energy,  is  still  a  secret,  a 
mystery,  notwithstanding  the  clear  annunciation  of  it, 
ages  ago,  by  Jesus  Christ.  We  know  not  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  intenseness  and  nefariousness  of  the  love 
of  power,  than  the  fact  of  its  having  virtually  abrogat- 
ed Christianity,  and  even  turned  into  an  engine  of  do- 
minion, a  revelation  which  breathes  throughout  the 
spirit  of  freedom,  proclaims  the  essential  equality  of  the 
human  race,  and  directs  its  most  solemn  denunciations 
against  the  passion  for  rule  and  empire. 

That  this  power,  which  consists  in  force  and  compul- 
sion, in  the  imposition  on  the  many  of  the  will  and 
judgment  of  one  or  a  few,  is  of  a  low  order,  when  com- 
pared with  the  quickening  influence  over  others,  of 
which  we  have  before  spoken,  we  need  not  stop  to 
prove.  But  the  remark  is  less  obvious,  though  not  less 
true,  that  it  is  not  only  inferior  in  kind,  but  in  amount 
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or  degree.  This  may  not  be  so  easily  acknowledged. 
He^  whose  will  is  passively  obeyed  by  a  nation,  or 
whose  creed  implicitly  adopted  by  a  spreading  sect, 
may  not  easily  believe,  that  his  power  is  exceeded,  not 
only  in  kind  or  quality,  but  in  extent,  by  him  who 
wields  only  the  silent,  subtile  influence  of  moral  and  in- 
tellectual gifts.  But  the  superiority  of  moral  to  arbi- 
trary sway  in  this  particular,  is  proved  by  its  effects. 
Moral  power  is  creative  ;  arbitrary  power  wastes  away 
the  spirit  and  force  of  those  on  whom  it  is  exerted. 
And  is  it  not  a  mightier  work  to  create  than  to  destroy  ? 
A  higher  energy  is  required  to  quicken  than  to  crush ; 
to  elevate  than  to  depress ;  to  warm  and  expand  than 
to  chill  and  contract.  Any  hand,  even  the  weakest, 
may  take  away  life ;  another  agency  is  required  to 
kindle  or  restore  it.  A  vulgar  incendiary  may  destroy 
in  an  hour  a  magnificent  structure,  the  labor  of  ages. 
Has  he  enei^  to  be  compared  with  the  creative  intel- 
lect, in  which  this  work  had  its  origin  ?  A  fanatic  of 
ordinary  talent  may  send  terror  through  a  crowd  ;  and 
by  the  craft,  which  is  so  often  joined  with  fanaticism, 
may  fasten  on  multitudes  a  debasing  creed.  Has  he 
power  to  be  compared  with  him,  who  rescues  from  dark- 
ness one  only  of  these  enslaved  minds,  and  quickens  it 
to  think  justly  and  nobly  in  relation  to  God,  duty,  and 
immortality  ?  The  energies  of  a  single  soul,  awakened, 
by  such  an  influencci  to  the  free  and  full  use  of  its 
powers,  may  surpass,  in  their  progress,  the  intellectual 
activity  of  a  whole  community,  enchained  and  debased 
by  fanaticism  or  outward  force.  Arbitrary  power, 
whether  civil  or  religious,  if  tried  by  the  only  fair  test, 
that  is,  by  its  effects,  seems  to. have  more  affinity  with 
weakness  than  strength.  It  enfeebles  and  narrows 
what  it  acts  upon.     Its  efficiency  resembles  that  of 
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darkness  and  cold  in  the  natural  wcurld.  True  power 
is  vivifying,  productive,  builds  up,  and  gives  strength* 
We  have  a  noble  type  and  manifestation  of  it  in  the  sun, 
which  calls  forth  and  diffuses  motion,  life,  energy,  aad 
beauty.  He  who  succeeds  in  chaining  men's  under- 
standings and  breaking  their  wills,  may  indeed  number 
millions  as  his  subjects.  But  a  weak^  puny  race  are 
the  products  of  his  sway,  and  they  can  only  reach 
the  stature  and  force  of  men  by  throwing,  off  his  yoke. 
He  who,  by  an  intellectual  and  moral  energy,  awakens 
kindred  energy  in  others,  touches  springs  of  infinite 
might,  gives  impulse  to  faculties  to  which  no  bounds 
can  be  prescribed,  begins  an  action  which  will  never . 
end.  One  great  and  kindling  thought  from  a  retired 
and  obscure  man,  may  live  when  thrones  are  fallen,  and 
the  memory  of  those  who  filled  them  obliterated,  and 
like  an  undying  fire,  may  illuminate  and  quicken  all 
future  generations. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  inferiority  and  worthlessness 
of  that  dominion  over  others,  which  has  been  coveted 
so  greedily  in  all  ages.  We  should  rejoice  could  we 
convey  some  just  idea  of  its  moral  turpitude.  Of  all 
injuries  and  crimes,  the  most  flagrant  is  chargeable  on 
him,  who  aims  to  establish  dominion  over  his  brethren. 
He  wars  with  what  is  more  precious  than  life.  He 
would  rob  men  of  their  chief  prerogative  and  glory ;  we 
mean  of  self-dominion,  of  that  empire  which  is  given  to 
a  rational  and  moral  being  over  his  own  soul  and  his 
own  life.  Such  a  being  is  framed  to  find  honor  and 
happiness  in  forming  and  swaying  himself,  in  adopting 
as  his  supreme  standard  his  convictions  of  truth  and 
duty,  in  unfolding  his  powers  by  free  exertion,  in  acting 
from  a  principle  within,  from  his  growing  conscience. 
His  proper  and  noblest  attributes  are  self-government, 
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self-reverence,  energy  of  thought,  energy  in  choosing 
the  right  and  the  good,  energy  in  casting  off  all  other 
dominion.  He  was  created  for  empire  in  his  own 
breast,  and  wo,  wo  to  them  who  would  pluck  from  liim 
this  sceptre!  A  mind,  inspired  by  God  with  reason  and 
conscience,  and  capable,  through  these  endowments,  of 
progress  in  truth  and  duty,  is  a  sacred  thing ;  more 
sacred  than  temples  made  with  hands,  or  even  than  this 
outward  universe.  It  is  of  nobler  lineage  than  that  of 
which  human  aristocracy  makes  its  boast.  It  bears  the 
lineaments  of  a  Divine  Parent.  It  has  not  only  a  physi- 
cal, but  moral  connexion  with  the  Supreme  Being. 
Through  its  self-determining  power,  it  is  accountable 
for  its  deeds,  and  for  whatever  it  becomes.  Respon- 
sibility, that  which  above  all  things  makes  existence 
solemn,  is  laid  upon  it.  Its  great  end  is  to  conform  it- 
self, by  its  own  energy,  and  by  spiritual  succours  which  its 
own  prayers  and  faithfulness  secure,  to  that  perfection 
of  wisdom  and  goodness,  of  which  God  is  the  original 
and  source,  which  shines  upon  us  from  the  whole  out- 
ward world,  but  of  which  the  intelligent  soul  is  a  truer 
recipient  and  a  brighter  image,  even  than  the  sun  with 
all  his  splendors.  From  these  views  we  learn,  that  no 
outrage,  no  injury,  can  equal  that,  which  is  perpetrated 
by  him,  who  would  break  down  and  subjugate  the  hu- 
man mind  ;  who  would  rob  men  of  self-reverence  ;  who 
would  bring  them  to  stand  more  in  awe  of  outward 
authority,  than  of  reason  and  conscience  in  their  own 
souls ;  who  would  make  himself  a  standard  and  law  for 
his  race,  and  shape,  by  force  or  terror,  the  free  spirits 
of  others  after  his  own  judgment  and  will. 

All  excellence^   whether  intellectual   or  moral,  in- 
volves, as  its  essential  elements,  freedom,  energy,  and 
moral  independence,  so  that  the  invader  of  these,  wheth- 
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er  from  the  throne  or  the  pulpit,  invades  the  most  sa- 
cred interest  of  the  human  race.  Intellectual  excellence 
implies  and  requires  these.  This  does  not  consist  in 
passive  assent  even*  to  the  highest  truths ;  or  in  the 
most  extensive  stores  of  knowledge  acquired  by  an  im- 
plicit faith,  and  lodged  in  the  inert  memory.  It  lies  in 
force,  freshness,  and  independence  of  thought ;  and  is 
most  conspicuously  manifested  by  him,  who,  loving 
truth  supremely,  seeks  it  resolutely,  follows  the  light 
without  fear,  and  modifies  the  views  of  others  by  the 
patient,  strenuous  exercise  of  his  own  faculties.  To  a 
man  thus  intellectually  free,  truth  is  not,  what  it  is  to 
passive  multitudes,  a  foreign  substance,  dormant,  lifeless, 
fruitless,  but  penetrating,  prolific,  full  of  vitality,  and 
ministering  to  the  health  and  expansion  of  the  soul. 
And  what  we  have  said  of  intellectual  excellence  is  still 
more  true  of  moral.  This  has  its  foundation  and  root 
in  freedom,  and  cannot  exist  a  moment  without  it. 
The  very  idea  of  virtue  is,  that  it  is  a  free  act,  the  pro- 
duct or  result  of  the  mind's  self-determining  power.  It 
is  not  good  feeling,  infused  by  nature  or  caught  by  sym- 
pathy ;  nor  is  it  good  conduct  into  which  we  have  slid- 
den  through  imitation,  or  which  has  been  forced  upon  us 
by  another's  will.  We  ourselves  are  its  authors  in  a 
high  and  peculiar  sense.  We  indeed  depend  on  God  for 
virtue ;  for  our  capacity  of  moral  action  is  wholly  his  gift 
and  inspiration,  and  without  his  perpetual  aid  this  capaci- 
ty would  avail  nothing.  But  his  aid  is  not  compulsion. 
He  respects,  he  cannot  violate,  that  moral  freedom 
which  is  his  richest  gift.  To  the  individual,  the  de- 
cision of  his  own  character  is  left.  He  has  more  than 
kingly  power  in  his  own  soul.  Let  him  never  resign 
it.  Let  none  dare  to  interfere  with  it.  Virtue  is  self- 
dominion,  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  it  is  self-subjection 
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to  the  principle  of  duty,  that  highest  law  in  the  soul. 
If  these  views  of  intellectual  and  moral  excellence  be 
just,  then  to  invade  men's  freedom  is  to  aim  the  dead- 
liest blow  at  their  honor  and  happiness ;  and  their  worst 
foe  is  he  who  fetters  their  reason,  who  makes  his  will 
their  law,  who  makes  them  tools,  echoes,  copies  of 
himself. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  objected  to  the  representation  of 
virtue  as  consisting  in  self-dominion,  that  the  scriptures 
speak  of  it  as  consisting  in  obedience  to  God.  But 
these  are  perfectly  compatible  and  harmonious  views ; 
for  genuine  obedience  to  God  is  the  free  choice  and 
adoption  of  a  law,  the  great  principles  of  which  our  own 
minds  approve,  and  our  own  consciences  bind  on  us ; 
which  is  not  an  arbitrary  injunction,  but  an  emanation 
and  expression  of  the  Divine  Mind ;  and  which  is  in- 
tended throughout  to  give  energy,  dignity,  and  enlarge- 
ment to  our  best  powers.  He,  and  he  only,  pbeys 
God  virtuously  and  acceptably,  who  reverences  right, 
not  power ;  who  has  chosen  rectitude  as  his  supreme 
rule;  who  sees  and  reveres  in  God  the  fulness  and 
brightness  of  moral  excellence,  and  who  sees  in  obedi- 
ence the  progress  and  perfection  of  his  own  nature. 
That  sut^ection  to  the  Deity,  which,  we  fear,  is 
too  common,  in  which  the  mind  surrenders  itself  to 
mere  power  and  will,  is  anything  but  virtue.  We  fear 
that  it  is  disloyalty  to  that  moral  principle,  which  is 
ever  to  be  reverenced  as  God's  vicegerent  in  the  ra- 
tional soul. 

Perhaps  some  may  fear,  that,  in  our  zeal  for  the  free- 
dom and  independence  of  the  individual  mind,  we  un- 
settle government,  and  almost  imply  that  it  is  a  wrong. 
Far  from  it.  We  hold  government  to  b^  an  essential 
means  of  our  intellectual  and  moral   education,   and 
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would  strengthen  it  by  pointing  out  its  legitimate  func- 
tions. Government,  as  far  as  it  is  rightful,  is  the  guar- 
dian and  friend  of  freedom,  so  that  in  exalting  the  one 
we  enforce  the  other.  The  highest  aim  of  all  authori- 
ty is  to  confer  liberty.  This  is  true  of  domestic  rule. 
Thesgreat,  we  may  say  the  single  object  of  parental 
government,  of  a  wise  and  virtuous  education,  is,  to 
give  the  child  the  fullest  use  of  his  own  powers ;  to 
give  him  inward  force;  to  train  him  up  to  govern 
himself.  The  same  is  true  of  the  authority  of  Jesus 
Christ.  He  came,  indeed,  to  rule  mankind ;  but  to  rule 
them,  not  by  arbitrary  statutes,  not  by  force  and  men- 
ace, not  by  mere  will,  but  by  setting  before  them,  in 
precept  and  life,  those  everlasting  rules  of  rectitude, 
which  Heaven  obeys,  and  of  which  every  soul  contains 
the  living  germs.  He  came  to  exert  a  moral  power  ; 
to  reign  by  the  manifestation  of  celestial  virtues ;  to 
awaken  the  energy  of  holy  purpose  in  the  free  mind. 
He  came  to  publish  liberty  to  the  captives ;  to  open 
the  prison  door ;  to  break  the  power  af  the  passions ;  to 
break  the  yoke  of  a  ceremonial  religion  which  had  been 
imposed  in  the  childhood  of  the  race  ;  to  exalt  us  to  a 
manly  homage  and  obedience  of  our  Creator.  Of  civil 
government,  too,  the  great  end  is  to  secure  freedom. 
Its  proper,  and  highest  function  is,  to  watch  over  the 
liberties  of  each  and  all,  and  to  open  to  a  community 
the  widest  field  for  all  its  powers.  Its  very  chains  and 
prisons  have  the  general  freedom  for  their  aim.  They 
are  just,  only  when  used  to  curb  oppression  and  wrong ; 
to  disarm  him  who  has  a  tyrant's  heart,  if  not  a  tyrant's 
power,  who  wars  against  others'  rights,  who,  by  inva- 
ding property  or  life,  would  substitute  force  for  the 
reign  of  equal  laws.  Freedom,  we  repeat  it,  is  the  end 
of  government.     To  exalt  men  to  self-rule  is  the  end 
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of  all  other  rule,  and  he  who  would  fasten  on  them  his 
arbitrary  will  is  their  worst  foe. 

We  have  aimed  to  show  the  guilt  of  the  lore  of  pow- 
er and  dominion,  by  showing  the  ruin  which  it  brings 
on  the  mind,  by  enlarging  on  the  preciousness  of  that 
inward  freedom  which  it  invades  and  destroys.  To  us, 
this  view  is  the  most  impressive ;  but  the  guilt  of  this 
passion  may  also  be  discerned,  and  by  some  more  clear- 
ly, in  its  outward  influences ;  in  the  desolation,  blood- 
shed, and  wo,  of  which  it  is  the  perpetual  cause.  We 
owe  to  it  almost  all  the  miseries  of  war.  To  spread 
the  sway  of  one  or  a  few,  thousands  and  millions  have 
been  turned  into  machines  under  the  name  of  soldiers, 
armed  with  instruments  of  destruction,  and  then  sent 
to  reduce  others  to  their  own  lot  by  fear  and  pain,  by 
fire  and  sword,  by  butchery  and  pillage.  And  is  it 
light  guilt,  to  array  man  against  his  brother  ;  to  make 
murder  the  trade  of  thousands;  to  drench  the  earth 
vidth  human  blood ;  to  turn  it  into  a  desert ;  to  scatter 
families  like  chafi";  to  make  mothers  widows,  and  chil- 
dren orphans ;  and  to  do  all  this  for  the  purpose  of 
spreading  a  still  gloomier  desolation,  for  the  purpose  of 
subjugating  men's  souls,  turning  them  into  base  para- 
sites, extorting  from  them  a  degrading  homage,  hum- 
bling them  in  their  own  eyes,  and  breaking  them  to 
servility  as  the  chief  duty  of  life  ?  When  the  passion 
for  power  succeeds,  as  it  generally  has  done,  in  estab- 
lishing despotism,  it  seems  to  make  even  civilisation  a 
doubtful  good.  Whilst  the  monarch  and  his  court  are 
abandoned  to  a  wasteful  luxury,  the  peasantry,  rooted 
to  the  soil  and  doomed  to  a  perpetual  round  of  labors, 
are  raised  but  little  above  the  brute.  There  are  parts 
of  Europe,  christian  Europe,  in  which  the  peasant, 
through  whose  sweat  kings  and  nobles  riot  in  plenty, 
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seems  to  enjoy  less,  on  the  whole,  than  the  untamed 
Indian  of  our  forests.  Chained  to  one  spot,  living  on 
the  cheapest  vegetables,  sometimes  unable  to  buy  salt 
to  season  his  coarse  fare,  seldom  or  never  tasting  ani- 
mal food,  having  for  his  shelter  a  mud-walled  hut  floor- 
ed with  earth  or  stone,  and  subjected  equally  with  the 
brute  to  the  rule  of  a  superior,  he  seems  to  us  to  par- 
take less  of  animal,  intellectual,  and  moral  pleasures, 
than  the  free  wanderer  of  the  woods,  whose  steps  no 
man  fetters ;  whose  wigwam  no  tyrant  violates  ;  whose 
chief  toil  is  hunting,  that  noblest  of  sports ;  who  feasts 
on  the  deer,  that  most  luxurious  of  viands ;  to  whom 
streams,  as  well  as  woods,  pay  tribute ;  whose  adven- 
turous life  gives  sagacity  ;  and  in  whom  peril  nourishes 
courage  and  self-command.  We  are  no  advocates  fw 
savage  life.  We  know  that  its  boasted  freedom  is  a  de^ 
luslon.  The  single  fact  that  human  nature  in  this  wild 
state  makes  no  progress,  is  proof  enough  that  it  wants 
true  liberty.  We  mean  only  to  say  that  man  in  the 
hands  of  despotism,  is  sometimes  degraded  below  the 
savage  ;  that  it  were  better  for  him  to  be  lawless,  than 
to  live  under  lawless  sway. 

It  is  the  part  of  Christians  to  look  on  the  passion  for 
power  and  dominion  with  strong  abhorrence  ;  for  it  is 
singularly  hostile  to  the  genius  of  their  religion.  Jesus 
Christ  always  condemned  it.  One  of  the  striking  marks 
of  his  moral  greatness,  and  of  the  originality  of  his 
character,  was,  that  he  held  no  fellowship  and  made 
no  compromise  with  this  universal  spirit  of  his  age,  but 
withstood  it  in  every  form.  He  found  the  Jews  intox- 
icating themselves  with  dreams  of  empire.  Of  the 
prophecies  relating  to  the  Messiah,  the  most  familiar 
and  dear  to  them,  were  those  which  announced  him  as 
a  conqueror,  and  which  were  construed  by  their  worid- 
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liness  into  a  promise  of  triumphs  to  the  people  from 
whom  he  was  to  spring.  Even  the  chosen  disciples  of 
Jesus  looked  to  him  for  this  good.  ^  To  sit  on  his 
right  hand  and  on  his  left,'  or,  in  other  words,  to  hold 
the  most  commanding  stations  in  his  kingdom,  was  not 
only  their  lurking  wish,  but  their  open  and  importunate 
request.  But  there  was  no  passion  on  which  Jesus 
frowned  more  severely  than  on  this.  He  taught,  that 
to  be  great  in  his  kingdom,  men  must  serve,  instead  of 
ruling,  their  brethren.  He  placed  among  them  a  child 
as  an  emblem  of  the  humility  of  his  religion.  His 
most  terrible  rebukes  fell  on  the  lordly,  aspiring  Phari- 
see. In  his  own  person,  he  was  mild  and  condescend- 
ing, exacting  no  personal  service,  living  with  his  disci- 
ples as  a  friend,  sharing  their  wants,  sleeping  in  their 
fishing  boat,  and  even  washing  their  feet ;  and  in  all 
this,  he  expressly  proposed  himself  to  them  as  a  pat- 
tern, knowing  well,  that  the  last  triumph  of  disinterest- 
edness is  to  forget  our  ^own  superiority,  in  our  sym- 
pathy, solicitude,  tfendemess,  respect,  and  self-denying 
zeal  for  those  who  are  below  us.  We  cannot  indeed 
wonder  that  the  lust  of  power  should  be  encountered  by 
the  sternest  rebukes  and  menace  of  Christianity,  because 
it  vi^es  open  war  with  the  great  end  of  this  religion, 
which  is  the  elevation  of  the  human  mind.  No  corrup- 
tion of  this  religion  is  more  palpable  and  more  enormous, 
than  that  which  turns  it  into  an  instrument  of  domin- 
ion, and  which  makes  it  teach,  that  man's  primary  duty 
is  to  give  himself  a  passive  material  into  the  hands  of 
his  minister,  priest,  or  king. 

The  subject  which  we  now  discuss  is  one  in  which  all 
nations  have  an  interest,  and  especially  our  own  ;  and 
we  shouM  fail  of  our  main  purpose,  were  we  not  to 
lead  our  readers  to  apply  it  to  ourselves.     The  passion 
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for  ruling,  though  most  completely  developed  in  despot- 
ismsy  is  confined  to  no  forms^of  government.  It  is  the 
chief  peril  of  free  states,  the  natural  enemy  of  free 
institutions.  It  agitates  our  own  country,  and  still 
throws  an  uncertainty  over  the  great  experiment  we 
are  making  here  in  behalf  of  liberty.  We  will  try  then, 
in  a  few  words,  to  expose  its  influences  and  dangers, 
and  to  abate  that  zeal  with  which  a  participation  in 
office  and  power  is  sought  among  ourselves. 

It  is  the  distinction  of  republican  institutions,  that 
whilst  they  compel  the  passion  for  power  to  moderate 
its  pretensions,  and  to  satisfy  itself  with  more  limit- 
ed gratificjations,  they  tend  to  spread  it  more  widely 
through  the  community,  and  to  make  it  a  universal 
principle.  The  doors  of  office  being  opened  to  all, 
crowds  burn  to  rush  in.  A  thousand  hands  are  stretch- 
ed out  to  grasp  the  reins  which  are  denied  to  none. 
Perhaps  in  this  boasted  and  boasting  land  of  liberty, 
not  a  few,  if  called  to  state  the  chief  good  of  a  repub- 
lic, would  place  it  in  this ;  that  every  man  is  eligible  to 
every  office,  and  that  the  highest  places  of  power  and 
trust  are  prizes  for  universal  competition^  The  superi- 
ority attributed  by  many  to  our  institutions,  is,  not  that 
they  secure  the  greatest  freedom,  but  give  every  man  a 
chance  of  ruling ;  not  that  they  reduce  jthe  power  of 
government  within  the  narrowest  limits  which  the  safe- 
ty of  the  state  admits,  but  throw  it  into  as  many  hands 
as  possible.-  The  despot's  great  crime  is  thought  to  be, 
that  he  keeps  the  delight  of  dominion  to  himself,  that 
he  makes  a  monopoly  of  it,  whilst  our  more  generous 
institutions,  by  breaking  it  into  parcels,  and  inviting  the 
multitude  to  scramble  for  it,  spread  this  joy  more  wide- 
ly. The  result  is,  that  political  ambition  infects  our 
country,  and  generates  a  feverish  restlessness  and  dis- 
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content,  which,  to  the  monarchist,  may  seem  more 
than  a  balance  for  our  forms  of  liberty.  The  spirit  of 
intrigue,  which  in  absolute  governments  is  confined  to 
courts,  walks  abroad  through  the  land ;  and  as  individu- 
als can  accomplish  no  political  purposes  single-handed, 
they  band  themselves  into  parties,  ostensibly  framed 
for  public  ends,  but  aiming  only  at  the  acquisition  of 
power.  The  nominal  sovereign,  that  is,  the  people, 
like  all  other  sovereigns,  is  courted  and  flattered,  and 
told  that  it  can  do  no  wrong.  Its  pride  is  pampered, 
its  passions  inflamed,  its  prejudices  made  inveterate. 
Such  are  the  processes,  by  which  other  republics  have 
been  subverted,  and  he  must  be  blind  who  cannot  trace 
them  among  ourselves.  We  mean  not  to  exaggerate 
our  dangers.  We  rejoice  to  know,  that  the  improve- 
ments of  society  oppose  many  checks  to  the  love  of 
power.  But  every  wise  man,  who  sees  its  workings, 
must  dread  it  as  our  chief  foe. 

This  passion  derives  strength  and  vehemence  in  our 
country  firom  the  common  idea,  that  political  power  is 
the  highest  prize  which  society  has  to  offer.  We  know 
not  a  more  general  delusion,  nor  is  it  the  least  danger- 
ous. Instilled,  as  it  is,  in  our  youth,  it  gives  infinite 
excitement  to  political  ambition.  It  turns  the  active 
talent  of  the  country  to  public  station  as  the  supreme 
good,  and  makes  it  restless,  intriguing,  and  unprinci- 
pled. It  calls  out  hosts  of  selfish  competitors  for  com- 
paratively few  places,  and  encourages  a  bold,  unblusji- 
ing  pursuit  of  personal  elevation,  which  a  just  moral 
sense  and  self-respect  in  the  community  would  frown 
upon  and  cover  with  shame.  This  prejudice  has  come 
down  from  past  ages,  and  is  one  of  their  worst  bequests. 
To  govern  others  has  always  been  thought  the  highest 
function  on  earth     We  have  a  remarkable  proof  of  the 
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strength  and  pernicious  inlSuence  of  this  persuasion,  in 
the  manner  in  which  history  has  been  written.  Who 
fill  the  page  of  history?  Political  and  military  leaders, 
who  have  lived  for  one  end,  to  subdue  and  govern  their 
fellow  beings.  These  occupy  the  foreground,  and  the 
people,  the  human  race,  dwindle  into  insignificance, 
and  are  almost  lost  behind  their  masters.  The  proper 
and  noblest  object  of  history,  is,  to  record  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  society,  its  spirit  in  different  ages,  the  causes 
which  have  determined  its  progress  and  decline,  and 
especially  the  manifestations  and  growth  of  its  highest 
attributes  and  interests,  of  intelligence,  of  the  religious 
principle,  of  moral  sentiment,  of  the  elegant  and  useful 
arts,  of  the  triumphs  of  man  over  nature  and  himself. 
Instead  of  this,  we  have  records  of  men  in  power,  often 
weak,  oftener  wicked,  who  did  little  or  nothing  for  the 
advancement  of  their  age-,  who  were  in  no  sense  its  rep- 
resentatives, whom  the  accident  of  birth  perhaps  raised 
to  influence.  We  have  the  quarrels  of  courtiers,  the 
intrigues  of  cabinets,  sieges  and  battles,  royal  births  and 
deaths,  and  the  secrets  of  a  palace,  that  sink  of  lewdness 
and  corruption.  These  are  the  staples  of  history.  The 
inventions  of  printing,  of  gunpowder,  and  the  mariner's 
compass,  were  too  mean  affairs  for  history  to  trace. 
She  was  bowing  before  kings  and  warriors.  She  had 
volumes  for  the  plots  and  quarrels  of  Leicester  and  Es- 
sex in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  but  not  a  page  for  Shak- 
speare ;  and  if  Bacon  had  not  filled  an  office,  she  would 
hardly  have  recorded  his  name,  in  her  anxiety  to  pre- 
serve the  deeds  and  sayings  of  that  Solomon  of  his 
age,  James  the  First. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  supreme  importance  which  is 
attached  to  rulers  and  government,  as  a  prejudice ;  and 
we  think,  that  something  may  be  done  towards  abat- 
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mg  the  passion  for  power,  by  placing  this  thought  in  a 
clearer  light.  It  seems  to  us  not  very  di£Qcult  to  show, 
that  to  govern  men  is  not  as  high  a  sphere  of  action 
as  has 'been  commonly  supposed,  and  that  those  who 
have  obtained  this  dignity,  have  usurped  a  place  beyond 
their  due  in  history  and  men's  minds.  We  apprehend, 
indeed,  that  we  are  not  alone  in  this  opinion ;  that  a 
change  of  sentiment  on  this  subject  has  commenced  and 
must  go  on ;  that  men  are  learning,  that  there  are  high- 
er sources  of  happiness  and  more  important  agents  in 
human  affairs  than  political  rule.  It  is  one  mark  of  the 
progress  of  society,  that  it  brings  down  the  public  man 
and  raises  the  private  one.  It  throws  power  into  the 
hands  of  untitled  individuals,  and  spreads  it  through  all 
orders  of  the  community.  It  multiplies  and  distributes 
freely,  means  of  extensive  influence,  and  opens  new 
channels,  by  which  the  gifted  mind,  in  whatever  rank 
or  condition,  may  communicate  itself  far  and  wide. 
Through  the  diffusion  of  education  and  printing,  a  pri- 
vate man  may  now  speak  to  multitudes,  incomparably 
more  numerous  than  ancient  or  modern  eloquence  ever 
electrified  hi  the  popular  assembly  or  the  hall  of  legis- 
lation. By  these  instruments,  truth  is  asserting  her 
sovereignty  over  nations,  without  the  help  of  rank,  of- 
fice, or  sword ;  and  her  faithful  ministers  will  become 
more  and  more  the  lawgivers  of^he  world. 

We  mean  not  to  deny,  we  steadily  affirm,  that  gov- 
ernment is  a  great  good,  and  essential  to  human  happi- 
ness; but  it  does  its  good  chiefly  by  a  negative  influence, 
by  repressing  injustice  and  crime,  by  securing  property 
firom  invasion,  and  thus  removing  obstructions  to  the  free 
exercise  of  human  powers.  It  confers  little  positive 
benefit.     Its  office  is,  not  to  confer  happiness,  but  to 
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give  men  c^portunity  to  work  out  happiness  for  them- 
selves. Government  resembles  the  wall  which  sur- 
rounds our  lands ;  a  needful  protection,  but  rearing  no 
harvests,  ripening  no  fruits.  It  is  the  individual  who 
must  choose  whether  the  enclosure  shall  be  a  paradise 
or  a  waste.  How  little  positive  good  can  government 
confer  ?  It  does  not  till  our  fields,  build  our  houses, 
weave  the  ties  which  bind  us  to  our  families,  give  dis- 
interestedness to  the  heart,  or  energy  to  the  intellect 
and  will.  All  our  great  interests  are  left  to  ourselves  ; 
and  governments,  when  they  have  interfered  with  them, 
have  obstructed,  much  more  than  advanced  them.  For 
example,  they  have  taken  religion  into  their  keeping 
only  to  disfigure  it.  So  education,  in  their  hands,  has 
generally  become  a  propagator  of  servile  maxims,  and 
an  upholder  of  antiquated  errors.  In  like  manner  they 
have  paralysed  trade  by  their  nursing  care,  and  multi- 
plied poverty  by  expedients  for  its  relief.  Government 
has  almost  always  been  a  barrier  against  which  intel- 
lect has  had  to  struggle ;  and  society  has  made  its  chief 
progress  by  the  minds  of  private  individuals,  who  have 
outstripped  their  rulers,  and  gradually  shamed  them  in- 
to truth  and  wisdom. 

Virtue  and  intelligence  are  the  great  interests  of  a 
community,  including  all  others,  and  worth  all  others ; 
and  the  noblest  agensy  is  that  by  which  they  are  ad- 
vanced. Now  we  apprehend,  that  political  power  is 
not  the  most  effectual  instrument  for  their  promotion, 
and  accordingly  we  doubt  whether  government  is  the 
only  or  highest  sphere  for  superior  minds.  Virtue,  firom 
its  very  nature,  cannot  be  a  product  of  what  may  be 
called  the  direct  operation  of  government ;  that  is,  of 
legislation.     Laws  may  repress  crime.     Their  office  is 
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to  erect  prisons  for  violence  and  fraud.  But  moral  and 
religious  worth,  dignity  of  character,  loftiness  of  senti- 
ment, all  that  makes  man  a  blessing  to  himself  and  so- 
ciety, lies  beyond  their  province.  Virtue  is  of  the  soul, 
where  laws  cannot  penetrate.  Excellence  is  something 
too  refined,  spiritual,  celestial,  to  be  produced  by  the 
coarse  machinery  of  government.  Human  legislation 
addresses  itself  to  self-love,  and  works  by  outward  force.^ 
Its  chief  instrument  is  punishment.  It  cannot  touch 
the  springs  of  virtuous  feelings,  of  great  and  good  deeds. 
Accordingly,  rulers,  with  all  their  imagined  omnipo- 
tence, do  not  dream  of  enjoining  by  statute,  philanthro- 
py, gratitude,  devout  sentiment,  magnanimity,  and 
purity  of  thought.  Virtue  is  too  high  a  concern  for 
government.  It  is  an  inspiration  of  God,  not  a  creature 
of  law  ;  and  the  agents  whom  God  chiefly  honors  in  its 
promotion,  are  those,  who,  through  experience  as  well 
as  meditation,  have  risen  to  generous  conceptions  of  it, 
and  who  show  it  forth,  not  in  empty  eulogies,  but  in  the 
language  of  deep  conviction,  and  in  lives  of  purity. 

Government,  then,  does  little  to  advance  the  chief  in- 
terest of  human  nature  by  its  direct  agency ;  and  what 
shall  we  say  of  its  indirect  ?  Here  we  wish  not  to  of- 
fend ;  but  we  must  be  allowed  to  use  that  plainness  of 
speech  which  becomes  Christians  and  freemen.  We 
do  fear  then,  that  the  indirect  influence  of  government 
is  on  the  whole  adverse  to  virtue ;  and  in  saying  this, 
we  do  not  f  peak  of  other  countries,  or  of  different  polit- 
ical institutions  from  our  own.  We  do  not  mean  to 
say,  what  all  around  us  would  echo,  that  monarchy  cor- 
rupts a  state,  that  the  air  of  a  court  reeks  with  infec- 
tion, and  taints  the  higher  classes  with  a  licentiousness 
which  descends  to  their  inferiors.  We  speak  of  govem- 
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ment  at  borne ;  and  we  ask  wise  men  to  say,  whether 
it  ministers  most  to  vice  or  virtue.  We  fear,  that  here, 
as  elsewhere,  political  power  is  of  corrupting  tendency ; 
and  that,  generally  speaking,  public  men  are  not  the 
most  effectual  teachers  of  truth,  disinterestedness,  and 
incorruptible  integrity  to  the  people.  An  error  prevails 
in  relation  to  political  concerns,  which  necessarily  makes 
civil  institutions  demoralizing.  It  is  deeply  rooted,  the 
growth  of  ages.  We  refer  to  the  belief,  that  public 
men  are  absolved  in  a  measure  from  the  everlasting  and 
immutable  obligations  of  morality ;  that  political  power 
is  a  prize,  which  justifies  arts  and  compliances  that 
would  be  scorned  in  private  life ;  that  management,  in- 
trigue, hollow  pretensions,  and  appeals  to  base  passions, 
deserve  slight  rebuke  when  employed  to  compass  polit- 
ical ends.  Accordingly  the  laws  of  truth,  justice,  and 
philanthropy,  have  seldom  been  applied  to  public  as  to 
private  concerns.  Even  those  individuals,  who  have 
come  to  frown  indignantly  on  the  machinations,  the  of- 
fice seeking,  and  the  sacrifices  to  popularity,  which  dis- 
grace our  internal  condition,  are  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  a  crooked  or  ungenerous  policy  towards  foreign  na- 
tions, by  which  great  advantages  may  accrue  to  their 
own  country.  Now  the  great  truth  on  which  the  cause 
of  virtue  rests,  is,  that  rectitude  is  an  eternal,  unaltera- 
ble, and  universal  law,  binding  at  once  heaven  and 
earth,  the  perfection  of  God's  character,  and  the  har- 
mony and  happiness  of  the  rational  creation;  and  in 
proportion  as  political  institutions  unsettle  this  great 
conviction — in  proportion  as  they  teach  that  truth,  jus- 
tice, and  philanthropy  are  local,  partial  obligations, 
claiming  homage  from  the  weak,  but  shrinking  before 
the  powerful — in  proportion  as  they  thus  insult  the  aw- 
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fal  and  inviolable  majesty  of  the  Eternal  Law — in  the 
same  proportion  they  undermine  the  very  foundation  of 
a  people's  virtue. 

In  regard  to  the  other  great  interest  of  the  communi- 
ty^  its  intelligence,  government  may  do  much  good  by 
a  direct  influence;  that  is,  by  instituting  schools  or  ap- 
propriating revenue  for  the  instruction  of  the  poorer 
classes.  Whether  it  w^ould  do  \^sely  in  assuming  to 
itself,  or  in  taking  from  individuals,  the  provision  and 
care  of  higher  literary  institutions,  is  a  question  not 
easily  determined.  But  no  one  will  doubt,  that  it  is 
a  noble  function,  to  assist  and  develope  the  intellect  in 
those  classes  of  the  community,  whose  hard  conditi(»i 
exposes  them  to  a  merely  animal  existence.  Still  the 
agency  of  government  in  regard  to  knowledge  is  neces- 
sarily superficial  and  narrow.  The  great  sources  of  in- 
tellectual power  and  progress  to  a  people,  are  its  strong 
and  original  thinkers,  be  they  found  where  they  may. 
Government  cannot,  and  does  not,  extend  the  bounds 
of  knowledge ;  cannot  make  experiments  in  the  labora- 
tory, explore  the  laws  of  animal  or  vegetable  nature,  or 
establish  the  principles  of  criticism,  morals,  and  religion. 
The  energy  which  is  to  carry  forward  the  intellect  of  a 
people,  belongs  chiefly  to  private  individuals,  who  de- 
vote themselves  to  lonely  thought,  who  worship  truth, 
who  originate  the  views  demanded  by  their  age,  who  help 
us  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  established  prejudices,  who 
improve  old  modes  of  education  or  invent  better.  It  is 
true  that  great  men  at  the  head  of  affairs,  may,  and 
often  do,  contribute  much  to  the  growth  of  a  nation's 
mind.  But  it  too  often  happens  that  their  station  ob- 
structs rather  than  aids  their  usefulness.  Their  connex- 
ion with  a  party,  and  the  habit  of  viewing  subjects  in 
reference  to  personal  aggrandizement,  too  often  obscure 
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the  noblest  intellects,  and  convert  into  patrons  of  narrow 
views  and  temporary  interests,  those,  who,  in  other  con- 
ditions, would  have  been  the  lights  of  their  age,  and  the 
propagators  of  everlasting  truth. — From  these  views  of 
the  limited  influence  of  government  on  the  most  pre- 
cious interests  of  society,  we  learn  that  political  power 
is  not  the  noblest  power,  and  that,  in  the  progress  of 
intelligence,  it  will  cease  to  be  coveted  as  the  chief  and 
most  honorable  distinction  on  earth. 

If  we  pass  now  to  the  consideration  of  that  interest, 
over  which  government  is  expected  chiefly  to  watch, 
dnd  on  which  it  is  most  competent  to  act  with  power, 
we  shall  not  arrive  at  a  result  very  different  from  what 
we  have  just  expressed.  We  refer  to  property,  or 
wealth.  That  the  influence  of  political  institutions  on 
this  great  concern  is  important,  inestimable,  we  mean 
not  to  deny.  But  as  we  have  already  suggested,  it  is 
chiefly  negative.  Government  enriches  a  people  by 
removing  obstructions  to  their  powers,  by  defending 
them  from  wrong,  and  thus  giving  them  opportunity  to 
enrich  themselves.  Government  is  not  the  spring  of 
the  wealth  of  nations,  but  their  own  sagacity,  industry, 
enterprise,  and  force  of  character.  To  leave  a  people 
to  themselves,  is  generally  the  best  service  their  rulers 
can  render.  Time  was,  when  sovereigns  fixed  prices 
and  wages,  regulated  industry  and  expense,  and  im- 
agined that  a  nation  would  starve  and  perish,  if  it  were 
not  guided  and  guarded  like  an  infant.  But  we  have 
learned,  that  men  are  their  own  best  guardians,  that 
property  is  safest  under  its  owner's  care,  and  that  gene- 
rally speaking,  even  great  enterprises  can  better  be  ac- 
complished by  the  voluntary  association  of  individuals, 
than  by  the  state.  Indeed,  we  are  met  at  every  stage 
of  this  discussion  by  the  truth,  that  political  power  is 


Digitized  by 


Google 


161 

a  weak  engine  compared  with  Individual  intelligence, 
virtue,  and  effort ;  and  we  are  the  more  anxious  to  en- 
force this  truth,  because,  through  an  extravagant  esti- 
mate of  government,  men  are  apt  to  expect  from  it 
what  they  must  do  for  themselves,  and  to  throw  upon 
it  the  blame  which  belongs  to  their  own  feeblepess  and 
improvidence.  The  great  hope  of  society,  is  individual 
character.  Civilisation  and  political  institutions  are 
themselves  sources  of  not  a  few  evils,  which  nothing 
but  the  intellectual  and  moral  energy  of  the  private  cit- 
izen can  avert  or  relieve.  Such,  for  example,  are  the 
monstrous  inequalities  of  property,  the  sad  contrasts  of 
condition,  which  disfigurfe  a  large  city ;  which  laws  cre- 
ate and  cannot  remove ;  which  can  only  be  mitigated 
and  diminished  by  a  principle  of  moral  restraint  in  the 
poorer  classes,  and  by  a  wise  beneficence  in  the  rich. 
The  great  lesson  for  men  to  learn,  is,  that  their  happi- 
ness is  in  their  own  hands ;  that  it  is  to  be  wrought  out 
by  their  own  faithfulness  to  God  and  conscience ;  that 
no  outws^d  institutions  can  supply  the  place  of  inward 
principle,  of  moral  energy,  whilst  this  can  go  far  to 
supply  the  place  of  almost  every  outward  aid. 

Our  remarks  will  show  that  our  estimate  of  political 
institutions,  is  more  moderate  than  the  prevalent  one, 
and  that  we  regard  the  power,  for  which  ambition  has 
woven  so  many  plots  and  shed  so  much  blood,  as  des- 
tined to  occupy  a  more  and  more  narrow*  space,  among 
the  means  of  usefulness  and  distinction.  There  is, 
however,  one  branch  of  government,  which  we  hold  in 
high  veneration,  which  we  account  an  unspeakable 
Uessing,  and  which,  for  the  world,  we  would  not  say  a 
word  to  disparage;  and  we  are  the  more  disposed  to 
speak  of  it,  because  its  relative  importance  seems  to  us 
little  understood.  We  refer  to  the  Judiciary,  a  depart- 
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.  ment  worth  all  others  in  the  state.  Whilst  politicians 
expend  their  zeal  on  transient  interests,  which  perhaps 
derive  their  chief  importance  from  their  connexion  with 
a  party,  it  is  the  province  of  the  Judge  to  apply  those 
solemn  and  universal  laws  of  rectitude,  on  which  the 
security,  industry,  and  prosperity  of  the  individual  and 
the  state  essentially  depend.  From  his  tribunal,  as 
from  a  sacred  oracle,  go  forth  the  responses  of  justice. 
To  us  there  is  nothing  in  the  whole  fabric  of  civil  insti* 
tutions  so  interesting  and  imposing,  as  this  impartial 
and  authoritative  exposition  of  the  principles  of  moral 
legislation.  The  administration  of  justice  in  this  coun- 
try, where  the  Judge,  withoift  a  guard,  without  a  sol- 
dier, without  pomp,  decides  upon  the  dearest  interests 
of  the  citizen,  trusting  chiefly  to  the,  moral  sentiment 
of  the  community  for  the  execution  of  his  decrees,  is 
the  most  beautiful  and  encouraging  aspect,  under  which 
our  government  can  be  viewed.  We  repeat  it,  there  is 
nothing  in  public  affairs  so  venerable  as  the  voice  of 
Justice,  speaking  through  her  delegated  ministers, 
reaching  and  subduing  the  high  as  well  as  the  low,  set- 
ting a  defence  around  the  splendid  mansion  of  wealth 
and  the  lowly  hut  of  poverty,  repressing  wrong,  vindi- 
cating innocence,  humbling  the  oppressor,  and  publish- 
ing the  rights  of  human  nature  to  every  human  being. 
We  confess,  that  we  often  turn  with  pain  and  humiliation 
from  the  hall  of  Congress  where  we  see  the  legislator 
forgetting  the  majesty  of  his  function,  forgetting  his  re* 
lation  to  a  vast  and  growing  community,  and  sacrificisg 
to  his  party  or  to  himself  the  public  weal ;  and  it  com- 
forts us  to  turn  to  the  court  of  justice,  where  the  dispen 
ser  of  the  laws,  shutting  his  ear  against  all  solicitatioiis 
of  friendship  or  interest,  dissolving  for  a  time  every  pifi- 
vate  tie,  forgetting  public  opinion,  and  i/Hthstanding  pub- 
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lie  feeling,  asks  only  what  is  right.  To  our  courts,  the 
resorts  and  refuge  of  weakness  and  innocence,  we  look 
with  hope  and  joj.  We  boast,  with  a  virtuous  pride, 
that  no  breath  of  corruption  has  as  yet  tainted  their  pure 
air.  To  this  department  of  government,  we  cannot 
ascribe  too  much  importance.  Over  this,  we  cannot 
watch  too  jealously.  Every  encroachment  on  its  inde- 
pendence we  should  resent,  and  repel,  as  the  chief 
wrong  our  country  can  sustain.  Wo,  wo  to  the  im- 
pious hand,  which  would  shake  this  most  sacred  and 
precious  column  of  the  social  edifice. 

In  the  remarks  which  we  have  now  submitted  to  our 
readers,  we  have  treated  of  great  topics,  if  not  wor- 
thily, yet,  we  trust,  with  a  pure  purpose.  We  have 
aimed  to  expose  the  passion  for  dominion,  the  desire  of 
ruling  mankind.  We  have  labored  to  show  the  superi- 
ority of  moral  power  and  influence  to  that  sway  which 
has  for  ages  been  seized  with  eager  and  bloody  hands. 
We  have  labored  to  hold  up  to  unmeasured  reprobation, 
him  who  would  establish  an  empire  of  brute  force  over 
rational  beings.  We  have  labored  to  hold  forth,  as  the 
enemy  of  his  race,  the  man,  who,  in  any  way,  would  fet- 
ter the  human  mind,  and  subject  other  wills  to  his  own. 
In  a  word,  we  have  desired  to  awaken  others  and  our- 
selves, to  a  just  self-reverence,  to  the  free  use  and  ex- 
pansion of  our  highest  powers,  and  especially  to  that 
moral  force,  that  energy  of  holy,  virtuous  purpose,  with- 
out which  we  are  slaves  amidst  the  freest  institutions. 
Better  gifts  than  these  we  cannot  supplicate  from  God ; 
nor  can  we  consecrate  our  lives  to  nobler  acquisitions. 
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ON  THE  CHARACTER  AND  WRITIN6S 


FENELON. 


Selectiom  from  the  Writings  of  Fenehn ;  voith  an  J^ppeneHxy  coataimng  a 
Memoir  of  kU  Life,  By  a  Lady.  Boston.  HUliard,  Gray,  Ldhle, 
and  Wilkins.    18S9.  13mo.  pp.  SSS. 

We  perform  a  very  gratifying  duty,  in  introducing 
and  recommending  to  our  readers  the  book  which  stands 
at  the  head  of  this  article.  An  attractive  and  quicken- 
ing work  cm  practical  religion  we  regard  as  a  valuable 
accession  to  our  literature.  Indeed  anything  written 
with  power  on  christian  morals  and  theology  is  most 
welcome.  It  is  too  true,  and  a  sad  truth,  that  religious 
books  are  preeminently  dull.  If  we  wished  to  impov- 
erish a  man's  intellect,  we  could  devise  few  means  more 
effectual,  than  to  confine  him  to  what  is  called  a  course 
of  theological  reading.  The  very  subject,  to  which, 
above  all  others,  the  writer  should  bring  his  whole 
strength  of  thought  and  feeling,  which  allies  itself  to 
our  noblest  faculties,  to  which  reason,  imagination,  taste, 
and  genius  should  consecrate  their  noblest  efforts,  is  of 
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all  subjects  treated  most  weakly,  tamely,  and  with  least 
attraction.  Of  course  there  are  splendid  exceptions, 
but  we  speak  of  the  immense  majority  of  theological 
books.  It  is  wonderful  how  men  can  think  and  write 
upon  religion  to  so  little  effect.  That  a  theme  so  vast, 
so  sublime  as  Christianity,  embracing  God  and  man, 
earth  and  beaven,  time  and  eternity,  connected  inti- 
mately with  all  human  history,  deriving  lights  from  all 
human  experience,  admitting  application  to  the  whol^ 
of  human  life,  and  proposing  as  its  great  end  the  ever- 
lasting progress  of  the  soul — that  such  a  subject  should 
be  treated  so  monotonously  as  to  be  proverbially  dull, 
that  its  professed  explorers  should  be  able  to  plant  their 
footsteps  so  exactly  in  the  track  of  their  predecessors, 
that  the  boundlessness  of  the  field  should  so  seldom 
tempt  an  adventurous  spirit  from  the  beaten  way,  is 
wonderful,  and  might  seem  a  miracle  to  a  man  unac- 
quainted with  the  vassalage  which  has  broken  down  the 
mind  in  the  department  of  religion.  It  is  true,  that 
those  who  write  on  this  topic  are  accustomed  to  call 
it  sublime ;  but  they  make  its  sublimity  cold  and  barren, 
like  that  of  mountain  tops  wrapped  in  everlasting  snows. 
We  write  this,  not  in  severity,  but  in  sorrow  of  heart ; 
for  we  despair  of  any  great  progress  of  the  human 
character  or  of  society,  until  the  energies  of  the  mind 
shall  be  bent,  as  they  seldom  have  been,  on  those  most 
important  subjects  and  interests  of  the  human  mind, 
mcNrals  and  religion. 

As  a  striking  proof  of  the  poverty  of  religious  litera- 
ture, and  of  the  general  barrenness  of  the  intellect  when 
employed  in  this  field,  we  may  refer  to  the  small  amount 
of  original  and  productive  thought  in  the  English  church 
since  the  days  of  Barrow  and  Taylor.     Could  our  voice 
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be  heard  in  England,  we  would  ask  impartial  and  gifted 
men,  more  familiar  with  their  country's  history  than 
ourselves,  to  solve  the  problem,  how  a  Protestant  Es- 
tablishment, so  munificently  endowed  with  the  means 
of  improvement,  should  have  done  so  little,  in  so  long  a 
period,  for  Christianity,  should  have  produced  so  few 
books  to  interest  the  higher  order  of  minds.  Let  not 
these  remarks  be  misunderstood,  as  if  we  were  wanting 
in  respect  and  gratitude  to  a  church,  which,  with  all  its 
defects,  has  been  the  bulwark  of  Protestantism,  which 
has  been  illustrated  by  the  piety  and  virtues  of  such 
men  as  Bishops  Wilson,  Berkeley,  and  Heber,  and  in 
which  have  sprung  up  so  many  institytions,  consecrated 
to  humanity,  and  to  the  diffusion  of  the  christian  faith. 
We  mean  not  to  deny  it  the  honor  of  having  fostered 
talent  in  various  forms  and  directions.  Among  the  En- 
glish clergy  we  find  profound  and  elegant  scholars ;  we 
find  the  names  of  those  giants  in  ancient  learning.  Bent- 
ley  and  Parr,  and  a  crowd  of  proficients  in  polite  litera- 
ture, of  whom  Hurd  and  Jortin  are  honorable  repre- 
sentatives. We  speak  only  of  the  deficiency  of  their 
contributions  to  moral  and  religious  science.  With  the 
exception  of  Clarke  and  Butler,  we  could  not  easily 
name  any  of  theb  Establishment,  since  the  time  above 
specified,  who  have  decidedly  carried  forward  the  human 
intellect.  The  latter  of  these  is  indeed  a  great  name, 
notwithstanding  the  alleged  obscurities  of  his  style,  and 
worthy  to  be  enrolled  among  the  master  spirits  of  the 
human  race.  In  regard  to  commentators,  whose  func- 
tion, as  commonly  executed,  holds  a  second  rank  in  the- 
ology, the  English  church,  since  the  time  of  Hammond, 
has  produced  none  of  much  value,  except  Bishop  Pearce. 
We  presume  that  she  will  not  lay  claim  to  the  heretical 
Locke,  who  carried  into  the  interpretation  of  the  scrip- 
15 
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tures  the  same  force  of  thought,  as  into  the  philosophy 
of  the  mind  ;  or  to  Whitby,  whose  strenuous  Arminian- 
ism,  as  Orthodoxy  would  reproachingly  say,  tapered  off" 
into  that  most  suspicious  form  of  Christianity,  Unitari- 
anism.  We  have  not  jet  named  two  of  the  most  illus- 
trious intellectual  chiefs  of  the  church,  Warburton  and 
Horsley.  Their  great  powers  we  most  readily  own; 
but  Warburton  is  generally  acknowledged  to  have  wast- 
ed his  mind,  and  has  left  no  impression  of  himself  on 
later  times;  whilst  Horsley,  though  he  has  given  us 
striking,  if  not  judicious,  sermons,  in  a  style  of  unusual 
vigor,  cannot  be -said  to  have  communicated,  in  any  re- 
spect, a  new  impulse  to  thought,  and  in  biblical  criti- 
cism, to  which  he  was  zealously  devoted,  he  is  one  of 
the  last  authorities  on  which  a  sound  mind  would  lean. 
To  Bishops  Lowth  and  Sherlock  we  cheerfully  acknow- 
ledge our  obligations ;  and  we  question  whether  the  lat- 
ter has  even  yet  received  his  due  praise.  We  have  not 
forgotten,  though  we  have  not  named,  Tillotson,  Seeker, 
and  Porteus.  They  are  all  worthy  of  remembrance, 
especially  Seeker,  the  clear  and  wise  expounder  of  chris- 
tian ethics ;  but  they  added  little  or  nothing  to  the  stock 
which  they  received.  It  may  be  thought,  that  we  have 
not  been  just  to  the  Establishment,  in  pjissmg  over  Paley. 
He  has  our  sincere  admiration.  On  one  great  topic, 
which  indeed  has  been  worthily  treated  by  many  of  the  ' 
clergy,  we  mean  that  of  christian  evidence,  he  has  shed 
new  light.  By  felicity  of  arrangement  and  illustration, 
he  has  given  an  air  of  novelty  to  old  arguments,  whilst 
he  has  strengthened  his  cause  by  important  original 
proofs.  His  HortB  Paulince  is  one  of  the  few  books 
destined  to  live.  Paley  saw  what  he  did  see,  through 
an  atmosphere  of  light.  He  seized  on  the  strong  points 
of  his  subject  with  an  intuitive  sagacity,  and  has  given 
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his  clear,  bright  thoughts,  in  a  style  which  has  made 
them  the  property  of  his  readers  almost  as  perfectly  as 
ihey  were  his  own.  In  what^  then  did  he  fail  ?  We 
have  said,  that  he  was  characterized  by  the  distinctness 
of  his  vision.  He  was  not,  we  think,  equally  remarka- 
ble for  its  extent.  He  was  popular,  rather  than  philo- 
sophical. He  was  deficient  in  that  intellectual  thirst, 
which  is  a  chief  clement  of  the  philosophical  spirit.  He 
had  no  irrepressible  desire  to  sound  the  depths  of  his 
own  nature,  or  to  ascend  to  wide  and  all-reconciling 
views  of  the  works  and  ways  of  God.  Moral  philoso- 
phy he  carried  backward,  nor  had  he  higher  claims  hi 
religious,  than  in  ethical  science.  His  sermons  are 
worthy  of  all  praise,  not  indeed  for  their  power  over 
the  heart,  but  for  their  plain  and  strong  expositions  of 
duty,  and  their  awakening  appeals  to  the  conscience. 

We  leave  this  topic  with  observing,  that  in  the  noblest 
branch  of  history,  we  mean  christian  or  ecclesiastical 
history,  the  English  church  has  not  furnished  a  single 
distinguished  name.  We  have  one  mournful  and  de- 
cisive proof  of  this  deficiency.  The  vast  magoTity  of 
English  readers  learn  what  they  know  of  the  progress 
and  fortunes  of  their  religion,  from  its  foe  and  insulter, 
from  Gibbon,  the  apostle  of  unbelief.  The  hist(Mry  of 
Christianity,  the  most  important  and  sublime  theme  in 
this  province  of  literature,  has  as  yet  foond  no  writer 
to  do  it  justice,  none  to  be  compared  with  the  great 
names  in  civil  history.  The  mightiest  revolution  in  the 
records  of  our  race  remains  to  be  worthily  told.  We 
doubt  indeed,  whether  the  true  character,  style,  and  ex- 
tent of  the  work  which  is  needed,  are  as  yet  compre- 
hended. That  the  same  rigorous  impartiality,  the  same 
spirit  of  philosophical  research  into  causes  and  effects, 
is  to  be  carried  into  religious  as  into  civil  history,  is  im- 
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perfectly  understood.  The  records  of  particular  sects 
and  churches,  instead  of  exhausting  this  great  subject, 
are  perhaps  subordinate  parts.  We  want  to  know  the 
great  conflict  between  Christianity  and  Heathenism, 
and  the  action  and  reaction  of  these  systems  on  one 
another.  We  want  to  know  the  influenced  of  Christi- 
anity on  society,  politics,  manners,  philosophy,  and  lite- 
rature, and  the  modifications  which  it  has  received  in 
return  from  all  these  mighty  agents.  We  know  not 
where  history  can  find  a  nobler  field  for  its  graphic 
powers,  than  in  the  chivalrous  ages  of  Christianity  ;  nor 
can  it  find  in  its  whole  range  over  the  past,  a  subject 
so  fitted,  as  the  spread  and  fortunes  of  this  religion,  to 
its  great  end,  which  is,  to  throw  light  on  the  nature 
and  powers  of  man,  and  to  carry  us  deep  into  the  human 
soul.  When  is  this  greatest  and  most  lamentable  chasm 
in  our  literature  to  be  supplied  ? 

We  have  cited  the  English  church  as  a  proof  of  the 
unproductiveness  of  the  intellect  in  religion,  and  of  the 
barrenness  of  theolc^ical  literature.  Had  we  time,  we 
might  find  corroborations  in  other  sects.  In  truth  a 
paralysing  influence  has  been  working  mightily  for  ages 
in  the  christian  world,  and  we  ought  not  to  wonder  at 
its  results.  Free  action  has  been  denied  to  the  mind, 
and  freedom  is  an  essential  condition  of  growth  and 
power.  A  fettered  limb  moves  slowly  and  operates 
feebly.  The  spirit  pines  away  in  a  prison ;  and  yet  to 
rear  prison  walls  round  the  mind  has  been  the  chief  toil 
of  ages.  The  mischiefs  of  this  intellectual  bondage, 
are  as  yet,  we  conceive,  but  imperfectly  known,  and 
need  to  be  set  forth  with  a  new  eloquence.  If,  as  we 
believe,  progress  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  soul  and 
the  very  aim  of  its  creation,  then  no  wrong  can  be 
inflicted  on  it  so  grievous,  as  to  bind  it  down  everlast- 
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ingly  to  a  fixed,  unvarying  creed,  especially  if  this  creed 
was  framed  in  an  age  of  darkness,  crime,  and  political 
and  religious  strife.  This  tyranny  is  preeminently 
treason  against  human  nature.  If  growth  be  the  su- 
preme law  and  purpose  of  the  mind,  then  the  very  truth 
which  was  suited  to  one  age,  may,  if  made  the  limit  of 
future  ones,  become  a  positive  evil ;  just  as  the  garment 
in  which  childhood  sports  with  ease  and  joy,  would  irri- 
tate and  deform  the  enlarging  frame.  God,  having 
framed  the  soul  for  expansion,  has  placed  it  in  the  midst 
of  an  unlimited  universe  to  receive  fresh  impulses  and 
impressions  without  end  ;  and  man,  ^  dressed  in  a  little 
brief  authority,'  would  sever  it  from  this  sublime  con- 
nexion, and  would  shape  it  after  his  own  ignorance  or 
narrow  views.  The  effects  are  as  necessary  as  they  are 
mournful.  The  mind,  in  proportion  as  it  is  cut  off  from 
free  9ommunication  with  nature,  with  revelation,  with 
God,  with  itself,  loses  its  life,  just  as  the  body  droops, 
when  debarred  from  the  fresh  air  and  the  cheering  light 
of  heaven.  Its  vision  is  contracted,  its  energies  blight- 
ed, its  movement  constrained.  It  finds  health  only  in 
action.  It  is  perfect,  only  in  as  far  as  it  is  self-formed. 
— Let  us  not  be  misapprehended.  We  mean  not  to 
deny  that  the  mind  needs  the  aid  of  human  instruction, 
from  the  cradle  to  the  grave ;  but  this  it  needs  as  a  ma- 
terial to  act  upon,  and  not  as  a  lesson  to  be  mechanically 
learned.  The  great  aim  of  instruction  should  be  to  give 
the  mind  the  consciousness  and  free  use  of  its  own 
powers.  The  less  of  instruction  the  better,  if  it  only 
propose  to  engender  a  slavish  dependence  and  an  inert 
faith.  The  soul  often  owes  its  best  acquisitions  to  it- 
self. They  come  to  it  from  glimpses  of  its  own  nature 
which  it  cannot  trace  to  human  teaching,  from  the 
whispers  of  a  diyine  voice,  from  stirrings  and  aspirations 
16* 
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of  its  own  unfolding  and  unbounded  energies,  from  the 
indistinct  dawning  of  new  truths,  or  from  the  sudden 
brightening  of  old  truths,  which,  if  loft  to  act  freely, 
work  a  mighty  revolution  within*  Against  these  inspi- 
rations, if  so  they  may  be  called,  which  belong  to  the 
individual,  and  which  are  perpetually  bursting  the  limits 
of  received  ideas,  the  spirit  of  religious  tjTranny  wages 
its  chief  and  most  unrelenting  war.  It  dreads  nothing 
so  much  as  a  mind,  in  which  these  diviner  motions 
manifest  themselves  in  power.  That  it  should,  have  so 
succeeded  in  checking  and  stifling  them,  is  one  of  the 
very  mournful  reflections  forced  on  us  by  human  history. 
We  have  here  one  great  cause  of  the  sterility  of  theo- 
logical literature.  Religion,  by  being  imposed  as  a 
yoke,  has  subdued  the  faculties,  which  it  was  meant  to 
quicken ;  and,  what  is  most  worthy  of  remark,  like  all 
other  yokes,  it  has  often  excited  a  mad  resistance, 
which  has  sought  compensation  for  past  restraints  in 
licentiousness,  and  disgraced  the  holy  name  of  freedom, 
by  attaching  it  to  impiety  and  shameless  excess. 

A  great  subject  has  led  us  far  from  our  author.  We 
return  to  him  with  pleasure.  We  welcome,  as  we  have 
said,  a  book  from  Fenelon ;  and  we  do  so  because,  if 
not  a  profound,  he  was  an  original  thinker,  and  because, 
though  a  Catholic,  he  was  essentially  free.  He  wrote 
from  his  own  mind,  and  seldom  has  a  purer  mind  taber- 
nacled in  flesh.  He  professed  to  believe  in  an  infallible 
church ;  but  he  listened  habitually  to  the  voice  of  God 
within  him,  and  speaks  of  this  in  language  so  strong, 
as  to  have  given  the  Quakers  some  plea  for  ranking  him 
among  themselves.  So  little  did  he  confine  himself  to 
established  notions,  that  he  drew  upon  himself  the  cen- 
sures of  his  church,  and,  like  some  other  Christians 
whom  we  could  name,  has  ever  been  charged  with^a 
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refined  Deism.  His  works  have  the  great  charm  of 
coming  fresh  from  the  soul.  He  wrote  from  experience, 
and  hence,  though  he  often  speaks  a  language  which 
must  seem  almost  a  foreign  one  to  men  of  the  world, 
yet  he  always  speaks  in  a  tone  of  reality.  That  he  has 
excesses  we  mean  not  to  deny  ;  but  they  are  of  a  kind 
which  we  regard  with  more  than  indulgence,  almost 
with  admiration.  Common  fanaticism  we  cannot  away 
with ;  for  it  is  essentially  vulgar,  the  working  of  animal 
passions,  sometimes  of  sexual  love,  and  oftener  of  earth- 
ly ambition.  But  when  a  pure  mind  errs,  by  aspiring 
after  a  disinterestedness  and  purity  not  granted  to  our 
present  infant  state,  we  almost  reverence  its  errors ; 
and  still  more,  we  recognise  in  them  an  essential  truth. 
They  only  anticipate  and  claim  too  speedily  the  good 
for  which  man  was  made.  They  are  the  misapprehen- 
sions of  the  inspired  prophet,  who  hopes  to  see  in  his 
own  day,  what  he  was  appointed  to  promise  to  remoter 
ages. 

Fenelon  saw  far  into  the  human  heart,  and  especially 
into  the  lurkings  of  self-love.  He  looked  with  a  pierc- 
ing eye  through  the  disguises  of  sin.  But  he  knew  sin, 
not,  as  most  men  do,  by  bitter  experience  of  its  power, 
so  much  as  by  his  knowledge  and  experience  of  virtue. 
Deformity  was  revealed  to  him  by  his  refined  percep- 
tions and  intense  love  of  moral  beauty.  The  light, 
which  he  carried  with  him  into  the  dark  comers  of  the 
human  heart,  and  by  which  he  laid  open  its  most  hidden 
guilt,  was  that  of  celestial  goodness.  Hence,  though 
the  severest  of  censors,  he  is  the  most  pitying.  Not  a 
tone  of  asperity  escapes  him.  He  looks  on  human  error 
with  an  angePs  tenderness,  with  tears  which  an  angel 
might  shed,  and  thus  reconciles  and  binds  us  to  our  race, 
at  the  very  moment  of  revealing  its  corruptions. 
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That  Fenelon's  views  of  human  nature  were  dark,  too 
dark,  we  learn  from  almost  every  page  of  his  writings; 
and  at  this  we  cannot  wonder.  He  was  early  thrown 
into  the  very  court,  from  which  Rochefoucauld  drew 
his  celebrated  Maxims,  perhaps  the  spot,  above  all  oth- 
er^ on  the  face  of  the  earth,  distinguished  and  disgraced 
by  selfishness,  hypocrisy,  and  intrigue.  When  we  think 
of  Fenelon  in  the  palace  of  Louis  XIV.,  it  reminds  us 
of  a  seraph  sent  on  a  divine  commission  into  the  abodes 
of  the  lost ;  and  when  we  recollect  that  in  th^t  atmos- 
phere he  composed  his  Tclemachus,  we  doubt  whether 
the  records  of  the  world  furnish  stronger  evidence  of  the 
power  of  a  divine  virtue,  to  turn  temptation  into  glory 
and  strength,  and  to  make  even  crowned  and  prosperous 
vice  a  means  of  triumph  and  exaltation. — Another  cause 
of  Fenelon's  unjust  views  of  human  life,  may  be  found, 
we  think,  in  his  profession.  All  professions  tend  to 
narrow  and  obscure  the  intellect,  and  none  more  than 
that  of  a  priest.  We  know  not  indeed  a  nobler  or  more 
useful  function  than  that  of  the  christian  minister ;  but 
superstitious  notions  and  an  imagined  sanctity,  have 
severed  him  more  or  less  from  his  race,  especially  in  a 
church  which  dooms  him  to  celibacy,  and  from  this  un- 
natural, insulated  position,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
judge  justly  of  his  kind. — We  think  too,  that  Fenelon 
was  led  astray  by  a  very  common  error  of  exalted  minds. 
He  applied  too  rigorous  and  unvarying  a  standard  to  the 
multitude.  He  leaned  to  the  error  of  expecting  the 
strength  of  manhood  in  the  child,  the  harvest  in  seed- 
time. On  this  subject,  above  all  others,  we  feel  that 
we  should  speak  cautiously.  We  know  that  there  is  a 
lenity  towards  human  deficiencies  full  of  danger ;  but 
there  is,  too,  a  severity  far  more  common,  and  perhaps 
more  ruinous.     Human  nature,  as  ordinarily  exhibited. 
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merits  rebuke ;  but  whaever  considers  the  sore  trials, 
the  thick  darkness,  the  impetuous  will,  the  strong  pas- 
sions, under  which  man  commences  his  moral  probation, 
will  temper  rebuke  with  pity  and  hope.     There  is  a  wis- 
dom, perhaps  the  rarest  and  §ublimest  attainment  of  the 
intellect,  which  is  at  once  liberal  and  severe,  indulgent 
and  unbending;  which  makes  merciful  and  equitable 
allowance  for  the  innocent  infirmities,  the  necessary 
errors,  the  obstructions  and  temptations  of  human  be- 
mgs,  and  at  the  same  time  asserts  the  majesty  of  virtue, 
strengthens  the  sense  of  accountableness,  binds  on  us 
self-denial,  and  points  upward,  with  a  never  ceasing  im- 
portunity, to  moral  perfection  a§  the  great  aim  and  only 
happiness  of  the  human  soul.     We  will  not  say  that 
Fenelon  was  a  stranger  to  this  broad,  comprehensive 
wisdom,  but  we  cannot  name  it  as  his  chief  distinction. 
We  have  said  that  we  welcome  the  book  under  con- 
sideration, because  it  came  from  so  pure  and  gifted  a 
mind.     We  add,  that  we  do  not  welcome  it  the  less 
for  coming  from  a  Catholic.     Perhaps  we  prize  it  the 
more ;  for  we  wish  that  Protestantism  may  grow  wiser 
and  more  tolerant,  and  we  know  not  a  better  teacher  of 
these  lessons  than  the  character  of  Fenelon.     Such  a 
man  is  enough  to  place  within  the  pale  of  our  charity, 
the  whole  body  to  which  he  belonged.     His  virtue  is 
broad  enough  to  shield  his  whole  church  from  that  un- 
measured, undistinguishing  reprobation,  with  which  Pro- 
testant zeal  has  too  often  assailed  it.     Whoever  remem- 
bers, that  the  Catholic  communion  numbers  in  its  ranks 
more  than  one  hundred  millions  of  souls,  probably  more 
than  all  other  christian  churches  together,  must  shudder 
at  the  sentence  of  proscription,  which  has  sometimes 
been  passed  on  this  immense  portion  of  human  beings. 
It  IS  time  that  greater  justice  were  done  to  this  ancient 
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aod  wide  spread  commonity.  The  Catholic  church  has 
produced  some  of  the  greatest  and  best  men  that  ever 
lived,  and  this  is  proof  enough  of  its  possessing  all  the 
means  of  salvation.  Who,  that  hears  the  tone  of  coU'^ 
tempt,  in  which  it  is  sometimes  named,  would  susped 
that  Charlemagne,  Alfred,  Raphael,  Michael  Angelo, 
Tasso,  Bossi]^t,  Pascal,  Des  Cartes,  were  Catholics  ? 
Some  of  the  greatest  names  in  arts  and  arms,  on  the 
throne  and  in  the  pulpit,  were  worn  by  Catholics.  To 
come  down  to  our  own  times,  has  not  the  metropcdis  of 
New  England  witnessed  a  sublime  example  of  christian 
virtue  in  a  Catholic  bishop  ?  Who,  among  our  religious 
teachers,  would  solicit  a  comparison  between  himself 
and  the  devoted  Cheverus?  This  good  man,  whose 
virtues  and  talents  Lave  now  raised  him  to  high  digni- 
ties in  church  and  state,  who  now  wears  in  his  own 
country  the  joint  honors  of  an  archbishop  and  a  peer, 
lived  in  the  midst  of  us,  devoting  his  days  and  nights, 
and  his  whole  heart,  to  the  service  of  a  poor  and  unedu- 
cated congregation.  We  saw  him  declining,  in  a  great 
degree,  the  society  of  the  cultivated  and  refined,  that 
he' might  be  the  friend  of  the  ignorant  and  friendless; 
leaving  the  circles  of  polished  life,  which  he  would  have 
graced,  for  the  meanest  hovels ;  bearing,  with  a  father's 
sympathy,  the,  burdens  and  sorrows  of  his  large  spiritual 
family;  charging  himself  alike  with  their  temporal  and 
spiritual  concerns ;  and  never  discovering,  by  the  faint- 
est indication,  that  he  felt  his  fine  mind  degraded  by 
his  seemingly  humble  office.  This  good  man,  bent  on 
his  errands  of  mercy,  was  seen  in, our  streets  under  the 
most  burning  sun  of  summer,  and  the  fiercest  storms  of 
winter,  as  if  armed  against  the  elements  by  the  power 
of  charity.  He  has  left  us,  but  not  to  be  forgotten. 
He  enjoys  among  us  what  to  such  a  man  must  be  dearer 
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than  fame.  His  name  is  cherished  where  the  great  of 
this  world  are  unknown.  It  is  pronounced  with  bles* 
sings,  with  grateful  tears,  witb  sighs  for  his  return,  in 
many  an  abode  of  sorrow  and  want ;  and  how  can  We 
shut  our  hearts  against  this  proof  of  the  power  of  the 
Catholic  religion  to  form  good  and  great  men  P 

These  remarks,  we  trust,  will  not  be  perverted. 
None  will  suspect  us  of  Catholic  partialities.  Of  all 
Protestants,  we  have  fewest  sympathies  with  the  Rom- 
bh  church.  We  go  farther  than  our  brethren,  in  reject- 
ing her  mysteries,  those  monuments  of  human  weak- 
ness ;  and  as  to  her  claims  to  infallibility,  we  repel  them 
with  an  indignation^  not  to  be  understood  by  sects,  which, 
calling  themselves  Protestant,  renounce  in  words,  but 
assert  in  practice,  a  Popish  immunity  fronr  error,  a  Po- 
pish control  over  the  faith  of  their  brethren.  To  us, 
the  spiritual  tyranny  of  Popery  is  as  detestable  as  ori- 
ental despotism.  When  we  look  back  on  the  history 
of  Papal  Rome,  we  see  her,  in  the  days  of  her  power,  , 
Gained  with  the  blood  of  martyrs,  gorged  with  rapine, 
drunk  with  luxury  and  crime.  But  what  then  ?  Is  it 
righteous  to  involve  a  whole  church  in  guilt,  which,  af- 
ter all,  belongs  to  a  powerful  few  ?  Is  it  righteous  to 
forget,  that  Protestantism  too  has  blood  on  her  robes  ? 
Is  it  righteous  to  forget,  that  Time,  the  greatest  of  re- 
formers, has  exerted  his  silent,  purifying  power  on  the 
Catholic  as  well  as  on  ourselves  ?  Shall  we  refuse  to 
see,  and  to  own  with  joy,  that  Christianity,  even  under 
Papal  corruptions,  puts  forth  a  divine  power  ?  that  men 
cannot  wholly  spoil  it  of  its  celestial  efficacy?  that,  even 
nnder  its  most  disastrous  eclipse,  it  still  sheds  beam»  to 
guide  the  soul  to  heaven  ?  that  there  exists  in  human 
nature,  when  loyal  to  conscience,  a  power  to  neutralize 
error,  and  to  select  and  incorporate  with  itself  what  i« 
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pure  and  ennobling  in  the  most  incongruous  system  ? 
Shall  we  shut  our  eyes  on  the  feet,  that  among  the  clergy 
of  the  Romish  church  have  risen  up  illustrious  imitators 
of  that  magnanimous  apostle,  before  whom  Felix  trem- 
bled ;  men,  who,  in  the  presence  of  nobles  and  kings, 
have  bowed  to  God  alone,  have  challenged  for  his  law 
uncompromising  homage,  and  rebuked  in  virtue's  own 
undaunted  tone  triumphant  guilt  ?  Shall  we  shut  our 
eyes  on  the  fact,  that  from  the  bosom  of  this  corrupt 
church,  have  gone  forth  missionaries  to  the  east  and  the 
west,  whose  toils  and  martyrdom  will  not  be  dimmed 
by  comparison  with  what  is  most  splendid  in  Protes- 
tant self-sacrifice  ?  We  repeat  it,  not  boastingly,  but 
from  deep  conviction,  that  we  are  exceeded  by  no  sect 
in  earnestness  of  desire  for  the  subversion  of  the  usurp- 
ed power  of  the  Catholic  church,  of  its  false  doctrines, 
and  of  its  childish  ceremonies  so  often  substituted  for 
inward  virtue.  We  believe  that  these  have  wrought, 
and  still  work  great  evil.  Still  we  see  and  delight  to 
see,  among  those  who  adhere  to  them,  the  best  attri- 
butes of  men  and  Christians.  Still  we  are  accustomed 
to  refresh  our  piety  by  books  which  Catholics  have 
written.  Still  we  find  one  of  our  highest  gratifications 
in  those  works  of  art,  in  which  Catholic  genius  has  em- 
bodied its  sublime  and  touching  conceptions  of  the  form 
and  countenance  of  Jesus,  has  made  us  awed  witnesses 
of  his  miracles  and  cross,  companions  of  his  apostles, 
and  admirers,  with  a  tender  reverence,  of  the  meek, 
celestial  beauty  of  his  sainted  mother.  With  these  im- 
pressions, and  this  experience,  we  cannot  but  lift  up 
our  voices  against  Protestant  as  well  as  Papall  intoler- 
ance. We  would  purify  Protestantism  from  the  worst 
stain  and  crime  of  Rome,  her  cruel  bigotry,  her  nefari- 
ous spirit  of  exclusion. 
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It  would  give  us  pleasure  to  enlarge  on  the  character 
of  Fenelon,  had  we  not  proposed  to  ourselves  another 
and  still  more  important  object  in  this  review.  But,  in 
truth,  this  grateful  duty  has  been  so  faithfully  perform- 
ed in  the  Memoir  added  to  the  Selections,  that  our 
readers  will  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  our  declining 
it.  This  sketch  of  Fenelon  overflows  with  fervent  yet 
discriminating  admiration,  and  gives  utterance  to  afiec- 
tionate  reverence,  with  a  calmness  which  wins  our  con- 
fidence. It  is  not  easy  to  make  extracts  where  the 
whole  is  so  interesting.  But  as  some  of  our  readers 
may  know  Fenelon  only  by  name,  and  as  we  wish  all 
to  know  and  love  him,  we  insert  a  few  passages. 

'  Fenelon,  bj  miziog  with  all  ranks  and  conditions,  by  ai^eiating 
with  the  unfortunate  and  the  sorrowful,  by  assisting  the  weak,  and 
by  that  union  of  mildness,  of  energy,  and  of  benevolence,  which 
adapts  itself  to  every  character,  and  to  every  situation,  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  the  moral  and  physical  ills  which  afflict  human  nature. 
It  was  by  this  habitual  and  immediate  communication  with  all  classes 
of  society,  that  he  obtained  the  melancholy  conviction  of  the  mise- 
ries which  distress  the  greater  part  of  mankind  ;  and  to  the  profound 
impression  of  this  truth  through  his  whole  life,  we  must  ascribe  that 
tender  commiseration  for  the  unfortunate,  which  he  manifests  in  all 
his  writings,  and  which  he  displayed  still  more  powerfully  in  all  his 
actions.'  pp.  263,  4. 

'  In  the  course  of  his  walks,  he  would  oflen  join  the  peasants,  sit 
down  with  them  on  the  grass,  talk  with  them,  and  console  them. 
He  visitedl  them  in  their  cottages,  seated  himself  at  table  with  them, 
and  partook  of  their  humble  meals.  By  such  kindness  and  famili- 
arity, he  won  their  affections,  and  gained  access  to  their  minds.  As 
they  loved  him  as  a  father  and  friend,  they  delighted  to  listen  to  his 
instructions,  and  to  submit  to  his  guidance.  Long  after  his  death, 
the  old  people  who  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  him  on  these  occa- 
sions, spoke  of  him  with  the  noost  tender  reverence.  ^^  There,"  they 
would  say,  '^  is  the  chair  on  which  our  good  Archbishop  used  to  sit 
in  the  midst  of  us  ;  we  shall  see  him  no  more,"  and  then  their  tears 
would  flow. 
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^  The  diocese  of  Cambrai  was  often  the  theatre  of  war,  and  expe 
rienced  the  cruel  ravages  of  retreating  and  conquering  armies.  But 
an  extraordinary  respect  was  paid  to  Fenelon  by  the  invaders  of 
France.  The  English,  the  Germans,  and  the  Dutch,  rivalled  the 
inhabitants  of  Cambrai  in  their  veneration  for  the  Archbishop.  All 
distinctions  of  religion  and  sect,  all  feelings  of  hatred  and  jealousy 
that  divided  the  nations,  seemed  to  disappear  in  the  presence  of 
Fenelon.  Military  escorts  were  offered  him,  for  his  personal  secu- 
rity, but  these  he  declined,  and  traversed  the  countries  desolated  by 
war,  to  visit  his  flock,  trusting  in  the  protection  of  God.  In  these 
visits,  his  way  was  marked  by  alms  and  benefactioBB.  While  he 
was  among  them,  the  people  seemed  to  eiyoy  peace  in  the  midst  of 
war. 

^  He  brought  together  into  his  palace,  the  wretched  inhabitants 
of  the  country  whom  the  war  had  driven  from  their  homes,  and  took 
care  of  them,  and  fed  them  at  his  own  table.  Seeing  one  day  that 
one  of  these  peasants  ate  nothing,  he  asked  him  the  reason  of  his 
abstinence.  ^^  Alas  !  my  lord,"  said  the  poor  man,  ^^  in  making  my 
escape  from  my  cottage,  I  had  not  time  to  bring  off  my  cow,  which 
was  the  support  of  my  family.  The  enemy  will  drive  her  away,  and 
I  shall  never  find  another  so  good."  Fenelon,  availing  himself  of 
his  privilege  of  safe  conduct,  immediately  set  out  accompanied  by  a 
single  servant,  and  drove  the  cow  back  himself  to  the  peasant. 

^  "  This,"  said  Cardinal  Maury,  ''  is  perhi^  the  finest  act  of 
Fenelon's  life."  He  adds,  '^  Alas  !  for  the  man  who  reads  it  with- 
out being  affected."  Another  anecdote,  showing  his  tenderness  to 
the  poor,  is  thus  related  of  him.  A  literary  man,  whose  library  waa 
destroyed  by  fire,  has  been  deservedly  admired  for  saying, ''  I  should 
have  profited  but  little  by  my  books,  if  they  had  not  taught  me  how 
to  bear  the  loss  of  them."  The  remark  of  Fenelon,  who  lost  his  in 
a  similar  way,  is  still  more  simple  and  touching.  ^'  I  would  much 
rather  they  were  burnt,  than  the  cottage  of  a  poor  peasant." 

^  The  virtues  of  Fenelon  give  his  history  the  air  of  romance ;  but 
his  name  will  never  die.  Transports  of  joy  were  heard  at  Cambrai 
when  his  ashes  were  discovered,  which,  it  was  thought,  had  been 
scattered  by  the  tempest  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  to  this  moment  the 
Flemings  call  him  <<  The  Good  Archbishop."  '  pp.  274, 5. 

The  Memoir  closes  in  this  touching  strain ; — 

'When  we  speak  of  the  death  of  Fenelon,  we  realize  the  truth  of 
what  we  all  acknowledge,  though  few  feel,  that  the  good  man  never 
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dies ;  that^  to  use  the  words  of  one  of  our  eloquent  divines,  ^^  death 
was  but  a  circumstance  in  his  being."  We  may  saj,  as  we  read 
his  writings,  that  we  are  conscious  of  his  immortality;  he  is  with  us ; 
his  spirit  is  around  us  ;  it  enters  into  and  takes  possession  of  our 
souls.  He  is  at  this  time,  as  he  was  when  Ihring  in  his  diocese,  the 
familiar  friend  of  the  poor  and  the  sorrowful,  the  bold  reprover  of 
vice,  and  the  gentle  guide  of  the  wanderer  ;  he  still  says  to  all,  in 
the  words  of  his  Divine  Master,  "  Come  to  me,  all  ye  that  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest." 

^  In  the  houses  of  the  unlearned,  where  the  names  of  Louis  the 
Fourteenth  and  Boesuet  have  never  entered,  except  as  connected 
with  Fenelon's,  where  not  a  word  of  his  native  tongue  would  be  un* 
derstood,  his  spirit  has  entered  as  a  minister  of  love  and  wisdom, 
and  a  well-worn  translation  of  his  Reflections,  with  a  short  Memoir 
of  his  life,  is  laid  upon  the  precious  word  of  Grod.  What  has  thus 
immortalized  Fenelon  ?  For  what  is  he  thus  cherished  in  our 
hearts  ?  Is  it  his  l^^aming  ?  his  celebrity  ?  his  eloquence  ?  No 
It  is  the  spirit  of  Christian  love,  the  spirit  of  the  Saviour  of  mankind| 
that  b  poured  forth  from  all  his  writings  ;  of  that  love  that  conquers 
self,  that  binds  us  to  our  neighbour,  that  raises  us  to  God.  This  is 
Fenelon's  power,  it  is  this  that  touches  our  souls.  We  feel  that  he 
has  entered  into  the  full  meaning  of  that  subHme  passage  in  St 
John,  and  made  it  the  motto  of  h&  life.  ^^  Beloved,  let  us  love  one 
another  ;  for  love  is  of  God  ;  and  every  one  that  loveth,  is  bom  of 
God,  and  knoweth  God.  He  that  loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God  , 
for  God  is  love."  *  pp.    282,  3. 

The  translator  has  received  and  will  receive  the 
thanks  of  many  readers  for  giving  them  an  opportunity 
of  holding  communion  with  the  mind  of  Fenelon.  Her 
selections  are  judicious,  and  she  has  caught  much  of 
that  simplicity  which  is  the  charm  of  Fenelon's  style. 
A  want  of  coherence  in  the  thoughts  may  sometimes  be 
observed ;  and  this,  we  suppose,  is  to  be  tscribed  in 
part  to  the  author,  whose  writings  seem  to  be  natural 
breathings  of  the  soul,  rather  than  elaborate  works  of 
art ;  but  still  more  to  the  translator,  whose  delicate  task 
of  selecting  only  whpt  would  suit  and  edify  the  Protes- 
tant mind,  must  have  compelled  her  to  make  omissions 
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and  sudden  transitions,  not  very  favorable  to  order  and 
connexion. 

We  now  come  to  our  principal  object.  We  propose 
to  examine  the  most  distinguishing  views,  or  system  of 
Fenelon.  We  say,  his  *  system,'  for  though  he  seems 
to  write  from  immediate  impulse,  his  works  possess 
that  unity  which  belongs  to  the  productions  of  all  supe- 
rior minds.  However  he  may  appear  to  give  his 
thoughts  without  elaboration  or  method,  yet  one  spirit 
pervades  them.  We  hear  everywhere  the  same  mild 
and  penetrating  voice,  and  feel  ourselves  always  in  the 
presence  of  the  same  strongly  marked  mind.  What 
then  were  Fenelon's  most  characteristic  views? — It 
may  be  well  to  observe,  that  our  principal  aim  in  this 
inquiry,  is,  to  secure  our  readers  against  what  we  deem 
exceptionable  in  his  system.  We  believe,  as  we  have 
said,  that  he  is  not  free  from  excess.  He  is  sometimes 
unguarded,  sometimes  extravagant.  He  needs  to  be 
read  with  caution,  as  do  all  who  write  from  their  own 
deeply  excited  minds.  He  needs  to  be  received  with 
deductions  and  explanations,  and  to  frimish  these  is  our 
present  aim.  We  fear  that  the  very  excellences  of 
Fenelon  may  shield  his  errors.  Admiration  prepares 
the  mind  for  belief;  and  the  moral  and  religious  sensi- 
bility of  the  reader  may  lay  him  open  to  impressions, 
which,  whilst  they  leave  his  purity  unstained,  may  en- 
gender causeless  solicitudes,  and  repress  a  just  and 
cheerful  interest  in  the  ordinary  pleasures  and  labors  of 
life. 

What  then  are  Fenelon's  chafacteristic  views  ?  We 
begin  with  his  views  of  God,  which  very  much  deter- 
mine and  color  a  religious  system  ;  and  these  are  simple 
and  affecting.     He  seems  to  regard   God   but  in  one 
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light,  to  think  of  him  but  in  one  character.  God 
always  comes  to  him  as  the  father,  as  the  pitying  and 
purifying  friend,  of  the  soul.  This  spiritual  relation 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  is,  in  the  book  before  us,  his  all- 
comprehending,  all-absorbing  attribute.  Our  author 
constantly  sets  before  us  God  as  dwelling  in  the  human 
mind,  and  dwelling  there,  to  reprove  its  guilt,  to  speak  < 
to  it  with  a  still  voice,  to  kindle  a  celestial  ray  in  its 
darkness,  to  distil  upon  it  his  grace,  to  call  forth  its  love 
towards  himself,  and  to  bow  \t  by  a  gentle,  rational 
sway,  to  chosen,  cheerful,  entire,  subjection  to  his  pure 
and  righteous  will.  Fenelon  had  fully  received  the 
christian  doctrine  of  God*  He  believed  in  him  as  the 
Universal  Father,  as  loving  every  soul,  loving  the 
guiltiest  soul,  and  striving  with  it  to  reclaim  it  to  him- 
self. This  interest  of  the  Creator  in  the  lost  and 
darkened  mind,  is  the  thought  which  predominates  in 
the  writings  of  this  excellent  man.  God's  care  of  the 
outward  world,  of  men's  outward  interests,  of  the  con- 
cerns of  nations,  seems  scarcely  to  enter  his  mind.  It 
is  of  God,  present  to  the  soul,  as  a  reprover,  enlighten- 
er,  purifier,  and  guide  to  perfection,  that  he  loves  to 
speak,  and  he  speaks  with  a  depth  of  conviction  and 
tenderness,  to  which,  one  would  think,  every  reader 
must  respond. 

We  have  seen  the  predominant  view  of  the  Supreme 
Being  in  the  writings  which  we  are  examining.  He  is 
a  spiritual  father,  seeking  the  perfection  of  every  soul 
which  he  has  made. — ^Another  great  question,  carrying 
us  still  more  deeply  into  Fenelon's  mind,  now  presents 
itself.  In  what  did  he  suppose  this  perfection  of  the 
human  soul  to  consist  ?  His  views  on  this  subject  may 
be  expressed  in  two  words,  self-crucifixion  and  love  to 
God.  Through  these  human  perfection  is  to  be  sought. 
16* 
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In  these,  and  especially  in  the  last,  it  consists*  Accord- 
ing to  Fenelon,  we  are  placed  between  two  mighty  at- 
tractions, self  and  God ;  and  the  only  important  question 
for  every  human  being,  is,  to  which  of  these  hostile 
powders  he  will  determine  or  surrender  his  mind  ?  His 
phraseolc^  on  this  subject  is  various,  and  indeed  his 
writings  are, 'in  a  great  measure,  expansions  of  this 
single  view.  He  lays  open  the  perpetual  collisions  be- 
tween the  principle  of  selfishness  and  the  principle  of 
religious  love,  and  calls  us  with  his  whole  strength  of 
persuasion,  to  sacrifice  the  first,  to  cherish  and  enthrone 
the  last.  This  is  his  great  aim.  This  he  urges  in  a 
diversity  of  forms,  some  of  which  may  be  repeated,  as 
helps  to  a  better  apprehension  of  his  doctrine.  Thus 
he  callls  us  *  to  die  to  ourselves,  and  to  live  to  Grod ;' — 
*  to  renounce  our  own  wills  and  to  choose  the  will  of 
God  as  our  only  rule  ;' — *  to  renounce  our  own  glory 
and  to  seek  the  glory  of  God ;' — *  to  distrust  ourselves 
and  to  put  our  whole  trust  in  God ;' — *  to  forget  our- 
selves and  to  give  our  thoughts  to  God ;' — *  to  renounce 
ease  and  to  labor  for  God  ;'-r-*  to  sacrifice  pleasure  and 
to  suffer  for  God  ;'-^^  to  silence  our  own  passions  and 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  God ;' — *  to  crucify  self-love, 
and  to  substitute  for  it  the  love  of  God ;' — *  to  surrender 
our  plans  and  to  leave  all  things  to  God.'  These  pas- 
sages give  us  Fenelon's  theory  of  perfection.  Self,  as 
he  teaches,  is  the  great  barrier  between  the  soul  and  its 
Maker,  and  self  is  to  vanish  more  and  more  from  our 
thoughts,  desires,  hopes,  trust,  and  complacency,  and 
God  to  become  all  in  all.  Our  own  interests,  pleasures, 
plans,  advancement,  all  are  to  be  swallowed  up  in  an 
entire  and  unreserved  devotion  to  the  will  of  God* 

Such  is  the  doctrine  of  Fenelon,  and  it  is  essentially 
just.     Self-crucifixion  or  self-sacrifice,  and  love  to  God 
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including  lore  to  his  creatures,  are  the  chief  elements 
of  moral  perfection.  The  pure  and  noble  mind  of  Fen- 
elon  recognised  as  by  instinct,  and  separated  from  all 
inferior  adjuncts,  these  essential  constituents  or  attri* 
butes  of  christian  virtue ;  and  there  are  passages  in 
which  he  sets  before  us  their  deep  and  silent  workings 
in  the  heart,  and  their  beautiful  manifestations  in  the 
life,  with  a  delicacy,  power,  and  truth,  which  can  hard- 
ly be  surpassed. 

Still  we  think  that  Fenelon's  exposition  of  his  views 
is  open  to  objection.  We  think  that  his  phraseology, 
notwithstanding  its  apparent  simplicity,  is  often  obscure; 
that  he  has  not  set  the  due  bounds  to  his  doctrines ;  and 
especially  that  refined  minds,  thirsting  for  perfection, 
may  be  led  astray  by  his  peculiar  mode  of  exhibiting  it. 
Our  objections  we  will  now  state  more  fully. 

We  have  said  that  self-crucifixion  and  love  to  God 
are,  in  Fenelon's  system,  the  two  chief  constituents  or 
elements  of  virtue  and  perfection.  To  these  we  will 
give  separate  attention,  although  in  truth  they  often 
coalesce,  and  always  imply  one  another.  We  begin 
with  self-crucifixion,  or  what  is  often  called  self-sacri- 
fice, and  on  this  we  chiefly  differ  from  the  expositions 
of  our  author.  Perhaps  the  word  self  occurs  more  fre- 
quently than  any  other  in  Fenelon's  writings,  and  he  is 
particularly  inclined  to  place  it  in  contrast  with  and  in 
opposition  to  God.  According  to  his  common  teaching, 
God  and  self  are  hostile  influences,  having  nothing  in 
common;  the  one,  the  concentration  of  all  evil,  the 
other  of  all  good.  Self  is  the  principle  and  the  seat  of 
all  guilt  and  misery.  He  is  never  weary  of  pouring  re- 
proach on  self,  and,  generally  speaking,  sets  no  limits 
to  the  duty  of  putting  it  to  a  painful  death.  Now  lan- 
guage like  this  has  led  men  to  very  injurious  modes  of 
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regarding  themselves  and  their  own  nature,  and  made 
them  forgetful  of  what  they  owe  to  themselves.  It  has 
thrown  a  cloud  over  man's  condition  and  prospects*  It 
has  led  to  self-contempt,  a  vice  as  pernicious  as  pride. 
A  man,  when  told  perpetually  to  crucify  himself^  is  apt 
to  include  under  this  word  his  whole  nature,  and  we 
fear  that,  under  this  teaching,  our  nature  is  repressed, 
its  growth  stinted,  its  free  movements  chained,  and  of 
course  its  beauty,  grace,  and  power  impaired.  We 
mean  not  to  charge  on  Fenelon  the  error  of  which  we 
have  spoken,  or  to  hold  him  responsible  for  its  effects. 
But  we  do  think  that  it  finds  shelter  under  his  phrase- 
ology, and  we  deem  it  so  great,  so  pernicious,  as  to 
need  a  faithful  exposition.  Men  err  in  nothing  more 
than  in  disparaging  and  wronging  their  own  nature. 
None  are  just  to  themselves.  The  truth  on  this  great 
subject  is  indeed  so  obscured,  that  it  may  startle  as  a 
paradox.  A  human  being,  justly  viewed,  instead  of  be- 
ing bound  to  general  self-crucifixion,  cannot  reverence 
and  cherish  himself  too  much.  This  position,  we  know, 
is  strong.  But  strong  language  is  needed  to  encounter 
strong  delusion.  We  would  teach,  that  great  limitations 
must  be  set  to  the  duty  of  renouncing  or  denying  our- 
selves, and  that  no  self-crucifixion  is  virtuous,  but  that 
which  concurs  with,  and  promotes  self-respect.  We 
will  unfold  our  meaning,  beginning  with  positions,  which 
we  presume  will  be  controverted  by  none. 

If  we  first  regard  man's  highest  nature,  we  shall  see 
at  once,  that  to  crucify  or  renounce  this,  so  far  from 
being  a  duty,  would  be  a  crime.  The  mind,  which  is 
our  chief  distinction,  can  never  be  spoken  or  thought 
of  too  reverently.  It  is  God's  highest  work,  his  mirror 
and  representative.  Its  superiority  to  the  outward  uni- 
verse is  mournfully  overlooked,  and  is  yet  most  true. 
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Thb  preeminence  we  ascribe  to  the  mind,  not  merely 
because  it  can  comprehend  the  universe  which  cannot 
comprehend  itself,  but  for  still  higher  reasons*  We  be- 
lieve, that  the  human  mind  is  akin  to  that  intellectual 
energy  which  gave  birth  to  nature,  and  consequently 
that  it  contains  within  itself  the  seminal  and  prolifk: 
principles  from  which  nature  sprung.  Vfe  believe,  too, 
that  the  highest  purpose  of  the  universe  is  to  furnish  ma- 
terials, scope,  and  excitements  to  the  mind,  in  the  work 
of  assimilating  itself  to  the  Infinite  Spirit ;  that  is,  to 
minister  to  a  progress  within  us,  which  nothing  without 
us  can  rival.  So  transcendent  is  the  mind.  No  praise 
can  equal  God's  goodness  in  creating  us  after  his  own 
spiritual  likeness.  No  imagination  can  conceive  of  the 
greatness  of  the  gift  of  a  rational  and  moral  existence. 
Far  from  crucifying  this,  to  unfold  it  must  ever  be  the 
chief  duty  and  end  of  our  being,  and  the  noblest  tribute 
we  can  render  to  its  Author. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  mind,  that  highest  part  of 
ourselves,  and  of  the  guilt  we  should  incur  by  crucify- 
ing or  renouncing  it.  But  the  duty  of  self-crucifixion 
requires  still  greater  lunitations  Taking  human  nature 
as  consisting  of  a  body  as  well  as  mind,  as  including 
animal  desire,  as  framed  to  receive  pleasure  through 
the  eye  and  ear  and  all  the  organs  of  sense,  in  this  larg- 
er view,  we  cannot  give  it  up  to  the  immolation  which 
is  sometimes  urged.  We  see  in  the  mixed  constitution 
of  man  a  beautiful  whole.  We  see  in  the  lowest  as 
well  as  highest  capacity  an  important  use ;  aind  in  every 
sense  an  inlet  of  pleasure  not  to  be  disdained.  Still 
more,  we  believe,  that  he,  in  whom  the  physical  nature 
is  unfolded  most  entirely  and  harmoniously,  who  unites 
to  greatest  strength  of  limbs  the  greatest  acuteness  of 
the  senses,  may,  if  he  will,  derive  important  aids  to  the 
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intellect  and  moral  powers  from  these  felicities  of  his 
outward  frame.  We  believe,  too,  that  by  a  beautiful 
reaction,  the  mind,  in  proportion  to  its  culture  and 
moral  elevation,  gives  vigor  and  grace  to  the  body,  and 
enlarges  its  sphere  of  action  and  enjoyment.  Thus, 
human  nature,  viewed  as  a  whole,  as  a  union  of  the 
worlds  of  matter  and  mind,  is  a  work  worthy  of  a  divine 
author,  and  its  universal  developement,  not  its  general 
crucifixion,  is  the  lesson  of  wisdom  and  virtue. 

We  go  still  farther.  The  desire  oi  our  own  individ* 
ual  interest,  pleasure,  good,  the  principle  which  is  ordi- 
narily denominated  self-love  or  self-regard,  is  not  to  be 
warred  against  and  destroyed.  The  tendency  of  this  to 
excess  is  indeed  our  chief  moral  danger.  Self-partiali- 
ty, in  some  form  or  other,  enters  into  and  constitutes 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  every  sin.  But  excess  is  not  es- 
sential to  self-regard,  and  this  principle  of  our  nature  is 
the  last  which  could  be  spared*  Nodiing  is  plainer  than 
that  to  every  being  his  own  welfare  is  mc^re  specially 
committed  than  that  of  any  other,  and  that  a  special  sen- 
sibility to  it  is  imperiously  demanded  by  his  present  state. 
He  alone  knows  his  own  wants  and  perils,  and  the  hour- 
ly, perpetual  claims  of  his  particular  lot ;  and  were  he  to 
discard  the  care  of  himself  for  a  day,  he  would  inevita^ 
bly  perish.  It  is  a  remark  of  great  importance,  that  the 
moral  danger  to  which  we  are  exposed  by  self-love,  ari* 
ses  from  the  very  indispensableness  of  this  principle,  from 
the  necessity  of  its  perpetual  exercise ;  for  according  to 
a  known  law  of  the  mind,  every  passion,  unless  careful* 
ly  restrained,  gains  strength  by  frequency  of  excitement 
and  action.  The  tendency  of  self-love  to  excess  results 
from  its  very  importance,  or  from  the  need  in  which  we 
stand  of  its  unceasing  agency,  and  is  therefore  no  rea* 
son  for  its  extermination,  and  no  reproach  cm  human  na- 
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tare.  This  tendency,  however,  does  exist.  It  is  strong, 
it  IS  fearful.  It  is  our  chief  peril.  It  is  the  preci|nce) 
on  the  edge  of  which  we  always  tread.  It  is  the  great 
appointed  trial  of  our  moral  nature.  To  this  tendency, 
unresisted,  tamely  obeyed,  we  owe  the  chief  guilt  and 
misery  of  the  present  state,  the  extinction  of  charity,  a 
moral  4eath  more  terrible  than,  all  the  calamities  of  life. 
This  truth  Fenekm  felt  and  taught  a»  few  have  done, 
and  in  his  powerful  warnings  against  this  peril  the  diief 
value  of  bis  writings  lies.  He  treats  with  admiraUe 
acuteness  the  windings  of  self-partiality,  shows  bow  it 
mixes  with  the  best  motives,  and  how  k  feeds  upon,  and 
so  consumes  our  very  virtues.  All  this  is  true.  Still, 
self-love  is  an  essential  part  of  our  nature,  and  must  not 
and  cannot  be  renounced.  * 

The  strong  tendency  of  this  principle  to  excess,  of 
which  we  have  now  spoken,  explains  the  strcmg  lan- 
guage, in  which  Fenelon  and  others  have  pointed  out 
our  danger  from  this  part  of  our  constituti(»i.  But  it 
has  also  given  rise  to  exaggerated  views  and  modes  of 
expression,  which  have  contributed,  peihaps,  as  much  as 
any  cause,  to  the  universal  want  of  a  just  self-respect. 
Self-love,  from  its  proneness  to  excess  and  its  constant 
movements,  has  naturally  been  the  otgect  of  greater 
attention  than  any  other  principle  of  action ;  and  men, 
regarding  it  not  so  much  in  its  ordinary  operations  as  in 
its  encroachments  and  its  triumphs  over  other  sentiments, 
have  come  to  consider  it  as  the  chief  constituent  of  Im- 
man  nature.  Philosophers,  *  falsely  so  called,'  have  la- 
bored to  resolve  into  it  all  our  affections,  to  n^e  it  the 
sole  spring  of  life,  so  that  the  whole  mind,  according  to 
their  d€)ctrine,  may  be  considered  as  one  energy  of  self- 
love.  If  to  these  remarks  we  add,  that  this  principle,  as 
its  name  imports,  has  self  or  the  individual  for  its  ob 
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ject,  we  have  the  explanation  of  a  very  important  fact 
in  the  present  discussion.  We  learn  how  it  is,  that  self- 
love  has  come  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  self^  as  if  it 
constituted  the  whole  individual,  and  to  be  considered 
as  .entering  into  and  forming  human  nature  as  no  other 
principle  does.  A  man's  self-love,  especially  when  un- 
restrained, is  thus  thought  to  be  and  is  spoken  of  as 
himself;  and  hence  the  duty  of  crucifying  or  renounc- 
ing himself  has  naturally  been  urged  by  Fenelon,  and  a 
host  of  writers,  in  the  broadest  and  most  unqualified 
terms* 

Now  it  is  not  true  that  self-love  is  our  only  principle, 
or  that  it  constitutes  ourselves  any  more  than  other  prin- 
ciples, and  the  wrong  done  to  our  nature  by  such  modes 
of  speech  needs  to  be  resisted.  Our  nature  has  other 
elements  or  constituents,  and  vastly  higher  ones,  to  which 
self-love  veas  meant  to  minister,  and  which  are  at  war 
with  its  excesses.  For  example,  we  have  reason  or  in- 
tellectual energy,  given  us  for  the  pursuit  and  acquisition 
of  truth ;  and  this  is  essentially  a  disinterested  princi- 
ple ;  for  truth,  which  is  its  object,  is  of  a  universal,  im- 
partial nature.  The  great  province  of  the  intellectual 
faculty,  is,  to  acquaint  the  individual  vnth  the  laws  and 
order  of  the  divine  system ;  a  system,  which  spreads  in- 
finitely beyond  himself,  of  which  he  forms  a  very  small 
part,  which  embraces  innumerable  beings  equally  favored 
by  God,  and  which  proposes  as  its  sublime  and  benefi- 
cent end,  the  ever  growing  good  of  the  whole.  Again, 
human  nature  has  a  variety  of  affections,  corresponding 
to  our  domestic  and  most  common  relations  ;  affections, 
which  in  multitudes  overpower  self-love,  which  make 
others  the  chief  objects  of  our  care,  which  nerve  the  arm 
for  ever  recurring  toil  by  day,  and  strengthen  the  wea- 
ried firame  to  forego  the  slumbers  of  night.     Then  there 
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belongs  to  every  man  the  general  sentiment  of  hmnanity, 
which  responds  to  all  human  sufferings,  to  a  stranger's 
tears  and  groans,  and  often  prompts  to  great  sacrifices  for 
bis  relief.  Above  all  there  is  the  moral  principle,  that 
which  should  especially  be  called  a  man's  self,  for  it  is 
clothed  with  a  kingly  authority  over  his  whole  nature, 
and  was  plainly  given  to  bear  sway  over  every  desire. 
This  is  eminently  a  disinterested  principle.  Its  very  es- 
sence is  impartiality.  It  has  no  respect  of  persons.  It 
is  the  principle  of  justice,  taking  the  rights  of  all  under 
its  protection,  and  frowning  on  the  least  wrong,  however 
largely  it  may  serve  ourselves.  This  moral  nature  es- 
pecially delights  in,  and  enjoins  a  universal  charity, 
and  makes  the  heart  thrill  widi  exulting  joy,  at  the  sight 
or  hearing  of  magnanimous  deeds,  of  perils  fronted,  and 
death  endured,  in  the  cause  of  humanity.  Now  these 
various  principles,  and  especially  the  last,  are  as  truly 
ourselves  as  self-love.  When  a  man  thinks  of  himself, 
these  ought  to  occur  to  him  as  his  chief  attributes.  He 
can  hardly  ii^ure  himself  more,  than  by  excluding  these 
from  his  conception  of  himself,  and  by  making  self-love 
the  great  constituent  of  his  nature. 

We  have  urged  these  remarks  on  the  narrow  sense 
often  ^ven  to  the  word  self^  because  we  are  persuaded, 
that  it  leads  to  degrading  ideas  of  human  nature,  and  to 
the  pernicious  notion,  that  we  practise  a  virtuous  self- 
sacrifice  in  holding  it  in  contempt.  We  would  have  it 
understood,  tliat  high  faculties  form  this  despised  self, 
as  truly  as  low  desires ;  and  we  would  add,  that  when 
these  are  faithfully  unfolded,  this  self  takes  rank  among 
the  ndblest  beings  in  the  universe.  To  illustrate  this 
thought,  we  ask  the  reader's  attention  to  an  important, 
but  much  neglected  view  of  virtue  and  religion*  These 
are  commonly  spoken  of  in  an  abstract  mannerp  a9  if 
17 
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they  were  distinct  from  ourselves,  as  if  they  were  for- 
eign existences,  which  enter  the  human  mind,  and  dwell 
there  in  a  kind  of  separation  from  itself.  Now  religion 
and  virtue,  wherever  they  exist,  are  the  mind  itself  and 
nothing  else.  They  are  human  nature,  and  nothing  else. 
A  good  man's  piely  and  virtue  are  not  distinct  posses- 
sions ;  they  are  himself,  and  all  the  glory  which  belongs 
to  them  belongs  to  himself.  What  is  religion  ?  Not 
a  foreign  inhabitant,  not  something  alien  to  our  nature, 
which  coiKes  and  takes  up  its  abode  in  the  soul.  It 
is  the  soul  itself,  lifting  itself  up  to  its  Maker.  What 
is  virtue  ?  It  is  the  soul,  listening  to,  and  revering,  and 
obeying  a  law  which  belongs  to  its  very  essence,  the 
law  of  duty.  We  sometimes  smile,  when  we  hear  men 
decrying  human  nature,  and  in  the  same  breathing  ex- 
alting religion  to  the  skies ;  as  if  religion  were  anything 
more  than  human  nature,  acting  in  obedience  to  its  chief 
law.  Religion  and  virtue,  as  far  as  we  possess  them, 
are  ourselves ;  and  the  homage  which  is  paid  to  these 
attributes,  is  in  truth  a  tribute  to  the  soul  of  man. 
Self-crucifixion  then,  should  it  exclude  self-reverence, 
would  be  anything  but  virtue. 

We  would  briefly  suggest  another  train  of  thought 
leading  to  the  same  result.  Self-crucifixion,  or  self- 
renunciation,  is  a  work,  and  a  work  requires  an  agent. 
By  whom  then  is  it  accomplished  ?  We  answer,  by  the 
man  himself,  who  is  the  subject  of  it.  It  is  he  who  is 
summoned  to  the  effort.  He  is  called  by  a  voice  within, 
and  by  the  law  of  God,  to  put  forth  power  over  himself, 
to  rule  his  own  spirit,  to  subdue  every  passion.  Now 
this  inward  power,  which  self-crucifixion  supposes  and 
demands,  is  the  most  signal  proof  of  a  high  nature  which 
can  be  given.  It  is  the  most  illustrious  power  which 
God  confers.      It  b  a  sovereignty  worth  more  than  that 
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over  outward  nature.  It  is  the  chief  constituent  of  the 
noblest  order  of  virtues ;  and  its  greatness,  of  course, 
demonstrates  the  greatness  of  the  human  mind,  which  is 
perpetually  bound  and  summoned  to  put  it  forth.  But 
this  is  not  all.  Self-crucifixion  has  an  object,  ah  end  ; 
and  what  is  it  ?  Its  great  end  is,  to  give  liberty  and 
energy  to  our  nature.  Its  aim  is,  not  to  break  down 
the  soul,  but  to  curb  those  lusts  and  passions,  ^  which 
war  against  the  soul,'  that  the  moral  and  intellectual 
faculties  may  rise  into  new  life,  and  may  manifest  their 
divine  original.  Self-crucifixion,  justly  viewed,  is  the 
suppression  of  the  passions,  that  the  power  and  progress 
of  thought,  and  conscience,  and  pure  love,  may  be  imre- 
strained.  It  is  the  destruction  of  the  brute,  that  the 
angel  may  unfold  itself  within.  It  is  founded  on  our 
godlike  capacities,  and  the  expansion  and  glory  of  these 
is  its  end.  Thus  the  very  duty,  which  by  some  is  iden- 
tified with  self-contempt,  implies  and  imposes  self- 
reverence.  It  is  the  belief  and  the  choice  of  perfection 
as  our  inheritance  and  our  end. 

We  have  thus  shown  under  what  great  limitations, 
self-crucifixion,  or  self-renunciation,  is  to  be  understood, 
and  how  remote  it  is  from  self-contempt.  Our  purpose 
was,  after  closing  this  discussion,  to  give  a  rational  in- 
terpretation of  the  phrases  in  which  Fenelon  has  enjoin- 
ed this  duty.  But  our  limits  allow  us  just  to  glance  at 
one  or  two  of  these.  Perhaps  he  calls  upon  us  to  do 
nothing  so  often  as  *  to  renounce  our  own  wills.'  This 
is  a  favorite  phrase ;  and  what  does  it  imply  ?  that  we 
are  to  cease  to  will  ?  Nothing^  less.  The  truth  is,  that 
the  human  will  is  never  so  strenuous,  as  in  this  act  which 
is  called  the  renunciation  of  itself,  and  by  nothing  does 
it  more  build  up  its  own  energy.  The  phrase  means, 
that  we  should  sacrifice  inclination  at  the  least  sugges- 
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tion  of  duty.  But  who  does  not  know,  that  the  mind 
never  puts  forth  such  strength  of  purpose  or  will,  as  in 
overcoming  desire  ?  And  what  is  the  highest  end  and 
benefit  of  this  warfare  with  desire  ?  It  is,  that  the  mind 
may  a(5bumulate  force  of  moral  purpose,  that  the  will 
may  more  sternly,  unconquerably  resolve  on  the  hardest 
duties  wd  sublimest  virtues  to  which  God  may  call  us. 
Once  ihore,  we  are  again  and  again  exhorted  by 
Fenelon  to  *  forget  ourselves,'  And  what  means  this  ? 
Self-oblivion,  literally  understood,  is  an  impossibility. 
We  may  as  easily  annihilate  our  being  as  our  self-con- 
sciousness. Self-remembrance  is  in  truth  a  duty,  need^ 
ful  to  the  safety  of  every  hour,  and  especially  necessary 
to  the  great  work  of  life,  which  is  the  conforming  of 
ourselves,  of  our  whole  nature,  to  the  will  of  God. 
There  is  no  danger  of  our  thmking  of  ourselves  too 
much,  if  we  will  think  justly ;  that  is,  if  we  will  view 
ourselves  as  what  we  are,  as  moral  beings,  accountable 
to  a  divme  lawgiver,  framed  to  delight  in  and  to  seek 
virtue,  framed  for  an  ever  spreading  philanthropy,  called 
to  sympathize  with  and  to  suffer  for  others,  and  through 
this  path  to  ascend  to  our  Origmal.  There  are,  howev- 
er, senses  in  which  we  cannot  too  much  forget  ourselves. 
Our  improvements  of  whatever  kind,  our  good  deeds, 
our  virtues,  whenever  they  are  seized  upon  and  magni- 
fied by  self-love,  or  so  recalled  as  to  lift  us  above  others, 
and  to  stifle  that  sense  of  deficiency  and  thirst  for  pro- 
gress, by  which  alone  we  can  be  carried  forward,  these 
we  cannot  too  earnestly  drive  from  our  thoughts.  Our 
distinctions,  whether  of  mind,  body,  or  condition,  when 
they  minister  to  vanity  or  pride,  when  they  weaken  the 
consciousness  of  a  common  nature  with  the  human  race^ 
narrow  our  sympathies,  or  deprave  our  judgments,  these 
we  cannot  be  too  solicitous  to  forget.     Our  pleasures. 
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when  they  are  so  exaggerated  by  the  imagination  as  to 
distract  and  overwhelm  the  sense  of  duty,  should  be 
forced  to  quit  their  grasp  on  our  minds.  Such  parts  or 
constituents  of  ourselves  we  are  to  forget.  Our  moral, 
intellectual,  immortal  nature  we  cannot  remember  too 
much.  Under  the  cmisciousness  of  it,  we  are  always 
to  live. 

According  to  the  views  now  given,  self-crucifixion  is 
the  subjection  or  sacrifice  of  the  inferior  to  the  higher 
principles  of  our  nature.  It  is  the  practical  recognition 
of  the  supremacy  and  dignity  of  our  rational  and  moral 
powers.  No  duty  involves  a  more  reverential  view  and 
care  of  ourselves.  We  have  been  the  more  solicitous 
to  give  this  view  of  self-renunciation,  because  its  true 
spirit  is  often  mistaken,  because  it  is  often  io  set  forth 
as  to  degrade,  instead  of  exalting  the  mind.  In  truth, 
we  feel  more  and  more  the  importance  of  bringing  men 
to  juster  conceptions  of  the  inward  gifts  with  which 
God  has  enriched  them.  We  desire  nothing  so  much, 
as  to  open  their  eyes  to  their  own  spiritual  possessions. 
We  feel  indeed  the  difficulties  of  the  subject.  We  know 
that  we  have  to  combat  with  a  secret  incredulity  in 
many  minds.  We  know,  thaf  the  clearest  expositions 
will  be  imperfectly  understood  by  those,  who  have 
nothing  in  their  experience  to  interpret  what  we  utter. 
The  mind,  we  are  aware,  can  be  clearly  revealed  to 
itself,  only  by  its  own  progress.  Its  capacities  of 
thought,  of  action,  of  endurance,  of  triumphing  over 
pleasure  and  pain,  of  identifying  itself  with  other  beings, 
of  seeking  truth  without  prejudice  and  without  fear,  of 
uniting  itself  with  God,  of  sacrificing  life  to  duty,  these 
immortal  energies  can  only  be  felt  to  be  real,  and  duly 
honored,  by  those  in  whom  they  are  gradually  and 
steadily  unfolded.  Still  we  do  not  despair  of  meeting 
17* 
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some  response,  though  faint,  in  multitudes.  Such  a 
spirit,  as  God  has  breathed  into  men,  cannot  easily 
exist,  without  giving  some  signs  of  its  divine  original. 
In  most  men,  there  are  some  revelations  of  their  own 
nature,  some  beams  of  a  light  which  belongs  not  to  the 
earth,  some  sympathies  with  what  is  good  and  great  in 
character,  some  perceptions  of  beauty,  some  gushings 
from  the  deep  fountain  of  love  in  the  soul,  some  thirst- 
ings  for  a  purer  happiness,  some  experience  of  the  pecu- 
liar joy  of  a  disinterested  deed,  some  dim  conceptions 
at  least  of  their  intimate  relations  to  God.  Most  men 
understand  through  experience  these  testimonies  to  the 
secret  wealth  and  immortal  destination  of  the  soul; 
whilst,  in  not  a  few,  such  a  measure  of  intellectual  and 
moral  pow6r  has  been  called  forth,  that  nothing  is  need- 
ed but  a  wise  direction  of  their  thoughts  upon  them- 
selves, to  open  to  them  the  magnificent  prospect  of 
their  own  spiritual  energy,  and  of  the  unbounded  good 
into  which  it  may  te  unfolded.  For  such  we  have 
written.  We  regard  nothing  so  important  to  a  human 
being,  as  the  knowledge  of  his  own  mind,  and  of  its 
intimate  connexion  with  the  Infinite  Mind.  .  Faith  in 
what  man  contains  as  a  germ  in  his  own  breast,  faith 
in  what  he  may  become,  in  what  he  was  framed  to  be, 
in  that  state  of  power,  light,  purity,  joy,  to  which  Jesus 
Christ  came  to  exalt  him,  this  faith  seems  to  us  the 
quickening,  saving,  renovating  principle,  which  God 
sent  his  Son  to  revive  in  the  soul,  and  happy  are  they 
who  can  spread  its  empire  in  the  world. 

We  have  finished  our  remarks  on  the  first  element  of 
perfection,  according  to  Fenelon,  self-crucifixion.  We 
proceed  to  the  second,  love  to  God.  On  this  topic  we 
intended  to  enlarge,  but  have  left  ourselves  little  room. 
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We  are  happy  to  say,  that  we  have  less  to  object  to  Fen- 
elon's  expositions  under  this  head,  than  under  the  former. 
Of  the  grandeur  and  the  happiness  of  this  principle  he 
speaks  truly,  worthily,  in  the  penetrating  language  of 
calm  and  deep  conviction.  In  one  particular,  we  think 
him  defective.  He  has  not  stated,  and  in  truth,  very  few 
do  state,  with  sufficient  strength  and  precision,  the  mor- 
al foundation  and  the  moral  nature  of  religion.  He  has 
not  taught,  with  sufficient  clearness,  the  great  truth,  that 
love  to  God  is  from  beginning  to  end  the  love  of  virtue. 
He  did  not  sufficiently  feel,  that  religion  is  the  expansion 
and  most  perfect  form  of  the  moral  faculty  of  man.  He 
sometimes  teaches,  that  to  do  God's  will,  we  must  re- 
nounce ourselves  and  silence  reason  ;  as  if  the  divine  will 
were  not  in  accordance  with  our  faculties  ;  as  if  it  were 
something  dark  and  mysterious  ;  as  if  to  follow  it,  we 
must  quench  the  light  of  our  own  minds.  Now  the  truth 
IS,  that  the  divine  will  is  in  harmony  with  our  nature. 
It  is  God's  approbation  and  injunction  of  that  moral 
rectitude,  of  which  the  great  lines  are  written  on  the 
human  soul,  and  to  which  reason  and  conscience,  even 
when  they  fail  to  secure  obedience,  do  yet  secretly,  and 
in  no  small  degree,  respond.  The  human  mind  and  the 
divine  law  are  not  distinct  and  disconnected  things.  If 
man  were  not  a  law  to  himself,  he  could  not  receive  the 
revelation  of  a  law  from  Heaven.  Were  not  the  princi- 
ple of  duty  an  essential  part  of  his  mind,  he  could  be 
bound  to  no  obedience.  Religion  has  its  foundation  in 
our  moral  nature,  and  is  indeed  its  most  enlarged  and 
glorious  form,  and  we  lament  that  this  great  truth  does 
not  shine  more  brightly  in  the  pages  of  Fenelon.  We 
intended  to  give  to  it  a  particular  discussion ;  but  as  we 
cannot  do  it  justice  in  die  present  article,  we  prefer  to 
dismiss  it,  and  to  offer  a  few  miscellaneous  remarks  on 
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that  sentiment  of  love  towards  God  on  which  our  author 
so  perpetually  insists. 

We  are  aware  that  to  some  men  Fenelon  may  seem  an 
enthusiast*  Some  may  doubt  or  deny  the  possibility  of 
that  strong,  deep,  supreme  affection  towards  the  Supreme 
Being,  with  which  Fenelon's  book  overflows.  We  won- 
der at  this  skepticism.  We  know  no  property  of  human 
nature  more  undoubted,  than  its  capacity  and  fulness  of 
affection.  We  see  its  love  overflowing  in  its  domestic 
connexions,  in  friendships,  and  especially  in  its  interest 
in  beings  separated  by  oceans  and  the  lapse  of  ages. 
Let  it  not  be  said,  that  the  affections,  to  which  we  here 
refer,  have  fellow  beings  for  their  objects,  and  do  not 
therefore  prove  our  capacity  of  religious  attachment. 
The  truth  is,  that  one  spirit  runs  through  all  our  affec- 
tions, as  far  as  they  are  pure ;  and  love  to  mankind,  di- 
rected aright,  is  the  germ  and  element  of  love  to  the 
Divinity.  Whatever  is  excellent  and  venerable  in  hu- 
man beings,  is  of  God,  and  in  attaching  ourselves  to  it 
we  are  preparing  our  hearts  for  its  Author.  Whoever 
sees  and  recognises  the  moral  dignity  of  impartial  jus- 
tice and  disinterested  goodness  in  his  fellow  creatures, 
has  begun  to  pay  homage  to  the  attributes  of  God. 
The  first  emotion  awakened  in  the  soul,  we  mean  filial 
attachment,  is  the  dawning  of  love  to  our  Father  in 
Heaven.  Our  deep  interest  in  the  history  of  good  and 
great  men,  our  veneration  towards  enlightened  legisla- 
tors, our  sympathy  with  philanthropists,  our  delight  in 
mighty  efforts  of  intellect  consecrated  to  a  good  cause, 
all  these  sentiments  prove  our  capacity  of  an  affection- 
ate reverence  to  God ;  for  he  is  at  once  the  inspirer  and 
the  model  of  this  intellectual  and  moral  grandeur  in  his 
creatures.  We  even  think,  that  our  love  of  nature  has 
an  affinity  with  the  love  of  God,  and  was  meant  as  a 
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preparation  for  it ;  for  the  harmonies  of  nature  are  only 
his  wiiidom  made  visible ;  the  heavens,  no  sublime,  are 
a  revelation  of  his  immensity ;  and  the  beauty  of  crea- 
tion images  to  us  his  overflowing  love  and  blessedness* 
To  us,  hardly  anything  seems  plainer,  than  that  the 
soul  was  made  for  God.  Not  only  its  human  aflTections 
guide  it  to  him ;  not  only  its  deep  wants,  its  dangers, 
and  helplessness,  guide  it  to  him ;  there  are  still  higher 
indications  of  the  end  for  which  it  was  made.  It  Ims  a 
capacity  of  more  than  human  love,  a  principle  or  power 
of  adoration,  which  cannot  bound  itself  to  finite  natures, 
which  carries  up  the  thoughts  above  the  visible  universe, 
and  which,  in  approaching  God,  rises  into  a  solemn 
transport,  a  mingled  awe  and  joy,  prophetic  of  a  higher 
life ;  and  a  brighter  signature  of  our  end  and  happiness 
cannot  be  conceived. 

We  are  aware  that  it  may  be  objected,  that  many  and 
great  obstructions  to  a  supreme  love  of  God  belong  to 
our  very  constitution  and  condition,  and  that  these  go 
far  to  disprove  the  doctrine  of  our  being  framed  for  re- 
ligion as  our  chief  good.  But  this  argument  does  not 
move  us.  We  learn  from  every  survey  of  man's  nature 
and  history,  that  he  is  ordained  to  approach  the  end  of 
his  creation  through  many  and  great  obstructions ;  that 
elBTort  is  the  immutable  law  of  his  being ;  that  a  good, 
in  proportion  to  its  grandeur,  is  encompassed  with  hard^ 
ship.  The  obstructions  to  religion  are  not  greater  than 
those  to  knowledge ;  and  accordingly  history  gives  as 
dark  views  of  human  ignorance,  as  of  human  guilt.  Yet 
who,  on  this  ground,  denies  that  man  was  formed  for 
knowledge,  that  progress  in  truth  is  the  path  of  nature, 
and  that  he  has  impulses  which  are  to  carry  forward  his 
intellectual  powers  without  end  ?  It  is  God's  pleasure, 
in  his  provisions  for  the  mind,  as  well  as  for  the  body, 
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to  give  us  in  a  rude  state  the  materials  of  good,  and  to 
leave  us  to  flrame  from  them,  amidst  much  conflict,  a 
character  of  moral  and  religious  excellence ;  and  in  this 
ordination  we  see  his  wise  benevolence ;  for  by  this  we 
may  rise  to  the  unutterable  happiness  of  a  free  and  mor- 
al union  with  our  Creator.  We  ought  to  add,  that  the 
obstnlctions  to  the  love  of  God  do  not  lie  wholly  in  our- 
selves. Perhaps  the  greatest  is  a  false  theology.  This 
interposes  thick  clouds  between  the  soul  and  its  Maker. 
It  darkens  and  dishonors  God  and  his  works,  and  leaves 
nbthing  to  sustain  our  trust  and  love. 

The  motives,  which  are  most  commonly  urged  for 
cherishing  supreme  affection  towards  God,  are  drawn 
'  from  our  frailty  and  weakness,  and  from  our  need  of 
more  than  human  succour  in  the  trials  of  life  and  in  the 
pains  of  death.  But  religion  has  a  still  higher  claim. 
It  answers  to  the  deepest  want  of  human  nature.  We 
refer  to  our  want  of  some  being  or  beings,  to  whom  we 
may  give  our  hearts,  whom  we  may  love  more  than  our- 
selves, for  whom  we  may  live  and  be  ready  to  die,  and 
whose  character  responds  to  that  idea  of  perfection, 
which,  however  dim  and  undefined,  is  an  essential  ele- 
ment of  every  human  soul.  We  cannot  be  happy  be- 
yond our  love.  At  the  same  time,  love  may  prove  our 
chief  wo,  if  bestowed  unwisely,  disproportionately,  and 
on  unworthy  objects  ;  if  confined  to  beings  of  imperfect 
virtue,  with  whose  feelings  we  cannot  always  innocent- 
ly sympathize,  whose  interests  we  cannot  sdways  right- 
eously promote,  who  narrow  us  to  themselves  instead 
of  breathing  universal  charity,  who  are  frail,  mutable, 
exposed  to  suffering,  pain,  and  death.  To  secure  a 
growing  happiness  and  a  spotless  virtue,  we  need  for 
the  heart  a  being  worthy  of  its  whole  treasure  of  love, 
to  whom  we  may  consecrate  our  whole  existence,  in 
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approaching  whom  we  enter  an  attnosphere  of  purity 
and  brightness,  in  sympathizing  with  whom  we  cherish 
only  noble  sentiments,  in  devoting  ourselves  to  whom 
we  espouse  great  and  enduring  interests,  in  whose 
character  we  find  the  spring  of  an  ever  enlarging  philan- 
thropy, and  by  attachment  to  whom;  all  our  other 
attachments  are  hallowed,  protected,  and  supplied  with 
tender  and  sublime  consolations  under  bereavement  and 
blighted  hope.     Such  a  being  is  God, 

The  word  which  Fenelon  has  most  frequently  used 
to  express  the  happiness  to  which  the  mind  ascends  by 
a  supreme  love  of  God,  is  ^  peace,'  perhaps  the  most 
expressive  which  language  affords.  We  fear,  however, 
that  its  full  import  is  not  always  received.  There  is  a 
twofold  peace.  The  first  is  negative.  It  is  relief  from 
disquiet  and  corroding  care.  It  is  repose  after  conflict 
and  storms.  But  there  is  another  and  a  higher  peace 
to  which  this  is  but  the  prelude,  '  a  peace  of  God  which 
passeth  all  understanding,'  and  properly  called  ^the 
kingdom  of  heaven  within  us.'  This  state  is  anything 
but  negative.  It  is  the  highest  and  most  strenuous 
action  of  the  soul,  but  an  entirely  harmonious  action,  in 
which'  all  our  powers  and  affections  are  blended  in  a 
beautiful  proportion,  and  sustain  and  perfect  one  anoth- 
er. It  is  more  than  silence  after  storms.  It  is  as  the 
concord  of  all  melodious  sounds.  Has  the  reader  never 
known  a  season,  when,  in  the  fullest  flow  of  thought 
and  feeling,  in  the  universal  action  of  the  soul,  an  in- 
ward calm,  profound  as  midnight  silence,  yet  bright  as 
the  still  summer  noon,  full  of  joy,  but  unbroken  by  one 
throb  of  tumultuous  passion,  has  been  breathed  through 
his  spirit,  and  given  him  a  glimpse  and  presage  of  the 
serenity  of  a  happier  world  ?  Of  this  character  is  the 
peace  of  religion.     It  is  a  conscious  harmony  with  God 


Digitized  by 


Google 


204 

and  the  creation,  an  alliance  of  love  with  all  beings,  a 
sympathy  with  all  that  is  pure  and  happy,  a  surrender 
of  every  separate  will  and  interest,  a  participation  of  the 
spirit  and  life  of  the  universe,  an  entire  concord  of  pur- 
pose with  its  Infinite  Original.  This  is  peace,  and  the 
true  happiness  of  man ;  and  we  think  that  human  nature 
has  never  entirely  lost  sight  of  this  its  great  end.  It 
has  always  sighed  for  a  repose,  in  which  energy  of 
thought  and  will  might  be  tempered  with  ah  all-pervad- 
ing tranquillity.  We  seem  to  discover  aspirations  after 
this  good,  a  dim  consciousness  of  it,  in  all  ages  of  the 
world.  We  think  we  see  it  in  those  systems  of  Orien- 
tal and  Grecian  philosophy,  which  proposed,  as  the  con- 
summatioQ  of  present  virtue,  a  release  from  aJl  disquiet, 
and  an  intimate  union  and  harmony  with  the  Divine 
Mind.  We  even  think,  that  we  trace  this  conscious* 
ness,  this  aspiration,  in  the  works  of  ancient  art  which 
time  has  spared  to  us,  in  which  the  sculptor,  aiming  to 
embody  his  deepest  thoughts  of  human  perfection^  has 
joined  vnih  the  fulness  of  life  and  strength,  a  repose, 
which  {»eathes  into  the  spectator  an  admiration  as  calm 
as  it  is  exalted.  Man,  we  believe,  never  wholly  loses 
the  sentiment  of  his  true  good.  There  are  yearnings, 
sighings,  which  he  does  not  himself  comprehend,  which 
break  forth  alike  in  his  prosperous  and  adverse  seasons, 
which  betray  a  deep,  indestructible  faith  in  a  good  that 
he  has  not  found,  and  which,  in  proportion  as  they  grow 
distinct,  rise  to  God,  and  concentrate  the  soul  in  him, 
«  at  once  its  life  and  rest,  the  fountain  at  once  of  ener- 
gy and  of  peace. 

In  the  remarks,  which  have  now  been  «igg;eated  by 
the  writings  of  Fenelon,  we  have  aimed  to. free  religicm 
from  exaggerations,  which,  we  fear,  weaken  its  influ- 
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ence  over  reasonable  men,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
illustrate  its  dignity  and  happiness.  We  v/ant  time^  or 
we  should  enlarge  on  the  importance  of  this  great  sub- 
ject to  every  human  being.  We  cannot  however  leave 
it,  without  earnestly  recommending  it  to  the  attendon 
of  men  of  superior  minds.  The  neglect  which  it  gene- 
rally receives  from  these  is  one  of  the  most  discouraging 
signs  of  our  times.  The  claims  of  religion  on  mtellir 
gent  men  are  not  yet  understood,  and  the  low  place 
which  it  holds  among  the  ol^ects  of  liberal  inquiry,  will 
one  day  be  recollected  as  the  shame  of  our  age.  Some 
remarks  on  this  topic  may  form  a  not  unsuitable  conchi- 
sion  to  the  present  article. 

It  is,  we  fear,  an  unquestionable  fact,  that  religion, 
considered  as  an  intellectual  subject,  is  in  a  great  mea^ 
sure  left  to  a  particular  body  of  men,  as  a  professional 
concern ;  and  the  fact  is  as  much  to  be  wondered  at  as 
deplored.  It  is  wonderful  that  any  mind,  and  especially 
al  superior  one,  should  not  see  in  religion  the  highest 
object  of  thought.  It  is  wonderful  that  the  infinite  God, 
the  noblest  theme  of  the  universe,  should  be  considered 
as  a  monopoly  of  professed  theologians  ;  that  a  subject, 
so  vast,  awful,  and  exalting,  as  our  relation  to  the  Di- 
vinity, should  be  left  to  technical  men,  to  be  handled  so 
much  for  sectarian  purposes.  Religion  is  the  property 
and  dearest  interest  of  the  human  race.  Every  m»Q 
has  an  equal  concern  in  it.  It  should  be  approached 
with  an  independence  on  human  authority.  It  should 
be  rescued  from  all  the  factions,  which  have  seized 
upon  it  as  their  particular  possession.  Men  of  the 
highest  intellect  should  feel,  that,  if  there  be  a  God,  then 
his  character  and  our  relation  to  him  throw  all  other 
subjects  into  obscurity,  and  that  the  intellect,  if  not 
consecrated  to  him,  can  never  attain  its  true  use,  its  fall 
18 
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dimensions,  and  its  proper  happiness.  Religion,  if  it  be 
true,  is  central  truth,  and  all  knowledge,  which  is  not 
gathered  round  it,  and  quickened  and  illuminated  by  it, 
is  hardly  worthy  the  name.  To  this  great  theme  we 
would  summon  all  orders  of  mind,  the  scholar,  the  states- 
man, the  student  of  nature,  and  the  observer  of  life.  It 
is  a  subject  to  which  every  faculty  and  every  acquisition 
may  pay  tribute,  which  may  receive  aids  and  lights 
from  the  accuracy  of  the  logician,  from  the  penetrating 
spirit  of  philosophy,  from  the  intuitions  of  genius,  from 
the  researches  of  history,  from  the  science  of  the  mind, 
from  physical  science,  from  every  branch  of  criticism, 
and,  though  last  not  least,  from  the  spontaneous  sugges- 
tions and  the  morad  aspirations  of  pure  but  unlettered 
men. 

It  is  a  fact  which  shocks  us,  and  #  which  shows  the 
degraded  state  of  religion,  that  not  a  few  superior  minds 
look  down  upon  it  as  a  subject  beneath  their  investiga- 
tion. Though  allied  with  all  knowledge,  and  especially 
with  that  of  human  nature  and  human  duty,  it  is  regard- 
ed as  a  separate  and  inferior  study,  psurticularly  fitted 
to  the  gloom  of  a  convent,  and  the  seclusion  of  a  minis- 
ter. Religion  is  still  confounded,  in  many  and  in  gifted 
minds,  wMx  the  jargon  of  monks,  and  the  subtleties  and 
strifes  of  theologians.  It  is  thought  a  mystery,  which, 
far  from  coalescing,  wars  with  our  other  knowledge 
It  is  never  ranked  with  the  sciences  which  expand  and 
adorn  the  mind.  It  is  regarded  as  a  method  of  escaping 
future  ruin,  not  as  a  vivifying  truth  through  which  the 
intellect  and  heart  are  alike  to  be  invigorated  and  en- 
larged. Its  bearing  on  the  great  objects  of  thought  and 
the  great  interests  of  life  is  hardly  suspected.  This 
degradation  of  religion  into  a  technical  study,  this  dis- 
junction of  it  from  morals,  from  philosophy,  from  the 
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various  objects  of  liberal  research,  has  done  it  infinite 
injury,  has  checked  its  progress,  has  perpetuated  errors 
which  gathered  round  it  in  times  of  barbarism  and  igno- 
rance, has  made  it  a  mark  for  the  sophistry  and  ridicule 
of  the  licentious,  and  has  infused  a  lurking  skepticism 
into  many  powerful  understandings.  Nor  has  religion 
suffered  alone.  The  whole  mind  is  darkened  by  the 
obscuration  of  this  its  central  light.  Its  reasonings  and 
judgments  become  unstable  through  want  of  this  foun- 
dation to  rest  upon.  Religion  is  to  the  whole  sphere  of 
truth,  what  God  is  to  the  universe,  and  in  dethroning 
it,  or  confining  it  to  a  narrow  range,  we  commit  very 
much  such  an  injury  on  the  soul,  as  the  universe  would 
suffer,  were  the  Infinite  Being  to  abandon  it,  or  to  con- 
tract his  energy  to  a  small  province  of  his  creation. 

The  injury  done  to  literature  by  divorcing  it  from  re- 
ligion, is  a  topic  worthy  of  separate  discussion.  Lite- 
rature has  thus  lost  power  and  permanent  interest.  It 
has  become,  in  a  great  measure,  superficial,  an  image 
of  transient  modes  of  thought  and  of  arbitrary  forms  of 
life,  not  the  organ  and  expression  of  immutable  truth, 
and  of  deep  workings  of  the  soul.  We  beg  not  to  be 
misunderstood.  We  have  no  desire  that  literature 
should  confine  itself  wholly  or  chiefly  to  religious  topics, 
and  we  hardly  know  a  greater  calamity  which  it  could 
incur,  than  by  degenersiting  into  religious  cant.  Next 
to  profaneness,  we  dread  the  affectation  of  piety  and  the 
mechanical  repetition  of  sacred  phraseology.  We  only 
lament,  that  literature  has  so  generally  been  the  product 
and  utterance  of  minds,  which  have  not  lived,  thought, 
and  written;  under  the  light  of  a  rational  and  sublime 
faith.  Severed  from  this,  it  wants  the  principle  of  im- 
mortality. We  do  not  speak  lightly  when  we  say,  that 
all  works  of  the  intellect,  which  have  not  in  some  meas- 
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ure  been  quickened  by  the  spirit  of  religion,  are  doomed 
to  perish  or  to  lose  their  power ;  and  that  genius  is  pre- 
paring for  itself  a  sepulchre,  when  it  disjoins  itself  from 
the  Universal  Mind,  Religion  is  not  always  to  remain 
in  its  present  dark,  depressed  condition.  Already  there 
are  signs  of  a  brighter  day.  It  begins  to  be  viewed 
more  generously.  It  is  gradually  attracting  to  itself 
superior  understandings.  It  is  rising  from  the  low  rank 
of  a  professional,  technical  study,  and  asserting  its  su- 
premacy among  the  objects  of  the  mind.  ''  A  new  era, 
we  trust,  is  opening  upon  the  world,  and  all  literature 
will  feel  its  power.  In  proportion  as  the  true  and  sub- 
lime conception  of  God  shall  unfold  itself  in  the  soul, 
and  shall  become  there  a  central  sun,  shedding  its  beams 
on  all  objects  of  thought,  there  will  be  a  want  of  sym- 
pathy with  all  works  which  have  not  been  quickened 
by  this  heavenly  influence.  It  will  be  felt  that  the  poet 
has  known  little  of  nature,  that  he  had  seen  it  only  un- 
der clouds,  if  he  have  not  seen  it  under  this  celestial 
light.  It  will  be  felt,  that  man,  the  great  subject  of 
literature,  when  viewed  in  separation  from  his  Maker 
and  his  end,  can  be  as  little  understood  and  portrayed, 
as  a  plant  torn  from  the  soil  in  which  it  grew,  and  cut 
off  from  communication  with  the  clouds  and  sun. 

We  arc  aware  that  objections  will  spring  up  to  the 
doctrine,  that  all  literature  should  be  produced  under 
the  influence  of  religion.  We  shall  be  told,  that  in  this 
way  literature  will  lose  all  variety  and  spirit,  that  a  mo- 
notonous and  solemn  hue  will  spread  itself  over  writing, 
and  that  a  library  will  have  the  air  of  a  tomb.  We  do 
not  wonder  at  this  fear.  Religion  has  certainly  been 
accustomed  to  speak  in  sepulchral  tones,  and  to  wear  any 
aspect  but  a  bright  and  glowing  one.  It  has  lost  its 
free  and  various  movement.     But  let  us  not  ascribe  to  its 
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nature,  vAiBt  has  befallen  it  from  adverse  circumstances. 
The  truth  is,  that  religion,  justly  viewed,  surpasses  all 
other  principles,  in  giving  a  free  and  manifold  action  to 
the  mind.  It  recognises  in  every  faculty  and  sentiment 
the  workmanship  of  God,  and  assigns  a  sphere  of  agen- 
cy to  each.  It  takes  our  whole  nature  under  its^  guar- 
dianship, and  with  a  parental  love  ministers  to  its  inferior 
as  well  as  higher  gratifications.  False  religion  mutilates 
the  soul,  sees  evil  in  our  innocent  sensibilities,  and  rules 
with  a  tyrant's  firown  and  rod.  True  religion  is  a  mild 
and  lawful  sovereign,  governing  to  protect,  to  give 
strength,  to  unfold  all  our  inward  resources.  We  be- 
lieve, that  under  its  influence,  literature  is  to  pass  its 
present  limits,  and  to  put  itself  forth  in  original  forms  of 
composition.  Religion  is  of  all  principles  most  fmitful, 
multiform,  and  unconfined.  It  is  sympathy  with  that 
Being,  who  seems  to  delight  in  diversifying  the  modes  of 
his  agency,  and  the  products  of  his  wisdom  and-power. 
It  does  not  chain. us  to  a  few  essential  duties,  or  express 
itself  in  a  few  unchanging  modes  of  writing.  It  has  the 
liberality  and  munificence  of  nature,  which  not  only  pro- 
duces the  necessary  root  and  grain,  but  pours  forth  fruits 
and  flowers.  It  has  the  variety  and  bold  contrasts  of 
nature,  which,  at  the  foot  of  the  awful  mountain,  scoops 
out  the  freshest,  sweetest  valleys,  and  embosoms  in  the 
wild,  troubled  ocean,  islands,  whose  vernal  airs,  and  love- 
liness, and  teeming  fruitfulness,  almost  breathe  the  joys 
of  Paradise.  Religion  will  accomplish  for  literature 
what  it  most  needs ;  that  is,  will  give  it  depth,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  heightens  its  grace  and  beauty.  The 
union  of  these  attributes  is  most  to  be  desired.  Our 
literature  is  lamentably  superficial,  and  to  some  the 
beautiful  and  the  superficial  even  seem  to  be  naturally 
conjoined.  Let  not  beauty  be  so  wronged.  It  resides 
18^^ 
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chiefly  in  profound  thoughts  and  feelings.  It  overflows 
chiefly  in  the  writings  of  poets,  gifted  with  a  sublime 
and  piercing  vision.  A  beautiful  literature  springs  from 
the  depth  and  fulness  of  intellectual  and  moral  life,  from 
an  energy  of  thought  and  feeling,  to  which  nothing,  as 
we  believe,  ministers  so  largely  as  enlightened  religion. 
So  far  from  a  monotonous  solemnity  overspreading 
literature  in  consequence  of  the  all-pervading  influence 
of  religion,  we  believe,  that  the  sportive  and  comic 
forms  of  composition,  instead  of  being  abandoned,  will 
only  be  refined  and  improved.  We  know  that  these 
are  supposed  to  be  frowned  upon  by  piety ;  but  they 
have  their  root  in  the  constitution  which  God  has  given 
us,  and  ought  not  therefore  to  be  indiscriminately  con- 
denmed.  The  propensity  to  wit  and  laughter  does  in- 
deed, through  excessive  indulgence,  often  issue  in  a 
character  of  heartless  levity,  low  mimickry,  or  unfeel- 
ing ridicule.  It  often  seeks  gratification  in  regions  of 
impurity,  throws  a  gaiety  round  vice,  and  sometimes 
even  pours  contempt  on  virtue.  But,  though  often  and 
mournfully  perverted,  it  is  still  a  gift  of  God,  and  may 
and  ought  to  minister,  not  only  to  innocent  pleasure, 
but  to  the  intellect  and  the  heart.  Man  was  made  for 
relaxation  as  truly  as  for  labor ;  and  by  a  law  of  his 
nature,  which  Has  not  received  the  attention  it  deserves, 
he  finds  perhaps  no  relaxation  so  restorative,  as  that  in 
which  he  reverts  to  his  childhood,  seems  to  forget  his 
wisdom,  leaves  the  imagination  to  exhilarate  itself  by 
sportive  inventions,  talks  of  amusing  incongruities  in 
conduct  and  events,  smiles  at  the  innocent  eccentricities 
and  odd  mistakes  of  those  whom  he  most  esteems,  al- 
lows himself  in  arch  allusions  or  kind-hearted  satire,  and 
transports  himself  into  a  world  of  ludicrous  combina- 
tions.    We  have  said,  that  on  these  occasions,  the  miad 
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seems  to  put  off  its  wisdom ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  in  a 
pure  mind,  wisdom  retreats,  if  we  may  so  say,  to  its 
centre,  and  there  unseen,  keeps  guard  over  this  transient 
folly,  draws  delicate  lines  which  are  never  to  be  passed 
in  the  freest  moments,  and,  like  a  judicious  parent 
watching  the  sports  of  childhood,  preserves  a  stainless 
innocence  of  soul  in  the  very  exuberance  of  gaiety. 
This  combinati(Mi  of  moral  power  with  wit  and  humor, 
with  comic  conceptions  and  irrepressible  laughter,  this 
union  of  mirth  and  virtue,  belongs  to  an  advanced  stage 
of  the  character ;  and  we  believe,  that  in  proportion  to 
the  diffusion  of  an  enlightened  religion,  this  action  of 
the  mind  will  increase,  and  will  overflow  in  compo- 
sitions, which,  joining*  innocence  to  sportiveness,  will 
communicate  unmixed  delight.  Religion  is  not  at  vari- 
ance with  occasional  mirth.  In  the  same  character,  the 
solemn  th<»ght  and  the  sublime  emotions  of  the  im- 
proved Christian,  may  be  joined  with  the  unanxious 
freedom,  buoyancy  and  gaiety  of  early  years. 

We  will  add  but  one  more  illustration  of  our  views. 
We  believe  that  the  union  of  religion  with  genius,  will 
favor  that  species  of  composition  to  which  it  may  seem 
at  first  to  be  least  propitious.  We  refer  to  that  depart- 
ment oi  literature,  which  has  for  its  object  the  delin- 
eation of  the  stronger  and  more  terrible  and  guilty 
passions.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  these  gloomy  and 
appalling  features  of  our  nature  may  be  best  compre- 
hended and  portrayed  by  the  purest  and  noblest  minds. 
The  C(Mnmon  idea  is,  that  overwhelming  emotions,  the 
more  diey  are  experienced,  can  the  more  effectually  be 
described.  We  have  one  strong  presumption  against 
this  doctrine.  Traditk>n  leads  us  to  believe,  that  Shak- 
speare,  though  he  painted  so  faithfully  and  fearfully  the 
storms  of  passion,  was  a  calm  and  cheerful  man.    The 
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passions  are  too  engrossed  by  their  objects  to  meditate 
on  themselves;  and  none  are  more  ignorant  of  their 
growth  and  subtle  workings  than  their  own  victims. 
Nothing  reveals  to  us  the  secrets  of  our  own  souls  like 
religion ;  and  in  disclosing  to  us,  in  ourselves,  the  tenr 
dency  of  passion  to  absorb  every  eneigy,  and  to  spread 
its  hues  over  every  thought,  it  gives  us  a  key  to  all 
souls ;  for  in  all,  human  nature  is  essentially  one,  having 
the  same  spiritual  elements,  and  the  salne  grand  fea- 
tures. No  man,  it  is  believed,  understands  the  wild  and 
irregular  motions  of  the  mind,  like  him  in  whom  a  prin- 
ciple of  divine  order  has  begun  to  establish  peace.  No 
man  knows  the  horror  of  thick  darkness  which  gathers 
over  the  slaves  of  vehement  passion,  like  him  who  is  ris- 
ing into  the  light  and  liberty  of  virtue.  There  is  indeed 
a  selfish  shrewdness,  which  is  thought  to  give  a  peculiar 
and  deep  insight  into  human  nature.  But  the  know- 
ledge, of  which  it  boasts,  is  partial,  distorted,  and  vulgar, 
and  wholly  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  literature.  We 
value  it  little.  We  believe,  that  no  qualification  avails 
so  much  to  a  knowledge  of  human  nature  in  all  its  forms, 
in  its  good  and  evil  manifestations,  as  that  enlightened, 
celestial  charity,  which  religion  alone  inspires ;  for  this 
establishes  sympathies  between  us  and  all  men,  and 
thus  makes  them  intelligible  to  us.  A  man,  imbued 
with  this  spirit,  alone  contemplates  vice,  as  it  really  ex- 
ists, and  as  it  ought  always  to  be  described.  In  the 
most  depraved  fellow  beings  he  sees  partakers  of  his 
own  nature.  Amidst  the  terrible  ravages  of  the  pas- 
sions, he  sees  conscience,  though  prostrate,  not  de- 
stroyed, nor  wholly  powerless.  He  sees  the  proofs  of 
an  unextinguished  moral  life,  in  inward  struggles,  in 
occasional  relentings,  in  sighings  for  lost  innocence,  in 
reviving  throbs  of  early  aflections,  in  the  sophistry  by 
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which  the  guilty  mind  would  become  reconciled  to  it-^ 
self,  in  remorse,  in  anxious  forebodings,  in  despair,  per- 
haps in  studied  recklessness  and  cherished  self-forget- 
fulness.  These  conjflicts  between  the  passions  and  the 
moral  nature,  are  the  most  interesting  subjects  in  the 
branch  of  literature  to  which  we  refer,  and  we  believe, 
that  to  portray  them  with  truth  and  power,  the  man  of 
genius  can  find  in  nothing  such  effectual  aid,  as  in  the 
developement  of  the  moral  and  religious  principles  in 
his  own  breast. 

We  have  given  but  a  superficial  view  of  a  great  sub 
ject.  The  connexion  of  jeligion  with  intellect  and 
literature  is  yet  to  be  pointed  put.  We  conclude  with 
expressing  our  strong  conviction  that  the  human  mind 
will  become  more  various,  piercing,  and  all-comprehend- 
ing, more  capable  of  understanding  and  expressing  the 
solemn  and  the  sportive,  the  terrible  and  the  beautiful, 
the  profound  and  the  tender,  in  proportion  as  it  shall  be 
illumined  and  penetrated  by  the  true  knowledge  of 
God.  Genius,  intellect,  imagination,  taste,  and  sensi- 
bility, must  all  be  baptized  into  religion,  or  they  will 
never  know,  and  never  make  known,  their  real  glory 
and  immortal  power. 
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MORAL  ARGUMENT 

AGAINST    CALVINISM, 

ILLUSTRATED 

IN  A  EBVIBW  OF  A  WORK  ENTITLED 

*  AGENBEAL  VIEW  OF  THE  DOCFEINES  OF  0HEI8TIANITT,  DE0I0NED  MOEB 
*  ESPECIALLY  FOR  THE  EDIFICATION  AND  INBTRUOnON  OF  FAMILIEB^ 
BOflTON,  1809.* 

The  work,  of  which  we  have  prefixed  the  title  to  this 
article,  was  published  several  years  ago,  and  has  been 
read  by  many  among  us  with  pleasure  and  profit*  But 
it  is  not  known  as  widely  as  it  should  be,  and  we  wish 
to  call  to  it  the  notice  which  it  merits.  It  is  not  an  origi- 
nal work,  but  was  compiled  chiefly  from  the  writings 
of  the  Rev.  Robert  Fellowes,  whose  name  is  probably 
known  to  most  of  our  readers.  The  title  we  think  not 
altogether  happy,  because  it  raises  an  expectation  which 
the  book  does  not  answer.  We  should  expect  from  it 
a  regular  statement  of  the  great  truths  of  our  religion  ; 
but  we  find,  what  at  present  is  perhaps  as  useful,  a  vin- 
dication of  Christianity  from  the  gross  errors,  which 
Calvinism  has  labored  to  identify  with  this  divine  sys- 
tem. This  may  easily  be  supposed  from  the  table  of 
contents.  The  book  professes  to  treat  of  the  following 
subjects ; — The  nature  of  religion  and  the  mistakes  that 
occur  on  that  subject ;  the  free-agency  and  accountable- 
ness  of  man ;  the  fall  of  Adam,  and  original  sin ;  the 
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doctrine  of  faith  m  general,  and  of  religious  faith  in  par- 
ticular ;  the  doctrine  of  works ;  the  doctrine  of  regen- 
eration; the  doctrine  of  repentance;  the  doctrine  of 
grace ;  the  doctrine  of  election  and  reprobation ;  the 
doctrine  of  perseverance ;  the  visiting  of  the  iniquities 
of  the  fathers  upon  the  children ;  and  the  sin  against 
the  Holy  Ghost,~To  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  five  thorny  points  of  Calvinism,  the  design  of  this 
compilation  will  be  sufficiently  understood  from  the 
enumeration  of  topics  now  given ;  and  few  designs  are 
more  praise-worthy,  than  to  free  Christianity  from  the 
reproach  brought  upon  it  by  that  system. 

The  woik  under  review  is  professedly  populw  in  its 
style  and  mode  *of  discussion,  ft  has  little  refined  and 
elaborate  reasoning,  but  appeals  to  the  great  moral 
principles  of  human  nature,  and  to  the  general  strain  of 
the  scriptures.  It  expresses  strongly  and  without  cir- 
cumloctttioii  the  abhorrence  with  which  every  mind, 
Hncorrupted  by  felse  theology,  must  look  ott  Calvinism ; 
and  although  some  of  its  delineations  may  be  overcharg- 
ed, yet  they  are*  substantia)^  correct,  and  their  strength 
is  their  excettence.  The  truth  is,  that  notbang  is  so 
necessary  on  this  subject  as  to  awaken  moral  feeling  in 
meres'  breasts.  Calvinism  o^ves  its  perpetuity  to  the 
influence  of  fear  in  palsying  the  twyral  nature.  Men's 
miiMb  and  cosscienees  are  subdued  by  terror,  so  that 
they  dave^  not  confess,  even  to  themselves,  the  shfink- 
Mig,  which  they  feel,  from  the  unworthy  views  which 
this  system  gives  of  God ;  and  by  thus  smothering  their 
just  abhorrence,  they  gradually  extinguish  it,  and  even 
come  to  vindicate  in  God  what  would  disgrace  his  crea- 
tures. A  voice  of  power  and  solemn  warning  is  need- 
ed to  rouse  them  from  this  lethargy,  to  give  them  a  new 
aad  a  juster  dread,  the  dread  of  incurring  God^s  dis- 
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pleasure,  by  making  him  odious,  and  exposing  religion 
to  insult  and  aversion. — In  the  present  article,  we  in- 
tend to  treat  this  subject  with  great  freedom.  But  we 
beg  that  it  may  be  understood  that  by  Calvinism  we  in- 
tend only  the  peculiarities  or  distinguishing  features  of 
that  system.  We  would  also  have  it  remembered,  that 
these  peculiarities  form  a  small  part  of  the  religious 
faith  of  a  Calvinist.  He  joins  with  them  the  general, 
fundamental,  and  most  important  truths  of  Christianity, 
by  which  they  are  always  neutralized  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  and  in  some  cases  nullified.  Accordingly 
it  has  been  our  happiness  to  see  in  the  numerous  body 
by  which  they  are  professed,  some  of  the  brightest  ex- 
amples of  christian  virtue.  Our  hostility  to  the  doc- 
trine does  not  extend  to  its  advocates.  In  bearing  our 
strongest  testimony  against  error,  we  do  not  the  less 
honor  the  moral  and  religious  worth  with  which  it  is 
often  connected. 

The  book  under  review  will  probably  be  objected  to 
by  theologians,  because  it  takes  no  notice  of  a  distinc- 
tion, invented  by  Calvinistic  metaphysicians,  for  rescu- 
ing their  doctrines  from  the  charge  of  aspersing  God's 
equity  and  goodness.  We  refer  to  the  distinction  be- 
tween natural  and  moral  inability,  a  subtlety  which 
may  be  thought  to  deserve  some  attention,  because  it 
makes  such  a  show  in  some  of  the  principal  books  of 
this  sect.  But  with  due  deference  to  its  defenders,  it 
seems  to  us  groundless  and  idle,  a  distinction  without  a 
difference.  An  inability  to  do  our  duty,  which  is  horn 
with  us,  is  to  all  intents  and  according  to  the  establish- 
ed meaning  of  the  word,  natural.  Call  it  moral,  or 
what  you  please,  it  is  still  a  part  of  the  nature  which 
our  Creator  gave  us,  and  to  suppose  that  he  punishes 
us  for  it,  because  it  is  an  inability  seated  in  the  will,  is 
19 
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just  as  absurd,  as  to  suppose  bim  to  punish  us  for  a 
weakness  of  sight  or  of  a  limb.  Common  people  can- 
not understand  this  distinction,  cannot  split  this  hair ; 
and  it  is  no  small  objection  to  Calvinism,  that,  accord- 
ing to  its  ablest  defenders,  it  can  only  be  reconciled  to 
God's  perfections,  by  a  metaphysical  subtlety,  which 
the  mass  of  people  cannot  comprehend. 

If  we  were  to  speak  as  critics  of  the  style  of  this 
book,  we  should  say,  that  whilst  generally  clear,  and 
sometimes  striking,  it  has  the  faults  of  the  style  which 
was  very  current  not  many  years  ago  in  this  country, 
and  which,  we  rejoice  to  say,  is  giving  place  to  a  better. 
The  style  to  which  we  refer,  and  which  threatened  to 
supplant  good  writing  in  thb  country,  intended  to  be 
elegant,  but  fell  into  jejuneness  and  insipidity.  It  de- 
lighted in  words  and  arrangements  of  words,  which 
were  little  soiled  by  common  use,  and  mistook  a  spruce 
neatness  for  grace.  We  had  a  Procrustes'  bed  for  sen- 
tences, and  there  seemed  to  be  a  settled  war  between 
the  style  of  writing  and  the  free  style  of  conversation. 
Times  we  think  have  changed.  Men  have  learned 
more  to  write  as  they  speak,  and  are  ashamed  to  dress 
up  familiar  thoughts,  as  if  they  were  just  arrived  from 
a  far  country,  and  could  not  appear  in  public  without  a 
foreign  and  studied  attire.  They  have  learned  that 
common  words  are  common,  precisely  because  most  fit- 
ted to  express  real  feeling  and  strong  conception,  and 
that  the  circuitous,  measured  phraseology,  which  was 
called  elegance,  was  but  the  parade  of  weakness.  They 
have  learned  that  words  are  the  signs  of  thought,  and 
worthless  counterfeits  without  it,  and  that  style  is  good, 
when,  instead  of  being  anxiously  cast  into  a  mould,  it 
seems  a  free  and  natural  expression  of  thought,  and  gives 
to  us  with  power  the  workings  of  the  author's  mind.* 
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We  have  been  led  to  make  these  remarks  on  the 
style  which  in  a  degree  marks  the  book  before  us,  from 
a  persuasion  that  this  mode  of  writing  has  been  partic- 
ularly injurious  to  religion,  and  to  rational  religion.  It 
has  crept  into  sermons  perhaps  more  than  into  any 
other  compositions,  and  has  imbued  them  with  that 
soporific  quality,  which^they  have  sometimes  been  found 
to  possess  in  an  eminent  degree.  How  many  hearers 
have  been  soothed  by  a  smooth  watery  flow  of  words,  a 
regular  chime  of  sentences,  and  elegantly  rocked  into  re- 
pose. We  are  aware,  that  preachers,  above  all  writers, 
are  excusable  for  this  style,  because  it  i.s  the  easiest ; 
and  having  too  much  work  to  do,  they  must  do  it  of 
course  in  the  readiest  way.  But  we  mourn  the  neces- 
sity, and  mourn  still  more  the  effect. — It  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  say,  that  in  this  particular,  we  think  we 
perceive  an  improvement  taking  place  in  this  region. 
Preaching  is  becoming  more  direct,  aims  more  at 
impression,  and  seeks  the  nearest  way  to  men's  hearts 
and  consciences.  We  often  hear  from  the  pulpit 
strong  thought  in  plain  and  strong  language.  It  is 
hoped,  from  the  state  of  society,  that  we  shall  not  fly 
from  one  extreme  to  another,  and  degenerate  into 
coarseness ;  but  perhaps  eyen  this  is  a  less  evil  than 
tameness  and  insipidity. 

To  return;  the  principal  argument  against  Calvin- 
ism in  the  General  View  of  Christian  Doctrines  is  the 
moral  argument^  or  that  which  is  drawn  from  the  in- 
consistency of  the  system  with  the  divine  perfections.  * 
It  is  plain  that  a  doctrine  which  contradicts  our  be?  * 
ideas  of  goodness  and  justice,  cannot  come  from  the 
just  and  good  God,  or  be  a  true  representation  of  his 
character.  This  moral  argument  has  always  been 
powerful  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  strong  holds  of  CaV 
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vinism.  Even  in  the  dark  period,  when  this  system 
was  shaped  and  finished  at  Geneva,  its  advocates  often 
writhed  under  the  weight  of  it;  and  we  cannot  but  deem 
it  a  mark  of  the  progress  of  society,  that  Calvinists  are 
more  and  more  troubled  with  the  palpable  repugnance 
of  their  doctrines  to  God's  nature,  and  accordingly 
labor  to  soften  and  explain  them,  until  in  many  cases 
the  name  only  is  retained.  If  the  stern  reformer  of 
Geneva  could  lift  up  his  head,  and  hear  the  mitigated 
tone  in  which  some  of  his  professed  followers  dispense 
his  fearful  doctrines,  we  fear,  that  he  could  not  lie  down 
in  peace,  until  he  had  poured  out  his  displeasure  on 
their  cowardice  and  degeneracy.  He  would  tell  them 
with  a  frown,  that  moderate  Cakinism  was  a  solecism, 
a  contradiction  in  terms,  and  would  bid  them  in  scorn 
to  join  their  real  friend,  Arminius.  Such  is  the  power 
of  public  opinion  and  of  an  improved  state  of  society 
on  creeds,  that  naked,  undisguised  Calvinism  is  not 
very  fond  of  showing  itself,  and  many  of  consequence 
know  imperfectly  what  it  means.  What  then  is  the 
system  against  which  the  View  of  Christian  Doctrines 
is  directed  ? 

Calvinism  teaches,  that  in  consequence  of  Adam's 
sin  in  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  God  brings  into  life  all 
his  posterity  with  a  nature  wholly  corrupt,  so  that  they 
are  utterly  indisposed,  disabled,  and  made  opposite  to 
all  that  is  spiritually  good,  and  wholly  inclined  to  all 
evil,  and  that  continually.  It  teaches,  that  all  mankind, 
having  fallen  in  Adam,  are  under  God's  wrath  and 
curse,  and  so  made  liable  to  all  miseries  in  this  life, 
to  death  itself,  and  to  the  pains  of  hell  forever.  It 
teaches,  that  from  this  ruined  race  God  out  of  his  mere 
good  pleasure  ha^  elected  a  certain  number  to  be  saved 
by  Christ,  not  induced  to  this  choice  by  any  foresight  of 
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their  faith  or  good  works^,  but  wholly  by  his  free  grace  and 
love ;  and  that  having  thus  predestinated  them  to  eter- 
nal life,  he  renews  and  sanctifies  them  by  his  almighty 
and  special  agency,  and  brings  them  into  a  state  of  grace, 
from  which  they  cannot  fall  and  perish.  It  teaches,  that 
the  rest  of  mankind  he  is  pleased  to  pass  over,  and  to 
ordain  them  to  dishonor  and  wrath  for  their  sins,  to  the 
honor  of  his  justice  and  power ;  in  other  words,  he  leaves 
the  rest  to  the  corruption  in  which  they  were  bom,  with- 
holds the  grace  which  is  necessary  to  their  recovery,  and 
condemns  them  to  ^most  grievous  torments  in  soul  and 
body  without  intermission  in  hell  fire  forever.'  Such 
is  Calvinism,  as  gathered  from  the  most  authentic 
records  of  the  doctrine.  Whoever  will  consult  the  fa- 
mous Assembly's  Catechisms  and  Confession,  will  see 
the  peculiarities  of  the  system  in  all  their  length  and 
Inreadth  of  deformity.  A  man  of  plain  sense,  whose 
spirit  has  not  been  broken  to  this  creed  by  education 
or  terror,  will  think  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to 
travel  to  heathen  countries,  to  learn  how  mournfully 
the  human  mind  may  misrepresent  the  Deity. 

The  moral  argument  against  Calvinism,  of  which  we 
have  spoken,  must  seem  irresistible  to  common  and  un- 
perverted  minds,  after  attending  to  the  brief  statement 
now  given.  It  will  be  asked  with  astonishment,  How 
is  it  possible  that  men  can  hold  th«:^e  doctrines  and  yet 
maintain  God's  goodness  and  equity  P  What  principles 
can  be  more  contradictory  ? — To  remove  the  objection 
to  Calvinism,  which  is  drawn  from  its  repugnance  to 
the  divine  perfections,  recourse  has  been  had,  as  before' 
observed,  to  the  distinction  between  natural  and  moral 
inability,  and  to  other  like  subtleties.  But  a  more  com- 
mon reply,  we  conceive,  has  been  drawn  from  the  weak- 
ness and  imperfection  of  the  human  mind,  and  from  its 
19* 
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incapacity  of  comprehending  Gckl.  Calvinists  will  teli 
us,  that  because  a  doctrine  opposes  our  convictions  of 
rectitude,  it  is  not  necessarily  false ;  that  apparent  are 
not  always  real  inconsistencies ;  that  God  is  an  infinite 
and  incomprehensible  being,  and  not  to  be  tried  by  our 
ideas  of  fitness  and  morality ;  that  we  bring  their  system 
to  an  incompetent  tribunal,  when  we  submit  it  to  the 
decision  of  human  reason  and  conscience ;  that  we  are 
weak  judges  of  what  is  right  and  wrong,  good  and  evil 
in  the  Deity ;  that  the  happiness  of  the  universe  may 
require  an  administration  of  human  afiairs  which  is  very 
offensive  to  limited  understandings  ;  that  we  must  fol- 
low revelation,  not  reason  or  moral  feeling,  and  must 
consider  doctrines  which  shock  us  in  revelation,  as  aw- 
ful mysteries,  which  are  dark  through  our  ignorance, 
and  which  time  will  enlighten.  How  little,  it  is  added, 
can  man  explain  or  understand  God's  ways.  How  in- 
consistent the  miseries  of  life  appear  with  goodness  in 

^  the  Creator.  How  prone  too  have  men  always  been  to 
confound  good  and  evil,  to  call  the  just,  unjust.  How 
presumptuous  is  it  in  such  a  being,  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  God,  and  to  question  the  rectitude  of  the  divine 
administration,  because  it  shocks  his  sense  of  rectitude. 
Such  we  conceive  to  be  a  fair  statement  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Calvinist  frequently  meets  the  objec- 

V  tioo,  that  his  system  is  at  war  with  God's  attributes. 
Such  the  reasoning  by  which  the  voice  of  conscience 
and  nature  is  stifled,  and  men  are  reconciled  to  doc- 
trines, which,  if  tried  by  the  established  principles  of 
morality,  would  be  rejected  with  horror.  On  this  rea- 
soning Ve  purpose  to  offer  some  remarks ;  and  we  shall 
avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity,  to  give  our  views  of 
the  confidence  which  is  due  to  our  rational  aad  moral 
faculties  in  religion. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


228  ' 

That  God  is  infinite,  and  that  man  often  errs,  we  af- 
firm as  strongly  as  our  Calvinistic  brethren.  We  de- 
sire to  think  humbly  of  ourselves,  and  reverently  of 
our  Creator.  In  the  stronj^  language  of  scripture,  *  We 
now  see  through  a  glass  darkly.?  ^We  cannot  by 
searching  find  out  God  unto  perfection  ?  Clouds  and 
darkness  are  round  about  him.  His  judgments  are 
a  great  deep.'  God  is  great  and  good  beyond  utter- 
ance or  thought.  We  have  no  disposition  to  idolize  out 
own  powers,  or  to  penetrate  the  secret  counsels  of  the 
Deity.  But  on  the  other  hand,  we  think  it  ungrateful 
to  disparage  the  powers  which  our  Creator  has  given 
us,  or  to  question  the  certainty  or  importance  of  the 
knowledge  which  he  has  seen  fit  to  place  within  our 
reach.  There  is  an  affected  humility,  we  think,  as 
dangerous  as  pride.  We  may  rate  our  faculties  too 
meanly,  as  well  as  too  boastingly.  The  worst  error  in 
religion  after  all,  is  that  of  the  skeptic,  who  records  tri- 
umphantly the  weaknesses  and  wanderings  of  tlie  hu- 
man intellect,  and  miaintains  that  no  trust  is  due  to  the 
decisions  of  this  erring  reason.  We  by  no  means  con- 
ceive, that  man's  greatest  danger  springs  from  pride 
of  understanding,  though  we  think  as  badly  of  this  vice 
as  other  christians.  The  history  of  the  church  proves, 
that  men  may  trust  their  faculties  too  little  as  well  as 
too  much,  and  that  the  timidity,  which  shrinks  from 
investigation,  has  injured  the  mind,  and  betrayed  the 
interests  of  Christianity,  as  much  as  an  irreverent  bold- 
ness of  thought. 

It  is  an  important  truth,  which,  we  apprehend,  has 
not  been  sufficiently  developed,  that  the  ultimate  reli- 
ance of  a  human  being  is  and  must  be  on  his  own  mind. 
To  confide  in  God,  we  must  first  confide  in  the  facul- 
ties, by  which  He  is  apprehended,  and  by  which  the 
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proofs  of  bis  existence  are  weighed.  A  trust  in  our 
ability  to  distinguish  between  truth  and  falsehood  is 
implied  in  every  act  of  belief;  for  to  question  this  abil- 
ity would  of  necessity  unsettle  all  belief.  We  cannot 
take  a  step  in  reasoning  or  action  without  a  secret 
reliance  on  our  own  minds.  Religion  in  particular 
implies,  that  we  have  understandings  endowed  and 
qualified  for  the  highest  employments  of  intellect. 
In  a£Qrming  the  existence  and  perfections  of  God, 
we  suppose  and  afiirm  the  existence  in  ourselves  of 
faculties  which  correspond  to  these  sublime  objects, 
and  which  are  fitted  to  discern  them.  Religion  is  a 
conviction  and  an  act  of  the  human  soul,  so  that  in  de- 
nying confidence  to  the  one  we  subvert  the  truth  and 
claims  of  the  other.  Nothing  is  gained  to  piety  by  de- 
grading human  nature,  for  in  the  competency  of  this 
nature  to  know  and  judge  of  God  all  piety  has  its 
foundation.  Our  proneness  to  err  instructs  us  indeed 
to  use  our  powers  with  great  caution,  but  not  to  con- 
temn and  neglect  them.  The  occasional  abuse  of  our 
faculties,  be  it  ever  so  enormous,  does  not  prove  them 
unfit  for  their  highest  end,  which  is,  to  fdrm  clear  and 
consistent  views  of  God.  Because  our  eyes  sometimes 
fail  or  deceive  us,  would  a  wise  man  pluck  them  out,  or 
cover  them  with  a  bandage,  and  choose  to  walk  and 
work  in  the  dark  ?  or  because  they  cannot  distinguish 
distant  objects,  can  they  discern  nothing  clearly  in  their 
proper  sphere,  and  is  sight  to  be  pronounced  a  fallacious 
guide  ?  Men  who,  to  support  a  creed,  would  shake  our 
trust  in  the  calm,  deliberate,  and  distinct  decisions  of 
our  rational  and  moral  powers,  endanger  religion  more 
than  its  open  foes,  and  forge  the  deadliest  weapon  for 
the  infidel. 
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It  is  true  that  God  is  an  infinite  being,  and  also  true, 
that  his  powers  and  perfections,  his  purposes  and  opera- 
tions, his  ends  and  means,  being  unlimited,  are  titcom- 
prehensible.  In  other  Words,  they  cannot  he  wholly 
taken  in  or  embraced  by  the  human  mind«  In  the 
strong  and  figurative  language  of  scripture,  we  ^  know 
nothing'  of  God's  ways ;  that  is,  we  know  very  few  of 
them.  But  this  is  just  as  true  of  the  most  advanced 
archangel  as  of  man.  In  comparison  with  the  yastness 
of  God's  system,  the  range  of  the  highest  created  intel- 
lect is  narrow ;  and  in  this  particular,  man's  lot  does 
not  differ  from  that  of  his  elder  brethren  in  heaven. 
We  are  both  confined  in  oup  observation  and  experience 
to  a  little  spot  in  the  creation.  But  are  an  angel's  fac- 
ulties worthy  of  no  trust,  or  is  his  knowledge  uncertain, 
because  he  learns  and  reasons  from  a  small  part  of 
God's  works  ?  or  are  his  judgments  respecting  the  Cre- 
ator to  be  charged  with  presumption,  because  his  views 
do  not  spread  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  universe? 
We  grant  that  our  understandings  cannot  stretch  be- 
yond a  very  narrow  sphere.  But  still  the  lessons, 
which  we  learn  within  this  sphere,  are  just  as  sure,  as 
if  it  were  indefinitely  enlarged.  Because  much  is  un- 
explored, we  are  not  to  suspect  what  we  have  actually 
discovered.  Knowledge  is  not  the  less  real,  because 
confined.  The  man  who  has  never  set  foot  beyond  his 
native  village,  knows  its  scenery  and  inhabitants  as 
undoubtingly,  as  if  he  had  travelled  to  the  poles.  We 
indeed  see  very  little ;  but  that  little  is  as  true,  as  if 
everything  else  were  seen ;  and  our  future  discoveries 
must  agree  with  and  support  it.  Should  the  whole  order 
and  purposes  of  the  universe  be  opened  to  us,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  nothing  would  be  disclosed,  which  would  in 
any  degree  shake  our  persuasion,  that  the  earth  is  in- 
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habited  by  rational  and  moral  beings,  who  are  author- 
ised to  expect  from  their  Creator  the  most  benevolent 
and  equitable  government.  No  extent  of  observation 
can  unsettle  those  primary  and  fundamental  principles 
of  moral  truth,  which  we  derive  from  our  highest  facul- 
ties operating  in  the  relations  in  which  God  has  fixed 
us.  In  every  region  and  period  of  the  universe,  it  will 
be  as  true  as  it  is  now  on  the  earth,  that  knowledge  and 
power  are  the  measures  of  responsibility,  and  that  natu- 
ral incapacity  absolves  from  guilt.  These  and  other 
moral  verities,  which  are  among  our  clearest  percep- 
tions, would,  if  possible,  be  strengthened,  in  proportion 
as  our  powers  should  be  enlarged ;  because  harmony  and 
consistency  are  the  characters  of  God's  administration, 
and  all  our  researches  into  the  universe  only  serve  to 
manifest  its  unity,  and  to  show  a  wider  operation  of  the 
laws  which  we  witness  and  experience  on  earth. 

We  grant  that  God  is  incomprehensible^  in  the  sense 
already  given.  But  he  is  not  therefore  unintelligible ; 
and  this  distinction  we  conceive  to  be  important.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  know  the  whole  nature  and  proper- 
ties of  God,  but  still  we  can  form  some  clear  ideas  of 
him,  and  can  reason  from  these  ideas  as  justly  as  from 
any  other.  The  truth  is,  that  we  cannot  be  said  to 
comprehend  any  being  whatever,  not  the  simplest  plant 
or  animal.  All  have  hidden  properties.  Our  knowl- 
edge of  all  is  limited.  But  have  we  therefore  no 
distinct  ideas  of  the  objects  around  us,  and  is  all  our 
reasoning  about  them  unworthy  of  trust?  Because 
God  is  infinite,  his  name  is  not  therefore  a  mere  sound. 
It  is  a  representative  of  some  distinct  conceptions  of  our 
Creator;  and  these  conceptions  are  as  sure,  and  impor- 
tant, and  as  proper  materials  for  the  reasoning  faculty, 
as  they  would  be  if  our  views  were  indefinitely  enlarg- 
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ed.  We  cannot  indeed  trace  God's  goodness  and  recti- 
tude through  the  whole  field  of  his  operations ;  but  we 
know  the  essential  nature  of  these  attributes,  and  there- 
fore can  often  judge  what  accords  with  and  opposes 
them.  God's  goodness,  because  infinite,  does  not  cease 
to  be  goodness,  or  essentially  differ  from  the  same  attri- 
bute in  man ;  nor  does  justice  change  its  nature,  so  that 
it  cannot  be  understood,  because  it  is  seated  in  an  un- 
bounded mind.  There  have  indeed  been  philosophers, 
*  falsely  so  called,'  who  have  argued  from  the  unlimit- 
ed nature  of  God,  that  we  cannot  ascribe  to  him  justice 
and  other  moral  attributes,  in  any  proper  or  definite 
sense  of  those  words ;  and  the  inference  is  plain,  that 
all  religion  or  worship,  wanting  an  intelligible  object, 
must  be  a  misplaced,  wasted  offering.  This  doctrine 
irom  the  infidel  we  reject  with  abhorrence  ;  but  some- 
thing, not  very  different,  too  often  reaches  us  from  the 
mistaken  christian ;  who,  to  save  his  creed,  shrouds  the 
Creator  in  utter  darkness.  In  opposition  to  both,  we 
maintain  that  God's  attributes  are  intelligible,  and  that 
we  can  conceive  as  truly  of  his  goodness  and  justice, 
as  of  these  qualities  in  men.  In  fact,  these  qualities 
are  essentially  the  same  in  God  and  man,  though  dif- 
fering in  degree,  in  purity,  and  in  extent  of  operation. 
We  know  not  and  we  cannot  conceive  of  any  other  jus- 
tice or  goodness,  than  we  learn  from  our  own  nature ; 
and  if  God  have  not  these,  he  is  altogether  unknown  to 
us  as  a  moral  bein^ ;  he  offers  nothing  for  esteem  and 
love  to  rest  upon ;  the  objection  of  the  infidel  is  just,  that 
worship  is  wasted ;  *  We  worship  we  know  not  what.' 

It  is  asked,  on  what  authority  we  ascribe  to  God  v' 
goodness  and  rectitude,  in  the  sense  in  which  these 
attributes  belong  to  men,  or  how  we  can  judge  of  the 
nature  of  attributes  in  the  mind  of  the  Creator?     We 
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answer  by  ^ekm^^  How  it  is  that  we  become'  acqptaint- 
ed  wkh  the  ffiiod  of  a  fellow  creature  ?  The  last  b  as 
iflmibky  as  removed  from  immediate  inspection,  as  the 
first.  Still  we  do  not  hesitate  to  speak  of  the  justice 
and  goodness  oi  a  neighbour ;  and  how  do  we  gain  ooi 
knowledge  ?  .  We  answer,  bj  witnessing  the  effects, 
c^rations,  and  expressions  of  these  attributes.  It  is  a 
law  of  our  nature  to  argue  from  the  effect  to  the  cause^ 
from  the  action  to  the  agent,  from  the  ends  proposed 
and  from  the  means  of  pursuing  them,  to  the  character 
and  disposition  of  the  being  in  whom  we  obsenre  them* 
Bjr  these  processes^  we  learn  the  invisible  mind  and 
character  of  man ;  and  by  the  same  we  ascend  to  the 
mind  of  God,  whose,  works,  effects,  operationsy  and 
ends,  are  as  expressire  and  significant  of  justice  and 
goodness,  as  the  best  and  most  decisive  actions  of  men. 
If  this  reasoning  be  sound,  (and  all  religion  rests  npoia 
it,)  then  God's  justice  and  goodness  are  intelligible  at- 
tributes, agreeing  essentially  with  the  same  qualities  in 
ourselves*  Their  operation  indeed  is  infinitely  wider, 
and  they  are  employed  in  accomplishing  not  only  knme- 
diale  but  remote  and  unknown  ends.  Of  consequence, 
we  must  expect  that  many  parts  of  the  divine  admints* 
(3patioH  will  be  obscure^  that  is,  will  not  produce  immedi^ 
ate  good,  and  an  immediate  distinction  between  virtue 
and  vice*  Bnt  still  the  unbounded  opera^n  of  these 
attributes  does  not  change  their  nature.  They  are  still 
the  same,  as  if  they  acted  in  the  narrowest  sphere. 
We  can  still  determine  in  many  cases  wkit  does  not 
accord  with  the^.  We  are  particularly  sure  that  those 
essential  principles  of  justice,  which  enter  into  and  even 
form  ouf  conception  of  this  attribute,  must  pervade 
every  province  and  every  period  of  the  administraticm 
t»f  a  just  being,  and  that  to  suppose  the  Creator  in  any 
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instance  to  forsake  them,  is  to  charge  him  directly  with 
unrighteousness,  however  loudly  the  lips  may  compli- 
ment his  equity. 

^  But  is  it  not  presumptuous  in  man,'  it  is  continual- 
ly said,  *  to  sit  in  judgment  on  God  ?  ^  We  answer, 
that  to  ^  sit  in  judgment  on  God '  is  an  ambiguous  and 
offensive  phrase,  conveying  to  common  minds  the  ideas 
of  irreverence,  boldness,  familiarity.  The  question 
would  be  better  stated  thus; — Is  it  not  presumptuous  in 
man  to  judge  concerning  God,  and  concerning  what 
agrees  or  disagrees  with  his  attributes?  We  answer 
confidently.  No ;  for  in  many  cases  we  are  competent 
and  even  bound  to  judge.  And  we  plead  first  in  our 
defence  the  scriptures.  How  contihusdly  does  God  in 
his  word  appeal  to  the  understanding  and  moral  judg- 
ment of  man.  ^  O  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  and  men 
of  Judah,  judge,  I  pray  you  between  me  and  my  vine- 
yard. What  could  have  been  done  more  to  my  vineyard, 
that  I  have  not  done  in  it.'  We  observe  in  the  next 
place,  that  all  religion  supposes  and  is  built  on  judg- 
ments passed  by  us  on  God  and  on  his  operations.  Is 
it  not,  for  example,  our  duty  and  a  leading  part  of  piety 
to  praise  God  ?  And  what  is  praising  a  being,  but  to 
adjudge  and  ascribe  to  him  just  and  generous  deeds  and 
motives?  And  of  what  value  is  praise,  except  from 
those,  who  are  capable  of  distinguishing  between  actions 
which  exalt,  and  actions  which  degrade  the  character  ? 
Is  it  presumption  to  call  God  excellent?  And  what 
is  this,  but  to  refer  his  character  to  a  standard  of  ex- 
.cellence,  to  try  it  by  the  established  principles  of  recti- 
tude, and  to  pronounce  its  conformity  to  them ;  that  is, 
to  judge  of  God  and  his  operations  ? 

We  are  presumptuous,  we  are  told,  in  judging  of  our 
Creator.  But  he  himself  has  made  this  our  duty,  in 
20 
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giving  us  a  moral  faculty ;  and  to  decline  it,  is  to  violate 
the  primary  law  of  our  nature.  Conscience,  the  sense 
of  right,  the  power  of  perceiving  moral  distinctions,  the 
power  of  discerning  between  justice  and  injustice,  ex- 
cellence and  baseness,  is  the  highest  faculty  given  us 
by  God,  the  whole  foundation  of  our  responsibility,  and 
our  sole  capacity  for  religion.  Now  we  are  forbidden 
by  this  faculty  to  love  a  being,  who  wants,  or  who  fails 
to  discover,  moral  excellence.  God,  in  giving  us  con- 
science, has  implanted  a  principle  within  us,  which  for- 
bids us  to  prostrate  ourselves  before  mere  power,  or  to 
offer  praise  where  we  do  not  discover  wortli ;  a  princi- 
ple, which  challenges  our  supreme  homage  for  supreme 
goodness,  and  which  absolves  us  from  guilt,  when  we 
abhor  a  severe  and  unjust  administration.  Our  Creator 
has  consequently  waived  his  own  claims  on  our  venera- 
tion and  obedience,  any  farther  than  he  discovers  himself 
to  us  in  characters  of  benevolence,  equity,  and  righte- 
ousness. He  rests  his  authority  on  the  perfect  coinci- 
dence of  his  will  and  government  with  those  great  and 
fundamental  principles  of  morality  written  on  our  souls. 
He  desires  no  worship,  but  that  which  springs  from  the 
exercise  of  our  moral  faculties  upon  his  character,  from 
our  discernment  and  persuasion  of  his  rectitude  and 
goodness.  He  asks,  he  accepts,  no  love  or  admiration 
but  from  those,  who  can  understand  the  nature  and  the 
proofs  of  moral  excellence. 

There  are  two  or  three  striking  facts,  which  show 
that  there  is  no  presumption  in  judging  of  God,  and  of 
what  agreed  or  disagrees  with  his  attributes.  The  first 
fact  is,  that  the  most  intelligent  and  devout  men  have 
often  employed  themselves  in  proving  the  existence  and 
perfections  of  God,  and  have  been  honored  for  this 
service  to  the  cause  of  religion.     Now  we  ask,  what  is 
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meant  by  the  proofs  of  a  divine  perfection  ?  They  are 
certain  acts,  operations,  and  methods  of  government, 
which  are  proper  and  natural  efiects,  signs,  and  expres- 
sions of  this  perfection,  and  from  which,  according  to 
the  established  principles  of  reasoning,  it  may  be  infer- 
red* To  prove  the  divine  attributes  is  to  collect  and 
arrange  those  works  and  ways  of  the  Creator,  which  ac* 
cord  with  these  attributes,  c<»rrespond  to  them,  flow  from 
them,  and  express  them.  Of  consequence,  te  prove 
them  requires  and  implies  the  power  of  judging  of  what 
agrees  toith  them^  of  discerning  their  proper  marks  and 
expressions.  All  our  treatises  on  natural  theology  rest 
cm  this  power.  Every  argument  in  support  of  a  diviae 
perfection  is  an  exercise  of  it.  To  deny  it  is  to  over* 
throw  all  religimi. 

Now  if  such  are  the  proofs  of  God's  goodness  and 
justice,  and  if  we  are  capable  of  discerning  them,  then 
we  are  not  nece«iarily  presumptuous,  when  we  say  of 
particular  measures  ascribed  to  him,  that  they  are  in* 
consistent  with  his  attributes,  and  cannot  belong  to  him* 
There  is  plainly  no  more  presumption  in  affirming  of 
certain  principles  of  administration,  that  they  <^pose 
God's  equity  and  would  prove  him  unrighteous,  than  to 
affirm  of  others^  that  they  prove  him  upright  and  good. 
Thei^e  are  signs  and  evidences  of  injustice  as  unequiv- 
ocal as  those  of  justice ;  and  our  faculties  are  as  ade* 
quate  to  the  perception  of  the  last  as  of  the  first.  If 
they  must  not  be  trusted  in  deciding  what  would  prove 
God  unjust,  they  are  unworthy  of  confidence  when  they 
gather  evidences  of  his  rectitude ;  and  of  conrse^  the 
whole  structure  of  religioti  must  fall. 

It  is  no  slight  objection  to  the  mode  of  reasoning 
adopted  by  the  Calvinist,  that  it  renders  the  proof  of  the 
divine  attributes  impossible.    When  we  object  to  hit 
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representations  of  the  divine  government,  that  they  shock 
our  clearest  ideas  of  goodness  and  justice,  he  replies, 
that  still  thej  may  be  true,  because  we  linow  very  lit- 
tle of  God,  and  what  seems  unjust  to  man,  may  be  in 
the  Creator  the  perfection  of  rectitude.  Now  this 
weapon  has  a  double  edge.  If  the  strongest  marks  and 
expressions  of  injustice  do  not  prove  God  unjust,  then  the 
strongest  marks  of  the  opposite  character  do  not  prove 
him  righteous.  If  the  first  do  not  deserve  confidence, 
because  of  our  narrow  views  of  God,  neither  do  the 
last.  If,  when  more  shall  be  known,  the  first  may  be 
found  consistent  with  perfect  rectitude,  so,  when  more 
shall  be  known,  the  last  may  be  found  consistent  with 
infinite  malignity  and  oppression.  This  reasoning  of 
our  opponents  casts  us  on  an  ocean  of  awful  uncer- 
tainty. Admit  it,  and  we  have  no  proofs  of  God's  good- 
ness and  equity  to  rely  upon.  What  we  call  proofs, 
may  be  mere  appearances,  which  a  wider  knowledge 
of  God  may  reverse.  The  future  may  show  us,  that 
the  very  laws  and  works  of  the  Creator,  from  which 
we  now  infer  his  kindness,  are  consistent  with  the 
most  determined  purpose  to  spread  infinite  misery  and 
goilt,  and  were  intended,  by  raising  hope,  to  add  the 
agony  of  disappointment  to  our  other  woes.  Why 
may  not  these  anticipations,  horrible  as  they  are,  be 
verified  by  the  unfolding  of  God's  system,  if  our  reason- 
ings about  his  attributes  are  rendered  so  very  uncertain* 
as  Calvinism  teaches,  by  the  infinity  of  his  nature  ? 

We  have  mentioned  one  fact  to  show  that  it  is  not 
presumptuous  to  judge  of  God,  and  of  what  accords 
with  and  opposes  his  attributeis ;  namely,  the  fact  that 
his  attributes  are  thought  susceptible  of  proof.  Anoth- 
er fact,  very  decisive  on  this  point,  is,  that  Christians 
of  all  classes  have  concurred  in  resting  the  truth  of 
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Christianity  in  a  great  degree  on  its  internal  evidence, 
that  is,  on  its  accordance  with  the  perfections  of  God. 
How  common  is  it  to  hear  from  religious  teachers,  that 
Christianity  is  worthy  of  a  good  and  righteous  being,  that 
it  bears  the  marks  of  a  divine  original.  Volumes  have 
been  written  on  its  internal  proofs,  on  the  coincidence 
of  its  purposes  and  spirit  with  our  highest  conceptions 
of  God.  How  common  too  is  it,  to  say  of  other  relig- 
ions, that  they  are  at  war  with  the  divine  nature,  with 
God's  rectitude  and  goodness,  and  that  we  want  no 
other  pro9fs  of  their  falsehood.  And  what  does  all  this 
reasoning  imply  ?  Clearly  this,  that  we  are  capable  of 
determining,  in  many  cases,  what  is  worthy  and  what 
is  unworthy  of  God,  what  accords  with  and  what  oppo- 
ses his  moral  attributes.  Deny  us  this  capacity,  and  it 
would  be  no  presumption  against  a  professed  revelation, 
that  it  ascribed  to  the  Supreme  Being  the  most  detesta- 
ble practices.  It  might  still  be  said  in  support  of  such 
a  system,  that  it  is  arrogant  in  man  to  determine  what 
kind  of  revelation  suits  the  character  of  the  Creator. 
Christianity  then  leans,  at  least  in  part,  and  some  think 
chiefly,  on  internal  evidence,  or  on  its  agreeableness  to 
God's  moral  attributes ;  and  is  it  probable,  that  this  re- 
ligion, having  this  foundation,  contains  representations 
of  God's  government  which  shock  our  ideas  of  recti- 
tude, and  that  it  silences  our  objections  by  telling  us, 
that  we  are  no  judges  of  what  suits  or  opposes  his  in- 
finite nature  ? 

We  will  name  one  more  fact  to  show,  that  it  is  not 
presumptuous  to  form  these  judgments  of  the  Creator. 
All  Christians  are  accustomed  to  reason  from  God's  at- 
tributes, and  to  use  them  as  tests  of  doctrines.  In  their 
controversies  with  one  another,  they  spare  no  pains  to 
show,  that  their  particular  views  accord  best  with  the 
20* 
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diirine  perfections^  and  every  sect  labors  to  throw  <m  its 
adversaries  the  odium  of  maintaining  what  is  unworthy 
of  God.  Theological  writings  are  filled  with  such  ar- 
guments ;  and  yet  we^  it  seems,  are  guilty  of  awful  pre- 
sumption,  when  we  deny  of  God  principles  of  adminis- 
tration, against  which  every  pure  and  good  sentiment  in 
our  breasts  rises  in  abhorrence. 

We  shall  conclude  this  discussion  with  an  important 
inquiry.  If  God's  justice  and  goodness  are  consistent 
with  those  operations  and  modes  of  government,  which 
Calvinism  ascribes  to  him,  of  what  use  is  our  belief  in 
these  perfections  P  What  expectations  can  we  found 
upon  them  ?  If  it  consist  with  divine  rectitude  to  cwi- 
sign  to  everlasting  misery,  beings  who  have  come  guilty 
and  impotent  from  his  hand,  we  beg  to  know  what  in- 
terest we  have  in  this  rectitude,  what  pledge  of  good 
it  contains,  or  what  evil  can  be  imagined  which  may 
not  be  its  natural  result  ?  If  justice  and  goodness, 
when  stretched  to  infinity,  take  such  strange  forms  and 
appear  in  such  unexpected  and  apparently  inconsistent 
operations,  how  are  we  sure,  that  they  will  not  give 
up  the  best  men  to  ruin,  and  leave  the  universe  to  the 
powers  of  darkness  P  Such  results  indeed  seem  incom- 
patible with  these  attributes,  but  not  more  so  than  the 
acts  attributed  to  God  by  Calvinism.  Is  it  said,  that  the 
divine  faithfulness  is  pledged  in  the  scriptures  to  a  hap- 
pier issue  of  things  P  But  why  should  not  divine  faith- 
fulness transcend  our  poor  understandings  as  much  as 
divine- goodness  and  justice,  and  why  may  not  God, 
consistently  with  this  attribute,  crush  every  hope  which 
his  word  has  raised  ?  Thus  all  the  divine  perfections 
are  lost  to  us  as  grounds  of  encouragement  and  consola- 
tion, if  we  maintain,  that  their  infinity  places  them  be^ 
yond  our  judgment,  and  that  we  must  expect  from  thera 
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nieasures  and  operations  entirel j  opposed  to  what  seems 
to  us  most  accordant  with  their  nature. 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  testimo- 
n J  of  our  rational  and  moral  faculties  against  Calvinbm, 
is  worthy  of  trust.*— We  know  that  this  reasoning  will 
be  met  by  the  question,  What  then  becomes  of  Christi- 
anity ?  for  this  religion  plainly  teaches  the  doctrines  you 
have  condemned.  Our  answer  is  ready.  Christianity 
contains  no  such  doctrines.  Christianity,  reason,  and 
conscience  are  perfectly  harmonious  on  the  subject  un- 
der discussion.  Our  religion,  fairly  construed,  gives  no 
countenance  to  that  system,  which  has  arrogated  to 
itself  the  distinction  of  Evangelical.  We  cannot,  how- 
ever, enter  this  field  at  present.  We  will  only  say  that 
the  general  spirit  of  Christianity  affords  a  very  strong 
presumption,  that  its  records  teach  no  such  doctrines  as 
we  have  opposed.  This  spirit  is  love,  charity,  benevo- 
lence. Christianity,  we  all  agree,  is  designed  to  mani- 
fest Grod  as  perfect  benevolence,  and  to  bring  men  to 
love  and  imitate  him.  Now  is  it  probable,  that  a  re- 
ligion, having  this  object,  gives  views  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  from  which  our  moral  convictions,  and  benevo- 
lent sentiments  shrink  with  horror,  and  which  if  made 
our  pattern,  would  convert  us  into  monsters!  It  is 
plain  that  were  a  human  parent  to  fonn  himself  on  the 
universal  Father,  as  described  by  Calvinism,  that  is, 
were  he  to  bring  his  children  into  life  totally  depraved, 
and  then  to  pursue  them  with  endless  punishment, 
we  should  charge  him  with  a  cruelty  not  surpassed 
in  the  annals  of  the  world ;  or  were  a  sovereign  to 
incapacitate  his  subjects  in  any  way  whatever  for 
obeying  his  laws,  and  then  to  torture  them  in  dun- 
geons of  perpetual  wo,  we  should  say,  that  history  re- 
cords no  darker  crime.     And  is  it  probable,  that  a  reli- 
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gien,  which  aims  to  attract  and  assimilate  us  to  God, 
considered  as  love,  should  hold  him  up  to  us  in  these 
heart-withering  characters  ?  We  may  confidently  ex- 
pect to  find  in  such  a  system  the  brightest  views  o£ 
the  divine  nature ;  and  the  same  objections  lie  against 
interpretations  of  its  records,  which  savor  of  cruelty 
and  injustice,  as  lie  against  the  literal  sense  of  pas- 
sages which  ascribe  to  God  bodily  wants  and  organs. 
Let  the  scriptures  be  read  with  a  recollection  of  the 
spirit  of  Christianity,  and  with  that  modification  of  par- . 
tkular  texts  by  this  general  spirit,  which  a  just  criticism 
requires,  and  Calvinism  would  no  more  enter  the  mind 
of  the  reader,  than  Popery,  we  had  almost  said,  than 
Heathenism. 

In  the  remarks  now  made,  it  will  be  seen,  we  hope, 
that  we  have  aimed  to  expose  doctrines,  not  to  con- 
demn their  professors.  It  is  true,  that  men  are  apt  to 
think  themselves  assailed,  when  their  system  only  is 
called  to  account.  But  we  have  no  foe  but  error.  We 
are  less  and  less  disposed  to  measure  the  piety  of  oth- 
ers by  peculiarities  of  faith.  Men's  characters  are  de- 
termined, not  by  the  opinions  which  they  profess,  but 
by  those  on  which  their  thoughts  habitually  fasten, 
which  recur  to  them  most  forcibly,  and  which  color 
their  ordinary  views  of  God  and  duty.  The  creed  of 
habit,  imitation,  or  fear,  may  be  defended  stoutly,  and 
yet  have  little  practical  influence.  The  mind,  when 
compelled  by  education  or  other  circumstances  to  re- 
ceive irrational  doctrines,  has  yet  a  power  of  keeping 
them,  as  it  were,  on  its  surface,  of  excluding  them  from 
its  depths,  of  refusing  to  incorporate  them  with  its  own 
being ;  and  when  burdened  with  a  mixed,  incongruous 
system,  it  often  discovers  a  sagacity,  which  reminds  us 
of  the   instinct  of  inferior  animals,   in  selecting  the 
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healthful  and  nutritious  portions,  and  in  making  them 
its  daily  food.  Accordingly  the  real  faith  often  corres- 
ponds little  with  that  which  is  professed*  .  It  often  hap- 
pens, that  through  the  progress  of  the  mind  in  light  and 
virtue,  opinions,  once  central,  are  gradually  thrown 
outward,  lose  their  vitality,  and  cease  to  be  principles 
of  action,  whilst  through  habit  they  are  defended  as 
articles  of  faith*  The  words  of  the  creed  survive,  but 
its  advocates  sympathize  with  it  little  more  than  its 
foes.  These  remarks  are  particularly  applicable  to 
the  present  subject.  A  large  number,  perhaps  a  ma- 
jority of  those,  who  surname  themselves  with  the 
name  of  Calvin,  have  little  more  title  to  it  than  our- 
selves. They  keep  the  name,  and  drop  the  principles 
which  it  signifies.  They  adhere  to  the  system  as  a 
whole,  but  shrink  from  all  its  parts  and  distinguishing 
points.  This  silent  but  real  defection  from  Calvinism 
is  spreading  more  and  more  widely.  The  grim  fea- 
tures of  this  system  are  softening,  and  its  stern  spirit 
yielding  to  conciliation  and  charity.  We  beg  our  read- 
ers to  consult  for  themselves  the  two  Catechisms  and 
the  Confession  of  the  Westminster  Assembly,  and  to 
compare  these  standards  of  Calvinism,  with  what  now 
bears  its  name.  They  will  rejoice,  we  doubt  not  in 
the  triumphs  of  truth.  With  thes6  views,  ^e  have  no 
disposition  to  disparage  the  professors  of  the  xsystem 
which  we  condemn,  although  we  believe  that  its  influ- 
ence is  yet  so  extensive  and  pernicious  as  to  bind  us  to 
oppose  it. 

Calvinism,  we  are  piersuaded,  is  giving  place  to  bet- 
ter views.  It  has  passed  its  meridian,  and  is  sinking, 
to  rise  no  more.  It  has  to  contend  with  foes  more  for- 
midable than  theologians,  with  foes,  from  whom  it  can- 
not shield  itself  in  mystery  and  metaphysical  subtleties, 
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we  mean  with  the  progress  of  the  haman  mind,  and 
with  the  progress  of  the  spirit  of  the  gospel.  Society 
is  going  forward  in  intelligence  and  charity,  and  of 
course  is  leaving  the  theology  of  the  sixteenth  century 
behind  it.  We  hail  this  revolution  of  opinion  as  a  most 
auspicious  event  to  the  Christian  cause.  We  hear  much 
at  pesent  of  efforts  to  spread  the  gospel.  But  Chris* 
tianity  is  gaining  more  l^  the  removal  of  degrading  er- 
rors, than  it  would  by  armies  of  missionaries  who  should 
carry  with  them  a  corrupted  form  of  the  religion.  We 
think  the  decline  of  Calvinism  one  of  the  most  encour- 
aging facts  in  our  passing  history ;  for  this  system,  by 
outraging  conscience  and  reason,  tends  to  array  these 
high  fiau^ulties  against  revelation.  Its  errors  are  pecu- 
liarly mournful,  because  they  relate  to  the  character  of 
God.  It  darkens  and  stains  his  pure  nature ;  ^ils  his 
character  of  its  sacredness,  loveliness,  glory ;  and  thus 
quenches  the  central  light  of  the  universe,  makes  exist- 
ence a  curse,  and  the  extinction  of  it  a  consummation 
devoutly  to  be  wished.  We  now  speak  of  the  peculiar- 
ities of  this  system,  and  of  their  natural  influence,  when 
not  counteracted,  as  they  always  are  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  by  better  views,  derived  from  the  spirit  and 
plain  lessons  of  Christianity. 

We  have  had  so  much  to  do  with  our  sul^ect,  that 
we  have  neglected  to  make  the  usual  extracts  from  the 
book  which  we  proposed  to  review.  We  earnestly 
wish,  that  a  work,  answering  to  the  title  of  this,  which 
should  give  us. '  a  general  view  of  Christian  doctrines,^ 
might  be  undertaken  by  a  powerful  hand.  Next  to  a 
good  commentary  on  the  scriptures,  it  would  be  the 
best  service  which  could  be  rendered  to  Christian 
truth. 
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DISCOURSE 


AT  THE   ORDINATION   OF   THE   REV.   JOHN  EMEBT  ABBOT, 

SALEM.  18U. 


COLOSSIANS  I.  98. 

'WHOM  WE  PSSACH,  WARNING  EVERT  MAN,  AND  TEACHING  eVeRY  MAN  IN 
ALL  WISDOM,  THAT  WE  MAT  PRESENT  EVERT  MAN  PERFECT  IN  CHRIflT 
lEBDB.' 

In  the  verses  immediately  preceding  the  text,  we 
find  the  apostle  enlarging  with  his  usual  zeal  and  ear- 
nestness on  a  subject  peculiarly  dear  to  him ;  on  the 
glorious  mystery  of  God,  or  iji  other  words,  on  the  great 
purpose  of  God,  which  had  been  kept  secret  from  ages> 
to  make  the  Gentile  world  partakers,  through  faith,  ol 
the  blessings  of  the  long  promised  Messiah.  ^  Christ, 
the  hope  of  glory  to  the  Gentiles,'  was  the  theme,  on 
which  Paul,  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  delighted  to 
expatiate.  Having  spoken  of  Jesus  in  this  character,  he 
immediately  adds,  *Whom  we  preach,  warning  every 
man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all  wisdom,  that  we 
may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus.' 

On  the  present  occasion,  which  invites  us  to  consider 
the  design  and  duties  of  the  christian  ministry,  I  have 
thought  that  these  words  would  guide  us  to  many  ap- 
jpropriate  and  useful  reflections.  They  teach  us  what 
the  apostle  preached  ;  *  We  preach  Christ.*  They  teach 
us  the  end  or  object  for  wliich  he  thus  preached ;  ^  That 
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we  may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus.' 
Following  this  natural  order,  I  shall  first  consider  what 
is  intended  by  ^  preaching  Christ.'  I  shall  then  endea- 
vour to  illustrate  and  recommend  the  end  or  object  for 
which  Christ  is  to  be  preached ;  and  I  shall  conclude 
with  some  remarks  on  the  methods  by  which  this  end 
is  to  be  accomplished.  In  discussing  these  topics,  on 
which  a  variety  of  sentiment  is  known  to  exist,  I  shall 
necessarily  dissent  from  some  of  the  views  which  are 
cherished  by  particular  classes  of  Christians.  But  the 
frank  expression  of  opinion  ought  not  to  be  construed 
into  any  want  of  affection  or  esteem  for  thos^  from 
whom  I  differ. 

I.  What  are  we  to  understand  by  *  preaching  Christ  ? ' 
This  subject  is  the  more  interesting  and  important,  be- 
cause, I  fear,  it  has  often  been  misunderstood.  Many 
persons  imagine,  that  Christ  is  never  preached,  unless 
his  name  is  continually  repeated  and  his  character  con- 
tinually kept  in  view.  This  is  an  error,  and  should  be 
exposed.  Preaching  Christ,  then,  does  not  consist  in 
making  Christ  perpetually  the  subject  of  discourse,  but 
in  inculcating  on  his  authority  the  religion  which  he 
taught  Jesus  came  to  be  the  light  and  teacher  of  the 
world ;  and  in  this  sublime  and  benevolent  character  he 
unfolded  many  truths  relating  to  the  Universal  Father, 
to  his  own  character,  to  the  condition,  duties,  and  pros- 
pects of  mankind,  to  the  perfection  and  true  happiness 
of  the  human  soul,  to  a  future  state  of  retribution,  to 
the  terms  of  forgiveness,  to  the  means  of  virtue,  and 
of  everlasting  life.  Now  whenever  we  teach,  on  the 
authority  of  Jesus,  any  doctrine  or  precept  included 
in  this  extensive  system,  we  *  preach  Christ.'  When 
for  instance  we  inculcate  on  his  authority  the  duties  of 
forgiving  enemies,  of  denying  ourselves,  of  hungering 
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after  righteousness,  we  ^preach  Christ'  as  truly  as 
when  we  describe  his  passion  on  the  cross,  or  the  pur- 
pose and  tb6  importance  of  his  sufferings. 

By  the  word  '  Christ '  in  the  text  and  in  many  other 
places,  we  are  to  understand  his  religion  rather  than  his 
person.  Among  the  Jews  nothing  was  more  common 
than  to  give  the  name  of  a  religious  teacher  to  the  sys- 
tem of  truth  which  he  taught.  We  see  this  continually 
exemplified  in  the  New  Testament.  Thus  it  is  said  of 
the  Jews,  *  They  have  Moses  and  the  prophets.'  What 
is  meant  by  this  ?  that  they  had  Moses  residing  in  per- 
son among  them  ?  Certainly  not ;  but  that  they  had  hk 
law,  his  religion.  Jesus  says,  ^  I  came  not  to  destroy 
the  prophets.'  What  did  he  mean?  that  he  had  not 
come  to  slay  or  destroy  the  prophets  who  had  died  ages 
before  his  birth?  Certainly  not;  he  only  intended  that 
his  doctrines  were  suited  to  confirm,  not  to  invalidate, 
the  writings  of  these  holy  men.  According  to  the  same 
form  of  speech  Stephen  was  accused  of  blasphemy 
against  Moses,  because  some  of  his  remarks  were  con- 
strued into  a  reproach  on  the  law  of  Moses,  These 
passages  are  sufficient  to  show  us  that  a  religion  was 
d'ten  called  by  the  name  of  its  teacher ;  and  conforma- 
bly to  this  usage,  when  Paul  says,  *  We  preach  Christ,' 
we  ought  to  understand  him  as  affirming,  that  he  preach- 
ed the  whole  system  of  doctrines  and  duties  which 
Christ  taught,  whether  they  related  to  Jesus  himself,  or 
to  any  other  subject. 

But  there  is  one  passage  more  decisive  on  this  point 
than  any  lyhich  I  have  adduced.  In  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,*  James  says,  <  Moses  of  old  time  hath  in 
every  city  them  that  preach  him,  being  read  in  the  syn- 
agogue every  sabbath  day.'     Here  we  find  the  apostle 

•Ads  XT.  21. 
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declaring  that  in  every  city  there  were  men  who  preach- 
ed Moses ;  and  we  are  told  in  what  this  preaching  con- 
sisted ;  *  Moses  is  read  in  the  synagogue  every  sabbath 
day.'  No  one,  acquainted  with  the  ancient  services  of 
the  synagogue,  can  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
character  and  offices  of  Moses,  were  the  themes  of  the 
Jewish  teachers  every  sabbath,  and  that  they  preached 
nothing  else.  It  was  their  custom  to  read  the  books 
of  the  law  in  course,  and  to  offer  comments  upon  ob- 
scure or  important  passages.  In  many  parts  of  these 
books  the  name  of  Moses  is  not  mentioned.  We  have 
whole  chapters  about  the  tabernacle,  and  about  the  rites 
of  cleansing  from  the  leprosy.  But  according  to  James, 
when  these  portions  were  read  and  explained,  Moses 
was  preached ;  not  because  his  character  was  the  sub- 
ject, but  because  the  instructions  contained  in  these 
chapters  were  a  part  of  the  religion  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  communicate  to  the  children  of  Israel.  The 
name  of  the  teacher  was  given  to  his  doctrine.  This 
form  of  speech  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Jews;  all  nations 
have  probably  adopted  it.  At  the  present  day,  nothing 
is  more  common  than  to  hear,  that  Locke,  or  Newton, 
or  some  other  distinguished  philosopher,  is  published,  or 
taught ;  not  that  his  personal  character  and  history  are 
made  public,  but  his  system  of  doctrines.  In  the  same 
way  Christ  is  preached,  published,  proclaimed,  when 
his  instructions  are  delivered,  although  these  instruc- 
tions may  relate  to  other  topics  beside  his  own  offices 

and  character. 

« 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood  in  the  remarks 
which  I  have  now  made.  Do  not  imagine,  that  I  would 
exclude  from  the  pulpit,  discourses  on  the  excellence  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  truths  which  relate  to  Jesus  himself 
are  among  the  most  important  which  the  gospel  reveals. 
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The  relations  which  Jesus  Christ  sustains  to  the  world 
are  so  important  and  so  tender ;  the  concern  which  he 
has  expressed  in  human  salvation  so  strong  and  disinter- 
ested ;  the  blessings  of  pardon  and  immortal  life  which 
he  brings,  so  undeserved  and  unbounded  ;  his  character 
is  such  a  union  of  moral  beauty  and  grandeur  ;  his  ex- 
ample is  at  once  so  pure  and  so  persuasive ;  the  events 
of  his  life,  his  miracles,  his  sufferings,  his  resurrection 
and  ascension,  and  his  offices  of  intercessor  and  judge 
are  so  strengthening  to  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  that  his 
ministers  should  dwell  on  his  name  with  affectionate 
veneration,  and  should  delight  to  exhibit  him  to  the 
gratitude,  love,  imitation,  and  confidence  of  mankind. 
But  whilst  the  christian  minister  is  often  to  insist  on 
the  life,  the  character,  the  offices,  and  the  benefits  of 
Jesus  Christ,  let  him  not  imagine  that  he  is  preaching 
Christ,  only  when  these  are  his  themes.  If  he  confine 
himself  to  these,  he  will  not  in  the  full  sense  of  the 
word  preach  Christ ;  for  this  is  to  preach  the  whole  re- 
ligion of  Jesus  ;  and  this  religion  is  of  vast  extent.  It 
regards  man  in  his  diversified  and  ever  multiplying  re- 
lations to  his  Creator  and  to  his  fellow  creatures,  to  the 
present  state  and  to  all  future  ages.  Its  aim  is,  to 
instruct  and  quicken  us  to  cultivate  an  enlarged  virtue ; 
to  cultivate  our  whole  intellectual  and  moral  nature. 
It  collects  and  offers  motives  to  piety  from  the  past  and 
from  the  future,  from  heaven  and  hell,  from  nature  and 
experience,  from  human  example,  and  from  the  imitable 
excellences  of  God,  from  the  world  without  and  the 
world  within  us.  The  gospel  of  Christ  is  indeed  an 
inexhaustible  treasury  of  moral  and  religious  truth. 
Jesus,  the  first  and  best  of  evangelical  teachers,  did  not 
confine  himself  to  a  few  topics,  but  manifested  himself 
to  be  the  wisdom  of  God  by  the  richness  and  variety 
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of  his  instrOctions.  To  preach  Christ  is  to  unfold,  as 
far  as  our  feeble  and  narrow  powers  permit,  all  the  doc* 
trines,  duties,  and  motives,  which  are  recorded  in  the 
gospels  and  in  the  writings  of  his  inspired  apostles. 

It  is  not  intended  by  these  remarks  that  all  the  in- 
structions of  Christ  are  of  equal  importance,  and  that 
all  are  to  be  urged  with  equal  frequency  and  zeal. 
Some  undoubtedly  are  of  greater  moment  and  of  more 
universal  application  than  others.  But  a  minister  of  a 
sound  and  candid  mind,  will  be  very  cautious  lest  he 
assign  so  high  a  rank  to  a  few  doctrines,  that  the  rest 
will  sink  into  comparative  insignificance,  and  almost 
fade  from  the  minds  of  his  hearers.  He  will  labor  to 
give  enlarged  and  harmonious  views  of  all  the  principles 
of  Christianity,  recollecting  that  eaeh  receives  support 
from  the  rest,  and  that  no  doctrine  or  precept  will  exert 
its  proper  influence,  if  swelled  into  disproportioned  im- 
portance, or  detached  from  the  truths  which  ought  to 
modify  and  restrain  it. 

It  has  been  the  object  of  these  remarks  to  show,  that 
preaching  Christ  does  not  imply  that  the  offices  and 
character  of  Christ  are  to  be  made  perpetually  the  sub- 
jects of  discourse.  Where  this  idea  prevails,  it  too  of- 
ten happens  that  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  very  partially 
preached.  A  few  topics  are  repeated  without  end. 
Many  delightful  and  ennobling  views  of  Christianity  are 
seldom  or  never  exhibited.  The  duties  of  the  gospel 
rejceive  but  a  cursory  attention.  Religion  is  thought  to 
consist  in  a  fervid  state  of  mind,  produced  by  the  constant 
contemplation  of  a  few  affecting  ideas ;  whilst  the  only 
acceptable  religion,  which  consists  in  living  ^soberly, 
righteously  and  godly  in  the  world,'  seems  to  be  under- 
valued as  quite  an  inferior  attainment. — Where  this 
mistake  prevails,   we  too  often  discover  a  censorious 
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spirit  among  hearers,  who  pronounce  with  confidence 
on  this  and  another  minister,  that  they  do  not  preach 
Christ,  because  their  discourses  do  not  turn  on  a  few 
topics  in  relation  to  the  Saviour,  which  are  thought  to 
contain  the  whole  of  Christianity.  Very  often  the  la* 
bors  of  a  pious  and  upright  minister  are  defeated  by  this 
prejudice ;  nor  must  he  wonder,  if  he  find  himself  de- 
cried, as  an  enemy  to  the  faith,  by  those,  whose  want 
of  education  or  capacity  confines  them  to  the  narrow- 
est views  of  the  christian  system. — ^May  I  be  permit- 
ted, with  deference  and  respect,  to  beseech  christian 
Oiinisters  not  to  encourage  by  example  this  spirit  of 
censure  among  private  Christians.  There  is  no  lesson 
which  we  can  teach  our  hearers  more  easily,  than  to 
think  contemptuously  and  to  speak  bitterly  of  other 
classes  of  Christians,  and  especisdly  of  their  teachers. 
Let  us  never  forget,  that  we  none  of  us  preach  Christ 
in  the  full  import  of  that  phrase.  None  of  us  can 
hope  that  we  give  a  complete  representation  of  the 
religion  of  our  Master ;  that  we  exhibit  every  doctrine 
without  defect  or  without  excess,  m  its  due  propor- 
tions, and  in  its  just  connexions.  We  of  necessity 
communicate  a  portion  of  our  own  weakness  and  dark- 
ness to  the  religion  which  we  dispense.  The  degree 
of  imperfection  indeed  differs  in  different  teachers ;  but 
none  are  free  from  the  universal  frailty,  and  none  are 
authorised  to  take  the  seat  of  judgment,  and,  on  the 
ground  of  imagined  errors,  to  deny  to  others,  whose 
lives  are  as  spotless  as  their  own,  a  conscientious  pur- 
pose to  learn  and  to  teach  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  ' 
II.  Having  thus  considered  what  is  intended  by 
preaching  Christ,  I  proceed  to  consider,  secondly,  for 
what  end  Christ  is  to  be  preached.  We  preach  Christ, 
says  the  apostle,  *  warning  every  man,  and  teaching 
21* 
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every  man,  that  we  may  present  every  man  perfect  in 
Christ  Jesus ;'  that  is,  perfect  in  the  religion  of  Christ, 
or  a  perfect  Christian.  From  this  passage  we  derive  a 
most  important  sentiment,  confirmed  by  the  whole  New 
Testament,  that  the  great  design  of  all  the  doctrines  and 
precepts  of  the  gospel,  i%  to  exalt  the  character,  to  pro- 
mote eminent  purity  of  heart  and  life,  to  make  men  per- 
fect as  their  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect.  For  what  end 
then  is  Christianity  to  be  preached  ?  The  answer  is 
plain.  We  must  preach,  not  to  make  fiery  partisans,  and 
to  swell  the  number  of  a  sect ;  not  to  overwhelm  the 
mind  with  fear,  or  to  heat  it  with  feverish  rapture ;  not 
to  form  men  to  the  decencies  of  life,  to  a  superficial 
goodness,  which  will  secure  the  admiration  of  mankind. 
All  these  effects  fall  infinitely  short  of  the  great  end  of 
the  christian  ministry.  We  should  preach,  that  we  may 
make  men  perfect  Christians ;  perfect,  not  according  to 
the  standard  of  the  world,  but  according  to  the  law  of 
Christ;  perfect  in  heart  and  in  life,  in  solitude  and  in  so- 
ciety, in  the  great  and  in  the  common  concerns  of  life. 
Here  is  the  purpose  of  christian  preaching.,  In  this,  as 
in  a  common  centre,  all  the  truths  of  the  gospel  meet ; 
to  this  they  all  conspire  ;  and  no  doctrine  has  an  influ- 
ence on  salvation,  any  farther  than  it  is  an  aid  and  ex- 
citement to  the  perfecjting  of  our  nature. 

The  christian  minister  needs  often  to  be  reminded  of 
this  great  end  of  his  office,  the  perfection  of  the  human 
character.  He  is  too  apt  to  rest  in  low  attainments 
himself,  and  to  be  satisfied  with  low  attainments  in 
others.  He  ought  never  to  forget  the  great  distinction 
and  glory  of  the  gospel,  that  it  is  designed  to  perfect  hu- 
man nature.  All  the  precepts  of  this  divine  system  are 
marked  by  a  sublime  character.  It  demands  that  our 
piety  be  fervent,  our  benevolence  unbounded,  and  our 
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thirst  for  righteousness  strong  and  insatiable.  It  enjoins 
a  virtue  which  does  not  stop  at  what  is  positively  pre- 
scribed, but  which  is  prodigal  of  service  to  God  and  to 
mankind.  The  gospel  enjoins  inflexible  integrity,  fear- 
less sincerity,  fortitude  which  despises  pain  and  tram- 
ples pleasure  under  foot  in  the  pursuit  of  duty,  and  an 
independence  of  spirit  which  no  scorn  can  deter  and  no 
example  seduce  from  asserting  truth  and  adhering  to 
the  cause  which  conscience  approves.  With  this  spirit 
of  martyrs,  this  hardness  and  intrepidity  of  soldiers  of 
the  cross,  the  gospel  calls  us  to  unite  the  mildest  and 
meekest  virtues ;  a  sympathy  which  melts  over  others' 
woes ;  a  disinterestedness  which  finds  pleasure  in  toils 
and  labors  for  others'  good ;  a  humility  which  loves  to 
bless  unseen,  and  forgets  itself  in  the  performance  of 
the  noblest  deeds.  To  this  perfection  of  social  duty, 
the  gospel  commands  us  to  join  a  piety  which  refers 
every  event  to  the  providence  of  God,  and  every  ac- 
tion to  his  will ;  a  love  which  counts  no  service  hard, 
and  a  penitence  which  esteems  no  judgment  severe ;  a 
gratitude  which  oflFers  praise  even  in  adversity ;  a  holy 
trust  unbroken  by  protracted  suffering,  and  a  hope  tri- 
umphant over  death.  In  one  word,  it  enjoins,  that,  lov- 
ing and  confiding  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  make  his  spotless 
character,  his  heavenly  life,  the  model  of  our  ovni. 
Such  is  the  sublimity  of  character  which  the  gospel  de- 
mands, and  such  the  end  to  which  our  preaching  should 
ever  be  directed. 

I  have  dwelt  on  this  end  of  preaching,  because  it  is 
too  often  forgotten,  and  because  a  stronger  conviction 
of  it  will  give  new  force  and  elevation  to  our  instruc- 
tions. We  need  to  feel  more  deeply,  that  we  are  en- 
trusted with  a  religion  which  is  designed  to  ennoble 
human  nature ;  which  recognises  in  man  the  capacities 
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of  all  that  is  good,  great  and  excellent;  and  which  offers 
every  encouragement  and  aid  to  the  pursuit  of  perfec- 
tion. The  christian  minister  should  often  recollect, 
that  man,  though  propense  to  evil,  has  yet  powers  and  ^ 
faculties  which  may  be  exalted  and  refined  to  angelic 
glory ;  that  he  is  called  by  the  gospel  to  prepare  for  the 
community  of  angels ;  that  he  is  formed  for  unlimited 
progress  in  intellectual  and  moral  excellence  and  felici- 
ty. He  should  often  recollect,  that  in  Jesus  Christ  our 
nature  has  been  intimately  united  with  the  divine,  and 
that  in  Jesus  it  is  already  enthroned  in  heaven.  Fa- 
miliarized to  these  generous  conceptions,  the  christian 
preacher,  whilst  he  faithfully  unfolds  to  men  their  guilt 
and  danger,  should  also  unfold  their  capacities  of  great- 
ness; should  reveal  the  splendor  of  that  destiny  to 
which  they  are  called  by  Christ ;  should  labor  to  awak- 
en within  them  aspirations  after  a  nobler  character 
and  a  higher  existence,  and  to  inflame  them  with  the 
love  of  all  the  graces  and  virtues  with  which  Jesus 
came  to  enrich  and  adorn  the  human  soul.  In  this  way 
he  will  prove  that  he  understands  the  true  and  great 
design  of  the  gospel  and  the  ministry,  which  is  nothing 
less  than  the  perfection  of  the  human  character. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  say,  that  perhaps  one  of  the 
greatest  defects  in  our  preaching,  is,  that  it  is  not  suffi- 
ciently directed  to  ennoble  and  elevate  the  minds  of 
men.  It  does  not  breathe  a  sufficiently  generous  spirit. 
It  appeals  too  constantly  to  the  lowest  principle  of  hu- 
man nature ;  I  mean  the  principle  of  fear,  which  under 
judicious  excitement  is  indeed  of  great  and  undoubted 
use,  but  which,  as  every  parent  knows,  when  habitual- 
ly awakened,  is  always  found  to  debase  the  mind,  to 
break  the  spirit,  to  give  tameness  to  the  character,  and 
to  chill  the  best  affections.     Perhaps  one  cause  of  the 
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limited  influence  of  Christianity,  is,  that,  as  it  is  too  of- 
ten exhibited,  it  seems  adapted  to  form  an  abject,  ser- 
vile character,  rather  than  to  raise  its  disciples  to  true 
greatness  and  dignity.  Perhaps,  were  Christianity 
more  habitually  regarded  as  a  system,  whose  great  de* 
sign  it  is  to  infuse  honorable  sentiments,  magnanimity, 
energy,  an  ingenuous  love  of  God,  a  superiority  to  the 
senses,  a  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  a  virtue  akin  to  that  of 
heaven,  its  reception  would  be  more  cordial,  and  its  in- 
fluence more  extensive,  more  happy,  more  accordant 
with  its  great  end,  the  perfection  of  human  nature. 

III.  Having  thus  considered  the  end  of  Christian 
preaching,  I  now  come  to  ofier,  in  the  third  place,  a 
few  remarks  on  the  best  method  of  accomplishing  it ; 
and  here  I  find  myself  obliged  to  omit  a  great  variety 
of  topics,  and  can  only  offer  one  or  two  of  principal  im- 
portance. That  the  gospel  may  attain  its  end,  may 
exert  the  most  powerful  and  ennobling  influence  on  the 
human  character,  it  must  be  addressed  at  once  to  the 
understanding  and  to  the  heart.  It  must  be  so  preach- 
ed as  to  be  firmly  believed  and  deeply  felt. — ^To  secure 
to  Christianity  this  firm  belief,  I  have  only  time  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  should  be  preached  in  a  rational  manner. 
By  this  I  mean,  that  a  christian  minister  should  beware 
of  offering  interpretations  of  scripture,  which  are  repugn 
nant  to  any  clear  discoveries  of  reason  or  dictates  of 
eonsctenoe.  This  admonition  is  founded  upon  the  very 
obvious  principle,  that  a  revelation  from  God'  must  be 
adapted  to  the  rational  and  moral  nature  which  he  has 
conferred  on  man ;  that  God  can.  never  contradict  in  his 
word  what  he  has  himself  written  on  the  human  heart, 
or  teaches  in  his  works  and  providence.  Every  man 
who  reads  the  bible  knows,  that  like  other  books,  it 
has  many  passages  which  admit  a  variety  of  interpreta- 
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tioDS.  Human  language  does  not  admit  entire  preci- 
sion. It  has  often  been  observed  by  philosophers,  that 
the  most  familiar  sentences  owe  their  perspicuity,  not 
so  much  to  the  definiteness  of  the  language,  as  to  an 
almost  incredible  activity  of  the  mind,  which  selects 
from  a  variety  of  meanings  that  which  each  word  de- 
mands, and  assigns  such  limits  to  every  phrase  as  the 
intention  of  the  speaker,  his  character  and  situation, 
require.  In  addition  to  this  source  of  obscurity  to 
which  all  writings  are  exposed,  we  must  remember 
that  the  scriptures  were  written  in  a  distant  age,  in 
a  foreign  language,  by  men  who  were  unaccustomed 
to  the  systematic  arrangements  of  modern  times,  and 
who,  although  inspired,  were  left  to  communicate  their 
thoughts  in  the  style  most  natural  or  habitual.  Can 
we  wonder  then  that  they  admit  a  variety  of  interpre- 
tations ?  Now  we  owe  it  to  a  book,  which  records, 
as  we  believe,  revelations  from  Heaven,  and  which  is 
plainly  designed  for  the  moral  improvement  of  the  race, 
to  favor  those  explications  of  obscure  passages,  which 
are  seen  to  harmonize  with  the  moral  attributes  of  God, 
and  with  the  acknowledged  teachings  of  nature  and 
conscience.  All  those  interpretations  of  the  gospel, 
which  strike  the  mind  at  once  as  inconsistent  with  a 
righteous  government  of  the  universe,  which  require  of 
man  what  is  disproportioned  to  his  nature,  or  which 
shock  any  clear  conviction  which  our  experience  has 
furnished,  cannot  be  viewed  with  too  jealous  an  eye  by 
him,  who,  revering  Christianity,  desires  to  secure  to  it 
an  intelligent  belief. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the  first  and  most  obvious 
meaning  of  scripture  is  always  to  be  followed,  no 
matter  where  it  leads.  I  answer,  that  the  first  and 
most  obvious  meaning  of  a  passage,  written  in  a  foreign 
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language,  and  in  remote  antiquity,  is  very  often  false, 
and  such  as  farther  inquiry  compels  us  to  abandon.  I 
answer  too,  that  all  sects  of  Christians  agree,  and  are 
forced  to  agree,  in  frequently  forsaking  the  literal  sense, 
on  account  of  its  incongruity  with  acknowledged  truth. 
There  is  in  fact  no  book  in  the  world,  which  requires 
us  more  frequently  to  restrain  unlimited  expressions,  to 
qualify  the  letter  by  the  spirit,  and  to  seek  the  mean- 
ing in  the  state  and  customs  of  the  writer  and  of  his 
age,  than  the  New  Testament.  No  book  is  written  in 
a  more  popular,  figuratire,  and  animated  style,  the  very 
style  which  requires  the  most  constant  exercise  of  judg- 
ment in  the  reader.  The  scriptures  are  not  a  frigid  di- 
gest of  Christianity,  as  if  this  religion  were  a  mere  code 
of  civil  laws.  They  give  us  the  gospel  warm  from  the 
hearts  of  its  preachers.  The  language  is  not  that  of 
logicians,  not  the  language  of  retired  and  inanimate 
speculation,  but  of  affection,  of  zeal,  of  men  who  burn- 
ed to  convey  deep  and  vivid  impressions  of  the  truth. 
In  understanding  such  writers,  moral  feeling  is  often  a 
better  guide  than  a  servile  adherence  to  the  literal  and 
most  obvious  meaning  of  every  word  and  phrase.  It 
may  be  said  of  the  New  as  well  as  the  Old  Testament, 
that  sometimes  the  letter  killeth  whilst  the  spirit  giv- 
eth  life.  Almost  any  system  may  be  built  on  the 
New  Testament  by  a  commentator,  who,  forgetting  the 
general  scope  of  Christianity  and  the  lessons  of  nature 
and  experience,  shall  impose  on  every  passage  the  lite- 
ral signification  which  is  first  offered  to  the  mind.  The 
christian  minister  should  avail  himself,  in  his  exposition 
of  the  divine  word,  of  the  aids  of  learning  and  criticism, 
and  also  of  the  aids  of  reason  and  conscience.  Those 
interpretations  of  difficult  passages,  which  approve 
themselves  to  his  clear  and  established  conceptions  of 
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rectitude  and  to  his  devout  and  benevolent  afTections, 
he  should  regard  with  a  favorable  e}'e ;  whilst  those 
of  an  opposite  character  should  be  regarded  with  great 
distrust. 

I  have  said,  that  this  rational  method  of  preaching 
Christianity  is  important,  if  we  would  secure  a  firm  be- 
lief to  Christianity.  Some  men  may  indeed  be  recon- 
ciled* to  an  mireasonable  religion ;  and  terror,  that  pas- 
sion which  more  than  any  other  unsettles  the  intellect, 
may  silence  every  objection  to  the  most  contradictory 
and  degrading  principles.  But  in  general  the  under- 
standing and  conscience  cannot  be  entirely  subdued. 
They  resist  the  violence  which  is  done  them.  A  lurk- 
ing incredulity  mingles  with  the  attempt  to  believe 
what  contradicts  the  highest  principles  of  our  nature. 
Particularly  the  most  intelligent  part  of  the  community, 
who  will  ultimately  govern  public  sentiment,  will  doubt 
and  disbelieve  the  unreasonable  system,  which  perhaps 
they  find  it  prudent  to  acknowledge ;  and  will  either 
convert  it  into  an  instrument  of  policy,  or  seize  a  fa- 
vorable moment  for  casting  off  its  restraints  and  level- 
ling its  institutions  with  the  dust.  Thus  important  is 
it  that  Christianity  should  be  recommended  to  the  un- 
derstandings of  men. 

But  this  is  not  enough.  It  is  also  most  important 
that  the  gospel  should  be  recommended  to  the  heart. 
Christianity  should  be  so  preached,  as  to  interest  the 
affections,  to  awaken  contrition  and  fear,  veneration  and 
love,  gratitude  and  hope.  Some  preachers,  from  ob- 
serving the  pernicious  effects  of  violent  and*  exclusive 
appeals  to  the  passions,  have  fallen  into  an  opposite 
error  which  has  rendered  the  labors  of  their  lives  almost 
wholly  unfiruitful.  They  have  addressed  men  as  mere 
creatures  of  intellect ;  they  have  forgotten,  that  affec- 
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tion  is  as  essential  to  our  nature  as  thought,  that  action 
requires  motive,  that  the  union  of  reason  and  sensibility 
is  the  health  of  the  soul,  and  that  without  moral  feeling 
there  can  be  no  strength  of  moral  purpose.  They  have 
preached  ingeniously,  and  the  hearer  has  pronounced 
the  teaching  true.  But  the  truth,  coldly  imparted,  and 
coldly  received,  has  been  forgotten  as  fast  as  heard ;  no 
energy  of  will  has  been  awakened;  no  resistance  to  hab- 
it and  passion  been  called  forth ;  perhaps  not  a  momen- 
tary purpose  of  self-improvement  has  glanced  through 
the  mind.  Preaching,  to  be  effectual,  must  be  as  vari- 
ous as  our  nature.  The  sun  warms,  at  the  same  mo- 
ment that  it  enlightens ;  and  unless  religious  truth  be 
addressed  at  once  to  the  reason  and  tlie  affections,  un- 
less it  kindles  whilst  it  guides,  it  is  a  useless  splendor  ; 
it  leaves  the  heart  barren ;  it  produces  no  fruits  of  god- 
liness. Let  the  christian  minister  then  preach  the 
gospel  with  earnestness,  with  affection,  with  a  heart 
warmed  by  his  subject,  not  thinking  of  himself,  not 
seeking  applause,  but  solicitous  for  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  tenderly  concerned  for  his  people,  awake  to 
the  solemnities  of  eternity,  and  deeply  impressed  with 
the  worth  of  the  human  soul,  with  the  glory  and  happi- 
ness to  which  it  may  be  exalted,  and  with  the  miseiy 
and  ruin  into  which  it  will  be  plunged  by  irreligion  and 
vice.  Let  him  preach,  not  to  amuse  but  to  convince 
and  awaken,  not  to  excite  a  momentary  interest  but  a 
deep  and  lasting  seriousness ;  not  to  make  his  hearers 
think  of  the  preacher,  but  of  themselves,  of  their  own 
characters  and  future  condition.  Let  him  labor,  by  de- 
lineating with  unaffected  ardor  the  happiness  of  virtue, 
by  settini^  forth  religion  in  its  most  attractive  forms,  by 
displaying  the  paternal  character  of  God,  and  the  love 
of  Christ  which  was  stronger  than  death,  by  unfolding 
22 
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the  purity  and  blessedness  of  the  heavenly  world,  by 
revealing  to  the  soul  its  own  greatness,  by  persua- 
sion, by  entreaty,  by  appeals  to  the  best  sentiments  of 
human  nature,  by  speaking  from  a  heart  convinced  of 
immortality ;  let  him  labor,  by  these  methods,  to  touch 
and  to  soften  his  hearers,  to  draw  them  to  God  and  du- 
ty, to  awaken  gratitude  and  love,  a  sublime  hope  and 
a  generous  desire  of  exalted  goodness.  And  let  him 
also  labor,  by  solemn  warning,  by  teaching  men  their 
responsibility,  by  setting  before  sinners  the  aggrava- 
tions of  their  guilt,  by  showing  them  the  ruin  and  im- 
mediate wretchedness  wrought  by  moral  evil  in  the  soul, 
and  by  pointing  them  to  approaching  death,  and  the 
retributrons  of  the  future  world  ;  let  him  labor,  by  these 
means,  to  reach  the  consciences  of  those  whom  higher 
motives  will  not  quicken,  to  break  the  slumbers  of  the 
worldly,  to  cut  oflF  every  false  hope,  and  to  persuade  the 
sinner  by  a  salutary  terror  to  return  to  God,  and  to  seek 
with  a  new  earnestness,  virtue,  glory,  and  eternal  life. 


NOTE 
on  the  Pint  Head  of  the  preceding  Dueoune, 

The  error,  which  I  have  opposed  on  the  subject  of 
^  preaching  Christ,'  may  be  traced  in  a  great  measure 
to  what  appears  to  me  a  wrong  interpretation  of  the  two 
first  chapters  of  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians.  In 
these  chapters,  Paul  says,  that  he  '  determined  to  know 
nothing  among  the  Corinthians  save  Jesus  Christ  and 
him  crucified,'  and  speaks  once  and  again  of  *  preaching 
Christ  crucified,'  &c.     It  has  been  supposed,  that  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


255 

apostle  here  intended  to  select  the  particular  point  on 
which  preaching  should  chiefly  turn,  and  that  we  have 
his  authority  for  censuring  a  discourse  which  does  not 
relate  innnediately  to  the  character  of  Christ,  and  espe- 
cially to  his  sufferings  on  the  cross.  But  I  think  that  a 
little  attention  to  the  circumstances  of  the  apostle  and 
of  the  Corinthians  will  show  us,  that  Paul  referred  to 
the  religion  of  Jesus  generally,  as  the  subject  of  his 
preaching,  and  not  to  a  very  limited  part  of  it, 

Corinth,  being  the  most  commercial  city  of  Greece, 
was  inhabited  by  Jews  as  well  as  Greeks.  These 
Jews,  as  Paul  tells  us,  *  wanted  a  sign,'  just  as  the 
Pharisees  in  the  time  of  Christ  demanded  ^  a  sign  from 
heaven.'  That  is,  they  wanted  a  Messiah  who  should 
be  marked  out  to  them  by  a  visible  descent  from  heaven, 
or  by  some  glorious  appearance  from  heaven,  or  by 
some  outward  majesty  which  should  be  a  pledge  of  his 
breaking  the  Roman  yoke,  and  raising  Judea  to  the 
empire  of  the  world.  They  wanted  a  splendid  and 
temporal  Messiah.  The  Greeks  on  the  other  hand, 
who  were  a  speculative  people,  wanted  wisdoMj  or  a 
system  of  philosophy,  and  could  hear  nothing  patiently 
but  the  subtle  disputations  and  studied  harangues  with 
which  they  were  amused  by  those  who  pretended  to 
wisdom.  Such  was  the  state  of  Corinth,  when  Paul 
entered  it.  Had  he  brought  with  him  an  account  of  a 
triumphant  Messiah,  or  an  acute  philosopher,  he  would 
have  been  received  with  eagerness.  But  none  were 
desirous  to  hear  the  simple  religion  of  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth, who  proved  his  mission,  not  by  subtilties  of  elo- 
quence, but  by  mirkcles  evincing  the  power  of  God,  and 
who  died  at  last  on  the  ignominious  cross.  Paul,  how- 
ever, in  opposition  to  Jew  and  Greek,  determined  to 
know  nothing  of  a  worldly  Messiah,  nothing  of  any  old 
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or  new  scheme  of  philosophy;  but  to  know  and  to 
preach  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  exhibit  him  in  a  light  which 
Judaism  and  philosyophy  would  alike  abhor,  as  crucified 
for  the  recovery  of  men  from  error,  sin,  and  condemna- 
tion. In  other  words,  he  resolved  to  preach  the  religion 
of  Jesus,  in  its  greatest  simplicity,  without  softening  its 
most  offensive  feature,  the  cross  of  its  author,  or  with- 
out borrowing  anything  from  Moses  or  any  Gentile  phi- 
losopher to  give  currency  to  his  doctrines.  This  is  the 
amount  of  what  Paul  teaches  in  these  chapters. 

We  must  not  imagine,  when  we  read  these  chapters, 
that  Corinth  was  a  city  of  professing  Christians ;  that 
among  these  Christians  a  difference  of  opinion  had  aris- 
en as  to  the  proper  subjects  of  christian  preaching,  and 
that  Paul  intended  to  specify  the  topic  on  which  minis- 
ters should  chiefly  or  exclusively  insist.  This,  I  fear, 
is  the  common  impression  under  which  this  portion  of 
scripture  is  read ;  but  this  is  altogether  erroneous.  No 
controversy  of  this  kind  existed ;  and  Paul,  in  these 
chapters,  had  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  recommend- 
ing one  part  of  the  gospel  in  preference  to  others,  but 
intended  to  recommend  the  whole  gospel,  the  whole 
religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  distinction  from  Judaism 
and  Gentile  philosophy.  The  dangers  of  the  Corinthian 
Christians  required  that  he  should  employ  every  effort 
to  secure  their  fidelity  to  the  simple  gospel  of  Jesus. 
Having  been  educated  in  the  Jewish  or  Heathen  relig- 
ions ;  living  in  the  midst  of  Jews  and  Heathens ;  hear- 
ing perpetually,  from  one  class,  that  the  Messiah  was  to 
be  a  triumphant  prince,  and  that  without  submission  to 
the  law  of  Moses  no  one  could  partake  his  blessings ;  and 
hearing  firom  the  other  perpetual  praises  of  this  and 
another  philosopher,  and  perpetual  derision  of*  the  gos- 
pel, because  in  its  doctrines  and  style  it  bore  no  resem- 
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btance  to  the  refinements  and  rhetoric  of  their  most  cele- 
brated sages ;  the  Corinthian  Christians,  in  these  trying 
circumstances,  were  strongly  tempted  to  assimilate  the 
gospel  to  the  prevalent  religions,  to  blend  with  it  foreign 
doctrines,  to  keep  the  humiliation  of  its  author  out  of 
sight,  and  to  teach  it  as  a  system  of  (^bilosophy  resting  on 
subtle  reasoning  rather  than  on  miracles  and  the  author- 
ity of  God.  To  save  them  from  this  danger,  a  danger 
which  at  present  we  can  hardly  estimate,  the  apostle  re- 
minded them,  that  when  he  came  to  them  he  came  not 
with  *  excellency  of  speech  and  with  enticing  words  of 
man's  wisdom,'  but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and 
of  miraculous  powers ;  that  he  did  not  comply  with  the 
demands  of  Greek  or  Jew ;  that  he  preached  a  crucified 
Messiah,  and  no  other  teacher  or  deliverer ;  and  that  he 
always  insisted,  that  the  religion  of  Jesus,  unaided  by 
Judaism  or  philosophy,  was  able  to  make  men  wise  to 
salvation.  He  also  reminded  them,  that  this  preaching, 
however  branded  as  foolishness,  had  proved  divinely 
powerful,  and  had  saved  them  from  that  ignorance  of 
God,  from  which  human  wisdom  had  been  unable  to 
deliver  them.  These  remarks,  I  hope,  will  assist  com- 
mon readers  in  understanding  the  chapters  under  con- 
sideration. 

We  are  too  apt,  in  reading  the  New  Testament  and 
particularly  the  Epistles,  to  forget,  that  the  gospel  was 
a  new  religion,  and  that  the  apostles  were  called  to 
preach  Jesus  to  those  who  perhaps  had  never  before 
heard  his  name,  and  whose  prejudices  and  passions  pre- 
pared them  to  contemn  and  reject  his  claims.  In  these 
circumstanced,  they  had  to  begin  at  the  very  foundation, 
to  prove  to  the  unbelieving  world  that  Jesus  was  the 
Messiah,  or  sent  from  God  to  instruct  and  save  mankind. 
This  is  often  called  *  preaching  Christ,'  especially  in  the 
22* 
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Acts. — When  converts  were  made,  the  work  of  the 
apostles  was  not  ended.  These  converts  wished  to 
bring  with  them  a  part  of  their  dd  religion  into  the 
church ;  and  some  of  the  Jews  even  insisted  that  obe- 
dience to  Moses  was  essential  to  salvation.  These 
errors  the  apostles  resolutely  opposed,  and  having  pre- 
viously established  the  Messiahship  of  Jesus,  they  next 
proceeded  to  establish  the  sufficiency  and  perfection  of 
his  religion,  to  show  that  faith  in  him,  or  reception  of  his 
gospel  was  all  that  was  required  to  salvation.  This  is 
sometimes  called  *  preaching  Christ.' — These  difficul- 
ties, which  called  the  apostles  to  so  much  anxiety  and 
toil,  are  now  in  a  great  measure  removed.  Christian 
ministers,  at  the  present  day,  are  not  often  called  to 
preach  Christ  in  opposition  to  the  infidel,  and  never  in 
opposition  to  the  weak  convert  who  would  incorporate 
Judaism  or  Gentile  philosophy  with  Christianity.  The 
great  foundation,  on  which  the  apostles  spent  so  much 
strength,  is  now  firmly  laid.  Our  hearers  generally  ac- 
knowledge Jesus  to  be  the  Messiah,  sent  by  God  to  be 
the  light  of  the  world,  and  *  able  to  save  to  the  utter- 
most all  who  come  to  God  by  him.'  We  are  therefore 
seldom  called  to  preach  Christ  in  the  senses  which  have 
just  been  considered,  and  our  preaching  must  of  course 
differ  in  a  measure  from  that  of  the  apostles.  But  there 
is  another  sense  of  preaching  Christ,  involved  in  both 
the  preceding,  in  which  our  work  precisely  accords  with 
theirs.  Like  them,  we  are  to  unfold  to  those  who  ac- 
knowledge Jesus  as  their  Lord,  all  the  truths,  motives, 
and  precepts  which  he  has  left  to  guide  and  quicken  men 
to  excellence,  and  to  prepare  them  for  a  happy  immor- 
tality. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


0 


DISCOURSE 

BEFORE  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  MINISTERS  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

BOSTON,  181«. 


ISAIAH  U.  4. 

'NATION  SHALL  NOT  LIFT  UF  SWOID  AOAINST  NATION,  NfllTHER  »ALL 
TH£T  LBAEN  WAR  ANY  MORE.' 

I  HAVE  chosen  a  subject,  which  may  seem  at  first 
view  not  altogether  appropriate  to  the  present  occasion, 
the  subject  of  war.  It  may  be  thought,  that  an  ad- , 
dress  to  an  assembly  composed  chiefly  of  the  ministers 
of  religion,  should  be  confined  to  the  duties,  dangers, 
encouragements  of  the  sacred  office.  But  I  have  been 
induced  to  select  this  topic,  because,  after  the  slumber 
of  ages.  Christians  seem  to  be  awakening  to  a  sense  of 
the  pacific  character  of  their  religion,  and  because  I 
understood,  that  this  Convention  were  at  this  anniver- 
sary to  consider  the  interesting  question,  whethe/  no 
method  could  be  devised  for  enlightening  the  public 
mind  on  the  nature  and  guilt  of  war.  I  was  unwilling 
that  this  subject  should  be  approached  and  dismissed 
as  an  ordinary  affair.  I  feared,  that  in  the  pressure  of 
business,  we  might  be  satisfied  with  the  expression  of 
customary  disapprobation ;  and  that,  having  in  this  way 
relieved  our  consciences,  we  should  relapse  into  our 
former  indifference,  and  continue  to  bear  the  bowlings 
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of  this  dreadful  storm  of  human  passions  with  as  much 
unconcern  as  before.  I  resolved  to  urge  on  you  the 
duty,  and  I  hoped  to  excite  in  you  the  purpose,  of  mak- 
ing some  new  and  persevering  eflTorts  for  the  abolition 
of  this  worst  vestige  of  barbarism,  this  grossest  outrage 
on  the  principles  of  Christianity.  The  day  I  trust  is 
coming^  when  Christians  will  look  back  with  gratitude 
and  affection  on  those  men,  who,  in  ages  of  conflict  and 
bloodshed,  cherished  generous  hopes  of  human  improve- 
mentf  withstood  the  violence  of  corrupt  opinion,  held 
forth,  amidst  the  general  darkness,  the  pure  and  mild 
light  of  Christianity,  and  thus  ushered  in  a  new  and 
peaceful  era  in  the  history  of  mankind.  May  you,  my 
brethren,  be  included  in  the  grateful  recollection  of  that 
day. 

The  miseries  and  crimes  of  war,  its  sources,  its  reme- 
dteSj  will  be  the  subjects  of  our  present  attention. 

In  detailing  its  miseries  and  crimes,  there  is  no  tempt- 
ation to  recur  to  unreal* or  exaggerated  horrors.  No 
depth  of  coloring  can  approach  reality.  It  is  lamentable, 
that  we  need  a  delineation  of  the  calamities  of  war,  to 
rouse  us  to  exertion.  The  mere  idea  of  human  beings 
employing  every  power  and  faculty  in  the  work  of  mu- 
tual destruction,  ought  to  send  a  shuddering  through  the 
frame.  But  on  this  subject,  our  sensibilities  are  dread- 
fully sluggish  and  dead.  Our  ordinary  sympathies  seem 
to  forsake  us,  when  war  is  named.  The  sufferings  and 
death  of  a  single  fellow  being  often  excite  a  tender  and 
active  compassion ;  but  we  hear  without  emotion  of 
thousands  enduring  every  variety  of  wo  in  war.  A  sin- 
gle murder  in  peace  thrills  through  our  frames.  The 
countless  murders  of  war  are  heard  as  an  amusing  tale. 
The  execution  of  a  criminal  depresses  the  mind,  and 
philanthropy  is  laboring  to  substitute  milder  punish- 
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ments  for  death.  But  benevolence  has  haitily  made 
an  effort  to  snatch  from  sudden  and  untimely  death,  the 
innumerable  victims  immolated  on  the  altar  of  war. 
This  insensibility  demands,  that  the  miseries  and  crimes 
of  war  should  be  placed  beforfe  us  with  minuteness,  with 
energy,  with  strong  and  indignant  feeling. 

The  miseries  of  vrar  may  be  easily  conceived  from 
its  very  nature.  By  war,  we  understand  the  resort  of 
nations  to  force,  violence,  and  the  most  dreaded  me- 
thods of  destfuction  and  devastation.  In  war,  the 
strength,  skill,  courage,  energy,  and  resources  of  a 
whole  people  are  concentrated  for  the  infliction  of  pain 
and  death.  The  bowels  of  the  earth  are  explored,  the 
most  active  elements  combined,  the  resources  of  art  and 
nature  exhausted,  to  increase  the  power  of  man  in  de- 
stroying his  fellow  creatures. 

Would  you  learn  what  destruction  man,  when  thus 
aided,  can  spread  around  him  P  Look  then  at  that  ex- 
tensive region,  desolate  and  overspread  with  ruins ;  its 
forests  rent,  as  if  blasted  by  lightning ;  its  villages  pros- 
trated, as  by  an  earthquake ;  its  fields  barren,  as  if 
swept  by  storms.  Not  long  ago,  the  sun  shone  on  no 
happier  spot.  But  ravaging  armies  prowled  over  it  ; 
war  frowned  on  it ;  and  its  fniitfulness  and  happiness 
are  fled.  Here  thousands  and  ten  thousands  were  gath* 
ered  from  distant  provinces,  not  to  embrace  as  brethren, 
but  to  renounce  the  tie  of  brotherhood ;  and  thousands, 
in  the  vigor  of  life,  wjien  least  prepared  for  death, 
were  hewn  down  and  scattered  like  chaff  before  the 
whirlwind. 

Repair,  my  friends,  in  thought,  to  a  field  of  recent 
battle.  Here,  are  heaps  of  slain,  weltering  in  their  own 
blood,  their  bodies  mangled,  their  limbs  shattered,  and 
almost  every  vestige  of  the  human  form  and  counte- 
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nance  destroyed.  Here,  are  multitudes  trodden  under 
foot,  and  the  war-horse  has  left  the  t;race  of  his  hoof  in 
many  a  crushed  and  mutilated  frame.  Here,  are  se- 
verer sufferers  ;  they  live,  but  live  without  hope  or  con- 
solation. Justice  despatches'  the  criminal  with  a  single 
stroke  ;  but  the  victims  of  war,  falling  by  casual,  undi- 
rected blows,  often  expire  in  lingering  agony,  their  deep 
groans  moving  no  compassion,  their  limbs  writhing  on 
the  earth  with  pain,  their  lips  parched  with  burning 
thirst,  their  wounds  open  to  the  chilling  air,  the  memo- 
ry of  home  rushing  on  their  minds,  but  not  a  voice  of 
friendship  or  comfort  reaching  their  ears.  Amidst  this 
scene  of  horrors,  you  see  the  bird  and  beast  of  prey 
gorging  themselves  with  the  dead  or  dying,  and  hu- 
man plunderers  rifling  the  warm  and  almost  palpitating 
remains  of  the  slain.  If  you  extend  your  eye  beyond 
the  immediate  field  of  battle,  and  follow  the  track  of 
the  victorious  and  pursuing  army,  you  see  the  roads 
strewed  with  the  dead  ;,you  see  scattered  flocks,  and 
harvests  trampled  under  foot,  the  smoking  ruins  of  pot- 
tages, and  the  miserable  inhabitants  flying  in  want  and 
despair ;  and  even  yet,  the  horrors  of  a  single  battle  are 
not  exhausted.  Some  of  the  deepest  pangs,  which  it 
inflicts, ^re  silent,  retired,  enduring,  to  be  read  in  the 
widow's  countenance,  in  the  unprotected  orphan,  in  the 
aged  parent,  in  aflection  cherishing  the  memory  of  the 
slain,  and  weeping  that  it  could  not  minister  to  their 
last  pangs.  ^ 

I  have  asked  you  to  traverse  in  thought,  a  field  of 
battle.  There  is  another  scene  often  presented  in  war, 
perhaps  more  terrible.  I  refer  to  a  besieged  city.  The 
most  horrible  pages  in  history  are  those,  which  record 
the  reduction  of  strongly  fortified  places.  In  a  besieged 
city,  are  collected  all  descriptions  and  ages  of  mankufd, 
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women,  children,  the  old,  the  infirm.  Day  and  ni^t, 
the  weapons  of  death  and  conflagration  fly  around  them. 
They  see  the  approaches  of  the  foe,  the  trembling  bul- 
wark, and  the  fainting  strength  of  their  defenders. 
They  are  worn  with  famine,  and  on  famine  presses  pes- 
tilence. At  length  the  assault  is  made,  every  barrier  is 
broken  down,  and  a  lawless  soldiery,  exasperated  by  re- 
sistance, and  burning  with  lust  and  cruelty,  are  scattered 
through  the  streets.  The  domestic  retreat  is  violated ; 
and  even  the  house  of  God,  is  no  longer  a  sanctuary. 
Venerable  age  is  no  protection,  female  purity  no  de- 
fence. Is  woman  spared  amidst  the  slaughter  of  father, 
brother,  husband,  and  son  ?  She  is  spared  for  a  fate, 
which  makes  death  in  comparison  a  merciful  doom. 
With  such  heart-rending  scenes,  history  abounds ;  and 
what  better  fruits  can  you  expect  from  war  ? 

These  views  are  the  most  obvious  and  striking  which 
war  presents.  There  are  more  secret  influences,  ap- 
pealing less  powerfully  to  the  senses  and  imagination, 
but  deeply  aflfecting  to  a  reflecting  and  benevolent  mind. 
— Consider,  first,  the  condition  of  those  who  are  imme- 
diately engaged  in  war?  •The  sufferings  of  soldiers 
from  battle  we  have  seen ;  but  their  sufferings  are  not 
limited  to  the  period  of  conflict.  The  whole  of  war  is 
a  succession  of  exposures  too  severe  for  human  nature. 
Death  employs  other  weapons  than  the  sword.  It  is 
computed,  that  in  ordinary  wars,  greater  numbers  per- 
ish by  sickness  than  in  battle.  Exhausted  by  long  and 
rapid  marches,  by  unwholesome  food,  by  exposure  to 
storms,  by  excessive  labor  under  a  burning  Sky  through 
the  day,  and  by  interrupted  and  restless  sleep  on  the 
damp  ground  and  in  the  chilling  atmosphere  of  night, 
thousands  after  thousands  of  the  young  pine  away  and 
die.     They  anticipated  that  they  should  fall,  if  to  fall 
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should  be  their  lot,  in  what  they  called  the  field  of 
honor ;  but  they  perish  in  the  inglorious!  and  crowded 
hospital,  surrounded  with  sights  and  sounds  of  wo,  far 
from  home  and  every  friend,  and  denied  those  tender 
<^fices  which  sickness  and  expiring  nature  require. 

Consider  next  the  influence  of  war  on  the  character 
of  those  who  make  it  their  trade.  They  let  themselves 
for  slaughter,  place  themselves  servile  instruments,  pas- 
sive machines,  in  the  hands  of  rulers,  to  execute  the 
bloodiest  mandates,  without  a  thought  on  the  justice  of 
the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.  What  a  schod 
is  this  for  the  human  character !  From  men  trained  in 
battle  to  ferocity,  accustomed  to  the  perpetration  of  cru- 
el deeds,  accustomed  to  take  human  life  without  sorrow 
or  remorse,  habituated  to  esteem  an  unthinking  cour- 
age a  substitute  for  every  virtue,  encouraged  by  plun- 
der to  prodigality,  taught  improvidence  by  perpetual 
hazard  and  exposure,  restrained  only  by  an  iron  disci- 
pline which  is  withdrawn  in  peace,  and  unfitted  by  the 
restless  and  irregular  career  of  war  for  the  calm  and 
uniform  pursuits  of  ordinary  life ;  from  such  men,  what 
ought  to  be  expected  but  contempt  of  human  rights  and 
of  the  laws  of  God^'^  From  the  nature  of  his  calling, 
the  soldier  is  almost  driven  to  sport  with  the  thought 
of  death,  to  defy  and  deride  it,  and  of  course,  to  banish 
the  thought  of  that  retribution  to  which  it  leads  ;  and 
though  of  all  men  the  most  exposed  to  sudden  death, 
he  is  too  often  of  all  men  most  unprepared  to  appear 
before  his  judge. 

The  inflvence  of  war  on  the  community  at  large,  on 
its  prosperity,  its  morals,  and  its  political  institutions, 
though  less  striking  than  on  the  soldiery,  is  yet  balefuL 
How  often  is  a  community  impoverished  to  sustain  a 
war  in  which  it  has  no  interest*     Public  burdens  are 
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aggravated,  whilst  the  means  of  sustaining  them  are 
reduced.  Internal  improvements  are  neglected.  The 
revenue  of  the  state  is  exhausted  in  military  establish- 
ments, or  flows  through  secret  channels  into  the  coffers 
of  corrupt  men,  whom  war  exalts  to  power  and  office. 
The  regular  employments  of  peace  are  disturbed.  In- 
dustry in  many  of  its  branches  is  suspended.  The  la- 
borer, ground  with  want,  and  driven  to  despair  by  the 
clamor  of  liis  suffering  family,  becomes  a  soldier  hi  a 
cause  which  he  condemns,  and  thus  the  country  is  drain- 
ed of  its  most  effective  population.  The  people  are 
stripped  and  reduced,  whilst  the  authors  of  war  retrench 
not  a  comfort,  and  often  fatten  on  the  spoils  and  woes 
of 'their  country. 

The  influence  of  war  on  the  morals  of  society  is  also 
to  be  deprecated.  The  suspension  of  industry  multi- 
plies want ;  and  criminal  modes  of  subsistence  are  the 
resource  of  the  suffering.  Commerce,  shackled  and 
endangered,  loses  its  upright  and  honorable  character, 
and  becomes  ^,  system  of  stratagem  and  collusion.  In 
war,  the  moral  :5entiments  of  a  community  are  perverted 
by  the  admiration  of  military  exploits.  The  milder 
virtues  of  Christianity  are  eclipsed  by  the  baleful  lustre 
thrown  round  a  ferocious  courage.  The  disinterested, 
the  benignant,  the  merciful,  the  forgiving,  those  whom 
Jesus  has  pronounced  blessed  and  honorable,  must  give 
place  to  the  hero,  whose  character  is  stained  not  only 
with  blood,  but  sometimes  with  the  foulest  vices,  but 
all  whose  stains  are  washed  away  by  victory.  War 
especially  injures  the  moral  feelings  of  a  people  by 
making  human  nature  cheap  in  their  estimation,  and 
human  life  of  as  little  worth  as  that  of  an  insect  or  a 
brute. 
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War  diffuses  through  a  community  unfriendly  and 
malignant  passions.  Nations,  exasperated  by  mutual 
injuries,  burn  for  each  others'  humiliation  and  ruin. 
They  delight  to  hear  that  famine,  pestilence,  want,  de- 
feat, and  the  most  dreadful  scourges  which  Providence 
sends  on  a  guilty  world,  are  desolating  a  hostile  commu- 
nity. The  slaughter  of  thousand^  of  fellow  beings,  in- 
stead of  awaking  pity,  flushes  them  with  delirious  joy, 
illuminates  the  city,  and  dissolves  the  whole  country  in 
revelry  and  riot.  Thus  the  heart  of  man  is  hardened. 
His  worst  passions  are  nourished.  He  renounces  the 
bond)^  and  sympathies  of  humanity.  Were  the  prayers, 
dr  rather  the  curses  of  warring  nations  prevalent  in 
heaven,  the  whole  earth  would  long  since  have  become 
a  desert.  The  human  race,  with  all  their  labors  and 
improvements,  would  have  perished  under  the  sentence 
of  universal  extermination. 

But  war  not  only  assails  the  prosperity  and  morals  of 
a  community ;  its  influence  on  the  political  conditicm 
is  threatening.  It  arms  government  with  a  dangerous 
patronage,  multiplies  dependants  and  instruments  of  op- 
pression, and  generates  a  power,  which,  in  the  hands 
of  the  energetic  and  aspiring,  endangers  a  free  consti- 
tution. War  organizes  a  body  of  men,  who  lose  the 
feelings  of  the  citizen  in  the  soldier  ;  whose  habits  de- 
tach them  from  the  community  ;  whose  ruling  passion  is 
devotion  to  a  chief;  who  are  inured  in  the  camp  to  des- 
potic sway;  who  are  accustomed  to  accomplish  their 
ends  by  force,  and  to  sport  with  the  rights  and  hap- 
piness of  their  fellow  beings ;  who  delight  in  tumult, 
adventure,  and  peril ;  and  turn  with  disgust  and  scorn 
from  the  quiet  labors  of  peace.  Is  it  wonderful,  that 
such  protectors  of  a  state  should  look  with  contempt 
on  the  weakness  of  the  protected,  and  should   lend 
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themselves  base  instmments  to  the  subyersion  of  that 
freedom  which  they  do  not  themselves  enjoy?  In  a 
community,  in  which  precedence  is  given  to  the  military 
profession,  freedom  cannot  long  endure.  The  encroach- 
ments of  power  at  home  are  expiated  by  foreign  tri* 
umphs.  The  essential  interests  and  rights  of  the  state 
are  sacrificed  to  a  false  and  fatal  glory.  Its  intelli- 
gence and  vigor,  instead  of  presenting  a  bulwark  to  do- 
mestic usurpation,  are  expended  in  military  achieve- 
ments. Its  most  active  and  aspiring  citizens  rush  to 
the  army,  and  become  subservient  to  the  power  whick 
dispenses  honor.  The  nation  is  victorious,  but  the  re- 
compense of  its  toils  is  a  yoke  as  galling  as  that  which 
it  imposes  on  other  communities. 

Thus,  war  is  to  be  ranked  among  the  most  dreadful 
calamities  which  fall  on  a  guilty  world ;  and,  what  de- 
serves consideration,  it  tends  to  multiply  and  perpetu* 
ate  itself  without  end.  It  feeds  and  grows  on  the  blood 
which  it  sheds.  The  passions,  from  which  it  springs, 
gain  strength  and  fury  from  indulgence*  The  success- 
ful nation,  flushed  by  victory,  pants  for  new  laurels; 
whilst  the  humbled  nation,  irritated  by  defeat,  is  impa- 
tient to  redeem  its  honor  and  repair  its  losses.  Peace 
becomes  a  truce,  a  feverish  repose,  a  respite  to  sharpen 
anew  the  sword,  and  to  prepare  for  future  struggles. 
Under  professions  of  friendship,  lurk  hatred  and  dis- 
trust; and  a  spark  suffices  to  renew  the  mighty  con- 
flagration. When  from  these  causes,  large  military 
establishments  are  formed,  and  a  military  spirit  kindled, 
war  becomes  a  necessary  part  of  policy.  A  ^reign  field 
must  be  found  for  the  energies  and  passions  of  a  martial 
people.  To  disband  a  numerous  and  veteran  soldiery, 
would  be  to  let  loose  a  dangerous  horde  on  society. 
The  bloodhounds  must  be  sent  forth  on  other  commu- 
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nities,  lest  they  rend  the  bosom  of  their  own  country. 
Thus  war  extends  land  multiplies  itself.  No  sooner  is 
one  storm  scattered,  than  the  sky  is  darkened  with  the 
gathering  horrors  of  another.  Accordingly,  war  has 
been  the  mournful  legacy  of  every  generation  to  that 
which  succeeds  it.  Every  age  has  had  its  conflicts. 
Every  country  has  in  turn  been  the  seat  of  devastation 
and  slaughter.  The  dearest  interests  and  rights  of 
every  nation  have  been  again  and  again  committed  to 
the  hazards  of  a  game,  of  all  others  the  most  uncertain, 
and  in  which,  from  its  very  nature,  success  too  often 
attends  on  the  fiercest  courage  and  the  basest  fraud. 

Such,  my  friends,  is  an  unexaggerated,  and  I  will  add, 
a  faint  delineation  of  the  miseries  of  war ;  and  to  all 
these  miseries  and  crimes  the  human  race  have  been 
continually  exposed,  for  no  worthier  cause,  than  to  en- 
large an  empire  already  tottering  under  its  unwieldy 
weight,  to  extend  an  iron  despotism,  to  support  some 
idle  pretension,  to  repel  some  cmreal  or  exaggerated  in- 
jury. For  no  worthier  cause,  human  blood  has  been 
poured  out  as  water,  and  millions  of  rational  and  immor- 
tal beings  have  been  driven  like  sheep  to  the  field  of 
slaughter. 

Having  considered  the  crimes  and  miseries  of  war,  I 
proceed,  as  I  proposed,  to  inquire  into  its  sources;  an 
important  branch  of  our  subject,  for  it  is  only  by  a 
knowledge  of  the  sources,  that  we  can  be  guided  to  the 
remedies  of  war.  And  here,  I  doubt  not,  many  will 
imagine  that  the  first  place  ought  to  be  given  to  malig- 
nity and  hatred.  But  justice  to  human  nature  requires, 
that  we  ascribe  to  national  animosities  a  more  limited 
operation,  than  is  usually  assigned  to  them,  in  the  pro- 
duction of  this  calamity.     It  is  indeed,  true,  that  ambi- 
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tious  men,  who  have  an  interest  in  war,  too  often  ac- 
complish their  views  by  appealing  to  the  malignant 
feelings  of  a  community,  by  exaggerating  its  wrongs,- 
ridiculing  its  forbearance,  and  reviving  ancient  jealous- 
ies and  resentments.  But  it  is  believed,  that  were  not 
malignity  and  revenge  aided  by  the  concurrence  of 
higher  principles,  the  false  splendor  of  this  barbarous 
custom  might  easily  be  obscured,  and  its  ravages  stayed. 
One  of  the  great  springs  of  war  may  be  found  in  a 
very  strong  and  general  propensity  of  human  nature,  in 
the  love  of  excitement,  of  emotion,  of  strong  interest ; 
a  propensity  which  gives  a  charm  to  those  bold  and 
hazardous  enterprises  which  call  forth  all  the  energies 
of  our  nature.  No  state  of  mind,  not  even  positive  suf- 
fering, is  more  painful  than  the  want  of  interesting  ob- 
jects. The  vacant  soul  preys  on  itself,  and  often  rushes 
with  impatience  from  the  security  which  demands  no 
effort,  to  the  brink  of  peril.  This  part  of  human  nature 
is  seen  in  the  kind  of  pleasures  which  have  always  been 
preferred.  Why  has  the  first  rank  among  sports  been 
given  to  the  chase  ?  Because  its  difficulties,  hardships, 
hazards,  tumults,  awaken  the  mind,  and  give  to  it  a 
new  consciousness  of  existence,  and  a  deep  feeling  of 
its  powers.  What  is  the  charm  which  attaches  the 
statesman  to  an  office  which  almost  weighs  him  down 
with  labor  and  an  appalling  responsibility  ?  He  finds 
much  of  his  compensation  in  the  powerful  emotion  and 
interest,  awakened  by  the  very  hardships  of  his  lot,  by 
conflict  with  vigorous  minds,  by  the  opposition  of  rivals, 
and  by  the  alternations  of  success  and  defeat.  What 
hurries  to  the  gaming  table  the  man  of  prosperous  for- 
tune and  ample  resource  ?  The  dread  of  apathy,  the 
love  of  strong  feeling  and  of  mental  agitation.  A  deep- 
er interest  is  felt  in  hazarding,  than  in  securing  wealthy 
23* 
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and  the  temptation  is  irresistible.  One  more  example 
of  this  propensity  may  be  seen  in  the  attachment  of  pi- 
rates and  highwaymen  tp  their  dreadful  employment. 
Its  excess  of  peril  has  given  it  a  terrible  interest ;  and 
to  a  man  who  has  long  conversed  with  its  dangers,  the 
ordinary  pursuits  of  life  are  vapid,  tasteless,  and  disgust- 
ing. We  have  here  one  spring  of  war.  War  is  of  all 
games  the  deepest,  awakening  most  powerfully  the  soul, 
and,  of  course,  presenting  powerful  attraction  to  those 
restless  and  adventurous  minds,  which  pant  for  scenes 
of  greater  experiment  and  exposure  than  peace  affords. 
The  savage,  finding  in  his  uncultivated  modes  of  life 
few  objects  of  interest,  few  sources  of  emotion,  burns  for 
war  as  a  field  for  his  restless  energy.  Civilized  men, 
too,  find  a  pleasure  in  war,  as  an  excitement  of  the  mind. 
They  follow,  with  an  eager  concern,  the  movements  of 
armies,  and  wait  the  issue  of  battles  with  a  deep  sus- 
pense, an  alternation  of  hope  and  fear^  inconceivably 
more  interesting  than  the  unvaried  uniformity  of  peace- 
ful pursuits. 

Another  powerful  principle  of  our  nature,  which  is 
the  spring  of  war,  is  the  passion  for  superiority,  for  tri- 
umph, for  power.  The  human  mind  is  aq>iring,  impa- 
tient of  inferiority,  and  eager  for  preeminence  and  con- 
trol. I  need  not  enlarge  on  the  predominance  of  this 
passion  in  rulers,  whose  love  of  power  is  influenced  by 
the  possession,  and  who  are  ever  restless  to  extend 
their  sway.  It  is  more  important  to  observe,  that  were 
this  desire  restrained  to  the  breasts  of  rulers,  war  would 
move  with  a  sluggish  pace.  But  the  passion  for  pow- 
er and  superiority  is  universal ;  and  as  every  individual, 
from  his  intimate  union  with  the  community,  is  accus- 
tomed to  approjiriate  its  triumphs  to  himself,  there  is  a 
general  promptness  to  engage  in  any  contest,  by  which 
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the  community  may  obtain  an  ascendency  over  other 
nations.  The  desire,  that  0(4r  country  should  surpass 
all  others,  would  not  be  criminal,  did  we  understand 
in  what  respects  it  is  most  honorable  for  a  nation  to 
excel ;  did  we  feel,  that  the  glory  of  a  state  consists  in 
intellectual  and  moral  superiority,  in  preeminence  of 
knowledge,  freedom,  and  purity.  But  to  the  mass  of  a 
people,  this  form  of  preeminenc^is  too  refined  and  un- 
substantial. There  is  another  kmd  of  triumph  which 
they  better  understand,  the  triumph  of  physical  power, 
triumph  in  battle,  triumph,  not  over  the  minds,  but  the 
territory  of  another  state.  Here  *  is  a  palpable,  visible 
superiority ;  and  for  this,  a  people  are  willing  to  submit 
to  severe  privations.  A  victory  blots  out  the  fiiemory 
of  their  sufferings,  and  in  boasting  of  their  extended 
power,  they  find  a  compensation  for  many  woes. 

I  now  proceed  to  another  powerful  spring  of  war,  and 
it  is  the  admiration  of  the  brilliant  qualities  displayed 
in  war.  These  qualities,  more  than  all  things,  have 
prevented  an  impression  of  the  crimes  and  miseries  of 
this  savage  custom.  Many  delight  in  war,  not  for  its 
carnage  and  woes,  but  for  its  valor  and  apparent  mag- 
nanimity, fipr  the  self-command  of  the  hero,  the  forti- 
tude which  despises  .suffering,  the  resolution  which 
courts  danger,  the  superiority  of  the  mind  to  the  body, 
to  sensation,  to  fear.  Let  us  be  just  to  human  nature 
even  in  its  errors  and  excesses.  Men  seldom  delight 
m  war,  considered  merely  as  a  source  of  misery.  When 
they  hear  of  battles,  the  picture  which  rises  to  their 
view  is  not  what  it  should  be,  a  picture  of  extreme 
wretchedness,  of  the  wounded,  the  mangled,  the  slain. 
These  horrors  are  hidden  under  the  splendor  of  those 
mighty  energies,  which  break  fbrth  amidst  the  perils  of 
conflict,  and  which  human  nature  contemplates  with  an 
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intense  and  heart-thrilling  delight.  Attention  hurries 
from  the  heaps  of  the  slaughtered  to  the  victorious  chief, 
whose  single  mind  pervades  and  animates  a  host,  and 
directs  with  stern  cotnposure  the  storm  of  battle ;  and 
the  ruin  which  he  spreads  is  forgotten  in  admiration  of 
his  power.  This  admiration  has,  in  all  ages,  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  most  unequivocal  signs.  Why  that  gar- 
land woven?  that  aiph  erected?  that  festive  board 
spread  ?  These  are  tributes  to  the  warrior.  Whilst 
the  peaceful  sovereign,  who  scatters  blessings  with  the 
silence  and  constancy  of  Providence,  is  received  with  a 
faint  applause,  men  assemble  in  crowds  to  hail  the  con-' 
queror,  perhaps  a  monster  in  human  form,  whose  private 
life  is  blackened  with  lust  and  crime,  and  whose  great- 
ness is  built  on  perfidy  and  usurpation.  Thus  war  is 
the  surest  and  speediest  road  to  renown ;  and  war  will 
never  cease,  while  the  field  of  battle  is  the  field  of  glory, 
and  the  most  luxuriant  laurels  grow  from  a  root  nourish- 
ed with  blood. 

Another  cause  of  war  is  a  false  patriotism.  It  is  a 
natural  and  a  generous  impulse  of  nature  to  love  the 
country  which  gave  us  birth,  by  whose  institutions  we 
have  been  moulded,  by  whose  laws  defendei,  and  with 
whose  soil  and  scenery  innumerable  associations  of  early 
years,  of  domestic  affection,  and  of  friendship,  have  been 
formed.  But  this  sentiment  often  degenerates  into  a 
narrow,  partial,  exclusive  attachment,  alienating  us  from 
other  branches  of  the  human  family,  and  instigating  to 
aggression  on  other  states.  In  ancient  times,  this  prin- 
ciple was  developed  with  wonderful  energy,  and  some- 
times absorbed  every  other  sientiment.  To  the  Roman, 
Rome  was  the  universe.  Other  nations  were  of  no  val- 
ue but  to  grace  her  triumphs,  and  illustrate  her  power ; 
and  he,  who  in  private  life  would  have  disdained  injus- 
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tice  and  oppression,  exulted  in  the  successfiil  violence,  by 
which  other  nations  were  bound  to  the  chariot  wheels 
of  this  mistress  of  the  world.  This  spirit  still  exists. 
The  tie  of  country  is  thought  to  absolve  men  from  the 
obligations  of  universal  justice  and  humanity.  States- 
men and  rulers  are  expected  to  build  up  their  own  coun- 
try at  the  expense  of  others  ;  and  in  the  false  patriotism 
of  the  citizen,  they  have  a  security  for  any  outrages, 
which  are  sanctioned  by  success. 

Let  me  mention  one  other  spring  of  war.  I  mean 
the  impressions  we  receive  in  early  life.  In  our  early 
years,  we  know  war  only  as  it  offers  itself  to  us  at  a 
review ;  not  arrayed  in  terror,  not  stalking  over  fields 
of  the  slain,  and  desolated  regions,  its  eye  flashing  with 
fury,  and  its  sword  reeking  with  blood.  War,  as  we  first 
see  it,  is  decked  with  gay  and  splendid  trappings,  and 
wears  a  countenance  of  joy.  It  moves  with  a  measured 
and  graceful  step,  to  the  sound  of  the  heart-stirring  fife 
and  drum.  Its  instruments  of  death  wound  only  the 
air.  Such  is  war  ;  the  youthful  eye  is  dazzled  with  its 
ornaments ;  the  youthful  heart  dances  to  its  animated 
sounds.  It  seems  a  pastime  full  of  spirit  and  activity, 
the  very  sport  in  which  youth  delights.  These  false 
views  of  war  are  confirmed  by  our  earliest  reading. 
We  are  intoxicated  with  the  exploits  of  the  conqueror, 
as  recorded  in  jeal  history  or  in  glowing  fiction.  We 
follow,  with  a  sympathetic  ardor,  his  rapid  and  trium- 
phant career  in  battle,  and,  unused  as  we  are  to  suffering 
and  death,  forget  the  fallen  and  miserable  who  are 
crushed  under  his  victorious  car.  Particularly  by  the 
study  of  the  ancient  poets  and  historians,  the  senti- 
ments of  early  and  barbarous  ages  on  the  subject  of  war, 
are  kept  alive  in  the  mind.  The  trumpet,  which  roused 
the  fury  of  Achilles  and  of  the  hordes  of  Greece,  still 
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resounds  in  our  ears ;  and  though  Christians  by  profes* 
sion,  some  of  our  earliest  and  deepest  impressions  are 
received  in  the  school  of  uncivilized  antiquity.  Even 
where  these  impressions  in  favor  of  war  are  not  received 
in  youth,  wo  yet  learn  from  our  early  familiarity  with 
it,  to  consider  it  as  a  necessary  evil,  an  essential  part 
of  our  condition.  We  become  reconciled  to  it  as  to  a 
fixed  law  of  our  nature  ;  and  consider  the  thought  of  its 
abolition  as  extravagant  as  an  attempt  to  chain  the 
winds  or  arrest  the  lightning. 

I  have  thus  attempted  to  unfold  the  principal  causes 
of  war.  They  are,  you  perceive,  of  a  moral  nature. 
They  may  be  resolved  into  wrong  views  of  human 
glory,  and  into  excesses  of  passions  and  desires,  which, 
by  right  direction,  would  promote  the  best  interests  of 
humanity.  From  these  causes  we  learn,  that  this  sav- 
age custom  is  to  be  repressed  by  moral  means,  by  salu- 
tary influences  on  the  sentiments  and  principles  of  man- 
kind. And  thus  we  are  led  to  our  last  topic,  the  reme- 
dies of  war.  In  introducing  the  observations  which  I 
have  to  offer  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  feel  myself 
bound  to  suggest  an  important  caution.  Let  not  the 
causci  of  peace  be  injured  by  the  assertion  of  extreme 
and  indefensible  principles.  I  particularly  refer  to  the 
principle,  that  war  is  absolutely,  and  in  all  possible 
cases,  unlawful,  and  prohibited  by  Christianity.  This 
doctrine  is  considered  by  a  great  majority  of  the  judi- 
cious and  enlightened,  as  endangering  thie  best  interests 
of  society ;  and  it  ought  not  therefore  to  be  connected 
with  our  efforts  for  the  diffusion  of  peace,  unless  it  ap- 
pear to  us  a  clear  and  indubitable  truth.  War,  as  it 
is  commonly  waged,  is  indeed  a  tremendous  evil ;  but 
national  subjugation  is  a  greater  evil  than  a  war  of 
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defence ;  and  a  community  seems  to  me  to  possess  an 
indisputable  right  to  resort  to  such  a  war,  when  all  other 
means  hafe  failed  for  the  security  of  its  existence  or 
freedom.  It  is  universally  admitted,  that  a  community 
may  employ  force  to  repress  the  rapacity  and  violence 
of  its  own  citizens,  to  disarm  and  restrain  its  internal 
foes ;  and  on  what  ground  can  we  deny  to  it  the  right 
of  repelling  the  inroads  and  aggressions  of  a  foreign 
power  ?  If  a  government  may  not  lawfully  resist  a  for- 
eign army,  invading  its  territory  to  desolate  and  subdue, 
on  what  principles  can  we  justify  a  resistance  of  a  com- 
bination of  its  own  citizens  for  the  same  injurious  pur- 
pose? Government  is  instituted  for  the  very  purpose  of 
protecting  the  community  from  all  violence,  no  matter  by 
what  hands  it  may  be  offered ;  and  rulers  would  be  un- 
faithful to  their  trust,  were  they  to  abandon  the  rights, 
interests,  and  improvements  of  society  to  unprincipled 
rapacity,  whether  of  domestic  or  foreign  foes. 
We  are  indeed  told,  that  the  language  of  scripture  is, 

*  resist  not  evil.'  But  the  scriptures  are  given  to  us  as 
reasonable  beings.  We  must  remember,  that  to  the  re- 
nunciation of  reason  in  the  interpretation  of  scripture, 
we  owe  those  absurdities,  which  have  sunk  Christianity 
almost  to  the  level  of  Heathenism.     If  the  precept  to 

*  resist  not  evil '  admit  no  exception,  then  civil  govyn- 
ment  is  prostrated;  then  the  magistrate  must,  in  no 
case,  resist  the  injurious ;  then  the  subject  must,  in  no 
case,  employ  the  aid  of  the  laws  to  enforce  his  rights. 
The  very  end  and  office  of  government  is,  to  resist  evil 
men.  For  this,  the  civil  magistrate  bears  the  sword ; 
and  he  should  beware  of  interpretations  of  the  scriptures, 
which  would  lead  him  to  bear  it  in  vain.  The  doctrine 
of  the  absolute  unlav/fulness  of  war  is  thought  by  its 
advocates  to  be  necessary  to  a  successful  opposition  to 
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this  barbarous  custom.  But,  were  we  employed  to  re- 
store peace  to  a  contentious  neighbourhood,  we  should 
not  consider  ourselves  as  obliged  to  teach^that  self- 
defence  is  in  every  possible  case  a  crime ;  and  equally 
useless  is  this  principle,  in  our  labors  for  the  pacification 
of  the  world.  Without  taking  this  uncertain  and  danger- 
ous ground,  we  may,  and  ought  to  assail  war,  by  assail- 
ing the  principles  and  passions  which  give  it  birth,  and 
by  improving  and  exalting  the  moral  sentiments  of 
mankind. 

For  example ;  important  service  may  be  rendered  to 
the  cause  of  peace,  by  communicating  and  enforcing 
just  and  elevated  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  true 
honor  of  rulers.  Let  us  teach,  that  the  prosperity,  and 
not  the  extent  of  a  state,  is  the  measure  of  a  ruler's 
glory ;  that  the  brute  force  and  crooked  policy  which 
annex  a  conquest,  are  infinitely  inferior  to  the  wisdom, 
justice,  and  beneficence  which  make  a  country  happy ; 
and  that  the  earth  holds  not  a  more  abandoned  mon- 
ster, than  the  sovereign,  who,  intrusted  with  the  dear- 
est interests  of  a  people,  commits  them  to  the  dreadful 
hazards  of  war,  that  he  may  extend  his  prostituted  pow- 
er, and  fill  the  earth  with  Jiis  worthless  name.  Let  us 
exhibit  to  the  honor  and  veneration  of  mankind  the 
character  of  the  christian  ruler,  who,  disdaining  the 
cheap  and  vulgar  honor  of  a  conqueror,  aspires  to  a  new 
and  more  enduring  glory ;  who,  casting  away  the  long 
tried  weapons  of  intrigue  and  violence,  adheres  with  a 
holy  and  unshaken  confidence  to  justice  and  philanthro- 
py^ as  a  nation's  best  defence  ;  and  who  considers  him- 
self as  exalted  by  God,  only  that  he  may  shed  down 
blessings,  and  be  as  a  beneficent  deity  to  the  world. 

To  these  instructions  in  relation  to  the  true  glory  of 
rulers,  should  be  added,  just  sentiments  as  to  the  glory 
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of  nations.  Let  us  teach,  that  the  honor  of  a  nation 
eonsbtSy  not  in  the  forced  and  reluctant  submission  of 
other  states,  but  in  equal  laws  and  free  institutions,  in 
cultivated  fields  and  prosperous  cities,  in  the  develope- 
ment  of  intellectual  a^d  moral  power,  in  the  difiusion 
of  knowledge,  in  magnanimity  and  justice,  in  the  vir- 
tues and  blessings  of  peace.  Let  ms  never  be  weary  in 
reprobating  that  infernal  spirit  of  conquest,  by  which  a 
ji[iation  becomes  the  terror  and  abhorrence  of  the  world 
and  inevitably  prepares  a  tomb,  at  best  a  splendid  tomb, 
for  its  own  liberties  and  prosperity.  Nothing  has  been 
more  common,  than  for  nations  to  imagine  themselves 
great  and  glorious  on  the  ground  of  foreign  conquest, 
wheii  at  home  they  have  been  loaded  with  chains.  Can- 
not these  gross  and  monstrous  delusions  be  scattered  ? 
Can  iiothing  be  done  to  persuade  christian  nations  to 
engage  in  a  new  and  untried  race  of  glory,  in  generous 
competitions,  in  a  noble  contest  for  superiority  in  wise 
legislation  and  internal  improvements,  in  the  spirit  of 
liberty  and  humanity  ? 

Another  most  important  method  of  promoting  the 
cause  of  peace  is,  to  turn  men's  admiration  from  military 
courage  to  qualities  of  real  nobleness  and  dignity.  It 
is  time  that  the  childish  admiration  of  courage  should 
give  place  to  more  manly  sentiments ;  and  in  proportion 
as  we  effect  this  change,  we  shall  shake  the  main  pillar 
of  war,  we  shall  rob  military  life  of  its  chief  attraction. 
Courage  is  a  very  doubtful  quality,  springing  from  very 
•  different  sources,  and  possessing  a  corresponding  variety 
of  character.  Courage  sometimes  results  from  mental 
weakness.  Peril  is  confronted,  because  the  mind  wants 
comprehension  to  discern  its  extent.  This  is  often  the 
courage  of  youth,  the  courage  of  unreflecting  ignorance, 
a  contempt  of  peril  because  peril  is  b(it  dimly  seen. — 
24 
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Courage  still  more  frequently  springs  from  physical 
temperament,  from  a  rigid  fibre  and  iron  nerves,  and 
deserves  as  little  praise,  as  the  proportion  of  the  form, 
or  the  beauty  of  the  countenance. — Again,  every  pas- 
sion, which  is  strong  enough  to  overcome  the  passion  of 
fear,  and  to  exclude  by  its  vehemence  the  idea  of  dan- 
ger, communicates  at  least  a  temporary  courage.  Thus 
revenge,  when  it  bums  with  great  fury,  gives  a  terrible 
energy  to  the  mind,  and  has  sometimes  impelled  men 
to  meet  certain  death,  that  they  might  inflict  the  same 
fate  on  an  enemy.  You  see  the  doubtful  nature  of 
courage.  It  is  often  associated  with  the  worst  vices. 
The  most  wonderful  examples  of  it  may  be  found  in 
the  history  of  pirates  and  robbers,  whose  fearlessness  is 
generally  proportioned  ib  the  insensibility  of  their  con- 
sciences, and  to  the  enormity  of  their  crimes.  Courage, 
is  also  exhibited  with  astonishing  power  in  barbarous 
countries,  where  the  child  is  trained  to  despise  the  hard- 
ships and  pains  to  which  he  is  exposed  by  his  condition ; 
where  the  absence  of  civil  laws  obliges  every  man  to 
be  his  own  defender ;  and  where,  from  the  imperfec- 
tion of  moral  sentiment,  corporal  strength  and  ferocious 
courage  are  cotmted  the  noblest  qualities  of  human  na- 
ture. The  common  courage  of  armies  is  equally  worth- 
less with  that  of  the  pirate  and  the  savage.  A  consid- 
erable part  of  almost  every  army,  so  far  from  deriving 
their  resolution  from  love  of  country  and  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice, can  hardly  be  said  to  have  a  country,  and  have 
been  driven  into  the  ranks  by  necessities,  which  were- 
generated  by  vice.  These  are  the  brave  soldiers,  whose 
praises  we  hear ;  brave  from  the  absence  of  all  reflec- 
tion ;  prodigal  of  life,  because  their  vices  have  robbed 
life  of  its  blessings  ;  brave  from  sympathy ;  brave  from 
the  thirst  of  plunder;  and  especially  brave,  because 
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the  sword  of  martial  law  is  hanging  over  their  heads. 
Accordingly,  military  courage  is  easily  attained  by  the 
most  debased  and  unprincipled  men.  The  common 
drunkard  of  the  streets,  who  is  enlisted  in  a  fit  of  intox- 
ication, when  thrown  into  the  ranks  among  the  unthink- 
ing and  profane,  subjected  to  the  rigor  of  martial  disci- 
pline, familiarized  by  exposure  to  the  idea  of  danger, 
and  menaced  with  death  if  he  betray  a  symptom  of  fear, 
becomes  as  brave  as  his  officer,  whose  courage  may  of- 
ten be  traced  to  the  same  dread  of  punishment,  and  to 
fear  of  severer  infamy,  than  attends  on  the  cowardice 
of  the  common  soldier.  Let  the  tribute  of  honor  be 
freely  and  liberally  given  to  the  soldier  of  principle,  who 
exposes  his  life  for  a  cause  which  his  conscience  ap- 
proves, and  who  mingles  clemency  and  mercy  with  the 
joy  of  triumph.  But  as  for  the  multitudes  of  military 
men,  who  regard  war  as  a  trade  by  which  to  thrive, 
who  hire  themselves  to  fight  and  slay  in  any  cause,  and 
who  destroy  their  fellow  beings  with  as  little  concern, 
as  the  husbandman  does  the  vermin  that  infest  his  fields, 
I  know  no  class  of  men  on  whom  admiration  can 
more  unjustly  and  more  injuriously  be  bestowed.  Let 
us  labor,  my  brethren,  to  direct  the  admiration  and  love 
of  mankind  to  another  and  infinitely  higher  kind  of 
greatness,  to  that  true  magnanimity,  which  is  prodigal 
of  ease  and  life  in  the  service  of  God  and  mankind,  and 
which  proves  its  courage  by  unshaken  adherence,  amidst 
scorn  and  danger,  to  truth  and  virtue.  Let  the  records 
of  past  ages  be  explored,  to  rescue  from  oblivion,  not 
the  wasteful  conqueror,  whose  path  was  as  the  whirl- 
wind, but  the  benefactors  of  the  human  race,  mart)nrs 
to  the  interests  of  free4om  and  religion,  men  who  have 
broken  the  chain  of  the  slave,  who  have  traversed  the 
earth  to  shed  consolation  into  the  cell  of  the  prisoner, 
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or  whose  sublime  faculties  have  explored  and  revealed 
useful  and  ennobling  truths.  Can  nothing  be  done  to 
hasten  the  time,  vehen  to  such  men  eloquence  and  po- 
etry shall  offer  their  glowing  homage  ?  When  for  these 
the  statue  and  monument  shall  be  erected,  the  canvass 
be  animated,  and  the  laurel  entwined  ?  and  when  to 
these  the  admiration  of  the  young  shall  be  directed,  as 
their  gui<)es  and  forerunners  to  glory  and  immortality  ? 
I  proceed  to  another  method  of  promoting  the  cause 
of  peace.  Let  christian  ministers  exhibit  with  greater 
clearness  and  distinctness,  than  ever  the^  have  done, 
the  pacific  and  benevolent  spirit  of  Christianity.  My 
brethren,  this  spirit  ought  to  hold  the  same  place  in  our 
preaching,  which  it  holds  in  the  gospel  of  our  Lord.  In- 
stead of  being  crowded  and  lost  among  other  subjects, 
it  should  stand  in  the  front  of  christian  graces ;  it  should 
be  inculcated  as  the  life  and  essence  df  our  religion. 
We  should  teach  men,  that  charity  is  greater  than  faith 
and  hope ;  that  God  is  love  or  benevolence ;  and  that 
love  is  the  brightest  communication  of  divinity  to  the 
human  soul.  We  should  exhibit  Jesus  in  all  the  ami- 
ableness  of  his  character,  now  shedding  tears  over  Jeru- 
salem, and  now,  his  blood  on  Calvary,  and  in  his  last 
hours  recommending  his  own  sublime  love  as  the  badge 
and  distinction  of  his  followers.  We  should  teach  men, 
that  it  is  the  property  of  the  benevolence  of  Christiani- 
ty, to  diffuse  itself  like  the  light  and  rain  of  heaven,  to 
disdain  the  limits  of  rivers,  mountains,  or  oceans,  by 
which  nations  are  divided,  and  to  embrace  every  human 
being  as  a  brother.  Let  us  never  forget,  that  our  preach- 
ing is  evangelical,  just  in  proportion  as  it  inculcates 
and  awakens  this  disinterested  and  unbounded  charity ; 
and  that  our  hearers  are  Christians,  just  as  far,  and  no 
farther  than  they  delight  in  peace  and  beneficence. 
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It  is  a  painful  truth,  which  ought  not  to  be  suppress- 
ed, that  the  pacific  influence  of  the  gospel  has  been 
greatly  obstructed  by  the  dis|K)sition,  which  has  prevail- 
ed in  all  ages,  and  especially  among  christian  ministers, 
to  give  importance  to  the  peculiarities  of  sects,  and  to 
rear  walls  of  partition  between  different  denominations. 
Shame  ought  to  cover  the  face  of  the  believer,  \vhen  he 
remembers,  that  under  no  religion  have  intolerance  and 
persecution  raged  more  fiercely,  than  under  the  gospel 
of  the  meek  and  forbearing  Saviour.  Christians  have 
made  the  earth  to  reek  with  blood  and  to  resound  with 
denunciation.  Can  we  wonder,  that,  while  the  spirit 
of  war  has  been  cherished  in  the  very  bosom  of  the 
church,  it  has  continued  to  ravage  among  the  nations  ? 
Were  the  true  spirit  of  Christianity  to  be  inculcated 
with  but  half  the  zeal,  which  has  been  wasted  on  doubt- 
ful and  disputed  doctrines,  a  sympathy,  a  cooperation 
might  in  a  very  short  time  be  produced  among  Chris- 
tians of  every  nation,  most  propitious  to  the  pacification 
of  the  world.  In  consequence  of  the  progress  of  know- 
ledge and  the  extension  of  commerce,  Christians  of  both 
hemispheres  are  at  this  moment  brought  nearer  to  one 
another,  than  at  any  former  period ;  and  an  intercourse, 
founded  on  religious  sympathies,  is  gradually  connecting 
the  most  distant  regions.  What  a  powerful  weapon  is 
furnished  by  this  new  bond  of  union  to  the  ministers 
and  friends  of  peacfe !  Should  not  the  auspicious  mo- 
ment be  seized  to  inculcate  on  all  Christians,  in  all  re- 
gions, that  they  owe  their  first  allegiance  to  their  com- 
mon Lord  in  heaven,  whose  first,  and  last,  and  great 
command  is,  love  ?  Should  they  not  be  taught  to  look 
with  a  shuddering  abhorrence  on  war,  which  continual- 
ly summons  to  the  field  of  battle,  under  opposing  stand- 
ards, the  followers  of  the  same  Saviour,  and  commands 
24* 
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them  to  imbrae  their  hands  in  each  others'  Mood? 
Once  let  Christians  of  every  nation  be  brought  to  es- 
pouse the  cause  of  peace  with  one  heart  and  one  voice, 
and  their  labor  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Human 
affairs  will  rapidly  assume  a  new  and  milder  aspect. 
The  predicted  ages  of  peace  will  dawn  on  the  world. 
Public  opinion  will  be  purified.  The  false  lustre  of  the 
hero  will  grow  dim.  A  nobler  order  of  character  will  be 
admired  and  diffused.  The  kingdoms  of  the  world  will 
gradually  become  the  kingdoms  o€  God  and  of  his 
Christ.  • 

My  friends,  I  did  intend,  but  I  have  not  time,  to  no^ 
tice  the  arguments  which  are  urged  in  support  of  war. 
Let  me  only  say,  that  the  common  argument,  that  war 
is  necessary  to  awaken  the  boldness,  energy,  and  no- 
blest qualities  of  human  nature,  will,  I  hope,  receive  a 
practical  refutation  in  the'  friends  of  philanthropy  and 
peace.  Let  it  appear  in  your  lives,  that  you  need  not 
this  spark  from  hell  to  kindle  a  heroic  resolution  in 
your  breasts.  Let  it  appear,  that  a  pacific  spirit  has 
no  affinity  with  a  tame  and  feeble  character.  Let  us 
prove,  that  courage,  the  virtue  which  has  been  thought 
to  flourish  most  in  the  rough  field  of  war,  may  be  rear- 
ed to  a  more  generous  height,  and  to  a  firmer  texture, 
in  the  bosom  of  peace.  Let  it  be  seen,  that  it  is  not 
fear,  but  principle,  which  has  made  us  the  enemies  of 
war.  In  every  enterprise  of  philanthropy  which  de- 
mands daring,  and  sacrifice,  and  exposure  to  hardship 
and  toil,  let  us  embark  with  serenity  and  joy.  Be  it 
our  part,  to  exhibit  an  undaunted,  unshaken,  unwearied 
resolution,  not  in  spreading  ruin,  but  in  serving  God 
and  mankind,  in  alleviating  human  misery,  in  diffusing 
truth  and  virtue,  and  especially  in  opposing  war.  The 
doctrmes  of  Christianity  have  had  many  martyrs.     Let 
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its  spirit,  tbe  neglected,  insulted  spirit  erf  peace  and 
love.  In  a  better  service  we  cannot  live ;  in  a  nobkf 
caose  we  cannot  die.  It  is  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ, 
support^  by  Aknighty  Goodness,  and  appmnted  to 
triumph  over  the  passions  and  delusions  of  men,  the 
ctfitoms  of  ages,  mid  the  fallen  monuments  of  the  for** 
gotten  coDqueriMr. 


N.OTE- 

I  HAVE  deferred  to  this  place  a  few  remarks  on  the 
arguments  which  are  usually  adduced  in  support  of  war. 

War,  it  is  said,  kindles  patriotism ;  by  fighting  for 
our  country,  we  learn  to  love  it.  But  the  patriotisiD, 
which  is  cherished  by  war,  k  ordinarily  false  and  spu- 
rious, a  vice  and  not  a  virtue,  a  scourge  to  the  world,  a 
narrow,  unjust  passion,  which  aims  to  exdt  a  particular 
state  on  the  humiliaticm  and  destruction  of  other  na** 
tions.  A  genuine,  enlightened  patriot  discerns,  that  the 
welfare  of  his  own  country  is  involved  in  the  general 
progress  of  society ;  and,  in  the  character  of  a  patriot 
as  well  as  of  a  Christian,  he  rejoices  in  the  liberty  and 
prosperity  of  other  communities,  and  is  anxious  to  main- 
tain with  them  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity. 

It  is  said,  that  a  military  spirit  is  the  defence  of  a 
country.  But  it  mc^re  frequently  endangers  the  vital 
interests  of  a  nation,  by  embroiling  it  with  other  states. 
This  spirit,  like  every  other  passion,  is  impatient  for 
gratification^  and  often  precipitates  a  country  into  un- 
necessary war.  A  people  have  no  need  of  a  military 
^irit.     Let  them  be  attached  to  theur  government  and 
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institutions  by  habit,  by  early  associations,  and  e^'' 
cially  by  experimental  conviction  of  their  excellence,  and 
they  will  never  want  means  or  spirit  to  defend  them. 

War  is  recommended  as  a  method  of  redressing  na^ 
tional  grievances.  But  unhappily,  the  weapons  of  war^ 
from  their  very  nature,  are  often  wielded  most  success- 
fully by  the  unprincipled.  Justice  and  force  have  lit- 
tle congeniality.  Should  not  Christians  everywhere 
strive  to  promote  the  reference  of  national  as  well  as  of 
individual  disputes  to  an  impartial  umpire  ? '  Is  a  pro- 
ject of  this  nature  more  extravagant  than  the  idea  of 
reducing  savage  hordes  to  a  state  of  regular  society  ? 
The  last  has  been  accomplished.  Is  the  first  to  be 
abandoned  in  despair  ? 

It  is  said,  that  war  sweeps  off  the  idle,  dissolute,  and 
vicious  members  of  the  community.  Monstrous  argu- 
ment! If  a  government  may  for  this  end  plunge  a 
nation  into  war,  it  may  with  equal  justice  consign  to  the 
executioner  any  number  of  its  subjects,  whom  it  may 
deem  a  burden  on  the  state.  The  fact  is,  that  war 
commonly  generates  as  many  profligates  as  it  destroys. 
A  disbanded  army  fills  the  community  vnth  at  least 
as  many  abandoned  members  as  at  first  it  absorbed. 
There  is  another  method,  not  quite  so  summary  as  war, 
of  ridding  a  country  of  unprofitable  and  injurious  citi- 
zens, but  vastly  more  efiectual ;  and  a  method,  which 
will  be  applied  with  spirit  and  success,  just  in  propor- 
tion as  war  shall  yield  to  the  light  and  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity. I  refer  to  the  exertions,  which  Christians  have 
commenced,  for  the  reformation  and  improvement  of 
the  ignorant  and  poor,  and  especially  for  the  instruction 
amd  moral  culture  of  indigent  children.  Christians  are 
entreated  to  persevere  and  abound  in  these  godlike  ef- 
forts.    By  difiusing  moral  and  religious  principles  and 
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se«  of  society,  ibey  wffl  dfy  up  one  iinjKyrtaiit  source  of 
war.  They  will  destroy  in  a  considerable  degree  the 
materials  of  armies.  In  proportion  as  these  classes  be- 
come well  principled  and  industrious,  poverty  will  dis- 
appear, the  population  of  a  country  will  be  more  and 
more  proportioned  to  its  resources,  and  of  course  the 
number  will  be  diminished  of  those,  who  have  li6  alter- 
native but  beggary  or  a  camp.  The  moral  care,  which 
is  at  the  present  day  extended  to  the  poor,  is  one  of 
the  most  honorable  features  of  our  age.  Cfaristisins  f 
remember,  that  your  propef  warfare  2s  with  igiiorance 
and  vice,  and  exhibit  here  the  same  unttveariec!  and  in- 
ventive energy,  which  has  marked  the  warriors  of  the 
world. 

It  is  sometimes  i^aid,  that  a  military  spirit  favors  lib- 
erty. But  how  is  it,  that  nations,  after  fighting  for 
ages,  are  so  generally  enslaved  ?  The  truth  is,  that  lib- 
erty has  no  foundation  but  in  private  and  public  virtue ; 
and  virtue,  as  we  have  seen,  is  not  the  common  growth 
of  war. 

But  the  great  argument  remains  to  be  discussed.  It 
is  said,  that  without  war  to  excite  and  invigorate  the 
human  mind,  some  of  its  noblest  energies  will  shimber, 
and  its  highest  qualities,  courage,  magnanimity,  forti- 
tude, vnll  perish.  To  this  I  answer,  that  if  vrar  is  to  be 
encouraged  among  nations,  because  it  nourishes  energy 
and  heroism,  on  the  same  principle  war  in  our  families, 
and  war  between  neighbourhoods,  villages,  and  cities 
ought  to  be  encouraged ;  for  such  contests  Would  equally 
tend  to  promote  heroic  daring  and  contempt  of  death. 
Why  shall  not  different  provinces  of  the  same  empire 
annually  meet  with  the  weapons  of  death,  to  keep  alive 
their  courage  ?     We  shrink  at  this  suggestion  with  hor- 
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rqr ;  but  why  shall  contests  of  nations,  rather  than  of 
provinces  or  families,  find  shelter  under  this  barbarous 
argument  ? 

I  observe  again;  if  war  be  a  blessing,  because  it 
awakens  energy  and  courage,  then  the  savage  state  is 
peculiarly  privileged ;  for  every  savage  is  a  soldier,  and 
his  whole  modes  of  life  tend  to  form  him  to  invincible 
resolution.  On  the  same  principle,  those  early  periods 
of  society  were  happy,  when  men.  were  called  to  con- 
tend, not  only  with  one  another,  but  with  beasts  of 
prey  ;  for  to  these  excitements  we  owe  the  heroism  of 
Hercules  and  Theseus.  On  the  same  principle,  the 
feudal  ages  were  more  favored  than  the  present;  for 
then  every  baron  was  a  military  chief,  every  castle 
« frowned  defiance,  and  every  vassal  was  trained  to  arms. 
And  do  we  really  wish,  that  the  ^arth  should  again 
be  overrun  with  monsters,  or  abandoned  to  savage  or 
feudal  violence,  in  order  that  heroes  may  be  multiplied  ? 
If  not,  let  us  cease  to  vindicate  war  as  afibrding  excite- 
ment to  energy  and  courage. 

I  repeat,  what  I  have  observed  in  the  preceding  dis- 
course, we  need  not  war  to  awaken  human  energy. 
There  is  at  least  equal  scope  for  courage  and  magna- 
nimity in  blessing,  as  in  destroying  mankind.  The  con- 
dition of  the  human  race  offers  inexhaustible  objects  for 
enterprise,  and  fortitude,  and  magnanimity.  In  reliev- 
ing the  countless  wants  and  sorrows  of  the  world,  in 
exploring  unknown  regions,  in  carrying  the  arts  and. 
virtues  of  civilisation  to  unimproved  communities,  in 
extending  the  bounds  of  knowledge,  in  diffusing  the 
spirit  of  freedom,  and  especially  in  spreading  the  light 
and  influence  of  Christianity,  how  much  may  be  dared, 
how  much  endured !  Philanthropy  invites  us  to  servi- 
ces, which  demand  the  most  intense,  and  elevated,  and 
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resolute,  and  adventurous  activity.  Let  it  not  be  imag- 
inedy  that  were  nations  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianitjy  they  would  slumber  in  ignoble  ease,  that  instead 
of  the  high  minded  murderers,  who  are  formed  on  the 
present  system  of  war,  we  should  have  effeminate  and 
timid  slaves.  Christian  benevolence  is  as  active  as  it 
is  forbearing.  Let  it  once  form  the  character  of  a  peo- 
ple, and  it  will  attach  them  to  every  important  interest 
of  society.  It  will  call  forth  sympathy  in  behalf  of  the 
suffering  in  every  region  under  heaven.  It  will  give  a 
new  extension  to  the  heart,  open  a  wider  sphere  to  en- 
terprise, inspire  a  courage  of  exhaustless  resource,  and 
prompt  to  every  sacrifice  and  exposure  for  the  improve- 
ment and  happiness  of  the  human  race.  The  energy 
of  this  principle  has  been  tried  and  displayed  in  ^e  for- 
titude of  the  martyr,  and  in  the  patient  labors  of  those 
who  have  carried  the  gospel  into  the  dreary  abodes  of 
idolatry.  Away  then  with  the  argument,  that  war  is 
needed  as  a  nursery  of  heroism.  The  school  of  the 
peaceful  Redeemer  is  infinitely  more  adapted  to  teach 
the  nobler,  as  well  as  the  milder  virtues,  which  adorn 
humanity. 
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DISCOURSE 


AT    THE    QitDINATION    OF   THE   REV.  JARED   SPARKS 

BALTIMORE,  1819. 


1  THESSALONIANS,  V.  21. 

cpEOYE  ALL  THINGS;  HOLD  FAST  THAT  WHICH  IS  GOOD.' 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  occasion  not  on- 
ly justify,  but  seem  to  demand  a  departure  from  the 
course  generally  followed  by  preachers  at  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  brother  into  the  sacred  office.  It  is  usual  to 
speak  of  the  nature,  design,  duties  and  advantages  of 
the  christian  ministry ;  and  on  these  topics  I  should  now 
be  happy  to  insist,  did  I  not  remember  that  a  minister 
is  to  be  given  this  day  to  a  religious  society,  whose 
peculiarities  of  opinion  have  drawn  upon  them  much 
remark,  and  may  I  not  add,  much  reproach.  Many  good 
minds,  many  sincere  Christians,  I  am  aware,  are  appre- 
hensive that  the  solemnities  of  this  day  are  to  give  a 
degree  of  influence  to  principles  which  they  deem  false 
and  injurious.  The  fears  and  anxieties  of  such  men  I 
respect ;  and,  believing  that  they  are  grounded  in  part  on 
mistake,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you, 
as  clearly  as  I  can,  some  of  the  distinguishing  opinions 
of  that  class  of  Christians  in  our  country,  who  are 
known  to  sympathize  with  this  religious  society.  I 
25 
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must  ask  your  patience,  for  such  a  subfMt  is  not  to  be 
despatched  in  a  narrow  compass.  I  must  also  ask  jou 
to  remember,  that  it  is  impossible  to  exhibit,  in  a  single 
discourse,  our  views  of  every  doctrine  of  revelation,  much 
less  the  differences  of  opinion  which  are  known  to  sub- 
sist among  ourselves.  I  shall  confine  myself  to  topics, 
on  which  our  sentiments  have  been  misrepresented,  or 
which  distinguish  us  most  widely  from  odbers.  May  I 
not  hope  to  be  heard  with  candor.  God  deliver  us  all 
from  prejudice  and  unkindness,  and  fill  us  with  the  love 
of  truth  and  virtue. 

There  are  two  natural  divisions  under  which  my 
thoughts  will  be  arranged.  I  shall  endeavour  to  un- 
fold, 1st,  The  principles  which  we  adopt  in  interpreting 
the  Scriptures.  And  2dly,  Some  of  the  doctrines,  which 
the  Scriptures,  so  interpreted,  seem  to  us  clearly  to 
express. 

I       I.  We  regard  the  Scriptures  as  the  records  of  God's 

•  successive  revelations  to  mankind,  and  particularly  of 
the  last  and  most  perfect  revelation  of  his  will  by  Jesus 

V  Christ.  Whatever  doctrines  seem  to  us  to  be  clearly 
taught  in  the  Scriptures,  we  receive  without  reserve  or 
exception.  We  do  not,  however, -attach  equal  impor- 
tance to  all  the  books  in  this  collection.     Our  religion, 

f  we  believe,  lies  chiefly  in  the  New  Testament.  The 
dispensation  of  Moses,  compared  with  that  of  Jesus,  we 
^  consider  as  adapted  to  the  childhood  of  the  human  race, 
a  preparation  for  a  nobler  system,  and  chiefly  useful 
now  as  serving  to  confirm  and  illustrate  the  Christian 
Scriptures.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  master  of  Chris- 
tians, and  whatever  he  taught,  either  during  his  person- 
al ministry,  or  by  his  inspired  apostles,  we  reg^d  as  of 

V- divine  authority,  and  profess  to  make  the  rule  of  our 
lives. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


291 

This  authority,  wiiich  we  give  to  the  Scriptures,  is  a 
re^ison,  we  conceive,  for  studying  them  with  peculiar 
care,  and  for  inquiring  anxiously  into  the  principles  of 
interpretation,  by  which  their  true  meaning  may  be  as- 
certained. The  principles  adopted  by  the  class  of  Chris- 
tians, in  whose  name  I  speak,  need  to  be  explained, 
because  they  are  often  misunderstood.  We  are  partic-  I 
ularly  accused  of  making  an  unwarrantable  use  of  reason 
in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture.  We  are  said  to  ex- 
alt reason  above  revelation,  to  prefer  our  own  wisdcwa 
to  God's.  Loose  and  undefined  charges  of  this  kindy 
are  circulated  so  freely,  that  we  think  it  due  to  our- 
selves, and  to  the  cause  of  truth,  to  express  our  vievrs 
with  some  particularity. 

Our  leading  principle  in  interpreting  Scripture  is  thisj^ 
that  the  Bible  is  a  book  written  for  men,  in  the  language 
of  men,  and  that  its  meaning  is  to  be  sought  in  the  same 
manner,  as  that  of  other  books.  We  believe  that  God^ 
when  he  speaks  to  the  human  race,  confonns,  if  we  may 
so  say,  to  the  established  rules  of  speaking  and  writing. 
How  else  would  the  Scriptures  avail  us  more,  than  if 
communicated  in  an  unknown  tongue  ? 

Now  all  books,  and  all  conversation,  require  in  Ae 
reader  or  hearer  the  constant  exercise  of  reason;  or 
their  true  import  is  only  to  be  obtained  by  ccHitinual 
comparison  and  inference.  Human  language,  you  well 
know,  admits  various  interpretations ;  and  every  word 
and  every  sentence  must  be  modified  and  explained  ac- 
cording to  the  sul^ect  which  is  discussed,  according  to 
the  purposes,  feelings,  circumstances  and  principles  of 
the  writer,  and  according  to  the  genius  and  idioms  of 
the  limguage  which  he  uses.  These  are  acknowledged 
principles  in  the  interpretation  of  human  writings ;  and  * 
a  man,  whose  words  we  should  explain  without  reference 
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to  these  principles,  would  reproach  us  justly  with  a 
criminal  want  of  candor,  and  an  intention  of  obscuring 
or  distorting  his  meaning. 

Were  the  Bible  written  in  a  language  and  style  of  its 
own,  did  it  consist  of  words,  which  admit  but  a  single 
sense^  and  of  sentences  wholly  detached  from  each  oth- 
er, there  would  be  no  place  for  the  principles  now  laid 
down.  We  could  not  reason  about  it,  as  about  other 
writings.  But  such  a  book  would  be  of  little  worth ; 
and  perhaps,  of  all  books,  the  Scriptures  correspond  least 
to  this  description.  The  word  of  God  bears  the  stamp 
of  the  same  hand,  which  we  see  in  his  works.  It  has 
infinite  connexions  and  dependencies.  Every  proposi- 
tion is  linked  with  others,  and  is  to  be  compared  with 
others,  that  its  full  and  precise  import  may  be  under- 
stood. Nothing  stands  alone.  The  New  Testament  is 
built  on  the  Old.  The  Christian  dispensation  is  a  con- 
tinuation  of  the  Jewish,  the  completion  of  a  vast  scheme 
of  providence,  requiring  great  extent  of  view  in  the 
deader.  Still  more,  the  Bible  treats  of  subjects  on  which 
I  we  receive  ideas  from  other  sources  besides  itself;  such 
subjects  as  the  nature,  passions,  relations,  and  duties  of 
man ;  and  it  expects  us  to  restrain  and  modify  its  lan- 
guage by  the  known  truths,  which  observation  and  expe- 
rience furnish  on  these  topics. 

We  profess  not  to  know  a  book,  which  demands  a 
more  frequent  exercise  of  reason  than  the  Bible.  In 
addition  to  the  remarks  now  made  on  its  infinite  con- 
nexions, we  may  observe,  that  its  style  nowhere  affects 
the  precision  of  science,  or  the  accuracy  of  definition. 
Its  language  is  singularly  glowing,  bold  and  figurative, 
demanding  more  frequent  departures  from  the  literal 
sense,  than  that  of  our  own  age  and  country,  and  con- 
sequently demanding  more  continual  exercise  of  judg- 
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ment. — We  find  too,  that  the  different  portions  of  this , 
book,  instead  of  being  confined  to  general  truths,  refer 
perpetually  to  the  times  when  they  were  written,  to 
states  of  society^  to  modes  of  thinking,  to  controversies 
in  the  church,  to  feelings  and  usages  which  have  passed 
away,  and  without  the  knowledge  of  which  we  are  con- 
stantly in  danger  of  extending  to  all  times,  and  places, 
what  was  of  temporary  and  local  application. — We  find, 
too,  that  some  of  these  books  are  strongly  marked  by 
the  genius  and  character  of  their  respective  writers,  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  did  not  so  guide  the  apostles  as  to  sus- 
pend the  peculiarities  of  their  minds,  and  that  a  know- 
ledge of  their  feelings,  and  of  the  influences  under  which 
they  were  placed,  is  one  of  the  preparations  for  under- 
standing their  writings.  With  these  views  of  the  Bible,"? 
we  feel  it  our  bounden  duty  to  exercise  our  reason  upon 
it  perpetually,  to  c(»npare,  to  infer,  to  look  beyond  the 
letter  to  the  spirit,  to  seek  in  the  nature  of  the  subject, 
and  the  aim  of  the  vinriter,  his  true  meaning ;  and,  in 
general,  to  make  use  of  what  is  known,  for  explaining 
what  is  difficult,  and  for  discovering  new  truths.  wJ 

Need  I  descend  to  particulars  to  prove  that  the  Scrip- 
tures demand  the  exercise  of  reason  ?  Take,  for  exam- 
ple^ the  style  in  which  they  generally  speak  of  God,  and 
observe  how  habitually  they  apfdy  to  him  human  pas- 
sions and  organs.  Recollect  the  declarations  of  Christ, 
that  he  came  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword ;  that  un- 
less we  eat  his  flesh,  and  drink  his  blood,  we  have  no 
life  in  us ;  that  we  must  hate  father  and  mother,  and  pluck 
out  the  right  eye ;  and  a  vast  number  of  passages  equal- 
ly bold  and  unlimited.  Recollect  the  nnqusdified  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  said  of  Christians,  that  they  possess  all 
things,  know  all  things,  and  can  do  all  things.  Recd- 
lect  the  verbal  contradiction  between  Paul  and  James, 
25* 
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and  the  apparent  clashing  of  ^me  parts  of  Paul's  writ- 
ings with  the  general  doctrines  and  end  of  Christianity. 
I  might  extend  the  enumeration  indefinitely;  and  who 
does  not  see,  that  we  must  limit  all  these  passages  by 
^  the  known  attributes  of  God,  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of 
human  nature,  and  by  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  written,  so  as  to  give  the  language  a  quite 
different  import  from  what  it  would  require,  had  it  been 
applied  to  different  beings,  or  used  in  different  con- 
nexions. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show,  in  what  sense  we. 

Fmake  use  of  reason  in  interpreting  Scripture.  From  a 
variety  of  possible  interpretations,  we  select  that,  which 
accords  with  the  nature  of  the  subject  and  the  state  of 
the  writer,  with  the  connexion  of  the  passage,  with  the 
general  strain  of  Scripture,  with  the  known  character 
and  will  of  God,  and  with  the  obvious  and  acknowledg- 
ed laws  of  nature.  In  other  words,  we  believe  that 
God  never  contradicts,  in  one  part  of  Scripture,  what 
he  teaches  in  another :  and  never  contradicts,  in  revela- 
tion,  what  he  teaches  in  his  works  and  providence.     And 

j  we,  therefore,  distrust  every  interpretation,  which,  after 
deliberate  attention,  seems  repugnant  to  any  established 

Ltfuth.  We  reason  about  the  Bible  precisely  as  civilians 
do  about  the  constitution  under  which  we  live ;  who,  you 
know,  are  accustomed  to  limit  one  provision  of  that 
venerable  instrument  by  others,  and  to  fix  the  precise 
import  of  its  parts,  by  inquiring  into  its  general  spirit, 
into  the  intentions  of  its  authors,  and  into  the  preva- 
lent feelings,  impressions,  and  circumstances  of  the  time 
when  it  was  framed.  Without  these  principles  of  in- 
terpretation,  we  frankly  acknowledge,  that  we  cannot  de- 
fend the  divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures.  Deny  us  thk 
latitude,  and  we  must  abandon  this  book  to  its  enemies. 
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We  do  not  announce  these  principles  as  original,  or 
peculiar  to  ourselves.  All  Christians  occasionally  adopt 
them,  npt  excepting  those,  who  most  vehemently  decry 
them,  w^hen  they  happen  to  menace  some  favorite  arti- 
cle of  their  creed.  All  Christians  are  compelled  to  use 
them  in  their  controversies  with  infideb.  All  sects  em* 
ploy  them  in  their  warfare  with  one  another.  All  wil- 
lingly avail  themselves  of  reason,  when  it  can  be  pressed 
into  the  service  of  their  own  party,  and  only  complain 
of  it,  when  its  weapons  wound  themselves.  None  rea- 
son more  frequently  than  those  from  whom  we  differ.^ 
It  is  astonishing  what  a  fabric  they  rear  from  a  few 
slight  hints  about  the  fall  of  our  first  parents ;  and  how 
ingeniously  they  extract,  firom  detached  passages,  myste- 
rious doctrines  about  the  divine  nature.  We  do  not 
blame  them  for  reasoning  so  abundantly,  but  for  violating 
the  fundamental  rules  of  reasoning,  for  sacrificing  the 
plain  to  the  obscure,  and  the  general  strain  of  Scripture  to 
a  scanty  number  of  insulated  texts. 

We  object  strongly  to  the  contemptuous  manner  in"^ 
which  human  reason  is  often  spoken  of  by  our  adversa- 
ries, because  it  leads,  we  believe,  to  universal  skepti- 
cism. If  reason  be  so  dreadfully  darkened  by  the  faU, 
that  its  most  decisive  judgments  on  religion  are  unworthy 
of  trust,  then  Christianity,  and  even  natural  theology, 
must  be  abandoned ;  for  the  existence  and  veracity  of 
God,  and  the  divine  original  of  Christianity,  are  conclu- 
sbns  of  reason,  and  must  stand  or  fall  with  it.  If  reve- 
lation be  at  war  with  this  faculty,  it  subverts  itself,  for 
the  great  questicm  of  its  truth  is  left  by  God  to  be  de- 
cided at  the  bar  of  reason.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  how 
nearly  the  bigot  and  the  skeptic  approach.  Both  would 
annihilate  our  confidence  in  our  faculties,  and  both  throw 
doubt  and  confusion  over  every  truth.     ^JJehonor  reve- 
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lation  too  highly  to  make  it  the  antagonist  of  reas(m,  or 
to  believe,  ihat'Il  calls  ustolfenounce  our  highest  powers. 
We  indeed  grant,  that  the  use  of  reason  in  religion,  is 
accompanied  with  danger.  But  we  ask  any  honest  man 
to  look  back  on  the  history  of  the  church,  and  say, 
whether  the  renunciation  of  it  be  not  still  more  danger-^ 
ous.  Besides,  it  is-  a  plain  fact,  that  men  reason  as 
erroneously  on  all  subjects,  as  on  religion.  Who  does 
not  know  the  wild  and  groundless  thecuries,  which  have 
been  framed  in  physical  and  political  science  ?  But  who 
ever  supposed,  that  we  must  cease  to  exercise  reason 
on  nature  and  society,  because  men  have  erred  for  ages 
in  explaining  them  ?  We  grant,  that  the  passions  con- 
tinually, and  sometimes  &tally,  disturb  the  rational  fac- 
ulty in  its  inquiries  into  revelation.  The  ambitious 
contrive  to  find  doctrines  in  the  Bible,  which  £atvor  their 
love  of  dominion.     The  timid  and  dejected  discover 

/  there  a  gloomy  ^tem,  and  the  mystical  and  £mat]cal<»  a 
visionary  theology.  The  vicious  can  find  examples  or 
assertions  on  which  to  build  the  hope  of  a  late  repen- 
tance, or  of  acceptance  on  easy  terms.  The  falsely. re- 
fined contrive  to  light  on  doctrines  which  have  not  been 
soiled  by  vulgar  handling.     But  the  passions  do  not  dis- 

^  tract  the  reason  in  religious,  any  more  than  in  other  in- 
quiries, which  excite  strong  and  general  interest;  and 
this  faculty,  of  consequence,  is  not  to  be  renounced  la 
religion,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  discard  it  universally. 

(The  true  inference  from  the  almost  endless  errcurs,  which 
have  darkened  theology,  is,  not  that  we  are  to  ne^ect 
and  disparage  our  powers,  but  to  exert  them  more  pa- 

Ltiently,  circumspectly,  uprightly.  The  worst  errors^ 
after  all,  have  sprung  up  in  that  church,  which  proscribes 
reason,  and  demands  from  its  members  implicit  faith. 
The  most  pernicious  doctrines  have  berai  die  growth  of 
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the  darkest  times,  when  the  general  credulity  encour- 
aged bad  men  and  enthusiasts  to  broach  their  dreams 
and  inventions,  and  to  stifle  the  faint  remonstrances  of 
reason,  by  the  menaces  of  everlasting  perdition.  Say 
what  we  may,  God  has  given  us  a  rational  nature,  and  ^ 
will  call  us  to  account  for  it.  We  may  let  it  sleep,  but 
we  do  so  at  our  peril.  Revelation  is  addressed  to  us  as 
rational  beings.  We  may  wish,  in  our  sloth,  that  God 
had  given  us  a  system,  demanding  no  labor  of  compar- 
ing, limiting  and  inferring.  But  such  a  system  would 
be  at  variance  with  the  whole  character  of  our  present  ^ 
existence;  and  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to  take  revela- 
tion, as  it  is  given  to  us,  and  to  interpret  it  by  the  help 
of  the  faculties,  which  it  everywhere  supposes,  and  on 
which  it  is  founded. 

To  the  views  now  given,  an  objection  is  commonly 
urged  from  the  character  of  God.  We  are  told,  that^ 
God  being  infinitely  wiser  than  men,  his  discoveries  will 
surpass  human  reason.  In  a  revelation  from  such  ay 
teacher,  we  ought  to  expect  propositions,  which  we  can- 
not reconcile  with  one  another,  and  which  may  seem  to 
contradict  established  truths ;  and  it  becomes  us  not  to 
question  or  explain  them  away,  but  to  believe,  and  adore, 
and  to  submit  our  weak  and  carnal  reason  to  the  divine 
word.  To  this  objection,  we  have  two  short  answer^. 
We  say,  first,  that  it  is  impossible  that  a  teacher  of  infi-' 
nite  wisdom,  should  expose  those,  whom  he  would  teach, 
to  infinite  error.  But  if  once  we  admit,  that  proposi^ 
tions,  which  in  their  literal  sense  appear  plainly  repug- 
nant to  one  another,  or  to  any  known  truth,  are  still  td 
be  literally  understood  and  received,  what  possible  limiti 
can  we  set  to  the  belief  of  contradictions  ?  What  sheM 
ter  have  we  from  the  wildest  fanaticism,  which  can  al- 
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wajs  quote  passages,  that,  in  their  literal  aod  obvious 
sense,  gire  support  to  its  extraragaoces  ?  How  can 
the  Prot^tant  escape  from  transubstantiation,  a  doc^ 
trine  most  clear!  j  taught  us,  if  the  submission  of  reason, 
now  contended  for,  be  a  duty  ?  How  can  we  even  hold 
fest  the  truth  of  revelation,  for  if  one  appsurent  contra- 
diction may  be  true,  so  may  another,  and  the  proposi- 
tion, that  Christianity  is  &lse,  though  involving  inccm- 
sistency,  may  still  be  a  verity  ? 

(       We  answer  again,  that,  if  God  be  infinitely  wise,  he 

C  cannot  sport  with  the  understandings  of  his  creatures. 
A  wise  teacher  discovers  his  wisdom  in  adapting  himself 
to  the  capacities  of  his  pupils,  not  in  perplexing  them 
with  what  is  unintelligible,  not  in  distressing  them  with 
apparent  contradictions,  not  in  filling  them  with  a  skep- 
tical distrust  of  theijr  own  powers.  An  infinitely  wise 
teacher,  who  knows  the  precise  extent  of  our  minds,  and 
the  best  method  of  enlightening  them,  will  surpass  all 
other  instructers  in  bringing  down  truth  to  our  apprehen- 
sion, and  in  showing  its  loveliness  and  harmony.  We 
ought,  indeed,  to  expect  occasional  obscurity  in  such  a 
book  as  the  Bible,  which  was  written  for  past  and  future 
ages,  as  well  as  for  the  present.  But  God's  wisdom  is 
a  pledge,  that  whatever  is  necessary  for  U5,  and  necessa- 
ry for  salvation,  is  revealed  too  plainly  to  be  mistaken, 
and  too  c^msistentiy  to  be  questioned,  by  a  sound  ami 

*  upright  mind.  It  is  not  the  mark  of  wisdom,  to  use  an 
unintelligible  phraseology,  to  communicate  what  is  above 
our  capacities,  to  confuse  and  unsettle  the  intellect  by 
appearances  of  contradiction.  We  honor  our  heavenly 
teacher  too  much  to  ascribe  to  him  such  a  revelation. 
A  revelation  is  a  gift  of  light.     It  cannot  thicken  oar 

Vjdaf kness,  and  multiply  our  perplexities. 
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II.  Having  thus  stated  the  principles  acoNrding  to 
which  we  interpret  Scripture,  I  now  proceed  to  the  sec- 
ond groat  head  of  this  discourse,  which  is,  to  state  some 
of  the  views,  which  we  derive  from  that  sacred  book, 
particularly  those  which  distinguish  us  from  other  Chris 
tians. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  we  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  | 
God's  unitt,  or  that  there  is  one  Grod,  and  one  only,  j 
To  this  truth  we  give  infinite  importance,  and  we  feei 
ourselves  bound  to  take  heed,  lest  any  man  spoil  us  6f 
it  by  vain  philosophy.  The  proposition,  that  there  is 
one  God,  seems  to  us  exceedingly  plain.  We  understand 
by  it,  that  there  is  one  being,  one  mind,  one  person,  one 
intelligent  agent,  and  one  only,  to  whom  underived  and 
infinite  perfection  and  dominion'  belong.  We  conceive, 
that  these  words  could  have  conveyed  no  other  meaning 
to  the  simple  and  uncultivated  people,  who  were  set  apart 
to  be  the  depositaries  of  this  great  truth,  and  who  were 
utterly  incapable  of  understanding  those  hair-breadth 
distinctions  between  being  and  person,  which  the  saga- 
city of  latter  ages  has  discovered.  We  find  no  intima- 
tion, that  this  language  was  to  be  takea  in  an  unusual 
sense,  or  that  God's  unity  was  a  quite  different  thing 
from  the  oneness  of  other  intelligent  beings.  ^., 

We  object  to  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  that  whilst  ' 
acknowledging  in  words,  it  subverts  in  efiect,  the  unity 
of  God.  According  to  this  doctrine,  there  are  three  in-  J 
finite  and  equal  persons,  possessing  supreme  divinity, 
called  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  Each  of  these 
persons,  as  described  by  theologians,  has  his  own  partic- 
ular consciousness,  will,  and  perceptions.  They  fove 
each  other,  converse  with  each  other,  and  delight  in 
each  other's  society.  They  perform  different  parts  m 
man's  redemption,  each  having  his  appropriate  o£^ce, 
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and  neither  doing  the  work  of  the  other.  The  Son  is 
mediator  and  not  the  Father.  The  Father  sends  the 
Son,  and  is  not  himself  sent ;  nor  is  he  conscious,  like 
the  Son,  of  taking  flesh.  Here  then,  we  have  three  in- 
telligent agents,  possessed  of  different  consciousnesses, 
difierent  wills,  and  difierent  perceptions,  performing 
diflerent  acts,  and  sustaining  difierent  relations  ;  and  if 
these  things  do  not  imply  and  constitute  three  minds 
or  beings,  we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  to  ]jLnow  how  three 
minds  or  beings  are  to  be  formed.  It  is  difference  of 
properties,  and  acts,  and  consciousness,  which  leads  us  to 
the  belief  of  difierent  intelligent  beings,  and  if  this 
mark  fails  us,  our  whole  knowledge  falls ;  we  have  no 
proof,  that  all  the  agents  and  persons  in  the  universe 
are  not  one  and  the  same  mind.  When  we  attempt  to 
conceive  of  three  Gods,  we  can  do  nothing  more,  than 
represent  to  ourselves  three  agents,  distinguished  from 
each  other  by  similar  marks  and  peculiarities  to  those, 
which  separate  the  persons  of  the  trinity ;  and  when 
common  Christians  hear  these  persons  spoken  of  as  con- 
versing with  each  other,  loving  each  other,  and  perform- 
ing difierent  acts,  \low  can  they  help  regarding  them  as 
difierent  beings,  difierent  minds  ? 

We  do  then,  with  all  earnestness,  though  without  re- 
proaching our  brethren,  protest  against  the  irrational 
and  unscriptural  doctrine  of  the  trinity.  ^  To  us,'  as 
to  the  apostle  and  the  primitive  Christians,  ^  there  is  one 
God,  even  the  Father.'  With  Jesus,  we  worship  the 
Father,  as  the  only  living  and  true  God.  We  are  aston- 
ished, that  any  man  can  read  the  New  Testament,  and 
avoid  the  conviction,  that  the  Father  alone  is  God.  We 
hear  our  Saviour  continually  appropriating  this  characr 
ter  to  the  Father.  We  find  the  Father  continually  dis- 
tinguished from  Jesus  by  this  title.     ^  God  sent  his  Son.' 
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*  God  anointed  Jesus.'  Now,  how  singular  and  inex- 
plicable is  this  phraseology,  which  fills  the  New  Testa- 
ment, if  this  title  belong  equally  to  Jesus,  and  if  a  prin- 
cipal object  of  this  book  is  to  reveal  him  as  God,  as 
partaking  equally  with  the  Father  in  supreme  aivinity ! 
We  challenge  our  opponents  to  adduce  one  passage  in 
the  New  Testament,  where  the  word  God  means  three 
persons,  where  it  is  not  limited  to  one  person,  and  where, 
unless  turned  from  its  usual  sense  by  the  connexion,  it 
does  not  mean  the  Father.  Can  stronger  proof  be 
given,  that  the  doctrine  of  three  persons  in  the  Godhead 
is  not  a  fundamental  doctrine  of  Christianity  ? 

This  doctrine,  were  it  true,  must,  from  its  diflSculty, 
singularity,  and  importance,  have  been  laid  down  with 
great  clearness,  guarded  with  great  care,  and  stated 
with  all  possible  precision.  But  where  does  this  state- 
ment appear  ?  From  the  many  passages  which  treat 
of  God,  we  ask  for  one,  one  only,  in  which  we  are  told, 
that  he  is  a  threefold  being,  or,  that  he  is  three  persons, 
or  that  he  is  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  On  the 
contrary,  in  the  New  Testament,  where,  at  least,  we 
might  expect  many  express  assertions  of  this  nature, 
God  is  declared  to  be  one,  without  the  least  attempt  to 
prevent  the  acceptation  of  the  words  in  their  common 
sense  ;  and  he  is  always  spoken  of  and  addressed  in  the 
singular  number,  that  is,  in  language  which  was  univer- 
sally understood  to  intend  a  single  person,  and  to  which 
no  other  idea  could  have  been  attached,  without  an  ex- 
press admonition.  So  entirely  do  the  Scriptures  abstain 
from  stating  the  trinity,  that  when  our  opponents  would 
insert  it  into  their  creeds  and  doxologies,  they  are  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  bible,  and  to  invent  forms  of  words 
altogether  unsanctioned  by  scriptural  phraseology.  That 
a  doctrine  so  strange,  so  liable  to  misapprehension,  so 
26 
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r^  fqi^Iamental  as  this  is  said  to  be,  and  requiring  such  care- 

^  ful  exposition,  should  be  left  so  undefined  and  unpro- 
tected, to  be  made  out  by  inference,  and  to  be  hunted 
through  distant  and  detached  parts  of  scripture,  this  is 
la  difficulty,  which,  we  think,  no  ingenuity  can  explain. 

•  We  have  another  difficulty.  Christianity,  it  must  be 
remembered,  was  planted  and  grew  up  amidst  sharp- 
sighted  enemies,  who  overlooked  no  objectionable  part 
of  the  system,  and  who  must  have  fastened  with  great 
earnestness  on  a  doctrine  involving  such  apparent  con- 
tradictions as  the  trinity.  We  cannot  conceive  an 
opinion,  against  which  the  Jews,  who  prided  themselves 
on  an  adherence  to  God's  unity,  would  have  raised  an 
equal  clamor.  Now,  how  happens  it,  that  in  the  apos- 
tolic writings,  which  relate  so  much  to  objections 
against  Christianity,  and  to  the  controversies  which 
grew  out  of  this  religion,  not  one  word  is  said,  implying 
that  objections  were  brought  against  the  gospel  from 
the  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  not  one*  word  is  uttered  in 
its  defence  and  explanation,  not  a  word  to  rescue  it  from 
reproach  and  mistake  ?  This  argument  has  almost  the 
^  force  of  demonstration.  We  are  persuaded,  that  had 
three  divine  persons  been  announced  by  the  first  preach- 
ers of  Christianity,  all  equal,  and  all  infinite,  one  of 
whom  was  the  very  Jesus,  who  had  lately  died  on  a 
cross,  this  peculiarity  of  Christianity  would  have  almost 
absorbed  every  other,  and  the  great  labor  of  the  apostles 
would  have  been  to  repel  the  continual  assaults,  which 
it  would  have  awakened.     But  the  fact  is,  that  not  a 

V  whisper  of  objection  to  Christianity,  on  that  account, 
reaches  our  ears  fron)  the  apostolic  age.  In  the  epistles 
we  see  not  a  tracje  pf  controversy  called  forth  by  the 
trinity. 
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We  have  further-  objections  to  this  doctrine,  drawn 
from  its  practical  influence.  We  regard  it  as  unfavora- 
ble to  devotion,  by  dividing  and  distracting  the  mind  in 
its  communion  vi^ith  God.  It  is  a  great  excellence  of  / 
the  doctrine  of  God's  unity,  that  it  offers  to  us  one  ob- 
ject of  supreme  homage,  adoration  and  love.  One  Infi- 
nite Father,  one  Being  of  beings,  one  original  and 
fountain,  to  whom  we  may  refer  all  good,  in  whom  all 
our  powers  and  affections  may  be  concentrated,  and 
whose  lovely  and  venerable  nature  may  pervade  all  our 
thoughts.  True  piety,  when  directed  to  an  undivided 
Deity,  has  a  chasteness,  a  singleness,  most  favorable  to 
religious  awe  and  love.  Now  the  trinity  sets  before 
us  three  distinct  objects  of  supreme  adoration ;  three 
infinite  persons,  having  equal  claims  on  our  hearts ;  three 
divine  agents,  performing  different  offices,  and  to  be 
acknowledged  and  worshipped  in  different  relations. 
And  is  it  possible,  we  ask,  that  the  weak  and  limited 
mind  of  man  can  attach  itself  to  these  with  the  same 
power  and  joy,  as  to  One  Infinite  Father,  the  only 
First  Cause,  in  whom  all  the  blessings  of  nature  and 
redemption  meet  as  their  centre  and  source  ?  Must 
not  devotion  be  distracted  by  the  equal  and  rival  claims 
of  three  equal  persons,  and  must  not  the  worship  of  the 
conscientious,  consistent  Christian  be  disturbed  by  an 
apprehension,  lest  he  withhold  from  one  or  another  of 
these,  his  due  proportion  of  homage  ? 

We  also  think,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity  injures  I 
devotion,  not  only  by  joining  to  the  Father  other  objects 
of  worship,  but  by  taking  from  the  Father  the  supreme 
affection,  which  is  his  due,  and  transferring  it  to  the  Son.^ 
This  is  a  most  important  view.  That  Jesus  Christ,  if 
exalted  into  the  infinite  Divinity,  should  be  more  inter- 
esting than  the  Father,  is  precisely  what  might  be  ex- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


304 

pected  from  history,  and  from  the  principles  of  human 
)  nature.  Men  want  an  object  of  worship  like  them- 
selves, and  the  great  secret  of  idolatry  lies  in  this  pro* 
(^  pensity.  A  God,  clothed  in  our  form,  and  feeling  our 
wants  and  sorrows,  speaks  to  our  weak  nature  more 
strongly,  than  a  Father  in  heaven,  a  pure  spirit,  invisi- 
ble, and  unapproachable,  save  by  the  reflecting  and 
purified  mind. — ^We  think  too,  that  the  peculiar  offices 
ascribed  to  Jesus  by  the  popular  theology,  make  him 
the  most  attractive  person  in  the  Godhead.  The  Fa- 
ther- is  the  depositary  of  the  justice,  the  vindicator  of 
the  rights,  the  avenger  of  the  laws  of  the  Divinity. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Son,  the  brightness  of  the  divine 
mercy,  stands  between  the  incensed  Deity  and  guilty 
humanity,  exposes  his  meek  head  to  the  storms,  and  his 
compassionate  breast  to  the  sword  of  the  divine  jiistice, 
bears  our  whole  load  of  punishment,  and  purchases  with 
his  blood  every  blessing  which  descends  from  heaven. 
Need  we  state  the  effect  of  these  representations,  espe- 
cially on  common  minds,  for  whom  Christianity  was 
chiefly  designed,  and  whom  it  seeks  to  bring  to  the  Fa- 
ther as  the  loveliest  being  ?  We  do  believe,  that  the 
worship  of  a  bleeding,  suffering  God,  tends  strongly  to 
absorb  the  mind,  and  to  draw  it  from  other  objects,  just 
as  the  human  tenderness  of  the  Virgin  Mary  has  given 
her  so  conspicuous  a  place  in  the  devotions  of  the 
C  church  of  Rome.  We  believe  too,  that  this  worship, 
though  attractive,  is  not  most  fitted  to  spiritualize  the 
mind,  that  it  awakens  human  transport,  rather  than  that 
deep  veneration  of  the  moral  perfections  of  God,  which 
(is  the  essence  of  piety. 

^  2.  Having  thus  given  our  views  of  the  unity  of  God, 
'  I  proceed  in  the  second  place  to  observe,  that  we  be- 
.    lieve  in  the  unity  of  Jesus  Christ.     We  believe  that 
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Jesus  is  one  mind,  one  soul,  one  being,  as  truly  one  as 
we  are,  and  equally  distinct  from  the  one  God.  We 
complain  of  the  doctrine  of  the  trinity,  that  not  satisfied  Hf 
with  making  God  three  beings,  it  makes  Jesus  Christ 
two  beings,  and  thus  introduces  infinite  confusion  into 
our  conceptions  of  his  character.  This  corruption  of  ^ 
Christianity,  alike  repugnant  to  common  sense,  and  to 
the  general  strain  of  scripture,  is  a  remarkable  proof  of 
the  power  of  a  false  philosophy  in  disfiguring  the  simple 
truth  of  Jesus. 

According  to  this  doctrine,  Jesus  Christ,  instead  of 
being  one  mind,  one  conscious  intelligent  principle, 
whom  we  can  understand,  consists  of  two  souls,  two 
minds  ;  the  one  divine,  the  other  human ;  the  one  weak, 
the  other  almighty;  the  one  ignorant,  the  one  omni- 
scient. Now  we  maintain,  that  this  is  to  make  Christ 
two  beings.  To  denominate  him  one  person,  one  being, 
and  yet  to  suppose  him  made  up  of  two  minds,  infinitely 
different  from  each  other,  is  to  abuse  and  confound  lan- 
guage, and  to  throw  darkness  over  all  our  conceptions 
of  intelligent  natures.  According  to  the  common  doc- 
trine, each  of  these  two  minds  in  Christ  has  its  own 
consciousness,  its  own  will,  its  own  perceptions.  They 
have  in  fact  no  common  properties.  The  divine  niind 
feels  none  of  the  wants  and  sorrows  of  the  human,  and 
the  human  is  infinitely  removed  from  the  perfection  and 
happiness  of  the  divine.  Can  you  conceive  of  two  be- 
ings in  the  universe  more  distinct  ?  We  have  always 
thought  that  one  person  was  constituted  and  distinguish- 
ed by  one  consciousness.  The  doctrine,  that  one  and 
the  same  person  should  have  two  consciousnesses,  two 
wills,  two  souls,  infinitely  different  from  each  other, 
this  we  think  an  enormous  tax  on  human  credulity. 

26* 
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\  We  say,  that  if  a  doctrine,  so  strange,  so  difficult,  so 
remote  from  all  the  previous  conceptions  of  men,  be  in- 
deed a  part  and  an  essential  part  of  revelation,  it  must 
be  taught  with  great  distinctness,  and  we  ask  our  breth- 
ren to  point  to  some  plain,  direct  passage,  where  Christ 
is  said  to  be  composed  of  two  minds  infinitely  different, 
V^yet  constituting  one  person.  We  find  none.  Other 
Christians,  indeed,  tell  us,  that  this  doctrine  is  necessary 
to  the  haf  mony  of  the  Scriptures,  that  some  texts  as- 
cribe to  Jesus  Christ  human,  and  others  divine  proper- 
ties, and  that  to  reconcile  these,  we  must  suppose  two 
minds,  to  which  these  properties  may  be  referred.  In 
other  words,  for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  certain 
difficult  passages,  which  a  just  criticism  can  in  a  great 
degree,  if  not  wholly,  explain,  we  must  invent  an 
hypothesis  vastly  more  difficult,  and  involving  gross 
absurdity.  We  are  to  find  our  way  out  of  a  labyrinth, 
by  a  clue,  which  conducts  us  into  mazes  infinitely  more 
inextricable. 

Surely  if  Jesus  Christ  felt  that  he  consisted  ^of  two 
mmds,  and  that  this  was  a  leading  feature  of  his  reli- 
gion, his  phraseology  respecting  himself  would  have  been 
colored  by  this  peculiarity.  The  universal  language  of 
men  is  framed  upon  the  idea,  that  one  person  is  one 
person,  is  one  mind,  and  one  soul ;  and  when  the  multi- 
tude heard  this  language  from  the  lips  of  Jesus,  they 
must  have  taken  it  in  its  usual  sense,  and  must  have 
referred  to  a  single  soul  all  which  he  spoke,  unless 
expressly  instructed  to  interpret  it  differently.  But 
where  do  we  find  this  instruction  ?  Where  do  you 
meet,  in  the  New  Testament,  the  phraseology  which 
abounds  in  Trinitarian  books,  and  which  necessarily 
grows  fi-om  the  doctrine  of  two  natures  in  Jesus  ? 
Where  does  this  divine  teacher  say,  *  This  I  speak  as 
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God,  and  thk  as  man ;  this  is  true  only  of  my  human 
mind,  this  only  of  my  divine  ?'  Where  do  we  find  in 
the  Epistles  a  trace  of  this  strange  phraseology  ?  No- 
where. It  was  not  needed  in  that  day.  It  was  de- 
manded by  the  errors  of  a  later  age. 

We  believe,  then,  that  Christ  is  one  mind,  one  being, 
and,  I  add,  a  being  distinct  from  the  one  God.  That 
Christ  is  not  the  one  God,  not  the  same  being  with  the 
Father,  is  a  necessary  inference  from  our  former  head, 
in  which  we  saw  that  the  doctrine  of  three  persons  in 
God  is  a  fiction.  But  on  so  important  a  subject,  I 
would  add  a  few  remarks.  We  wish,  that  those  from 
whom  we  difier,  would  weigh  one  striking  fact.  Jesus, 
in  his  preaching,  continually  spoke  of  God.  The  word 
was  always  in  his  mouth.  We  ask,  does  he,  by  this 
word,  ever  mean  himself?  We  say,  never.  On  the 
contrary,  he  most  plainly  distinguishes  between  God  and 
himself,  and  so  do  his  disciples.  How  this  is  to  be  tq^ 
conciled  with  the  idea,  that  the  manifestation  of  Christ, 
as  God,  was  a  primary  object  of  Christianity,  our  ad- 
versaries must  determine. 

If  we  examine  the  passages  in  which  Jesus  is  distin- 
guished from  God,  we  shall  see,  that  they  not  only 
speak  of  him  as  another  being,  but  seem  to  labor  to 
express  his  inferiority.  He  is  continually  spoken  of  as 
the  Son  of  God,  sent  of  God,  receiving  all  his  powers 
from  God,  working  miracles  because  God  was  with  him, 
judging  justly  because  God  taught  him,  having  claims 
on  our  belief,  because  he  was  anointed  and  sealed  by 
God,  and  as  able  of  himself  to  do  nothing.  The  New 
Testament  is  filled  with  this  language.  Now  we  ask, 
what  impression  this  language  was  fitted  and  intended 
to  make  P  Could  any,  who  heard  it,  have  imagined, 
that  J^sus  was  the  very  God,  to  whom  he  was  so  in- 
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dnstriously  declared  to  be  inferior ;  the  very  being,  by 
whom  he  was  sent,  and  from  whom  he  professed  to 
have  received  his  message  and  power  ? .  Let  it  here  be 
remembered,  that  the  human  birth,  and-  bodily  form, 
and  humble  circumstances,  and  mortal  sufferings  of  Je- 
sus, must  all  have  prepared  men  to  interpret,  in  the 
most  unqualified  manner,  the  language  in  which  his  in- 
feriority to  God  was  declared.  Why  then  was  this 
language  used  so  continually,  and  without  limitation,  if 
Jesus  were  the  Supreme  Deity,  and  if  this  truth  were 
an  essential  part  of  his  religion  ?  I  repeat  it,  the  hu- 
man condition  and  sufferings  of  Christ,  tended  strongly 
to  exclude  from  men's  minds  the  idea  of  his  proper  God- 
head ;  and  of  course,  we  should  expect  to  find  in  the 
New  Testament  perpetual  care  and  effort  to  counteract 
this  tendency,  to  hold  him  forth  as  the  same  being  with 
his  Father,  if  this  doctrine  were,  as  is  pretended,  the 
soul  and  centre  of  his  religion.  We  should  expect  to 
find  the  phrasedogy  of  scripture  cast  into  the  mould  of 
this  doctrine,  to  hear  familial  ly  of  God  the  Son,  of  our 
Lord  God  Jesus,  and  to  be  told,  that  tons  there  is  one 
God,  even  Jesus.  But  instead  of  this,  the  inferiority  of 
Christ  pervades  the  New  Testament.  It  is  not  only 
implied  in  the  general  phraseology,  but  repeatedly  and 
decidedly  expressed,  and  unaccompanied  with  any  ad- 
^^.jmionition  to  prevent  its  application  to  his  whole  nature. 
Could  it  then  have  been  the  great  design  of  the  sacred 
writers,  to  exhibit  Jesus  as  the  Supreme  God  P 

I  am  aware  that  these  remarks  wiU  be  met  by  two  or 
three  texts,  in  which  Christ  is  called  God,  and  by  a 
class  of  passages,  not  very  numerous,  in  whicfa  divine 
properties  are  sa  I  to  be  ascribed  to  him.  To  these  we 
offer  one  plain  r  .iswer.  We  say  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  established  and  obvious  principles  of  criticisfiif  that 
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language  is  to  be  explained  according  to  the  known  pro- 
perties of  the  subject  to  which  it  is  applied.  Every  man 
knows,  that  the  same  words  convey  very  different  ideas, 
when  used  in  relation  to  different  beings.  Thus  Solo- 
mon built  the  temple  in  a  different  manner  from  the 
architect  whom  he  employed ;  and  God  repents  differ- 
ently from  man.  Now,  we  maintain,  that  the  known 
properties  and  circumstances  of  Christ,  his  birth,  suffer- 
ings, and  death,  his  constant  habit  of  speaking  of  God 
as  a  distinct  being  from  himself,  his  praying  to  God,  his 
ascribing  to  God  all  his  power*  and  offices,  these  ac- 
knowledged properties  of  Christ,  we  say,  oblige  us  to 
interpret  the  comparatively  few  passages,  which  are 
thought  to  make  him  the  Supreme  God,  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  his  distinct  and  inferior  nature.  It  is 
our  duty  to  explain  such  texts,  by  the  rule  which  we 
apply  to  other  texts,  in  which  human  beings  are  called 
Gods,  and  are  said  to  be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature, 
to  know  and  possess  all  things,  and  to  be  filled  with  all 
God's  frdness.  These  latter  passages  we  do  not  hesitate 
to  modify,  and  restrain,  and  turn  from  the  most  obvious 
sense,  because  this  sense  is  opposed  to  the  known  pro- 
perties of  the  beings  to  whom  they  relate;  and  we 
maintain,  that  we  adhere  to  the 'same  principle,  and  use 
no  greater  latitude,  in  explaining,  as  we  do,  the  passa- 
ges which  are  thought  to  support  the  Godhead  of  Christ. 
Trinitarians  profess  to  derive  some  important  advan- 
tages from  their  mode  of  viewing  Christ.  It  fiimishes  ^ 
them,  they  tell  us,  with  an  infinite  atonement,  for  it 
shows  them  an  infinite  being,  suffering  for  their  sins. 
The  confidence  with  which  this  fallacy  is  repeated  as- 
tonishes us.  When  pressed  with  the  question,  whether 
they  really  believe,  that  the  infinite  and  unchangeable 
God  suffered  and  died  on  the  cross,  they  acknowledge 
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that  this  is  not  trae,  but  that  Christ's  -human  mind 
^\'  alone  sustained  the  pain^  of  death.  How  have  we  theii 
an  infinite  sufferer  ?  This  language  seems  to  us  an 
imposition  on  common  minds,  and  very  derogatory  to 
God's  justice,  as  if  this  attribute  could  be  satisfied  by  a 
sophism  and  a  fiction. 

We  are  also  told,  that  Christ  is  a  more  interesting 
object,  that  his  love  and  mercy  ate  more  felt,  when  he 
is  viewed  as  the  Supreme  God,  who  left  his  glory  to 
take  humanity  and  to  suffer  for  men«  That  Trinitarians 
are  strongly  moved  by  this  representation,  we  do  not 
mean  to  deny ;  but  we  think  their  emotions  altogethei 
founded  on  a  misapprehension  of  their  own  doctrines. 
They  talk  of  the  second  person  of  the  trinity's  leaving 
his  glory  and  his  Father's  bosom,  to  visit  and  save  the 
world.  But  this  second  person,  being  the  unchangeaUe 
and  infinite  God,  was  evidently  incapable  of  parting 
with  the  least  degree  of  his  perfection  and  felicity.  At 
the  moment  of  his  taking  flesh,  he  was  as  intimately 
present  with  his  Father  as  before,  and  equally  with  his 
Father  filled  heaven,  and  earth,  and  immensity.  This 
Trinitarians  acknowledge  ;  and  still  they  profess  to  be 
touched  and  overwhelmed  by  the  amazing  humiliation 
f^of  this  immutable  being!  But  not  only  does  their 
doctrine,  when  fully  explained,  reduce  Christ's  humilia- 
tion to  a  fictioil,  it  almost  wholly  destroys  the  impres- 
u^ions  with  which  his  cross  ought  to  be  viewed.  Accor- 
ding to  their  doctrine,  Christ  was,  comparatively,  no 
suflferer  at  allw  It  is  true,  his  human  mind  suffered ; 
but  this,  they  tell  us,  was  an  infinitely  small  part  of  Je- 
sus, bearing  no  more  proportion  to  his  whole  nature, 
than  a  single  hair  of  our  heads  to  the  whole  body,  or 
than  a  drop  to  the  ocean.  The  divine  mind  of  Christ, 
that  which  was  most  properly  hiibself,  was  infinitely 
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happy,  at  the  very  moment  of  the  suffering  of  his  human- 
ity. Whilst  hangmg  on  the  cross,  he  was  the  happiest 
being  in  the  universe,  as  happy  as  the  infinite  Father ; 
so  that  his  pains,  compared  with  his  felicity,  were  noth- 
ing. This  Trinitarians  do,  and  must  acknowledge.  It  ' 
foUows  necessarily  from  the  immutableness  of  the  tii- 
vine  nature,  which  they  ascribe  to  Christ ;  so  that  their 
system,  justly  viewed,  robs  his  death  of  interest,  weak- 
ens our  sympathy  with  his  sufferings,  and  is,  of  all 
others,  most  unfavorable  to  a  love  of  Christ,  founded  on 
a  sense  of  his  sacrifices  for  mankind.  We  esteem  our 
own  views  to  be  vastly  more  affecting.  It  is  our  belief, 
that  Christ's  humiliation  was  real  and  entire,  that  the 
whole  Saviour,  and  not  a  part  of  him,  suffered,  that  his 
crucifixion  was  a  scene  of  deep  and  unmixed  agony^ 
As  we  stand  round  his  cross,  our  minds  are  not  distract- 
ed, nor  our  sensibility  weakened,  by  contemplating  him 
as  composed  of  incongruous  and  infinitely  differing 
minds,  and  as  having  a  balance  of  infinite  felicity.  We 
recognise  in  the  dying  Jesus  but  one  mind.  This,  we 
think,  renders  his  sufferings,  and  his  patience  and,  love 
in  bearing  them,  incomparably  more  impressive  and  af- 
fecting, than  the  system  we  oppose. 

3.  Having  thus  given  our  belief  on  two  great  points, 
namely,  that  there  is  oae  God,  and  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
a  being  distinct  from,  and  inferior  to  God,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  another  point  on  which  we  lay  still  greater 
stress.  We  believe  in  the  moral  perfection  of  God.  \ 
We  consider  no  part  of  theology  so  important  as  that 
which  treats  of  God's  moral  character ;  and  we  value 
our  views  of  Christianity  chiefly,  as  they  assert  his 
amiable  and  venerable  attributes. 

It  may  be  said,  that  in  regard  to  this  subject,  all  Chris- 
tians agree,  that  all  ascribe  to  the  Supreme  Being,  infir* 
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nite  justice,  goodness,  and  holiness*  We  reply,  that  it 
is  very  possible  to  speak  of  God  magnificently,  and  to 
think  of  him  meanly ;  to  apply  to  his  person  high-sound- 
ing epithets,  and  to  his  government,  principles  which 
make  him  odious.  The  Heathens  called  Jupiter  the 
greatest  and  the  best ;  but  his  history  was  black  with 
cruelty  and  lust.  We  cannot  judge  of  men's  real  ideas 
of  God,  by  their  general  language,  for  in  all  ages,  they 
have  hoped  to  soothe  the  Deity  by  adulation.  We  must 
inquire  into  their  particular  views  of  his  purposes,  of  the 
principles  of  his  administration,  and  of  his  disposition 
towards  his  creatures. 

We  conceive  that  Christians  have  generally  leaned 
towards  a  very  injurious  view  of  the  Supreme  Being. 
They  have  too  often  felt,  as  if  he  were  raised,  by  his 
greatness  and  sovereignty,  above  the  principles  of  moral- 
Jty,  above  those  eternal  laws  of  equity  and  rectitude,  to 
r  which  all  other  beings  are  subjected.  We  believe,  that 
in  no  being  is  the  sense  of  right  so  strong,  so  omnipo- 
tent, as  in  God.  We  believe  that  his  almighty  power 
is  entirely  submitted  to  his  perceptions  of  rectitude ;  and 
this  is  the  ground  of  our  piety.  It  is  not  because  he  is 
our  Creator  merely,  but  because  he  created  us  for  good 
and  holy  purposes  ;  it  is  not  because  his  will  is  irresisti- 
ble, but  because  his  will  i^  the  perfection  of  virtue,  that 
we  pay  him  allegiance.  We  cannot  bow  before  a  being, 
however  great  and  powerful,  who  governs  tyrannically. 
We  respect  nothing  but  excellence,  whether  on  earth, 
or  in  heaven.  We  venerate  not  the  loftiness  of  God's 
throne,  but  the  equity  and  goodness  in  which  it  is  estab- 
lished. 

We  believe  that  God  is  infinitely  good,  kind,  benevo- 
lent, in  the  proper  sense  of  these  words ;  good  in  dis- 
position, as  well  as  in  act ;  good,  not  to  a  few,  but  to 
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all ;  good  to  eyery  individual,  as  well  as  to  the  general 
system. 

We  believe,  too,  that  God  is  just ;  but  we  never  for- 
get, that  his  justice  is  the  justice  of  a  good  being,  dwel- 
ling in  the  same  mind,  and  acting  in  harmony,  with 
perfect  benevolence.  By  this  attribute,  we  understand 
God's  infinite  regard  to  virtue  or  moral  worth,  express- 
ed in  a  moral  government ;  that  is,  in  giving  excellent 
and  equitable  laws,  and  in  conferring  such  rewards,  and 
inflicting  such  punishments,  as  are  best  fitted  to  secure 
their  observance.  God's  justice  has  for  its  end  the 
highest  virtue  of  the  creation,  and  it  punishes  for  this 
end  alone,  and  thus  it  coincides  with  benevolence ;  for 
virtue  and  happiness,  though  not  the  same,  are  insepa- 
rably conjoined. 

God's  justice  thus  viewed,  appears  to  us  to  be  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  his  mercy.  According  to  the  preva- 
lent systems  of  theology,  these  attributes  are  so  discor- 
dant and  jarring,  that  to  reconcile  them  is  the  hardest 
task,  and  the  most  wonderful  achievement,  of  infinite 
wisdom.  To  us  they  seem  to  be  intimate  friends,  al- 
ways at  peace,  breathing  the  same  spirit,  and  seeking 
the  same  end.  By  God's  mercy,  we  understand  not  a 
blind  instinctive  compassion,  which  forgives  without 
reflection,  and  without  regard  to  the  interests  of  virtue. 
This,  we  acknowledge,  would  be  incompatible  with 
justice,  and  also  with  enlightened  benevolence.  God's 
mercy,  as  we  understand  it,  desires  strongly  the  happi- 
ness of  the  guilty,  but  only  through  their  penitence.  It 
has  a  regard  to  character  as  truly  as  his  justice.  It  de- 
fers punishment,  and  suflers  long,  that  the  sinner  may 
return  to  his  duty,  but  leaves  the  impenitent  and  un- 
yielding, to  the  fearful  retribution  threatened  in  God's 
word. 

27 
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I  To  give  our  views  of  God,  in  one  word,  we  believe 
in  his  Parental  character.     We  ascribe  to  him,  not  only 

\  the  name,  but  the  dispositions  and  principles  of  a  father. 
We  believe  that  he  has  a  father's  concern  for  his  crea- 
tures, a  father's  desire  for  their  improvement,  a  father's 
equity  in  proportioning  his  commands  to  their  powers, 
a  father's  joy  in  their  progress,  a  father's  readiness  to 
receive  the  penitent,  and  a  father's  justice  for  the  in- 

^  corrigible.  We  look  upon  this  world  as  a  place  of 
^  education,  in  which  he  is  training  men  by  prosperity 
and  adversity,  by  aids  and  obstructions,  by  conflicts  of 
reason  and  passion,  by  motives  to  duty  and  temptations 
to  sin,  by  a  various  discipline  suited  to  free  and  moral 
beings,  for  union  with  himself,  and  for  a  sublime  and  ever 
Igrowing  virtue  in  heaven. 

Now  we  object  to  the  systems  of  religion,  which  pre- 
vail among  us,  that  they  are  adverse,  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree,  to  these  purifying,  comforting,  and  honor- 
able views  of  God,  that  they  take  from  us  our  Father  in 
heaven,  and  .substitute  for  him  a  being,  whom  we  can- 
not love  if  we  would,  and  whom  we  ought  not  to  love 
if  we  could.  We  object,  particularly  on  this  ground,  to 
that  system,  which  arrogates  to  itself  the  name  of  Or- 
thodoxy, and  which  is  now  industriously  propagated 
through  our  country.  This  system  indeed  takes  vari- 
ous shapes,  but  in  all  it  casts  dishonor  on  the  Creator. 
According  to  its  old  and  genuine  form,  it  teaches, 
that  God  brings  us  into  life  wholly  depraved,  so  that 
under  the  innocent  features  of  our  childhood,  is  hidden 
a  nature  averse  to  all  good  and  propense  to  all  evil, 
a  nature,  which  exposes  us  to  God's  displeasure  and 
wrath,  even  before  we  have  acquired  power  to  under- 
stand our  duties,  or  to  reflect  upon  our  actions.  Accor- 
ding to  a  more  modern  exposition,  it  teaches,  that  we 
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came  from  the  hands  of  our  Maker  with  such  a  constitu- 
tion and  are  placed  under  such  influences  and  circum- 
stances, as  to  render  certain  and  infallible  the  total 
depravity  of  every  human  being,  from  the  first  moment 
of  his  moral  agency ;  and  it  also  teaches,  that  the  of- 
fence of  the  child,  who  brings  into  life  this  ceaseless 
tendency  to  unmingled  crime,  exposes  him  to  the  sen- 
tence of  everlasting  damnation.  Now,  according  to  the  ^ 
plainest  principles  of  morality*  we  maintain,  that  a  nat- 
ural constitution  of  the  mind,  unfailingly  disposing  it  to 
evil  and  to  evil  alone,  would  absolve  it  from  guilt ;  that 
to  give  existence  under  this  condition  would  argue  un- 
speakable cruelty,  and  that  to  punish  the  sin  of  this 
unhappily  constituted  child  with  endless  ruin,  would  be 
a  wrong  unparalleled  by  the  most  merciless  despotism,  j 

This  system  also  teaches,  that  God  selects  from  this 
corrupt  mass  a  number  to  be  saved,  and  plucks  them, 
by  a  special  influence,  from  the  common  ruin ;  that  the 
rest  of  mankind,  though  left  without  that  special  grace 
which  their  conversion  requires,  are  commanded  to  re- 
pent under  penalty  of  aggravated  wo ;  and  that  forgive- 
ness is  promised  them  on  terms,  which  their  very  consti- 
tution infallibly  disposes  them  to  reject,  and  in  rejecting 
which  they  awfully  enhance  the  punishments  of  hell. 
These  proffers  of  forgiveness  and  exhortations  of  amend- 
ment, to  beings  born  under  a  blighting  curse,  fill  our 
minds  with  a  horror,  which  we  want  words  to  ex- 
press. 

That  this  religious  system  does  not  produce  all  the 
effects  on  character,  which  might  be  anticipated,  we 
most  joyfully  admit.  It  is  often,  very  often,  counter- 
acted by  nature,  conscience,  common  sense,  by  the  gene- 
ral strain  of  scripture,  by  the  mild  example  and  pre- 
cepts of  Christ,  and  by  the  many  positive  declarations  of 
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God's  universal  kindness,  and  perfect  equity.     But  still 
we  think  that  we  see  its  unhappy  influence.     It  tends 
r  to  discourage  the  timid,  to  give  excuses  to  the  bad,  to 
I     feed  the  vanity  of  the  fanatical,  and  to  offer  shelter  to 
\^  the  bad  feelings  of  the  malignant.     By  shocking,  as  it 
does  the  fundamental  principles  of  morality,  and  by  ex- 
hibiting a  severe  and  partial  Deity,  it  tends  strongly  to 
pervert  the  moral  faculty,  to  form  a  gloomy,  forbidding, 
and  servile  religion,  and  to  lead  men  to  substitute  censo- 
jaousness,  bitterness,  and  persecution,  for  a  tender  and 
I  impartial  charity.     We  think,   too,  that  this   system, 
which  begins  with  degrading  human  nature,  may  be 
(_  expected  to  end  in  pride ;  for  pride  grows  out  of  a  con- 
sciousness of  high  distinctions,  however  obtained,  and 
no  distinction  is  so  great  as  that,  which  is  made  between 
the  elected  and  abandoned  of  God. 

The  false  and  dishonorable  views  of  God,  which  have 
now  been  stated,  we  feel  ourselves  bound  to  resist  un- 
ceasingly. Other  errors  we  can  pass  over  with  com- 
parative indifference.  But  we  ask  our  opponents  to 
leave  to  us  a  God,  worthy  of  our  love  and  trust,  in 
whom  our  moral  sentiments  may  delight,  in  whom  our 
weaknesses  and  sorrows  may  find  refuge.  We  cling 
to  the  divine  perfections.  We  meet  them  everywhere 
in  creation,  we  read  them  in  the  scriptures,  we  see  a 
lovely  image  of  them  in  Jesus  Christ ;  and  gratitude, 
love  and  veneration  call  on  us  to  assert  them.  Re- 
proached, as  we  often  are,  by  men,  it  is  our  consolation 
and  happiness,  that  one  of  our  chief  offences  is  the  zeal 
with  which  we  vindicate  the  dishonored  goodness  and 
rectitude  of  God. 

4.  Having  thus  spoken  of  the  unity  of  God ;  of 
the  unity  of  Jesus,  and  his  inferiority  to  God ;  and  of 
the  perfections  of  the  divine  character ;  I  now  proceed 
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to  give  our  views  of  the  mediation  of  Christ  and  of  the 
purposes  of  his  mission.  With  regard  to  the  great  ob- 
ject, which  Jesus  came  to  accomplish,  there  seems  to  be 
no  possibility  of  mistake.  We  believe,  that  he  was  sent  1 
by  the  Father  to  effect  a  moral,  or  spiritual  deliverance  \ 
of  mankind ;  that  is,  to  rescue  men  from  sin  smd  its  ^ 
consequences,  and  to  bring  them  to  a  state  of  everlast- 
ing piu-ity  and  happiness.  We  believe,  too,  that  he  ac- 
complishes this  sublime  purpose  by  a  variety  of  methods ; 
by  his  instructions  respecting  God's  unity,  parental 
character,  and  moral  government,  which  are  admi- 
rably fitted  to  reclaim  the  world  from  idolatry  and  im- 
piety, to  the  knowledge,  love,  and  obedience  of  the 
Creator ;  by  his  promises  of  pardon  to  the  penitent,  and  ^ 
of  divine  assistance  to  those,  who  labor  for  progress  in 
moral  excellence ;  by  the  light  which  he  has  thrown  on 
the  path  of  duty ;  by^  his  own,  spotless  example,  in 
which  the  loveliness  and  sublimity  of  virtue  shine  forth 
to  warm  and  quicken,  as  well  as  guide  us  to  perfection  ; 
by  his  threatenings  against  incorrigible  guilt;  by  his 
glorious  discoveries  of  immortality;  by  his  sufferings  and 
death;  by  that  signal  event,  the  resurrection,  which 
powerfully  bore  witness  to  his  divine  mission,  and 
brought  down  to  men's  senses  a  future  life ;  by  his  con- 
tinual intercession,  which  obtains  for  us  spiritual  aid  and 
blessings ;  and  by  the  power  with  which  he  is  invested 
of  raising  the  dead,  judging  the  world,  and  conferring 
the  everlasting  rewards,  promised  to  the  faithful. 

We  have  no  desire  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  exists  among  us,  in  regard  to  an  inter-^^^^ 
esting  part  of  Christ's  mediation ;  I  mean,  in  regard  to  ^ 
the  precise  influence  of  his  death,  on  our  forgiveness.     '- 
Many  suppose,  that  this  event  contributes  to  our  pardon,     | 
as  it  was  a  principal  means  of  confirming  his  religion, 
27* 
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and  of  giving  it  a  power  over  the  mind ;  in  other  words, 
that  it  procures  forgiveness  by  leading  to  that  repent- 
ance and  virtue,  which  is  the  great  and  only  condition 
on  which  forgiveness  is  bestowed.  Many  of  us  are 
dissatisfied  with  this  explanation,  and  think  that  the 
Y-  scriptures  ascribe  the  remission  of  sins  to  Christ's 
death,  with  an  emphasis  so  peculiar,  that  we  ought  to 
consider  this  event  as  having  a  special  influence  in 
removing  punishment,  though  the  scriptures  may  not 

'    reveal  the  way,  in  which  it  contributes  to  this  end. 

Whilst,  however,  we  differ  in  explaining  the  connexion 
between  Christ's  death  and  human  forgiveness,  a  con- 
nexion, which  we  all  gratefully  acknowledge,  we  agree 
in  rejecting  many  sentiments,  which  prevail  in  regard  to 
his  mediation.  The  idea,  which  is  conveyed  to  com- 
mon minds  by  the  popular  system,  that  Christ's  death 
has  an  influence  in  making  God  placable  or  merciful,  in 
awakening  his  kindness  towards  men,  we  reject  with 
strong  disapprobation.  We  are  happy  to  find,  that  this 
very  dishonorable  notion  is  disowned  by  intelligent 
Christians  of  that  class  from  which  we  differ.  We 
recollect  however,  that  not  long  ago,  it  was  common  to 
hear  of  Christ,  as  having  died  to  appease  God's  wrath, 
and  to  pay  the  debt  of  sinners  to  his  inflexible  justice; 
and  we  have  a  strong  persuasion,  that  the  language 
of  popular  religious  books,  and  the  common  mode 
of  stating  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  mediation,  still 
communicate  very  degrading  views  of  God's  char- 
acter. They  give  to  multitudes  the  impression,  that 
'  the  death  of  Je^us  produces  a  change  in*  the  mind  of 
God  towards  man,  and  that  in  this  its  efficacy  chiefly 
consists.  No  error  seems  to  us  more  pernrcious.  We 
can  endure  no  shade  over  the  pure  goodness  of  God. 

^"-^e  earnestly  maintain,  that  Jesus,  instead  of  calling 
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fiwrth  in  any  way  or  degree,  the  mercy  of  the  Father^  ^ 
was  sent  by  that  mercy,  to  be  our  Saviour ;  that  he  is 
nothing  to  the  human  race,  but  what  he  is  by  God's 
'appointment ;  that  he  communicates  nothing  but  what 
God  empowers  him  to  bestow ;  that  our  Father  in  heav- 
en is  (uiginally,  essentially  and  eternally  placable,  and 
disposed  to  forgive;  and  that  his  unborrowed,  node-* 
rived,  and  unchangeable  love,  is  the  only  fountain  of 
what  flows  to  us  through  his  Son.  We  conceive,  that 
Jesus  is  dishonored,  not  glorified,  by  ascribing  to  him 
an  influence,  which  clouds  the  splendor  of  divine  be* 
nevolence. 

We  farther  agree  in  rejecting,  as  unscriptural  and  ab- 
mird,  the  explanation  given  by  the  popular  system,  of 
the  manner  in  which  Christ's  death  procures  forgiveness 
for  men.  This  system  used  to  teach  as  its  fundamen- 
tal principle,  that  man,  having  sinned  against  an  infinite  ^ 
being,  has  contracted  infinite  guilt,  and  is  consequently 
exposed  to  an  infinite  penalty.  We  believe  however, 
that  this  reasoning,  if  reasoning  it  may  be  called,  which 
overlooks  the  obvious  maxim,  that  the  guilt  of  a  being 
must  be  proportioned  to  his  nature -and  powers,  has' 
fallen  into  disuse.  Still  the  system  teaches,  that  sin, 
of  whatever  degree,  exposes  to  endless  punishment,  and 
that  the  whole  human  race,  bemg  infallibly  involved  by 
their.nature  in  sin,  owe  this  awful  penalty  to  the  justice 
of  their  Creator.  It  teaches,  that  this  penalty  cannot 
be  remitted^  in  consistency  with  the  honor  of  the  divine 
law,  unless  a  substitute  be  found  to  endure  it  or  to  suf- 
fer an  equivalent.  It  also  teaches,  that,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  no  substitute  is  adequate  to  this  work,  save 
the  infinite  God  himself;  and  accordingly,  God,  in  his 
second  person,  took  on  him  human  nature,  that  he  might 
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pay  to  his  own  justice  the  debt  of  punishment  incurred 
bj  men,  and  might  thus  reconcile  forgiveness  with  the 
claims  and  threatenings  of  his  law.  Such  is  the  preva- 
lent system.  Now,  to  us,  this  doctrine  seems  to  carry 
on  its  front,  strong  marks  of  absurdity,  and  we  maintain 
that  Christianity  ought  not  to  be  encumbered  with  it, 
unless  it  be  laid  down  in  the  New  Testament  fully  and 

r expressly.  We  ask  our  adversaries,  then,  to  point  to 
some  plain  passages  where  it  is  taught.  We  ask  for  one 
text,  in  which  we  are  told  that  God  took  human  nature, 
that  he  might  make  an  infinite  satisfaction  to  his  own 
justice ;  for  one  text,  which  tells  us,  that  human  guilt 
requires  an  infinite  substitute ;  that  Christ's  sufierings 
owe  their  eflScacy  to  their  being  borne  by  an  infinite 
being ;  or  that  his  divine  nature  gives  infinite  value  to 
I  the  sufierings  of  the  human.  Not  one  word  of  this 
^^scription  can  we  find  in  the  scriptures ;  not  a  text, 
which  even  hints  at  these  strange  doctrines.  They 
are  altogether,  we  believe,  the  fictions  of  theologians. 
Christianity  is  in  no  degree  responsible  for  them.  We 
are  astonished  at  their  prevalence.  What  can  be  plain- 
er, than  that  God  cannot,  in  any  sense,  be  a  sufferer,  or 
[  beai  a  penalty  in  the  room  of  his  creatures  ?  How  dis- 
honorable to  him  is  the  supposition,  that  his  justice  is 
now  so  severe,  as  to  exact  infinite  punishment  for  the 
sins  of  frail  and  feeble  men,  and  now  so  easy  and  yield- 
ing, as  to  accept  the  limited  pains  of  Christ's  human 
soul,  as  a  full  equivalent  for  the  endless  woes  due  from 
/  the  world  ?  How  plain  is  it  also,  according  to  this 
doctrine,  that  God,  instead  of  being  plenteous  in  for- 
giveness, never  forgives ;  for  it  seems  absurd  to  speak 
of  men  as  forgiven,  when  their  whole  punishment,  or  an 
equivalent  to  it,  is  borne  by  a  substitute  ?     A  scheme 
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more  fitted  to  obscure  the  brightness  of  Christianity  and 
the  mercy  of  God,  or  less  suited  to  give  comfort  to  a 
guilty  and  troubled  mind,  could  not,  we  think,  be  easily 
framed. 

We  believe  too,  that  this  system  is  unfavorable  to  the 
character.  It  naturally  leads  men  to  think,  that  Christ  I 
came  to  change  God's  mind,  rather  than  their  own ;  that 
the  highest  object  of  his  mission,  was  to  avert  punish- 
ment, rather  than  to  communicate  holiness ;  and  that  a 
large  part  of  religion  consists  in  disparaging  good  works 
and  human  virtue,  for  the  purpose  of  magnifying  the 
value  of  Christ's  vicarious  sufferings.  In  this  way^ 
a  sense  of  the  infinite  importance  and  indispensable 
necessity  of  persons^  improvement  is  weakened,  and 
high  sounding  praises  of  Christ's  cross  seem  often  to  be 
substituted  for  obedience  to  his  precepts.  For  our- 
selves, we  have  not  so  learned  Jesus.  Whilst  wel 
gratefully  acknowledge,  that  he  came  to  rescue  us  from 
punishment,  we  believe,  that  he  was  sent  on  a  still  no- 
bler errand,  namely,  to  deliver  us  from  sin  itself,  and  to 
form  us  to  a  sublime  and  heavenly  virtue.  We  regard^ 
him  as  a  Saviour,  chiefly  as  he  is  the  light,  physician, 
and  guide  of  the  dark,  diseased,  and  wandering  mind. 
No  influence  in  the  universe  seems  to  us  so  glorious, 
as  that  over  the  character ;  and  no  redemption  so  worthy 
of  thankfulness,  as  the  restoration  of  the  soul  to  purity. 
Without  this,  pardon,  were  it  possible,  would  be  of  little 
value.  Why  pluck  the  sinner  from  hell,  if  a  hell  be  left 
to  burn  in  his  own  breast  ?  Why  raise  him  to  heaven, 
if  he  remain  a  stranger  to  its  sanctity  and  love  ?  With 
these  impressions,  we  are  accustomed  to  value  the 
gospel  chiefly,  as  it  abounds  in  efleclual  aids,  motives, 
excitements  to  a  generous  and  divine  virtue.  In  this 
virtue,  as  in  a  common  centre,  we  see  all  its  doctrines, 
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precepts,  promises  meet ;  and  we  believe,  that  faith  in 
this  religion  is  of  no  worth,  and  contributes  nothing  to 
ssdvation,  any  farther  than  as  it  uses  these  doctrines, 
precepts,  promises,  and  the  whole  life,  character,  suffer- 
ings, and  triumphs  of  Jesus,  as  the  means  of  purifying 
the  mind,  of  changing  it  into  the  likeness  of  his  celes- 
tial excellence. 

^  6.  Having  thus  stated  our  views  of  the  highest  ob- 
ject df  Christ's  mission,  that  it  is  the  recovery  of  men 
to  virtue,  or  holiness,  I  shall  now,  in  the  last  place,  give 

^  our  views  of  the  nature  of  christian  virtue,  or  true  holi- 
ness.    We  believe  that  all  virtue  has  its  foundation  in 
'  the  moral  nature  of  man,  that  is,  in  conscience/ or  his 
sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  power  of  forming  his  temper 
and  life  according  to  conscience.     We  believe  that  these 
moral  faculties  are  the  grounds  of  responsibility,  and  the 
highest  distinctions  of  human  nature,  and  that  no  act  is 
praiseworthy,  any  farther  than  it  springs  from  their  ex- 
;  ertion.     We  believe,  that  no  dispositions  infused  into 
1  us  without  our  own  moral  activity,  are  of  the  nature  of 
!  virtue,  and  therefore,  we  reject  the  doctrine  of  irresisti-  ^ 

^  ble  divine  influence  on  the  human  mind,  moulding  it 

(into  goodness,  as  marble  is  hewn  into  a  statue.  Such 
goodness,  if  this  word  may  be  used,  would  not  be  the 
object  of  moral  approbation,  any  more  than  the  instinc- 
tive affections  of  inferior  animals,  or  the  constitutional 
amiableness  of  human  beings. 

By  these  remarks,  we  do  not  mean  to  deny  the  im- 
portance of  God's  aid  or  Spirit ;  but  by  his  Spirit,  we 
mean  a  moral,  illuminating,  and  persuasive  influence, 
not  physical,  not  compulsory,  not  involving  a  necessity 
of  virtue.  We  object,  strongly,  to  the  idea  of  many 
Christians  respecting  man's  impotence  and  God's  irre- 
sistible agency  on  the  heart,  believing  that  they  subvert 
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• 

our  responsibility  and  the  laws  of  our  moral  nature,  that 
they  make  men  machines,  that  they  cast  on  God  the 
blame  of  all  evil  deeds,  that  they  discourage  good 
minds,  and  inflate  the  fanatical  with  wild  conceits  of 
immediate  and  sensible  inspiration.  ^,^^ 

Among  the  virtues,  we  give  the  first  place  to  the  love  I 
of  God.  We  believe,  that  this  principle  is  the  true  end 
and  happiness  of  our  being,  that  we  were  made  for 
union  with  our  Creator,  that  his  infinite  perfection  is 
the  only  sufficient  object  and  true  resting  place  for  the 
insatiable  desires  and  unlimited  capacities  of  the  human 
mind,  and  that  without  him,  our  noblest  sentiments, 
admiration,  veneration,  hope,  and  love,  would  wither 
and  decay.  We  believe  too,  that  the  love  of  God  is 
not  only  essential  to  happiness,  but  to  the  strength  and 
perfection  of  all  the  virtues ;  that  conscience,  without^* 
the  sanction  of  God's  authority  and  retributive  justice, 
would  be  a  weak  director ;  that  benevolence,  unless 
nourished  by  communion  with  his  goodness,  and  en- 
couraged by  his  smile,  could  not  thrive  amidst  the  self- 
ishness and  thanklessness  of  the  world  ;  and  that 
self-government,  without  a  s^nse  of  the  divine  inspec- 
tion, would  hardly  extend  beyond  an  outward  and  partial 
purity.  God,  as  he  is  essentially  goodness,  holiness, 
justice,  and  virtue,  so  he  is  the  life,  motive  and  sustain- 
er  of  virtue  in  the  human  soul. 

But  whilst  we  earnestly  inculcate  the  love  of  God, 
we  believe  that  great  care  is  necessary  to  distinguish  it  i 
from  counterfeits.     We  think  that  much,  which  is  call- 
ed piety,  is  worthless.     Many  have  fallen  into  the  error, 
that  there  can  be  no  excess  in  feelings,  which  have  Godx 
for  their  object ;  and,  distrusting  as  coldness  that  self- . 
possession,  without  which  virtue  and  devotion  lose  all 
their  dignity,  they  have  abandoned  themselves  to  ex- 
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travaganeesy  which  have  brought  contempt  on  piety. 
Most  certainly,  if  the  love  of  God  be  that,  which  often 
bears  its  name,  the  less  we  have  of  it,  the  better.  If 
religion  be  the  shipwreck  of  understanding,  we  cannot 
keep  too  far  from  it.     On  this  subject,  we  always  speak 

r^plainly.  We  cannot  sacrifice  our  reason  to  the  repu- 
latioa  of  zeal.  We  owe  it  to  truth  and  religion,  to 
maintain,  that  fanaticism,  partial  insanity,  sudden  im- 
pressioBS,   and  ungovernable  transports,  are.  anything, 

(rather  than  piety. 

We  conceive,  tbat  the  true  love  of  God  is  a 'moral 
sentkoent,  founded  on  a  clear  perception,  and  consist* 
1^  in  a  high  esteem  and  veneration,  of  his  moral  per- 
fections. Thus,  it  perfectly  coincides,  and  is  in  fact 
I  the  same  thing,  with  the  love  of  virtue,  rectitude,  and 
I  goodness.  You  will  easily  judge  then,  what  we  esteem 
the  surest  and  only  decisive  signs  of  piety.     We  lay  no 

"  stress  on  strong  excitements.  We  esteem  him,  and 
him  only  a  pious  man,  who  practically  conforms  to 
God's  mora)  perfections  and  government;  who  shows 
his  delight  in  God's  benevolence,  by  Ipving  and  serving 
his  neighbour ;  his  delight  in  Crod's  justice,  by  being 
resolutely  upright ;  his  sense  of  God's  purity,  by  regu- 
lating his  thoughts,  imagination,  and  desires  ,^  and  whose 
conversation,  business,  and  domestic  life  are  swayed 
by  a  regard  to  God's  presence  and  authority.  In  all 
things  else  men  may  deceive  themselves.  Disordered 
nerves  may  give  them  strange  sights,  and  sounds,  and 
impressions.  Texts  of  scripture  may  come  to  them  as 
from  Heaven.  Their  whole  souls  may  be  moved,  and 
their  confidence  in  God's  favor  be  undoubting.  But  in 
all  this  there  is  no  religion.  The  question  is,  do  they 
love  God's  commands,  in  whirh  his  character  is  fully 
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expressed,  and  give  up  to  these  their  habits  and  passions? 
Without  this,  ecstasy  is  a  mockery.  One  surrender  of 
desire  to  God's  will,  is  worth  a  thousand  transports. 
We  do  not  judge  of  the  bent  of  men's  minds  by  their 
raptures,  any  more  than  we  judge  of  the  natural  direc- 
tion of  a  tree,  during  a  storm.  We  rather  suspect  loud 
profession,  for  we  have  observed,  that  deep  feeling  is 
generally  noiseless,  and  least  seeks  display. 

We  would  not,  by  these  remarks,  be  understood  as  \ 
wishing  to  exclude  from  religion  warmth,  and  even 
transport.  We  honor,  and  highly  value  true  religious 
sensibility.  We  believe,  that  Christianity  is  intended  _j 
to  act  powerfully  on  our  whole  nature,  on  the  heart,  as 
well  as  the  understanding  and  the  conscience.  We 
conceive  of  heaven  as  a  state,  where  the  love  of  God 
will  be  exalted  into  an  unbounded  fervor  and  joy  ;  and 
we  desire,  in  our  pilgrimage  here,  to  drink  into  the 
spirit  of  that  better  world.  But  we  think,  that  re-1 
ligious  warmth  is  only  to  be  valued,  when  it  springs 
naturally  from  an  improved  character,  when  it  comes 
unforced,  when  it  is  the  recompense  of  obedience,  when 
it  is  the  warmth  of  a  mind  which  understands  God  by 
being  like  him,  and  when,  instead  of  disordering,  it 
exalts  the  understanding,  invigorates  conscience,  gives 
a  pleasure  to  common  duties,  and  is  seen  to  exist  in 
connexion  with  cheerfulness,  judiciousness,  and  a  rea- 
sonable frame  of  mind.  When  we  observe  a  fervor,^ 
called  religious,  in  men  whose  general  character  ex- 
presses little  refinement  and  elevation,  and  whose  piety 
seems  at  war  with  reason,  we  pay  it  little  respect.  We 
honor  religion  loo  much  to  give  its  sacred  name  to  a 
feverish,  forced,  fluctuating  zeal,  which  has  little  power 
over  the  life. 

28 
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I        Another  important  branch  of  virtue,  we  believe  to  be 

V^ve  to  Christ.  The  greatness  of  the  work  of  Jesus, 
the  spirit  with  which  he  executed  it,  and  the  sufferings 
which  he  bore  for  our  salvation,  we  feel  to  be  strong 
claims  on  our  gratitude  and  veneration.  We  see  in  na- 
ture no  beauty  to  be  compared  with  the  loveliness  of 
his  character,  nor  do  we  find  on  earth  a  benefactor,  to 
whom  we  owe  an  equal  debt.  We  read  his  history 
with  delight,  and  learn  from  it  the  perfection  of  our  na- 
pture.  We  are  particularly  touched  by  his  death,  which 
was  endured  for  our  redemption,  and  by  that  strength 
of  charity,  which  triumphed  over  his  pains.  His  resur- 
rection is  the  foundation  of  our  hope  of  immortality. 
His  intercession  gives  us  boldness  to  draw  nigh  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  we  look  up  to  heaven  with  new  de- 
sire, when  we  think,  that  if  we  follow  him  here,  we 
shall  there  see  his  benignant  countenance  and  enjoy  his 
l^endship  forever. 
^  ^  I  need  not  express  to  you  our  views  on  the  subject 
of  the  benevolent  virtues.  We  attach  siich  importance 
to  these,  that  we  are  sometimes  reproached  with  exalt- 
ing them  above  piety.  We  regard  the  spirit  of  love, 
charity,  meekness,  forgiveness,  liberality,  and  benefi- 
cence, as  the  badge  and  distinction  of  Christians,  as  the 
brightest  image  we  can  bear  of  God,  as  the  best*  proof 
of  piety.  On  this  subject,  I  need  not,  and  cannot  en- 
large ;  but  there  is  one  branch  of  benevolence,  which  I 
ought  not  to  pass  over  in  silence,  because  we  think  that 
we  conceive  of  it  more  highly  and  justly,  than  many  of 

r  our  brethren.     I  refer  to  the  duty  of  candor,  charitable  - 
judgment,  especially  towards  those  who  differ  in  reli- 

(^  gious  opinion.     We  think,  that  in  nothing  have  Chris- 
tians so  widely  departed  from  their  religion,  as  in  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


327 

particular.  We  read  with  astonishment  and  horror,  the 
history  of  the  church ;  and  sometimes  when  we  look 
back  on  the  fires  of  persecution,  and  on  the  zeal  of 
Christians,  in  building  \ip  walls  of  separation,  and  in 
giving  up  one  another  to  perdition,  we  feel  as  if  we 
were  reading  the  records  of  an  infernal,  rather  than  a 
heavenly  kingdom.  An  enemy  to  every  religion,  if  ask- 
ed to  describe  a  Christian,  would,  with  some  show  of 
reason,  depict  him  as  an  idolater  of  his  own  distinguish- 
ing opinions,  covered  with  badges  of  party,  shutting  his 
eyes  on  the  virtues  and  his  ears  on  the  arguments  of 
his  opponents,  arrogating  all  excellence  to  his  own  sect 
and  all  saving  power  to  his  own  creed,  sheltering  under 
the  name  of  pious  zesd  the  love  of  domination,  the  con- 
ceit of  infallibility,  and  the  spirit  of  intolerance,  and 
trampling  on  men's  rights  under  the  jwetence  of  saving 
their  souls. 

We  can  hardly  conceive  of  a  plainer  obligation  on  be-^H 
ings  of  our  frail  and  fallible  nature,  who  are  mstructed 
in  the  duty  of  candid  judgment,  than  to  abstain  from 
condemning  men  of  apparent  conscientiousness  and  sin- 
cerity, who  are  chargeable  with  no  crime  but  that  of 
differing  from  us  in  the  interpretation  of  the  scriptures, 
and  differing  too,  on  topics  of  great  and  acknowledged 
obscurity.  We  are  astonished  at  the  hardihood  of  those,  ^ 
who,  with  Christ's  warnings  sounding  in  their  ears,  take 
on  them  the  responsibility  of  making  creeds  for  his 
church,  and  cast  out  professors  of  virtuous  lives  for  im- 
agined errors,  for  this  guilt  of  thinking  for  themselves. 
We  know  that  zeal  for  truth,  is  the  cover  for  this  usur- 
pation of  Christ's  prerogative ;  but  we  think  that  zeal 
for  truth,  as  it  is  called,  is  very  suspicious,  except  in' 
men,  whose  capacities  and  advantages,  whose  patient  * 
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deliberation,  and  whose  improvements  in  humility, 
mildness,  and  candor,  give  them  a  right  to  hope,  that 
their  views  are  more  just  than  those  of  their  neigh- 
bours. Much  of  what  passes  for  a  zeal  for  truth,  we 
look  upon  with  little  respect,  for  it  often  appears  to 
thrive  most  luxuriantly  where  other  virtues  shoot  up 
thinly  and  feebly ;  and  we  have  no  gratitude  for  those 
reformers,  who  would  force  upon  us  a  doctrine,  which 
has  not  sweetened  their  own  tempers,  or  made  them 
better  men  than  their  neighbours. 

We  are  accustomed  to  think  much  of  the  difficulties 
attending  religious  inquiries ;  difficulties  springing  from 
the  slow  developement  of  our  minds,  from  the  power 
of  early  impressions,  from  the  state  of  society,  from  hu- 
man authority,  from  the  general  neglect  of  the  reason- 
ing powers,  from  the  want  of  just  principles  of  criticism 
and  of  important  helps  in  interpreting  scripture,  and 
from  various  other  causes.  We  find,  that  on  no  sub- 
ject have  men,  and  even  good  men,  engrafted  so  many 
strange  conceits,  wild  theories,  and  fictions  of  fancy,  as 
on  religion;  and  remembering,  as  we  do,  that  we  our- 
selves are  sharers  of  the  common  frailty,  we  dare  not 
assume  infEillibiliCy  in  the  treatment  of  our  fellow  Chris- 
tians, or  encourage  in  common  Christians,  who  have  lit- 
tle time  for  investigation,  the  habit  of  denouncing  and 
contemning  other  denominations,  perhaps  more  enlight- 
ened and  virtuous  than  their  own.  Charity,  forbearance, 
a  delight  in  the  virtues  of  different  sects,  a  backward- 
ness to  censure  and  condemn,  these  are  virtues,  which, 
however  poorly  practised  by  us,  we  admire  and  recom- 
mend, and  we  would  rather  join  ourselves  to  the  church 
in  which  they  abound,  than  to  any  other  communion, 
•  however  elated  with  the  belief  of  its  own  orthodoxy, 
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however  strict  in  guarding  its  creed,  however  burning 
with  zeal  against  imagined  error. 

I  have  thus  given  the  distinguishing  views  of  those 
Christicms  in  whose  names  I  have  spoken.  We  have 
embraced  this  system,  not  hastily  or  lightly,  but  after 
much  deliberation,  and  we  hold  it^fast,  not  merely  be- 
cause we  believe  it  to  be  true,  but  because  we  regard 
it  as  purifying  truth,  as  a  doctrine  according  to  godli- 
ness, as  able  to  *  work  mightily'  and  to  *  bring  forth 
fruit'  in  them  who  believe.  That  we  wish  to  spread 
it,  we  have  no  desire  to  conceal ;  but  we  think,  thafj 
we  wish  its  difiusion,  because  we  regard  it  as  more  ' 
friendly  to  practical  piety  and  pure  morals,  than  the 
opposite  doctrines,  because  it  gives  clearer  and  nobler 
views  of  duty,  and  stronger  motives  to  its  performance, 
because  it  recommends  religion  at  once  to  the  under- 
standing and  the  heart,  because  it  asserts  the  lovely  and 
venerable  attributes  of  God,  because  it  tends  to  .restore 
the  benevolent  spirit  of  Jesus  to  his  divided  and  afflicted 
church,  and  because  it  cuts  off  every  hope  of  God's 
favor,  except  that  which  springs  from  practical  conformi- 
ty to  the  life  and  precepts  of  Christ.  We  see  nothing 
in  our  views  to  give  offence,  save  their  purity,  and  it  is 
their  purity,  which  makes  us  seek  and  hope  their  ex- 
tension through  the  world. 

My  friend  and  brother ; — ^You  are  this  day  to  take 
upon  you  important  duties;  to  be  clothed  with  an  office, 
which  the  Son  of  God  did  not  disdain  ;  to  devote  your- 
self to  that  religion,  which  the  most  hallowed  lips  have 
preached,  ,and  the  most  precious  blood  sealed.  We 
trust  that  you  will  bring  to  this  work  a  willing  miqd,  a 
firm  purpose,  a  martyr's  spirit,  a  readiness  to  toil  and 
28* 
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suffer  for  the  truth,  a  devotion  of  your  best  powers  to 
the  interests  of  piety  and  virtue.  I  have  spoken  of  the 
doctrines,  which  you  will  probably  preach ;  but  I  do 

^ot  mean,  that  you  are  to  give  yourself  to  controversy. 
You  will  remember,  that  good  practice  is  the  end  of 
preaching,  and  wil^  labor  to  make  your  people   holy 

Ijivers,  rather  than  skilful  disputants.  Be  careful,  lest 
the  desire  of  defending  what  you  deem  truth,  and  of 
repelling  reproach  and  misrepresentation,  turn  you  aside 

rfrom  your  great  business,  which  is  to  fix  in  men's  minds 
a  living  conviction  of  the  obligatioii,  sublimity  and  hap- 
Lpiness  of  christian  virtue.  The  best  way  to  vindicate 
your  sentiments,  is  to  show,  in  your  preaching  and  life, 
their  intimate  connexion  with  christian  morals,  with  a 
high  and  delicate  sense  of  duty,  with  candor  towards 
your  opposers,  with  inflexible  integrity,  and  with  an  habi- 
tual reverence  for  God.  If  any  light  can  pierce  and  scat- 
ter the  clouds  of  prejudice,  it  is  that  of  a  pure  example. 
My  brother,  may  your  life  preach  more  loudly  than  your 
^^  lips.  Be  to  this  people  a  pattern  of  all  good  works,  and 
may  your  instructions  derive  authority  from  a  well 
grounded  belief  in  your  hearers,  that  you  speak  from 
the  heart,  that  you  preach  from  experience,  that  the 
truth  which  you  dispense  has  wrought  powerfully  in 
your  own  heart,  that  God,  and  Jesus,  and  heaven  are 
not  merely  words  on  your  lips,  but  most  affecting  reali- 
ties to  your  mind,  and  springs  of  hope  and  consolation, 
and  strength,  in  all  your  trials.  Thus  laboring,  may 
you  reap  abundantly,  and  have  a  testimony  of  your  faith- 
fulness, not  only  in  your  own  conscience,  but  in  the  es- 
teem, love,  virtues,  and  improvements  of  your  people. 

To  all  who  hear  me,  I  would  say,  with  •  the  apostle ; 
Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.     Do  not, 
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brethren,  shrink  from  the  duty  of  searching  God's  word 
for  yourselves  through  fear  of  human  censure  and  de- 
nunciation. Do  not  think  that  you  may  innocently 
follow  the  opinions,  which  prevail  around  you,  without 
investigation,  on  the  ground,  that  Christianity  is  now 
so  purified  from  errors,  as  to  need  no  laborious  research. 
There  is  much  reason  to  believe,  that  Christianity  is  at 
this  moment  dishonored  by  gross  and  cherished  corrup- 
tions. If  you  remember  the  darkness,  which  hung  over 
the  gospel  for  ages ;  if  you  consider  the  impure  union, 
which  still  subsists  in  almost  every  christian  country 
between  the  church,  and  the  state,  and  which  enlists 
men's  selfishness  and  ambition,  on  the  side  of  establish- 
ed error ;  if  you  recollect  in  what  degree  the  spirit  of 
intolerance  has  checked  free  inquiry,  not  only  before, 
but  since  the  reformation  ;  you  will  see  that  Christian- 
ity cannot  have  freed  itself  from  all  the  human  inven- 
tions, which  disfigured  it  under  the  papal  tyranny.  No. 
Much  stubble  is  yet  to  be  burnt;  much  rubbish  to  be 
removed ;  many  gaudy  decorations,  which  a  false  taste 
has  hung  around  Christianity,  must  he  swept  away ; 
and  the  earth-born  fogs,  whiih  have  long  shrouded  it, 
must  be  scattered,  before  this  divine  fabric  will  rise  be- 
fore us  in  its  native  and  awful  majesty,  in  its  harmo- 
nious proportions,  in  its  mild  and  celestial  splendors. 
This  glorious  reformation  in  the  church,  we  hope,  under 
God's  blessing,  from  the  progress  of  the  human  intel- 
lect, from  the  moral  progress  of  society,  from  the  con- 
sequent decline  of  prejudice  and  bigotry,  and,  though 
last  not  least,  from  the  subversion  of  human  authority 
in  matters  of  religion,  from  the  fall  of  those  hierarchies, 
and  other  human  institutions,  by  which  thejninds  of  in- 
dividuals are  oppressed  under  the  weight  of  numbers, 
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and  a  papal  dominion  is  perpetuated  in  the  protestant 
church.  Our  earnest  prayer  to  God  is,  that  he  will 
overturn,  and  overturn,  and  overturn  the  strong  holds 
of  spiritual  usurpation,  until  he  shall  come,  whose  right 
it  is  to  rule  the  minds  of  men ;  that  the  conspiracy  o£ 
ages  against  the  liberty  of  Christians  may  be  brought 
to  an  end ;  that  the  servile  assent,  so  long  yielded  to 
human  creeds,^  may  give  place  to  honest  and  devout  in- 
quiry into  the  scriptures;  and  that  Christianity,  thus 
purified  from  error,  may  put  forth  its  almighty  energy, 
and  prove  itself,  by  its  ennobling  influence  on  the  mind, 
to  be  indeed  <  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.' 
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DISCOURSE 

ON  THE  EVIDENCES  OF  REVEALED  REUQION,  DELIVERED  BEFORE 
THE  UNIVERSITY  IN  CAMBRIDGE,  AT  THE  DUDLEIAN  LECTURE, 
14  MARCH,  18S1. 


JOHN  in.  t. 


«TH1  SAME  CAME  TO  JEBUB  BT  NIGHT,  AND  SAID  UNTO  HIM,  RABBI,  WE 
KNOW  THAT  THOU  ART  A  TEACHER  COME  FROM  GOD:  FOR  NO  MAN  CAN 
DO  THESE  MIRACLES  THAT  THOU  DOEST,  EXCEPT  GOD  BE  WITH  HIM.* 

The  evidences  of  revealed  religion  are  the  subject 
of  this  lecture,  a  subject  of  great  extent,  as  well  as  of 
vast  importance.  In  discussing  it,  an  immense  variety 
of  learning  has  been  employed,  and  all  the  powers  of 
the  intellect  been  called  forth.  History,  metaphysics, 
ancient  learning,  criticism,  ethical  science,  and  the  sci- 
ence of  human  nature,  have  been  summoned' to  the  con- 
troversy, and  have  brought  important  contributions  to 
the  Christian  cause.  To  condense  into  one  discourse 
what  scholars  and  great  men  have  written  on  this  point, 
is  impossible,  even  if  it  were  desirable ;  and  I  have  sta- 
ted the  extent  of  speculation  into  which  our  subject  has 
led,  flot  because  I  propose  to  give  an  abstract  of  others* 
labors,  but  because  I  wish  you  to  understand,  that  the 
topic  is  one  not  easily  despatched,  and  because  I  would 
invite  you  to  follow  me  in  a  discussion,  which  will  re- 
quire concentrated  and  continued  attention. '  A  subject 
more  worthy  of  attention,  than  the  claims  of  that  religi- 
on, which  was  impressed  on  our  childhood,  and  which  is 
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acknowledged  to  be  the  only  firm  foundation  of  the 
hope  of  immortality,  cannot  be  presented;  and  our 
minds  must  want  the  ordinary  seriousness  of  human 
nature,  if  it  cannot  arrest  us. 

That  Christianity  has  been  opposed,  is  a  fact,  implied 
in  the  establishment  of  this  lecture.  That  it  has  had 
adversaries  of  no  mean  intellect,  you  know.  I  propose 
in  this  discourse  to  make  some  remarks  on  what  seems 
to  me  the  great  objection  to  Christianity,  on  the  general 
principle  on  which  its  evidences  rest,  and  on  some  of  its 
particular  evidences. 

The  great  objection  to  Christianity,  the  only  one 
which  has  much  influence  at  the  present  day,  meets  us 
at  the  very  threshold.  We  cannot,  if  we  would,  evade 
it,  for  it  is  founded  on  a  primary  and  essential  attribute 
of  this  religion.  The  objection  is  oftener  felt  than  ex- 
pressecly  and  ^imounts  to  this, — that  miracles  are  incredi- 
ble, and  that  the  supernatural  character  of  an  alleged 
fact  is  proof  enough  of  its  falsehood.  So  strong  is  this 
propensity  to  doubt  of  departures  from  the  order  of 
nature,  that*  there  are  sincere  Christians,  who  incline  to 
rest  their  religion  wholly  on  its  internal  evidence,  and 
to  overlook  the  outward  extraordinary  interposition  of 
God,  by  which  it  was  at  first  established.  But  the  dif- 
ficulty cannot  in  this  way  be  evaded ;  for  Christianity  is 
not  only  confirmed  by  miracles,  but  is  in  itself,  in  its 
very  essence,  a  miraculous  religion.  It  is  not  a  syltem, 
which  the  human  mind  might  have  gathered,  in  the 
ordinary  exercise  of  its  powers,  from  the  ordinary 
course  of  nature.  Its  doctrines,  especially  those  which 
relate  to  its  founder,  claim  for  it  the  distinction  of  being 
a  supernatural  provision  for  the  recovery  of  the  human 
race.     So  that  the  objection  which  I  have  stated  still 
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presses  upon  us,  and,  if  it  be  well  grounded,  it  is  fatal 
to  Christianity. 

It  is  proper  then  to  begin  tbe  discussion,  with  inquir- 
ing, whence  the  disposition  to  discredit  miracles  springs, 
and  how  far  it  is  rational.  A  preliminarj  remark  of 
some  importance  is,  that  this  disposition  is  not  a  neces- 
sary part  or  principle  of  our  mental  constitution,  like 
the  disposition  to  trace  effects  to  adequate  causes.  We 
are  indeed  so  framed,  as  to  expect  a  continuance  of 
that  order  of  nature  which  we  have  uniformly  experien- 
ced ;  but  not  so  framed  as  to  revolt  at  alleged  viola- 
tions of  that  order,  and  to  account  them  impossible  or 
absurd.  On  the  contrary,  men  at  large  discover  a 
stnmg  and  incurable  propensity  to  believe  in  miracles. 
Almost  all  histories,  until  within  the  two  last  centuries, 
reported  seriously  supernatural  facts.  Skepticism,  as 
to  miracles,  is  comparatively  a  new  thing,  if  we  except 
the  epicurean  or  atheistical  sect  among  the  ancients; 
and  so  far  from  being  founded  in  human  nature,  it  is 
resisted  by  an  almost  infinite  preponderance  of  belief 
on  the  other  side. 

Whence  then  has  this  skepticism  sprung  ?  It  may 
be  explained  by  two  principal  causes.  1.  It  is  now  an 
acknowledged  fact,  among  enlightened  men,  that  in 
past  times  and  in  our  own,  a  strong  disposition  has  ex- 
isted and  still  exists  to  admit  miracles  without  exami- 
nation. Human  credulity  is  found  to  have  devoured 
nothing  more  eagerly  than  reports  of  prodigies.  Now 
it  is  argued,  that  we  discover  here  a  principle  of  hu- 
man nature,  namely,  the  love  of  the  supernatural  and 
marvellous,  which  accounts  sufficiently  for  the  belief 
of  miracles,  wherever  we  find  it ;  and  that  it  is  conse- 
quently unnecessary  and  unphilosophical  to  seek  for  other 
causes,  and  especially  to  admit  that  most  improbatde 
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one,  the  actual  existence  of  miracles.  This  sweeping 
conclusion  is  a  specimen  6f  that  rash  habit  of  general- 
izing,  which  rather  distinguishes  our  times,  and  shows 
that  philosophical  reasonmg  has  made  fewer  advances 
than  we  are  apt  to  boast.  It  is  true,  that  there  is  a 
principle  of  credulity  as  to  prodigies  in  a  considerable 
part  of  society,  a  disposition  to  believe  without  due 
scrutiny.  But  this  principle,  like  every  other  in  our 
mature,  has  its  limits ;  acts  according  to  fixed  laws ;  is 
not  onmipotent;  cannot  make  the  eyes  see,  and  the 
ears  hear,  and  the  understanding  credit  delusions,  under 
all  imaginable  circumstances ;  but  requires  the  concur- 
rence of  various  circumstances  and  of  other  principles 
of  our  nature  in  order  to  its  operation.  For  example, 
the  belief  of  spectral  appearances  has  been  very  com- 
mon ;  but  under  what  circumstances  and  in  what  state 
of  mind  has  it  occurred  ?  Do  men  see  ghosts  in  broad 
day,  and  amidst  cheerful  society  ?  Or  in  solitary  places ; 
in  grave  yards ;  in  twilights  or  mists,  where  outward 
objects  are  so  undefined,  as  easily  to  take  a  form  from 
imagination ;  and  in  other  circumstances  favorable  to 
terror,  and  associated  with  the  delusion  in  question  ? 
The  principle  of  credulity  is  as  regular  in  its  operation, 
as  any  other  principle  of  the  mind ;  and  is  so  dependent 
on  circumstances  and  so  restrained  and  checked  by 
other  parts  of  human  nature,  that  sometimes  the  most 
obstinate  incredulity  is  found  in  that  very  class  of  peo- 
ple, whose  easy  belief  on  other  occasions  moves  our 
contempt.  It  is  well  known,  for  example,  that  the 
efficacy  of  the  vaccine  inoculation  has  been  encountered 
with  much  more  unyielding  skepticism  among  the  vul- 
gar, than  among  the  improved ;  and  in  general,  it  may 
be  affirmed,  that  the  credulity  of  the  ignorant  operates 
under  the  control  of  their  strongest  passions  and  im- 
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pressions,  and  that  no  class  of  society  yield  a  slower 
assent  to  positions,  which  manifestly  subvert  their  old 
modes  of  thinking  and  most  settled  prejudices.  It  is 
then  very  unphilosophical  to  assume  this  principle  as  an 
explanation  of  all  miracles  whatever.  I  grant  that  the 
fact,  that  accounts  of  supernatural  agency  so  generally 
prove  false,  is  a  reason  for  looking  upon  them  with  pe- 
culiar distrust.  Miracles  ought  on  this  account  to  be 
sifted  more  than  common  facts.  But  if  we  find,  that  a 
belief  in  a  series  of  supernatural  works  has  occurred 
under  circumstances  very  different  from  those,  under 
which  false  prodigies  have  been  received,  under  circum- 
stances most  unfavorable  to  the  operation  of  credulity ; 
then  this  belief  cannot  be  resolved  into  the  common 
causes,  which  have  blinded  men  in  regard  to  supernatu- 
ral agency.  We  must  look  for  other  causes,  and  if  none 
can  be  found  but  the  actual  existence  of  the  miracles, 
then  true  philosophy  binds  us  to  believe  them.  I  close 
this  head  with  observing,  that  the  propensity  of  men  to 
believe  in  what  is  strange  and  miraculous,  though  a 
presumption  against  particular  miracles,  is  not  a  pre- 
sumption against  miracles  universally,  but  rather  the  re- 
verse ;  for  great  principles  of  human  nature  have  gene- 
rally a'  foundation  in  truth,  and  one  explanation  of  this 
propensity  so  common  to  mankind  is  obviously  this, 
that  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  human  race,  miraculous 
interpositions,  suited  to  man's  infant  state,  were  not 
uncommon,  and,  being  the  most  striking  facts  of  human 
history,  they  spread  through  all  future  times  a  belief 
and  expectation  of  miracles. 

I  proceed  now  to  the  second  cause  of  the  skepticism 

in  regard  to  supernatural  agency,  which  has  grown  up, 

especially  among  the   more  improved,  in  later  times. 

These  later  times  are  distinguished,  as  you  well  know, 
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by  successful  researches  into  nature ;  and  the  discove- 
ries of  science  have  continually  added  strength  to  that 
great  principle,  that  the  phenomena  of  the  universe  are 
regulated  by  general  and  permanent  laws,  or  that  the 
Author  of  the  universe  exerts  his  power  according  to  an 
established  order.  Nature,  the  more  it  is  explored,  is 
found  to  be  uniform.  We  observe  an  unbroken  suc- 
cession of  causes  and  effects.  Many  pheno^lena,  once 
denominated  irregular,  and  ascribed  to  supernatural 
agency,  are  found  to  be  connected  with  preceding  cir- 
cumstances, as  regularly  as  the  most  common  events. 
The  comet,  we  learn,  observes  the  same  attraction,  as 
the  sun  and  planets.  When  a  new  phenomenon  now 
occurs,  no  one  thinks  it  miraculous,  but  believes,  that 
when  better  understood,  it  may  be  reduced  to  laws 
already  known,  or  is  an  example  of  a  law  not  yet  inves- 
tigated. 

Now  this  increasing  acquaintance  with  the  uniformi- 
ty of  nature  begets  a  distrust  of  alleged  violations  of  it,, 
and  a  rational  distrust  too ;  for  while  many  c&uses  of 
mistake  in  regard  to  alleged  miracles  may  be  assigned, 
there  is  but  one  adequate  cause  of  real  miracles,  that  is, 
the  power  of  God ;  and  the  regularity  of  nature  forms 
a  strong  presumption  against  the  miraculous  exertion 
of  this  power,  except  in  extraordinary  circumstances, 
and  for  extraordinary  purposes,  to  which  the  established 
laws  of  the  creation  are  not  competent.  But  the  ob- 
servation of  the  uniformity  of  nature  produces  in  multi- 
tudes, not  merely  this  rational  distrust  of  alleged  viola- 
tions of  it,  but  a  secret  feeling,  as  if  such  violations  were 
impossible.  That  attention  to  the  powers  of  nature, 
which  is  implied  in  scientific  research,  tends  to  weaken 
the  practical  conviction  of  a  higher  power ;  and  the  laws 
of  the  creation,  instead  of  being  regarded  as  the  modes 
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of  divine  operation,  come  insensibly  to  be  considered  as 
fetters  on  his  agency,  as  too  sacred  to  be  suspended 
even  by  their  Author.  This  secret  feeling,  essentially 
atheistical,  and  at  war  with  all  sound  philosophy,  is  the 
chief  foundation  of  that  skepticism,  which  prevails  in 
regard  to  miraculous  agency,  and  deserves  our  partic- 
ular consideration. 

To  a  man,  whose  belief  m  God  is  strong  and  practi- 
cal, a  miracle  will  appear  as  possible  as  any  other  effect, 
as  the  most  common  event  in  life ;  and  the  argument 
against  miracles,  drawn  from  the  uniformity  of  nature, 
will  weigh  with  him,  only  as  far  as  this  uniformity  is  a 
pledge  and  proof  of  the  Creator's  disposition  to  accom- 
plish his  purposes  by  a  fixed  order  or  mode  of  operation. 
Now  it  is  ireely  granted,  that  the  Creator's  regard  or* 
attachment  to  such  an  order  may  be  inferred  from  the 
steadiness  with  which  he  observes  it ;  and  a  strong  pre- 
sumption lies  against  any  violation  of  it  on  slight  occa- 
sions, or  for  purposes  to  which  the  established  laws  of 
nature  are  adequate.  But  this  is  the  utmost,  which 
the  order  of  nature  authorises  us  to  infer  respecting  its 
Author.  It  forms  no  presumption  against  miracles  uni- 
versally, in  all  imaginable  cases ;  but  may  even  furnish 
a  presumption  in  their  favor. 

We  are  never  to  forget,  that  God's  adherence  to  the 
order  of  the  universe  is  not  necessary  and  mechanical, 
but  intelligent  and  voluntary.  He  adheres  to  it  not 
for  its  own  sake,  or  because  it  has  a  sacredness  which 
compels  him  to  respect  it,^  but  because  it  is  most  suited 
to  accomplish  his  purposes.  It  is  a  means  and  not  an 
end ;  and  like  all  other  means  must  give  way,  when  the 
end  can  best  be  promoted  without  it.  It  is  the  mark  of 
a  weak  mind,  to  make  an  idol  of  order  and  method ;  to 
cling  to  established  forms  of  business,  when  they  clog  in- 
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stead  of  advancing  it.  If  then  the  great  purposes  of  the 
universe  can  best  be  accomplished  by  departing  from  its 
established  laws,  these  laws  will  undoubtedly  be  sus* 
pended ;  and  though  broken  in  the  letter,  they  will  be 
observed  in  their  spirit,  for  the  ends,  for  which  they  were 
first  instituted,  will  be  s^lvanced  by  their  violation. 
Now  the  question  arises,  for  what  purposes  were  nature 
and  its  order  appointed  ;  and  there  is  no  presumption  in 
saying,  that  the  highest  of  these  is  the  improvement  of 
intelligent  beings.  Mind,  (by  which  we  mean  both  mor- 
al and  intellectual  powers,)  is  God's  first  end.  The 
great  purpose,  for  which  an  order  of  nature  is  fixed,  is 
plainly  the  formation  of  Mind.  In  a  creation  without 
order,  where  events  would  follow  without  any  regular 
succession,  it  is  obvious,  that  Mind  must  be  kept  in  per- 
petual infancy ;  for  in  such  a  universe,  there  could  be  no 
reasoning  firom  effects  to  causes,  no  induction  to  establish 
general  truths,  no  adaptation  of  means  to  ends ;  that  is, 
no  science  relating  to  God,  or  matter,  or  mind ;  no  ac- 
tion ;  no  virtue.  The  great  purpose  of  God  then,  I  re- 
peat it,  in  establishing  the  order  of  nature,  is  to  form 
and  advance  the  mind ;  and  if  the  case  should  occur, 
in  which  the  interests  of  the  mind  could  best  be  advan- 
ced by  departing  from  this  order  or  by  miraculous  agen- 
cy, then  the  great  purpose  of  the  creation,  the  great 
end  of  its  laws  and  regularity,  would  demand  such  de- 
parture ;  and  miracles,  instead  of  warring  against,  would 
concur  with  nature. 

Now  we  Christians  maintain,  that  such  a  case  has  ex- 
isted. We  affirm,  that  when  Jesus  Christ  came  into 
the  world,  nature  had  failed  to  communicate  instructions 
to  men,  in  which,  as  intelligent  beings,  they  had  the 
deepest  concern,  and  on  which  the  full  developement 
of  their  highest  faculties  essentially  depended  ;  and  we 
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affirm,  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  relief  from  nature , 
so  that  an  exigence  had  occurred,  in  which  additional 
communications,  supernatural  lights,  might  rationally' 
be  expected  from  the  Father  of  spirits.  Let  me  state 
two  particulars  out  of  many,  in  which  men  needed  in- 
tellectual aids,  not  given  by  nature.  I  refer  to  the  doc- 
trine of  one  God  and  Father,  on  which  all  piety  rests ; 
and  to  the  doctrine  of  Immortality,  which  is  the  great 
spring  of  virtuous  effort.  Had  I  time  to  enlarge  on  the 
history  of  that  period,  I  might  show  you  under  what 
heaps  of  rubbish  and  superstition  these  doctrines  were 
buried.  But  I  should  repeat  only  what  you  know  fa- 
miliarly. The  works  of  ancient  genius,  which  form 
your  studies,  carry  on  their  front  the  brand  of  polythe** 
ism,  and  of  debasing  error  on  subjects  of  the  first  and 
deepest  concern.  It  is  more  important  to  observe,  that 
the  very  uniformity  of  nature  had  some  pendency  to  ob- 
scure the  doctrines  which  I  have  named,  or  at  least  to 
impair  their  practical  power,  so  that  a  departure  from 
this  uniformity  was  needed  to  fasten  them  on  men's 
minds. 

That  a  fixed  order  of  nature,  though  a  proof  of  the 
One  God  to  reflecting  and  enlarged  understandings, 
has  yet  a  tendency  to  hide  him  firom  men  in  general, 
will  appear,  if  we  consider  first,  that,  as  the  human 
mind  is  constituted,  what  is  regular  and  of  constant  oc- 
currence, excites  it  feebly ;  and  benefits,  flowing  to  it 
through  fixed,  unchanging  laws,  seem  to  come  by  a  kind 
of  necessity,  and  are  apt  to  be  traced  up  to  natural  caus- 
es alone.  Accordingly  religious  convictions  and  feelings, 
even  in  the  present  advanced  condition  of  society,  are  ex- 
cited, not  so  much  by  the  ordinary  course  of  God's  provi- 
dence, as  by  sudden,  unexpected  events,  which  rouse  and 
startle  the  mind,  and  speak  of  a  power  higher  than  na- 
29* 
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tore. — There  is  another  way,  in  which  a  fixed  order  of 
nature  seems  unfavorable  to  just  impressions  respecting 
its  Author.  It  discovers  to  us  in  tlie  Creator  a  regard 
to  general  good,  rather  than  an  affection  to  individuals. 
The  laws  of  nature,  operating,  as  they  do,  with  an  inflex- 
ible steadiness,  never  •  varying  to  meet  the  cases  and 
wants  of  individuals,  and  inflicting  much  private  suffer- 
ing in  their  stern  administration  for  the  general  weal, 
give  the  idea  of  a  distant,  reserved  sovereign,  much  more 
than  of  a  tender  parent ;  and  yet  this  last  view  of  God 
is  the  only  effectual  security  from  superstition  and  idola- 
try. Nature  then,  we  fear,  would  not  have  brought  back 
the  world  to  its  Creator. — And  as  to  the  doctrine  of  Im- 
mortality, the  order  of  the  natural  world  had  little  ten- 
dency to  teach  this,  at  least  .with  clearness  and  energy. 
The  natural  world  contains  no  provisions  or  arrangements 
for  reviving  the  dead.     The  sun  and  the  rain,  which 

^  cover  the  tomb  with  verdure,  send  no  vital  influences 
to  the  mouldering  body.  The  researches  of  science  de- 
tect no  secret  processes  for  restoring  the  lost  powers 
of  life.  If  man  is  to  live  again,  he  is  not  to  live  through 
any  known  laws  of  nature,  but  by  a  power  higher  than 
nature ;  and  how  then  can  we  be  assured  of  this  truth, 
but  by  a  manifestation  of  this  power,  that  is,  by  miracu- 
lous agency  confirming  a  future  life  ? 

#  /  I  have  labored  in  these  remarks  to  show,  that  the 
uniformity  of  nature  is  no  presumption  against  miracu- 
lous agency,  when  employed  in  confirmation  of  such  a 
religion  as  Christianity.  Nature,  on  the  contrary,  fur- 
nishes a  presumption  in  its  favor.  Nature  clearly  shows 
to  us  a  power  above  itself,  so  that  it  proves  miracles  to 
be  possible.  Nature  reveals  purposes  and  attributes  in 
its  Author,  with  which  Christianity  remarkably  agrees. 
Nature  too  has  deficiencies,  which  show  that  it  was  not 
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intended  by  its  Author  to  be  his  whole  method  of  in- 
structing mankind  ;  and  in  this  way  it  gives  great  confir- 
mation to  Christianity,  which  meets  its  wants,  supplies 
its  chasms,  explains  its  mysteries,  and  lightens  its  heart- 
oppressing  cares  and  sorrows. 

Before  quitting  the  general  consideration  of  miracles, 
I  ought  to  take  some  notice  of  Hume's  celebrated  argu- 
ment on  this  subject ;  not  that  it  merits  the  attention 
which  k  has  received,  but  because  it  is  specious,  and  has 
derived  weight  from  the  name  of  its  author.  The  argu- 
ment is  briefly  this, — *that  belief  is  founded  upon  and  reg- 
ulated by  experience.  Now  we  often  experience  testi- 
mony to  be  false,  but  never  witness  a  departure  from  the 
order  of  nature.  That  men  may  deceive  us  when  they 
testify  to  miracles,  is  therefore  more  accordant  with 
experience,  than  that  nature  should  be  irregular ;  and 
hence  there  is  a  balance  of  proof  against  miracles,  a 
presumption  so  strong  as  to  outweigh  the  strongest  tes-  ' 
timony.'  The  usual  replies  to  this  argument  I  have  not 
time  to  repeat.  Dr.  Campbell's  work,  which  is  accessi- 
ble to  all,  will  show  you,  that  it  rests  on  an  equivocal 
use  of  terms,  and  will  furnish  you  with  many  fine  remarks 
on  testimony  and  on  the  conditions  or  qualities  which 
give  it  validity.  I  will  only  add  a  few  remarks  which 
seem  to  me  worthy  of  attention. 

1.  This  ailment  affirms,  that  the  credibility  offsets 
or  statements  is  to  be  decided  by  their  accordance  with 
the  established  order  of  nature,  and  by  this  standard 
only.  Now  if  nature  comprehended  all  existences  and 
all  powers,  this  position  might  be  admitted.  But  if 
there  is  a  Being  higher  than  nature,  the  origin  of  all  its 
powers  and  motions,  and  whose  character  falls  under 
bur  notice  and  experience  as  truly  as  the  creation,  then 
there  is  an  additional  standard,  to  which  facts  and  state- 
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ments  are  to  be  referred :  and  works,  which  violate  na- 
ture's order,  will  still  be  credible,  if  they  agree  with  the 
known  properties  and  attributes  of  its  author ;  because 
for  such  works  we  can  assign  an  adequate  cause  and 
sufficient  reasons,  and  these  are  the  qualities  and  con- 
ditions, on  which  credibility  depends. 

2.  This  argument  of  Hume  proves  too  much,  and 
therefore  proves  nothing.  It  proves  too  much  ;  for  if  I 
am  to  reject  the  strongest  testimony  to  miracles,  because 
testimony  has  often  deceived  me,  whilst  nature's  order 
has  never  been  found  to  fail,  then  I  ought  to  reject  a 
miracle,  even  if  I  should  see  it  with  my  own  eyes,  and 
if  all  my  senses  should  attest  it ;  for  all  my  senses  have 
sometimes  given  false  reports,  whilst  nature  has  never 
gone  astray  ;  and,  therefore,  be  the  circumstances  ever  so 
decisive  or  inconsistent  with  deception,  still  I  must  not 
believe  what  I  see,  and  hear,  and  touch,  what  my  sen- 
ses, exercised  according  to  the  most  deliberate  judgment, 
declare  to  be  true.  All  this  the  argument  requires ;  and 
it  proves  too  much  ;  for  disbelief,  in  the  case  supposed, 
is  out  of  our  power,  and  is  instinctively  pronounced  ab- 
surd; and  what  is  more,  it  would  subvert  that  very 
order  of  nature  on  which  the  argument  rests ;  for  this 
order  of  nature  is  learned  only  by  the  exercise  of  my 
senses  and  judgment,  and  if  these  fail  me,  in  the  most 
unexceptionable  circumstances,  then  their  testimony  to 
nature  is  of  little  worth. 

Once  more  ;  this  argument  is  built  on  an  ignorance 
of  the  nature  of  testimony.  Testimony,  we  are  told, 
cannot  prove  a  miracle.  Now  the  truth  is,  that  testi- 
mony, of  itself  and  immediately,  proves  no  fact  what- 
ever, not  even  the  most  common.  Testimony  can  do 
nothing  more  than  show  us  the  state  of  another's  mind 
in  regard  to  a  given  fact.     It  can  only  show  us,  that  the 
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testifier  has  a  belief,  a  conviction,  that  a  certain  phe- 
nomenon or  event  has  occurred.  Here  testimony  stops ; 
and  the  reality  of  the  event  is  to  be  judged  altogether 
from  the  nature  and  degree  of  this  conviction,  and  from 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  exists.  This  convic- 
tion is  an  effect,  which  must  have  a  cause,  and  needs 
to  be  explained ;  and  if  no  cause  can  be  found  but  the 
real  occurrence  of  the  event,  then  this  occurrence  is  ad- 
mitted as  true.  Such  is  the  extent  of  testimony.  Now 
a  man,  who  affirms  a  miraculous  phenomenon  or  event, 
may  give  us  just  as  decisive  proofs,  by  his  character 
and  conduct,  of  the  strength  and  depth  ojf  his  conviction, 
as  if  he  were  affirming  a  common  occurrence.  Testi- 
mony then  does  just  as  much  in  the  case  of  miracles,  as 
of  common  events ;  that  is,  it  discloses  to  us  the  convic- 
tion of  another's  mind.  Now  this  conviction  fti  the^ 
case  of  miracles  requires  a  cause,  an  explanation,  as 
much  as  in  every  other ;  and  if  the  circumstances  be 
such,  that  it  could  not  have  sprung  up  and  been  estab- 
lished but  by  the  reality  of  the  alleged  miracle,  then 
that  great  and  fundamental  principle  of  human  belief, 
namely,  that  every  effect  must  have  a  cause,  compels/ 
us  to  admit  the  miracle. 

It  may  be  observed  of  Hume  and  of  other  philosophi- 
cal opposers  of  our  religion,  that  they  are  much  more 
inclined  to  argue  against  miracles  in  general,  than 
against  the  particular  miracles,  on  which  Christianity 
rests.  And  the  reason  is  obvious.  Miracles,  when 
considered  in  a  general,  abstract  manner,  that  is,  when 
divested  of  all  circumstances,  and  supposed  to  occur  as 
disconnected  facts,  to  stand  alone  in  history,  to  have  no 
explanations  or  reasons  in  preceding  events,  and  no  in- 
fluence on  those  which  follow,  are  indeed  open  to  great 
objection,  as  wanton  and  useless  violations  of  nature's 
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order ;  and  it  is  accordingly  against  miracles,  considered 
in  this  naked,  general  form,  that  the  arguments  of  infi- 
delity are  chiefly  urged.  But  it*  is  great  disingenuity 
to  class  under  this  head  the  miracles  of  Christianity. 
They  are  palpably  different.  They  do  not  stand  alone 
in  history ;  but  are  most  intimately  incorporated  with  it. 
They  were  demanded  by  the  state  of  the  world  which 
preceded  them,  and  they  have  left  deep  traces  on  all 
subsequent  ages.  In  fact,  the  history  of  the  whole 
civilized  world,  since  their  alleged  occurrence,  has  been 
swayed  and  colored  by  them,  and  is  wholly  inexplicable 
without  them.  Now  such  miracles  are  not  to  be  met 
and  disposed  of  by  general  reasonings,  which  apply  only 
to  insulated,  unimportant,  uninfluential  prodigies. 

I  have  thus  considered  the  objections  to' miracles  in 
generftl ;  and  I  would  close  this  head  with  observing, 
that  these  objections  will  lose  their  weight,  just  in  pro- 
portion as  we  strengthen  our  conviction  of  God's  power 
over  nature  and  of  his  paternal  interest  in  his  creatures. 
The  great  repugnance  to  the  belief  of  miraculous  agency 
is  founded  in  a  lurking  atheism,  which  ascribes  supre- 
macy to  nature,  and  which,  whilst  it  professes  to  believe 
in  God,  questions  his  tender  concern  for  the  improve- 
ment of  men.  To  a  man  who  cherishes  a  sense  of  God, 
the  great  difficulty  is,  not  to  account  for  miracles,  but 
to  account  for  their  rare  occurrence.  One  of  the  mys- 
teries of  the  universe  is  this,  that  its  Author  retires  so 
continually  behind  the  veil  of  his  works,  that  the  great 
and  good  Father  does  not  manifest  himself  more  dis- 
tinctly to  his  creatures.  There  is  something  like  cold 
ness  and  repulsiveness,  in  instructing  us  only  by  fixed, 
inflexible  laws  of  nature.  The  intercourse  of  God  with 
Adam  and  the  patriarchs  suits  our  best  conceptions  of 
the  relation  which  he  bears  to  the  human  race,  and 
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ought  not  to  surprise  us  more,  than  the  expression  of  a 
human  parent's  tenderness  and  concern  towards  his 
offspring. 

After  the  remarks  now  made  to  remove  the  objection 
to  revelation  in  general,  I  proceed  to  consider  the  evi- 
dences of  the  christian  religion  in  particular ;  and  these 
are  so  numerous,  that  should  I  attempt  to  compress 
them  into  the  short  space  which  now  remains,  I  could 
give  but  a  syllabus,  a  dry  and  uninteresting  index.  It 
will  be  more  useful  to  state  to  you,  with  some  distinct- 
ness, the  general  principle  into  which  all  christian  evi- 
dences may  be  resolved,  and  on  which  the  whole  religion 
rests,  and  then  to  illustrate  it  in  a  few  striking  particulars. 

All  the  evidences  of  Christianity  may  be  traced  to 
this  great  principle, — that  every  effect  must  have  an 
adequate  cause.  We  claim  for  our  religion  a  divine 
original,  because  no  adequate  cause  for  it  can  be  found 
in  the  powers  or  passions  of  human  nature,  or  in  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  appeared ;  because  it  can 
only  be  accounted  for  by  the  interposition  of  that  Being, 
to  whom  its  first  preachers  universally  ascribed  it,  and 
with  whose  nature  it  perfectly  agrees. 

Christianity,  by  which  we  mean  not  merely  the  doc- 
trines of  the  religion,  but  everything  relating  to  it,  its 
rise,  its  progress,  the  character  of  its  author,  the  conduct 
of  its  propagators  ;  Christianity,  in  this  broad  sense,  can 
only  be  accounted  for  in  two  ways.  It  either  sprung 
firom  the  principles  of  human  nature,  under  the  excite- 
ments, motives,  impulses  of  the  age  in  which  it  was 
first  preached  ;  or  it  had  its  origin  in  a  higher  and 
supernatural  agency.  To  which  of  these  causes  the  re- 
ligion should  be  referred,  is  not  a  question  beyond  our 
reach  ;  for  being  partakers  of  human  nature,  and  know- 
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ing  more  of  it  than  of  any  other  part  of  creation,  we 
can  judge  with  sufficient  accuracy  of  the  operation  of 
its  principles,  and  of  th^  effects  to  which  they  .are  com- 
petent. It  is  indeed  true,  that  human  powers  are^iot 
exactly  defined,  nor  can  we  state  precisely  the  bounds 
beyond  which  they  cannot  pass  ;  but  still  the  dispropor- 
tion between  human  nature  and  an  effect  ascribed  to  it 
may  be  so  vast  and  palpable,  as  to  satisfy  us  at  once, 
that  the  effect  is  inexplicable  by  human  power,  I  know 
not  precisely  what  advances  may  be  made  by  the  intel- 
lect of  an  unassisted  savage  ;  but  that  a  savage  in  the 
woods  could  not  compose  the  Principia  of  Newton  is 
about  as  plain,  as  that  he  could  not  create  the  world. 
I  know  not  the  point,  at  which  bodily  strength  must 
slop ;  but  that  a  man  cannot  carry  Atlas  or  Andes  on 
hb  shoulders  is  a  safe  position.  The  question,  there- 
fore, whether  the  principles  of  human  nature,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  was  placed  at  Christ's  birth, 
will  explain  his  religion,  is  one  to  which  we  are  com- 
petent, and  is  the  great  question  on  which  the  whole 
controversy  turns. 

Now  we  maintain,  that  a  great  variety  of  facts  be* 
longing  to  this  religion, — such  as  the  character  of  its 
Founder  ;  its  peculiar  principles  ;  the  style  and  charac- 
t^  of  its  records  ;  its  progress  ;  the  conduct,  circum- 
stances, and  sufferings  of  its  first  propagators ;  the  recep- 
tion of  it  from  the  first  on  the  ground  of  miraculous 
attestations ;  the  prophecies  which  it  fulfilled  and  which 
it  contains  ;  its  influence  on  society,  and  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  it ;  are  utterly  inexplicable  by 
human  powers  and  principles,  but  accord  with  and  are 
fully  explained  by  the  power  and  perfections  of  God. 

These  virions  particulars  I  cannot  attempt  to  unfold. 
One  or  two  may  be  illustrated  to  show  you  the  mode  of 
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applying  the  principles  which  I  have  laid  down.  I  will 
take  first  the  character  of  Jesus  Christ.  How  is  this  to 
be  explained  by  the  principles  of  human  nature  ? — We 
are  immediately  struck  with  this  peculiarity  in  the  Au- 
thor of  Christianity,  that  whilst  all  other  men  are  formed 
in  a  measure  by  the  spirit  of  the  age,  we  caii  discover  in 
Jesus  no  impression  of  the  period  in  which  he  lived. 
We  know  with  considerable  accuracy  the  state  of  soci- 
ety, the  modes  of  thinking,  the  hopes  and  expectations 
of  the  country  in  which  Jesus  was  bom  and  grew  up ; 
and  he  is  as  firee  from  them,  and  as  exalted  above  them, 
as  if  he  had  lived  in  another  world,  or,  with  every  sense 
shut  on  the  objects  around  him.  His  character  has  in 
it  nothing  local  or  temporary.  It  can  be  explained  by 
nothing  around  him.  His  history  shows  him  to  us  a 
solitary  being,  living  for  purposes  which  none  but  him- 
self comprehended,  and  enjoying  not  so  much  as  the 
sympathy  of  a  single  mind.  His  apostles,  his  chosen 
companions,  brought  to  him  the  spirit  of  the  age ;  and 
nothing  shows  its  strength  mc^e  strikingly,  than  the 
slowness  with  which  it  yielded  in  these  honest  men  to 
the  instructions  of  Jesus. 

Jesus  came  to  a  nation  expecting  a  Messiah ;  and  he 
claimed  this  character.  But  instead  of  conforming  to 
the  opinions  which  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  Messiah, 
he  resisted  them  wholly  and  without  reserve.  To  a 
people  anticipating  a  triumphant  leader,  under  whom 
vengeance  as  well  as  ambition  was  to  be  glutted  by  the 
prostration  of  their  oppressors,  he  came  as  a « spiritual 
leader,  teaching  humility  and  peace.  This  undisguised 
hostility  to  the  dearest  hopes  and  prejudices  of  his  na- 
tion ;  this  disdain  of  the  usual  compliances,  by  which  am- 
bition and  imposture  conciliate  adherents ;  this  deliberate 
exposure  of  himself  to  rejection  and  hatred,  cannot 
30 
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eeisilj  be  explained  by  the  common  principles  of  human 
nature,  and  excludes  the  possibility  of  selfish  aims  in 
the  Author  of  Christianity. 

One  striking  peculiarity  in  Jesus  is  the  extent,  the 
vastness  of  his  views.  Whilst  all  around  him  looked 
for  a  Messiah  to  liberate  God's  ancient  people,  whilst 
to  every  other  Jew,  Judea  was  the  exclusive  object  of 
pride  and  hope,  Jesus  came,  declaring  himself  to  be  the 
deliverer  and  light  of  the  world,  and  in  his  whole  teach- 
ing and  life,  you  see  a  consciousness,  which  never  for- 
sakes him,  of  a  relation  to  the  whde  human  race* 
This  idea  of  blessing  mankind,  of  spreading  a  universal 
religion,  was  the  most  magnificent  which  had  ever 
entered  man's  mind.  All  previous  religions  had  been 
given  to  particular  nations.  No  conqueror,  legislator, 
philosopher,  in  the  extravagance  of  ambition,  had  ever 
dreamed  of  subjecting  all  nations  to  a  common  faith. 

This  conception  of  a  universal  religion,  intended  alike 
for  Jew  and  Gentile,  for  all  nations  and  climes,  is  whol- 
ly inexplicable  by  the  circumstances  of  Jesus.  He  was 
a  Jew,  and  the  first  and  deepest  and  most  constant  im- 
pression on  a  Jew's  mind,  was  that  of  the  superi<n*ity, 
conferred  on  his  people  and  himself  by  the  national  re- 
ligion introduced  by  Moses.  The  wall  between  the 
Jew  and  the  Gentile  seemed  to  reach  to  heaven.  The 
abolition  of  the  peculiarity  of  Moses,  the  prostration  of 
the  temple  on  Mount  Zion,  the  erection  of  a  new  reli- 
gion, in  which  all  men  would  meet  as  brethren,  and 
which  would  be  the  common  and  equal  property  of  Jew 
and  Gentile,  these  were  of  all  ideas  the  last  to  spring 
up  in  Judea,  the  last  for  enthusiasm  or  imposture  to 
originate. 

Compare  next  these  views  of  Christ  with  his  station 
in  life.     He  was  of  humble  birth  and  education,  with 
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nothing  in  his  lot^  with  no  extensive  means,  no  rank, 
or  wealth,  or  patronage,  to  infuse  vast  thoughts  and  ex- 
travagant plans.  The  shop  of  a  carpenter,  the  village 
of  Nazareth,  were  not  spots  for  ripening  a  scheme,  more 
aspiring  and  extensive  than  had  ever  been  formed.  It 
is  a  principle  of  human  nature,  that,  except  in  case  of 
insanity,  some  proportion  is  observed  between  the  pow- 
er of  an  individual,  and  his  plans  and  hopes.  The  pur^ 
pose,  to  which  Jesus  devoted  himself,  was  as  ill  suited 
to  his  condition  as  an  attempt  to  change  the  seasons, 
or  to  make  the  sun  rise  in  the  west.  That  a  young 
man,  in  obscure  life,  belonging  to  an  oppressed  nation, 
should  seriously  think  of  subverting  the  time-hallowed 
and  deep-rooted  religions  of  the  world,  is  a  strange 
fact ;  but  with  this  purpose  we  see  the  mind  of  Jesus 
thoroughly  imbued ;  and,  sublime  as  it  is,  he  never  falls 
below  it  in  his  language  or  conduct,  but  speaks  and  acts 
with  a  consciousness  of  superiority,  with  a  dignity  and 
authority,  becoming  this  unparalleled  destination. 

In  this  connexion  I  cannot  but  add  another  striking 
circumstance  in  Jesus,  and  that  is,  the  calm  confidence 
with  which  he  always  looked  forward  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  design.  He  fully  knew  the  strength  of  the 
passions  and  powers  which  were  arrayed  against  him, 
and  was  perfectly  aware  that  his  life  was  to  be  shorten- 
ed by  violence ;  yet  not  a  word  escapes  him  implying  a 
doubt  of  the  ultimate  triumphs  of  his  religion.  One  of 
the  beauties  of  the  gospels,  and  one  of  the  proofs  of 
their  genuineness,  is  found  in  our  Saviour's  indirect  and 
obscure  allusions  to  his  approaching  sufferings,  and  to 
the  glory  which  was  to  follow;  allusions  showing  us 
the  workings  of  a  mind,  thoroughly  conscious  of  being 
appointed  to  accomplish  infinite  good  through  great 
calamity.     This  entire  and  patient  relinquishment  of 
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immediate  success,  this  ever  present  persuasion  that  he 
was  to  perish  before  his  religion  would  advance,  and 
this  calm,  unshaken  anticipation  of  distant  and  un- 
bounded triumphs,  are  •  remarkable  traits,  throwing  a 
tender  and  solemn  grandeur  over  our  Lord,  and  wholly 
inexplicable  by  human  principles,  or  by  the  circum- 
stances in  which  he  was  placed. 

The  views  hitherto  taken  of  Christ  relate  to  his  public 
character  and  office.  If  we  pass  to  what  may  be  called^ 
his  private  character,  we  shall  receive  the  same  impres- 
sion of  inexplicable  excellence.  The  most  striking 
trait  in  Jesus  was^  undoubtedly,  benevolence ;  and  al- 
though this  virtue  had  existed  before,  yet  it  had  not 
been  manifested  in  the  same  foi!m  and  extent.  Christ's 
benevolence  was  distinguished  first  by  its  expansiveness. 
At  that  age,  an  unconfined  philanthropy,  proposing  and 
toiling  to  do  good  without  distinction  of  country  or  rank, 
was  unknown.  Love  to  man  as  man,  love  comprehend- 
ing the  hated  Samaritan  and  the  despised  publican,  was 
a  feature  which  separated  Jesus  from  the  best  men  of 
his  nation  and  of  the  world.  Another  characteristic  of 
the  benevolence  of  Jesus  was  its  gentleness  and  tender- 
ness, forming  a  strong  contrast  with  the  hardness  and 
ferocity  of  the  spirit  and  manners  which  then  prevailed, 
and  with  that  sternness  and  inflexibility  which  the  pur- 
est philosophy  of  Greece  and  Rome  inculcated  as  the 
perfection  of  virtue.  But  its  most  distinguishing  trait 
was  its  superiority  to  injury.  Revenge  was  one  of  the 
recognised  rights  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  ;  and 
though  a  few  sages,  who  had  seen  its  inconsistency  with 
man's  dignity,  had  condemned  it,  yet  none  had  inculcat- 
ed the  duty  of  regarding  one's  worst  enemies  with  that 
kindness  which  God  manifests  to  sinful  men,  and  of  re- 
turning curses  with  blessings  and  prayers.     This  form 
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of  benevolence,  the  most  disinterested  and  divine  form, 
was,  as  you  well  know,  manifested  by  Jesus  Christ  in 
infinite  strength,  amidst  injuries  and  indignities  which 
cannot  be  surpassed.  Now  this  singular  eminence  of 
goodness,  this  superiority  to  the  degrading  influences 
of  the  ages,  under  whi^h  all  other  men  suffered,  needs 
to  be  explained;  and  one  thing  it  demonstrates,  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  not  an  unprincipled  deceiver,  expos- 
ing not  only  his  own  life,  but  the  lives  of  confiding 
friends,  in  an  enterprise  next  to  desperate. 

I  cannot  enlarge  on  other  traits  of  the  character  of 
Christ.  I  will  only  observe,  that  it  had  one  distinction, 
which,  more  than  anything,  forms  a  perfect  character. 
It  was  made  up  of  contrasts  ;  in  other  words,  it  was  a 
union  of  excellences  which  are  not  easily  reconciled, 
which  seem  at  first  sight  incongruous,  but  which,  when 
blended  and  duly  proportioned,  constitute  moral  harmo-' 
ny,  and  attract,  with  equal  power,  love  and  veneration. 
For  example,  we  discover  in  Jesus  Christ  an  unparalleled 
dignity  of  character,  a  consciousness  of  greatness,  never 
discovered  or  approached  by  any  other  individual  in 
history ;  and  yet  this  was  blended  with  a  condescen- 
sion, lowliness,  and  unostentatious  simplicity,  which  had 
never  before  been  thought  consistent  with  greatness.  In 
like  manner  he  united  an  utter  superiority  to  the  world, 
to  its  pleasures  and  ordinary  interests,  with  suavity  of 
manners  and  fireedom  of  austerity.  He  joined  strong 
feeling  and  self-possession ;  an  indignant  sensibility  to 
tin  and  compassion  to  the  sinner ;  an  intense  devotion 
to  his  work,  and  calmness  under  opposition  and  ill  suc- 
cess ;  a  universal  philanthropy,  and  a  susceptibility  of 
private  attachments ;  the  authority  which  became  the 
Saviour  of  the  world,  and  the  tenderness  and  gratitude 
of  a  son.  Such  was  the  author  of  our  religion.  And  is 
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his  character  to  be  explained  by  imposture  or  insane 
enthusiasm  ?  Does  it  not  bear  the  unambiguous  marks 
of  a  heavenly  origin  ? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  this  chai:^cter  never  existed. 
Then  the  invention  of  it  is  to  be  explained,  and  the  re- 
ception which  this  fiction  met  with ;  and  these  perhaps 
are  as  difficult  of  explanation  on  natural  principles,  as 
its  real  existence.  Christ's  history  bears  all  the  marks 
of  reality ;  a  more  frank,  simple,  unlabored,  unosten- 
tatious narrative  was  never  penned.  Besides,  his  cha- 
racter, if  invented,  must  have  been  an  invention  of 
singular  difficulty,  because  no  models  existed  on  which 
to  frame  it.  He  stands  alone  in  the  records  of  time. 
The  conception  of  a  being,  proposing  such  new  and  ex- 
alted ends,  and  governed  by  higher  principles  than  the 
progress  of  society  had  developed,  implies  singular  in- 
tellectual power.  That  several  individuals  should  join 
in  equally  vivid  conceptions  of  this  character ;  and  should 
not  merely  describe  in  general  terms  the  fictitious  being 
to  whom  it  was  attributed,  but  should  introduce  him 
into  real  life,  should  place  him  in  a  great  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances, in  connexion  with  various  ranks  of  men, 
with  friends  and  foes,  and  should  in  all  preserve  his 
identity,  show  the  same  great  and  singular  mind  always 
acting  in  harmony  with  itself ;  this  is  a  supposition  hard- 
ly credible,  and,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  writers 
of  the  New  Testament  are  considered,  seems  to  be  as 
inexplicable  on  human  principles,  as  what  I  before  sug- 
gested, the  composition  of  Newton's  Principia  by  a  sav- 
age. The  character  of  Christ,  though  delineated  in  an 
age  of  great  moral  darkness,  has  stood  the  scrutiny  of 
ages  ;  and  in  proportion  as  men's  moral  sentiments  have 
been  refined,  its  beauty  has  been  more  seen  and  felt. 
To  suppose  it  invented,  is  to  suppose  that  its  authors, 
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outstripping  their  age,  had  attained  to  a  singular  delica- 
cy and  elevation  of  moral  perception  and  feeling*  But 
these  attainmc|nts  are  not  very  reconcilable  with  the 
character  of  its  authors,  supposing  it  to  be  a  fiction ; 
that  is,  with  the  character  of  habitual  liars  and  impious 
deceivers. 

But  we  are  not  only  unable  to  discover  powers  ade- 
quate to  this  invention.  There  must  have  been  motives 
for  it ;  for  men  do  not  make  great  efforts,  without  strong 
motives ;  and  in  the  whole  compass  of  human  incite- 
ments, we  challenge  the  infidel  to  suggest  any,  which 
could  have  prompted  to  the  work  now  to  be  explaii^ed. 

Once  more,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  this  invention, 
if  it  were  one,  was  received  as  real,  at  a  period  so  near 
to  the  time  ascribed  to  Christ's  appearance,  that  the 
means  of  detecting  it  were  infinite.  That  men  should 
send  out  such  a  forgery,  and  that  it  should  prevail  and 
triumph,  are  circumstances  not  easily  reconcilable  with 
the  principles  of  our  nature. 

The  character  of  Christ  then  was  real.  Its  reality 
is  the  only  explanation  of  the  mighty  revolution  pro- 
duced by  his  religion.  And  how  can  you  account  for 
it,  but  by  that  cause  to  which  he  always  referred  it,  a 
mission  from  the  Father  P 

Next  to  the  character  of  Christ,  his  religion  might 
be  shown  to  abound  in  circumstances  which  contradict 
and  repel  the  idea  of  a  human  origin.  For  example,  its 
representations  of  the  paternal  character  of  God ;  its  in- 
culcation of  a  universal  charity  ;  the  stress  which  it  lays 
on  inward  purity  ;  its  substitution  of  a  spiritual  worship 
for  the  forms  and  ceremonies,  which  everywhere  had 
usurped  the  name  and  extinguished  the  life  of  religion ; 
its  preference  of  humility,  and  of  the  mild,  unostenta-. 
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tiousy  passive  virtues,  to  tbe  dazzling  qualities  which 
had  mopopolized  men's  admiration ;  its  consistent  and 
bright  discoveries  of  immortality ;  its  adaptation  to  tbe 
wants  of  man  as  a  sinner ;  its  adaptation  to  all  the  con- 
ditions,  capacities,  and  sufferings  of  human  nature  ;  its 
pure,  sublime,  yet  practicable  morality ;  its  high  and 
generous  motives ;  and  its  fitness  to  form  a  character, 
which  plainly  prepares  for  a  higher  life  than  the  present; 
these  are  peculiarities  of  Christianity,  which  will  strike 
us  more  and  more,  in  proportion  as  we  understand  dis- 
tinctly the  circumstances  of  tbe  age  and  country  in 
which  this  religion  appeared,  and  for  which  no  adequate 
human  cause  has  been  or  can  be  assigned. 

Passing  over  these  topics,  each  of  which  might  be 
enlarged  into  a  discourse,  I  will  make  but  one  remark 
on  this  religion,  which  strikes  my  own  mind  very  forci- 
bly. Since  its  introduction,  human  nature  has  made 
great  progress,  and  society  experienced  great  changes ; 
and  in  this  advanced  condition  of  the  world,  Christiani- 
ty, instead  of  losing  its  application  and  importance,  is 
found  to  be  more  and  more  congenial  and  adapted  to 
man's  nature  and  wants.  Men  have  outgrow^  the  oth- 
er institutions  of  that  period  when  Christianity  appear- 
ed, its  philosophy,  its  modes  of  warfare,  its  policy,  its 
public  and  private  economy  ;  but  Christianity  has  never 
shrunk  as  intellect  has  opened,  but  has  always  kept  in 
advance  of  men's  faculties,  and  unfolded  nobler  views 
in  proportion  as'  they  have  ascended.  The  highest 
powers  and  affections,  which  our  nature  has*  developed, 
find  more  than  adequate  objects  in  this  religion.  Chris- 
tianity is  indeed  peculiarly  fitted  to  the  more  improved 
stages  of  society,  to  the  more  delicate  sensibilities  of 
refined  minds,  and  especially  to  that  dissatisfaction  with 
the  present  state,  which  always  grows  with  the  growth 
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of  our  moral  powers  and  affections.  As  men  advance 
in  civilisation,  they  become  susceptible  of  mental  suf- 
ferings, to  which  ruder  ages  are  strangers ;  and  these 
Christianity  is  fitted  to  assuage.  Imagination  and  in- 
tellect become  more  restless;  and  Christianity  brings 
them  tranquillity  by  the  eternal  and  magnificent  truths, 
the  solemn  and  unbounded  prospects,  which  it  unfolds. 
This  fitness  of  our  religion  to  more  advanced  stages  of 
society  than  that  in  which  it  was  introduced,  to  wants 
of  human  nature  not  then  developed,  seems  to  me  very 
striking.  The  religion  bears  the  marks  of  having  come 
from  a  being  who  perfectly  understood  the  human  mind, 
and  hdd  power  to  provide  for  its  progress.  This  fea- 
ture of  Christianity  is  of  the  nature  of  pophecy.  It 
was  an  anticipation  of  future  and  distant  ages;  and 
when  we  consider  among  whom  our  religion  sprung, 
where,  but  in  God,  can  we  find  an  explanation  of  this 
peculiarity  ? 

I  have  now  offered  a  few  hints  on  the  character  of 
Christ,  and  on  the  character  of  his  religion ;  and  before 
quitting  these  topics,  I  would  observe,  that  they  form  a 
strong  presumption  in  favor  of  the  miraculous  facts  of 
the  Christian  history.  These  miracles  were  not  wrought 
by  a  man,  whose  character,  in  other  respects,  was  ordi- 
nary. They  were  acts  of  a  being,  whose  mind  was  as 
singular  as  his  works,  who  spoke  and  acted  with  more 
than  human  authority,  w^ose  moral  qualities  and  sub- 
lime purposes  were  in  accordance  with  superhuman 
powers.  Christ's  miracles  are  in  unison  with  his  whole 
character,  and  bear  a  proportion  to  it,  like  that  which 
we  observe  in  the  most  harmonious  productions  of  na- 
ture ;  and  in  this  way  they  receive  from  it  great  con- 
firmation. And  the  same  presumption  in  their  favor 
arises  from  his  religion.     That  a  religion,  carrying  in 
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itself  such  marks  of  divinity,  and  so  inexplicable  on 
human  principles,  should  receive  outward  confirmations 
from  Omnipotence,  is  not  surprising.  The  extraordinary 
character  of  the  religion  accords  with,  and  seems  to  de- 
mand, extraordinary  interpositions  in  its  behalf.  Its 
miracles  are  not  solitary,  naked,  unexplained,  discon- 
nected events,  but  are  bound  up  with  a  system,  which 
is  worthy  of  God,  and  impressed  with  God ;  which  oc- 
cupies a  large  space,  and  is  operating  with  great  and 
increasing  energy,  in  human  affairs. 

As  yet  I  have  not  touched  on  what  seem  to  many 
writers  the  strongest  proofs  of  Christianity,  I  mean  the 
direct  evidences  of  its  miracles,  by  which  we  mean  the 
testimony  borne  to  them,  including  the  character,  con- 
duct, and  condition  of  the  witnesses.  These  I  have  not 
time  to  unfdld ;  nor  is  this  labor  needed ;  for  Paley's 
inestimable  work,  which  is  one  of  your  classical  books, 
has  stated  these  proofs  with  great  clearness  and  power. 
I  would  only  observe,  that  they  may  all  be  resolved 
into  this  single  principle,  namely,  that  the  christian 
miracles  were  originally  believed  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, that  this  belief  can  only  be  explained  by  their  actual 
occurrence.  That  Christianity  was  received  at  first  on 
the  ground  of  miracles,  and  that  its  first  preachers  and 
converts  proved  the  depth  and  strength  of  their  convic- 
tion of  these  facts,  by  attesting  them  in  sufferings  and 
in  death,  we  know  from  the  most  ancient  records,  which 
relate  to  this  religion,  both  christian  and  heathen ;  and, 
in  fact,  this  conviction  can  alone  explain  their  adherence 
to  Christianity. '  Now  that  this  conviction  could  only 
have  sprung  from  the  reality  of  the  miracles,  we  infer 
from  the  known  circumstances  of  these  witnesses,  whose 
passions,  interests^  and  strongest  prejudices,  were  origi- 
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nally  hostile  to  the  new  religion ;  whose  motives  for 
examining  with  care  the  facts  on  which  it  rested  were 
as  urgent  and  solemn,  and  whose  means  and  opportuni- 
ties of  ascertaining  their  truth  were  as  ample  and  unfail- 
ing, as  can  be  conceived  to  conspire ;  so  that  the  suppo- 
sition of  their  falsehood  cannot  be  admitted,  without 
subverting  our  trust  in  human  judgment  and  human 
testimony  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  for 
discovering  truth ;  that  is,  without  introducing  universal 
skepticism. 

There  is  one  class  of  christian  evidences,  to  which  I 
have  but  slightly  referred,  but  which  has  struck  with 
peculiar  force  men  of  reflecting  minds.  I  refer  to  the 
marks  of  truth  and  reality,  which  are  found  in  the  Chris* 
tian  records ;  to.  the  internal  proofs  which  the  books  of 
the  New  Testament  carry  with  them,  of  having  been 
written  by  men,  who  lived  in  the  first  age  of  Christiani- 
ty, who  believed  and  felt  its  truth,  who  bore  a  part  in 
the  labors  and  conflicts  which  attended  its  establishment, 
and  who  wrote  from  personal  knowledge  and  deep  con- 
viction. A  few  remarks  to  illustrate  the  nature  and 
power  of  these  internal  proofs,  which  are  furnished  by 
the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  I  will  now  subjoin. 

The  New  Testament  consists  of  histories  and  epis- 
tles. The  historical  books,  namely,  the  Gospels  and 
the  Acts,  are  a  continued  narrative,  embracing  many 
years,  and  professing  to  give  the  history  of  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  religion.  Now  it  is  worthy  of  observa- 
tion, that  these  writings  completely  answer  their  end ; 
that  they  completely  solve  the  problem,  how  this  peculiar 
religion  grew  up  and  established  itself  in  the  world ; 
that  they  furnish  precise  and  adequate  causes  for  this 
stupendous  revolution  in  human  affairs.     It  is  also  wor- 
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thy  of  remark)  that  they  relate  a  series  of  facts,  which 
are  not  only  connected  with  one  another,  but  are  inti- 
mately linked  with  the  long  series  which  has  followed 
them,  and  agree  accurately  with  subsequent  history,  so 
as  to  account  for  and  sustain  it.  Now  that  a  collection 
of  fictitious  narratives,  coming  from  different  hands, 
comprehending  many  years,  and  spreading  over  many 
countries,  should  not  only  form  a  consistent  whole, 
when  taken  by  themselves  ;  but  should  also  connect  and 
interweave  themselves  with  real  history  so  naturally 
and  intimately,  as  to  furnish  no  clue  for  detection,  as  to 
exclude  the  appearance  of  incongruity  and  discordance, 
and  as  to  give  an  adequate  explanation  and  the  only  ex- 
planation of  acknowledged  events,  of  the  most  important 
revolution  in  society ;  this  is  a  supposition,  from  which 
an  intelligent  man  at  once  revolts,  and  which,  if  admit- 
ted, would  shajie  a  principal  foundation  of  history. 

I  have  before  spoken  of  the  unity  and  consistency  of 
Christ's  character  as  developed  in  the  Gospels,  and  of 
the  agreement  of  the  different  writers  in  giving  us  the 
singular  features  of  his  mind.  Now  there  are  the  same 
marks  of  truth  running  through  the  whole  of  these  nar- 
ratives. For  example,  the  effects  produced  by  Jesus 
on  the  various  classes  of  society ;  the  different  feelings 
of  admiration,  attachment,  and  envy,  which  he  called 
forth ;  the  various  expressions  of  these  feelings ;  the 
prejudices,  mistakes,  and  gradual  illumination  of  his 
disciples  ;  these  are  all  given  to  us  with  such  marks  of 
truth  and  reality  as  could  not  easily  be  counterfeited. 
The  whole  history  is  precisely  such,  as  might  be  expect- 
ed from  the  actual  appearance  of  such  a  person  as  Jesus 
Christ,  in  such  a  state  of  society  as  then  existed. 

The  Epistles,  if  possible,  abound  in  marl^s  of  truth 
and  reality  even  more  than  the  Gospels.     They  are  im- 
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bued  thoroughly  with  the  spirit  of  the  first  age  of  Chris- 
tianity. They  bear  all  the  marks  of  having  come  from 
men,  plunged  in  the  conflicts  which  the  new  religion 
excited,  alive  to  its  interests,  identified  with  its^fortunes. 
They  betray  the  very  state  of  mind,  which  must  have 
been  generated  by  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  first 
propagators  of  the  religion.  They  arfe  letters  written 
on  real  business,  intended  for  immediate  effects,  design- 
ed to  meet  prejudices  and  passions,  which  such  a  reli- 
gion must  at  first  have  awakened.  They  contain  not  a 
trace  of  the  circumstances  of  a  later  age,  or  of  the  feel- 
ings, impressions,  and  modes  of  thinking  by  which  later 
times  were  characterised,  and  from  which  later  writers 
could  not  easily  have  escaped.  The  letters  of  Paul 
have  a  remarkable  agreement  with  his  history.  They 
are  precisely  such  as  might  be  expected  from  a  man  of 
a  vehement  mind,  who  had  been  brought  up  in  the 
schools  of  Jewish  literature,  who  had  been  converted 
by  a  sudden,  overwhelming  miracle,  who  had  been  en- 
trusted with  the  preaching  of  the  new  religion  to  the 
Gentiles,  and  who  was  everywhere  met  by  the  prejudi- 
ces and  persecuting  spirit  of  his  own  nation.  They  are 
full  of  obscurities  growing  out  of  these  points  of  PauPs 
history  and  character,  and  out  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  infant  church,  and  which  nothing  but  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  that  early  period  can  illustrate.  This 
remarkable  infusion  of  the  spirit  of  the  first  age  into 
the  christian  records  cannot  easily  be  explained  but  by 
the  fact,  that  they  were  written  in  that  age,  by  the  real 
and  zealous  propagators  of  Christianity,  and  that  they 
are  records  of  real  convictions  and  of  actual  events. 

There  is  another  evidence  of  Christianity,  still  more 
internal  than  any  on  which  I  have  yet  dwelt,  an  evi- 
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dence  to  be  felt  rather  than  described,  but  not  less  real, 
because  founded  on  feeling.  I  refer  to  that  conviction 
of  the  divine  original  of  our  religion,  which  springs  up 
and  continually  gains  strength,  in  those  who  apply  it 
habitually  to  their  tempers  and  lives,  and  who  imbibe 
its  spirit  and  hopes.  In  such  men,  there  is  a  conscious- 
ness of  the  adaptation  of  Christianity  to  their  noblest 
£su;ulties ;  a  consciousness  of  its  exalting  and  consoling 
influences,  of  its  power  to  confer  the  true  happiness  of 
human  nature,  to  give  that  peace,  which  the  world  can- 
not give ;  which  assures  them,  that  it  is  not  of  earthly 
origin,  but  a  ray  from  the  Everlasting  Light,  a  stream 
from  the  fountain  of  Heavenly  Wisdom  and  Love. 
This  is  the  evidence  which  sustains  the  fsiith  of  thou- 
sands, who  never  read  and  cannot  understand  the 
learned  books  of  christian  apologists,  who  want,  perhaps, 
words  to  explain  the  ground  of  their  belief,  but  whose 
faith  is  of  adamantine  firmness,  who  hold  the  gospel 
with  a  conviction  more  intimate  and  unwavering,  than 
mere  argument  ever  produced. 

But  I  must  tear  myself  from  a  subject,  which  opens 
upon  me  continually  as  I  proceed. — Imperfect  as  this 
discussion  is,  the  conclusion,  I  trust,  is  placed  beyond 
doubt,  that  Christianity  is  true.  And,  my  hearers,  if 
true,  it  is  the  greatest  of  all  truths,  deserving  and  de- 
manding our  reverent  attention  and  fervent  gratitude. 
This  religion  must  never  be  confounded  with  our  com- 
mon blessings.  It  is  a  revelStion  of  pardon,  which,  as 
sinners,  we  all  need.  Still  more,  it  is  a  revelation  of 
human  immortality ;  a  doctrine,  which,  however  under- 
valued amidst  the  bright  anticipations  of  inexperienced 
youth,  is  found  to  be  our  strength  and  consolation,  and 
the  only  effectual  spring  of  persevering  and  victorious 
virtue,  when  the  realities  of  life  have  scattered  our  vis- 
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ionary  hopes  ;  when  pain,  disappointment,  and  tempta- 
tion press  upon  us  ;  when  this  world's  enjoyments  are 
found  unable  to  quench  that  deep  thirst  of  happiness 
which  bums  in  every  breast ;  when  friends,  whom  we 
love  as  our  own  souls,  die ;  and  our  own  graves  open 
before  us, — To  all  who  hear  me,  and  especially  to  my 
young  hearers,  I  would  say,  let  the  truth  of  this  religion 
be  the  strongest  conviction  of  your  understandings ;  let 
its  motives  and  precepts  sway  with  an  absolute  power 
your  characters  and  lives 
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DISCOURSE 


AT   THE    ORDINATION    OF   THE    RET.  £•  S,  GANNETT. 
BOSTQir,  1»M. 


MATTHEW  X.  16. 

*BraOLD,  I  BBSm  YOU  FOBTH  A0  8HEBP  IN  THB  MIDBT  OF  WOLVBfl:  BB  TK 
THBREFOBE  WISE  AB  SERPENTS  AND  HARMLESS  AS  DOVES. 

The  communication  of  moral  and  religious  truth  is 
the  most  important  office  committed  to  men.  Tlie  Son 
of  God  came  into  the  world,  not  to  legislate  for*  nations, 
not  to  command  armies,  not  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  uni- 
versal monarchy ;  but  to  teach  religion,  to*  establish 
truth  and  holiness.  The  highest  end  of  human  na- 
ture is  duty,  virtue,  piety,  excellence,  moral  greatness, 
spiritual  glory ;  and  he,  who  effectually  labors  for  these, 
is  taking  part  with  God,  in  God's  noblest  work.  Thd 
christian  ministry,  then,  which  has  for  its  purpose  men's 
spiritual  improvement  and  salvation,  and  which  is  in- 
trusted for  this  end  with  weapons  of  heavenly  temper 
and  power,  deserves  to  be  ranked  amongst  God's  most 
beneficent  institutions  and  men's  most  honorable  labors. 
The  occasion  requires  that  this  institution  should  be 
our  principal  topic. 

How  happy  a  change  has  taken  place  since  the  words 
of  Christ  in  the  text  were  spoken !  Ministers  are  no 
longer  sent  forth  into  the  midst  of  wolves.  Through 
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the  labors,  sufTerings,  and  triumphs  of  apostles,  martjrrs, 
and  good  and  great  men  in  successive  ages,  ChristianiQr 
has  become  the  professed  and  honorjed  religion  of  the 
most  civilized  nations,  and  its  preachers  are  exposed  to 
very  different  temptations  from  those  of  savage  persecu- 
tion. Still  our  text  has  an  application  to  the  present 
time.  We  see  our  Saviour  commanding  his  apostles, 
to  regard  in  their  ministry  the  circumstances  of  the  age 
in  which  they  lived.  Surrounded  with  foes,  they  were 
to  exercise  the  wisdom  or  prudence,  of  which  the  ser- 
pent was  in  ancient  times  the  emblem,  and  to  join  witn 
it  the  innocence  and  mildness  of  the  dove.  And  in  like 
manner,  the  christian  minister  is  at  all  periods  to  regard 
the  signs,  the  distinctive  marks  and  character  of  the  age 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  must  accommodate  his  ministry 
to  its  wants  and  demands.  Accordingly,  I  propose  to 
consider  some  of  the  leading  traits  of  the  present  age, 
and  the  influence  which  they  should  have  on  a  christian 
teacher. 

I.  The  state  of  the  world,  compared  with  the  past, 
may  be  called  enlightened,  and  requires  an  enlightened 
ministry.  It  hardly  seems  necessary  to  prove,  that  re- 
ligion should  be  dispensed  by  men,  who  at  least  keep 
pace  with  the  intellect  of  the  age  in  which  they  live. 
Some  passages  of  scripture  however  have  been  wrested 
to  prove,  that  an  unlearned  ministry  is  that  which  God 
particularly  honors.  He  always  chooses,  we  are  told, 
*  the  foolish  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wise.' 
But  texts  of  this  description  are  misunderstood,  through 
the  very  ignorance  which  they  are  adduced  to  support. 
The  wise,  who  are  spoken  of  contemptuously  in  the  New 
Testament,  were  not  really  enlightened  men,  but  pre- 
tenders to  wisdom,  who  substituted  dreams  of  imagina- 
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tion  and  wild  hypotheses  for  sober  inquiry  into  God's 
works,  and  who  knew  comparatively  nothing  of  nature 
or  the  human  mind.  The  present  age  has  a  quite  differ- 
ent illumination  from  that,  in  which  ancient  philosophy 
prided  itself.  It  is  marked  by  great  and  obvious  im- 
provements in  the  methods  of  reasoning  and  inquiry,  and 
by  the  consequent  discovery  and  diffusion  of  a  great  mass 
of  physical  and  moral  truth,  wholly  unknown  in  the 
time  of  Christ.  Now  we  affirm,  that  such  an  age  de- 
mands an  enlightened  ministry.  We  want  teachers, 
who  will  be  able  to  discern  and  unfold  the  consistency 
of  revealed  religion  with  the  new  lights  which  are 
breaking  in  from  nature  ;  and  who  will  be  able  to  draw, 
from  all  men's  discoveries  in  the  outward  world  and  in 
their  own  souls,  illustrations,  analogies,  and  arguments 
for  Christianity.  We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  God, 
the  author  of  nature  and  revelation,  has  established  a 
harmony  between  them,  and  that  their  beams  are  in- 
tended to  mingle  and  shed  a  joint  radiance ;  and  conse- 
quently, other  things  being  equal,  that  teacher  is  best 
fitted  to  dispense  Christianity,  whose  compass  of  mind 
enables  him  to  compare  what  God  is  teaching  in  his 
works  and  in  his  word,  and  to  present  the  truths  of 
religion  with  those  modifications  and  restraints  which 
other  acknowledged  truths  require.  Christianity  now 
needs  dispensers,  who  will  make  history,  nature,  and  the 
improvements  of  society,  tributary  to  its  elucidation  and 
support ;  who  will  show  its  adaptation  to  man  as  an  ever 
progressive  being ;  who  will  be  able  to  meet  the  objec- 
tions to  its  truth,  which  will  naturally  be  started  in  an 
active,  stirring,  inquiring  age ;  and  though  last  not  least, 
who  will  have  enough  of  mental  and  moral  courage  to 
detect  and  renounce  the  errors  in  the  Church,  on  which 
such  objections  are  generally  built.     In  such  an  age,  a 
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ministry  is  wanted,  which  will  furnish  disctissions  of 
religious  topics,  not  inferior  at  least  in  intelligence  to 
those,  which  people  are  accustomed  to  read  and  hear  on 
other  subjects.  Christianity  will  suffer,  if  at  a  timei 
when  rigor  and  acuteness  of  thinking  are  carried  into 
all  other  departments,  the  pulpit  should  send  forth 
nothing  but  wild  declamation,  positive  assertion,  or  dull 
commonplaces,  with  which  even  childhood  is  satiated. 
Religion  must  be  seen  to  be  the  friend  and  quickener  of 
intellect.  It  must  be  exhibited  with  clearness  of  rea- 
soning and  variety  of  illustration;,  nor  ought  it  to  be 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  a  pure  and  felicitous  diction 
and  of  rich  and  glowing  imagery,  where  these  gifts  fall 
to  the  lot  of  the  teacher.  It  is  not  meant  that  every 
minister  must  be  a  man  of  genius ;  for  genius  is  one  of 
God's  rarest  inspirations ;  and  of  all  the  breathings  of 
genius,  perhaps  the  rarest  is  eloquence.  I  mean  only 
to  say,  that  the  age  demands  of  those,  who  devote  them- 
selves to  the  administration  of  Christianity,  that  they 
should  feel  themselves  called  upon  for  the  highest  cul- 
tivation and  fullest  developement  of  the  intellectual 
nature.  Instead  of  thinking,  that  the  minktry  is  a 
refuge  for  dulness,  and'  that  whoever  can  escape  from 
the  plough  is  fit  for  God's  spiritual  husbandry,  we  ought 
to  feel  that  no  profession  demands  more  enlarged  think- 
ing and  more  various  acquisitions  of  truth. 

In  proportion  as  society  becomes  enlightened,  talent 
acquires  influence.  In  rude  ages  bodily  strength  is  the 
most  honorable  distinction,  and  in  subsequent  times 
military  prowess  and  skill  confer  mastery  and  eminence. 
But  as  society  advances,  mind,  thought,  becomes  the 
sovereign  of  the  world  ;  and  accordingly,  at  the  present 
moment,  profound  and  glowing  thought,  though  breath- 
ing only  from  the  silent  page,  exerts  a  kind  of  omnipo- 
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tent  and  omnipresent  energy.  It  crosses  oceans  and 
spreads  through  nations ;  and  at  one  and  the  same  mo- 
ment, the  conceptions  of  a  smgle  mind  are  electrifying 
and  kmdling  multitudes,  through  wider  regions  than  the 
Roman  Eagle  overshadowed.  This  agency  of  mind  on 
mind,  I  repeat  it,  is  the  true  sovereignty  of  the  world,  and 
kings  and  heroes  are  becoming  impotent  by  the  side  of 
men  of  deep  and  fervent  thought.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  Religion  would  wage  a  very  unequal  war,  if  di- 
vorced from  talent  and  cultivated  intellect,  if  committed 
to  weak  and  untaught  minds.  God  plainly  intends,  that 
it  should  be  advanced  by  human  agency ;  and  does  he 
not  then  intend,  to  summon  to  its  aid  the  mightiest  and 
noblest  power  with  which  man  is  gifted  ? 

Let  it  not  be  said,  that  Christianity  has  an  intrinsic 
glory,  a  native  beauty,  which  no  art  or  talent  of  man  can 
heighten ;  that  Christianity  is  one  and  the  same,  by  what- 
ever lips  it  is  communicated,  and  that  it  needs  nothing 
but  the  most  naked  exposition  of  its  truths,  to  accomplish 
its  saving  purposes.  Who  does  not  know,  that  all  truth 
takes  a  hue  and  form  from  the  soul  through  which  it 
passes,  that  in  every  mind  it  is  invested  with  peculiar 
associations,  and  that  consequently  the  same  truth  is 
quite  a  different  thing,  when  exhibited  by  men  of  differ- 
ent habits  of  thought  and  feeling  ?  Who  does  not  know, 
that  the  sublimest  doctrines  lose  in  some  hands  all  their 
grandeur,  and  the  loveliest  all  their  attractiveness  ? 
Who  does  not  know,  how  much  the  diffusion  and  power 
of  any  system,  whether  physical,  moral,  or  political,  de- 
pend on  the  order  according  to  which  it  is  arranged,  on 
the  broad  and  consistent  views  which  are  given  of  it,  on 
the  connexions  which  it  is  shown  to  hold  with  other 
truths,  on  the  analogies  by  which  it  is  illustrated,  adorn- 
ed, and   enforced,  and  though  last  not  least,  on  the 
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clearness  and  energy  of  the  styl^  in  which  it  is  conrejr* 
ed  ?  ^  Nothing  is  needed  in  religion,'  some  say,  ^  but 
the  naked  truth.'  But  I  apprehend,  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  naked  truth,  at  least  as  far  as  moral  sub* 
jects  are  concerned.  Truth  which  relates  to  God,  and 
duty,  and  happiness,  and  a  future  state,  is  always  hu- 
manized, if  I  may  so  use  the  word,  by  passing  through 
a  human  mind ;  and  when  communicated  powerfully,  it 
always  comes  to  us  in  drapery,  thrown  round  it  by  the 
imagination,  reason,  and  moral  feelings  of  the  teacher. 
It  comes  to  us  warm  and  living  with  the  impressions  and 
affections,  which  it  has  produced  in  the  soul  from  which 
it  issues ;  and  it  ought  so  to  come ;  for  the  highest  evi- 
dence of  moral  truth  is  found  in  the  moral  principles  and 
feelings  of  our  nature,  and  therefore  it  fails  of  its  best 
support,  unless  it  is  seen  to  accord  with  and  to  act  upon 
these.  The  evidence  of  Christianity,  which  operates 
most  universally,  is  not  history  nor  miracles,  but  its  car* 
respondence  to  the  noblest  capacities,  deepest  wants,  and 
purest  aspirations  of  our  nature,  to  the  cravings  of  an 
immortal  spirit ;  and  when  it  comes  to  us  from  a  mind, 
in  which  it  has  discovered  nothing  of  this  adaptation, 
and  has  touched  none  of  these  springs,  it  wants  one  of 
its  chief  signatures  of  divinity.  Christianity  is  not  then 
to  be  exhibited  nakedly.  It  owes  much  of  its  power  to 
the  mind,  which  communicates  it ;  and  the  greater  the 
enlargement  and  developement  of  the  mind  of  which  it 
has  possessed  itself,  and  from  which  it  flows,  the  wider 
and  deeper  will  be  its  action  on  other  souls. 

It  may  be  said  without  censoriousness,  that  the  ordi- 
nary mode,  in  which  Christianity  has  been  exhibited  m 
past  times,  does  not  suit  the  illumination  of  the  present. 
That  mode  has  been  too  narrow,  technical,  pedantic. 
Religion  has  been  made  a  separate  business,  and  a  dull, 
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unsocial,  melancholy  business  too,  instead  of  being 
manifested  4s  a  truth,  which  bears  on  and  touches 
everything  human,  as  a  universal  spirit,  which  ought  to 
breathe  through  and  modify  all  our  deshres  and  pursuits, 
all  our  trains  of  thought  and  emotion.  And  this  narrow, 
forbidding  mode  of  exhibiting  Christianity  is  easily  ex* 
plained  by  its  early  history.  Monks  shut  up  in  cells ; 
a  priesthood  cut  off  by  celibacy  from  the  sympathies  and 
most  interestipg  relations  of  life ;  and  universities  en- 
slaved to  a  scholastic  logic,  and  taught  to  place  wisdom 
in  verbal  subtilties  and  unintelligible  definitions;  these 
took  Christianity  into  their  keeping ;  and  at  their  chilling 
touch  this  generous  religion,  so  full  of  life  and  affection, 
became  a  dry,  frigid,  abstract  system.  Christianity,  as 
it  came  from  their  hands,  and  has  been  transmitted  by 
a  majority  of  protestant  divines,  reminds  us  of  the  hu- 
man form,  compressed  by  swathing  bands,  until  every 
joint  is  rigid,  every  movement  constrained,  and  almost 
all  the  beauty  and  grace  of  nature  obliterated.  Instead 
of  regarding  it  as  a  heavenly  institution,  designed  to 
perfect  our  wliole  nature,  to  offer  awakening  and  puri- 
fying objects  to  the  intellect,  imagination,  and  heart,  to 
develope  every  capacity  of  devout  and  social  feeling,  to 
form  a  rich,  various,  generous  virtue,  divines  have 
cramped  and  tortured  the  gospel  into  various  systems, 
composed  in  the  main  of  theological  riddles  and  contra- 
dictions ;  and  this  religion  of  love  has  been  made  to  in- 
culcate a  monkish  and  dark  visaged  piety,  very  hostile 
to  the  free  expansion  and  full  enjoyment  of  all  our  fac- 
ulties and  social  affections.  Great  improvements  indeed 
in  this  particular  are  taking  place  among  Christians  of 
almost  every  denomination.  Religion  has  been  brought 
from  the  cell  of  the  monk,  and  the  school  of  the  verbal 
disputant,  into  life  and  society;   and  its  connexions 
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with  all  our  pursuits  and  feelings  have  been  made  mani* 
test«  Still,  Christianity,  I  apprehend,  is  qot  viewed  in 
sufficiently  broad  lights  to  meet  the  spirit  of  an  age, 
which  is  tracing  connexions  between  all  objects  of 
thought  and  branches  of  knowledge,  and  which  cannot 
but  distrust  an  alleged  revelation,  in  as  fiar  as  it  is 
seen  to  want  harmonies  and  affinities  with  other  parts 
of  God^s  system,  and  especially  with  human  nature  and 
human  life. 

11.  The  age  in  which  we  live  demands  not  cnily  an 
enlightened  but  an  earnest  ministry,  for  it  is  an  age  of 
earnestness  and  excitement.  Men  feel  and  think  at 
present  with  more  energy  than  formerly.  There  is 
more  of  interest  and  fervor.  We  learn  now  from  expe- 
rience what  might  have  been  inferred  from  the  purposes 
of  our  Creator,  that  civilisation  and  refinement  are  not, 
as  has  been  sometimes  thought,  inconsistent  with  sensi- 
bility ;  that  the  intellect  may  grow  without  exhausting 
or  overshadowing  the  heart.  The  human  mind  was 
never  more  in  earnest  than  at  the  present  moment. 
The  political  revolutions,  which  form  such  broad  fea- 
tures and  distinctions  of  our  age,  have  sprung  from  a 
new  and  deep  working  in  the  human  soul.  Men  have 
caught  glimpses,  however  indistinct,  of  the  worth,  dig- 
nity, rights,  and  great  interests  of  their  nature ;  and  a 
thirst  for  untried  good,  and  impatience  of  long  endured 
wrongs,  have  broken  out  wildly,  lik^  the  fires  of  Etna, 
and  shaken  and  convulsed  the  earth.  It  is  impo^ible 
not  to  discern  this  increased  fervor  of  mind  in  every 
department  of  life.  A  new  spirit  of  improvement  is 
abroad.  The  imagination  can  no  longer  be  confined  to 
the  acquisitions  of  past  ages,  but  is  kindling  the  passions 
by  vague  but  noble  ideas  of  blessings  never  yet  attained. 
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Multitudes,  unwilling  to  wait  the  slow  pace  of  that 
great  innovator,  time,  are  taking  the  work  of  reform 
into  their  own  hands.  Accordingly  the  reverence  for 
antiquity  and  for  age-hallowed  establishments,  and  the 
passion  for  change  and  amelioration,  are  now  arrayed 
against  each  other  in  open  hostility,  and  all  great  ques- 
tions, affecting  hum^n  happiness,  are  debated  with  the 
eagerness  of  party.  The  character  of  the  age  is  stamped 
very  strongly  on  its  literary  productions.  Who,  that  can 
compare  the  present  with  the  past,  is  not  struck  with 
the  bold  and  earnest  spirit  of  the  literature  of  our  times. 
It  refuses  to  waste  itself  on  trifles,  or  to  minister  to  mere 
gratification.  Almost  all  that  is  written  has  now  some 
bearing  on  great  interests  of  human  nature.  Fiction  is 
no  longer  a  mere  amusement ;  but  transcendent  genius, 
accommodating  itself  to  the  character  of  the  age,  has 
seized  upon  this  province  of  literature,  and  turned  fiction 
from  a  toy  into  a  mighty  engine,  and,  under  the  light 
tale,  is  breathing  through  the  community  either  its 
reverence  for  the  old  or  its  thirst  for  the  new,  commu- 
nicates the  spirit  and  lessons  of  history,  unfolds  the 
operations  of  religious  and  civil  institutions,  and  defends 
or  assails  new  theories  of  education  or  morals  by  ex- 
hibiting them  in  life  and  action.  The  poetry  of  the  age 
is  equally  characteristic.  It  has  a  deeper  and  more 
impressive  tone  than  comes  to  us  from  what  has  been 
called  the  Augustan  age  of  English  literature.  The 
regular,  elaborate,^  harmonious  strains  whioh  delighted 
a  former  generation,  are  now  accused,  I  say  not  how 
justly,  of  playing  too  much  on  the  surface  of  nature  and 
of  the  heart.  Men  want  and  demand  a  more  thrilling 
note,  a  poetry  which  pierces  beneath  the  exterior  of 
life  to  the  depths  of  the  soul,  and  which  lays  open  its 
mysterious  workings,  borrowing  from  the  whole  outward 
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creation  fresh  images  and  correspondences,  with  which 
to  illuminate  the  secrets  of  the  world  within  us.  So 
keen  is  this  appetite,  that  extravagances  of  imagina- 
tion, and  gross  violations  both  of  taste  and  moral  senti- 
ment, are  forgiven,  when  conjoined  with  what  awakeps 
strong  emotion ;  and  unhappily  the  most  stirring  is  the 
most  popular  poetry,  even  though  it  issue  from  the 
desolate  soul  of  a  misanthrope  and  a  libertine,  and  ex- 
hale poison  and  death. 

Now,  religion  ought  to  be  dispensed  in  accommoda- 
tion to  this  spirit  and  character  of  our  age.  Men  desire 
excitement,  and  religion  must  be  communicated  in  a 
more  exciting  form.  It  must  be  seen  not  only  to  cor- 
respond and  to  be  adapted  to  the  intellect,  but  to  furnish 
nutriment  and  appeals  to  the  highest  and  profoundest 
sentiments  of  our  nature.  It  must  not  be  exhibited  in 
the  dry,  pedantic  divisions  of  a  scholastic  theology ;  nor 
must  it  be  set  forth  and  tricked  out  in  the  light  drapery 
of  an  artificial  rhetoric,  in  prettinesses  of  style,  in  meas- 
ured sentences,  with  an  insipid  floridness,  and  in  the 
form  of  elegantly  feeble  essays.  No;  it  must  come 
from  the  soul  in  the  language  of  earnest  conviction  and 
strong  feeling.  Men  will  not  now  be  trifled  with. 
They  listen  impatiently  to  great  subjects  treated  with 
apathy.  They  want  a  religion  which  will  take  a  strong 
hold  upon  them ;  and  no  system,  I  am  sure,  can  now 
maintain  its  ground,  which  wants  the  power  of  awaken- 
ing real  and  deep  interest  in  the  soul.  It  is  objected 
to  Unitarian  Christianity  that  it  does  not  possess  this 
heart-stirring  energy,  and  if  so  it  will,  and  still  more,  it 
ought  to  fall ;  for  it  does  not  suit  the  spirit  of  our  times, 
nor  the  essential  and  abiding  spirit  of  human  nature. 
Men  will  prefer  even  a  fanaticism  which  is  in  earnest, 
to  a  pretended  rationality,  which  leaves  untouched  all 
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the  great  springs  of  the  soul,  which  never  lays  a  quick- 
ening hand  on  our  love  and  veneration,  our  awe  and 
fear,  our  hope  and  joy. 

It  is  obvious,  I  think,  that  the  spirit  of  the  age,  which 
demands  a  more  exciting  administration  of  Christianity, 
begins  to  be  understood  and  is  responded  to  by  preachers. 
Those  of  usy  whose  memory  extends  back  but  a  little 
way,  can  see  a  revolution  taking  place  in  this  country. 
'  The  repose  of  the  pulpit'  has  been  disturbed.  In 
England  the  established  Church  gives  broad  symptoms 
of  awaking ;  and  the  slumbering  incumbents  of  a  state 
religion,  either  roused  by  sympathy,  or  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  self-defence,  are  beginning  to  exhibit  the 
energy  of  the  freer  and  more  zealous  sects  around  them. 

In  such  an  age  earnestness  should  characterize  the 
ministry ;  and  by  this  I  mean  not  a  louder  voice  or  a 
more  vehement  gesture ;  I  mean  no  tricks  of  oratory , 
but  a  solemn  conviction  that  religion  is  a  great  concern, 
and  a  solemn  purpose  that  its  claims  shall  be  felt  by 
others.  To  suit  such  an  age,  a  minister  must  commu- 
nicate religion,  not  only  as  a  result  of  reasoning,  but  as 
a  matter  of  experience,  with  that  inexpressible  character 
of  reality,  that  life  and  power,  which  accompany  truths 
drawn  from  a  man's  own  soul.  We  ought  to  speak  of 
religion  as  something  which  we  ourselves  know.  Its 
influences,  struggles,  joys,  sorrows,  triumphs,  should  be 
delineated  from  our  own  history.  The  life  and  sensi- 
bility which  we  would  spread  should  be  strong  in  our 
own  breasts.  This  is  the  only  genuine,  unfailing  spring 
of  an  earnest  ministry.  Men  may  work  themselves  for 
a  time  into  a  fervor  by  artificial  means ;  but  the  flame 
is  unsteady,  *a  crackling  of  thorns'  on  a  cold  hearth; 
and  after  all,  it  is  hard  for  the  most  successful  art  to 
give  even  for  a  time  that  soul-subduing  tone  to  the 
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voice,  that  air  of  native  feeling  to  the  countenance,  and 
that  raciness  and  freshness  to  the  conceptions,  which 
come  from  an  experimental  conviction  of,  religious  truth ; 
and  accordingly  I  would  suggest,  that  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  theological  education,  even  in  this  en- 
lightened age,  is  not  the  communication  of  knowledge, 
essential  as  that  is,  but  the  conversion  and  exaltation 
of  religious  knowledge  into  a  living,  practical,  ana 
soul-kindling  conviction.  Much  as  the  age  requires 
intellectual  culture  in  a  minister^  it  requires  still  more, 
that  his  acquisitions  of  truth  sliould  be  instinct  with  life 
and  feeling;  that  he  should  deliver  his  message  not 
mechanically  and  ^  in  the  line  of  his  profession,'  but  with 
the  sincerity  and  earnestness  of  a  man  bent  on  great 
effects ;  that  he  should  speak  of  God,  of  Christ,  of  the 
dignity  and  loveliness  of  christian  virtue,  of  heaveq  and 
redemption,  not  as  of  traditions  and  historical  records, 
about  which  he  has  only  read,  but  as  of  realities  which 
he  understands  and  feels  in  the  very  depths  of  his  soul. 

III.  The  present  is  an  age  of  free  and  tamest  inquiry 
on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  consequently  an  age,  in 
which  the  extremes  of  skepticism  and  bigotry,  and  a 
multiplicity  of  sects,  and  a  diversity  of  interpretations  of 
the  sacred  volume,  must  be  expected  ;  and  these  circum- 
stances of  the  times  influence  and  modify  the  duties  of 
the  ministry.  Free  inquiry  cannot  exist  without  gene- 
rating a  degree  of  skepticism  ;  and  against  this  influence, 
more  disastrous  than  any  error  of  any  sect,  a  minister 
is  bound  to  erect  every  barrier.  The  human  mind  by  a 
natural  reaction*  is  undoubtedly  tending,  after  its  long 
vassalage,  to  licentious  speculation.  Men  have  begun 
to  send  keen,  searching  glances,  into  old  institutions, 
whether  of  religion,  literature,  or  policy ;  and  have  de- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


377 

tected  so  many  abuses,  that  a  suspicion  of  what  is  old  has 
in  many  cases  taken  place  of  the  veneration  for  antiquity. 
In  such  an  age  Christianity  must  be  subjected  to  a  rigid 
scrutiny.  Church  establishments  and  state  patronage 
cannot  screen  it  from  investigation ;  and  its  ministers, 
far  from  being  called  to  remove  it  from  the  bar  of  rea- 
son, where  God  has  chosen  that  it  should  appear,  are 
only  bound  to  see  that  its  claims  be  fairly  and  fully  made 
known ;  and  to  this  they  are  solemnly  bound ;  and  con- 
sequently It  is  one  of  their  first  duties,  to  search  deeply 
and  understand  thoroughly  the  true  foundations  and 
evidences,  on  which  the  religion  stands.  Now  it  seems 
to  me,  that  just  in  proportion  as  the  human  mind  makes 
progress,  the  inward  evidences  of  Christianity,  the  marks 
of  divinity  which  it  wears  on  its  own  brow,  are  becom- 
ing more  and  more  important.  I  refer  to  the  evidences 
which  are  drawn  from  its  excellence,  purity,  and  happy 
influences ;  from  its  adaptation  to  the  spiritual  wants, 
to  the  weakness  and  the  greatness  of  human  nature ; 
from  the  original  and  unborrowed  character,  the  great- 
ness of  soui,  and  the  celestial  loveliness  of  its  founder ; 
from  its  unbounded  benevolence,  corresponding  with 
the  spirit  of  the  universe ;  and  from  its  views  of  God's 
parental  character  and  purposes,  of  human  duty  and 
perfection,  and  of  a  future  state ;  views  manifestly  tend- 
ing to  the  exaltation  and  perpetual  improvement  of  our 
nature,  yet  wholly  opposed  to  the  character  of  the  age 
in  which  they  were  unfolded.  The  historical  and  mi- 
raculous proofs  of  Christianity  are  indeed  essential  and 
impregnable;  but,  without  superseding  these,  the  in- 
ward proofs,  of  which  I  speak,  are  becoming  more  and 
more  necessary,  and  exert  a  greater  power,  in  proportion 
as  the  moral  discernment  and  sensibilities  of  men  are 
strengthened  and  enlarged.  And  if  this  be  true,  then 
32* 
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Christianity  is  endangered,  and  skepticism  fortified,  by 
nothing  so  much  as  by  representations  of  the  religion, 
which  sully  its  native  lustre  and  darken  its  inward  sig- 
natures of  a  heavenly  origin ;  and  accordingly  the  first 
and  most  solemn  duty  of  its  ministers,  is,  to  rescue  it 
from  such  perversions ;  to  see  that  it  be  not  condemned 
for  doctrines,  for  which  it  is  in  no  respect  fesponsible ; 
and  to  vindicate  its  character  as  eminently  a  rational 
religion,  that  is,  a  religion  consistent  with  itself,  with 
the  great  principles  of  human  nature,  with  God's  ac- 
knowledged attributes,  and  with  those  indestructible 
convictions,  which  spring  almost  instinctively  from  our 
moral  constitution,  and  which  grow  stronger  and  strong- 
er as  the  human  mind  is  developed.  A  professed  reve- 
lation, carrying  contradiction  on  its  front,  and  wounding 
those  sentiments  of  justice  and  goodness,  which  are  the 
highest  tests  of  moral  truth,  cannot  stand ;  and  those, 
who  thus  exhibit  Christianity,  however  pure  their  aim, 
are  shaking  its  foundations  more  deeply  than  its  open 
and  inveterate  foes. 

But  free  inquiry  not  only  generates  occasional  skep- 
ticism, but  much  more  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  the 
believers  of  Christianity ;  and  to  this  the  ministry  must 
have  a  special  adaptation.  In  such  an  age  the  ministry 
must  in  a  measure  be  coirtroversial.  In  particular,  a 
minister,  who  after  serious  investigation  attaches  himself 
to  that  class  of  Christians,  to  which  we  of  this  religious 
society  are  known  to  belong,  cannot  but  feel  that  the 
painful  office  of  conflict  with  other  denominations  is  laid 
upon  him ;  fot,  whilst  we  deny  the  Christian  name  to 
none  who  acknowledge  Jesus  as  their  Saviour  and  Lord, 
we  do  deliberately  believe,  that  by  many  who  confess 
him  his  religion  is  mournfully  disfigured.  We  believe, 
that  piety  at  present  is  robbed  in  no  small  degree  of  its 
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singleness,  energy,  and  happiness,  by  the  multiplication 
in  the  church  of  objects  of  supreme  worship ;  by  the 
division  of  the  one  God  into  three  person^,  who  sustain 
different  relations  to  msmldnd ;  and  above  all  by  the 
dishonorable  views  formed  of  the  moral  character  and 
administration  of  the  Deity,  Errors  relating  to  God 
seem  to  us  among  the  most  pernicious  that  can  grow  up 
among  Christians ;  for  they  darken,  and,  in  the  strong 
language  of  scripture,  ^  turn  into  blood,'  the  Sun  of  the 
Spiritual  Universe.  Around  just  views  of  the  Divine 
Character  all  truths  and  all  virtues  naturally  gather ;  and 
although  some  minds  of  native  irrepressible  vigor  may 
rise  to  greatness,  in  spite  of  dishonorable  conceptions 
of  God,  yet,  as  a  general  rule,  human  nature  cannot 
spread  to  its  just  and  full  proportions  under  their  appal- 
ling, enslaving,  heart-withering  control.  We  discover 
very  plainly,  as  we  think,  in  the  frequent  torpor  of  the 
conscience  and  heart  in  regard  to  religious  obligation, 
the  melancholy  influences  of  that  system,  so  prevalent 
among  us,  which  robs  our  heavenly  Father  of  his  pa- 
rental attributes.  Indeed  it  seems  impossible  for  the 
conscience,  under  such  injurious  representations  of  the 
divine  character,  to  discharge  intelligently  its  solemn 
office  of  enforcing  love  to  God  as  man's  highest  duty ; 
and  accordingly  when  religious  excitements  take  place 
under  this  gloomy  system,  they  bear  the  marks  of  a 
morbid  action,  much  more  than  of  a  healthy,  restorative 
process  of  the  moral  nature. 

These  errors  a  minister  of  liberal  views  of  Christiani- 
ty will  feel  himself  bound  to  withstand.  But  let  me 
not  be  understood,  as  if  I  would  have  the  ministry 
given  chiefly  to  controversy,  and  would  turn  the  pulpit 
into  a  battery  for  the  perpetual  assault  of  adverse  sects. 
Oh  no.     Other  strains  than  those  of  warfare  should 
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predoifiiaate  in  this  sacred  place.  A  roinistef  may  be 
faithful  to  truth,  without  brandishing  perpetually  the 
weapons  of  controversy.  Occasional  discussions  of  dis- 
puted doctrines  are  indeed  demanded  by  the  zeal,  with 
which  errcNT  is  maintained.  But  it  becomes  the  preach- 
er to  remember,  that  there  is  a  silent,  indirect  influence, 
more  sure  and  powerful  than  direct  assault  on  false 
opinions.  The  most  effectual  method  of  expelling  error 
is,  not  to  meet  it  sword  m  hand,  l^ut  gradually  to  instil 
great  truths,  with  which  it  cannot  easily  coexist,  and 
by  which  the  mind  outgrows  it.  Men,  who  have  been 
recovered  from  faflse  systems,  wifN  generally  tell  you,  that 
the  first  step  of  their  deliverance  was  the  admission  of 
some  principle,  which  seemed  .not  to  menace  their  past 
opinions,  but  which  prepared  the  mind  for  the  entrance 
of  another  and  another  truth,  until  they  were  brought, 
almost  without  suspecting  it,  to  look  on  almost  every 
doctrine  of  religion  with  other  eyes,  and  in  another 
and  more  generous  light.  The  old  superstitions  about 
ghosts  and  dreams  were  not  expelled  by  argument,  for 
hardly  a  book  was  written  against  them;  but  men 
gradually  outgrew  them ;  and  the  spectres,  which  had 
haunted  the  terror-stricken  soul  for  ages,  fled  before  an 
improved  philosophy,  just  as  they  were  supposed  to 
vanish  before  the  rising  sun.  And  in  the  same  manner, 
the  errors  which  disfigure  Christianity,  and  from  which 
no  creed  is  free,  are  to  yield  to  the  growth  of  the  human 
mind.  Instead  of  spending  his  strength  in  tracking  and 
refuting  error,  let  the  minister,  who  would  serve  the 
cause  of  truth,  labor  to  gain  and  diffiise  more  and  more 
enlarged  and  lofty  views  of  our  religion,  of  its  nature, 
spirit,  and  end.  Let  him  labor,  to  separate  what  is  of 
universal  and  everlasting  application  from  the  local  and 
the  temporary ;  to  penetrate  beneath  the  letter  to  the 
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spirit;  to  detach  the  pri^iary,  esse»ttal,  and  all-com*' 
prehending  principles  of  Christianity  from  the  incitis- 
tationS)  accidental  associations,  and  subordinate  appen^' 
dages  by  which  they  are  often  obscured ;  and  to  fix  and 
establish  these  in  men's  minds  as  the  standard  by  which 
more  partial  views  are  to  be  tried*  Let  him  especial^ 
ly  set  forth  the  great  moral  purpose  of  Christianity^ 
alw^s  teaching,  that  Christ  came  to  deliver  from  the 
power  still  more  than  from  the  punishment  of  sin ;  thai 
his  most  important  operation  is  within  us ;  and  that  the 
highest  end  of  his  mission,  is  t^ie  erection  of  God's 
throne  in  the  soul,  the  inspiration  of  a  fervent  filial 
piety,  a  piety  founded  in  confiding  news  of  God's  paren- 
tal character,  and  manifested  in  a  charity  corresponding 
to  God's  unbounded  and  ever  active  love.  In  addition 
to  these  efforts,  let  him  strive  to  communicate  the  jusi 
principles  of  interpreting  the  scriptures,  that  men,  read- 
ing  them  more  intelligently,  may  read  them  with  new 
interest,  and  he  will  have  discharged  his  chief  duty  m 
relation  to  controversy. 

It  is  an  interesting  thought,  that,  through  the  influ-* 
ences  now  described,  a  sensible  progress  is  taking  place 
in  men's  conceptions  of  Christianity.  It  is  a  pkad  mat*- 
ter  of  fact^  that  the  hard  features  of  that  religioui» 
system,  which  has  been  *  received  by  tradition  firom  our 
fathers,'  are  greatly  softened ;  and  that  a  necessity  ia 
felt  by  those  who  hold  it,  of  accommodating  their  rep- 
resentations of  it  more  and  more  to  the  improved  phi- 
losophy of  the  human  mind  and  to  the  undeniable 
principles  of  natural  and  revealed  religion.  Uncondi- 
tional Election  is  seldom  heard  of  among  us.^  The 
Imputation  of  Adam's  sin  to  his  posterity  is  hastening 
to  join  the  exploded  doctrine  of  Transubstantiation. 
The  more  revolting  representations  of  man's  state  by 
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nature  are  judiciously  kept  out  of  sight ;  and  what  is  of 
still  greater  importance,  preaching  is  incomparably  more 
practical  than  formerly.  And  all  these  changes  are 
owing,  not  to  theological  controversy,  so  much  as  to 
the  general  progress  of  the  human  mind.  This  pr(^ess 
is  especially  discernible  in  the  diminished  importance 
now  ascribed  to  the  outward  parts  of ,  Christianity. 
Christians,  having  grown  up  to  understand  that  their 
religion  is  a  spirit  and  not  a  form,  are  beginning  to  feel 
the  puerility  as  well  as  guilt  of  breaking  Christ's  follow- 
ers into  factions,  on  such  questions  as  these,  How  much 
a  Bishop  differs  from  a  Presbyter  ?  and.  How  great  a 
quantity  of  water  should  be  used  in  baptism  ?  And 
whilst  they  desire  to  ascertain  the  truth  in  these  par- 
ticulars, they  look  back  on  the  uncharitable  heat,  with 
which  these  and  similar  topics  were  once  discussed, 
with  something  of  the  wonder  which  they  feel,  on  recol- 
lecting the  violence  of  the  Papists  during  the  memorable 
debate,  Whether  the  Virgin  Mary  were  bom  with  origi- 
nal sin  ?  It  is  a  consoling  and  delightful  thought,  that 
God,  who  uses  Christianity  to  advance  civilisation  and 
knowledge,  makes  use  of  this  very  advancement  to  bring 
back  Christianity  to  a  purer  state,  thus  binding  together 
and  carrying  forward  by  mutual  action  the  cause  of 
knowledge  and  the  cause  of  religion,  and  strengthening 
perpetually  their  blended  and  blessed  influences  on 
human  nature. 

lY.  The  age  is  in  many  respects  a  corrupt  one,  and 
needs  and  demands  in  the  ministry  a  spirit  of  reform. 
The  age,  I  say,  is  corrupt ;  not  because  I  consider  it  as 
falling  below  the  purity  of  past  times,  but  because  it  is 
obviously  and  grossly  defective,  when  measured  by  the 
christian  standard  and  by  the  lights  and  advantages 
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which  it  enjoys.     I  know  nothing  to  justify  the  cry  of 
modern  degeneracy,  but  rather  incline  to  the  belief,  that 
here  at  least  the  sense  of  religion  was  never  stronger 
than  at  present.     In  comparing  different  periods  as  to 
virtue  and  piety,  regard  must  be  had  to  difference  of 
circumstances.     It  would  argue  little  wisdom  or  candor, 
to  expect  the  same  freedom  from  luxury  and  dissipation 
in  this  opulent  and  flourishing  community,  as  marked 
the  first  settlement  of  our  country,  when  the  inhabitants, 
scarcely  sheltered  from  the  elements,  and  almost  wholly 
cut  off  from  intercourse  with  the  civilized  world,  could 
command  little  more  than  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and< 
yet  it  is  through  superficial  comparisons  in  such  particu- 
lars, that  the  past  is  often  magnified  at  the  expense  of 
the  present.      I  mean  not  to  strike  a  balance  between<( 
this  age  and  former  ames.     I  look  on  this  age  in  the  light 
of  Christianity,  as  a  minister  ought  to  look  upon  it ;  and/ 
whilst  I  see  much  to  cheer  and  encourage,  I  see  much/ 
to  make  d  good  man  mourn,  and  to  stir  up  Christ's 
servants  to  prayer  and  toil.     That  our  increased  com-/ 
forts,  improved  arts,  and  overflowing  prosperity,  are^ 
often  abused  to  licentiousness;  that  Christianity  is  with< 
multitudes  a  mere  name  and  form;   that  a  practical^ 
atheism,  which  iascribes  to  nature  and  fortune  the  gifts^ 
and  operations  of  God,  and  a  practical  infidelity,  which/ 
lives  and  cares  and  provides  only  for  the  present  state,/ 
abound  on  every  side  of  us ;  that  much,  which  is  calledc 
morality,  springs  from  a  prudent  balancing  of  the  passions^ 
and  a  discreet  regard  to  worldly  interests ;  that  there  isN 
an  insensibility  to  God,  which,  if  our  own  hearts  were-^ 
not  infected  by  it,  would  shock  and  amaze  us ;  that  edu- 
cation, instead  of  guarding  and  rearing  the  moral  and 
religious  nature  as  its  supreme  care,  often  betrays  and 
sacrifices  it  to  accomplishments  and  acquisitions  which 
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relate  only  to  the  present  life ;  that  there  is  a  mournful 
prevalence  of  dissojuteness  among  the  young  and  of  in- 
temperance among  the  poor ;  that  the  very  religion  of 
peace  is  made  a  torch  of  discord ;  and  that  the  fires  of 
uncharitableness  and  bigotry,  fires  kindled  from  kell, 
often  burn  on  altars  consecrated  to  the  true  God ; — that 
such  evils  exist,  who  does  not  know  ?  What  Christian 
can  look  round  him  and  say,  that  the  state  of  society 
corresponds  to  what  men  may  and  should  be,  under  the 
light  of  the  gospel,  and  in  an  age  of  advanced  intelli- 
gence ?  As  for  that  man,  who,  on  surveying  the  world,  ^ 
thinks  its  condition  almost  as  healthy  as  can  be  desired 
or  hoped  ;  who  sees  but  a  few  superficial  blots  on  the 
general  aspect  of  society ;  who  thinks  the  ministry  es« 
tabtished  for  no  higher  end,  than  to  perpetuate  the  pre- 
sent state  of  morals  and  religion  ;  whose  heart  is  never 
burdened  and  sorrow-smitten  by  the  fearful  doom,  to 
which  multitudes  around  him  are  thoughtlessly  hasten- 
ing ;  Oh  let  not  that  man  take  on  him  the  care  of  souls. 
The  physician,  who  should  enter  a  hospital,  to  congrat- 
ulate his  dying  patients  on  their  pleasant  sensations  apd 
rapid  convalescence,  would  be  as  faithful  to  his  trust,  as 
the  minister,  who  sees  no  deep  moral  maladies  around 
him.  No  man  is  fitted  to  withstand  great  evils  with  ener- 
gy, unless  be  be  impressed  by  their  greatness*  No  man  is 
fitted  to  enter  upon  that  warfare  with  moral  evil,  to  which 
the  ministry  is  set  apart,  who  is  not  pained  and  pierced 
;  by  its  extent  and  woes ;  who  does  not  burn  to  witness 
*and  advance  a  great  moral  revolution  in  the  world. 
^  Am  I  told,  that  ^  romantic  expectations  of  great^dym- 
ges  in  society  will  do  more  harm  than  good ;  thapthe 
world  will  move  along  in  its  present  course,  let  the 
ministry  do  what  it  may ;  that  we  must  take  the  present 
state  as  God  has  made  it  and  not  waste  our  strength  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


385 

useless  lamentation  for  incurable  evils  ? '  I  hold  this 
language,  though  it  takes  the  name  of  philosophy,  to  be 
wholly  unwarranted  by  experience  and  revelation.  If 
there  be  ene  striking  feature  in  human  nature,  it  is  its 
susceptibleness  of  improvement ;  and  who  is  authorised 
to  say,  that  the  limit  of  christian  improvement  is  reach- 
ed? fhat  whilst  science  and  art,  intellect  and  imagination, 
are  extending  their  domains,  the  conscience  and  affec- 
tions, the  moral  and  religious  principles  of  our  nature, 
are  incapable  of  increased  power  and  elevation  ?  Have 
we  not  pledges,  in  man's  admiration  of  disinterested, 
heroic  love ;  in  his  power  of  conceiving  and  thirsting 
for  unattained  heights  of  excellence ;  and  in  the  splen- 
dor and  sublimity  of  virtue  already  manifested  in  not  a 
few  who  *  shine  as  lights'  in  the  darkness  of  past  ages, 
that  man  was  created  for  perpetual  moral  and  religious 
progress.  True,  the  minister  should  not  yield  himself 
to  romantic  anticipations ;  for  disappointment  may  de- 
ject him.  Let  him  not  expect  to  break  in  a  moment 
chains  of  habit,  which  years  have  rivetted,  or  to  bring 
back  to  immediate  intimacy  with  God  souls  which  h^ve 
wandered  long  and  far  from  Him.  This  is  romance  ;  but 
there  is  something  to  be  dreaded  by  the  minister  more 
than  this ;  I  mean  that  frigid  tameness  of  mind,  too 
common  in  christian  teachers,  which  confounds  the  ac- 
tual and  the  possible ;  which  cannot  burst  the  shackles 
of  custom  ;  which  never  kindles  at  the  thought  of  great 
improvements  of  human  nature ;  which  is  satisfied  if 
religion  receive  an  outward  respect,  and  never  dreams  of 
enthroning  it  in  men's  souls ;  which  looks  on  the  strong 
holds  of  sin  with  despair ;  which  utters  by  rote  the  sol- 
emn and  magnificent  language  of  the  gospel  without 
expecting  it  to  *  work  mightily ; '  which  sees  in  the 
ministry  a  part  of  the  mechanism  of  society,  a  useful 
33 
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guardian  of  public  order,  but  never  suspects  the  powers- 
with  which  it  is  armed  by  Christianity. 

The  ministry  is  indeed  armed  with  great  powers  for 
great  effects.  The  doctrines,  which  Christianity  com- 
mits to  its  teachers,  are  mighty  engines.  The  perfect 
character  of  God ;  the  tender  and  solemn  attributes, 
which  belong  to  him  as  our  Father  and  Judge;  his 
purposes  of  infinite  and  everlasting  mercy  towards  the 
human  race  ;  the  character  and  history  of  Christ ;  his  en- 
tire, self-immolating  devotion  to  the  cau^  of  mankind ; 
his  intimate  union  with  his  followers ;  his  sufferings,  and 
cross,  ht^  resurrection,  ascension,  and  intercession ;  the 
promised  aids  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  the  immortality  of 
man ;  the  reuibutions  which  await  the  unrepenting,  and 
the  felicities  and  glories  of  heaven,  here  are  truths,  able 
to  move  the  whole  soi^l  and  to  war  victoriously  with  its 
host  of  passions.  The  teacher,  to  whom  are  committed 
the  infinite  realities  of  the  spiritual  world,  the  sanctions 
of  eternity,  '  the  powers  of  the  life  to  come,'  has  instni- 
ments  to  work  with,  which  turn  to  feebleness  all  other 
means  of  influence.  There  is  not  heard  on  earth  a 
voice  so  powerful,  so  penetrating,  as  that  of  an  enlight- 
ened minister,  who,  under  the  absorbing  influence  of 
these  mighty  truths,  devotes  himself  a  living  sacrifice, 
a  whole  burnt  offering,  to  the  cause  of  enlightening  and 
saving  his  fellow  creatures. 

No ;  there  is  no  romance  in  a  minister's  proposing, 
and  hoping  to  forward,  a  great  moral  revolution  on  the 
earth ;  for  the  religion,  which  he  is  appointed  to  preach, 
was  intended  and  is  adapted  to  work  deeply  and  widely, 
and  to  change  the  face  of  society.  Christianity  was 
not  ushered  into  the  world  with  such  a  stupendous  pre- 
paration ;  it  was  not  foreshown  through  so  many  ages 
by  enraptured  prophets ;  it  was  not  proclaimed  so  joy- 
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fully  by  the  songs  of  angels ;  it  was  not  preached  by 
such  holy  lips  and  sealed  by  such  precious  blood,  to  be 
only  a  pageant,  a  form,  a  sound,  a  show.  Oh  no.  It 
has  come  from  heaven,  with  heaven's  life  and  power,— 
come  to  *  make  all  things  new,'  to'  make  *  the  wilder- 
ness glad  and  the  desert  blossom  as  the  rose,'  to  break 
the  stony  heart,  to  set  free  the  guilt-burdened  and 
earth-bound  spirit,  and  to  ^  present  it  faultless  before 
God's  glory  with  exceeding  joy.'  With  courage  and 
hope  becoming  such  a  religion,  let  the  minister  brii^  to 
his  work  his  concentrated  powers  of  intellect  and  affec- 
tion, and  God,  in  whose  cause  he  labors,  will  accompany 
and  crown  the  labor  with  an  almighty  blessing. 

My  brother,  you  are  now  to  be  set  apart  to  the  chris  * 
tian  ministry.  I  bid  you  welcome  to  its  duties,  and  im- 
plore for  you  strength  to  discharge  them,  a  long  and 
prosperous  course,  increasing  success,  and  everlasting 
rewards.  I  also  welcome  you  to  the  connexion  which 
is  this  day  foriined  between  you  and  myself.  I  thank 
God  for  an  associate,  in  whose  virtues  and  endowments 
I  have  the  promise  of  personal  comfort  and  relief,  and, 
still  more,  the  pledges  of  usefulness  to  this  people.  *  I 
have  lived  too  long,  to  expect  unmingled  good  in  this  of 
in  any  relation  of  life ;  nor  am  I  ignorant  of  the  difiScul- 
ties  and  trials,  which  are  thought  to  attend  the  unbn 
of  different  minds  and  different  hands  in  the  care  of  the 
same  church.  God  grant  us  that  singleness  of  purpose, 
that  sincere  concern  for  the  salvation  of  our  hearers, 
which  will  make  the  success  bf  each  the  happiness  of 
both.  I  know,  for  I  have  borne,  the  anxieties  and  suf- 
ferings which  belong  to  the  first  years  of  the  christian 
ministry,  and  I  beg  you  to  avail  yourself  of  whatever  aid 
my  experience  can  give  you.     But  no  human  aid  can 
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lift  every  harden  from  your  mind  ;  nor  would  the  truest 
kindness  desire  for  you  exemption  from  the  universsd 
lot.  May  the  discipline,  which  awaits  you,  give  purity 
and  loftiness  to  your  motives  ;  give  energy  and  tender- 
ness to  your  character,  and  prepare  you  to  minister  to 
the  wants  of  a  tempted  and  afflicted  world  with  that 
sympathy  and  wisdom,  which  fellowship  in  suffering  can 
alone  bestow.  May  you  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  the  ministry,  as  you  grow  in  years  ;  and  when 
the  voice  which  now  speaks  to  you  shall  cease  to  be 
heard  within  these  walls,  may  you,  my  brother,  be  left 
to  enjoy  and  reward  the  confidence,  to  point  out  the 
path  and  the  perils,  to  fortify  the  virtues,  to  animate  the 
piety,  to  comfort  the  sorrows,  to  save  the  souls  of  this 
much  loved  people. 

Brethren  of  this  Christian  Society !  I  rejoice  in  the 
proof,  which  this  day  affords,  of  your  desire  to  secure 
the  administration  of  Christ's  word  and  ordinances  to 
yourselves  and  your  children ;  and  I  congratulate  you  on 
the  prospects  which  it  opens  before  you.  The  recol- 
lections, which  rush  upon  my  mind,  of  your  sjrmpathy 
and  uninterrupted  kindness  through  the  vicissitudes  of 
my  health  and  the  frequent  suspensions  of  my  labors, 
encourage  me  to  anticipate  for  my  young  brother  that 
kindness  and  candor,  on  which  the  happiness  of  a  minis- 
ter so  much  depends.  I  cannot  ask  for  him  sincerer 
attachment,  than  it  has  been  my  lot  to  enjoy.  I  re- 
member, however,  that  the  reciprocation  of  kind  feelings 
is  not  the  highest  end  of  the  ministry ;  and  accordingly 
.my  most  earnest  desire  and  prayer  to  God  is,  that  with 
a  new  pastor,  he  may  send  you  new  influences  of  his 
spirit,  and  that,  through  our  joint  labors,  Christianity, 
being  rooted  in  your  understandings  and  hearts,  may 
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spring  up  into  a  rich  harvest  of  universal  goodness.  May 
a  more  earnest  concern  for  salvation,  and  a  thirst  for 
more  generous  improvement,  be  excited  in  your  breasts. 
May  a  new  life  breathe  through  the  worship  of  this 
house,  and  a  new  love  join  the  hearts  of  the  worshippers. 
May  our  ministry  produce  everlasting  fruits ;  and  on 
that  great  day,  which  will  summon  the  teacher  and  the 
taught  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  may  you,  my 
much  loved  and  respected  people,  be  *  our  joy  and 
crown ;'  and  m^y  we,  when  all  hearts  shall  be  revealed, 
be  seen  to  have  sought  your  good  with  unfeigned  and 
disinterested  love ! 
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DISCOURSE 


AT  THE    DEDICATION    OF   THE    SECOND   CONGREGATIONAL 
TTNTTARIAN  CHUROH.    NEW  YORK,  1606. 


MARK  XII.  99,  30. 


AND  JESC7S  ANSWERED  HIM,  THE  FIRST  OF  ALL  THE  OOMMANDMENTS  IB 
HEAR,  O  ISRAEL  ;  THE  LORD  OUR  GOD  IS  ONE  LORD. 

AND  THOU  SHALT  LOVE  THE  LORD  THT  GOD  WITH  ALL  TH7  HEART,  AND 
WITH  ALL  THY  SOUL,  AND  WITH  ALL  THY  MIND,  AND  WITH  ALL  THY 
errHENGTH.     this  is  the  first  OOMMANDBIENT. 

We  have  assembled  to  dedicate  this  building  to  the 
worship  of  the  only  living  and  true  God,  and  to  the 
teaching  of  the  religion  of  his  son,  Jesus  Christ.  By 
this  act  we  do  not  expect  to  confer  on  this  spot  of  ground 
and  these  walls  any  peculiar  sanctity  or  any  mysterious 
properties.  We  do  not  suppose  that,  in  consequence 
of  rites  now  performed,  the  worship  offered  here  will  be 
more  acceptable,  than  prayer  uttered  in  the  closet,  or 
breathed  from  the  soul  in  the  midst  of  business ;  or  that 
the  instructions  delivered  from  this  pulpit  will  be  more, 
effectual,  than  if  they  were  uttered  in  a  private  dwell- 
ing or  the  open  air.  By  dedication  we  understand  only 
a  solemn  expre;ssion  of  the  purpose  for  which  this  build- 
ing is  reared,  joined  with  prayer  to  Him,  who  alone  can 
crown  our  enterprise  with  success,  that  our  design  may 
be  accepted  and  fulfilled.  For  this  religious  act  we 
find,  indeed,  no  precept  in  the  New  Testament,  and  on 
this  account  some  have  scrupled  as  to  its  propriety. 
But  we  are  not  among  those  who  consider  the  written 
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word  as  a  statute  book,  by  the  letter  of  which  every 
step  in  life  must  be  governed.  We  believe,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  one  of  the  great  excellences  of  Christianity 
is,  that  it  does  not  deal  in  minute  regulation,  but  that, 
having  given  broad  views  of  duty,  and>  enjoined  a  pure 
and  disinterested  spirit,  it  leaves  us  tO' apply  these  rules 
and  express  this  spirit,  according  to  the  promptings  of 
the  divine  monitor  within  us,  and  according  to  the  claims 
and  exigences  of  the  ever  varying  conditions  in  which 
we  are  placed.  We  believe,  too,^  that  revelatipn  is  not 
intended  to  supersede  God^s  other  modes  of  instruction; 
that  it*  is  not  intended  te  drown,  but  to  make  more 
audible,  the  voice  of  nature.  Now  nature  dictates  the 
propriety  of  such  an  act  as  we  are  this  day  assembled 
to  perform.  Nature  has  always  taught  men,  on  the 
completion  of  an  important  structure,  designed  for  public 
and  lasting  good,  to  solemnize  its  first  appropriation  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  reared,  by  some  special 
service.  To  us  there  is  a  sacredness  in  this  moral  in- 
stinct, in  this  law  written  on  the  heart ;  and  in  listening 
reverently  to  God's  dictates,  however  conveyed,  we 
doubt  not  that  we  shall  enjoy  his  acceptan(*.e  and  bles- 
sing. 

I  have  said,  we  dedicate  this  building  to  the  teaching 
of  the  gospel  of  Christ.  But  in  the  present  state  of  the 
christian  church,  these  words  are  not  as  definite  as  they 
one  day  will  be.  This  gospel  is  variously  interpreted. 
It  is  preached  in  various  forms.  Christendom  is  parcel- 
ed out  into  various  sects.  When,  therefore,  we  see  a 
new  house  of  worship  reared,  the  question  immediately 
arises,  To  what  mode  of  teaching  Christianity  is  it  to  be 
devoted  ?  I  need  not  tell  you,  my  hearers,  that  this 
house  has  been  built  by  that  class  of  Christians,  who 
are  called  Unitarians,  and  that  the  gospel  will  here  be 
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taught,  as  interpreted  by  that  body  of  believers.  This 
you  all  know ;  but  perhaps  all  present  have  not  attached 
a  very  precise  meaning  to  the  word,  by  which  our  par- 
ticular views  of  Christianity  are  designated.  Unitari- 
anism  has  been  made  a  term  of  so  much  reproach,  and 
has  been  uttered  in  so  many  tones  of  alarm,  horror,  in- 
dignation, and  scorn,  that  to  many  it  gives  only  a  vague 
impression  of  something  monstrous,  impious,  unuttera- 
bly perilous.  To  such,  I  would  say,  that  this  doctrine, 
which  is  considered  by  some,  as  the  last  and  most  per- 
fect invention  of  Satan,  the  consummation  of  his  blajs- 
phemies,  the  most  cunning  weapon  ever  forged  in  the 
fires  of  hell,  amounts  to  this — That  there  is  One  God, 
even  the  Father  ;  and  that  Jesus  Christ  is  not  this  One 
God,  but  his  son  and  messenger,  who  derived  all  his 
powers  and  glories  from  the  Universal  Parent,  and  who 
came  into  the  world  not  to  claim  supreme  homage  for 
himself,  but  to  carry  up  the  soul  to  his  Father  as  the 
Only  Divine  Person,  the  Only  Ultimate  Object  of  reli- 
gious worship.  To  us,  this  doctrine  seems  not  to  have 
sprung  from  hell,  but  to  have  descended  from  the  throne 
of  God,  and  to  invite  and  attract  us  thither.  To  us  it 
seems  to  come  from  the  scriptures,  with  a  voice  loud  as 
the  sound  of  many  waters,  and  as  articulate  and  clear  as 
if  Jesus,  in  a  bodily  form,  were  pronouncing  it  distinctly 
in  our  ears.  To  this  doctrine,  and  to  Christianity  inter- 
preted in  consistency  with  il,  we  dedicate  this  building. 
That  we  desire  to  propagate  this  doctrine,  we  do  not 
conceal.  It  is  a  treasure,  which  we  wish  not  to  confine 
to  ourselves,  which  we  dare  not  lock  up  in  our  own 
breasts.  We  regard  it  as  given  to  us  for  others,  as  well 
as  for  ourselves.  We  should  rejoice  to  spread  it  through 
this  great  city,  to  carry  it  into  every  dwelling,  and  to  send 
it  far  and  wide  to  the  remotest  settlements  of  our  country. 
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Am  I  asked,  why  we  wish  this  difiusion  ?  We  dare 
not  say,  that  we  are  in  no  degree  influenced  by  sectari- 
an feeling ;  for  we  see  it  raging  around  us,  and  we 
should  be  more  than  men,  were  we  wholly  to  escape  aa 
epidemic  passion.  We  do  hope,  however,  that  our  main 
purpose  and  aim  is  not  sectarian,  but  to  promote  a  purer 
and  nobler  piety  than  now  prevails.  We  are  not  indu* 
ced  to  spread  our  opinions  by  the  mere  conviction  that 
they  are  true ;  for  there  are  many  truths,  historical,  met- 
aphysical, scientific,  literary,  which  we  have  no  anxiety 
to  propagate.  We  regard  them  as  the  highest,  most 
important,  most  efficient  truths,  and  therefore  demand- 
ing a  firm  testimony,  and  earnest  efforts  to  make  them 
known.  In  thus  speaking,  we  do  not  mean,  that  we 
regard  our  peculiar  views  as  essential  to  salvation.  Far 
from  us  be  this  spirit  of  exclusion,  the  very  spirit  of 
antichrist,  the  worst  of  all  the  delusions  of  popery  and 
of  protestantism.  We  hold  nothing  to  be  essential,  but 
the  simple  and  supreme  dedication  of  the  mind,  heart, 
and  life  to  God  and  to  his  will.  This  inward  and  prac- 
tical devotedness  to  the  Supreme  Being,  we  are  assured, 
is  attained  and  accepted  under  all  the  forms  of  Christi- 
anity. We  believe,  however,  that  it  is  favored  by  that 
truth  which  we  maintain,  as  by  no  other  system  of  faith. 
We  regard  Unitarianism  as  peculiarly  the  friend  of  in- 
ward, living,  practical  religion.  For  this  we  value  it 
For  this  we  would  spread  it ;  and  we  desire  none  to 
embrace  it,  but  such  as  shall  seek  and  derive  from  it 
this  celestial  influence. 

This  character  and  property  of  Unitarian  Christian- 
ity, Its  fitness  to  promote  true,  deep,  and  living  piety, 
being  our  chief  ground  of  attachment  to  it,  and  our 
chief  motive  for  dedicating  this  house  to  its  inculcation, 
I  have  thought  proper  to  make  this  the  topic  of  my 
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present  discourse.  I  do  not  propose  to  prove  the  truth 
of  Unitarianism  by  scriptural  authorities,  for  this  argu- 
ment would  exceed  the  limits  of  a  sermon,  but  to  show 
its  superior  tendency  to  form  an  elevated  religious  char- 
acter. If,  however,  this  position  can  be  sustained,  I 
shall  have  contributed  no  weak  argument  in  support  of 
the  truth  of  our  views ;  for  the  chief  purpose  of  Christi- 
anity undoubtedly  is,  to  promote  piety,  to  bring  us  to 
God,  to  fill  our  souls  with  that  Great  Being,  to  make 
us  alive  to  Him ;  and  a  religious  system  can  carry  no 
more  authentic  mark  of  a  divine  original,  than  its  obvi- 
ous, direct,  and  peculiar  adaptation  to  quicken  and  raise 
the  mind  to  its  Creator. — In  speaking  thus  of  Unitarian 
Christianity  as  promoting  piety,  I  ought  to  observe^ 
that  I  use  this  word  in  its  proper  and  highest  sense. 
I  mean  not  everything  which  bears  the  name  of  piety^ 
for  under  this  title  superstition,  fanaticism,  and  formality 
are  walking  abroad  and  claiming  respect.  I  mean  not 
an  anxious  frame  of  mind,  not  abject  and  slavish  fear, 
not  a  dread  of  hell,  not  a  repetition  of  forms,  not  church- 
going,  not  loud  profession,  not  severe  censure  of  others' 
irreligion ;  but  filial  love  and  reverence  towards  God, 
habitual  gratitude,  cheerful  trust,  ready  obedience,  and, 
though  last  not  least,  an  imitation  of  the  ever  active 
and  unbounded  benevolence  of  the  Creator. 

The  object  of  this  discourse  requires  me  to  speak 
with  great  fireedom  of  different  systems  of  religion. 
But  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  not  the  un- 
charitableness,  which  I  condemn,  be  lightly  laid  to  my 
charge.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  I  speak  only  of 
systems,  not  of  those  who  embrace  them.  In  setting 
forth  with  all  simplicity  what  seem  to  me  the  good  or 
bad  tendencies  of  doctrines,  I  have  not  a  thought  of 
giving  standards  or  measures  by  which  to  estimate  the 
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Tirtue  or  vice  of  their  professors.  Nothing  would  be 
more  unjust,  than  to  decide  on  men's  characters  from 
their  peculiarities  of  faith ;  and  the  reason  is  plain. 
Such  peculiarities  are  not  the  onlj  causes  which  im- 
press and  determine  the  mind.  Our  nature  is  exposed 
to  innumerable  other  influences.  If  indeed  a  man  w«re 
to  know  nothing  but  his  creed,  were  to  meet  with  no 
human  beings  but  those  who  adopt  it,  were  to  see  ih) 
example  and  to  hear  no  conversation,  but  such  as  were 
formed  by  it ;  if  his  creed  were  to  meet  him  everywhere, 
and  to  exclude  every  other  object  of  thought ;  then  his 
character  might  be  expected  to  answer  to  it  with  great 
precision.  But  our  Creator  has  not  shut  us  op  in  so 
narrow  a  school.  The  mind  is  exposed  to  an  infinite 
variety  of  influences,  and  these  are  multiplying  with  the 
progress  of  society.  Education,  friendship,  neighbour- 
hood, public  opinion,  the  state  of  society,  '  the  gennis 
of  the  place '  where  we  live,  books,  events,  the  pleas- 
ures and  business  of  life,  the  outward  creation,  our 
physical  temperament,  and  innumerable  other  causes, 
are  perpetually  pouring  in  upon  the  soul  thoughts,  views, 
and  emotions ;  and  these  influences  are  so  complicated, 
so  peculiarly  combined  in  the  case  of  every  individual, 
and  so  modified  by  the  original  susceptibilities  and  con- 
stitution of  every  mind,  that  on  no  subject  is  there 
greater  uncertainty  than  on  the  formation  of  character. 
To  determine  the  precise  operation  of  a  religious 
c^miion  amidst  this  host  of  influences  surpasses  human 
power.  A  great  truth  may  be  completely  neutralized 
by  the  countless  impressions  and  excitements,  which  the 
mind  receives  from  other  sources ;  and  so  a  great  error 
may  be  disarmed  of  much  of  its  power,  by  the  superieor 
energy  of  other  and  better  views,  of  early  habits,  and  of 
virtuous  examples.     Nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
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see  a  doctrine  believed  without  swaying  the  will.  Iti 
efficacy  depends,  not  on  the  assent  of  the  intellect,  but 
on  the  place  which  it  occupies  in  the  thoughts^  on  the 
distinctness  and  vividness  with  which  it  is  conceived, 
on  it.<?  association  with  our  common  ideas,  on  its  fre- 
quency of  recurrence,  and  on  its  command  of  the  atten- 
tion, without  which  it  has  no  life.  Accordingly,  pernio 
•  oious  opinions  are  not  seldom  held  by  men  of  the  most 
illustrious  virtue.  I  mekn  not  then,  in  commending  or 
ccmdemning  systems,  to  pass  sentence  on  their  profes- 
sors* I  know  the  power  of  the  mind  to  select  from  a 
multifarious  system,  for  its  habitual  use,  those  features 
or  principles  which  are  generous,  pure,  and  ennobling, 
afid  by  these,  to  sustain  its  spiritual  life  amidst  the 
nominal  profession  of  many  errors.  I  know  that  a 
creed  is  one  thing,  as  written  in  a  book,  and  another, 
as  it  exists  in  the  minds  of  its  advocates.  In  the  book, 
all  the  doctrines  appear  in  equally  strong  and  legible 
lines.  In  the  mind,  many  are  faintly  traced  and  sel- 
dom recurred  to,  whilst  others  are  inscribed  as  with 
sunbeams,  and  are  the  chosen,  constant  lights  of  the 
soul.  Hence,  in  good  men  of  opposing  denominations, 
a  real  agreement  may  subsist  as  to  their  vital  principles 
of  faith ;  and  amidst  the  division  of  tongues,  there  may 
be  unity  of  soul,  and  the  same  internal  worship  of  God. 
By  these  remarks  I  do  not  mean,  that  error  is  not  evil, 
or  that  it  bears  no  pernicious  fruit.  Its  tendencies  are 
always  bad.  But  1  mean,  that  these  tendencies  exert 
themselves  amidst  so  many  counteracting  influences ; 
and  that  injurious  opinions  so  often  lie  dead,  through 
the  want  of  mixture  with  the  common  thoughts,  through 
the  mind's  not  absorbing  them,  and  changing  them  into 
its  own  substance ;  that  the  highest  respect  may,  and 
ought  to  be  cherished  for  men,  in  whose  creed  we  find 
34 
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much  to  disapprove.  In  this  discourse  I  shall  speak 
freely,  and  some  may  say  severely,  of  Trinitarianism  ; 
but  I  love  and  honor  not  a  few  of  its  advocates ;  and  in 
opposing  what  I  deem  their  error,  I  would  on  no  account 
detract  from  their  worth.  After  these  remarks,  I  hope 
that  the  language  of  earnest- discussion  and  strong  con- 
viction will  not  be  construed  into  the  want  of  that 
charity,  which  I  acknowledge  as  the  £rst  grace  of  our 
religion. 

I  now  proceed  to  illustrate  and  prove  the  superiority 
of  Unitarian  Christianity,  as  a  means  of  promoting  a 
deep  and  noble  piety. 

I.  Unitarianism  is  a  system  most  favorable  to  piety, 
because  it  presents  to  the  mind  One,  and  only  one,  Infi- 
nite Person,  to  whom  supreme  homage  is  to  be  paid. 
It  does  not  weaken  the  energy  of  religious  sentiment  by 
dividing  it  among  various  objects.  It  collects  and  con- 
centrates the  soul  on  One  Father  of  unbounded,  undivi- 
ded, unrivalled  glory.  To  Him  it  teaches  the  mind  to 
rise  through  all  beings.  Around  Him  it  gathers  all  the 
splendors  of  the  universe.  To  Him  it  teaches  us  to  as- 
cribe whatever  good  we  receive  or  behold,  the  beauty 
and  magnificence  of  nature,  the  liberal  gifts  of  provi- 
dence, the  capacities  of  the  soul,  the  bonds  of  society,, 
and  especially  the  riches  of  grace  and  redemption,  the 
mission,  and  powers,  and  beneficent  influences  of  Jesus 
Christ.  All  happiness  it  traces  up  to  the  Father,  as  the 
sole  source  ;  and  the  mind,  which  these  views  have  pen- 
etrated, through  this  intimate  association  of  everything 
exciting  and  exalting  in  the  universe  with  One  Infinite 
Parent,  can  and  does  offer  itself  up  to  him  with  the  in- 
tensest  and  profoundest  love,  of  which  human  nature  is 
susceptible.  The  Trinitarian  indeed  professes  to  be- 
lieve in  one  God  and  means  to  hold  fast  this  truth.     But 
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three  persons,  having  distinctive  qualities  and  relatimis, 
of  whom  one  is  sent  and  another  the  sender,  one  is  given 
and  another  the  giver,  of  whom  one  intercedes  and 
another  hears  the  intercession,  of  whom  one  takes  flesh, 
and  another  never  becomes  incarnate,  three  persons, 
thus  discriminated,  are  as  truly  three  objects  of  the 
mind,  as  if  thej  were  acknowledged  to  be  separate 
divinities ;  and  from  the  principles  of  our  nature,  they 
cannot  act  on  the  mind  as  deeply  and  powerfully  as  One 
Infinite  Person,  to  whose  sole  goodness  all  happiness  is 
ascribed.  To  multiply  infinite  objects  for  the  heart,  is 
to  distract  it.  To  scatter  the  attention  among  three 
equal  persons,  is  to  impair  the  power  of  each.  The 
more  strict  and  absolute  the  unity  of  God,  the  more 
easily  and  intimately  all  the  impressions  and  emotions  of 
piety  flow  together,  and  are  condensed  into  one  glowing 
thought,  one  thrilling  love.  No  language  can  express 
the  absorbing  energy  of  the  thought  of  one  Infinite  Fa- 
ther. When  vitally  implanted  in  the  soul,  it  grows  and 
gains  strength  forever.  It  enriches  itself  by  every  new 
view  of  God's  word  and  works ;  gathers  tribute  from 
all  regions  and  all  ages ;  and  attracts  into  itself  all  the 
rays  of  beauty,  glory,  and  joy,  in  the  material  and 
spiritual  creation. 

My  hearers,  as  you  would  feel  the  full  influence  of 
God  upon  your  souls,  guard  sacredly,  keep  unobscured 
and  unsullied,  that  fundamental  and  glorious  truth,  that 
there  is  One,  and  only  One  Almighty  Agent  in  the  uni- 
verse. One  Infinite  Father.  Let  this  truth  dwell  in  me 
in  its  uncorrupted  simplicity,  and  I  have  the  spring  and 
nutriment  of  an  ever  growing  piety.  I  have  an  object 
for  my  mind  towards  which  all  things  bear  me.  I  know 
whither  to  go  in  all  trial,  whom  to  bless  in  all  joy,  whom 
to  adore  in  all  I  behold.     But  let  three  persons  claim 
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from  me  supreme  homage,  and  claim  it  on  difTerent 
grounds,  one  for  sending  and  another  for  coming  to  my 
relief,  and  I  am  divided,  distracted,  perplexed.  My  frail 
intellect  is  overborne.  Instead  of  One  Father,  on  whose 
arm  I  can  rest^  my  mind  is  torn  from  object  to  object,  and 
I  tremble,  lest,  among  so  many  claimants  of  supreme 
love,  I  should  withhold  from  one  or  another  his  due. 

II.  Unitarianism  is  the  system  most  favorable  to 
piety,  because  it  holds  forth  and  preserves  ]nviolat^  the 
spirituality  of  God.  *  God  is  a  spirit,  and  they  that 
worship  him  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth.' 
It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  progress  and  elevation 
of  the  religious  principle,  that  we  should  refine  more 
and  more  our  conceptions  of  God ;  that  we  should  sepa- 
rate from  him  all  material  properties,  and  whatever  is 
limited  or  imperfect  in  our  own  nature ;  that  we  should 
regard  him  as  a  pure  intelligence,  an  unmixed  and  infi- 
nite Mind.  When  it  pleased  God  to  select  the  Jewish 
people  and  place  them  under  miraculous  interpositions, 
one  of  the  first  precepts  given  them  was,  that  they 
should  not  represent  God  under  any  bodily  form,  any 
graven  image,  or  the  likeness  of  any  creature.  Next 
came  Christianity,  which  had  this  as  one  of  its  great 
objects,  to  render  religion  still  more  spiritual,  by  abol- 
ishing the  ceremonial  and  outward  worship  of  former 
times,  and  by  discarding  those  grosser  modes  of  des- 
cribing God,  through  which  the  ancient  prophets  had 
sought  to  impress  an  unrefined  people. 

Now  Unitarianism  concurs  with  this  sublime  moral 
purpose  of  God.  It  asserts  his  spirituality.  It  ap- 
proaches him  under  no  bodily  form,  but  as  a  pure  spirit, 
as  the  infinite  and  universal  Mind.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  the  direct  influence  of  Trinitarianism  to  materialize 
men's  conceptions  of  God  ;  and,  in  truth,  this  system  is 
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a  relapse  into  the  error  of  the  rudest  and  earliest  ages, 
into  the  worship  of  a  corporeal  Grod.  Its  leading  fea- 
ture is,  the  doctrine  of  a  God  clothed  with  a  body,  and 
acting  and  speaking  through  a  material  frame,— of  the 
Infinite  Divinity  djring  an.  a  cross ;  a  doctrine,  which  in 
earthliness  reminds  us  of  the  mythology  of  the  rudest 
pagans,  and  which  a  pious  Jew,  in  the  twilight  of  the 
Mosaic  religion,  would  have  shrunk  from  with  horror. 
It  seems  to  me  no  small  objection  to  the  Trinity,  that 
it  supposes  God  to  take  a  body  in  the  later  and  more 
improved  ages  of  the  world,  when  it  is  plain,  that  such 
a  manifestation,  if  needed  at  all,  was  peculiarly  required 
in  the  infancy  of  the  race.  The  effect  of  such  a  system 
in  debasing  the  idea  of  God,  in  associating  with  the 
Divinity  human  passions  and  infirmities,  is  too  obvious 
to  need  much  elucidation.  On  the  supposition  that  the 
second  person  of  the  Trinity  became  incarnate,  God 
may  be  said  to  be  a  material  being,  on  the  same  general 
ground,  on  which  this  is  affirmed  of  man ;  for  man  is 
material  only  by  the  union  of  the  mind  with  the  body ; 
and  the  very  meaning  of  incarnation  is,  that  God  took 
a  body,  through  which  be  acted  and  spoke,  as  the  hu- 
man soul  operates  through  its  corporeal  organs.  Every 
bodily  affection  may  thus  be  ascribed  to  God.  Accord- 
ingly the  Trinitarian,  in  his  most  solemn  act  of  adora- 
tion, is  heard  to  pray  in  these  appalling  words :  ^  Good 
Lord,  deliver  us ;  by  the  mystery  of  thy  holy  incarna- 
tion, by  thy  holy  nativity  and  circumcision,  by  thy  bap- 
tism, fasting,  and  temptation,  by  thine  agony  and  bloody 
sweat,  by  thy  cross  and  passion,  good  Lord,  deliver  us.' 
Now  I  ask  you  to  judge,  from  the  principles  of  human 
nature,  whether  to  worshippers,  who  adore  their  God 
for  his  wounds  and  tears,  his  agony,  and  blood,  and 
sweat,  the  ideas  of  corporeal  existence  and  human  suf- 
34* 
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fering  will  not  predominate  over  the  conceptions  of  a 
purely  spiritual  essence ;  whether  the  mind,  in  clinging 
to  the  man,  will  not  lose  the  God ;  whether  a  surer 
method  for  depressing  and  adulterating  the  pure  thought 
of  the  Divinity  could  have  been  devised.  That  the 
Trinitarian  is  unconscious  of  this  influence  of  his  faith, 
I  know,  nor  do  I  charge  it  on  him  as  a  crime.  Still  it 
exists  and  cannot  be  too  much  deplored. 

^  The  Roman  Catholics,  true  to  human  nature  and 
their  creed,  have  sought,  by  painting  and  statuary,  to 
bring  their  imagined  God  before  their  eyes ;  and  have 
thus  obtained  almost  as  vivid  impressions  of  him,  as  if 
they  had  lived  with  him  on  the  earth.  The  Protestant 
condemns  them  for  using  these  similitudes  and  represen- 
tations in  the^r  worship ;  but  if  a  Trinitarian,  he  does  so 
to  his  own  condemnation.  For  if,  as  he  believes,  it  was 
once  a  duty  to  bow  in  adoration  before  the  living  body 
of  his  incarnate  God,  what  possible  guilt  can  there  be 
in  worshipping  before  the  pictured  or  sculptured  memo- 
rial of  the  same  being  ?  Christ's  body  may  as  truly  be 
represented  by  the  artist,  as  any  other  human  form ;  and 
its  image  may  be  used  as  effectually  and  properly,  as 
that  of  an  ancient  sage  or  hero,  to  recall  him  with  viv- 
idness to  the  mind. — Is  it  said,  that  God  has  expressly 
forbidden  the  use  of  images  in  our  worship  ?  But  why 
was  that  prohibition  laid  on  the  Jews  ?  .For  this  ex- 
press reason,  that  God  had  not  presented  himself  to 
them  in  any  form,  which  admitted  of  representation. 
Hear  the  language  of  Moses :  '  Take  good  heed  lest  ye 
make  you  a  graven  image,  for  ye  saw  no.  manner  of 
similitude  on  the  day  that  the  Lord  spake  unto  you  in 
Horeb  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire.'  *     If,  since  that 

*  Deot.  IT.  15,  16. — ^The  arrangement  of  the  text  is  t  little  changed,  to  pat  the 
reedor  immediately  in  poaMinon  of  the  meaning. 
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period,  God  has  taken  a  body,  then  the  reason  of  the 
prohibition  has  ceased ;  and  if  he  took  a  body,  among 
other  purposes,  that  he  might  assist  the  weakness  of 
the  intellect,  which  needs  a  material  form,  then  a  statue, 
which  lends  so  great  an  aid  to  the  conception  of  an  ab* 
sent  friend,  is  not  only  justified,  but  seems  to  be  required* 
This  materializing  and  embodying  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  which  is  the  essence  of  Trinitarianism,  cannot 
but  be  adverse  to  a  growing  and  exalted  piety.  Hu- 
man and  divine  properties,  being  confounded  in  one 
being,  lose  their  distinctness.  The  splendors  of  the 
Godhead  are  dimmed.  The  worshippers  of  an  incar- 
nate Deity,  through  the  frailty  of  their  nature,  are 
strongly  tempted  to  fasten  chiefly  on  his  human  attri- 
butes ;  and  their  devotion,  instead  of  rising  to  the  Infi- 
nite God,  and  taking  the  peculiar  character  which  In- 
finity inspires,  becomes  rather  a  human  affection,  bor- 
rowing much  of  its  fervor  from  the  ideas  of  suffering, 
blood,  and  death.  It  is  indeed  possible,  that  this  God- 
man  (to  use  the  strange  phraseology  of  Trinitarians) 
may  excite  the  mind  more  easily,  than  a  purely  spirit- 
ual divinitjr ;  just  as  a  tragedy,  addressed  to  the  eye 
and  ear,  will  interest  the  multitude  more  than  the  con- 
templation of  the  most  exalted  character.  But  the 
emotions,  which  are  the  most  easily  roused,  are  not  the 
profoundest  or  most  enduring.  This  human  love,  in- 
spired by  a  human  God,  though  at  first  more  fervid, 
cannot  grow  and  spread  through  the  soul,  like  the  reve- 
rential attachment,  which  an  infinite,  spiritual  Father 
awakens.  Refined  conceptions  of  God,  though  more 
slowly  attained,  have  a  more  quickening  and  all-per- 
vading energy,  and  admit  of  perpetual  accessions  of 
brightness,  life,  and  strength. 
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True,  we  shall  be  told,  that  Trinitarianism  has  con- 
rerted  only  one  of  its  three  persons  into  a  human  Deity^ 
and  that  the  other  two  remain  purely  spiritual  beings. 
But  who  does  not  know,  that  man  will  attach  himself 
most  strongly  to  the  God  who  has  become  a  man  ?  Is 
not  this  even  a  duty,  if  the  Divinity  has  taken  a  body 
to  place  himself  within  the  reach  of  human  comprehen- 
sion and  sympathy  ?  That  the  Trinitarian's  views  of 
the  Divinity  will  be  colored  more  by  his  visible,  tangi- 
ble, corporeal  God,  than  by  those  persons  of  the  Trin- 
ity, who  remain  comparatively  hidden  in  their  invisible 
and  spiritual  essence,  is  so  accordant  with  the  princi- 
ples of  our  nature,  as  to  need  no  labored  proof. 

My  friends,  hold  fast  the  doctrine  of  a  purely  spiritual 
divinity.  It  is  one  of  the  great  supports  and  instru- 
ments of  a  vital  piety.  It  brings  God  near,  as  no  other 
doctrine  can.  One  of  the  leading  purposes  of  Christi- 
anity, is  to  give  us  an  ever  growing  sense  of  God's  im- 
mediate presence,  a  consciousness  of  him  in  our  souls. 
Now  just  as  far  as  corporeal  or  limited  attributes  enter 
into  our  conception  of  him,  we  remove  him  from  us. 
He  becomes  an  outward,  distant  being,  instetd  of  being 
viewed  and  felt  as  dwelling  in  the  soul  itself.'  It  is  an 
unspeakable  benefit  of  the  doctrine  of  a  purely  spiritual 
God,  that  he  can  be  regarded  as  inhabiting,  filling  our 
spiritual  nature ;  and  through  this  union  with  our  minds, 
he  can  and  does  become  the  object  of  an  intimacy  and 
friendship,  such  as  no  embodied  being  can  call  forth. 

III.  Unitarianism  is  the  system  most  favorable  to 
piety,  because  it  presents  a  distinct  and  intelligible 
object  of  worship,  a  being,  whose  nature,  whilst  inex- 
pressibly sublime,  is  yet  simple  and  suited  to  human 
apprehension.     An  infinite  Father  is  the  most  exalted 
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of  all  conceptions,  and  yet  the  least  perplexing.  It 
inrolves  no  incopgnious  ideas*  It  is  illastrated  by 
analogies  from  our  own  nature.  It  coincides  with  that 
fundamental  law  of  the  intellect,  through  which  we 
demand  a  cause  proportioned  to  effects.  It  is  also  as 
faiteresting  as  it  is  rational ;  so  that  it  is  peculiarly  coat 
genial  with  the  improred  mind.  The  sublime  simplici* 
ty  of  God,  %3  he  is  taught  in  Unitarianism,  by  relieving 
the  understanding  from  perplexity,  and  by  placing  him 
within  the  reach  of  thought  and  affection,  gives  him 
peculiar  power  over  the  soul.  Trinitarianism,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  a  riddle.  Men  call  it  a  mystery ;  but  it 
is  mysterious,  not  like  the  great  truths  of  religion,  by 
its  vastness  and  grandeur,  but  by  the  irreconcilable 
ideas  which  it  involves.  One  God,  consisting  of  three 
persons  or  agents,  is  so  strange  a  being,  so  unlike  our 
own  minds,  and  all  others  with  which  we  hold  inter- 
course, is  so  misty,  so  incongruous,  so  contradictory, 
that  be  cannot  be  apprehended  with  that  distinctness 
and  that  feeling  of  reality,  which  belong  to  the  opposite 
system.  Such  a  heterogeneous  being,  who  is  at  the 
same  moment  one  and  many ;  who  includes  in  his  own 
nature  the  relations  of  Father  and  Son,  or,  in  other 
words,  is  Father  and  Son  to  himself;  who,  in  one  of 
his  persons,  is  at  the  same  moment  the  supreme  God 
and  a  mortal  man,  omniscient  and  ignorant,  almighty 
and  impotent ;  such  a  being  is  certainly  the  most  puz- 
zling and  distracting  object  ever  presented  to  human 
thought.  Trinitarianism,  iAstead  of  teaching  an  intel- 
ligible God,  offers  to  the  mind  a  strange  compound  of 
hostile  attributes,  bearing  plain  marks  of  those  ages  of 
darkness,  when  Christianity  shed  but  a  faint  ray,  and 
the  diseased  fancy  teemed  with  prodigies  and  unnatural 
creations.     In   contemplating  a   being,  who  presents 
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such  different  and  inconsistent  aspects,  the  mind  finds 
nothing  to  rest  upon ;  and  instead  of  receiving  distinct 
and  harmonious  impressions,  is  disturbed  by  shifting, 
unsettled  images.  To  commune  with  such  a  being 
must  be  as  hard,  as  to  converse  with  a  man  of  three 
different  countenances,  speaking  with  three  different 
tongues.  The  believer  in  this  system  must  forget  it, 
when  he  prays,  or  he  could  find  no  repose  in  devotion. 
Who  can  compare  it  in  distinctness,  reality,  and  power, 
with  the  simple  doctrine  of  One  Infinite  Father  ? 

lY.  Unitarianism  promotes  a  fervent  and  enlightened 
-  piety,  by  asserting  the  absolute  and  unbounded  perfec- 
tion of  God's  character.  This  is  the  highest  service 
which  can  be  rendered  to  mankind.  Just  and  generous 
conceptions  of  the  Divinity  are  the  soul's  true  wealth. 
To  spread  these,  is  to  contribute  more  effectually,  than 
by  any  other  agency,  to  the  progress  and  happiness  of 
the  intelligent  creation.  To  obscure  God's  glory  is  to 
do  greater  wrong,  than  to  blot  out  the  sun.  The  char- 
acter and  influence  of  a  religion  must  answer  to  the 
views  which  it  gives  of  the  Divinity ;  and  there  is  a 
plain  tendency  in  that  system,  which  manifests  the 
divine  perfections  most  resplendently,  to  awaken  the 
stiblimest  and  most  blessed  piety. 

Now  Trinitarianism  has  a  fatal  tendency  to  degrade 
the  character  of  the  Supreme  Being,  though  its  advo- 
cates, I  am  sure,  intend  no  such  wrong.  By  multiplying 
divine  persons,  it  takes  from  each  the  glory  of  indepen- 
dent, aJl-sufficient,  absolute  perfection.  This  may  be 
shown  in  various  particulars.  And  in  the  first  place,  the 
very  idea,  that  three  persons  in  the  divinity  are  in  any 
degree  important,  implies  and  involves  the  imperfection 
of  each ;  for  it  is  plain,  that  if  one  divine  person  posses- 
ses all  possible  power,  wisdom,  love,   and  happiness. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


407 

nothing  will  be  gained  to  himself  or  to  the  creation  by 
joining  with  him  two,  or  two  hundred  other  persons. 
To  say  that  he  needs  others  for  any  purpose  or  in  any 
degree,  is  to  strip  him  of  independent  and  all-sufficient 
majesty.  If  our  Father  in  Heaven,  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  is  not  of  himself  sufficient  to 
all  the  wants  of  his  creation  ;  if,  by  his  union  with  other 
persons,  he  can  accomplish  any  good  to  which  he  is  not 
of  himself  equal ;  or  if  he  thus  acquires  a  claim  to  the 
least  degree  of  trust  or  hope,  to  which  he  is  not  of  him- 
self entitled  by  his  own  independent  attributes ;  then  it 
is  plain,  he  is  not  a  being  of  infinite  and  absolute  per- 
fection. Now  Trinitarianism  teaches,  that  the  highest 
good  accrues  to  the  human  race  from  the  existence  of 
three  divine  persons,  sustaining  different  offices  and 
relations  to  the  world ;  and  it  regards  the  Unitarian,  as 
subverting  the  foundation  of  human  hope,  by  asserting 
that  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  is  alone 
and  singly  God.  Thus  it  derogates  from  his  infinite 
glory. 

In  the  next  place,  Trinitarianism  degrades  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Supreme  Being,  by  laying  its  disciples  under 
the  necessity  of  making  such  a  distribution  of  offices  and 
relations  among  the  three  persons,  as  will  serve  to  de- 
signate and  distinguish  them  ;  for  in  this  way  it  inter- 
feres with  the  sublime  conceptions  of  One  Infinite 
Person,  in  whom  all  glories  are  concentred.  If  we  are 
required  to  worship  three  persons,  we  must  view  them 
in  different  lights,  or  they  will  be  mere  repetitions  of 
each  other,  mere  names  and  sounds,  presenting  no 
objects,  conveying  no  meaning  to  the  mind.  Some 
appropriate  character,  some  peculiar  acts,  feelings,  and 
relations  must  be  ascribed  to  each.  In  other  words, 
the  glory  of  all  must  be  shorn,  that  some  special  distin- 
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guiskiog  lustre  may  be  thrown  on  each.  Accordinglyi 
creatkm  is  associated  peculiarly  with  the  conception  of 
the  Father ;  satisfaction  for  human  guilt  with  that  o[ 
the  Sod  ;  whilst  sanetiAcation,  the  noblest  work  of  all, 
is  given  to  the  Holy  Spirit  as  his  more  particular  work* 
fiyastill  more  fatal  distribution,  the  work  of  justice,  the 
office  oi  rindicating  the  rights  of  the  Divinity,  falls  pe- 
culi^y  ito  the  Father,  whilst  the  loveliness  of  iMterposing 
BKrcy  dodies  peculiarly  the  person  of  the  Son.  By 
this  unhappy  influence  of  Trinitarianism,  firom  which 
coounon  minds  a^  least  cannot  escape,  the  sfdeodors  of 
die  <jBodhead,  being  scattered  among  three  objects,  in- 
stead of  being  imitad  in  One  lo&nite  Father,  are  dimmed; 
smd  he,  nrhose  mind  is  tkoroughly  and  practically  pos- 
sessed by  this  system^  can  hardly  conceive  tb^  eflulg^nce 
of  glory  in  which  the  One  Ood  ofiers  Umself  to  a  pious 
beUever  in  his  strict  unity. 

But  the  worst  has  not  been  told.  I  observe,  then, 
in  the  durd  place,  that  if  Three  Divine  Persons  9xe  he^ 
Heved  in,  such  an  administration  or  government  of  the 
world  must  be  ascribed  to  them,  as  will  furnish  them 
with  a  sphere  of  operation.  No  man  will  admit  three 
peorsons  into  his  creed,  without  finding  a  u^  for  them. 
Now  it  is  an  obvious  remark,  that  a  system  of  the  uni- 
verse, which  involves  and  demands  more  than  one  Infi- 
nite Agent,  must  be  wild,  extravagant,  and  unworthy 
the  perfect  God ;  because  there  is  no  possible  or  con- 
ceivable good,  to  which  such  an  agent  is  not  adequate. 
Accordingly  we  find  Trinitarianism  connecting  itself 
with  a  scheme  of  administration,  exceedingly  derogato- 
ry to  the  divine  character.  It  teaches,  that  the  Infinite 
Father  saw  fit  to  put  into  the  hands  of  our  first  parents 
the  character  and  condition  of  their  whole  progeny ;  and 
thart,  through  one  act  of  disobedience,  the  whole  race 
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bring  with  them  into  being  a  corrupt  nature,  or  are  born 
depraved.  It  teaches,  that  the  offences  of  a  short  life, 
though  begun  and  spent  under  this  disastrous  influence, 
merit  endless  punishment,  and  that  God's  law  threatens 
this  infinite  penalty  ;  and  that  man  is  thus  burdened  with 
a  guilt,  which  no  sufferings  of  the  created  universe  can 
expiate,  which  nothing  but  the  sufferings  of  an  Infinite 
Being  can  purge  away.  In  this  condition  of  human 
nature,  Trinitarianism  finds  a  sphere  of  action  for  its 
different  persons.  I  am  aware  that  some  Trinitarians, 
on  hearing  this  statement  of  their  system,  may  reproach 
me  with  ascribing  to  them  the  errors  of  Calvinism,  a 
system  which  they  abhor  as  much  as  ourselves.  But 
none  of  the  peculiarities  of  Calvinism  enter  into  this 
exposition.  I  have  given  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
leading  features  of  Trinitarianism  all  the  world  over ; 
and  the  benevolent  professors  of  that  faith,  who  recoil 
from  this  statement,  must  blame  not  the  preacher,  but 
the  creeds  and  establishments  by  which  these  doctrines 
are  diffused.  For  ourselves,  we  look  with  horror  and 
grief  on  the  views  of  God's  government,  which  are 
naturally  and  intimately  united  with  Trinitarianism. 
They  take  from  us  our  Father  in  heaven,  and  substitute 
a  stern  and  unjust  lord.  Our  filial  love  and  reverence 
rise  up  against  them.  We  say  to  the  Trinitarian,  touch 
anything  but  the  perfections  of  God.  Cast  no  stain  on 
that  spotless  purity  and  loveliness.  We  can  endure 
any  errors  but  those,  which  subvert  or  unsettle  the  con- 
viction of  God's  paternal  goodness.  Urge  not  upon  us 
a  system,  which  makes  existence  a  curse,  and  wraps 
the  universe  in  gloom.  Leave  us  the  cheerful  light,  the 
firee  and  healthful  atmosphere,  of  a  liberal  and  rational 
faith ;  the  ennobling  and  consoling  influences  of  the 

doctrine,  which  nature  and  revelation  in  blessed  concord 
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teach  us,  of  One  Father  of  Unbounded  and  Inexhausti- 
ble Love. 

V.  Unitarianism  is  peculiarly  favorable  to  piety,  be- 
cause it  accords  v^ith  nature,  with  the  world  around 
and  the  world  within  us  ;  and  through  this  accordance 
it  gives  aid  tp  nature,  and  receives  aid  from  it,  in  im- 
pressing the  mind  with  God.  We  live  in  the  midst  of 
a  glorious  universe,  which  was  meant  to  be  a  witness 
and  a  preacher  of  the  Divinity ;  and  a  revelation  from 
God  may  be  expected  to  be  in  harmony  with  this  sys- 
tem, and  to  carry  on  a  common  ministry  with  it  in  lift- 
ing the  soul  to  God.  Now  Unitarianism  is  in  accord- 
ance with  nature.  It  teaches  One  Father,  and  so  does 
creation,  the  more  it  is  explored.  Philosophy,  in  pro- 
portion as  it  extends  its  views  of  the  universe,  sees  in 
it,  more  and  more,  a  sublime  and  beautiful  unity,  and 
multiplies  proofs,  that  all  things  have  sprung  from  one 
intelligence,  one  power,  one  love.  The  whole  outward 
creation  proclaims  to  the  Unitarian  the  truth  in  which 
he  delights.  So  does  his  own  soul.  But  neither  na- 
ture nor  the  soul  bears  one  trace  )of  Three  Divine  Per- 
sons. Nature  is  no  Trinitarian.  It  gives  not  a  hint, 
not  a  glimpse  of  a  tri-personal  author.  Trinita nanism 
is  a  con6ned  system,  shut  up  in  a  few  texts,  a  few 
written  lines,  where  many  of  the  wisest  minds  have 
failed  to  discover  it.  It  is  not  inscribed  on  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  not  borne  on  every  wind,  not  resounding 
and  re-echoing  through  the  universe.  The  sun  and 
stars  say  nothing  of  a  God  of  three  persons. '  They  all 
speak  of  the  One  Father  whom  we  adore.  To  our  ears, 
one  and  the  same  voice  comes  from  God's  word  and 
works,  a  full  and  swelling  strain,  growing  clearer,  loud- 
er, more  thrilling  as  we  listen,  and  with  one  blessed 
influence  lifting  up  our  souls  to  the  Almighty  Father. 
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This  accordance  between  nature  and  revelation  in- 
::reases  the  power  of  both  over  the  mind.  Concurring 
as  they  do  in  one  impression,  they  make  that  impres- 
sion deeper.  To  men  of  reflection,  the  conviction  of 
the  reality  of  religion  is  exceedingly  heightened,  by  a 
perception  of  harmony  in  the  views  of  it  which  they 
derive  from  various  sources.  Revelation  is  never  re- 
ceived with  so  intimate  a  persuasion  of  its  truth,  as 
when  it  is  seen  to  conspire  to  the  same  ends  and  im- 
pressions, for  which  all  other  things  are  made.  It  is 
no  small  objection  to  Trinitarianism,  that  it  is  an  in- 
sulated doctrine,  that  it  reveals  a  God  whom  we  meet 
nowhere  in  the  universe.  Three  Divine  Persons,  I  re- 
peat it,  are  found  only  in  a  few  texts,  and  those  so  dark, 
that  the  gifted  minds  of  Milton,  Newton,  and  Locke 
could  not  find  them  there.  Nature  gives  them  not  a 
whisper  of  evidence.  And  can  they  be  as  real  and 
powerful  to  the  mind,  as  that  One  Father,  whom  the 
general  strain  and  common  voice  of  Scripture,  and  the 
universal  voice  of  nature  call  us  to  adore  ? 

VI.  Unitarianism  favors  piety  by  opening  the  mind  to 
new  and  ever  enlarging  views  of  God.  Teaching,  as  it 
does,  the  same  God  with  nature,  it  leads  us  to  seek 
him  in  nature.  It  does  not  shut  us  up  in  the  written 
word,  precious  as  that  manifestation  of  the  Divinity  is. 
It  considers  revelation,  not  as  independent  on  his  other 
means  of  instruction  ;  not  as  a  separate  agent ;  but  as 
a  part  of  the  great  system  of  God  for  enlightening  and 
elevating  the  human  soul ;  as  intimately  joined  with 
creation  and  proyidence,  and  intended  to  concur  with 
them  ;  and  as  given  to  assist  us  in  reading  the  volume 
of  the  universe.  Thus  Unitarianism,  where  its  genuine 
influence  is  experienced,  tends  to  enrich  and  fertilize 
the  mind ;  opens  it  to  ne\*'  lights,  wherever  they  spring 
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up ;  and  by  combining,  makes  more  efficient,  the  means 
of  religious  knowledge.  Trinitarianism,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  system  which  tends  to  confine  the  mind ;  to 
shut  it  up  in  what  is  written  ;  to  diminish  its  interest  in 
the  universe ;  and  to  disincline  it  to  bright  and  enlarged 
views  of  God's  works. — This  effect  will  be  explained, 
in  the  first  place,  if  we  consider,  that  the  peculiarities 
of  Trinitarianism  differ  so  much  from  the  teachings  of 
the  universe,  that  he,  who  attaches  himself  to  the  one, 
will  be  in  danger  of  losing  his  interest  in  the  other. 
The  ideas  of  Three  Divine  Persons,  of  God  clothing 
himself  in  flesh,  of  the  infinite  Creator  saving  the  guilty 
by  transferring  their  punishment  to  an  innocent  being, 
these  ideas  cannot  easily  be  made  to  coalesce  in  the 
mind  with  that,  which  nature  gives,  of  One  Almighty 
Father  and  Unbounded  Spirit,  whom  no  worlds  can 
contain,  and  whose  vicegerent  in  the  human  breast  pro- 
nounces it  a  crime,  to  lay  the  penalties  of  vice  on  the 
pure  and  unoffending. 

But  Trinitarianism  has  a  still  more  positive  influence 
in  shutting  the  mind  against  improving  views  from  the 
universe.  It  tends  to  throw  gloom  over  God's  works. 
Imagining  that  Christ  is  to  be  exalted,  by  giving  him  an 
excljisive  agency  in  enlightening  and  recovering  man- 
kind, it  is  tempted  to  disparage  other  lights  and  influen- 
ces ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  magnifying  his  salvation,  it 
inclines  to.  exaggerate  the  darkness  and  desperateness 
of  man's  present  condition.  The  mind,  thus  impressed, 
naturally  leans  to  those  views  of  nature  and  of  society, 
which  will  strengthen  the  ideas  of  desolation  and  guilt. 
It  is  tempted  to  aggravate  the  miseries  of  life,  and  to 
see  in  them  only  the  marks  of  divine  displeasure  and 
punishing  justice;  and  overlooks  their  obvious  fitness 
and  design  to  awaken  our  powers,  exercise  our  virtues, 
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and  strengthen  our  social  ties.  In  like  manner  it  exag- 
gerates the  sins  of  men,  that  the  need  of  an  Infinite 
atonement  may  be  maintained.  Some  of  the  most  af- 
fecting tokens  of  God's  Jove  within  and  around  us  are 
obscured  by  this  gloomy  theology.  The  glorious  facul- 
ties of  the  soul,  its  high  aspirations,  its  sensibility  to  the 
great  and  good  in  character,  its  sympathy  with  disin- 
terested and  suffering  virtue,  its  benevolent  and  religious 
instincts,  its  thirst  for  a  happiness  not  found  on  earthy 
these  are  overlooked  or  thrown  into  the  shade,  that 
they  may  not  disturb  the  persuasion  of  man's  natural 
corruption.  Ingenuity  is  employed  to  disparage  what 
is  interesting  in  the  human  character.  Whilst  the 
bursts  of  passion  in  the  newborn  child  are  gravely 
urged,  as  indications  of  a  native  rooted  corruption ;  its 
bursts  of  affection,  its  sweet  smile,  its  innocent  and  ir- 
repressible joy,  its  loveliness  and  beauty,  are  not  listen- 
ed to,  though  they  plead  more  eloquently  its  alliance 
with  higher  natures.  The  sacred  and  tender  affections 
of  home ;  the  unwearied  watchings  and  cheerful  sacrifi- 
ces of  parents ;  the  reverential,  grateful  assiduity  of 
children,  smoothing  an  aged  father's  or  mother's  descent 
to  the  grave ;  woman's  love,  stronger  than  death ;  the 
firiendship  of  brothers  and  sisters  ;  the  anxious  affection, 
which  tends  around  the  bed  of  sickness ;  the  subdued 
voice,  which  breathes  comfort  into  the  mourner's  heart ; 
all  the  endearing  offices,  which  shed  a  serene  light 
dirough  our  dwellings ;  these  are  explained  away  by  the 
thorough  advocates  of  this  system,  so  as  to  include  no 
real  virtue,  so  as  to  consist  with  a  natural  aversion  to 
goodness.  Even  the  higher  efforts  of  disinterested  be- 
nevolence, and  the  most  unaffected  expressions  of  piety, 
if  not  connected  with  what  is  called  *  the  true  faith,'  ' 
are,  by  the  most  rigid  disciples  of  the  doctrine  which  I 
36* 
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oppose,  resolved  into  the  passion  for  distinction,  or  some 
other  working  of  ^  unsanctified  nature.'  Thus  Trinita- 
rianism  and  its  kindred  doctrines  have  a  tendency  to 
veil  God's  goodness,  to  sully  his  fairest  works,  to  dim 
the  lustre  of  those  innocent  and  pure  affections,  which 
a  divine  breath  kindles  in  the  soul,  to  blight  the  beauty 
and  freshness  of  creation,  and  in  this  way  to  consume  the 
very  nutriment  of  piety.     We  know,  and  rejoice  to 

^now,  that  in  multitudes  this  tendency  is  counteracted 
by  a  cheerful  temperament,  a  benevolent  nature,  and  a 
strength  of  gratitude,  which  bursts  the  shackles  of  a 
melancholy  system.  But  from  the  nature  of  the  doc- 
trine, the  tendency  exists  and  is  strong ;  and  an  impar- 
tial observer  will  often  discern  it  resulting  in  gloomy, 
depressing  views  of  life  and  the  miiverse. 

Trinitarianism,  by  thus  tending  to  exclude  bright  and 
enlarging  views  of  the  creation,  seems  to  me  not  only 
to  chill  the  heart,  but  to  injure  the  understanding,  as  far 
as  moral  and  religious  truth  is  concerned.  It  does  not 
send  the  mind  far  and  wide  for  new  and  elevating  ob- 
jects ;  and  we  have  here  one  explanation  of  the  barren- 
ness and  feebleness,  by  which  theological  writings  are 
so  generally  marked.  It  is  not  wonderful,  that  the  pre- 
valent theology  should  want  vitality  and  enlargement  of 
thought,  for  it  does  not  accord  with  the  perfections  of 
God  and  the  spirit  of  the  universe.  It  has  not  its  root 
in  eternal  truth ;  but  is  a  narrow,  technical,  artificial 
system,  the  fabrication  of  unrefined  ages,  and  conse- 
quently incapable  of  being  blended  with  the  new  lights 
which  are  spreading  over  the  most  interesting  subjects, 
and  of  being  incorporated  with  the  results  and  anticipa- 
tions df  original  and  progressive  minds.     It  stands  apart 

*  in  the  mind,  instead  of  seizing  upon  new  truths,  and 
converting  them   into  its  own  nutriment.     With  few 
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exceptions,  the  Trinitarian  theology  of  the  present  day 
is  greatly  deficient  in  freshness  of  thought,  and  in  power 
to  awaken  the  interest  and  to  meet  the  intellectual  and 
spiritual  wants  of  thinking  men.  I  see  indeed  superior 
minds  and  great  minds  among  the  adherents  of  the  pre- 
valent system ;  but  they  seem  to  me  to  move  in  chains, 
and  to  fulfil  poorly  their  high  function  of  adding  to  the 
wealth  of  the  human  intellect.  In  theological  discus- 
sion, they  remind  me  more  of  Samson  grinding  in  the 
narrow  mill  of  the  Philistines,  than  of  that  undaunted 
champion  achieving  victories  for  God's  people,  and  en- 
larging the  bounds  of  their  inheritance.  Now  a  system, 
which  has  a  tendency  to  confine  the  mind,  and  to  im- 
pair its  sensibility  to  the  manifestations  of  God,  in  the 
universe,  is  so  far  unfriendly  to  piety,  to  a  bright,  joyous, 
hopeful,  ever  growing  love  of  the  Creator.  It  tends  to 
generate  and  nourish  a  religion  of  a  melancholy  tone, 
such,  I  apprehend,  as  now  predominates  in  the  christian 
world. 

VII.  Unitarianism  promotes  piety  by  the  high  place, 
which  it  assigns  to  piety  in  the  character  and  work  of 
Jesus  Christ.  What  is  it  which  the  Unitarian  regards 
as  the  chief  glory  of  the  character  of  Christ  ?  I  answer, 
his  filial  devotion,  the  entireness  with  which  he  sur- 
rendered himself  to  the  will  and  benevolent  purposes 
of  God.  The  piety  of  Jesus,  which,  on  the  supposi- 
tion of  his  Supreme  Divinity,  is  a  subordinate  and  in- 
congruous, is,  to  us,  his  prominent  and  crowning,  attri- 
bute. We  place  his  *  oneness  with  God,'  not  in  an 
unintelligible  unity  of  essence,  but  in  unity  of  mind  and 
heart,  in  the  strength  of  his  love,  through  which  he  re- 
nounced every  separate  interest,  and  identified  himself 
with  his  Father's  designs.  In  other  words,  filial  piety, 
the  consecration  of  his  whole  being  to  the  benevolent* 
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will  of  his  Father,  this  is  the  mild  glory  in  which  he 
always  offers  himself  to  our  minds ;  and,  of  consequence, 
all  our  sympathies  with  him,  all  our  love  and  veneration 
towards  him,  are  so  many  forms  of  delight  in  a  pious 
character,  and  our  whole  knowledge  of  him  incites  us 
to  a  like  surrender  of  our  whole  nature  and  existence 
to  God. 

In  the  next  place,  Unitarianism  teaches,  that  the 
highest  work  or  office  of  Christ  is  to  call  forth  and 
strengthen  piety  in  the  human  breast,  and  thus  it  sets 
before  us  this  character  as  the  chief  acquisition  and  end 
of  our  being.  To  us,  the  great  glory  of  Christ's  mis- 
sion consists  in  the  power,  with  which  he  ^  reveals  the 
Father,'  and  establishes  the  ^  kingdom  or  reign  of  God 
withhi '  the  soul.  By  the  crown,  which  he  wears,  we 
understand  the  eminence  which  he  enjoys  in  the  most 
beneficent  work  in  the  universe,  that  of  bringing  back 
the  lost  mind  to  the.  knowledge,  love,  and  likeness  of 
its  Creator.  With  these  views  of  Christ's  office,  noth- 
ing can  seem  to  us  so  important  as  an  enlightened  and 
profound  piety,  and  we  are  quickened  to  seek  it,  as  the 
perfection  and  happiness,  to  which  nature  and  redemp- 
tion jointly  summon  us. 

Now  we  maintain,  that  Trinitarianism  obscures  and 
weakens  these  views  of  Christ's  character  and  work ; 
and  this  it  does,  by  insisting  perpetually  on  others  of 
an  incongruous,  discordant  nature.  It  diminishes  the 
power  of  his  piety.  Making  him,  as  it  does,  the  Su- 
preme Being,  and  placing  him  as  an  equal  on  his  Fa- 
ther's thi'one,  it  turns  the  itiind  from  him  as  the  meekest 
worshipper  of  God ;  throws  into  the  shade,  as  of  very 
inferior  worth,  his  self-denying  obedience ;  and  gives 
us  other  grounds  for  revering  him,  than  his  entire  hom- 
age, his  fervent  love,  his  cheerful  self-sacrifice  to  the 
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Universal  Parent.  There  is  a  plain  incongruity  in  the 
belief  of  his  Supreme  Godhead  with  the  ideas  of  filial 
piety  and  exemplary  devotion.  The  mind,  which  has 
been  taught  to  regard  him  as  of  equal  majesty  and 
authority  with  the  Father,  cannot  easily  feel  the  power 
of  his  character  as  the  affectionate  son,  whose  meat  it 
was  to  do  hii  Father's  will.  The  mind,  accustomed  to 
make  him  the  Ultimate  Object  of  worship,  cannot  easily 
recognise  in  him  the  pattern  of  that  worship,  the  guide 
to  the  Most  High.  The  characters  are  incongruous, 
and  their  union  perplexing,  so  that  neither  exerts  its 
full  energy  on  the  mind. 

Trinitarianism  also  exhibits  the  work,  as  well  as 
character  of  Christ,  in  lights  less  favorable  to  piety. 
It  does  not  make  the  promotion  of  piety  his  chief  end. 
It  teaches,  that  the  highest  purpose  of  his  mission  was 
to  reconcile  God  to  man,  not  man  to  God.  It  teaches, 
that  the  most  formidable  obstacle  to  human  happiness 
lies  in  the  claims  and  threatenings  of  divine  justice. 
Hence  it  leads  men  to  prize  Christ  more,  for  answering 
these  claims  and  averting  these  threatenings,  than  for 
awakening  in  the  human  soul  sentiments  of  love  to- 
wards its  Father  in  heaven.  Accordingly,  multitudes 
seem  to  prize  pardon  more  than  piety,  and  think  it 
a  greater  boon  to  escape,  through  Christ's  sufferings,  the 
fire  of  hell,  than  to  receive,  through  his  influence,  the 
spirit  of  heaven,  the  spirit  of  devotion.  Is  such  a,  system 
propitious  to  a  generous  and  evergrowing  piety  ? 

If  I  may  be  allowed  a  short  digression,  I  would  con- 
clude this  head  with  the  general  observation,  that  we 
deem  our  views  of  Jesus  Christ  more  interesting  than 
those  of  Trinitarianism.  We  feel  that  we  should  lose 
much,  by  exchanging  the  distinct  character  and  mil(>" 
radiance,  with  which  he  offers  himself  to  our  minds,  for 
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the  confased  and  irreconcilable  glories  with  which  that 
system  labors  to  invest  him.  According  to  Unitarian- 
ism,  he  is  a  being  who  may  be  understood,  for  he  is  one 
mind,  one  conscious  nature.  According  to  the  opposite 
faith,  he  is  an  inconceivable  compound  of  two  most  dis- 
similar minds,  joining  in  one  person  a  finite  and  infinite 
nature,  a  soul  weak  and  ignorant,  and  a  soul  almighty 
and  omniscient.  And  is  such  a  being  a  proper  object  for 
human  thought  and  afiection  ? — I  add,  as  another  im- 
portant consideration,  that  to  us  Jesus,  instead  of  being 
the  second  of  three  obscure  unintelligible  persons,  is 
first  and  preeminent  in  the  sphere  in  which  he  acts,  and 
is  thus  the  object  of  a  distinct  attachment,  which  he 
shares  with  no  equals  or  rivals.  To  us,  he  is  first  of 
the  sons  of  God,  the  Son  by  peculiar  nearness  and  like- 
ness to  the  Father.  He  is  first  of  all  the  ministers  of 
God's  mercy  and  beneficence,  and  through  him  the 
largest  stream  of  bounty  flows  to  the  creation.  He  is 
first  in  God's  favor  and  love,  the  most  accepted  of 
worshippers,  the  most  prevalent  of  intercessors.  In  this 
mighty  universe,  framed  to  be  a  mirror  of  its  author, 
we  turn  to  Jesus  as  the  brightest  image  of  God,  and 
gratefully  yield  him  a  place  in  our  souls,  second  only  to 
the  Infinite  Father,  to  whom  he  himself  directs  our  su- 
preme affection. 

YIII.  I  now  proceed  to  a  great  topic.  Unitarianism 
promotes  piety,  by  meeting  the  wants  of  man  as  a  sin- 
ner. The  wants  of  the  sinner  may  be  expressed  almost 
in  one  word.  He  wants  assurances  of  mercy  in  his 
Creator.  He  wants  pledges,  that  God  is  Love  in  its 
purest  form,  that  is,  that  He  has  a  goodness  so  disin- 
terested, free,  full,  strong,  and  immutable,  that  the  in- 
gratitude and  disobedience  of  his  creatures  cannot  over- 
come it.     This  unconquerable  love,  which  in  Scripture 
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is  denominated  grace,  and  which  waits  not  fof  merit  to 
call  it  forth,  but  flows  out  to  the  most  guilty,  is  the  sin- 
ner's only  hope,  and  it  is  fitted  to  call  forth  the  most 
devoted  gratitude.  Now  this  grace  or  mercy  of  God, 
which  seeks  the  lost,  and  receives  and  blesses  the  re- 
turning child,  is  proclaimed  by  that  faith,  which  we 
advocate,  with  a  clearness  and  energy,  which  cannot  be 
surpassed.  Unitarianism  will  not  listen  for  a  moment 
to  the  common  errors,  by  which  this  bright  attribute  is 
obscured.  It  will  not  hear  of  a  vindictive  wrath  in  God, 
which  must  be  quenched  by  blood ;  or  of  a  justice,  which 
binds  his  mercy  with  an  iron  chain,  until  its  demands 
are  satisfied  to  the  full.  It  will  not  hear  that  God  needs 
any  foreign  influence  to  awaken  his  mercy ;  but  teaches, 
that  the  yearnings  of  the  tenderest  human  parent  to- 
wards a  lost  child  are  but  a  faint  image  of  God's  deep 
and  overflowing  compassion  towards  erring  man.  This 
essential  and  unchangeable  propensity  of  the  divine 
mind  to  forgiveness,  the  Unitarian  beholds  shining  forth 
through  the  whole  word  of  God,  and  especially  in  the 
mission  and  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  lived  and 
died  to  make  manifest  the  inexhaustible  plenitude  of  di- 
vine grace ;  and,  aided  by  revelation,  he  sees  this  attribute 
of  God  everywhere,  both  around  him  and  within  him. 
He  sees  it  in  the  sun  which  shines,  and  the  rain  which 
descends,  on  the  evil  and  unthankful ;  in  the  peace, 
which  returns  to  the  mind  in  proportion  to  its  return  to 
God  and  duty ;  in  the  sentiment  of  compassion,  which 
springs  up  spontaneously  in  the  human  breast  towards 
the  fallen  and  lost ;  and  in  the  moral  instinct,  which 
.teaches  us  to  cherish  this  compassion  as  a  sacred  prin- 
ciple, as  an  emanation  of  God's  infinite  love.  In  truth, 
Unitarianism  asserts  so  strongly  the  mercy  of  God,  that 
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the  reproach  thrown  upon  it  is,  that  it  takes  from  the 
sinner  the  dread  of  punishment;  a  reproach  wholly 
without  foundation ;  for  our  system  teaches  that  God's 
mercy  is  not  an  instinctive  tenderness,  which  cannot 
inflict  pain  ;  but  an  all-wise  love,  which  desires  the  true 
and  lasting  good  of  its  object,  and  consequently  desires 
first  for  the  sinner  that'  restoration  to  purity,  without 
which,  shame,  and  suffering,  and  exile  from  Qod  and 
heaven  are  of  necessity  and  unalterably  his  doom.  Thus 
Unitarianism  holds  forth  God's  grace  and  forgiving 
goodness  most  resplendently ;  and  by  this  manifestation 
of  him,  it  tends  to  awaken  a  tender  and  confiding  piety; 
an  ingenuous  love,  which  mourns  that  it^  has  ofiended ; 
an  ingenuous  aversion  to  sin,  not  because  sin  brings  pun- 
ishment, but  because  it  separates  the  mind  from  this 
merciful  Father. 

Now  we  object  to  Trinitarianism,  that  it  obscures  the 
mercy  of  God.  It  does  so  in  various  ways.  We  have 
already  seen,  that  it  gives  such  views  of  God's  govern- 
ment, that  we  can  hardly  conceive  of  this  attribute  as 
entering  into  his  character.  Mercy  to  the  sinner  is  the 
principle  of  love  or  benevolence  in  its  highest  form ; 
and  surely  this  cannot  be  expected  from  a  being  who 
brings  us  into  existence  burdened  with  hereditary  guilt, 
and  who  threatens  with  endless  punishment  and  wo  the 
heirs  of  so  frail  and  feeble  a  nature.  With  such  a 
Creator,  the  idea  of  mercy  cannot  coalesce ;  and  I  will 
say  more,  that  under  such  a  government,  man  would 
need  no  mercy  ;  for  he  would  owe  no  allegiance  to  such 
a  maker,  and  could  not  of  course  contract  the  guilt  of 
violating  it ;  and  without  guilt,  no  grace  or  pardon 
would  be  wanted.  The  severity  of  this  system  would 
place  him  on  the  ground  of  an  injured  being.  The 
wrong  would  lie  on  the  side  of  the  Creator. 
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In  the  next  place,  Trinitarianism  obscures  God's 
mercy,  by  the  manner  in  which  it  supposes  pardon  to 
be  communicated.  It  teaches,  that  God  remits  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  offender,  in  consequence  of  receivijng  an 
equivalent  from  an  innocent  person  ;  that  the  sufferings 
of  the  sinner  are  removed  by  a  full  satisfaction  made  t 
divine  justice  in  the  sufferings  of  a  substitute.  And  is 
this  *  the  quality  of  mercy  r'  What  means  forgiveness, 
but  the  reception  of.  the  returning  child  through  the 
strength  of  parental  love  ?  This  doctrine  invests  the 
Saviour  with  a  claim  of  merit,  with  a  right  to  the  re- 
mission of  the  sins  of  his  followers  ;  and  represents  God's 
reception  of  the  penitent  as  a  recompense  due  to  the 
worth  of  his  son.  And  is  mercy,  which  means  free  and 
undeserved  love,  made  more  manifest,  more  resplendent, 
by  the  introduction  of  merit  and  right  as  the  ground  of 
our  salvation  ?  Could  a  surer  expedient  be  invented 
for  obscuring  its  freeness,  and  for  turning  the  sinner's 
gratitude  frotn  the  sovereign  who  demands,  to  the  suf- 
ferer who  offers,  full  satisfaction  for  his  guilt  ? 

I  know  it  is  said,  that  Trinitarianism  magnifies  God's 
mercy,  because  it  teaches,  that  he  himself  provided  the 
substitute  for  the  guilty.  But  I  reply,  that  the  work 
here  ascribed  to  mercy  is  not  the  most  appropriate,  nor 
most  fitted  to  manifest  it  and  impress  it  on  the  heart. 
This  may  be  made  apparent  by  familiar  illustrations. 
Suppose  that  a  creditor,  through  compassion  to  certam 
debtors,  should  persuade  a  benevolent  and  opulent  man 
to  pay  him  in  their  stead.  Would  not  the  debtors  see 
a  greater  mercy,  and  feel  a  weightier  obligation,  if  they 
were  to  receive  a  free,,  gratuitous  release  ?  And  will 
not  their  chief  gratitude  stray  beyond  the  creditor  to  the 
benevolent  substitute  ?  Or  suppose,  that  a  parent,  un- 
willing to  inflict  a  penalty  on  a  disobedient  but  feeble 
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child,  should  persuade  a  stronger  child  to  bear  it.  Would 
not  the  offender  see  a  more  touching  mercy  in  a  free 
forgiveness,  springing  immediately  from  a  parent's  heart,, 
than  in  this  circuitous  remission  ?  And  Will  he  not  be 
tempted  to  turn  with  his  strongest  love  to  the  generous 
sufferer  ?  In  this  process  of  substitution,  of  which 
Trinitarianism  boasts  so  loudly,  the  mercy  of  God  be- 
comes complicated  with  the  rights  and  merits  of  the 
substitute,  and  is  a  more  distant  cause  of  our  salvation. 
These  rights  and  merits  are  nearer,  more  visible,  and 
more  than  divide  the  glory  with  grace  and  mercy  in  our 
rescue*  They  turn  the  mind  from  Divine  Groodness  as 
the  only  spring  of  its  happiness,  and  only  rock  of  its 
hope. .  Now  this  is  to  deprive  piety  of  one  of  its  chief 
means  of  growth  and  joy.  Nothing  should  stand  be- 
tween the  soul  and  God's  mercy.  Nothing  should  share 
with  mercy  the  work  of  our  salvation.  Christ's  inter- 
cession should  ever  be  regarded  as  an  application  to  love 
and  mercy,  not  as  a  demand  of  justice,  not  as  a  claim  of 
merit.  I  grieve  to  say,  that  Christ,  as  now  viewed  by 
multitudes,  hides  the  lustre  of  that  very  attribute,  which 
it  is  his  great  purpose  to  display.  I  fear,  that  to  many, 
Jesus  wears  the  glory  of  a  more  winning,  tender  mercy, 
than  his  Father,  and  that  he  is  regarded  as  the  sinner's 
chief  resource.     Is  this  the  way  to  invigorate  piety  ? 

Trinitarians  imagine,  that  there  is  one  view  of  their 
system,  peculiarly  fitted  to  give  peace  and  hope  to  the 
sinner,  and  consequently  to  promote  gratitude  and  love. 
It  is  this.  They  say,  it  provides  an  Infinite  substitute 
for  the  sinner,  than  which  nothing  can  give  greater 
relief  to  the  burdened  conscience.  Jesus,  being  the 
second  person  of  the  Trinity,  was  able  to  make  infinite 
satisfaction  for  sin ;  and  what,  they  ask,  in  Unitarian- 
ism,  can  compare  with  this  ?     I  have  time  only  for  two 
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brief  replies*  And  first,  this  doctrine  of  an  Infinite 
satisfaction,  or,  as  it  is  improperly  called,  of  an  infinite 
atonement,  subverts,  instead  of  building  up,  hope ;  be- 
cause it  argues  infinite  severity  in  the  government  which 
requires  it.  Did  I  believe,  what  Trinitarianism  teaches, 
that  not  the  least  transgression,  not  even  the  first  sin 
of  the  dawning  mind  of  the  child,  could  be  remitted 
without  an  infinite  expiation,  I  should  feel  myself  liv- 
ing under  a  legislation  unspeakably  dreadful,  under 
laws  written,  like  Draco's,  in  blood ;  and  instead  of 
thanking  the  sovereign  for  providing  an  infinite  substi- 
tute, I  should  shudder  at  the  attributes,  which  render 
this  expedient  necessary.  It  is  commonly  said,  that  an 
infinite  atonement  is  needed  to  make  due  and  deep 
impressions  of  the  evil  of  sin.  But  he,  who  framed  all 
souls  and  gave  them  their  susceptibilities,  ought  not  to 
be  thought  so  wanting  in  goodness  and  wisdom,  as  to 
have  constituted  a  universe,  which  demands  so  dreadful 
and  degrading  a  method  of  enforcing  obedience,  as  the 
penal  sufferings  of  a  God.  This  doctrine  of  an  Infinite 
substitute,  suflfering  the  penalty  of  sin,  to  manifest  God's 
wrath  against  sin,  and  thus  to  support  his  government, 
is,  I  fear,  so  familiar  to  us  all,  that  its  severe  character 
.  is  overlooked.  Let  me  then  set  it  before  you,  iii  new 
terms,  and  by  a  new  illustration ;  and  if  in  so  doing,  I 
may  wound  the  feelings  of  some  who  hear  me,  I  beg 
them  to  believe,  that  I  do  it  with  pain,  and  from  no 
impulse  ^but  a  desire  to  serve  the  cause  of  truth. — 
Suppose,  then,  that  a  teacher  should  come  among  you, 
and  should  tell  you,  that  the  Creator,  in  order  to  pardon 
his  own  children,  had  erected  a  gallows  in  the  centre 
of  the  universe,  and  had  publicly  executed  upon  it,  in 
room  of  the  offenders,  an  Infinite  Being,  the  partaker 
of  his  own  Supreme  Divinity ;  suppose  him  to  declare. 
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that  this  execution  was  appointed,  as  a  most  conspicu- 
ous and  terrible  manifestation  of  God's  justice,  and 
of  the  infinite  wo  denounced  by  his  law ;  and  suppose 
him  to  add,  that  all  beings  in  heaven  and  earth  are 
required  to  fix  their  eyes  on  this  fearful  sight,  as  the 
most  powerful  enforcement  of  obedience  and  virtue. 
Would  you  not  tell  him,  that  he  calumniated  his 
Maker  ?  Would  you  not  say  to  him,  that  this  central 
gallows  threw  gloom  over  the  universe ;  that  the 
spirit  of  a  government,  whose  very  acts  of  pardon  were 
written  in  such  blood,  was  terror,  not  paternal  love ; 
and  that  the  obedience,  which  needed  to  be  upheld  by 
this  horrid  spectacle,  was  nothing  worth  ?  Would  you 
not  say  to  him,  that  even  you,  in  this  infancy  and  im- 
perfection of  your  being,  were  capable  of  being  wrought 
upon  by  nobler  motives,  and  of  hating  sin  through  more 
generous  views  ;  and  that  much  more  the  angels,  those 
pure  flames  of  love,  need  not  the  gallows  and  an  exe- 
cuted God,  to  confirm  their  loyalty  ?  You  would  all  so 
feel  at  such  teaching  as  I  have  supposed ;  and  yet  how 
does  this  differ  from  the  popular  doctrine  of  atonement  ? 
According  to  this  doctrine,  we  have  an  Infinite  Being 
sentenced  to  suffer  as  a  substitute  the  death  of  the 
cross,  a  punishment  more  ignominious  and  agonizing 
than  the  gallows,  a  punishment  reserved  for  slaves  and 
the  vilest  malefactors ;  and  he  suffers  this  punishment, 
that  he  may  show  forth  the  terrors  of  God's  law,  and 
strike  a  dread  of  sin  through  the  universe. — I  afh  indeed 
aware  that  multitudes,  who  profess  this  doctrine,  are 
not  accustomed  to  bring  it  to  their  minds  distinctly  in 
this  light ;  that  they  do  not  ordinarily  regard  the  death 
of  Christ,  as  a  criminal  execution,  as  an  infinitely 
dreadful  infliction  of  justice,  as  intended  to  show,  that, 
without  an  infinite  satisfaction,  they  must  hope  noth- 
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ing  from  God.  Their  minds  turn  by  a  generous  instinct 
from  these  appalling  views,  to  the  love,  the  disinterest- 
edness, the  moral  grandeur  and  beauty  of  the  sufferer ; 
asd  through  such  thoughts  they  make  the  cross  a  source 
of  peace,  gratitude,  love,  and  hope ;  thus  affording  a 
delightful  exemplification  of  the  power  of  the  human 
mind  to  attach  itself  to  what  is  good  and  purifying  in 
the  most  irrational  system.  Not  a  few  may  shudder 
at  the  illustration  which  I  have* here  given;  but  in 
what  respects  it  is  unjust  to  the  popular  doctrine  of 
atonement,  I  cannot  discern.  I  grieve  to  shock  sincere 
Christians,  of  whatever  name  ;  but  I  grieve  more  for  the 
corruption  of  our  common  faith,  which  I  have  now  felt 
niyself  bound  to  expose. 

I  have  a  second  objection  to  this  doctrine  of  Infinite 
atonement.  When  examined  minutely,  and  freed  from 
ambiguous  language,  it  vanishes  into  air.  It  is  wholly 
delusion.  The  Trinitarian  tells  me,  that,  according  to 
his  system,  we  have  an  infinite  substitute ;  that  the  In- 
finite God  was  pleased  to  bear  our  punishment,  and 
consequently,  that  pardon  is  made  sure.  But  I  ask 
him,  Do  I  understand  you?  Do  you  mean  that  the 
Great  God,  who  never  changes,  whose  happiness  is  the 
same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever,  that  this  Eternal 
Being  really  bore  the  penalty  of  my  sins,  really  suf- 
fered and  died  ?  Every  pious  man,  when  pressed  by 
this  question,  answers.  No.  What  then  does  the  doc- 
trine of  Infinite  atonement  mean?  Why,  this;  that 
God  took  into  union  with  himself  our  nature,  that  is, 
a  human  body  and  soul ;  and  these  bore  the  suffering 
for  our  sins ;  and,  through  his  union  with  these,  God 
may  be  said  to  have  borne  it  himself.  Thus  this  vaunted 
system  goes  out — in  words.  The  Infinite  victim  proves 
to  be  a  frail  man,  and  God's  share  in  the  sacrifice  is  a 
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mere  fiction.  I  ask  with  solemnity,  Can  this  doctrine 
give  one  moment's  ease  to  the  conscience  of  an  unbias- 
sed, thinking  man  ?  Does  it  not  unsettle  all  hope,  by 
making  the  whole  religion  suspicious  and  unsure  ?  I  am 
compelled  to  say,  that  I  see  in  it  no  impression  of  majes- 
ty, or  wisdom,  or  love,  nothing  worthy  of  a  God  ;  and 
when  I  compare  it  with  that  nobler  faith,  which  directs 
our  eyes  and  hearts  to  God's  essential  mercy,  as  oar 
only  hope,  I  am  amazed  that  any  should  ascribe  to  it 
superior  efficacy,  as  a  religion  for  sinners,  as  a  means 
of  filling  the  soul  with  pious  trust  and  love.  I  know, 
indeed,  that  some  will  say,  that,  in  giving  up  an  infi- 
nite atonement,  I  deprive  myself  of  all  hope  of  divine 
favor.  To  such,  1  would  say,  You  do  wrong  to  God's 
mercy.  On  that  mercy  I  cast  myself  without  a  fear. 
I  indeed  desire  Christ  to  intercede  for  me.  I  regard  his 
relation  to  me  as  God's  kindest  appointment.  Through 
him,  *  grace  and  truth  come '  to  me  from  Heaven,  and 
I  look  forward  to  his  friendship,  as  among  the  highest 
blessings  of  my  whole  future  being.  But  I  cannot,  and 
dare  not  ask  him,  to  offer  an  infinite  satisfaction  for  my 
sins ;  to  appease  the*  wrath  of  God ;  to  reconcile  the 
Universal  Father  to  his  own  offspring ;  to  open  to  me 
those  arms  of  Divine  mercy,  which  have  encircled  and 
borne  me  from  the  first  moment  of  my  being.  The  es- 
sential and  unbounded  mercy  of  my  Creator  is  the  foun- 
dation of  my  hope,  and  a  broader  and  surer  the  universe 
cannot  give  me. 

IX.  I  now  proceed  to  the  last  consideration,  which 
the  limits  of  this  discourse  will  permit  me  to  urge.  It 
has  been  more  than  once  suggested,  but  deserves  to  be 
distinctly  stated.  I  observe,  then,  that  Unitarianism 
promotes  piety,  because  it  is  a  rational  religion.  By 
thiS)  I  do  not  mean,  that  its  truths  can  be  fully  compre- 
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hended;  for  there  is  not  an  object  in  nature  or  religion, 
which  has  not  innumerable  connexions  and  relations  be- 
yond our  grasp  of  thought.  I  mean,  that  its  doctrines 
are  consistent  with  one  another,  and  with  all  established 
truth.  Unitarianism  is  in  harmony  with  the  great  and 
clear  principles  of  revelation  ;  with  the  laws  and  powers 
of  human  nature  ;  with  the  dictates  of  the  moral  sense ; 
with  the  noblest  instincts  and  highest  aspirations  of  the 
soul ;  and  with  the*  lights,  which  the  universe  throws  on 
the  character  of  its  author.  We  can  hold  this  doctrine 
without  self-contradiction,  without  rebelling  against  our 
rational  and  moral  powers,  without  putting  to  silence 
the  divine  monitor  in  the  breast.  And  this  is  an  un- 
spesdiable  benefit ;  for  a  religion,  thus  coincident  with 
reason,  conscience,  and  our  whole  spiritual  being,  has 
the  foundations  of  universal  empire  in  the  breast ;  and 
the  heart,  finding  no  resistance  in  the  intellect,  yields 
itself  wholly,  cheerfully,  without  doubts  or  misgivings, 
to  the  love  of  its  Creator. 

To  Trinitarianism  we  object,  what  has  always  been 
objected  to  it,  that  it  contradicts  and  degrades  reason, 
and  thus  exposes  the  mind  to  the  worst  delusions. 
Some  of  its  advocates,  more  courageous  than  prudent, 
have  even  recommended  *  the  prostration  of  the  under- 
standing' as  preparatory  to  its  reception.  Its  chief 
doctrine  is  an  outrage  on  our  rational  nature.  Its  three 
persons,  who  constitute  its  God,  must  either  be  frittered 
away  into  three  unmeaning  distinctions,  into  sounds 
signifying  nothing ;  or  they  are  three  conscious  agents, 
who  cannot,  by  any  human  art  or  metaphysical  device, 
be  made  to  coalesce  into  one  being ;  who  cannot  be  re- 
ally viewed  as  one  mind,  having  one  consciousness  and 
one  vnll.     Now  a  religious  system,  the  cardinal  princi 
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pie  of  which  offends  the  understanding,  verj  naturally 
conforms  itself  throughout  to  this  prominent  feature, 
and  becomes  prevalently  irrational.  He,  who  is  com* 
pelled  to  defend  his  faith  in  any  particular  by  the  plea, 
that  human  reason  is  so  depraved  through  the  fall,  as 
to  be  an  inadequate  judge  of  religion,  and  that  Go4  is 
honored  by  our  reception  of  what  shocks  the  intellect, 
seems  to  have  no  defence  left  against  accumulated  ab* 
surdities.  According  to  these  principles,  the  fanatic, 
who  exclaimed,  ^  I  believe,  because  it  is  impossible,' 
had  a  fair  title  to  canonization.  Reason  is  too  Godlike 
a  faculty,  to  be  insulted  with  impunity.  Accordingly 
Trinitarianism,  as  we  have  seen,  links  itself  with  several 
degrading  errors  ;  and  its  most  natural  alliance  is  with 
Calvinism,  that  cruel  faith,  which,  stripping  God  of 
mercy  and  man  of  power,  has  made  Christianity  an  in- 
strument of  torture  to  the  timid,  and  an  object  of  doubt 
or  scorn  to  hardier  spirits.  I  repeat  it,  a  doctrine,  which 
violates  reason  like  the  Trinity,  prepares  its  advocates, 
in  proportion  as  it  is  incorporated  into  the  mind,  for 
worse  and  worse  delusions.  It  breaks  down  the  dis- 
tinctions and  barriers  between  truth  and  falsehood.  It 
creates  a  diseased  taste  for  prodigies,  fictions,  and  ex- 
aggerations, for  startling  mysteries,  and  wild  dreams  of 
enthusiasm.  It  destroys  the  relish  for  the  simple, 
chaste,  serene  beauties  of  truth.  Especially  when  the 
prostration  of  understanding  is  taught  as  an  act  of  piety, 
we  cannot  wonder,  that  the  grossest  superstitions  should 
be  devoured,  and  that  the  credulity  of  the  multitude 
should  keep  pace  with  the  forgeries  of  imposture  and 
fanaticism.  The  history  of  the  church  is  the  best  com- 
ment on  the  effects  of  divorcing  reason  from  religion ; 
and  if  the  present  age  is  disburdened  of  many  of  the 
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superstitions,  under  which  Christianity  and  human 
nature  groaned  for  ages,  it  owes  its  relief  in  no  small 
degree  to  the  reinstating  of  reason  in  her  long  violated 
rights. 

The  injury  to  religion,  from  irrational  doctrines  when 
thoroughly  believed,  is  immense.  The  human  soul  has 
a  unity.  Its  various  faculties  are  adapted  to  one  another. 
One  life  pervades  it ;  and  its  beauty,  strength,  and 
growth,  depend  on  nothing  so  much,  as  on  the  harmony 
and  joint  action  of  all  its  principles.  To  wound  and 
degrade  it  in  any  of  its  powers,  and  especially  in  the 
noble  and  distinguishing  power  of  reason,  is  to  inflict  on 
it  universal  injury.  No  notion  is  more  false,  than  that 
the  heart  is  to  thrive  by  dwarfing  the  intellect ;  that 
perplexing  doctrines  are  the  best  food  of  piety ;  that 
religion  flourishes  most  luxuriantly  in  mists  and  dark- 
ness. Reason  was  given  for  God  as  its  great  object ; 
and  for  him  it  should  be  kept  sacred,  invigorated,  clari- 
fied, protected  from  human  usurpation^  and  inspired 
with  a  meek  self-reverence. 

The  soul  never  acts  so  effectually  or  joyfully^  as  when 
all  its  powers  and  affections  conspire ;  as  when  thought 
and  feeling,  reason  and  sensibility,  are  called  forth  to- 
gether by  one  great  and  kindling  object.  It  will  never 
devote  itself  to  God  with  its  whole  energy,  whilst  its 
guiding  faculty  sees  in  him  a  being  to  shock  and  confound 
it.  We  want  a  harmony  in  our  inward  nature.  We 
want  a  piety,  which  will  join  light  and  fervor,  and  on 
which  the  intellectual  power  will  look  benignantly. 
We  want  religion  to  be  so  exhibited,  that,  in  the  clear- 
est moments  of  the  intellect,  its  signatures  of  truth  will 
grow  brighter ;  that  instead  of  tottering,  it  will  gather 
strength  and  stability  from  the  progress  of  the  human 
mind.     These  wants  we  believe  to  be  met  by  Unita- 
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rian  Christianity,  and  therefore  we  prize  it  as  the  best 
friend  of  piety. 

I  have  thus  stated  the  chief  grounds,  on  which  I  rest 
the  claim  of  Unitarianism  to  the  honor  of  promoting  an 
enlightened,  profound,  and  happy  piety. 

Am  I  how  asked,  why  we  prize  our  system,  and  why 
we  build  churches  for  its  inculcation  ?  If  I  may  be 
allowed  to  express  myself  in  the  name  of  conscientious 
Unitarians,  who  apply  their  doctrine  to  their  own 
hearts  and  lives,  I  would  reply  thus :  We  prize  and 
would  spread  our  views,  because  we  believe  that  they 
reveal  God  to  us  in  greater  glory,  and  bring  us  nearer 
to  him,  than  any  other.  We  are  conscious  of  a  deep 
want,  which  the  creation  cannot  supply,  the  want  of  a 
Perfect  Being,  on  whom  the  strength  of  our  love  may 
be  centred,  and  of  an  Almighty  Father,  in  whom  our 
weaknesses,  imperfections,  and  sorrows  may  find  re- 
source ;  and  such  a  Being  and  Father,  Unitarian  Chris- 
tianity sets  before  us.  For  this  we  prize  it  above  all 
price.  We  can  part  with  every  other  good.  We  can 
endure  the  darkening  of  life's  fairest  prospects.  But 
this  bright,  consoling  doctrine  of  One  God,  even  the 
Father,  is  dearer  than  life,  and  we  cannot  let  it  go. — 
Through  this  faith,  everything  grows  brighter  to  our 
view.  Bom  of  such  a  P?irent,  we  esteem  our  existence 
an  inestimable  gift.  We  meet  everywhere  our  Father, 
and  his  presence  is  as  a  sun  shining  on  our  path.  We 
see  him  in  his  works,  and  hear  his  praise  rising  from 
every  spot  which  we  tread.  We  feel  him  near  in  our 
solitudes,  and  sometimes  enjoy  communion  with  him 
more  tender  than  human  friendship.  We  see  him  in 
our  duties,  and  perform  them  more  gladly,  because  they 
are  the  best  tribute  we  can  offer  our  Heavenly  Bene- 
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factor.  Even  the  consciousness  of  sin,  mournfiil  as  it 
is,  doe§  not  subvert  our  peace  ;  for  in  the  mercy  of  God, 
as  made  manifest  in  Jesus  Christ,  we  see  an  inexhausti- 
ble fountain  of  strength,  purity,  and  pardon  for  all  who, 
in  filial  reliance,  seek  these  heavenly  gifts.— Through 
this  faith,  we  are  conscious  of  a  new  benevolence 
springing  up  to  our  fellow  creatures,  purer  and  more 
enlarged  than  natural  affection.  Towards  all  mankind 
we  see  a  rich  and  free  love  flowing  from  the  common 
Parent,  and  touched  by  this  love,  we  are  the  friends  of 
all.  We  compassionate  the  most  guilty,  and  would 
win  them  back  to  God. — Through  this  faith,  we  re- 
ceive the  happiness  of  an  ever  enlarging  hope.  There 
is  no  good  too  vast  for  us  to  anticipate  for  the  universe 
or  for  ourselves,  from  such  a  Father  as  we  believe  in. 
We  hope  from  him,  what  we  deem  his  greatest  gift, 
even  the  gift  of  his  own  Spirit,  and  the  happiness  of 
advancing  forever  in  truth  and  virtue,  in  power  and 
lovQ,  in  union  of  mind  with  the  Father  and  the  Son. — 
We  are  told,  indeed,  that  our  faitH  will  not  prove  an 
anchor  in  the  last  hour.  But  we  have  known  those, 
whose  departure  it  has  brightened  ;  and  our  experience 
of  its  power,  in  trial  and  peril,  has  proved  it  to  be  equal 
to  all  the  wants  of  human  nature.  We  doubt  not,  that, 
to  its  sincere  followers;  death  will  be  a  transition  to  the 
calm,  pure,  joyful  mansions  prepared  by  Christ  for  his 
disciples.  There  we  expect  to  meet  that  great  and 
good  Deliverer.  With  the  eye  of  faith,  we  already  see 
him  looking  round  him  with  celestial  love  on  all  of  every 
name,  who  have  imbibed  his  spirit.  His  spirit;  his  loyal 
and  entke  devotion  to  the  will  of  his  Heavenly  Father; 
his  universal,  unconquerable  benevolence,  through  which 
he  freely  gave  from  his  pierced  side  his  blood,  his  life 
for  the  salvation  of  the  world ;  this  divine  love,  and  no 
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creeds,  and  Dames,  and  forms,  will  then  be  found  to  at- 
tract his  supreme  regard.  This  spirit  we  trust  to  see 
in  multitudes  of  every  sect  and  name  ;  and  we  trust,  too, 
that  they,  who  now  reproach  us,  will  at  that  day  recog- 
nise, in  the  dreaded  Unitarian,  this  only  badge  of  Christ, 
and  will  bid  him  welcome  to  the  joy  of  our  common 
Lord. — I  have  thus  stated  the  views  with  which  we 
have  reared  this  building.  We  desire  to  glorify  God, 
to  promote  a  purer,  nobler,  happier  piety.  Even  if  we 
err  in  doctrine,  we  think,  that  these  motives  should 
shield  us  from  reproach  ;  should  disarm  that  intolerance, 
which  would  exclude  us  from  the  church  on  earth,  and 
from  our  Father's  house  in  heaven. 

We  end,  as  we  began,  by  offering  up  this  building 
to  the  Only  Living  and  True  God.  We  have  erected 
it  amidst  our  private  habitations,  as  a  remembrancer 
of  our  Creator.  We  have  reared  it  in  this  busy  city, 
as  a  retreat  for  pious  meditation  and  prayer.  We  dedi- 
cate it  to  the  King  and  Father  Eternal,  the  King,  of 
lUngs,  and  Lord  of  lords.  We  dedicate  it  to  his  Unity, 
to  his  unrivalled  and  undivided  majesty.  We  dedicate 
it  to  the  praise  of  his  free,  unbought,  unmerited  Grace. 
We  dedicate  it  to  Jesus  Christ,  to  the  memory  of  his 
love,  to  the  celebration  of  his  divine  virtue,  to  the 
preaching  of  that  truth,  which  he  sealed  with  blood. 
We  dedicate  it  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  the  sanctifying 
influence  of  God,  to  those  celestial  emanations  of  light 
and  strength,  which  visit  and  refresh  the  devout  mind. 
We  dedicate  it  to  prayers  and  praises,  which  we  trust 
will  be  continued  and  perfected  in  heaven.  We  dedicate 
it  to  social  worship,  to  christian  intercourse,  to  the  com- 
munion of  saints.  We  dedicate  it  to  the  cause  of  pure 
morals,  of  public  order,  of  temperance,  uprightness,  and 
general  good  will.     We  dedicate  it  to  christian  admo- 
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nition,  to  those  warnings,  remonstrances,  and  earnest 
and  tender  persuasions,  by  which  the  sinner  may  be 
arrested,  and  brought  back  to  God.  We  dedicate  it  to 
christian  consolation,  to  those  truths  which  assuage 
sorrow,  animate  penitence,  and  lighten  the  load  of  hu- 
man anxiety  and  fear.  We  dedicate  it  to  the  doctrine 
of  Immortality,  to  sublime  and  joyful  hopes  which  reach 
beyond  the  grave.  In  a  word,  we  dedicate  it  to  the 
great  work  of  perfecting  the  human  soul,  and  fitting  it 
for  nearer  approach  to  its  Author.  Here  may  heart 
meet  heart.  Here  may  man  meet  God.  From  this 
place  may  the  song  of  praise,  the  ascription  of  gratitude, 
the  sigh  of  penitence,  the  prayer  for  grace,  and  the  holy 
resolve,  ascend,  as  fragrant  incense,  to  Heaven ;  and 
through  many  generations  may  parents  bequeath  to 
their  children  this  house,  as  a  sacred  spot,  where  God 
had  Mifted  upon  them  his  countenance,'  and  given 
them  pledges  of  his  everlasting  love. 
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DISCOURSE 


AT  THE  INSTALLATION  OF  THE  REV.  M.  I.  MOTTE. 

BOSTON,  189d. 


IL  TIMOTHY    L    7. 

FOR  GOD  HATH  NOT  GIVEN  US  THE  SMRIT  OP  FEAR,  BUT  OF  POWER,  ANB 
OF  LOVE,  AND  OF  A  SOUND  MINDL 

Why  was  Christianity  given?  Why  did  Christ  seal 
it  with  his  blood  f^  Why  is  it  to  be  preached  ?  What 
is  the  great  happiness  it  confers  ?  What  is  the  chief 
blessing  for  which  it  is  to  be  prized  ?  What  is  its 
preeminent  glory,  its  £rst  claim  on  the  gratitude  of 
mankind  ?  These  are  great  questions.  I  wish  to  an- 
swer them  plainly,  according  to  the  light  and  ability 
which  God  has  given  me.  I  read  the  answer  to  them 
in  the  text.  There  I  learn  the  great  good  which  God 
confers  through  Jesus  Christ.  *  He  hath  given  us  not 
the  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a 
sound  mind.'  The  glory  of  Christianity  is,  the  pure  and 
lofty  action  which  it  communicates  to  the  human  mind. 
It  does  not  breathe  a  timid,  abject  spirit.  If  it  did,  it 
would  deserve  no  praise.  It  gives  power,  energy,  cour- 
age, constancy  to  the  will ;  love,  disinterestedness,  en- 
larged affection  to  the  heart ;  soundness,  clearness,  and 
vigor  to  the  understanding.  It  rescues  him  who  re- 
ceives it  from  sin,  from  the  sway  of  the  passions  ;  gives 
him  the  full  and  free  use  of  his  best  powers ;  brings  out 
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and  brightens  the  divine  image  in  which  he  was  created ; 
and  in  this  way  not  only  bestows  the  promise,  but  the 
beginning  of  heaven.  This  is  the  excellence  of  Chris- 
tianity. 

This  subject  I  propose  to  illustrate.  •  Let,  me  begin 
it  with  one  remark,  which  I  would  willingly  avoid,  but 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  demanded  by  the  circumstances 
in  which  I  am  placed.  I  beg  you  to  remember,  that 
in  this  discourse  I  speak  in  my  own  name,  and  in  no 
other.  I  am  not  giving  you  the  opinions  of  any  sect  or 
body  of  men,  but  my  own.  I  hold  myself  alone  respon- 
sible for  what  I  utter.  Let  none  listen  to  me  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  what  others  think.  I  indeed  belong 
to  that  class  of  Christians,  who  are  distinguished,  by 
believing  that  there  is  one  God,  even  the  Father,  and 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  not  this  one  God,  but  his  dependent 
and  obedient  Son.  But  my  accordance  with  these  is 
fspr  from  being  universal,  nor  have  I  any  desire  to  extend 
it.  What  other  men  believe  is  to  me  of  little  moment. 
Their  arguments  I  gratefully  hear.  Their  conclusions 
I  am  free  to  receive  or  reject.  I  have  no  anxiety  to 
wear  the  livery  of  any  party.  I  indeed  take  cheerfully 
the  name  of  a  Unitarian,  because  unwearied  efforts  are 
used  to  raise  against  it  a  popular  cry ;  and  I  have  not 
so  learned  Christ,  as  to  shrink  from  reproaches  cast  on 
what  I  deem  his  truth.  Were  the  name  more  honored, 
I  should  be  glad  to  throw  it  off;  for  I  fear  the  shackles 
which  a  party  connexion  imposes.  I  wish  to  regard 
myself  as  belonging,  not  to  a  sect,  but  to  the  commu- 
nity of  free  minds,  of  lovers  of  truth,  of  followers  of 
Christ,  both  on  earth  and  in  heaven.  I  desire  to  escape 
the  narrow  walls  of  a  particular  church,  and  to  live  un- 
der the  open  sky,  in  the  broad  light,  looking  far  and 
wide,  seeing  with  my  own  eyes,  hearing  with  my  o\^n 
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ears,  and  following  truth  meekly,  but  resolutely,  how- 
ever arduous  or  solitary  be  the  path  in  which  she  leads. 
I  am  then  no  organ  of  a  sect,  but  speak  from  myself 
alone ;  and  I  thank  God  that  I  live  at  a  time,  and  under 
circumstances,  which  make  it  my  duty  to  lay  open  my 
whofe  mind  with  freedom  and  simplicity. 

I  began  with  asking,  What  is  the  main  design  and 
glory  of  Christianity  ?  and  I  repeat  the  answer,  that  its 
design  is  to  give,  not  a  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power,  of 
love,  and  of  a  sound  mind.  In  this  its  glory  chiefly 
consists.  In  other  words,  the  influence  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  exert  on  the  human  mind,  constitutes  its  su- 
preme honor  and  happiness.  Christ  is  a  great  Saviour, 
as  he  redeems  or  sets  free  the  mind,  cleansing  it  from 
evil,  breathing  into  ft  the  love  of  virtue,  calling  forth  its 
noblest  faculties  and  afiections,  enduing  it  with  moral 
power,  restoring  it  to  order,  health  and  liberty.  Such 
was  his  great  aim.  To  illustrate  these  views  will  be 
the  object  of  the  present  discourse. 

In  reading  the  New  Testament,  I  everywhere  meet 
the  end  here  ascribed  to  Jesus  Christ.  He  came,  as  I 
am  there  taught,  not  to  be  an  outward,  but  inward  de- 
liverer ;  not  to  rear  an  outward  throne,  but  to  establish 
his  kingdom  within  us.  He  came,  according  to  the 
express  language  and  plain  import  of  the  sacred  writers, 
*  to  save  us  from  sin,'  *  to.  bless  us  by  turning  us  from 
our  iniquities,'  *to  redeem  us'  from  corruptions  ^handed 
down  by  tradition,'  to  form  *  a  glorious '  and  spotless 
church'  or  community,  to  *  create  us  anew  after  the 
image  of  God,'  to  make  us  by  his  *  promises  partakers 
of  a  divine  nature,'  and  to  give  us  pardon  and  heaven 
by  calling  us  to  repentance  and  a  growing  virtue.  In 
reading  the  New  Testament,  I  everywhere  learn^  that 
Christ  lived,  taught,  died,  and  rose  again,  to  exert  a 
37* 
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purifying  and  ennobling  influence  on  the  human  charac- 
ter ;  to  make  us  victorious  over  sin,  over  ourselves,  over 
peril  and  pain ;  to  join  us  to  God  by  filial  love,  and  above 
all,  by  likeness  of  nature,  by  participation  of  his  spirit 
This  is  plainly  laid  down  in  the  New  Testament  as  the 
supreme  end  of  Christ, 

Let  me  now  ask,  Can  a  nobler  end  be  ascribed  to 
Jesus  ?  I  affirm,  that  there  is,  and  can  be  no  greater 
work  on  earth,  than  to  purify  the  soul  from  evil,  and  to 
kindle  in  it  new  light,  life,  energy,  and  love.  I  main- 
tain, that  the  true  measure  of  the  glory  of  a  religion, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  spirit  and  power  which  it  commu- 
nicates to  its  disciples.  This  is  one  of  the  plain  teach- 
ings of  reason.  The  chief  blessing  to  an  intelligent 
being,  that  which  makes  all  other  blessings  poor,  is  the 
improvement  of  his  own  mind.  Man  is  glorious  and 
happy,  not  by  what  he  has,  but  by  what  he  is.  He 
can  receive  nothing  better  or  nobler  than  the  unfolding 
of  his  own  spiritual  nature.  The  highest  existence  in 
the  universe  is  Mind  ;  for  God  is  mind  ;  and  the  devel- 
opement  of  that  principle  which  assimilates  us  to  God, 
must  be  our  supreme  good.  The  omnipotent  Creator, 
we  have  reason  to  think,  can  bestow  nothing  greater 
than  intelligence,  love,  rectitude,  energy  of  will  and  of 
benevolent  action ;  for  these  are  the  splendors  of  his  own 
nature.  We  adore  him  for  these.  In  imparting  these, 
he  imparts,  as  it  were,  himself.  We  are  too  apt  to  look 
abroad  for  good.  But  the  only  true  good  is  within.  In 
this  outward  universe,  magnificent  as  it  is,  in  the  bright 
day  and  the  starry  night,  in  the  earth  and  the  skies, 
we  can  discover  nothing  so  vast  as  thought,  so  strong 
as  the  unconquerable  purpose  of  duty,  so  sublime  as  the 
spirit  of  disinterestedness  and  self-sacrifice.     A  mind. 
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which  withstands  all  the  powers  of  the  outward  uni- 
verse, all  the  pains  which  fire,  and  sword,  and  storm 
can  inflict,  rather  than  swerve  from  uprightness,  is 
nobler  than  the  universe.  Why  will  we  not  learn  the 
glory  of  the  soul  ?  We  are  seeking  a  foreign  good. 
But  we  all  possess  within  us  what  is  of  more  worth 
than  the  external  creation.  For  this  outward  system 
is  the  product  of  Mind.  All  its  harmony,  beauty,  and 
beneficent  influences,  are  the  fruits  and  manifestations 
of  Thought  and  Love ;  and  is  it  not  nobler  and  happier, 
to  be  enriched  with  these  energies,  fro^  which  the 
universe  springs,  and  to  which  it  owes  its  magnificence, 
than  to  possess  the  universe  itself?  It  is  not  what  we 
have,  but  what  we  are,  which  constitutes  our  glory  and 
felicity.  The  only  true  and  durable  riches  belong  to 
the  mind.  A  soul,  narrow  and  debased,  may  extend 
ts  possessions  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  but  is  poor  and 
ivretched  still.  It  is  through  inward  health  that  we 
enjoy  all  outward  things.  Philosophers  teach  us,  that 
the  mind  creates  thq  beauty  which  it  admires  in  nature  ; 
and  we  all  know,  that,  when  abandoned  to  evil  pas- 
sions, it  can  blot  out  this  beauty,  and  spread  over  the 
fairest  scenes  the  gloom  of  a  dungeon.  We  all  know, 
that  by  vice  it  can  turn  the  cup  of  social  happiness  into 
poison,  and  the  most  prosperous  condition  of  life  into  a 
curse.  From  these  views  we  learn,  that  the  true  friend 
and  Saviour,  is  not  he  who  acts  for  us  abroad,  but  who 
acts  within,  who  sets  the  soul  free,  touches  the  springs 
of  thought  and  affection,  binds  us  to  God,  and  by  as- 
similating us  to  the  Creator,  brings  us  into  harmony 
with  the  creation.  Thus  the  end  which  we  have  as- 
cribed to  Christ,  is  the  most  glorious  and  beneficent 
which  can  be  accomplished  by  any  power  on  earth  or 
m  heaven.  • 
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That  the  highest  purpose  of  Christianity  is  such  as 
has  now  been  affirmed,  might  easily  be  shown  from  a 
survey  of  all  its  doctrines  and  precepts.  It  might  be 
shown,  that  every  office  with  which  Jesus  Christ  is  in- 
vested, was  intended  to  give  him  power  over  the  human 
character ;  and  that  his  great  distinction  consists  in  the 
grandeur  and  beneficence  of  his  influence  on  the  soul. 
But  a  discussion  of  this  extent  cannot  be  comprehended 
in  a  single  discourse.  Instead  of  a  general  survey  of 
the  subject,  I  shall  take  one  feature  of  it,  a  primary 
and  most  important  one,  and  shall  attempt  to  show  that 
the  great  aim  of  this  is  to  call  forth  the  soul  to  a  higher 
life,  to  a  nobler  exercise  of  its  power  and  affections. 

This  leading  feature  of  Christianity,  is  the  knowledge 
which  it  gives  of  the  character  of  God.  Jesus  Christ 
came  to  reveal  the  Father.  In  the  prophecies  concern- 
ing him  in  the  Old  Testament,  no  characteristic  is  so 
frequently  named,  as  that  he  should  spread  the  know- 
ledge of  the  true  God.  Now  I  ask,  what  constitutes  the 
importance  of  such  a  revelation  ?  Why  has  the'  Creator 
sent  his  Son  to  make  himself  known  ?  I  answer,  God 
is  most  worthy  to  be  known  because  he  is  the  most 
quickening,  purifying  and  ennobling  object  fdr  the  mind ; 
and  his  great  purpose  in  revealing  himself,  is,  that  he 
may  exalt  and  perfect  human  nature.  God,  as  he  is 
manifested  by  Christ,  is  another  name  for  intellectual 
and  moral  excellence ;  and  in  the  knowledge  of  him, 
our  intellectual  and  moral  powers  find  their  element, 
nutriment,  strength,  expansion  and  happiness.  To 
know  God  is  to  attain  to  the  sublimest  conception  in 
the  universe.  To  love  God  is  to  bind  ourselves  to  a 
being,  who  is  fitted,  as  no  other  being  is,  to  penetrate 
and  move  our  whole  hearts ;  in  loving  whom  we  exak 
ourselves ;  in  loving  wh9m,  we  love  the  great,  the  good, 
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the  beautifol,  and  the  infinite ;  and  under  whose  influ- 
ence, the  soul  unfolds  itself  as  a  perennial  plant  under 
the  cherishing  sun.  This  constitutes  the  chief  glorj  of 
religion.  It  ennobles  the  soul.  In  this  its  unrivalled 
dignitj  and  happiness  consist. 

I  fear  that  the  world  at  large  think  religion  a  very 
different  thing  from  what  has  now  been  set  forth.  Too 
manj  think  it  a  depressing,  rather  than  an  derating 
service,  that  it  breaks  rather  than  ennobles  the  spirit, 
that  it  teaches  us  to  cower  before  an  alniighty  and  irre- 
sistible  being ;  and  I  must  confess,  that  religion,  as  it 
bas  been  generally  taught,  is  anything  but  an  elevating 
principle.  It  has  been  used  to  scare  the  child  and  appal 
the  adolt.  Men  have  been  virtually  taught  to  glorify 
God  by  flattery,  rather  than  by  becoming  excellent  and 
glorious  themselves,  and  thus  doing  honor  to  their 
Maker.  Our  dependence  on  God  has  been  so  taught 
as  to  extinguish  the  consciousness  of  our  free  nature  and 
moral  power.  Religion,  in  one  or  another  form,  has 
always  been  an  engine  for  crushing  the  human  soul. 
But  such  is  not  the  religion  of  Christ.  If  it  were,  it 
would  deserve  no  respect.  We  are  not,  we  cannot  be 
bound  to  prostrate  ourselves  before  a  deity,  who  makes 
us  BtbjecX  and  base.  That  moral  principle  within  us» 
which  calls  us  to  watch  over  and  to  perfect  our  own 
souls,  is  an  inspiration,  which  no  teaching  can  supersede 
or  abolish.  But  I  cannot  bear,  even  in  way  of  argu- 
ment, to  speak  of  Christianity  as  giving  views  of  God 
depressing  and  debasing  to  the  human  mind.  Christ 
hath  revealed  to  us  God  as  The  Father,  and  as  a  Father 
in  the  noblest  sense  of  that  word.  He  hath  revealed 
him,  as  the  author  and  lover  of  all  souls,  desiring  to  re- 
deem all  from  sin,  and  to  impress  his  likeness  more  and 
more  resplendently  on  all ;  as  profiering  to  all  that  best 
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gift  in  the  universe,  his  ^  holy  spirit ; '  as  having  sent 
his  beloved  Son  to  train  us  up,  and  to  introduce  us  to  an 
'inheritance,  incorruptible,  undcfiled,  and  unfading  in 
the  heavens.'  Such  is  the  God  of  Jesus  Christ;  a 
being  not  to  break  the  spirit,  but  to  breathe  trusti 
courage,  constancy,  magnanimity,  in  a  word,  all  the 
sentiments  which  form  an  elevated  mind. 

This  sentiment,  that  the  knowledge  of  God,  as  given 
by  Christ,  is  important  and  glorious,  because  quickening 
and  exalting  to  the  human  soul,  needs  to  be  taught 
plainly  and  forcibly.  The  main  ground  of  the  obliga- 
tion of  being  religious,  I  fear,  is  not  understood  among 
the  multitude  of  Christians.  Ask  them,  why  they  must 
know  and  worship  God,  and  I  fear,  that  were  the  heart 
to  speak,  the  answer  would  be,  because  he  can  do  with 
us  what  he  will,  and  consequently  our  first  concern  is 
to  secure  his  favor.  Religion  is  a  calculation  of  interest, 
a  means  of  safety.  God  is  worshipped  too  often  cm 
the  same  principle,  on  which  flattery  and  personal  atten- 
tions are  lavished  on  human  superiors,  and  the  worship- 
per cares  not  how  abjectly  he  bows,  if  he  may  win  to 
his  side  the  power  which  he  cannot  resist.  I  look  with 
deep  sorrow  on  this  common  perversion  of  the  highest 
principle  of  the  soul.  My  friends,  God  is  not  to  be 
worshipped,  because  he  has  much  to  give,  for  on  this 
principle  a  despot,  who  should  be  munificent  to  his 
slaves,  would  merit  homage.  He  is  not  to  be  adored 
for  mere  power ;  for  power,  when  joined  with  selfishness 
and  crime,  ought  to  be  withstood,  and  the  greater  the 
might  of  an  evil  agent,  the  holier  and  the  loftier  is  the 
spirit  which  will  not  bend  to  him.  True  religion  is  the 
worship  of  a  perfect  being,  who  is  the  author  of  perfec- 
tion to  those  who  adore  him.  On  this  ground,  and  <m 
no  other,  religion  rests. 
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Why  is  it,  my  hearers,  that  God  has  discovered  such 
solicitude,  if  I  may  use  the  word,  to  make  himself 
known  and  obtain  our  worship  ?  Think  you,  that  he 
calls  us  to  adore  him  from  a  love  of  homage  or  service  P 
Has  God  man's  passion  for  ruling,  man's  thirst  for 
applause,  man's  desire  to  have  his  name  shouted  by 
crowds?  Could  the  acclamations  of  the  universe, 
though  concentrated  into  one  burst  of  praise,  give  our 
Creator  a  new  or  brighter  consciousness  of  his  own 
majesty  and  goodness?  Oh!  no.  He  has  manifest^  . 
himself  to  us,  because,  in  the  knowledge  and  adoration 
of  his  perfections,  our  own  intellectual  and  moral  per- 
fection is  found.  What  he  desires,  is,  not  our  subjec- 
tion, but  our  excellence.  He  has  no  love  of  praise. 
He  calls  us  as  truly  to  honor  goodness  in  others  as  in 
himself,  and  only  claims  supreme  honor,  because  he 
transcends  all  others,  and  because  he  communicates  to 
the  mind  which  receives  him,  a  light,  strength,  purity, 
which  no  other  being  can  confer.  God  has  no  love  of 
empire.  It  could  give  him  no  pleasure  to  have  his 
footstool  worn  by  the  knees  of  infinite  hosts.  It  is  to 
make  us  his  children  in  the  highest  sense  of  that  word, 
to  make  us  more  and  more  the  partakers  of  his  own  na- 
ture, not  to  multiply  slaves,  that  he  hath  sent  his  Son  to 
make  himself  known.  God  indeed  is  said  to  seek  his 
own  glory ;  but  the  glory  of  a  creator  must  consist  in 
the  glory  of  his  works  ;  and  we  may  be  assured,  that 
he  cannot  wish  any  recognition  of  himself,  but  that 
which  will  perfect  his  noblest,  highest  work,  the  im- 
mortal mind. 

Do  not,  my  friends,  forget  the  great  end  for  which 
Christ  enjoins  on  us  the  worship  of  God.  It  is  not, 
that  we  may  ingratiate  ourselves  with  an  almighty 
agent,  whose  frown  is  destruction.     It  is,  that  we  may 
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hold  communion  with  an  intelligence  and  goodness,  in- 
finitely surpassing  our  own ;  that  we  maj'  rise  above 
imperfect  and  finite  natures ;  that  we  may  attach  our- 
selves by  lore  and  reverence  to  the  best  Being  in  the 
universe ;  and  that  through  veneration  and  love  we  may 
receive  into  our  own  minds  the  excellence,  disinterest- 
edness, wisdom,  purity,  and  power,  which  we  adore. 
This  reception  of  the  divine  attributes,  I  desire  espe- 
cially to  hojd  forth,  as  the  most  glorious  end  for  which 
God  reveals  himself.  To  praise  htm  is  not  eno«^ 
That  homage,  which  has  no  power  to  assimilate  us  to 
him,  is  of  little  or  no  worth.  The  truest  admiration  is 
that  by  which  we  receive  other  minds  into  our  own. 
True  praise  is  a  sympathy  with  excellence,  gaining 
strength  by  utterance.  Such  is  the  praise  which  God 
demands.  Then  only  is  the  purpose  of  Christ's  reve- 
lation of  God  accomplished,  when,  by  reception  of  the 
doctrine  of  a  Paternal  Divinity,  we  are  quickened  to 
*  follow  him,  as  dear  children,'  and  are  <  filled  with  his 
fulness,'  and  become  *  his  temples,'  and  *  dwell  in  God, 
and  have  God  dwelling  in  ourselves.' 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  the  great  purpose  of  the 
christian  doctrine  respecting  God,  or  in  what  its  impor- 
tance and  glory  consist.  Had  I  time,  I  might  show, 
that  every  other  doctrine  of  our  religion  has  the  same 
end.  I  might  particularly  show  how  wonderfully  fitted 
are  the  character,  example,  life,  death,  resurrection,  and 
all  the  ofiices  of  Christ,  to  cleanse  the  mind  from  moral 
evil,  to  quicken,  soften,  elevate,  and  transform  it  into 
the  divine  image ;  and  I  might  show  that  these  are  the 
influences  which  true  faith  derives  from  him,  and  through 
which  he  works  out  our  salvation.  But  I  cannot  enter 
on  this  fruitful  subject.     Let  me  only  say,  that  I  see 
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everywhere  in  Gbristianitj,  this  great  design  of  liberat- 
ing and  raising  the  human  mind,  on  which  I  have  en- 
larged. I  see  in  Christianity  nothing  narrowing  or  de- 
pressing, nothing  of  the  littleness  of  the  systems  which 
human  fear,  and  craft,  and  ambition,  have  engendered. 
I  meet  there  no  minute  legislation,  no  descending  to 
precipe  details,  no  arbitrary  injunctions,  no  yoke  of 
ceremonies,  no  outward  religion.  Everything  breather 
freedom,  liberality,  enlargement.  I  meet  there,  not  a 
formal,  rigid  creed,  binding  on  the  intellect,  through  all 
ages^  the  mechanical,  passive  repetition  of  the  same 
wocds,  and  the  same  ideas ;  but  I  meet  a  few  grand,  all 
comprehending  truths,  which  are  given  to  the  soul,  to 
be  developed  and  applied  by  itself;  given  to  it,  as  seed 
to  the  sower,  to  be  cherished  and  expanded  by  its  own 
thought,  love,  and  obedience  into  more  and  more  gloria 
ous  fruits  of  wisdom  and  virtue.  I  see  it  everywhere 
inculcating  an  enlarged  spirit  of  piety  and  philanthropy, 
leaving  each  of  us  to  manifest  this  spirit  according  jto 
the  mpniticms  of  his  individual  conscience.  I  hear  it 
everywhere  calling  the  soul  to  freedom  and  power,  by 
calling  it  to  guard  against  the  senses,  the  passions,  the 
appetites,  through  which  it  is  chained,  enfeebled,  de- 
stroyed. I  see  it  everywhere  aiming  to  give  the  mind 
power  over  the  outward  world,  to  make  it  superior  to 
events,  to  suffering,  to  material  nature,  to  persecution, 
to  death.  I  see  it  everywhere  aiming  to  give  the  mind 
power  over  itself,  to  invest  it  with  inward  sovereignty, 
to  call  forth  within  us  a  mighty  energy  for  our  own 
elevation.  .  I  meet  in  Christianity  only  discoveries  of  a 
vast,  bold,  illimitable  character  ;  fitted  and  designed  to 
give  energy  and  expansion  to  the  soul.  By  its  doctrine 
of  a  Universal  Father,  it  sweej*  away  all  the  barriers 
of  sect,  party,  rank,  and  nation,  in  which  men  have 
38 
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labored  to  shut  up  their  love ;  makes  us  members  of  an 
unbounded  family  ;  and  establishes  sympathies  between 
man  and  the  whole  intelligent  creation.  In  the  char- 
acter of  Christ,  it  sets  before  us  moral  perfection,  that 
greatest  and  most  quickening  miracle  in  human  history, 
a  purity,  which  shows  no  stain  or  touch  of  th^  earth, 
an  excellence  unborrowed,  unconfined,  bearing  no  uxh 
press  of  any  age  or  any  nation,  the  very  image  of  the 
Universal  Father ;  and  it  encourages  us,  by  assurances 
<^  God's  merciful  aid,  to  propose  this  enlarged,  unsul* 
lied  virtue,  as  the  model  and  happiness  of  our  moral 
nature.  By  the  cross  of  Christ,  it  sets  forth  the  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice  with  an  energy  never  known  before, 
and,  in  thus  crucifying  selfishness,  frees  the  mind  firom 
its  worst  chain.  By  Christ's  resurrection,  it  links  this 
short  life  with  eternity,  discovers  to  us  in  the  fleeting 
present,  the  germ  of  an  endless  future,  reveals  to  us 
the  human  mind  ascending  to  other  worlds,  breathing  a 
freer  air,  forming  higher  connexions,  and  summons  us 
to  a  force  of  holy  purpose  becoming  such  a  destination. 
To  conclude,  Christianity  everywhere  sets  before  us 
God  in  the  character  of  infinitely  free,  rich,  boundless 
Grace,  in  a  clemency  which  is  *  not  overcome  by  evil, 
but  overcomes  evil  with  good  ; '  and  a  more  animating 
and  ennobling  truth,  who.  of  us  can  conceive  ?  I  have 
hardly  glanced  at  what  Christianity  contains.  But 
who  does  not  see  that  it  was  sent  from  heaven,  to  call 
forth,  and  exalt  human  nature,  and  that  this  is  its  great 
glory?  ' 

It  has  been  my  object  in  this  discourse  to  lay  open 
a  great  truth,  a  central,  all-comprehending  truth  of 
Christianity.  Whoever  intelligently  and  cordially  em- 
braces it,  obtains  a  standard  by  which  to  try  all  other 
doctrines,  and  to  measure  the  importance  of  all  other 
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truths.  Is  it  so  embraced  ?  I  fear  not.  I  apprehend 
that  it  is  dimly  discerned  by  many  who  acknowledge 
it,  whilst  on  many  more  it  has  hardly  dawned,  I  see 
other  views  prevailing,  and  prevailing  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  among  all  bodies  of  Christians,  and  they 
seem  to  me  among  the  worst  errors  of  our  times. 
Some  of  these  I  would  now  briefly  notice. 

1 .  There  are  those,  who,  instead  of  placing  the  glory 
of  Christianity  in  the  pure  and  powerful  action  which 
it  gives  to  the  human  mind,  seem  to  think,  that  it  is 
rather  designed  to  substitute  the  activity  of  another  for 
our  own.  They  imagine  the  benefit  of  the  religion  to 
be,  that  it  enlists  on  our  side  an  almighty  being  who 
does  everything  for  us.  To  disparage  human  agency, 
seems  to  them  the  essence  of  piety.  They  think 
Christ's  glory  to  consist,  not  in  quickening  free  agents 
to  act  powerfully  on  themselves,  but  in  changing  them 
by  an  irresistible  energy.  They  place  a  Christian's 
happiness,  not  so  much  in  powers  and  affections  unfold- 
ed in  his  own  breast,  as  in  a  foreign  car^- extended  over 
him,  in  a  foreign  wisdom  which  takes  the  place  of  his 
own  intelligence.  Now  the  great  purpose  of  Christi- 
anity is,  not  to  procure  or  offer  to  the  mind  a  friend  on 
whom  it  may  passively  lean,  but  to  make  the  mind 
itself  wise,  strong,  and  efficient.  Its  end  is,  not  that 
wisdom  and  strength,  as  subsisting  in  another,  should 
do  everything  for  us,  but  that  these  attributes  should 
grow  perpetually  in  our  own  souls.  According  to 
Christianity,  we  are  not  carried  forward  as  a  weight  by 
a  foreign  agency ;  but  God,  by  means  suited  to  our 
moral  nature,  quickens  and  strengthens  us  to  walk  our- 
selves. The  great  design  of  Christianity  is  to  build  up 
in  our  own  souls  a  power  to  withstand,  to  endure,  to 
triumph.     Inward  vigor  is  its  aim.     That  we  should  do 
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most  for  ourselves  and  most  for  others,  this  is  the  glory 
it  confers,  and  in  this  its  happiness  is  found. 

2.  I  pass  to  another  illustration  of  the  insensibilitj 
of  men  to  the  great  doctrine,  that  the  happiness  and 
glory  of  Christianity  consist  in  the  healthy  and  lofty 
frame  to  which  it  raises  the  mind.  I  refer  to  the  pro- 
pensity of  multitudes  to  make  a  wide  separation  betweeft 
religion  or  christian  virtue,  and  its  rewards.  That  the 
chief  reward  lies  in  the  very  spirit  of  religion,  they  do 
not  dream.  They  thbk  of  being  Christians  for  the 
sake  of  something  beyond  the  christian  character,  and 
something  more  precious.  They  think  that  Christ  has  ' 
a  greater  good  to  give,  than  a  strong  and  generous  love 
towards  God  and  mankind ;  and  would  almost  turn 
from  4iim  with  scorn,  if  they  thought  him  only  a  bene- 
factor to  the  mind.  It  is  this  low  view,  which  dwarfs 
the  piety  of  thousands.  Multitudes  are  saving  God 
for  wages  distinct  from  the  service,  and  hence  supersti- 
tion, slavishness,  and  formality  are  substituted  (or  in- 
ward energy  and  spiritual  worship. 

5.  ,  Men's  ignorance  of  the  great  truth  stated  in  this 
discourse,  is  seen  in  the  low  ideas  attached  by  multi- 
tudes to  the  word,  salvation.  Ask  multitudes,  what  is 
the  chief  evil  from  which  Christ  came  to  save  them, 
and  they  will  tell  you,  '  From  hell,  from  penal  fires, 
from  future  punishment.'  Accordingly  they  think,  that 
salvation  is  something  which  another  may  achieve  for 
them,  very  much  as  a  neighbour  may  quench  a  confla- 
gration that  menaces  their  dwellings  and  lives.  That 
word  hell,  which  is  used  so  seldom  in  the  sacred  pages, 
which,  in  a  faithful  translation,  would  not  onee  occur 
in  the  writings  of  Paul,  and  Peter,  and  John,  which  we 
meet  only  in  four  or  five  discourses  of  Jesus,  and  which 
aU  persons,  acquainted  with  Jewish  geography,  know  ta 
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be  a  metaphor,  a  figure  of  speech,  and  not  a  literal  ex 
pression,  this  word,  by  a  perverse  and  exaggerated  use, 
has  done  unspeakable  injury  to  Christianity,  It  has 
possessed  and  diseased  men's  imaginations  with  outward 
tortures,  shrieks,  and  flames;  given  them  the  idea  of  an 
outward  ruin  as  what  tbey  have  chiefly  to  dread ;  turned 
their  thoughts  to  Jesus,  as  an  outward  deliverer;  and 
thus  blinded  them  to  his  true  glory,  which  consists  in 
his  setting  free  and  exalting  the  soul.  Men  are  flying 
from  an  outward  hell,  when  in  truth  they  carry  within 
them  the  hell  which  they  should  chiefly  dread.  The 
salvation  which  man  chiefly  needs,  and  that  which 
brings  with  it  all  other  deliverance,  is  salvation  from  the 
evil  of  his  ovni  mind.  There  is  something  far  worse 
than  outward  punishment.  It  is  sin  ;  it  is  the  state  of 
a  soul,  which  has  revolted  from  God,  and  cast  off*  its 
allegiance  to  conscience  and  the  divine  word ;  which 
renounces  its  Father,  and  hardens  itself  against  Infinite 
Love ;  which,  endued  with  divine  powers,  enthrals  it- 
self to  animal  lusts ;  which  makes  gain  its  god  ;  which 
has  capacities  of  boundless  and  ever  growing  love,  and 
shuts  itself  up  in  the  dungeon  of  private  interests; 
which,  gifted  with  a  self-directing  power,  consents  to  be 
a  slave,  and  is  passively  formed  by  custom,  opinion,  and 
changing  events ;  which,  living  under  God's  eye,  dreads 
man's  frown  or  scorn,  and  prefers  human  praise  to  its 
own  calm  consciousness  of  virtue ;  which  tamely  yields 
to  temptation,  shrinks  with  a  coward's  baseness  from 
the  perils  of  duty,  and  sacrifices,  its  glory  and  peace  in 
parting  with  self-control.  No  ruin  can  be  compared  to 
this.  This  the  impenitent  man  carries  with  him  beyond 
the  grave,  and  there  meets  its  natural  issue,  and  inevita- 
ble retribution,  in  remorse,  self-torture,  and  woes  un- 
known on  earth.  This  we  cannot  too  strongly  fear. 
38* 
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To  save,  in  the  highest  sense  of  that  word,  is  to  lift  the 
fallen  spirit  from  this  depth,  to  heal  the  diseased  mind, 
to  restore  it  to  energy  and  freedom  of  thought,  con-  ' 
science,  and  love.  This  was  chielfly  the  salvation  for 
which  Christ  shed  his  blood.  For  this  the  holy  spirit  is 
given  ;  and  to  this  all  the  truths  of  Christianity  conspire. 

4.  Another  illustration  of  the  error  which  I  am 
laboring  to  expose,  and  which  places  the  glory  and  im- 
portance of  Christianity  in  something  besides  its  quick- 
ening injQuence  on  the  soul,  is  afforded  in  the  common 
apprehensions  formed  of  heaven,  and  of  the  methods  by 
which  it  may  be  obtained.  Not  a  few,  I  suspect,  con-* 
ceive  of  heaven  as  a  foreign  good.  It  is  a  distant  coun- 
try, to  which  we  are  to  be  conveyed  by  an  outward 
agency.  How  slowly  do  men  learn,  that  heaven  is  the 
perfection  of  the  mind,  and  that  Christ  gives  it  now 
just  as  far  as  he  raises  the  mind  to  celestial  truth  and 
virtue.  It  is  true,  that  this  word  is  often  used  to  express 
a  future  felicity;  but  the  blessedness  of  the  future 
world  is  only  a  continuance  of  what  is  begun  here. 
There  is  but  one  true  happiness,  that  of  a  mind  unfold- 
ing its  best  powers,  and  attaching  itself  to  great  objects ; 
and  Christ  gives  heaven,  only  in  proportion  as  he  gives 
this  elevation  of  character.  The  disinterestedness,  and 
moral  strength,  and  filial  piety  of  the  Christian,  are  not 
mere  means  of  heaven,  but  heaven  itself,  and  heaven 
now. 

The  most  exalted  idea  we  can  form  of  the  future 
state,  is,  that  it  brings  and  joins  us  to  God.  But  is  not 
approach  to  this  great  being  begun  on  earth  ?  Another 
delightful  view  of  heaven,  is,  that  it  unites  us  with  the 
good  and  great  of  our  own  race,  and  even  with  higher 
orders  of  beings.  But  this  union  is  one  of  spirit,  not 
of  mere  place ;  it  is  accordance  of  thought  and  feeling. 
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Qot  an  outward  relation;  and  does  not  this  harmony 
begin  even  now?  and  is  not  virtuous  friendship  on 
earth  essentially  the  pleasure  which  we  hope  hereafter? 
What  place  would  be  drearier  than  the  future  mansions 
of  Christ,  to  one  who  should  want  sympathy  with  their 
inhabitants,  who  could  not  understand  their  language, 
who  would  feel  himself  a  foreigner  there,  who  would 
be  taught,  by  the  joys  which  he  could  not  partake,  his 
own  loneliness  and  desolation  ?  These  views,  I  know, 
are  often  given  with  greater  or  less  distinctness ;  but 
they  seem  to  me  not  to  have  brought  home  to  men  the 
truth,  that  the  fountain  of  happiness  must  be  in  our  own 
souls.  Gross  ideas  of  futurity  still  prevail.  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if  to  some  among  us  the  chief  idea  of 
heaven  were  that  of  a  splendor,  a  radiance,  like  that 
which  Christ  wore  on  the.  Mount  of  Transfiguration. 
Let  us  all  consider,  and  it  is  a  great  truth,  that  heaven 
has  no  lustre  surpassing  that  bf  intellectual  and  moral 
worth ;  and  that,  were  the  effulgence  of  the  sun  and 
stars  concentrated  in  the  Christian,  even  this  would  be 
darkness,  compared  with  the  pure  beamings  of  wisdom, 
love  and  power  from  his  mind.  Think  not  then  that 
Christ  has  come  to  give  heaven  as  something  distinct 
from  virtue.  Heaven  is  the  freed  and  sanctified  mind, 
enjoying  God  through  accordance  with  his  attributes,, 
multiplying  its  bonds  and  sj^ipathies  with  excellent 
beings,  putting  forth  noble  powers,  and  ministering,  in 
union  with  the  enlightened  and  holy,  to  the  happiness 
and  virtue  of  the  universe. 

My  friends,  I  fear  I  have  been  guilty  of  repetition. 
But  I  feel  the  greatness  of  the  truth  which  I  deliver, 
and  I  am  anxious  to  make  it  plain.  Meli  need  to  be 
taught  it  perpetually.  They  have  always  been  inclined 
to  look  to  Christ  for  something  better,  as  they  have 
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dreamed,  than  the  elevation  of  their  own  souls.  The 
great  purpose  of  Cbrstianity  to  unfold  and  strengthen 
and  lift  up  the  mind,  has  been  perpetually  thrown  out  of 
sight.  In  truth,  this  purpose  has  been  more  than  over^ 
looked.  It  has  been  reversed.  The  very  religion,  given 
to  exalt  human  nature,  has  been  used  to  make  it  abject. 
The  very  religion,  which  was  given  to  create  a  generous 
hope,  has  been  made  an  instrument  of  servile  and  tortur- 
ing fear.  The  very  religion,  which  came  from  Crod's 
goodness  to  enlarge  the  human  soul  with  a  kindred  good- 
ness, has  been  employed  to  narrow  it  to  a  sect,  to  rear  the 
Inquisition,  and  to  kindle  fires  for  the  martyr.  The  very 
religion,  given  to  make  the  understanding  and  conscience 
free,  has,  by  a  criminal  perversion,  served  to  break  them 
into  subjection  to  priests,  ministers,  and  human  creeds. 
Ambition  and  craft  have  seized  on  the  solemn  doctrines 
of  an  omnipotent  God  and  of  future  punishment,  and 
turned  them  into  engines  against  the  child,  the  trem- 
bling female,  the  ignorant  adult,  until  the  skeptic  has 
been  emboldened  to  charge  on  religion  the  chief  mise- 
ries and  degradation  of  human  nature.  It  is  from  a 
deep  and  sorrowful  conviction  of  the  injuries  inflicted 
on  Christianity  and  on  the  human  soul,  by  these  per- 
versions and  errors,  that  I  have  reiterated  the  great 
truth  of  this  discourse.  I  would  rescue  our  holy  faith 
from  this  dishonor.  Ch'ristianity  has  no  tendency  to 
break  the  human  spirit,  or  to  make  man  a  slave.  It 
has  another  aim ;  and  as  far  as  it  is  understood,  it  puts 
forth  another  power.  God  sent  it  from  heaven,  Christ 
sealed  it  with  his  blood,  that  it  might  give  force  of 
thought  and  purpose  to  the  human  mind,  might  free  it 
from  all  fear  but  the  fear  of  wrong  doing,  might  make 
it  free  of  its  fellow  beings,  might  break  from  it  every 
outward  and  inward  chain. 
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My  hearers,  I  close  with  exhorting  you  to  remember 
this  great  purpose  of  our  religion.  Receive  Christianity 
as  given  to  raise  you  in  the  scale  of  spiritual  being. 
Expect  from  it  no  good,  any  farther  than  it  gives  strength 
and  woi1:h  to  your  characters.  Think  not,  as  some  seem 
to  think,  that  Christ  has  a  higher  gift  than  purity  to 
bestow,  even  pardon  to  the  sinner.  He  does  bring 
pardon.  But  once  separate  the  idea  of  pardon  from 
purity ;  once  imagine  that  forgiveness  is  possible  to  him 
who  does  not  forsake  sin ;  once  make  it  an  exemption 
from  outward  punishment,  and  not  the  admission  of  the 
reformed  mind  to  favor  and  communion  with  God ;  and 
the  doctrine  of  pardon  becomes  your  peril,  and  a  system, 
so  teaching  it,  is  fraught  with  evil.  Expect  no  good 
from  Christ,  any  farther  than  you  are  exalted  by  his 
character  and  teaching.  Expect  nothing  from  his  cross 
unless  a  power  comes  from  it,  strengthening  you  to 
*  bear  Jiis  cross,'  to  '  drink  his  cup,'  with  his  own  un- 
conquerable love.  This  is  its  highest  influence.  Look 
not  abroad  for  the  blessings  of  Christ.  His  reign  and 
chief  blessings  are  within  you.  The  human  soul  is  his 
kingdom.  There  he  gains  his  victories,  there  rears  his 
temples,  there  lavishes  Ris  treasures.  His  noblest  mon- 
ument is  a  mind,  redeemed  from  iniquity,  brought  back 
and  devoted  to  God,  forming  itself  after  the  perfection 
of  the  Saviour,  great  through  its  power  to  suffer  for 
truth,  lovely  through  its  meek  and  gentle  virtues.  No 
other  monument  does  Christ  desire  ;  for  this  will  endure 
and  increase  in  splendor,  when  earthly  thrones  shall 
have  fallen,  and  even  when  the  present  order  of  the 
outward  universe  shall  have  accomplished  its  work,  and 
shall  have  passed  away. 
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DISCOURSE 

AT    THE    ORDINATION    OF    THE    REV.  F.  A.  FARLET, 
PBOYIDBNOB,  R.  I.  1808. 


EPHESUNS,  V.  1. 

BK  YE  THEREFORB  FOLLOWERS  OF  GOD,  AS  DEAR  CHILDREN 

To  promote  true  religion  is  the  purpose  of  the  chris- 
tian ministry.  For  this  it  was  ordained.  On  the 
present  occasion,  therefore,  when  a  new  teacher  is  to 
be  given  to  the  church,  a  discourse  on  the  character  of 
true  religion  will  not  be  inappropriate.  I  do  not  mean, 
that  I  shall  attempt,  in  the  limits  to  which  I  am  now 
confined,  to  set  before  you  all  its  properties,  signs,  and 
operations  ;  for  in  so  doing  I  should  burden  your  memo- 
ries with  divisions  and  vague  generalities,  as  uninterest- 
ing as  they  would  be  unprofitable.  My  purpose  is,  to 
select  one  view  of  the  subject,  which  seems  to  me  of 
primary  dignity  and  importance  ;  and  I  select  this,  be- 
cause it  is  greatly  neglected,  and  because  I  attribute  to 
this  neglect  much  of  the  inefficacy,  and  many  of  the 
corruptions  of  religion. 

The  text  calls  us  to  follow  or  imitate  God,  to  seek 
accordance  with  or  likeness  to  him ;  and  to  do  this,  not 
fearfully  and  faintly,  but  with  the  spirit  and  hope  of 
beloved  children.  The  doctrine,  which  I  propose  to 
illustrate,  is  derived  immediately  from  these  words,  and 
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is  incorporated  with  the  whole  New   Testament.     1 

reaffirm,  and  would  maintain,  that  true  religioa  consists 

in  proposing  as  our  great  end,  a  growing  likeness  to  the 

t  Supreme  Being.  Its  noblest  influence  consistg,  in 
making  as  more  and  more  partakers  of  the  Divinity. 
Tor  this  it  is  to  be  preached.  Religious  instruction 
should  siin)  chiefly  to  turn  men's  atpirations  tmd  rflbrts 
to  that  perfection  af  the  soul,  which  constitutes  it  a 
bright  image  of  God.  Such  is  the  topic  now  to  he  dis- 
cussed ;  and  I  implore  Him,  whose  glory  I  seek,  to  aid 
me  in  unfolding  and  enforcing  it  with  simplicity  and 
clearness,  with  a  calm  and  pure  zeal,  and  with  unfeign- 
ed charity, 

I  begin  with  observing,  what  all  indeed  will  under- 
stand, that  the  likeness  to  God,  of  which  I  propose  to 
speak,  belongs  to  man's  higher  or  spiritual  nature.  It 
has  its  foundation  in  the  original  and  essential  capacities 
of  the  mind.  In  proportion  as  these  are  unfolded  by 
right  and  vigorous  exertion,  it  is  extended  and  brighten- 
ed. In  proportion  as  these  lie  dormant,  it  is  obscured. 
In  proportion  as.  they  are  perverted  and  overpowered  by 
the  appetites  and  passions,  it  is  blotted  out.  In  twth, 
moral  evil,  if  unresisted  and  habitual,  may  so  blight  and 
lay  waste  these*  capacities,  that  the  image  of  God  in 
man  may  seem  to  be  wholly  destroyed. 

The  importance  of  this  assimilation  to  our  Creator, 
is  a  topic,  which  needs  no  labored  discussion.  All  men, 
of  whatever  name,  or  sect,  or  opinion,  will  meet  me  on 
this  ground.  All,  I  presume,  will  allow,  that  no  good 
in  the  compass  of  the  universe,  or  within  the  gift  of 
omnipotence,  can  be.  compared  to  a  resemblance  of  God, 
or  to  a  participation  of  his  attributes.  I  fear  no  contra- 
diction here.  Likeness  to  God  is  the  supreme  gift. 
He  can  communicate   nothing   so  precious,   glorious, 
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blessed  as  himself.  To  hold  intellectual  and  moral 
affinity. with  the  Supreme  Being,  to  partake  his  spirit, 
to  be  his  children  by  derivations  of  kindred  excellence, 
to  bear  a  growing  conformity  to  the  perfection  which 
we  adore,  this  is  a  felicity  which  obscures  and  annihi- 
lates all  other  good. 

It  is  only  in  proportion  to  this  likeness  that  we  can 
enjoy  either  God,  or  the  universe.  That  God  can  be 
known  and  enjoyed  only  through  sympathy  or  kindred 
attributes,  is  a  doctrine  which  even  Gentile  philosophy 
discerned.  That  the  pure  in  heart  can  alone  see  and 
commune  with  the  pure  Divinity,  was  the  sublime  in- 
struction of  ancient  sages  as  well  as  of  inspired  prophets. 
It  is  indeed  the  lesson  of  daily  experience.  To  under- 
stand a  great  and  good  being,  we  must  have  the  seeds 
of  the  same  excellence.  How  quickly,  by  what  an 
instinct,  do  accordant  minds  recognise  one  another! 
No  attraction  is  so  powerful  as  that  which  subsists  be- 
tween the  truly  wise,  and  good ;  whilst  the  brightest 
excellence  is  lost  on  those,  who  have  nothing  congenial 
in  their  own  breasts.  God  becomes  a  real  being  to  us, 
in«proportion  as  his  own  nature  is  unfolded  within  us. 
To  a  man  who  is  growing  in  the  likeness  of  God,  faith 
begins  even  here  to  change  into  vision.  He  carries 
within  himself  a  proof  of  a  Deity,  which  can  only  be 
understood  by  experience.  He  more  than  believes,  he 
feels  the  divine  presence ;  and  gradually  rises  to  an  in- 
tercourse with  his  Maker,  to  which  it  is  not  irreverent 
to  apply  the  name  of  friendship  and  intimacy.  The 
apostle  John  intended  to  express  this  truth,  when  he 
tells  us  that  he,  in  whom  a  principle  of  divine  charity 
or  benevolence  has  become  a  habit  and  life,  ^  dwells  in 
God  and  God  in  him.' 
39 
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^  It  is  plitin,  too,  that  likeness  to  God  is  the  trae  and 
^nly  preparatioa  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  universe.  In 
proportion  as  we  approach  and  resemble  the  mind  of 
God,  we  are  brought  into  harmony  with  the  creation ; 
fof,  in  that  proportion  we  possess  the  principles  from 
which  the  universe  sprung ;  we  carry  within  ourselves 
the  perfections  of  which^  its  beauty,  magnificence,  order, 
benevolent  adaptations,  and  boundless  purposes,  are  the 
r^ults  and  manifestations,  God  unfolds  himself  in  his 
"works  to  a  kindred  mind.  It  is  possible,  that  the  brevi* 
%y  of  these  hints  may  expose  to  the  charge  of  mysticism, 
what  seems  to  me  tjie  calmest  and  clearest  truth.  I 
think,  however,  that  every  reflecting  man  will  feel^  that 
likeness  to  God  must  be  a  principle  of  sympathy  or  ac- 
fK>rdance  with  his  creation ;  for  the  creation  is  a  birth 
and  shining  forth  of  the  Divine  Mind,  a  work  through 
Vvhich  his  spirit  breathes.  In  proportion  as  we  receive 
this  spirit,  we  possess  within  ourselves  the  explanation 
of  what  we  see^  We  discern  more  and  more  of  God  in 
everything,  from  the  frail  flower  to  the  everlasting  stars* 
Even  in  evil,  that  dark  cloud  which  hangs  over  the  cre- 
ation we  discern  rays  of  light  and  hope,  and  gradually 
eome  to  see  in  suflering  and  temptation,  proofs  and  in- 
9tnwents  of  the  sublimest  purposes  of  Wisdom  and 
Love, 

I  have  offered  these  very  imperfect  views,  that  I  Biay 
sihow  the  great  importance  of  the  doctrine  which  I  am 
aoUeitous  to  enforce*  I  would  teach,  that  Jikeness  to 
God  is  a  good  so  unutterably  surpassing  all  other  good, 
that  whoever  admits  it  as  attainable,  must  acknowledge 
it  to  be  the  chief  aim  of  life.  I  would  show  that  the 
lllghiest  and  happiest  office  of  religion,  is  to  bring  the 
mind  into  growing  accordance  witb  God,  and  that  by 
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the  tendency  of  religious  systems  to  this  end  their  truth 
and  worth  are  to  be  chiefly  triedi 

1  am  aware  that  it  may  be  said^  that  the  scriptures, 
in  speaking  of  man  as  made  in  the  image  of  God,  and  in 
calling  us  to  imitate  him,  use  bold  and  figurative  lan^- 
guage*  It  may  be  said,  that  there  is  danger  from  too 
literal  an  interpretation  ;  that  God  is  an  unapproacbablg 
being ;  that  I  am  not  warranted  in  ascribing  to  man  a 
like  nature  to  the  Dirine ;  that  We  and  all  things  illua* 
trate  the  Creator  by  contrast,  not  by  resemblance ;  that 
religion  manifests  itself  chiefly  in  conyictions  and  ack'- 
nowledgements  of  utter  worthlessness ;  and  that  to  talk 
of  the  greatness  and  divinity  of  the  human  soul,  is  td 
inflate  that  pride  through  which  Satan  fell,  and  through 
which  man  involves  himself  in  that  fulled  spirit's  ruin« 

I  answer,  that,  to  me,  scripture  and  reason  hold  m 
different  language.  In  Christianity  particularly,  I  meet 
perpetual  testimonies  to  the  divinity  of  human  nature. 
This  whole  religion  expresses  an  infinite  concern  of  God 
for  the  human  soul,  and  teaches  that  he  deems  no 
methods  too  expensive  for  its  recovery  and  exaltation* 
Christianity,  with  one  voice,  calls  me  to  turn  my  regards 
and  care  to  the  spirit  within  me,  as  of  more  Worth  thni 
the  whole  outward  world.  It  calls  us  to^  be  perfect  as» 
our  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect ;'  and  everywhere,  m  the 
dobtimity  of  its  precepts,  it  implies  and  rec(^nise9  the 
i^blime  capacities  of  the  being  to  whom  they  are  ad' 
dressed.  It  asstfres  us  that  human  virtue  i^  ^  in  the  sight 
of  God  of  great  price,'  and  speaks  of  the  return  of  a 
human  being  to  virtue  as  an  event  Which  iMf  eases  thejc^ 
of  heaven.  In  the  New  Testament,  Jesus  Christy  tlM^ 
Son  of  God,  the  brightness  of  bis  glory,  the  express  afifd 
unsullied  image  of  the  Divinity,  is  see^  mingling  with 
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men  as  a  friend  and  brother,  offering  himself  as  their 
example,  and  promising  to  his  true  followers  a  share  in 
all  his  splendors  and  joys.  In  the  New  Testament, 
God  is  said  to  communicate  his  own  spirit,  and  all  bis 
fulness  to  the  human  soul.  In  the  New  Testament 
man  is  exhorted  to  aspire  after  ^  honor,  glory,  and  im- 
mortality ;'  and  Heaven,  a  word  expressing  the  nearest 
approach  to  God,  and  a  divine  happiness,  is  everywhere 
proposed  as  the  end  of  bis  being.  In  truth,  the  very 
essence  of  christian  faith  is,  that  we  trust  in  God's 
mercy,  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  for  a  state  of  celes- 
tial purity,  in  which  we  shall  grow  forever  in  the  like- 
ness, and  knowledge,  and  enjoyment  of  the  Infinite 
'  Father.  Lofty  views  of  the  nature  of  man  are  bound 
up  and  interwoven  with  the  whole  christian  system. 
Say  not,  that  these  are  at  war  with  humility ;  for  who 
was  ever  humbler  than  Jesus,  and  yet  who  ever  pos- 
sessed such  a  consciousness  of  greatness  and  divinity  ? 
Say  not  that  man's  business  is  to  think  of  his  sin,  and 
not  of  his  dignity  ;  for  great  sin  implies  a  great  capacity ; 
it  is  the  abuse  of  a  noble  nature ;  and  no  man  can  be 
deeply  and  rationally  contrite,  but  he  who  feels,  that  in 
wrong  doing  he  has  resisted  a  divine  voice,  and  warred 
against  a  divine  principle,  in  his  own  soul. — I  need  not, 
I  trust,  pursue  the  argument  from  revelation.  There  is 
an  argument  from  nature  and  reason,  which  seems  to 
me  so  convincing,  and  is  at  the  same  time  so  fitted  to 
explain  what  I  mean  by  man's  possession  of  a  like  nature 
to  God,  that  I  shall  pass  at  once  to  its  exposition. 

That  man  has  a  kindred  nature  with  God,  and*  may 
bear  ndost  important  and  ennobling  relations  to  him, 
seems  to  me  to  be  established  by  a  striking  proof.  This 
proof  you  will  understand,  by  considering,  for  a  moment, 
how  we  obtain  our  ideas  of  God.     Whence  come  the 
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Wtaettee  (ld<  wie  derive  oar  knowledge  of  the  attribmeS^ 
and  peffections,  which  constitute  the  Supreme  Being  ? 
}  aosweip^  we  dkrirre^  them  from  our  own  sotils.  The 
divine  attfibMes  are  firdt  developed  iin?  oarsel'ves,  smd 
thei^ee  transferr^  to'  Mr  Creatcnc.  The  idea  of  God> 
sublittie  and  awful  as  it  is,  iis  the  idea  of  oor  own  spiti«^ 
uob  nature,  pmified  aseid  enlarged  to' infinity^  In  (^a^ 
^ves  are  die  elements  of  thfe  Divin^ky.  God  theft 
does  not  sustaiis  a  figurative  ^ esemManee'  to  man.  It 
is  the  resemblaiice  of  a  parent  to  a  child>  the  likeilesd  , 
o#  a  kindred  nMuve;  ^^ 

We  call  God  al  Mind.  He  has  r^Veded  himself  as  a 
spirit.  But  what  do  we  know  of  mindy  but  through  thie 
unfolding  of  this  principle  in  our  own^  breasts  ?  That 
unbounded  spiritual  energy  which  we  call  God,  is  con^ 
eeived  by  us  only  through  consciouisness,  through  the 
knowledge  of  ourselves. — ^We  ascribe  thought  or  intel- 
ligence to  the  Deity  as  one  of  his  most  glorious  attri- 
butes. And  what  means  this  language  ?  These  terms 
we  have  framed  to  express  operations  or  faculties  of  our 
own  souls.  The  Infinite  Light  would  be  forever  hid- 
den from  us,  did  not  kindred  rays  dawn  and  brighten 
Viathin  us.  God  is  another  name  for  human  intelligence,  | 
raised  above  all  error  and  imperfection,  and  extended,  ' 
to  ail  possible  truth. 


The  same  is  true  of  Gt)d's  goodness.     How  do  we  "A 
understand  this  but  by  the  principle  qf  love  implanted     / 
in  the  human  breast  ?    Whence  is  it,  that  this  divine 
attribute  is  so  faintly  comprehended,  but  from  the  feeble 
developement  of  it  in  the  multitude  of  men  ?    Who 
can  understand  the  strength,  purity,  fulness,  and  extent 
of  divine  philanthropy,  but  he  in  whom  selfishness  has 
been  swallowed  up  in  love  ? 
39* 
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The  same  is  true  of  all  the  moral  perfections  of  the 
Deity.  These  are  comprehended  by  us,  only  through 
our  own  moral  nature.  It  is  conscience  within  us, 
which,  by  its  approving  and  condemning  voice,  inter- 
prets to  us  God's  love  of  virtue  and  hatred  of  sin ;  and 
without  conscience,  these  glorious  conceptions  would 
never  have  opened  on  the  mind.  It  is  the  lawgiver  in  our 
own  breasts,  which  gives  us  the  idea  of  divine  authority, 
and  binds  us  to  obey  it.  The  soul,  by  its  sense  of 
right,  or  its  perception  of  moral  distinctions,  is  clothed 
with  ^vereignty  over  itself,  and  through  this  alone,  it 
understands  and  recognises  the  Sovereign  of  the  Uni- 
verse. Men,  as  by  a  natural  inspiration,  have  agreed 
to  speak  of  conscience  as  the  voice  of  God,  as  the 
Divmity  within  us.  This  principle,  reverently  obeyed, 
makes  us  more  and  more  partakers  of  the  moral  per- 
fection of  the  Supreme  Being,  of  that  very  excellence, 
which  constitutes  the  rightfulness  of  his  sceptre,  and 
enthrones  him  over  the  universe.  Without  this  inward 
law,  we  should  be  as^ incapable  of  receiving  a  law  from 
Heaven,  as  the  brute.  Without  this,  the  thunders  of 
Sinai  might  startle  the  outward  ear,  but  would  have  no 
meaning,  no  authority  to  the  mind.  I  have  expressed 
here  a  great  truth.  Nothing  teaches  so  encouragingly 
our  relation  and  resemblance  to  God  ;  for  the  glory  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  is  eminently  moral.  We  blind 
ourselves  to  his  chief  splendor,  if  we  think  only  or 
mainly  of  his  power,  and  overlook  those  attributes  of 
rectitude  and  goodness,  to  which  he  subjects  his  omnipo- 
tence, and  which  are  the  foundations  and  very  substance 
of  his  universal  and  immutable  Law.  And  are  these 
attributes  revealed  to  us  through  the  principles  and  con- 
victions of  our  own  souls  ?  Do  we  understand  through 
sympathy  God's  perception  of  the  right,  the  good,  the 
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holy,  the  just  ?  Then  with  what  proprietj  is  it  said, 
that  in  his  own  image  he  made  man ! 

I  am  aware,  that  it  may  be  objected  to  these  views, 
that  we  receive  our  idea  of  God  from  the  universe, 
from  his  works,  and  not  so  exclusively  from  our  own 
souls.  The  universe,  1  know,  is  full  of  God.  The 
heavens  and  earth  declare  his  glory.  In  other  words, 
the  effects  and  signs  of  power,  wisdom,  and  goodness, 
are  apparent  through  the  whole  creation.  But  apparent 
to  what  ?  Not  to  the  outward  eye ;  not  to  the  acutest 
organs  of  sense ;  but  to  a  kindred  mind,  which  inter- 
prets the  universe  by  itself.  It  is  only  through  that 
energy  of  thought,  by  which  we  adapt  various  and  com* 
plicated  means  to  distant  ends,  and  give  harmony  and 
a  common-bearing  to  multiplied  exertions,  that  we  un- 
derstand the  creative  intelligence  which  has  established 
the  order,  dependencies  and  harmony  of  nature.  We 
see  God  ar  yund  us,  because  he  dwells  within  us.  It  is 
by  a  kindred  wisdom,  that  we  discern  his  wisdom  in 
his  works.  The  brute,  with  an  eye  as  piercing  as  ours, 
looks  on  the  universe ;  and  the  page,  which  to  us  is 
radiant  with  characters  of  greatness  and  goodness,  is  to 
him  a  blank.  In  truth,  the  beauty  and  glory  of  God's 
works  are  revealed  to  the  mind  by  a  light  beaming  from 
itself.  We  discern  the  impress  of  God's  attributes  in 
the  universe  by  accordance  of  nature,  and  enjoy  them 
through  sympathy. — I  hardly  need  observe,  that  these 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  universe  apply  with  equal,  if 
not  greater  force,  to  revelation. 

I  shall  now  be  met  by  another  objection  which  to 
many  may  seem  strong.  It  will  be  said,  that  these 
various  attributes  of  which  I  have  spoken,  exist  in  God 
in  Infinite  Perfection,  and  that  this  destroys  all  affinity 
between  the  human  and  the  divine  mind.     To  this 
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I  hme  two  fepKes.  In  the  first  place,  kvt  dttribtife^ 
by  becoming  perfect,  doe»  noC  part  with  rts  essence. 
Lore,  wisdom^  power^  and  purity,  do  not  change  their 
natnre  hj  enlargement.  If  they  did,  we  shouM  lose  the 
Soprenre  Being  through  his  very  infinity.  Our  ideas 
of  him  would  fade  away  into  mere  sounds^  For  exam^ 
pte,  if  wisdom  in  God,  became  tmbotfnded,  have  no 
affinity  with  that  attribute  in  matn,  why  apply  to  him 
that  ten»?  It  must  srgmfy  nothing.  Let  me  ask 
what  we  mean,  when  we  say  that  we  discern  the  marks 
of  intelligence  in  the  universe  ?  We  wean,  thtfC  we 
meet  there  the  proofs^  of  a  mind  like  omr  own:.  W^ 
certainly  discern  proofs  of  no  other ;  so  that  to  deny 
fhiar  doctrine,  would  be  to  deny  the  evidences  of  a  Gbd^ 
and  utterly  to  subvert  the  foundations  of  reKgious  belief. 
What  man  can  examine  the  structure  of  a  plant  or  an 
animal,  and  see  the  adaptation  of  its  parts  to  each  other 
and  to  common  ends,  and  not  feel,  that  it  is  the  work 
of  an  intelligence  akin  to  his  own,  and  that  he  traces 
the^e  marks  of  design  by  the  same  spiritual  energy  in 
which  they  had  their  origin  ? 

But  I  would  offer  another  answer  to  this  objecfion, 
that  God's  infinity  places  him  beyond  the  resemblance 
and  approach  of  man.  I  affirm,  and  I  trust  that  I  do 
not  speak  too  strongly,  that  there  are  traces  of  infinity 
in  the  human  mind,  and  that  in  this  very  respect,  it 
bears  a  likeness  to  God.  The  very  conception  of  in- 
fifnity  is  the  mark  of  a  nature,  to  which  no  limit  can  be 
prescribed.  This  thought  indeed  comes  to  us  not  so 
much  fVom  abroad  as  fVom  our  own  souls.  We  ascribe 
this  attribute  to  God,  because  we  possess  capacities,  and 
wants,  which  only  an  unbounded  being  can  fill,  and  be- 
cause we  are  conscious  of  a  tendency  in  spiritual  facul- 
ties to  unlimited  expansion.     We  believe  in  the  divine 
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infinity  through  something  congenial  with  it  in  our  own 
breasts.  I  hope  I  speak  clearly,  and  if  not,  I  would 
ask  those  to  whom  I  am  obscure,  to  pause  before  they 
condemn.  To  me  it  seems,  that  the  soul,  in  all  its 
higher  actions,  in  original  thought,  in  the  creations  of 
genius,  in  the  soarings  of  imagination,  in  its  love  of 
beauty  and  grandeur,  in  its  aspirations  after  a  pure  and 
unknown  joy,  and  especially  in  disinterestedness,  in  the 
spirit  of  selfsacrifice,  and  in  enlightened  devotion,  has 
a  character  of  infinity.  There  is  often  a  depth  in  hu- 
man love  which  may  be  strictly  called  unfathomable* 
There  is  sometimes  a  lofty  strength  in  moral  principle, 
which  all  the  power  of  the  outward  universe  cannot 
overcome.  There  seems  a  might  within  which  can 
more  than  balance  all  might  without.  There  is,  too, 
a  piety,  which  swells  into  a  transport  too  vast  for  ut- 
terance, and  into  an  immeasurable  joy.  I  am  speaking 
indeed  of  what  is  uncommon,  but  still  of  realities.  We 
see  however  the  tendency  of  the  soul  to  the  infinite  in 
more  familiar  and  ordinary  forms.  Take  for  example 
the  delight  which  we  find  in  the  vast  scenes  of  nature, 
in  prospects  which  spread  around  us  without  limits,  in 
the  immensity  of  the  heavens  and  the  ocean,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  rush  and  roar  of  mighty  winds,  waves,  and 
torrents,  when,  amidst  our  deep  awe,  a  power  within 
seems  to  respond  to  the  omnipotence  around  us.  The 
same  principle  is  seen  in  the  delight  ministered  to  us 
by  works  of  fiction  or  of  imaginative  art,  in  which  our 
own  nature  is  set  before  us  in  more  than  human  beauty 
and  power.  In  truth  the  soul  is  always  bursting  its 
limitSr  It  thirsts  continually  for  wider  knowledge.  It 
rushes  forward  to  untried  happiness.  It  has  deep  wants 
which  nothing  limited  can  appease.  Its  true  element 
and  end  is  an  unbounded  good.     Thus  God's  infinity 
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has  its  image  in  the  soul,  and  through  the  soul  much 
more  than  through  the  universe,  we  arrive  at  this  con- 
ception of  the  Deity* 

In  these  remarks  I  have  spoken  strongly.  But  I  have 
no  fear  of  expressing  too  strongly  the  connexion  between 
the  divine  and  the  human  mind.  My  only  fear  is,  that 
I  shall  dishonor  the  great  subject*  The  danger  to 
which  we  are  most  exposed,  is  that  of  severing  the 
Creator  from  his  creatures.  The  propensity  of  human 
sovereigns  to  cut  off  communication  between  themselves 
and  their  subjects,  and  to  disclaim  a  common  nature 
with  their  inferiors,  has  led  the  multitude  of  men,  who 
think  of  God  chiefly  under  the  character  of  a  king,  to 
conceive  of  him  as  a  being,  who  places  his  glory  in 
multiplying  distinctions  between  himself  and  all  other 
beings.  The  truth  is,  that  the  union  between  the 
Creator  and  the  creature  surpasses  all  other  bonds  in 
strength  and  intimacy.  He  penetrates  all  things  and 
delights  to  irradiate  all  with  his  glory.  Nature,  in  its 
lowest  and  inanimate  forms,  is  pervaded  by  his  power ; 
and  when  quickened  by  the  mysterious  property  of  life^ 
how  wonderfully  does  it  show  forth  the  perfections  of 
its  Author!  How  much  of  God  may  be  seen  in  the 
structure  of  a  single  leaf,  which,  though  so  frail  as  to 
tremble  in  every  wind,  yet  holds  connexions  and  living 
communications  with  the  earth,  the  air,  the  clouds,  and 
the  distant  sun ;  and,  through  these  sympathies  with 
the  universe,  is  itself  a  revelation  of  an  omnipotent  mind. 
God  delights  to  diffuse  himself  everjrwhere.  Thiou^ 
his  energy,  unconscious  matter  clothes  itself  with  pro- 
portions, powers,  and  beauties  which  reflect  his  wisdom 
and  love.  How  much  more  must  he  delight  to  frame 
consci(Mis  and  happy  recipients  of  his  perfections,  in 
whom  his  wisdom  and  love  may  substantially  dwelU 
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with  whom  he  may  form  spiritual  ties,  and  to  whom  he 
may  be  an  everlasting  spring  of  moral  energy  and  hap- 
piness. How  far  the  Supreme  Being  may  communicate 
his  attributes  to  his  intelligent  offspring,  I  stop  not  to 
inquire.  But  that  his  almighty  goodness  will  impart  to 
them  powers  and  glories,  of  which  the  material  universe 
is  but  a  faint  emblem,  I  cannot  doubt.  That  the  soul, 
if  true  to  itself  and  its  Maker,  will  be  filled  with  God, 
and  will  manifest  him,  more  than  that  sun,  I  cannot 
doubt.  Who  can  doubt  it,  that  believes  and  under- 
stands the  doctrine  of  human  immortality  ? 

The  views  which  I  have  given  in  this  discourse  re- 
specting man's  participation  of  the  divine  nature,  seem 
to  me  to  receive  strong  confirmation,  from  the  title  or 
relation  most  firequently  applied  to  God  in  the  New 
Testament ;  and  I  have  reserved  this  as  the  last  corro- 
boration of  this  doctrine,  because  to  my  own  mind  it  is 
singularly  affecting.  In  the  New  Testament  God  is 
made  known  to  us  as  a  Father,  and  a  brighter  feature 
of  that  book  cannot  be  named.  Our  worship  is  to  be 
directed  to  him  as  our  Father.  Our  whole  religion  is 
to  take  Its  character  from  this  view  of  the  Divinity. 
In  this  he  is  to  rise  always  to  our  minds.  And  what  is 
k  to  be  a  Father  ?  It  is  to  communicate  one's  own 
nature,  to  give  life  to  kindred  beings ;  and  the  highest 
fiinctbn  of  a  Father  is  to  educate  the  mind  of  the  child, 
and  to  impart  to  it  what  is  noblest  and  happiest  in  his 
own  mind.  God  is  our  Father,  not  merely  because  he 
created  us,  or  because  he  gives  us  enjoyment ;  for  he 
created  the  flower  and  the  insect,  yet  we  call  him  not 
their  Father.  This  bond  is  a  spiritual  one.  This  name 
belongs  to  God,  becanse  he  frames  spirits  like  himself,  • 
and  delights  to  give  them  what  is  most  glorious  and 
blessed  in  his  own  nature.     Accordingly  Christianity  is 
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said  with  special  propriety,  to  reveal  God  as  the  Father, 
because  it  reveals  him  as  sending  his  Son,  to  cleanse 
the  mind  from  every  stain,  and  to  replenish  it  forever 
vi^ith  the  spirit  and  moral  attributes  of  its  Author.  Sep- 
arate from  God  this  idea  of  his  creating  and  training  up 
beings  after  his  own  likeness,  and  you  rob  him  of  the 
paternal  character.  This  relation  vanishes,  and  with 
it,  vanish  the  glory  of  the  gospel,  and  the  dearest  hopte 
of  the  human  soul. 

The  great  use  which  I  would  make  of  the  principles 
laid  down  in  this  discourse,  is  to  derive  from  them  just 
and  clear  views  of  the  nature  of  religion.  What  then 
is  religion  ?  I  answer ;  it  is  not  the  adoration  of  a  God, 
with  whom  we  have  no  common  properties ;  of  a  dis- 
tinct, foreign,  separate  being ;  but  of  an  all-communi- 
cating Parent.  It  recognises  and  adores  God  as  a  be- 
ing, whom  we  know  through  our  own  souls,  who  has 
made  man  in  his  own  image,  who  is  the  perfection  oi 
our  own  spiritual  nature,  who  has  sympathies  with  us  as 
kindred  beings,  who  is  near  us,  not  in  place  only  like 
this  all  surrounding  atmosphere,  but  by  spiritual  influ- 
ence and  love,  who  looks  on  us  with  parental  interest, 
and  whose  great  design  it  is  to  communicate  to  us  for- 
ever, and  in  freer  and  fuller  streams,  his  own  power, 
goodness,  and  joy.  The  conviction  of  this  near  and 
ennobling  relation  of  God  to  the  soul,  and  of  his  great 
purposes  towards  it,  belongs  to  the  very  essence  of  true 
religion ;  and  true  religion  manifests  itself  chiefly  and 
most  conspicuously  in  desires,  hopes,  and  efforts  corres- 
ponding to  this  truth.  It  desires  and  seeks  supremely 
the  assimilation  of  the  mind  to  God,  or  the  perpetual 
unfolding  and  enlargement  of  those  powers  and  virtues 
by  which  it  is  constituted  his  glorious  image.     The 
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miiid,  in  proportion  as  it  is  enlightened  and  penetrated 
by  true  religion,  thirsts  and  labors  for  a  godlike  eleva- 
tion. What  else  indeed  can  it  seek^  if  this  good  be 
{risced  within  its  reach  ?  If  I  am  capable  of  receiving 
aaid  reflecting  the  inteltectnal  and  moral  glory  of  my 
Creator,  what  else  in  comparison  shall  I  desire  ?  Shall 
I  deem  a  property  in  the  outward  universe  as  the  high- 
est good,  when  I  may  become  partaker  of  the  very 
mind  from  which  it  springs,  of  the  prompting  love,  the 
disposing  wisdom,  the  quickening  power,  through  which 
its  order,  beauty,  and  beneficent  influences  subsist? 
True  religion  is  kiK>wn  by  these  high  aspirations,  hopes, 
attd  efforts.  And  this  is  the  religion  which  most  truly 
hoiH>rs  God.  To  honor  him,  is  not  to  tremble  before 
him  as  an  unapproachable  sovereign,  nor  to  utter  barren 
praise  which  l^ves  us  as  it  found  us.  It  is  to  become 
what  we  praise.  It  is  to  approach  God  as  an  inexhaus- 
tible Fountain  of  light,  power,  and  purity.  It  is  to  feel 
the  quickening  and  transforming  energy  of  his  perfec- 
tions. It  is  to  thirst  for  the  growth  and  invigoration  of 
the  divine  principle  within  us.  It  is  to  seek  the  very 
spirit  of  God.  It  is  to  trust  in,  to  bless,  to  thank  him 
for  that  rich  grace,  mercy,  love,  which  was  revealed  ^nd 
profiered  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  which  proposes  as  its 
grrat  end  the  perfection  of  the  human  soul. 

I  regard  this  view  of  religion  as  infinitely  important. 
It  does  more  than  all  things  to  make  our  connexion  with 
oar  Creator  ennobling  and  happy ;  and  in  proportion  as 
we  want  it,  there  is  danger  that  the  thought  of  God  may 
itself  become  the  instrument  of  our  degradation.  That 
religion  has  been  so  dispensed  as  to  depress  the  human 
mind,  I  need  not  tell  you ;  and  it  is  a  tnith,  which  ought 
to  be  known,  that  the  greatness  of  the  Deity,  when 
separated  in  our  thoughts  from  his  parental  character, 
40 
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especially  tends  to  crush  human  energy  and  hope.  To 
a  frail  dependent  creature,  an  omnipotent  Creator  easily 
becomes  a  terror,  and  his  worship  easily  degenerates 
into  servility,  flattery,  self-contempt,  and  selfish  calcu- 
lation. Religion  only  ennobles  us,  in  as  far  as  it  re- 
veals to  us  the  tender  and  intimate  connexion  of  God 
with  his  creatures,  and  teaches  us  to  see  in  the  very 
greatness  which  might  give  alarm,  the  source  of  great 
and  glorious  communications  to  the  human  soul.  You 
cannot,  my  hearers,  think  too  highly  of  the  majesty  of 
God.  But  let  not  this  majesty  sever  him  from  you. 
Remember,  that  hb  greatness  is  the  infinity  of  attributes 
which  yourselves  possess.  Adore  his  infinite  wisdom ; 
but  remember  that  this  wisdom  rejoices  to  diffuse  itself, 
and  let  an  exhilarating  hope  spring  up,  at  the  thought  of 
the  immeasurable  intelligence  which  such  a  Father  must 
communicate  to  his  children.  In  like  manner  adore  his 
power.  Let  the  boundless  creation  fill  you  with  awe 
and  admiration  of  the  energy  which  sustains  it.  But 
remember  that  God  has  a  nobler  work  than  the  outward 
creation,  even  the  spirit  within  yourselves ;  and  that  it 
is  his  purpose  to  replenish  this  with  bis  own  energy, 
and  to  crown  it  with  growing  power  and  triumphs  over 
the  material  universe.  Above  all,  adore  his  unutteraUe 
goodness.  But  remember,  that  this  attribute  is  particu- 
hrly  proposed  to  you  as  your  model ;  that  God  calls 
you,  both  by  nature  and  revelation,  to  a  fellowship  in 
his  philanthropy  ;  that  he  has  placed  you  in  social  rela- 
tions for  the  very  end  of  rendering  you  ministers  and 
representatives  of  his  benevolence  ;  that  he  even  sum- 
*  mons  you  to  espouse  and  to  advance  the  sublimest  pur- 
pose of  his  goodness,  the  redemption  of  the  human 
race,  by  extending  the  knowledge  and  power  of  chris- 
tian truth.     It  is  through  such  views,  that  religion 
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raises  up  the  soul,  and  binds  man  by  ennoblinfg  bonds 
to  his  Maker. 

To  complete  my  views  of  this  topic,  I  beg  to  add  an 
important  caution.  I  have  said  that  the  great  work  of 
religion  is  to  conform  ourselves  to  God,  or  to  unfold  the 
divine  likeness  within  us.  Let  none  infer  from  this 
language,  that  I  place  religion  in  unnatural  effort,  in 
straining  after  excitements  which  do  not  belong  to  the 
present  stat6,  or  in  anything  separate  from  the  clear  and 
simple  duties  of  life.  I  exhort  you  to  no  extravagance. 
I  reverence  human  nature  too  much  to  do  it  violence. 
I  see.  too  much  divinity  in  its  ordinary  operations,  to 
urge  on  it  a  forced  and  vehement  virtue.  To  grow  in 
the  likeness  of  God,  we  need  not  cease  to  be  men. 
This  likeness  does  not  consist  in  extraordinary  or  mi- 
raculous gifts,  in  supernatural  additions  to  the  soul,  or 
in  anything  foreign  to  our  original  constitution  ;  but  in 
our  essential  faculties,  unfolded  by  vigorous  and  con- 
scientious exertion  in  the  ordinary  circumstances  assign- 
ed by  God.  To  resemble  our  Creator,  we  need  not 
fly  from  society,  and  entrance  ourselves  in  lonely  con- 
templation and  prayer.  Such  processes  might  give  a 
feverish  strength  to  one  class  of  emotions,  but  would 
result  in  disproportion,  distortion,  and  sickliness  of  mind. 
Our  proper  work  is  to  approach  God  by  the  free  and 
natural  unfolding  of  our  highest  powers,  of  understand- 
ing, conscience,  love,  and  the  moral  will. 

Shall  I  be  told  that  by  such  language,  I  ascribe  to 
nature  the  effects  which  can  only  be  wrought  in  the 
soul  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  I  anticipate  this  objection, 
and  wish  to  meet  it  by  a  simple  exposition  of  my  views. 
I  would  on  no  account  disparage  the  gracious  aids  and 
influences  which  God  imparts  to  the  human  soul.  The 
promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  among  the  most  precious 
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in  the  sacred  volume.  Worlds  could  not  tempt  me  to 
part  with  the  doctrine  of  God's  intimate  connexion  with 
the  mind,  and  of  his  free  and  full  communications  to  it. 
But  these  views  are  in  no  respect  at  variance  with  what 
I  have  taught  of  the  method,  by  which  we  are  to  grow 
•in  the  likeness  of  God.  Scripture  and  experience  con- 
cur in  teaching,  that  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  we  are  to 
understand  a  divine  assistance  adapted  to  our  moral 
freedom,  and  accordant  with  the  fundamental  truth,  that 
virtue  is  the  mind's  own  work.  By  the  Holy  Spirit,  I 
understand  an  aid,  which  must  be  .gained  and  made  ef- 
fectual by  our  own  activity ;  an  aid,  which  no .  more 
interferes  with  our  faculties,  than  the  assistance  which 
we  receive  from  our  fellow  beings ;  an  aid,  which  silently 
mingles  and  conspires  with  all  other  helps  and  means 
of  goodness ;  an  aid  by  which  we  unfold  our  natural 
powers  in  a  natural  order,  and  by  which  we  are 
strengthened  to  understand  and  apply  the  resources  de- 
rived from  our  munificent  Creator.  This  aid  we  cannot 
prize  too  much,  or  pray  for  too  earnestly.  But  where- 
in, lei  me  ask,  does  it  war  with  the  doctrine,  that  God 
is  to  be  approached  by  the  exercisp  and  unfolding  of 
our  highest  powers  and  affections,  in  the  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances  of  human  life  ? 

I  repeat  it,  to  resemble  our  Maker  we  need  not  quar- 
rel with  our  nature  or  our  lot.  Our  present  state,  made 
up,  as  it  is,  of  aids  and  trials,  is  worthy  of  God,  and 
may  be  used  throughout  to  assimilate  us  to  him.  For 
example,  our  domestic  ties,  the  relations  of  neighbour- 
hood and  country,  the  daily  interchanges  of  thoughts 
and  feelings,  the  daily  occasions  of  kindness,  the  daily 
claims  of  want  and  suffering,  these  and  the  other  cir- 
cumstances of  our  social  state,  form  the  best  sphere  and 
sch  )ol  icr  that  benevolence,  which  is  God's  brightest 
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attribute ;  and  we  should  make  a  sad  exchange,  by  sub- 
stituting for  these  natural  aids,  any  self-invented  artifi- 
cial means  of  sanctity.  Christianity,  our  great  guide 
to  God,  never  leads  us  away  from  the  path  of  nature, 
and  never  wars  with  the  unsophisticated  dictates  of 
conscience.  We  approach  our  Creator  by  every  right 
exertion  of  the  powers  he  gives  us.  Whenever  we  in- 
vigorate the  understanding  by  honestly  and  resolutely 
seeking  truth,  and  by  withstanding  whatever  might  warp 
the  judgment;  whenever  we  invigorate  the  conscience 
by  following  it  in  opposition  to  the  passions ;  whenever 
we  receive  a  blessing  gratefully,  bear  a  trial  patiently, 
or  encounter  peril  or  scorn  with  moral  courage ;  when- 
ever we  perform  a  disinterested  deed ;  whenever  we 
lift  up  the  heart  in  true  adoration  to  God ;  whenever 
we  war  against  a  habit  or  desire  which  is  strengthehing 
itself  against  our  higher  principles  ;  whenever  we  think, 
speak,  or  act,  with  moral  energy,  and  resolute  devotion 
to  duty,  be  the  occasion  ever  so  humble,  obscure,  famil- 
iar ;  then  the  divinity  is  growing  within  us,  and  we  are 
ascending  towards  our  Author.  True  religion  thus 
blends  itself  with  common  life.  We  are  thus  to  draw 
nigh  to  God,  without  forsaking  men.  .  We  are  thus, 
without  parting  with  our  human  nature,  to  clothe  our- 
selves with  the  divine. 

My  views  on  the  great  subject  of  this  discourse  have 
now  been  given.  1  shall  close  with  a  brief  considera- 
tion of  a  few  objections,  in  the  course  of  which  I  shall 
offer  some  views  of  the  christian  ministry,  which  this 
occasion  and  the  state  of  the  world,  seem  to  me  to  de- 
mand.— I  anticipate  from  some  an  objection  to  this  dis- 
course, drawn  as  they  will  say  from  experience.  I  may 
be  told,  that  I  have  talked  of  the  godlike  capacities  of 
40* 
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human  nature,  and  have  spoken  of  man  as  a  diyinity , 
and  where,  it  will  be  asked,  are  the  warrants  of  this 
high  estimate  of  our  race  ?  I  may  be  told  that  I  dream, 
and  that  I  have  peopled  the  world  with  the  creatures 
of  my  lonely  imagination.  What !  Is  it  only  in  dreams, 
that  beauty  and  loveliness  have  beamed  on  me  from  the 
human  countenance,  that  I  have  heard  tones  of  kind- 
ness, which  have  thrilled  through  my  heart,  that  I  have 
found  sympathy  in  suffering,  and  a  sacred  joy  in  friend- 
ship ?  Are  all  the  great  and  good  men  of  past  ages 
only  dreams?  Are  such  names  as  Moses,  Socrates, 
Paul,  Alfred,  Milton,  only  the  fictions  of  my  disturbed 
slumbers  ?  Are  the  great  deeds  of  history,  the  discove- 
ries of  philosophy,  the  creations  of  genius,  only  visions  ? 
Oh  !  no.  I  do.  not  dream  when  I  speak  of  the  divine 
capacities  of  human  nature.  It  is  a  real  page  in 
which  I  read  of  patriots  and  martyrs,  of  Fenelon  and 
Howard,  of  Hampden  and  Washington.  And  tell  me 
not  that  these  were  prodigies,  miracles,  immeasurably 
separated  from  their  race  ;  for  the  very  reverence,  which 
has  treasured  up  and  hallowed  their  memories,  the  very 
sentiments  of  admiration  and  love  with  which  their 
names  are  now  heard,  show  that  the  principles  of  their 
greatness  are  diffused  through  all  your  breasts.  The 
germs  of  sublime  virtue  are  scattered  liberally  on  our 
earth.  How  often  have  I  seen  in  the  obscurity  of  do- 
mestic life,  a  strength  of  love,  of  endurance,  of  pious 
trust,  of  virtuous  resolution,  which  in  a  public  sphere- 
would  have  attracted  public  homage.  I  cannot  but  pity 
the  man,  who  recognises  nothing  godlike  in  his  own 
nature.  I  see  the  marks  of  God  in  the  heavens  and 
the  earth  ;  but  how  much  more  in  a  liberal  intellect,  in 
magnanimity,  in  unconquerable  rectitude,  in  a  philan- 
thropy which  forgives  every  wrong,  and  which  never 
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despairs  of  the  cause  of  Christ  and  human  virtue^  I  do 
and  I  must  reverence  human  nature.  Neither  the 
sneers  of  a  worldly  skepticism,  nor  the  groans  of  a 
gloomy  theology,  disturb  my  faith  in  its  godlike  powers 
and  tendencies.  I  know  how  it  is  despised,  how  it  has 
been  oppressed,  how  civil  and  religious  establishments 
have  for  ages  conspired  to  crush  it.  I  know  its  history. 
I  shut  my  eyes  on  none  of  its  weaknesses  and  crimes. 
I  understand  the  proofs,  by  which  despotism  demon- 
strates, that  man  is  a  wild  beast,  in  want  of  a  master, 
and  only  safe  in  chains.  But  injured,  trampled  on,  adcPv 
scorned  as  our  nature  is,  I  still  turn  to  it  with  intense  ' 
sympathy  and  strong  hope.  The  signatures  of  its  origin 
and  its  end  are  impressed  too  deeply  to  be  ever  wholly 
effaced.  I  bless  it  for  its  kind  affections,  for  its  strong 
and  tender  love.  I  honor  it  for  its  struggles  against 
oppression,  for  its  growth  and  progress  under  the  weight 
of  so  many  chains  and  prejudices,  for  its  achievements 
in  science  and  art,  and  still  more  for  its  examples  of 
heroic  and  saintly  virtue.  These  are  marks  of  a  divine 
origin  and  the  pledges  of  a  celestial  inheritance  ;  and  I 
thank  God  that  my  own  lot  is  bound  up  with  that  of  J 
the  human  race. 

But  another  objection  starts  up.  It  may  'be  said, 
*  Allow  these  views  to  be  true ;  are  they  fitted  for  the 
pulpit  ?  fitted  to  act  on  common  minds  ?  They  may 
be  prized  by  men  of  cultivated  intellect  and  taste  ;  but 
can  the  multitude  understand  them  ?  Will  the  multi- 
tude feel  them  ?  On  whom  has  a  minister  to  act  ? 
On  men  immersed  in  business,  and  buried  in  the  flesh  ; 
on  men,  whose  whole  power  of  thought  has  been  spent 
on  pleasure  or  gain ;  on  men,  chained  by  habit,  and 
wedded  to  sin.  Sooner  may  adamant  be  riven  by  a 
child^s  touch,  than  the  human  heart  be  pierced  by  re- 
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fined  and  elevated  sentiment.  Gross  instruments  will 
alone  act  on  gross  minds.  Men  sleep,  and  nothing  but 
thunder,  nothing  but  flashes  from  the  everlasting  fire  of 
hell,  will  thoroughly  wake  them.' 

I  have  all  along  felt  that  such  objections  would  be 
made  to  the  views  I  have  urged.  But  they .  do  not 
move  me.  I  answer,  that  I  think  these  views  singularly 
adapted  to  the  pulpit,  and  I  think  them  full  of  power. 
The  objection  is  that  they  are  refined.  But  I  see  God 
accomplishing  his  noblest  purposes  by  what  may  be 
called  refined  means.  All  the  great  agents  of  nature, 
attraction,  heat,  and  the  principle  of  life,  are  refiued, 
spiritual,  invisible,  acting  gently,  silently,  imperceptibly; 
and  yet  brute  matter  feels  tbeir  power,  and  is  trans- 
formed by  them  into  surpassing  beauty.  The  electric 
fluid,  unseen,  unfelt,  and  everywhere  difiused,  is  infi- 
nitely more  efficient,  and  ministers  to  infinitely  nobler 
productions,  than  when  it  breaks  forth  in  thunder. 
Much  less  can /I  believe,  that  in  the  moral  world,  noise, 
menace,  and  violent  appeals  to  gross  passions,  to  fear 
and  selfishness,  are  God's  chosen  means  of  calling  forth 
spiritual  life,  beauty,  and  greatness.  It  is  seldom  that 
human  nature  throws  off*  all  susceptibility  of  grateful  and 
generous  impressions,  all  sympathy  with  superior  virtue; 
and  here  are  springs  and  principles  to  which  a  generous 
teaching,  if  simple,  sincere,  and  fresh  from  the  soul, 
may  confidently  appeal. 

It  is  said,  men  cannot  understand  the  views  which 
seem  to  me  so  precious.*  This  objection  I  am  anxious 
to  repel,  for  the  common  intellect  has  been  grievously 
kept  down  and  wronged  through  the  belief  of  its  incar- 
\  acity.  The  pulpit  would  do  more  good,  were  not  the 
mass  of  men  looked  upon  and  treated  as  children. 
Happily  for  the  race,  the  time  is  passing  away,  in  which 
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intellect  was  thought  the  monopoly  of  a  few,  and  the 
majority  were  given  over  to  hopeless  ignorance.  Science 
is  leaving  her  solitudes  to  enlighten  the  multitude. 
How  much  more  may  religious  teachers  take  courage 
to  speak  to  men  on  subjects,  which  are  nearer  to  them 
than  the  properties  and  laws  of  matter,  I  mean  their 
own  souls.  The  multitude,  you  say,  want  capacity  to 
receive  great  truths  relating  to  their  spiritual  nature. 
But  what,  let  me  ask  you,  is  the  christian  religion? 
A  spiritual  system,  intended  to  turn  men's  minds  upon 
themselves,  to  frame  them  to  watchfiilness  over  thought, 
imagination,  and  passion,  to  establish  them  in  an  inti- 
macy with  their  own  souls.  What  are  all  the  christian 
virtues,  which  men  are  exhorted  to  love  and  seek  ?  1 
?n^wer,  pure  and  high  motions  or  deternhfinations  of  the 
mind.  That  refinement  of  thought,  which,  I  am  told,  / 
transcends  the  common  intellect,  belongs  to  the  very 
essence  of  Christianity.  In  confirmation  of  these  viewa^ 
the  human  mind  seems  to  me  to  be  turning  itself  more\ 
and  more  inward,  and  to  be  growing  more  alive  to  itsJ 
own  worth,  and  its  capacities  of  progress.  The  spirit 
of  education  shows  this,  and  so  does  the  spirit  of  free- 
dom. There  is  a  spreading  conviction  that  man  was 
made  for  a  higher  purpose  than  to  be  a  beast  of  burden, 
or  a  creature  of  sense.  The  divinity  is  stirring  within 
the  human  breast,  and  demanding  a  culture  and  a  lib- 
erty worthy  of  the  child  of  God.  Let  religious  teaching 
correspond  to  this  advancement  of  the  mind.  Let  it 
rise  above  the  technical,  obscure,  and  frigid  theology 
which  has  come  down  to  us  from  times  of  ignorance, 
superstition,  and  slavery.  Let  it  penetrate  the  human 
soul,  and  reveal  it  to  itself.  No  preaching,  I  believe, 
is  so  intelligible,  as  that  which  is  true  to  human  nature, 
and  helps  men  to  read  their  own  spirits. 
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But  the  objection  which  I  have  stated  not  only  repre- 
sents men  as  incapable  of  understanding,  but  still  more 
of  being  moved,  quickened,  sanctified,  and  saved,  by 
guch  views  as  I  have  given.  If  by  this  objection 
nothing  more  is  meant,  than  that  these  views  are  not 
alone  or  of  themselves  sufficient,  I  shall  not  dispute  it ; 
for  true  and  glorious  as  they  are,  they  do  not  constitute 
the  whole  truth,  and  I  do  not  expect  great  moral 
effects  from  narrow  and  partial  views  of  our  nature.  I 
have  spoken  of  the  godlike  capacities  of  the  souL 
But  other  and  very  different  elements  enter  into  the 
human  being.  Man  has  animal  propensities  as  well  as 
intellectual  and  moral  powers.  He  has  a  body  as  well 
as  mind.  He  has  passions  to  war  with  reason,  and  self- 
love  with  conscience.  He  is  a  free  being,  and  a  tempt- . 
ed  being,  and,  thus  constituted  he  may  and  does  sin, 
and  often  sins  grievously.  To  such  a  being,  religion, 
or  virtue,  is  a  conflict,  requiring  great  spiritual  effort, 
put  forth  in  habitual  watchfulness  and  prayer ;  and  all 
the  motives  are  needed,  by  which  force  and  constancy 
may  be  communicated  to  the  will.  I  exhort  not  the 
preacher,  to  talk  perpetually  of  man  as  ^  made  but  a  lit- 
tle lower  than  the  angels.'  I  would  not  narrow  him  to 
any  class  of  topics.  Let  him  adapt  himself  to  our  whole 
and  various  nature.  Let  him  summon  to  his  aid  all 
the  powers  of  this  world,  and  the  world  to  come.  Let 
him  bring  to  bear  on  the  conscience  and  the  heart,  God's 
milder  and  more  awful  attributes,  the  promises  and 
threatenings  of  the  divine  word,  the  lessons  of  hbtory, 
the  warnings  of  experience.  Let  the  wages  of  sin  here 
and  hereafter  be  taught  clearly  and  earnestly.  But 
amidst  the  various  motives  to  spiritual  effort,  which  be- 
long, to  the  minister,  none  are  more  quickening  than 
those  drawn  from  the  soul  itself,  and  from  God's  desire 
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and  purpose  to  exalt  it,  by  every  aid  consistent  with  its 
freedom.  These  views  I  conceive  are  to  mix  with  all 
others,  and  without  them  all  others  fail  to  promote  a 
generous  virtue.  Is  it  said,  that  the  minister's  proper? 
work  is,  to  preach  Christ  and  pot  the  dignity  of  huuMit^ 
nature  ?  I  answer,  that  Christ's  greatness  is  manifest-  / 
ed  in  the  greatness  of  the  nature  which  he  was  sent  to' 
redeem ;  and  that  his  chief  glory  consists  in  this,  thai 
be  came  to  restore  God's  image  where  it  was  obscured 
or  e£^ed,  and  to  give  an  everlasting  impulse  and  life  / 
to  what  is  divine  within  us.  Is  it  ssud,  that  the  mali^ 
mty  of  sin  is  to  be  the  minister's  great  theme  ?  I  an^ 
swer,  that  this  malignity  can  only  be  understood  and  felt, 
when  sin  is  viewed  as  the  ruin  of  God's  noblest  work, 
as  darkening  a  light  brighter  than  the  sun,  as  carrying 
discord,  bondage,  disease,  and  death  into  a  mind  framed 
for  perpetual  progress  towards  its  Author.  Is  it  said» 
that  terror  is  the  chief  instrument  of  saving  the  soul  ? 
1  answer,  that  if  by  terror,  be  meant  a  rational  and  mor^^ 
al  fear,  a  conviction  and  dread  of  the  unutterable  evil 
incurred  by  a  mind  which  wrongs,  betrays,  and  destroys 
itself,  then  I  am  the  last  to  deny  its  importance.  But 
a  fear  like  this,  which  regards  the  deteisement  of  th€ 
soul  as  the  greatest  of  evils,  is  plainly  founded  upon  and 
proportioned  to  our  conceptions  of  the  greatness  of  our 
nature.  The  more  common  terror,  excited  by  vivi^ 
images  of  torture  and  bodily  pain,  is  a  very  questionable 
means  of  virtue.  When  strongly  awakened,  it  general- 
ly injures  the  character,  breaks  men  into  cowards  and 
daves,  brings  the  intellect  to  cringe  before  human  au- 
thority,  makes  man  abject  before  his  Maker,  and,  by  a 
natural  reaction  of  the  mind,  often  terminates  in  a  pre- 
sumptuous confidence,  altogether  distinct  from  virtuous 
self-respect,  and  singularly  hostile  to  the  unassuming. 
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charitable  spirit  of  Christianity.  The  preacher  shouUI 
ruher  strive  to  fortify  the  soul  against  physical  pains, 
Jian  to  bow  it  to  their  mastery,  teaching  it  to  dread 
nothing  in  comparison  with  sin,  and  to  dread  sin  as  the 
ruin  of  a  noble  nature. 
(^  Men,  I  repeat  it,  are  to  be  quickened  and  raised  by 
Vappeals  to  their  highest  principles.  Even  the  convicts 
ef  a  prison  may  be  touched  by  kindness,  generosity,  and 
especially  by  a  tone,  look,  and  address,  expressing  hope 
and  respect  for  their  nature.  I  know,  that  the  doctrine- 
of  ages  has  been,  that  terror,  restraint,  and  bondage  are 
the  chief  safeguards  of  human  virtue  and  peace.  But 
we  have  begun  to  learn  that  affection,  confidence,  re- 
spect, and  freedom  are  mightier  as  well  as  nobler  agents. 
Men  can  be  wrought  upon  by  generous  influences.  I 
would  that  this  truth  were  better  understood  by  religi- 
ous teachers.  From  the  pulpit  generous  influences  too 
seldom  proceed.  In  the  church  men  too  seldom  hear  a 
voice  to  quicken  and  exalt  them.  Religion,  speaking 
through  her  public  organs,  seems  often  to  forget  her 
natural  tone  of  elevation.  The  character  of  God,  the 
principles  of  his  government,  his  relations  to  the  human 
family,  the  purposes  for  which  he  brought  us  into  being, 
the  nature  which  he  has  given  us,  and  the  condition  in 
which  he  has  placed  us,  these  and  the  like  topics,  though 
the  sublimest  which  can  enter  the  mind,  are  not  un- 
frequently  so  set  forth  as  to  narrow  and  degrade  the 
hearers,  disheartening  and  oppressing  with  gloom  the 
timid  and  sensitive,  and  infecting  coarser  minds  with 
the  unhallowed  spirit  of  intolerance,  presumption,  and 
exclusive  pretension  to  the  favor  of  God.  I  know, 
and  rejoice  to  know,  that  preaching  in  its  worst  forms 
does  good ;  for  so  bright  and  piercing  is  the  light  of 
Christianity,  that  it  penetrates  in  a  measure  the  thick- 
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est  clouds  in  which  men  contrive  to  involve  it.  But 
that  evil  mixes  with  the  good,  I  also  know ;  and  I  should 
be  unfaithful  to  my  deep  convictions,  did  I  not  say,  that 
human  nature  requires  for  its  elevation,  more  generous 
treatment  from  the  teachers  of  religion. 

I  conclude  with  saying,  let  the  minister  cherish  a 
reverence  for  his  own  nature.  Let  him  never  despise 
it  even  in  its  most  forbidding  forms.  Let  him  delight 
in  its  beautiful  and  lofty  manifestations.  Let  him  hold 
fast  as  one  of  the  great  qualifications  for  his  office,  a 
faith  in  the  greatness  of  the  human  soul,  that  faith, 
which  looks  beneieith  the  perishing  body,  beneath  the 
sweat  of  the  laborer,  beneath  the  rags  *  and  ignorance 
of  the  poor,  beneath  the  vices  of  the  sensual  and  selfish, 
and  discerns  in  the  depths  of  the  soul  a  divine  principle, 
a  ray  of  the  Infinite  Light,  which  may  yet  break  forth 
and  ^  shine  as  the  sun'  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  Let 
him  strive  to  awaken  in  men  a  consciousness  of  the 
heavenly  treasure  within  them,  a  consciousness  of  pos- 
sessing what  is  of  more  worth  than  the  outward  universe. 
Let  hope  give  life  to  all  his  labors.  Let  him  speak  to 
meu,  as  to  beings  liberally  gifted,  and  made  for  God 
Let  him  always  look  round  on  a  congregation  with  the 
encouraging  trust,  that  he  has  hearers  prepared  to  re- 
spond to  the  simple,  unafiected  utterance  of  great  truths, 
and  to  the  noblest  workings  of  his  own  mind.  Let  him 
feel  deeply  for  those,  in  whom  the  divine  nature  is 
overwhelmed  by  the  passions.  Let  him' sympathize 
tenderly  with  those,  in  whom  it  begins  to  struggle,  to 
mourn  for  sin,  to  thirst  for  a  new  life.  Let  him  guide 
and  animate  to  higher  and  diviner  virtue  those,  in  whom 
it  has  gained  strength.  Let  him  strive  to  infuse  cour- 
age, enterprise,  devout  trust,  and  an  inflexible  will, 
into  men's  labors  for  theijr  own  perfection.  In  one 
41 
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word,  let  him  cherish  an  unfaltering  and  growing  faith 
in  God  as  the  Father  and  quickener  of  the  human  mind, 
Vand  in  Christ  as  its  triumphant  and  immortal  friend. 
That  by  such  preaching  he  is  to  work  miracles,  I  do 
not  say.  That  he  will  rival  in  sudden  and  outward 
effects  what  is  wrought  by  the  preachers  of  a  low  and 
terrifying  theology,  I  do  not  expect  or  desire.  That 
all  will  be  made  better,  I  am  fiBir  from  believing*  His 
office  is,  to  act  on  free  beings,  who  after  all  must  de- 
termine themselves  ;  who  have  power  to  withstand  all 
foreign  agency;  who  are  to  be  saved>  not  by  mere 
preaching,  but  by  their  own  prayers  and  toil.  Still  I 
believe  that  such  a  minister  will  be  a  benefactor  bey<md 
alt  praise  to  the  human  soul.  I  believe,  and  know,  that 
on  those,  who  will  admit  his  influence,  he  will  work 
deeply,  powerfully,  gloriously.  His  function  is  the  sub- 
limest  under  heaven ;  and  his  reward  will  be,  a  growing 
power  of  spreading  truth,  virtue,  moral  strength,  love, 
and  happiness,  without  limit,  and  without  end. 
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DISCOURSE 


AT    THE   DEDICATION    OF   DIVINITY    HALL. 

CAMBRIiWE,  1896. 


LUKE  17.  82. 

HIS    WOJID    WJ^    WITH    POWER. 

We  are  assembled  to  set  apart  and  consecrate  this 
building  to  the  education  of  teachers  of  the  christian 
religion.  Regarding,  as  we  do,  this  religion  as  God's 
hest  gift  to  mankind,  we  look  on  these  simple  walls 
reared  for  this  holy  and  benevolent  work,  with  an  in- 
terest, which  more  splendid  edifices,  dedicated  to  inferior 
purposes,  would  fail  to  inspire.  We  thank  God  for  the 
zeal  which  has  erected  them.  We  thank  him  for.  the 
hope,  that  here  will  be  trained,  and  hence  will  go  forth, 
able  ministers  of  the  New  Testament.  God  accept 
our  offering  and  fulfil  our  trust.  May  he  shed  on  this 
spot  the  copious  dew  of  his  grace,  and  compass  it  with 
his  favbr  as  with  a  shield. 

To  what  end  do  we  devote  this  building.'*  How 
may  this  end  be  accomplished?  These  questions  will 
guide  our  present  reflections. 

To  what  end  is  this  edifice  dedicated  ?  The  answer 
to  this  question  may  be  given  in  various  forms,  or  ex- 
panded into  various  particulars.  From  this  wide  range 
of  topics,  I  shall  select  one,  which,  from  its  comprehen- 
siveness and  importance,  will  be  acknowledged  to  de- 
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serve  peculiar  attention.  I  say  then,  that  this  edifice  is 
dedicated  to  the  training  of  ministers,  whose  word,  like 
their  master's,  shall  be  *  loith  powerJ*  Power,  energy, 
efficiency,  this  is  the  endowment  to  be  communicated 
most  assiduously  by  a  theological  institution.  Such  is  the 
truth,  which  I  would  now  develope.  My  meaning  may 
easily  be  explained.  By  the  power,  of  which  I  have  spo- 
ken, I  mean  that  strong  action  of  the  understanding,  con- 
science, and  heart,  on  moral  and  religious  truth,  through 
which  the  preacher  is  quickened  and  qualified  to  awaken 
the  same  strong  action  in  others.  I  mean  energy  of 
thought  and  feeling  in  the  minister,  creating  for  itself 
an  appropriate  expression,  and  propagating  itself  to  the 
hearer.  .What  this  power  is,  all  men  understand  by  ex- 
perience. All  know,  how  the  same  truth  differs,  when 
dispensed  by  difierent  lips ;  how  doctrines,  inert  and  unin- 
teresting as  expounded  by  one  teacher,  come  fraught  wid\ 
life  from  another ;  arrest  attention,  rouse  emotion,  and 
give  a  new  spring  to  the  soul.  In  declaring  this  power 
to  be  the  great  object  of  a  theological  institution,  I  an- 
nounce no  discovery.  I  say  nothing  new.  But  this  truth, 
like  many  others  is  too  often  acknowledged  only  to  be 
slighted.  It  needs  to  be  brought  out,  to  be  made  promi-* 
uent,  to  become  the  living,  guiding  principle  of  education 
for  the  ministry.  Power,  then,  I  repeat  it,  is  the  great 
good  to  be  communicated  by  theological  institutions. 
To  impart  knowledge  is  indeed  their  indispensable  duty, 
but  not  their  whole,  nor  most  arduous,  nor  highest  woiic. 
Knowledge  is  the  means,  power  the  end.  The  form- 
er, when  accumulated,  as  it  often  is,  with  no  strong 
action  of  the  intellect,  no  vividness  of  conception,  no 
depth  of  conviction,  no  force  of  feeling,  is  of  little  or 
no  worth  to  the  preacher.  It  comes  from  him  as  a  faint 
echo,  with  nothing  of  that  mysterious  energy,  which 
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strong  conviction  throws  \nto  style  and  utterance.  His 
breath,  which  should  kindle,  chills  his  hearers,  and  the 
nobler  the  truth  with  which  he  is  charged,  the  less  he 
succeeds  in  carrying  it  far  into  men's  souls.  We  want 
more  than  knowledge.  We  want  force  of  thought,  feel- 
ing and  purpose.  What  profits  it  to  arm  the  pupil  with 
weapons  of  heavenly  temper,  unless  his  hands  be  nerved 
to  wield  them  with  vigor  and  success  ?  The  word  of  God 
is  indeed  *  quick  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any 
two  edged  sword  ; '  but  when  committed  to  him  who 
has  ho  kindred  energy,  it  does  not  and  cannot  penetrate 
the  mind.  Power  is  the  attribute,  which  crowns  all  a 
minister's  accomplishments.  It  is  the  centre  and  grand 
result,  in  which  all  his  studies;  meditations  and  prayers 
should  meet,  and  without  which  his  office  becomes  a 
form  pnd  a  show.  And  yet  how  seldom  is  it  distinctly 
and  earnestly  proposed  as  the  chief  qualification  for  the 
sacred  office  ?  How  seldom  do  we  meet  it  ?  How 
often  does  preaching  remind  us  of  a  child's  arrows  shot 
against  a  fortress  of  adamant.  How  often  does  it  seem 
a  mock  fight.  We  do  not  see  the  earnestness  of  real 
warfare;  of  men  bent  on  the  accomplishment  of  a  great 
good.  We  want  powerful  ministers,  not  graceful  de- 
clahmers,  not  elegant  essayists,  but  men  fitted  to  act  on 
men,  to  make  themselves  felt  in  society. 

I  have  said  that  the  communication  of  power  is  the 
great  end  of  a  theological  institution.  Let  not  this 
word  give  alarm.  I  mean  by  it,  as  you  must  have  seen, 
a  very  different  power  from  that  which  ministers  once 
possessed,  and  which  some  still  covet.  There  have  been 
times,  when  the  clergy  were  rivals  in  dominion  with 
kings ;  when  the  mitre  even  towered  above  the  diadem ; 
when  the  priest,  shutting  God's  word  on  the  people,  and 
converting  its  threatenings  and  promises  into  instruments 
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of  usurpation,  was  able  to  persuade  men,  that  the  soul's 
everlasting  doom  hung  on  his  ministry,  and  even  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  a  sway  over  fiery  and  ferocious 
spirits,  which  revolted  against  all  other  control.  This 
power,  suited  to  barbarous  times,  and,  as  some  imagine, 
a  salutary  element  of  society  in  rude,  lawless  ages,  has 
been  shaken  almost  everywhere  by  the  progress  of  itt- 
tellect ;  and  in  Protestant  countries,  it  is  openly  reproi- 
bated  and  renounced.  It  is  not  to  reestablish  this,  that 
these  walls  have  been  reared.  We  trust,  that  they  are 
to  be  bulwarks  against  its  encroachments,  and  that  they 
are  to  send  forth  influences  more  and  more  hostile  to 
every  form  of  spiritual  usurpation. 

Am  I  told  that  this  kind  of  power  is  now  so  fallen  and 
so  contemned,  that  to  disclaim  or  to  oppose  it  seems  a 
waste  of  words  ?  I  should  rejoice  to  yield  myself  to  this 
belief.  But  unhappily  the  same  enslaving  and  degrading 
power  may  grow  up  under  Protestants  as  under  Catholic 
institutions.  In  all  ages  and  all  churches,  terror  confers 
a  tremendous  influence  on  him  who  can  spread  it ;  and 
through  this  instrument,  the  Protestant  minister,  whilst 
disclaiming  Papal  pretensions,  is  able,  if  so  minded,  to 
build  up  a  spiritual  despotism.  That  this  means  of  sub- 
jugating the  mind  should  be  too  freely  used  and  dreadful- 
ly perverted,  we  cannot  wonder,  when  we  consider  that 
no  talent  is  required  to  spread  a  panic,  and  that  coarse 
minds  and  hard  hearts  are  signally  gifted  for  this  work 
of  torture.  The  progress  of  intelligence  is  undoubted- 
ly narrowing  the  power,  which  the  minister  gains  by 
excessive  appeals  to  men's  fears,  but  has  by  no  means 
destroyed  it ;  for  as  yet  the  intellect,  even  in  Protestant 
countries,  has  exerted  itself  comparatively  little  on  reli- 
gion ;  and,  ignorance  begetting  a  passive,  servile  state  of 
mind,  tlie  preacher,  if  so  disposed,  finds  little  difficulty 
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m  breaking  somei  if  not  many  spirits,  by  terror.  The 
effects  of  this  ill-gotten  power  are  mournful  on  the 
teacher  and  the  taught.  The  panic-smitten  hearer,  in- 
structed that  safety  isf  to  be  found  in  bowing  to  an  un- 
intelligible creed,  and  too  agitated  for  deliberate  and 
vigorous  thought,  resigns  himself  a  passive  subject  to 
his  spiritual  guides,  and  receives  a  faith  by  which  he  is 
debased.  Nor  does  the  teacher  escape  unhurt ;  for  all 
usurpation  on  men's  understandings  begets,  in  him  who 
exercises  it,  a  dread  and  resistance  of  the  truth  which 
threatens  its  subversion.  Hence  ministers  have  so 
often  fallen  behind  their  age,  and  been  the  chief  foes 
of  the  master  spirits  who  have  improved  the  world. 
They  have  felt  their  power  totter  at  the  tread  of  an 
independent  thinker.  By  a  kind  of  instinct,  th^y  have 
fought  against  the  light,  before  which  the  shades  of 
superstition  were  vanishing,  and  have  received  their 
punishment  in  the  darkness  and  degradation  of  their 
own  minds.  To  such  power  as  we  have  described,  we 
do  not  dedicate  these  walls.  We  would  not  train  here, 
if  we  could,  agents  of  terror,  to  shake  weak  nerves, 
to  disease  the  imagination,  to  lay  a  spell  on  men's 
faculties,  to  guard  a  creed  by  fires  more  consuming 
than  those  which  burnt  on  Sinai.  Believing  that  this 
method  of  dominion  is  among  the  chief  obstructions 
to  an  enlightened  faith,  and  abhorring  tyranny  in  the 
pulpit  as  truly  as  on  the  thr6ne,  we  would  consecrate 
this  edifice  to  the  subversion,  not  the  participation,  of 
this  unhallowed  power. 

Is  it  then  ask^d,  what  I  mean  by  the  power  which 
this  institution  should  aim  to  communicate  ?  T  mean 
power  to  act  on  intelligent  and  free  beings,  by  means 
proportioned  to  their  nature.  I  mean  power  to  call  into 
healthy  exertion  the  intellect,  conscience,  affections,  and 


» Digitized  by 


Google 


488 

moral  will  of  the  hearer.  I  mean  force  of  conception, 
and  earnestness  of  style  and  elocution.  I  mean,  that 
truth  should  be  a  vital  principle  in  the  soul  of  the  teach- 
er, and  should  come  from  him  as  a  reality.  I  mean,  that 
his  whole  moral  and  intellectual  faculties  should  be 
summoned  to  his  work ;  that  a  tone  of  force  and  reso- 
lution should  pervade  his  efforts;  that,  throwing  his 
soul  into  his  cause,  he  should  plead  it  with  urgency, 
and  should  concentrate  on  his  hearers  all  the  influences 
which  consist  with  their  moral  freedom. 

Every  view  which  we  can  take  of  the  ministry  will 
teach  us,  that  nothing  less  than  the  whole  amount  of 
power  in  the  individual  can  satisfy  its  demands.  This  we 
learn,  if  we  consider,  first,  the  weight  and  grandeur  of 
the  subjects  which  the  minister  is  to  illustrate  and  enforce. 
He  is  to  speak  of  God,  the  King  and  JFather  Eternal, 
whose  praise  no  tongue  of  men  or  angels  can  worthily 
set  forth.  He  is  to  speak  of  the  soul,  that  ray  of  the 
Divinity,  the  partaker  of  God's  own  immortality,  to 
which  the  outward  universe  was  made  to  minister,  and 
which,  if  true  to  itself,  will  one  day  be  clad  with  a  beau- 
ty and  grandeur  such  as  nature's  loveliest  and  sublimest 
scenery  never  wears.  He  is  to  speak,  not  of  this  world 
only,  but  of  invisible  and  mor^  advanced  states  of  being, 
of  a  world  too  spiritual  for  the  fleshly  eye  to  see,  but  of 
which  a  presage  and  earnest  may  be  found  in  the  en- 
lightened and  purified  mind.  He  has  to  speak  of  virtue, 
of  human  perfection,  of  the  love  which  is  due  to  the  Uni- 
versal Father  and  to  fellow  beings,  of  the  intercourse  of 
the  soul  with  its  Creator,  and  of  all  the  duties  of  life  as 
hallowed  and  elevated  by  a  reference  to  God  and  to 
the  future  world.  He  has  to  speak  of  sin,  that  essential 
evil,  that  only  evil,  which,  by  its  unutterable  fearfulness, 
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makes  dll  other  calamities  unworthy  of  the  name.  He 
is  to  treat,  not  of  ordinary  life,  nor  of  the  most  distin- 
guished agents  in  ordinary  history,  but  of  God's  super- 
natural interpositions ;  of  hfs  most  sensible  and  immedi- 
ate providence ;  of  men  inspired  and  empowered  to 
work  the  most  important  revolutions m  society;  and  es- 
pecially of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  the  theme  of 
prophecy,  the  revealer  of  grace  and  truth,  the  saviour 
from  sin,  the  conqueror  of  death,  who  hath  left  us  an 
example  of  immaculate  virtue,  whose  love  passeth  know- 
ledge, and  whose  history,  combining  the  strange  and 
touching  contrasts  of^he  cross,  the  resurrection,  and  a 
heavenly  throne,  surpasses  all  other  records  in  interest 
and  grandeur.  He  has  to  speak,  not  of  transitory  con- 
cerns, but  of  happiness  and  misery  transcending  in  dura- 
tion and  degree  the  most  joyful  and  suffering  condition 
of  the  present  state.  He  has  to  speak  of  the  faintly 
shadowed,  but  solemn  consummation  of  this  world's 
eventful  history ;  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man,  the 
resurrection,  the  judgment,  the  retributions  of  the  last 
day.  Here  are  subjects  of  intense  interest.  They  claim 
and  should  call  forth  the  mind's  whole  power,  and  are 
infinitely  wronged  when  uttered  with  cold  lips  and  from 
an  unmoved  heart. 

.  If  we  next  consider  the  effects,  which,  through  these 
truths,  the  minister  is  to  produce,  we  shall  see  that  his 
function  demands  and  should  be  characterised  by  power. 
The  first  purpose  of  a  minister's  function,  which  is  to  ^ 
enlighten  the  understanding  on  the  subject  of  religion, 
is  no  easy  task ;  for  all  religious  truth  is  not  obvious, 
plain,  shining  with  an  irresistible  evidence,  so  that  a 
glance  of  thought  will  give  the  hearer  possession  of  the 
teacher's  mind.  We  sometimes  talk,  indeed,  of  the  sim- 
plicity of  religion,  as  if  it  were  as  easy  as  a  child's  book, 
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as  if  it  might  be  taught  with  as  little  labor  as  the  al- 
phabet. But  all  analogy  forbids  us  to  believe,  that  the 
sublimest  truths  can  be  imparted  or  gained  with  little 
thought  or  effort,  and  the  prevalent  ignorance  .confirms 
this  presumption.  Obstacles  neither  few  nor  small  to  a 
clear  apprehension  of  religion,  ar^  found  in  the  invisiUe- 
ness  of  its  objects ;  in  the  disproportion  between  the 
Infinite  Creator  and  the  finite  mind ;  in  the  proneness 
of  human  beings  to  judge  of  superior  natures  by  their 
own,  and  to  transfer  to  the  spiritual  world  the  properties 
of  matter  and  the  affections  of  sense ;  in  the  perpetual 
pressure  of  outward  things  upon.^he  attention ;  in  the 
darkness  which  sin  spreads  over  the  intellect ;  in  the 
Ignorance  which  yet  prevails  in  regard,  to  the  human 
mind ;  and,  though  last  not  least,  in  the  errors  and  super- 
stitions  which  have  come  down  to  us  from  past  ages, 
and  Which  exert  an  unsuspected  power  on  our  whole 
modes  of  religious  thinking.  These  obstacles  are 
strengthened  by  the  general  indisposition  to  investigate 
religion  freely  and  thoroughly.  The  tone  of  authority 
^with  which  it  has  been  taught,  the  terror  and  obscnre 
phraseol(^  in  which  it  has  been  shrouded,  and  the  un- 
lovely aspect  which  it  has  been  made  to  wear,  have  con- 
curred to  repel  from  it  deliberate  and  earnest  attention, 
and  to  reconcile  men  to  a  superficial  mode  of  thinking 
which  they  would  scorn  on  every  other  subject.  Add  to 
this,that  the  early  inculcation  and  fi'equent  repetition  of 
religion,  by  making  it  familiar,  expose  it  to  neglect.  The 
result  of  adl  these  unfavorable  influences,  is,  that  religious 
truth  is  more  indistinctly  apprehended,  is  more  shadowy 
and  unreal  to  the  multitude,  than  any  other  truth ;  and, 
unhappily,  this  remark  applies  with  almost  equal  truth 
to  all  ranks  of  society  and  all  orders  of  intellect.  The 
loose  conceptions  of  Christianity  which  prevail  among 
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the  high  as  well  as  the  low,  do  not  deserve  the  name  of 
knowledge.  The  loftiest  minds  among  us  seldom  put 
forth  their  strength  on  the  very  subject,  for  which 
intelligence  was  especially  given.  A  great  revolution 
18  needed  here.  The  human  intellect  is  to  be  brought 
to  act  on  religion  with  new  power.  It  ought  to  prose- 
cute this  inquiry  with  an  intenseness,  with  which  no 
other  subject  is  investigated.  And  does  it  require  no 
energy  in  the  teacher,  to  awaken  this  power  and 
•arnestness  of  thought  in  others,  to  bring  religion  be- 
Ibre  the  intellect  as  its  worthiest  object,  to  raise  menV 
traditional,  lifeless,  superficial  faith  into  deliberate  pro-^ 
found  conviction  ? 

That  the  ministry  should  be  characterised  by  power 
and  energy,  will  be  made  more  apparent,  if  we  consider 
that  it  is  instituted  to  quicken,  not  only  the  intellect 
but  the  conscience ;  to  enforce  the  obligations,  as  well 
as  illustrate  the  truth  of  religion.  It  is  an  important 
branch  of  the  minister's  duty,  to  bring  home  the  general 
principles  of  duty  to  the  individual  mind ;  to  turn  it 
upon  itself;  to  rouse  it  to  a  resolute,  impartial  survey  of 
its  whole  responsibilities  and  ill  deserts.  Ahd  is  not 
energy  needed  to  break  through  the  barriers  of  pride 
and  self-love,  and  to  place  the  individual  before  a  tribu- 
nal in  his  own  breast,  as  solemn  and  searching  as  that 
which  awaits  him  at  the  last  day  ?  It  is  not  indeed  so 
(JBfficult  to  rouse,  in  the  timid  and  susceptible,  a  morbid 
susceptibility  of  conscience,  to  terrify  weak  people  into 
the  idea,  that  they  are  to  answer  for  ^ins  inherited  from 
the  first  fallen  pair,  and  entailed  upon  them  by  a  stern 
necessity.  But  this  feverish  action  of  the  conscience  is 
its  weakness,  not  its  strength ;  and  the  teacher  who 
would  rouse  the  moral  sense  to  discriminating  judg- 
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ment  and  healthful  feeling,  has  need  of  a  vastly  higher 
kind  of  power  than  is  required  to  darken  and  disease  iu 
Another  proof  that  the  ministry  should  be  characteris- 
ed by  power,  is  given  to  us  by  the  consideration^  that  it 
is  intended  to  act  on  the  affections ;  to  exhibit  religion 
in  its  loveliness  and  venerableness,  as  well  as  in  its  truth 
and  obligation ;  to  concentrate  upon  it  all  the  strength 
of  moral  feeling.  The  christian  teacher  has  a  great 
work  to  do  in  the  human  heart.  His  function  has,  for 
its  highest  aim,  to  call  forth  towards  God  the  j)rofound- 
est  awe,  attachment,  trust,  and  joy,  of  which  human 
nature  is  capable.  Religion  demands,  that  He  who  is 
supreme  in  the  universe,  should  be  supreme  in  the  hu- 
man soul.  God,  to  whom  belongs  the  mysterious  and 
incommunicable  attribute  of  Infinity  ;  who  is  the  ful- 
ness and  source  of  life  and  thought,  of  beauty  and  pow- 
er, of  love  and  happiness ;  on  whom  we  depend  more  in- 
timately than  the  stream  on  the  fountain,  or  the  plant  on 
the  earth  in  which  it  is  rooted, — this  Great  Being  ought 
to  call  forth  peculiar  emotions,  and  to  move  and  sway 
the  soul,  as  he  pervades  creation,  with  unrivalled  en- 
ergy. It  is  his  distinction,  that  he  unites  in  his  nature 
infinite  majesty  and  infinite  benignity,  the  most  awfiil 
with  the  most  endearing  attributes,  the  tenderest  rela- 
tions to  the  individual  with  the  grandeur  of  the  universal 
sovereign ;  and,  through  this  nature,  he  is  fitted  to  act 
on  the  mind  as  no  other  being  can, — to  awaken  a  love 
more  intense,  a  veneration  more  profound,  a  sensibilitj 
of  which  the  soul  knows  not  its  capacity  until  it  is  pene- 
trated and  touched  by  God.  To  bring  the  created 
mind  into  living  union  with  the  Infinite  Mind,  so  that  it 
shall  respond  to  him  through  its  whole  being,  is  the 
noblest  function,  which  this  harmonious  and  beneficent 
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universe  perfofms.  For  this,  revelation  was  given.  For 
this,  the  ministry  was  instituted.  The  christian  teach- 
er is  to  make  more  audible,  and  to  interpret  the  voice,  in 
which  the  beauty  and  awfulness  of  nature,  the  heav- 
ens, the  earth,  fruitful  seasons,  storms  and  thunders, 
recall  men  to  their  Creator.  Still  more,  he  is  to  turn 
them  to  the  clearer,  milder,  more  attractive  splendors, 
in  which  the  Divinity  is  revealed  by  Jesus  Christ.  His 
great  purpose,  I  repeat  it,  is,  to  give  vitality  to  the 
thought  of  God  in  the  human  mind ;  to  make  his  pre- 
sence felt ;  to  make  him  a  reality,  and  the  most  powerful 
reality  to  the  soul.  And  is  not  this  a  work  requiring 
energy  of  thought  and  utterance  ?  Is  it  easy,  in  a  world 
of  matter  and  sense,  amidst  crowds  of  impressions  rush- 
ing in  from  abroad,  amidst  the  constant  and  visible  agen- 
cy of  second  causes,  amidst  the  anxieties,  toils,  pleasures, 
dissipations,  and  competitions  of  life,  in  the  stir  and 
bustle  of  society,  and  in  an  age  when  luxury  wars  with 
spirituality,  and  the  developement  of  nature's  resources  is 
turning  men's  trust  fro^  the  Creator, — is  it  easy,  amidst 
these  gross  interests  and  distracting  influences,  to  raise 
men's  minds  to  the  invisible  Divinity,  to  fix  impressions 
of  God  deeper  and  more  enduring  than  those  which  are 
received  from  all  other  beings,  to  make  him  the  supreme 
object,  spring,  and  motive  of  the  soul  ? 

We  have  seen  how  deep  and  strong  are  the  affections 
which  the  minister  is  to  awaken  towards  God.  But 
strength  of  religious  impression  is  not  his  whole  work. 
From  the  imperfections  of  our  nature,  this  very  strength 
has  its  dangers.  Religion,  in  becoming  fervent,  often 
becomes  morbid.  It  is  the  minister's  duty  to  inculcate 
a  piety  characterised  by  wisdom  as  much  as  by  warmth  ; 
to  mediate,  if  I  may  so  speak,  between  the  reason  and 
the  affections,  so  that,  with  joint  energy  and  in  blessed 
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harmony,  tbej  may  rise  together  and  offer  up  the  undi- 
vided soul  to  God.  Whoever  understands  the  strength 
of  emotion  in  man's  nature,  and  how  hardly  the  balance 
of  the  soul  is  preserved,  need  not  be  told  of  the  ardu- 
ousness  of  this  work.  Devout  people,  through  love  of 
excitement,  and  through  wrong  views  of  the  love  of  God, 
are  apt  to  cherish  the  devotional  feelings,  at  the  expense, 
if  not  to  the  exclusion,  of  other  parts  of  our  nature. 
They  seem  to  imagine  that  piety,  like  the  Upas  tree, 
makes  a  desert  where  it  grows ;  that  the  mind,  if  not 
the  body,  needs  a  cloister.  The  natural  movements  of 
the  soul  are  repressed ;  the  social  affections  damped ;  the 
grace,  and  ornament,  and  innocent  exhilarations  of  life 
frowned  upon ;  and  a  gloomy,  repulsive  religion  is  culti- 
vated, which,  by  way  of  compensation  for  its  privations, 
claims  a  monopoly  of  God's  favor,  abandoning  all  to  his 
wrath  who  will  not  assume  its  own  sad  livery  and  echo 
its  own  sepulchral  tones.  Through  such  exhibitions,  re- 
ligion has  lost  its  honor ;  and  though  the  most  ennobling 
of  all  sentiments,  dilating  the  soul  with  vast  thoughts  and 
an  unbounded  hope,  has  been  thought  to  contract  and 
degrade  it.  The  minister  is  to  teach  an  earnest  but  en- 
lightened religion ;  a  piety,  which,  far  from  wasting  or 
eradicating,  will  protect,  nourish,  freshen  the  mind's 
various  affections  and  powers ;  which  will  add  force  to 
reason,  as  well  as  ardor  to  the  heart ;  which  will  at  once 
bind  us  to  God,  and  cement  and  multiply  our  ties  to  our 
families,  our  country,  and  mankind ;  which  will  heighten 
the  relish  of  life's  pleasures,  whilst  it  kindles  an  un- 
quenchable thirst  for  a  purer  happiness  in  the  life  to  come. 
Religion  does  not  mutilate  our  nature.  It  does  not  lay 
waste  our  human  interests  and  affections,  that  it  may 
erect  for  God  a  throne  amidst  cheerless  and  solitary 
ruins,  but  widens  the  range  of  thought,  feeling,  and 
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enjoyment.  Such  is  religion ;  and  the  christian  ministry, 
having  for  its  end  the  communication  of  this  healthful, 
well-proportioned,  and  all-comprehending  piety,  demands 
every  energy  of  thought,  feeling,  and  utterance,  which 
the  individual  can  bring  to  the  work. 

The  time  would  fail  me  to  speak  of  the  other  aflTec^ 
lions  and  sentiments  which  the  ministry  is  instituted  to 
excite  and  cherish,  and  I  hasten  to  another  object  of  the 
christian  teacher,  which,  to  those  who  know  themselves, 
will  peculiarly  illustrate  the  power  which  his  office  de- 
mands. It  is  his  duty  to  rouse  men  to  self-conflict,  to 
warfare  with  the  evil  in  their  own  hearts.  This  is  in  truth 
the  supreme  evil.  The  sorest  calamities  of  life,  sickness, 
poverty,  scorn,  dungeons,  and  death,  form  a  less  amount 
of  desolation  and  suffering  than  is  included  in  that  one 
word,  sin— in  revolt  from  God,  in  disloyalty  to  conscience, 
in  the  tyranny  of  the  passions,  in  the  thraldom  of  the 
souPs  noblest  powers.  To  redeem  men  from  sin  was 
Christ's  great  end.  To  pierce  them  with  a  new  con- 
sciousness of  sin,  so  that  they  shall  groan  under  it,  and 
strive  against  it,  and  through  prayer  and  watching  master 
it,  is  an  essential  part  of  the  minister's  work.  Let  him 
not  satisfy  himself  with  awakening,  by  his  eloquence, 
occasional  emotions  of  gratitude  or  sympathy.  He 
must  rouse  the  soul  to  solemn,  stern  resolve  against  its 
own  deep  and  cherished  corruptions,  or  he  only  makes 
a  show  of  assault,  and  leaves  the  foe  intrenched  and 
unbroken  within.  We  see,  then,  the  arduousness  of  the 
minister's  work.  He  is  called  to  war  with  the  might  of 
the  human  passions,  with  the  whole  power  of  moral  evil. 
He  is  to  enlist  men,  not  for  a  crusade,  nor  for  extermi- 
nation of  heretics,  but  to  fight  a  harder  battle  within,  to 
expel  sm  in  all  its  forms,  and  especially  their  besetting 
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sins,  from  the  strong  holds  of  the  heart.     I  know  no 
task  so  arduous,  none  which  demands  equal  power. 

I  shall  take  but  one  more  view  of  the  objects  for 
which  the  christian  ministry  was  instituted,  and  from 
which  we  infer  that  it  should  be  fraught  with  energy. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  christian  teacher  to  call  forth  in 
the  soul,  a  conviction  of  its  immortality,  a  thirst  for  a 
higher  existence,  and  a  grandeur  lind  elevation  of  senti- 
ment, becoming  a  being  who  is  to  live,  enjoy,  and  ad- 
vance, forever.  His  business  is  with  men,*not  as  in- 
habitants of  this  world,  but  as  related  to  invisible  beings, 
and  to  purer  and  happier  worlds.  The  minister  should 
look  with  reverence  on  the  human  soul  as  having  within 
itself  the  germ  of  heaven.  He  should  recognise,  in  the 
ignorant  and  unimproved,  vast  spiritual  faculties  given 
for  perpetual  enlargement,  just  as  the  artist  of  genius 
sees  in  the  unhewn  marble  the  capacity  of  being  trans- 
formed into  a  majesty  and  grace,  which  will  command 
the  admiration  of  ages.  In  correspondence  with  these 
views,  let  him  strive  to  quicken  men  to  a  consciousness 
of  their  inward  nature  and  of  its  affinity  with  God,  and 
to  raise  their  steadfast  aim  and  hope  to  its  intermina- 
ble progress  and  felicity.  Such  is  his  function.  Per- 
haps I  may  be  told,  that  men  are  incapable  of  rising, 
under  the  best  instruction,  to  this  height  of  thought  and 
feeling.  But  let  us  never  despair  of  our  race.  There 
is,  I  am  sure,  in  the  human  soul,  a  deep  consciousness, 
which  responds  to  him,  who  sincerely,  and  with  the  lan- 
guage of  reality,  speaks  to  it  of  the  great  and  everlasting 
purposes  for  which  it  was  created.  There  are  sublime 
instincts  in  man.  There  is  in  human  nature,  a  want 
which  the  world  cannot  supply  ;  a  thirst  for  objects  on 
which  to  pour  forth  more  fervent  admiration  and  love. 
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than  visible  things  awaken;  a  thirst  for  the  unseen,  the  in- 
finite, and  the  everlasting.  Most  of  you  who  hear,  have 
probably  had  moments,  when  a  new  light  has  seemed  to 
dawn,  a  new  life  to  stir  within  you ;  when  you  have 
aspired  after  an  unknown  good ;  when  you  have  been 
touched  by  moral  greatness  and  disinterested  love ;  when 
you  have  longed  to  break  every  chain  of  selfishness  and 
sensuality,  and  enjoy  a  purer  being.  It  is  on  this  part  of 
our  nature  that  religion  is  founded.  To  this  Christianity 
is  addressed.  The  power  to  speak  to  this,  is  the  noblest 
which  God  has  imparted  to  man  or  angel,  and  should  be 
coveted  above  all  things  by  the  christian  teacher. 

The  need  of  power  in  the  ministry  has  been  made 
apparent,  from  the  greatness  of  the  truths  to  be  dispens- 
ed and  the  effects  to  be  wrought  by  the  christian  teach- 
er. The  question  then  comes.  How  may  the  student  of 
theology  be  aided  in  gaining  or  cherishing  this  power? 
Under  what  influences  should  he  be  placed  ?  What 
are  the  springs  or  foundations  of  the  energy  which  he 
needs  ?  How  may  he  be  quickened  and  trained  to  act 
most  efficiently  on  the  minds  of  men?  In  answering 
these  questions,  we  of  course  determine  the  character 
which  belongs  to  a  theological  institution,  the  spirit 
which  it  should  cherish,  the  discipline,  the  mode  of  teach- 
ing, the  excitements,  which  it  should  employ.  From  this 
wide  range,  I  shall  select  a  few  topics  which  are  recom- 
mended at  once  by  their  own  importance  and  by  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  are  now  placed. 

1.  To  train  the  student  to  power  of  thought  and  ut- 
terance, let  him  be  left,  and  still  more,  encouraged,  to 
free  investigation.  Without  this,  a  theological  institu- 
tion becomes  a  prison  to  the  intellect  and  a  nuisance 
to  the  church.  The  mind  grows  by  free  action.  Con- 
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fine  it  to  beaten  paths,  prescribe  to  it  the  results  in 
which  all  study  must  end,  and  you  rob  it  of  elasticity 
and  life.  It  will  never  spread  to  its  full  dimensions. 
Teach  the  young  man,  that  the  instructions  of  others  are 
designed  to  quicken,  not  supersede  his  own  activity;  that 
he  has  a  divine  iBtellect  for  which  he  is  to  answer  to 
God ;  and  that  to  surrender  it  to  another  is  to  cast  the 
crown  from  his  head  and  to  yield  up  his  noblest 
birthright.  Encourage  him,  in  all  great  questions,  to 
hear  both  sides,  and  to  meet  fairly  the  point  of  every 
hostile  argument.  Guard  him  against  tampering  with 
his  own  mind,  against  silencing  its  whispers  and  objec- 
tions, that  he  may  enjoy  a  favorite  opinion  undisturbed. 
Do  not  give  him  the  shadow  for  the  substance  of  free- 
dom, by  telling  him  to  inquire,  but  prescribing  to  him  the 
t:onvictions  at  which  he  must  stop.  Better  show  him 
honestly  his  chains,  than  mock  the  slave  with  the  show 
of  liberty. 

I  know  the  objection  to  this  course.  It  puts  to  haz- 
ard, we  are  told,  the  religious  principles  of  the  young. 
The  objection  is  not  without  foundation.  The  danger 
is  not  unreal.  But  I  know  no  method  of  forming  a 
manly  intellect,  or  a  manly  character,  without  danger. 
Peril  is  the  element  in  which  power  is  developed.  Re- 
move the  youth  from  every  hazard,  keep  him  in  lead- 
ing strings  lest  he  should  stray  into  forbidden  paths, 
surround  him  with  down  lest  he  should  be  injured  by 
a  fall,  shield  him  from  wmd  and  storms,  and  you  doom 
him  to  perpetual  infancy.  All  liberty  is  perilous,  as 
the  despot  truly  affirms ;  but  who  would  therefore  seek 
shelter  under  a  despot's  throne  ?  Freedom  of  will  is 
almost  a  tremendous  gift ;  but  still,  a  free  agent,  with  all 
his  capacity  of  crime,  is  infinitely  more  interesting  and 
noble  than  the  most  harmonious  and  beautiful  machine. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


499 

Freedom  is  the  nurse  of  intellectual  and  moral  vigor. 
Better  expose  the  mind  to  error,  than  rob  it  of  hardihood 
and  individuality.  Keep  not  the  destined  teacher  of  man- 
kind from  the  perilous  field,  where  the  battle  between 
Truth  and  Falsehood  is  fought.  Let  him  grapple  with  dif- 
ficulty, sophistry,  and  error.  Truth  is  a  conquest,  and  no 
man  holds  her  so* fast  as  he  who  has  won  her  by  conflict. 

That  cases  of  infidelity  may  occur  in  institutions 
conducted  on  free  principles,  is  very  possible,  though 
our  own  experience  gives  no  ground  for  fear.  But  the 
student,  who,  with  all  the  aids  to  christian  belief  which 
are  furnished  in  a  theological  seminary,  still  falls  a  prey  to 
skepticism,  is  not  the  man  to  be  trusted  with  the  cause 
of  Christ.  He  is  radically  deficient,  tie  wants  that 
congeniality  with  spiritual  and  Ibfty  truths,  without 
which  the  evidences  of  religion  work  no  deep  conviction, 
and  without  which  the  faith,  that  might  be  instilled  by 
a  slavish  institution,  would  be  of  little  avail.  An  upright 
mind  may  indeed  be  disturbed  and  shaken  for  a  time  by 
the  arguments  of  skepticism ;  but  these  will  be  ulti- 
mately repelled,  and,  like  conquered  foes,  will  strengthen 
the  principle  by  which  they  have  been  subdued. 

Nothing,  I  am  sure,  can  give  power  like  a  free  action 
of  the  mind.  Accumulate  teachers  and  books,  for  these 
are  indispensable.  But  the  best  teacher  is  he,  who 
awakens  in  his  pupils  the  power  of  thought,  and  aids 
them  to  go  alone.  It  is  possible  to  weaken  and  en- 
cumber the  mind  by  too  much  help.  The  very  splen- 
dor of  a  teacher's  talents  may  injure  the  pupil ;  and  a 
superior  man,  who  is  more  anxious  to  spread  his  own 
creed  and  his  own  praise,  than  to  nourish  a  strong  intel- 
lect in  others,  will  only  waste  his  life  in  multiplying 
poor  copies,  and  in  sending  forth  into  the  churches,  tame 
mimics  of  himself. 
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To  free  inquiry,  then,  we  dedicate  these  walls.  We 
inrite  into  them  the  ingenuous  young  man,  who  prizes 
liberty  of  mind  more  than  aught  within  the  gift  of 
sects  or  of  the  world.  Let  Heaven's  free  air  circulate, 
and  Heaven's  unobstructed  light  shine  here,  and  let  those 
who  shall  be  sent  hence,  go  forth,  not  to  echo  with  ser- 
vility a  creed  imposed  on  their  weakness,  but  to  utter, 
in  their  own  manly  tones,  what  their  own  free  investiga- 
tion and  deep  conviction  urge  them  to  preach  as  the 
truth  of  God. 

2.  In  the  second  place,  to  give  power  to  the  teacher, 
he  should  be  imbued,  by  all  possible  inculcation  and  ex- 
citement, with  a  supreme  and  invincible  love  of  truth. 
This  is  at  once  the  best  defence  against  the  perils  of  free 
inquiry,  and  the  inspirer  of  energy  both  in  thought  and 
utterance.  The  first  duty  of  a  rational  being  b  to  his 
own  intellect ;  for  it  is  through  soundness  and  honesty 
of  intellect  that  he  is  to  learn  all  other  duties.  I  know 
no  virtue  more  important  and  appropriate  to  a  teacher, 
and  especially  a  religious  teacher,  than  fairness  and  rec- 
titude of  understanding,  than  a  love  of  truth  stronger 
than  the  love  of  gain,  honor,  life ;  and  yet,  so  far  from 
being  cherished,  this  virtue  has  been  warred  against, 
hunted  down,  driven  to  exile,  or  doomed  to  the  stake, 
in  almost  every  christian  country,  by  ministers,  church- 
es, religious  seminaries,  or  a  maddened  populace.  In 
the  glorious  company  of  heroes  and  martyrs,  a  high 
rank  belongs  to  him,  who,  superior  to  the  frowns  or  the 
sneers,  the  pity  or  the  wrath,  which  change  of  views 
would  bring  upon  him,  and  in  opposition  to  the  warping 
influences  of  patronage,  of  private  friendship,  or  ambi- 
tion, keeps  his  mind  chaste,  inviolate,  a  sacred  temple 
for  truth,  ever  open  to  new  light  from  lleaven ;  and  who, 
faithful  to  his  deliberate  convictions,  speaks  simply,  and 
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firmlj,  what  his  uncorrupted  mind  believes.  This  love 
of  truth  gives  power,  for  it  secures  a  growing  knowledge 
of  truth ;  and  truth  is  the  mighty  weapon  by  which  the 
victories  of  religion  are  to  be  wrought  out.  This  en 
dures  whilst  error  carries  with  it  the  seeds  of  decay. 
Truth  is  an  emanation  from  God,  a  beam  of  his  wisdom, 
and  immutable  as  its  source ;  and  although  its  first  influ- 
ences may  seem  to  be  exceeded  by  those  of  error,  it  grows 
stronger,  and  strikes  deeper  root,  amidst  the  fluctuations 
and  ruins  of  false  opinions.  Besides,  this  loyalty  to  truth 
not  only  leads  to  its  acquisition,  but,  still  more,  begets  a 
vital  acquaintance  with  it,  a  peculiar  conviction,  which 
gives  directness,  energy,  and  authority,  to  teaching.  A 
minister,  who  has  been  religiously  just  to  his  own  un- 
derstanding, speaks  with  a  tone  of  reality,  of  calm  confi- 
dence, of  conscious  uprightness,  which  cannot  be  caught 
by  the  servile  repeater  of  other  men's  notions,  or  by  the 
passionate  champion  of  an  unexamined  creed.  A  look, 
an  accent,  a  word,  from  a  single-hearted  inquirer  after 
truth,  expressing  his  deliberate  convictions,  has  a  peculiar 
power  in  fortifying  the  convictions  of  others.  To  the 
love  of  truth,  then,  be  these  walls  consecrated,  and  here 
may  every  influence  be  combined  to  build  it  up  in  the 
youthful  heart. 

3.  To  train  powerful  ministers,  let  an  institution 
avail  itself  of  the  means  of  forming  a  devotional  spirit, 
and  imbuing  the  knowledge  of  the  student  with  religious 
sensibility.  Every  man  knows,  that  a  cultivated  mind, 
under  strong  and  generous  emotion,  acquires  new  com- 
mand of  its  resources,  new  energy  and  fulness  of  thought 
and  expression ;  whilst,  in  individuals  of  native  vigor  of 
intellect,  feeling  almost  supplies  the  place  of  culture,  in- 
spiring the  unlettered  teacher  with  a  fervid,  resistless  elo- 
quence, which  no  apparatus  of  books,  teachers,  criticism, 
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ancient  languages  and  general  literature,  can  imparts 
This  power  of  sensibility  to  fertilize  and  vivify  the  intel- 
lect, is  not  difficult  of  explanation.  A  strong  and  pure 
affection  concentrates  the  attention  on  its  objects,  fastens 
on  them  the  whole  soul,  and  thus  gives  vividness  of  con- 
ception. It  associates,  intimately,  all  the  ideas  which  are 
congenial  with  itself,  and  thus  causes  a  rush  of  thought 
into  the  mind  in  moments  of  excitement.  Indeed,  a 
strong  emotion  seems  to  stir  up  the  soul  from  its  founda- 
tions, and  to  attract  to  itself,  and  to  impregnate  with  its 
own  fire,  whatever  elements,  conceptions,  illustrations, 
can  be  pressed  into  its  own  service.  Hence  it  is,  that 
even  ordinary  men,  strongly  moved,  abound  in  arguments, 
analogies,  and  fervent  appeals,  which  nothing  but  sen- 
sibility  could  have  taught.  Every  minister  can  proba- 
bly recollect  periods,  when  devotional  feeling  has  seemed 
to  open  a  new  fountain  of  thought  in  the  soul.  Re- 
ligious affection  instinctively  seeks  and  seizes  the  reli- 
gious aspects  of  things.  It  discerns  the  marks  of  God, 
and  proofs  and  illustrations  of  divine  truth,  in  all  nature 
and  providence ;  and  seems  to  surround  the  mind  with 
an  atmosphere  which  spreads  its  own  warm  hues  on 
every  object  which  enters  it.  This  attraction,  or  affini- 
ty, if  I  may  so  say,  which  an  emotion  establishes  among 
the  thoughts  which  accord  with  itself,  is  one  of  the  very 
important  laws  of  the  mind,  and  is  chiefly  manifested 
in  poetry,  eloquence,  and  all  the  higher  efforts  of  intel- 
lect by  which  man  sways  his  fellow  beings.  Religious 
feeling,  then,  is  indispensable  to  a  powerful  minister. 
Without  it,  learniqg  and  fancy  may  please,  but  cannot 
move  men  profoundly  and  permanently.  It  is  this, 
which  not  only  suggests  ideas,  but  gives  felicity  and 
energy  of  expression.  It  prompts  ^  the  wof ds  that  bum ;* 
those  mysterious  combinations  of  speech,  which  send 
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the  speaker's  soul  like  lightning  through  his  hearers, 
which  breathe  new  life  into  old  and  faded  truths,  and 
cause  an  instantaneous  gush  of  thought  and  feeling  in 
susceptible^minds. 

We  dedicate  this  institution,  then,  to  religious  feeling. 
Here  let  the  heart  muse,  till  the  fire  burns.  Here  let 
prayer,  joined  with  meditation  on  nature  and  scripture, 
and  on  the  fervid  writings  of  devout  men,  awaken  the 
whole  strength  of  the  affections.  But  on  no  point  is 
caution  more  needed  than  on  this.  Let  it. never  be 
forgotten,  that  we  want  genuine  feeling ;  not  its 
tones,  looks,  and  gestures,  not  a  forced  ardor  and  facti- 
tious zeal.  Wo  to  that  institution,  where  the  young 
man  is  expected  to  repeat  the  language  of  emotion, 
whether  he  feel  it  or  not;  where  perpetual  pains  are 
taken,  to  chafe  the  mind  to  a  warmth  which  it  cannot 
sustain.  The  affections  are  delicate  and  must  not  be 
tampered  with.  They  cannot  be  compelled.  Hardly 
anything  is  more  blighting  to  genuine  sensibility,  than 
to  assume  its  tones  and  badge  where  it  does  not  exist. 
Exhort  the  student  to  cherish  devout  feeling,  by  in- 
tercourse with  God,  and  with  those  whom  God  has 
touched.  But  exhort  him  as  strenuously,  to  abstain  from 
every  sign  of  emotion  which  the  heart  does  not  prompt. 
Teach  him  that  nothing  grieves  more  the  Holy  Spirit, 
or  sooner  closes  the  mind  against  heavenly  influences, 
than  insincerity.  Teach  him  to  be  simple,  ingenuous, 
true  to  his  own  soul.  Better  be  cold,  than  affect  to  feel. 
In  truth,  nothing  is  so  cold  as  an  assumed,  noisy  enthusi- 
asm. Its  best  emblem  is  the  northern  blast  of  winter, 
which  freezes  as  it  roars.  Be  this  spot  sacred  to 
Christian  ingenuousness  and  sincerity.  Let  it  never  be 
polluted  by  pretence,  by  affected  fervor,  by  cant  and 
theatric  show. 
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4.  Another  source  of  power  in  the  ministry,  is  Faith , 
by  which  we  mean,  not  a  general  belief  in  the  truths 
of  Christianity,  but  a  confidence  in  the  great  results^ 
which  this  religion  and  the  ministry  are  intended  to  pro- 
mote. It  has  often  been  observed,  that  a  strong  faith 
tends  to  realize  its  objects ;  that  all  things  become  pos- 
sible to  him  who  thinks  them  so.  Trust  and  hope 
breathe  animation  and  force.  He,  who  despairs  of  great 
efiects,  never  accomplishes  them.  All  great  works  have 
been  the  results  of  a  strong  confidence,  inspiring  and 
sustaining  strong  exertion.  The  young  man,  who  can- 
not conceive  of  higher  efiects  of  the  ministry  than  he  now 
beholds,  who  thinks,  that  Christianity  has  spent  all  its 
energies  in  producing  the  mediocrity  of  virtue  which 
characterises  Christendom,  and  to  whom  the  human  soul 
seems  to  have  put  forth  its  whole  power  and  to  have 
reached  its  full  growth  in  religion,  has  no  call  to  the 
ministry.  Let  not  such  a  man  put  forth  his  nerveless 
hands  in  defence  of  the  christian  cause.  A  voice  of 
confidence  has  been  known  to  rally  a  retreating  army, 
and  to  lead  it  back  to  victory ;  and  this  spirit-stirring 
tone  belongs  to  the  leaders  of  the  christian  host.  The 
minister,  indeed,  ought  to  see  and  feel,  more  painfully 
than  other  men,  the  extent  and  power  of  moral  evil  in 
individuals,  in  the  church,  and  in  the  world.  Let  him 
weep  over  the  ravages  of  sin.  But  let  him  feel,  too, 
that  the  mightiest  power  of  the  universe,  is  on  the  side 
of  truth  and  virtue ;  and  with  sorrow  and  fear  let  him 
join  an  unfaltering  trust  in  the  cause  of  human  nature. 
Let  him  look  on  men,  as  on  mysterious  beings,  endued 
with  a  spiritual  life,  with  a  deep  central  principle  of 
holy  and  disinterested  love,  with  an  intellectual  and 
moral  nature  which  was  made  to  be  receptive  of  God. 
To  nourish  this  hopeful  spirit,  this  strengthening  con- 
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fidence,  it  is  important  that  the  minister  should  under- 
stand and  feel,  that  he  is  not  acting  alone  in  his  efforts 
^r  religion,  but  in  union  with  God,  and  Christ,  and 
good  beings  on  earth  and  in  heaven.  Let  him  regard 
the  spiritual  renovation  of  mankind,  as  God's  chief  pur- 
pose, for  which  nature  and  providence  are  leagued  in 
holy  cooperation.  Let  him  feel  himself  joined  in  counsel 
and  labor,  with  that  great  body  of  which  Christ  is  the 
head,  with  the  noble  brotherhood  of  apostles  and  mar- 
tyrs, of  the  just  made  perfect,  and,  I  will  add,  o^  angels; 
and  speaking  with  a  faith  becoming  this  sublime  asso- 
ciation, he  will  not  speak  in  vain.  To  this  faith,  to 
prophetic  hope,  to  a  devout  trust  in  the  glorious  issues 
of  Christianity,  we  dedicate  these  walls ;  and  may  God 
here  train  up  teachers,  worthy  to  mingle  and  bear  a  part, 
with  the  holy  of  both  worlds,  in  the  cause  of  man's  re- 
demption. 

5^  Again,  that  the  ministry  may  be  jmbued  with  new 
power,  it  needs  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  reform.  They 
who  enter  it,  should  feel  that  it  may  be  improved.  We 
live  in  a  stirring,  advancing  age  ;  and  shall  not  the  noblest 
function  on  earth  partake  of  the  general  progress? 
Why  is  the  future  ministry  to  be  a  servile  continuation 
of  the  past  ?  Have  all  the  methods  of  operating  on 
human  beings  been  tried  and  exhausted  ?  Are  there 
no  unessayed  passages  to  the  human  heart  ?  If  we 
live  in  a  iiew  era,  must  not  religion  be  exhibited  under 
new  aspects,  or  in  new  relations  ?  Is  not  skepticism 
taking  a  new  form  ?  Has  not  Christianity  new  foes  to 
contend  with  ?  And  are  there  no  new  weapons  and 
modes  of  warfare,  by  Which  its  triumphs  are  to  be  in- 
sured ?  If  human  nature  is  manifesting  itself  in  new 
lights,  and  passing  through  a  new  and  most  interesting 
stage  of  its  progress,  shall  it  still  be  described  by  the 
43 
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commonplaces,  and  appealed  to  exclusively  by  the  mo- 
tives, which  belonged  to  earlier  periods  of  society  ?  May 
not  the  mind  have  become  susceptible  of  nobler  in- 
citements, than  those  which  suited  ruder  times?  Shall 
the  minister  linger  behind  his  age,  and  be  dragged 
along,  as  he  often  has  been,  in  the  last  ranks  of  im- 
provement ?  Let  those  who  are  to  assume  the  minis- 
try be  taught,  that  they  have  somethiqg  more  to  do  than^ 
handle  old  topics  in  old  ways,  and  to  walk  in  beaten 
and  lon§^  worn  paths.  Let  them  mquure»  if  new  powers 
and  agents  may  not  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  human 
character.  Is  it  incredible,  that  the  progress  of  in- 
tellect and  knowledge  should  develope  new  resources 
for  the  teacher  of  religion,  as  well  as  for  the  statesman, 
the  artist,  the  philosopher  ?  Are  there  no  new  combi- 
nations and  new  uses  of  the  elements  of  thought,  as  well 
as  of  the  elements  of  nature  ?  Is  it  impossible  that  in 
the  vast  compass  of  scripture,  of  nature,  of  providence, 
and  of  the  soul,  there  should  be  undisclosed  or  dimly 
defined  truths,  which  may  give  a  new  impulse  to  the 
human  mind?  We  dedicate  this  place,  not  only  to 
the  continuance,  but  to  the  improvement  of  the  minis- 
try ;  and  let  this  improvement  begin,  at  once,  in  those 
particulars,  where  the  public,  if  not  the  clergy,  feel  it  to 
be  wanted.  Let  those,  who  are  to  be  educated  here, 
be  admonished  against  the  frigid  eloquence,  the  school- 
boy tone,  the  inanimate  diction,  too  common  in  the 
pulpit,  and  which  would  be  endured  nowhere  else.  Let 
them  speak  in  tones  of  truth  and  nature,  and  adopt  the 
style  and  elocution  of  men,  who  have  an  urgent  work 
in  hand,  and  who  are  thirsting  for  the  regeneration  of 
individuals  and  society. 

6.  Another  source  of  power,  too  obvious  to  iieed  eluci- 
dation, yet  too  important  to  be  omitted,  is,  an  indepen- 
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dent  spirit.  By  which  I  mean,  not  an  unfeeling  defiance 
of  the  opinions  and  usages  of  society,  but  that  moral 
courage,  which,  through  good  report  and  evil  report, 
reverently  hears,  and  fearlessly  obeys,  the  voice  of  con- 
science and  God.  He  who  would  instruct  men  must 
not  fear  them.  He  who  is  to  reform  society,  must  not 
be  anxious  to  •keep  its  level.  Dread  of  opinion  effemi- 
nates preaching,  and  takes  from  truth  its  pungency. 
The  minister  so  subdued,  may  flourish  his  weapons  in 
the  air,  to  the  admiration  of  spectators,  but  will  never 
pierce  the  conscience.  The  minister,  like  the  good 
knight,  should  be  without  fear.  Let  him  cultivate  that 
boldness  of  speech  for  which  Paul  prayed.  Let  him  not 
flatter  great  or  small.  Let  him  not  wrap  up  reproof  in 
a  decorated  verbiage.  Let  him  make  no  compromise 
with  evil  because  followed  by  a  multitude,  but,  for  this 
very  cause,  lift  up  against  it  a  more  earnest  voice.  Lei 
him  beware  of  the  shackles  which  society  insensibly 
fastens  on  the  mind  and  the  tongue.  Moral  courage  is 
not  the  virtue  of  our  times.  The  love  of  popularity  is  the 
all-tainting  vice  of  a  republic.  Besides,  the  increasing 
connexion  between  a  minister  and  the  community, 
whilst  it  liberalizes  the  mind,  and  counteracts  profes- 
sional prejudices,  has  a  tendency  to  enslave  him  to 
opinion,  to  wear  away  the  energy  of  virtuous  resolu- 
tion, and  to  change  him  from  an  intrepid  guardian  of 
virtue  and  foe  of  sin,  into  a  merely  elegant  and  amiable 
companion.  Against  this  dishonorable  cowardice,  which 
smooths  the  thoughts  and  style  of  the  teacher,  until 
they  glide  through  the  ear  and  the  mind  without  giving 
a  shock  to  the  most  delicate  nerves,  let  the  young  man 
be  guarded.  We  dedicate  this  institution  to  christian 
independence.  May  it  send  forth  brave  spirits  to  the 
vindication  of  truth  and  religion. 
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7.  I  shall  now  close,  with  naming  the  chief  source  of 
power  to  the  minister ;  one,  indeed,  which  has  been  in  a 
measure  anticipated,  and  all  along  implied,  but  which 
ought  not  to  be  dismissed  without  a  more  distinct  annun- 
ciation. I  refer  to  that  spirit,  or  frame,  or  sentiment,  in 
which  the  love  of  God,  the  love  of  men,  the  love  of  duty, 
meet  as  their  highest  result,  and  in  which  they  are  per- 
fected and  most  gloriously  displayed;  I  mean  the  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice — the  spirit  of  Martyrdom.  This  was 
the  perfection  of  Christ,  and  it  is  the  noblest  inspiration 
which  his  followers  derive  from  him. — Say  not  that  this 
is  a  height  to  which  the  generality  of  ministers  must  not 
be  expected  to  rise.  This  spirit  is  of  more  universal 
obligation  than  many  imagine.  It  enters  into  all  the  vir- 
tues which  deeply  interest  us.  In  truth,  there  is  no 
thorough  virtue  without  it.  Who  is  the  upright  man  ? 
He,  who  would  rather  die  than  defraud.  Who  the  good 
parent  ?  He,'  to  whom  his  children  are  dearer  than  life. 
Who  the  good  patriot  ?  He,  who  counts  not  life  dear  in 
his  country's  cause.  Who  the  philanthropist  ?  He,  who 
forgets  himself  in  an  absorbing  zeal  for  the  mitigation 
of  human  suffering,  for  the  freedom,  virtue,  and  illumi- 
nation of  men.  It  is  not  Christianity  alone  which  has 
taught  self-sacrifice.  Conscience  and  the  Divinity  with- 
in us  have  in  all  ages  borne  testimony  to  its  loveliness 
and  grandeur,  and  history  borrows  from  it  her  chief 
splendors.  But  Christ  on  his  cross  has  taught  it  with  a 
perfection  unknown  before,  and  his  glory  consists 
in  the  power  with  which  he  breathes  it.  Into  this 
spirit  Christ's  meanest  disciple  is  expected  to  <lrink. 
How  much  more  the  teachers  and  guides  of  his  church. 
He  who  is  not  moved  with  this  sublime  feature  of  our 
•religion,  who  cannot  rise  above  himself,  who  cannot,  by 
his  own  consciousness,  comprehend  the  kindling  energy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


609 

and  solemn  joy,  which  pain  or  peril  in  a  noble  cause  has 
often  inspired — he,  to  whom  this  language  is  a  mystery, 
wants  one  great  mark  of  his  vocation  to  the  sacred  of- 
fice. Let  him  enlist  under  any  standard  rather  than 
the  cross.  To  preach  with  power,  a  man  must  feel 
Christianity  to  be  worthy  of  the  blood  which  it  has  cost; 
and,  espousing  it  as  the  chief  hope  of  the  human  race, 
must  contemn  life's  ordinary  interests,  compared  with 
the  glory  and  happiness  of  advancing  it.  This  spirit 
of  self-exposure  and  self-surrender,  throws  into  preachers 
an  energy  which  no  other  principle  can  give.  In  truth, 
such  power  resides  in  disinterestedness,  that  no  man  can 
understand  his  full  capacity  of  thought  and  feeling,  his 
strength  to  do  and  suffer,  until  he  gives  himself,  with  a 
single  heart,  to  a  great  and  holy  cause.  New  faculties 
seem  to  be  created,  and  more  than  human  might  some- 
times imparted,  by  a  pure,  fervent  love.  Most  of  us  are 
probably  strangersto  the  resources  of  power  in  our  ovni 
breasts,  through  the  weight  and  pressure  of  the  chains 
of  selfishness.  We  consecrate  this  institution^  then,  to 
that  spirit  of  martyrdom,  of  disinterested  attachment 
to  the  christian  cause,  through  which  it  first  triumphed, 
and  for  want  of  which  its  triumphs  are  now  slow.  In  an 
age  of  luxury  and  self-indulgence,  we  would  devote  these 
walls  to  the  training  of  warm,  manly,  generous  spirits. 
May  they  never  shelter  the  self-seeking  slaves  of  ease 
and  comfort,  pupils  of  Epicurus  rather  than  of  Christ. 
God  send  from  this  place  devoted  and  efficient  friends 
of  Christianity  and  the  human  race. 

My  firiends,  I  have  insisted  on  the  need,  and  illustra- 
ted the  sources,  of  power  in  the  ministry.     To  this  end, 
may  the  institution,  in  whose  behalf  we  are  now  met 
together,  be  steadily  and  sacredly  devoted.     I  would  say 
43* 
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to  its  guardians  and  teachers,  Let  this  be  your  chief  aim. 
I  would  say  to  the  students,  Keep  this  in  sight  in  all  your 
studies.  Never  forget  your  great  vocation ,  that  you  are 
to  prepare  yourselves  for  a  strong,  deep,  and  beneficent 
agency  on  the  minds  of  your  fellow  beings.  Everywhere 
I  see  a  demand  for  the  power  on  \^hich  I  have  now  in- 
sisted. The  cry  comes  to  me  from  society  and  from  the 
church.  The  condition  of  society  needs  a  more  efficient 
admmistration  of  Christianity.  Great  and  radical  changes 
are  needed  in  the  community  to  make  it  chrisitian.  There 
are  those  indeed,  who,  mistaking  the  courtesies  and  re-^ 
finements  of  civilized  life  for  virtue,  see  no  necessity  of 
a  great  revolution  in  the  world.  But  civilisation,  in 
hiding  the  grossness,  does  not  break  the  power  of  evil 
propensities.  Let  us  not  deceive  ourselves.  Multitudes 
are  living  with  few  thoughts  of  God,  and  of  the  true 
purpose  and  glory  of  their  being.  Among  the  nominal 
believers  in  a  Deity  and  in  a  judgment  to  come,  sen- 
suality, and  ambition  and  the  love  of  the  world,  sit 
on  their  thrones,  and  laugh  to  scorn  the  impotence  of 
preaching.  Christianity  has  yet  a  hard  war  to  wage, 
,and  many  battles  to  win  ;  and  it  needs  intrepid,  powerful 
ministers,  who  will  find  courage  and  excitement,  not 
dismay,  in  the  strength  and  number  of  their  foes. 

Christians,  you  have  seen  in  this  discourse,  the  pur 
poses  and  claims  of  this  theological  institution.  Offer 
your  fervent  prayers  for  its  prosperity.  Besiege  the 
throne  of  mercy  in  its  behalf.  Cherish  it  as  the  dear 
est  hope  of  our  churches.  Enlarge  its  means  of  useful- 
ness, and  let  your  voice  penetrate  its  walls,  calling  aloud 
and  importunately  for  enlightened  and  powerful  teach- 
ers. Thus  joining  in  effort  with  the  directors  and  in- 
structers  of  this  seminary,  doubt  not  that  God  will  here 
train  up  ministers  worthy  to  bear  his  truth  to  present 
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and  future  generations.  If  on  the  contrary  you  and 
they  slumber,  you  will  have  erected  these  walls,  not  to 
nourish  energy,  but  to  be  its  tomb,  not  to  bear  witness 
to  your  zeal,  but  to  be  a  melancholy  monument  of 
fainting  effort  and  betrayed  truth. 

But  let  me  not  cast  a  cloud  over  the  prospects  of  this 
day.  In  hope  I  began — with  hope  I  will  end.  This 
institution  has  noble  distinctions,  and  has  afforded  anima- 
ting pledges.  It  is  eminently  a  free  institution,  an  asy- 
lum from  the  spiritual  despotism,  which,  in  one  shape  or 
another,  overspreads  the  greatest  part  of  Christendom. 
It  has  already  given  to  the  churches  a  body  of  teachers, 
who,  in  theological  acquisitions  and  ministerisd  gifts, 
need  not  shrink  from  comparison  with  their  predecessors 
or  cotemporaries.  I  see  in.it  means  and  provisions,  no- 
where surpassed,  for  training  up  enlightened,  free,  mag- 
nanimous, self-sacrificing  friends  of  truth.  In  this  hope, 
let  us  then  proceed  to  the  work,  which  has  brought  us  to- 
gether. With  trust  in  God,  with  love  to  mankind,  with 
unaffected  .attachment  to  christian  truth,  with  earnest 
wishes  for  its  propagation  through  all  lands  and  its 
transmission  to  remotest  ages,  let  us  now,  with  one 
heart  and  one  voice,  dedicate  this  edifice  to  the  One 
living  and  true  God,  to  Christ  and  his  Church,  to  the 
instruction  and  regeneration  of  the  human  soul. 
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MISCELLAMES. 

■     I    ■ 

¥ 

DAILY  PRAYER. 

The  scriptures  of  the  old  and  new  Testaments  agree 
in  enjoining  prayer.  Let  no  man  call  himself  a  Chris- 
tian, who  lives  without  giving  a  part  of  life  to  this  duty. 
We  are  not  taught  how  often  we  must  pray  ;  but  our 
Lord  in  teaching  us  to  say,  *  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread,'  implies  that  we  should  pray  daily.  He  has  even 
said  to  us,  '  pray  always ;'  an  injunction  to  be  explained 
indeed  with  that  latitude  which  many  of  his  precepts 
require,  but  which  is  not  to  be  satisfied,  we  think,  with- 
out regular  and  habitual  devotion.  As  to  the  particular 
hours  to  be  given  to  this  duty,  every  Christian  may 
choose  them  for  himself.  Our  religion  is  too  liberal  and 
spiritual  to  bind  us  to  any  place  or  any  hour  of  prayer. 
JBut  there  are  parts  of  the  day  particularly  favorable  to 
this  doty,  and  which,  if  possible,  should  be  redeemed  for 
it.     On  these  we  shall  offer  a  few  rejections. 

The  first  of  these  periods  is  the  morning,  which  even 
nature  seems  to  have  pointed  out  to  men  of  different 
religions,  as  a  fit  time  for  offerings  to  the  Divinity.     In 
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the  morning  our  minds  are  not  so  much  shaken  by  worldij 
cares  and  pleasures,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  day.  Re- 
tirement and  sleep  have  helped  to  allay  the  violence  of 
our  feelings,  to  calm  the  feverish  excitement  so  often 
produced  by  intercourse  with  men.  The  hour  is  a  still 
one.  The  hurry  and  tumults  of  life  are  not  begun,  and 
we  naturally  share  in  the  tranquillity  around  us.  Hav- 
ing for  so  many  hours  lost  our  hold  on  the  world,  we 
can  Jbanish  it  more  easily  from  the  mind,  and  worship 
with  less  divided  attention.  This  then  is  a  favorable 
time  for  approaching  the  invisible  Author  of  our  being, 
for  strengthening  the  intimacy  of  our  minds  with  him, 
for  thinking  upon  a  future  life,  and  for  seeking  those 
.  spiritual  aids  which  we  need  in  the  labors  and  tempta- 
tions of  every  <lay. 

In  the  morning  there  is  much  to  feed  the  spirit  of 
devotion.  It  offers  an  abundance  of  thoughts,  friendly 
to  pious  feeling.  When  we  look  on  creation,  what  a 
happy  and  touching  change  do  we  witness.  A  few 
hours  past,  the  earth  was  wrapped  in  gloom  and  silence. 
There  seemed  'a  pause  iti  nature.'  But  now,  a  new 
flood  of  light  has  broken  forth,  and  creation  rises  before 
us  in  fresher  and  brighter  hues,  and  seems  to  rejoice  as 
if  it  had  just  received  birth  from  its  Author.  The  sun 
never  sheds  more  cheerful  beams,  and  never  proclaims 
more  loudly  God's  glory  and  goodness,  than  when  he 
returns  after  the  coldness  and  dampness  of  night,  and 
atwakens  man  and  inferior  animals  to  the  various  pur- 
poses of  their  being.  A  spirit  of  joy  seems  breathed  over 
the  earth  and  through  the  sky.  It  requires  little  effort 
of  imagination  to  read  delight  in  the  kindled  clouds,  or 
in  the  fields  bright  with  dew.  This  is  the  time,  when 
we  can  best  feel  and  bless  the  Power  which  said,  *  let 
there  be  light ;'  which  ^  set  a  tabernacle  for  the  sun  in 
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the  heavens,'  and  made  him  the  dispenser  of  fruitfulnes» 
and  enjoyment  through  all  regions. 

If  we  next  look  at  ourselves,  what  materials  does  the 
morning  furnish  for  devout  thought.  At  the  close  of 
the  past  day,  we  were  exhausted  by  our  labors,  and 
unable  to  move  without  wearisome  effort.  Our  minds 
were  sluggish,  and  could  not  be  held  to  the  most  inter- 
esting objects.  From  this  state  of  exhaustion,  we  sunk 
gradually  into  entire  insensibility.  Our  limbs  became 
motionless ;  our  senses  were  shut  as  in  death.  Oar 
thoughts  were  suspended,  or  only  wandered  confusedly 
and  without  aim.  Our  friends,  and  the  universe,  and 
God  himself  were  forgotten.  And  what  a  change  does 
the  morning  bring  with  it !  On  waking  we  find,  that 
sleep,  the  image  of  death,  has  silently  infused  into  us  a 
new  life.  The  weary  limbs  are  braced  again.  The 
dim  eye  has  become  bright  and  piercing.  The  mind  is 
returned  from  the  region  of  forgetfulness  to  its  old  pos- 
sessions. Friends  are  met  again  with  a  new  interest. 
We  are  again  capable  of  devout  sentiment,  virtuous 
effort,  and  christian  hope.  With  what  subjects  of 
gratitude  then  does  the  morning  furnish  us  ?  We  can 
hardly  recall  the  state  of  insensibility  from  which  we  have 
just  emerged,  without  a  consciousness  of  our  depen- 
dence, or  think  of  the  renovation  of  our  powers  and 
intellectual  being,  without  feeling  our  obligation  to  God. 
There  is  something  vfery  touching  in  the  consideration, 
if  we  will  fix  our  minds  upon  it,  that  God  thought  of  us 
when  we  could  not  think ;  that  he  watched  over  us,  when 
we  had  no  power  to  avert  peril  from  ourselves ;  that  he 
continued  our  vital  motions,  and  in  due  time  broke  the 
chains  of  sleep,  and  set  our  imprisoned  faculties  free. 
How  fit  is  it  at  this  hour  to  raise  to  God  the  eyes  which 
he  has  opened,  and  the  arm  which  he  has  strengthened; 
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to  acknowledge  bis  provideuce ;  and  to  consecrate  to 
faim  the  powers  which  he  has  renewed  ?  How  fit  that 
he  should  be  the  first  object  of  the  thoughts  and  afiec- 
tioas  which  he  has  restored  !  How  fit  to  employ  in  his 
praise  the  tongue  which  he  has  Iciosed,  and  the  breath 
which  he  has  spared  ! 

But  the  mornmg  is  a  fit  time  for  devotioUi  not  only 
from  its  relation  to  the  past  night,  but  considered  as  the 
introduction  of  a  new  day.  To  a  thinking  mind,  how 
natural  at  this  hour  are  such  reflections  as  the  following: 
— I  am  now  to  enter  on  a  new  period  of  my  life,  to  start 
afresh  in  my  course.  I  am  to  return  to  that  world, 
where  I  have  often  gone  astray ;  to  receive  impres- 
sions which  may  never  be  effaced  ;  to  perform  actions 
which  will  never  be  forgotten ;  to  strengthen  a  charac- 
ter, which  will  fit  me  for  heaven  or  hell.  I  am  this  day 
to  meet  temptations  which  have  often  subdued  me ;  I 
am  to  be  entrusted  again  with  opportunities  of  useful- 
ness, which  I  have  often  neglected.  I  am  to  influ- 
ence the  minds  of  others,  to  help  in  moulding  their 
characters,  and  in  deciding  the  happiness  of  their  present 
and  future  life.  How  uncertam  is  this  day!  What 
unseen  dangers  are  before  me !  What  unexpected 
changes  may  await  me !  It  may  be  my  last  day  !  It 
will  certainly  bring  me  nearer  to  death  and  judgment ! 
— ^Now,  when  entering  on  a  period  of  life  so  important 
yet  so  uncertain,  how  fit  and  natural  is  it,  before  we 
take  the  first  step,  to  seek  the  favor  of  that  Being  on 
whom  the  lot  of  every  day  depends,  to  commit  all  our 
interests  to  his  almighty  and  wise  providence,  to  seek 
his  blessing  on  our  labors  and  his  succor  in  temptation, 
and  to  consecrate  to  his  service  the  day  which  he  raises 
upon  us.  This  morning  devotion,  not  only  agrees  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  heart,  but  tends  to  make  the  day 
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happy,  useful,  and  virtuous.  Having  cast  ourselves  on 
the  mercy  and  protection  of  the  Almighty,  we  shall  go 
forth  with  new  confidence  to  the  labors  and  duties 
which  he  imposes.  Our  early  prayer  will  help  to  shed 
an  odor  of  piety  through  the  whole  life.  God,  having 
first  occupied,  will  more  easily  recur  to  our  mind.  Our 
first  step  will  be  in  the  right  path,  and  we  may  hope  a 
happy  issue. 

So  fit  and  useful  is  morning  devotion,  it  ought  not  to 
be  omitted  without  necessity.  If  our  circumstances  will 
allow  the  privilege,  it  is  a  bad  sign,  when  no  part  of  the 
morning  is  spent  in  prayer.  If  God  find  no  place  in  our 
minds  at  that  early  and  peaceful  hour,  he  will  hardly 
recur  to  us  in  the  tumults  of  life.  If  the  benefits  of  the 
morning  do  not  soften  us,  we  can  hardly  expect  the 
heart  to  melt  with  gratitude  through  the  day.  If  the 
^orld  then  rush  in,  and  take  possession  of  us,  when  we 
are  at  some  distance  and  have  had  a  respite  from  its 
cares,  how  can  we  hope  to  shake  it  off,  when  we  shall 
be  in  the  midst  of  it,  pressed  and  agitated  by  it  on  every 
side.  Let  a  part  of  the  morning,  if  possible,  be  set 
apart  to  devotion ;  and  to  this  end  we  should  fix  the 
hour  of  rising,  so  that  w'e  may  have  an  early  hour  at 
our  own  disposal.  Our  piety  is  suspicious,  if  we  can 
renounce,  as  too  many  do,  the  pleasures  and  benefits  of 
early  prayer,  rather  than  forego  the  senseless  indulgence 
of  unnecessary  sleep.  What !  we  can  rise  early  enough 
for  business.  We  can  even  anticipate  the  dawn,  if  a 
favorite  pleasure  or  an  uncommon  gain  requires  the  ef- 
fort. But  we  cannot  rise,  that  we  may  bless  our  great 
Benefactor,  that  we  may  arm  ourselves  for  the  severe 
conflicts  to  which  our  principles  are  to  be  exposed. 
We  are  willing  to  rush  into  the  world,  without  thanks 
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offered,  or  a  blessing  sought.  From  a  day  thus  begun, 
what  ought  we  to  expect  but  thoughtlessness  and  guilt. 

Let  us  now  consider  another  part  of  the  day  which  is 
favorable  to  the  duty  of  prayer ;  we  mean  the  evening. 
This  season,  like  the  morning,  is  calm  and  quiet.  Our 
labors  are  ended.  The  bustle  of  life  has  gone  by.  The 
distracting  glare  of  the  day  has  vanished.  The  darkness 
which  surrounds  us  favors  seriousness,  composure,  and 
solemnity.  At  night  the  earth  fades  from  our  sight,  and 
nothing  of  creation  is  left  us  but  the  starry  heavens,  so 
vast,  so  magnificent,  so  serene,  as  if  to  guide  up  our 
thoughts  above  all  earthly  things  to  God  and  immor- 
tality.* 

This  period  should  in  part  be  given  to  prayer,  as  it 
furnishes  a  variety  of  devotional  topics  and  excitements. 
The  evening  is  the  close  of  an  important  division  of 
time,  and  is  therefore  a  fit  and  natural  season  for  stop- 
ping and  looking  back  on  the  day.  And  can  we  ever 
look  back  on  a  day,  which  bears  no  witness  to  God,  and 
lays  no  claim  to  our  gratitude  ?  Who  is  it  that  strength- 
ens us  for  daily  labor,  gives  us  daily  bread,  continues 
our  friends  and  common  pleasures,  and  grants  us  the 
privilege  of  retiring  after  the  cares  of  the  day  to  a  quiet 
and  beloved  home  ?  The  review  of  the  day  will  often 
suggest  not  only  these  ordinary  benefits,  but  peculiar 
proofs  of  God's  goodness,  unlooked  for  successes,  singu- 
lar concurrences  of  favorable  events,  signal  blessings 
sent  to  our  friends,  or  new  and  powerful  aids  to  our  own 
virtue,  which  call  for  peculiar  thankfulness.  And  shal) 
all  these  i)enefits  pass  away  unnoticed  ?  Shall  we  retire 
to  repose  as  insensible  as  the  wearied  brute  ?  How  fit 
and  natural  is  it,  to  close  with  pious  acknowledgement, 
the  day  which  has  been  filled  with  divine  beneficence ! 
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But  the  eveniag  is  the  time  to  review,  not  only  our 
blessings,  but  our  actions.  A  reflecting  mind  will  natu- 
rally remember  at  this  hour  that  another  day  is  gone, 
and  gone  to  testify  of  us  to  our  judge.  How  natural 
and  useful  to  inquire,  what  report  it  has  carried  to 
heaven.  Perhaps  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  looking 
back  on  a  day,  which  in  its  general  tenor  has  been  in- 
nocent and  pure,  which,  having  begun  with  God's 
praise,  has  been  spent  as  in  his  presence ;  which  has 
proved  the  reality  of  our  principles  in  temptation ;  and 
shall  such  a  day  end  without  gratefully  acknowledging 
Him,  in  whose  strength  we  have  been  strong,  and  lo 
whom  we  owe  the  powers  and  opportunities  of  christian 
improvement  ?  But  no  day  will  present  to  us  recollec- 
tions of  purity  unmixed  with  sin.  Conscience,  if  suffer- 
ed to  inspect  faithfully  and  speak  plainly,  will  recount 
irregular  desiies,  and  defective  motives,  talents  wasted 
and  time  misspent ;  and  shall  we  let  the  day  pass  from 
us  without  penitently  confessing  our  offences  to  Him, 
who  has  witnessed,  them,  and  who  has  promised  pardon 
to  true  repentance?  Shall  we  retire  to  rest  with  a 
burden  of  unlamented  and  unforgiven  guilt  upon  our 
consciences?  Shall  we  leave  these  stains  to  spread 
over  and  sink  into  the  soul  ?  A  religious  recollection 
of  our  lives  is  one  of  the  chief  instruments  of  piety.  If 
possible,  no  day  should  end  without  it.  If  we  take  no 
account  of  our  sins  on  the  day  on  which  they  are  com^ 
mitted,  can  we  hope  that  they  will  recur  to  us  at  a  more 
distant  period,  that  we  shall  watch  against  them  to- 
morrow, or  that  we  shall  gain  the  strength  to  resist 
them,  which  we  will  not  implore  ? 

One  observation  more,  and  we  have  done.  The 
evening  is  a  fit  time  for  prayer,  not  only  as  it  ends  the 
day,  but  as  it  immediately  precedes  the  period  of  repose. 
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The  hours  of  activity  having  passed,  we  are  soon  to  sink 
into  insensibility  and  sleep.  How  fit  that  we  resign 
ourselves  to  the  care  of  that  Being  who  never  sleeps, 
to  whom  the  darkness  is  as  the  light,  and  whose  provi- 
dence is  our  only  safety !  How  fit  to  entreat  hira,  that 
he  would  keep  us  to  another  day  ;  or,  if  our  bed  should 
prove  our  grave,  that  he  would  give  us  a  part  in  the 
resurrection  of  the  just,  and  awake  us  to  a  purer  aiid 
immortal  life.  The  most  important  periods  of  prayer 
have  now  been  pointed  out.  Let  our  prayers,  like  the 
ancient  sacrifices,  ascend  morning  and  evening.  Let 
our  days  begin  and  end  with  God. 
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O 

MEANS  OF  PROMOTING   CHRISTIANITY. 

We  live  at  a  time,  when  the  obligation  of  extending 
Christianity  is  more  felt  than  in  many  past  ages.  There 
is  much  stir,  motion,  and  zeal  around  us  in  this  good 
cause.  Even  those,  who  seem  not  to  be  burdened  by 
an  excess  of  piety  themselves,  are  in  earnest  to  give  it 
to  others.  The  activity  of  multitudes  is  taking  strong- 
ly this  direction ;  and  as  men  are  naturally  restless,  and 
want  room  for  action,  and  will  do  mischief  rather  than 
do  nothing,  a  philanthropist  will  rejoice  that  this  new 
channel  is  opened  for  carrying  off  the  superabundant  en- 
ergies of  multitudes,  exen  if  no  other  good  should  result 
from  it. 

We  hope  however  much  other  good.  We  trust,  that, 
whilst  many  inferior  motives  and  many  &natical  impulses 
are  giving  birth  and  action  to  large  associations  in  Chris- 
tendom ;  whilst  the  love  of  sway  in  some,  and  the  love  of 
congregating  in  others,  and  the  passion  for  doing  some- 
thing great  and  at  a  distance  in  all,  are  rearing  mighty 
institutions  among  us^-T-still  many  sincere  Christians 
are  governed  in  these  concerns  by  a  supreme  desire  of 
spreading  Christiamty.  They  have  fouiul  the  gospel  an 
infinite  good,  and  would  communicate  it  to  their  fellow 
beings.  They  have  drunk  from  the  fountain  of  life, 
and  would  send  forth  the  stream  to  gladden  every  wil- 
derness and  solitary  place,  and  to  assuage  the  thirst  of 
^¥ery  anxious  and  afflicted  mind.  They  turn  with  con- 
•tinual  pleasure  to  the  prophetic  passages  of  scripture, 
fmd,  interpreting  them  by  their  wishes,  hope  a  speedy 
^[^ba»ge  in  the  moral  state  of  the  world,  and  are  impa- 
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tient  to  bear  a  part  in  this  stupendous  renovation.  That 
they  are  doing  good  we  doubt  not,  though  perhaps  not 
in  the  way  which  they  imagine  or  would  prefer.  The 
immediate  and  general  success  of  their  attempts  would 
perhaps  be  ultimately  injurious  to  Christianity.  They 
are  sending  out,  together  with  God^s  word,  corrupt  in- 
terpretations of  some  parts  of  it,  which  considerably 
neutralize  its  saving  power,  and  occasionally  make  it  a 
positive  injury.  They  are  perhaps  to  do  good,  not  by 
success,  so  much  as  by  failure.  Almost  all  great  en- 
terprises are  accomplished  gradually,  and  by  methods 
which  have  been  learned  from  many  unsuccessful  trials, 
from  a  slow  accumulation  of  experience.  The  first  la- 
borers often  do  little  more  than  teach  those  who  come 
after  them  what  to  avoid,  and  how  to  labor  more  efiect- 
ually  than  themselves.  But  be  the  issue  what  it  may, 
sincere  Christians,  who  embark  in  this  good  work,  not 
from  party  spirit  and  self-conceit,  as  if*  they  and  their 
sect  were  depositaries  of  all  truth  and  virtue,  but  from 
unaffected  philanthropy  and  attachment  to  Jesus  Christ, 
will  have  their  reward.  Even  a  degree  of  extravagance 
in  such  a  cause  may  be  forgiven.  Men  are  willing,  that 
the  imagination  should  be  kindled  on  other  subjects; 
that  the  judgment  should  sometimes  slumber,  and  leave 
the  affections  to  feed  on  hopes  brighter  than  reality  ; 
that  patriotism,  and  philanthropy,  and  the  domestic  af- 
fections should  sometimes  break  out  in  chivalrous  enter- 
prises, and  should  seek  their  ends  by  means  on  which 
the  reason  may  look  coldly.  Why  then  shall  we  frown 
on  every  deviation  from  the  strictest  judiciousness  in  a 
concern,  which  appeals  so  strongly  to  the  heart  as  the 
extension  of  Christianity  ?  Men  may  be  too  rational  as 
well  as  too  fervent ;  and  the  man,  whose  pious  wish  of 
the  speedy  conversion  of  the  world  rises  into  a  strong 
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anticipation  of  the  event,  and  who,  taking  bis  measure 
of  duty  from  the  primitive  disciples,  covets  sacrifices  in 
so  good  a  cause,  is  an  incomparably  nobler  spirit  than 
he,  who,  believing  that  the  moral  condition  of  the  world 
is  as  invariable  as  the  laws  of  material  nature,  and 
seeking  pretexts  for  sloth  in  a  heart-chilling  philosophy, 
has  no  concern  for  the  multitudes  who  are  sitting  in 
darkness,  and  does  nothing  to  spread  the  religion  which 
he  believes  to  have  come  from  Heaven. 

There  is  one  danger,  however,  at  a  period  like  the 
present,  when  we  are  aiming  to  send  Christianity  to  a 
distance,  which  demands  attention.  It  is  the  danger 
of  neglecting  the  best  methods  of  propagating  Christiani- 
ty, of  overlooking  much  plainer  obligations  than  that  of 
converting  Heathens,  of  forgetting  the  claims  of  our 
religion  at  home  and  by  our  firesides.  It  happens,  that 
on  this,  as  on  almost  every  subject,  our  most  important 
duties  are  quiet,  retired,  noiseless,  attracting  little  notice, 
and  administering  little  powerful  excitement  to  the  im- 
agination. The  surest  efforts  for  extending  Christianity 
are  those  which  few  observe,  which  are  recorded  in  no 
magazine,  blazoned  at  no  anniversaries,  immortalized 
by  no  eloquence.  Such  eflbrts,  being  enjoined  only  by 
conscience  and  God,  and  requiring  steady,  patient,  un- 
wearied toil,  we  are  apt  to  overlook,  and  perhaps  never 
more  so  than  when  the  times  furnish  a  popular  substi- 
tute for  them,  and  when  we  can  discharge  our  consci- 
ences by  labors,  which,  demanding  little  self-denial,  are 
yet  talked  of  as  the  highest  exploits  of  christian  charity. 
Hence  it  is,  that  when  most  is  said  of  labors  to  propa- 
gate Christianity,  the  least  may  be  really  and  eflectually 
done.  We  hear  a  torrent  roaring,  and  imagine  that 
the  fields  are  plentifully  watered,  when  the  torrent 
owes  its  violence  to  a  ruinous  concentration  of  streams. 
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which  before  moved  quietly  in  a  thousand  little  chan* 
nels,  moistening  the  hidden  roots,  and  publi^ing  their 
course,  not  to  the  ear,  but  to  the  eye,  by  the  refreshing 
verdure  which  grew  up  around  them.  It  is  prq^er  theii^ 
whe(i  new  methods  are  struck  out  for  sending  Christi;- 
anity  abroad,  to  remind  men  often  of  the  old-fashioned 
methods  of  promoting  it,  to  insist  on  the  superiority  of 
the  means,  which  are  in  almost  every  man's  reach, 
which  require  no  extensive  associations,  and  whiek  do 
not  sul^ect  us  to  the  temptations  of  exaggerated  praise. 
We  do  not  mean  that  any  exertion,  which  promises  to 
extend  our  religion  in  any  tolerable  state  of  purity,  b  to 
be  declined.  But  the  first  rank  is  to  be  given  to  the 
efforts  which  God  has  made  the  plain  duties  of  men  in 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  life.  Two  of  these  methods 
will  be  briefly  mentioned- 

FiKst,  every  individual  should  feel,  that  whilst  his 
influence  over  other  men's  hearts  and  character,  is  very 
bounded,  his  power  over  his  own  heart  is  great  and  con- 
stant, and  that  his  zeal  for  extending  Christianity  is  to 
appear  chiefly  in  extending  it  through  his  own  mind  and 
life.  Let  him  remember  that  he  as  truly  enlarges  God's 
kingdom  by  invigorating  his. own  moral  and  reUgious 
principles,  as  by  communicating  them  to  others.  Our 
first  concern  is  at  home,  our  chief  work  is  in  our  own 
breasts.  It  is  idle  to  talk  of  our  anxiety  for  other  men's 
souls,  if  we  neglect  our  own.  Without  personal  virtue 
and  religion,  we  cannot,  even  if  we  would,  do  much  for 
the  cause  of  Christ.  It  is  only  by  purifying  our  own 
conceptions  of  God  and  duty,  that  we  can  give  clear  and 
useful  views  to  others.  We  must  first  feel  the  power 
of  religion,  or  we  cannot  recommend  it  with  an  unaf- 
fected and  prevalent  zeal.  Would  we  then  promote 
pure  Christianity  ?     Let  us  see  that  it  be  planted  and 
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take  root  in  our  own  minds,  and  that  no  busy  concern  for 
others  take  us  from  the  labor  of  self-inspection,  and  the 
retired  and  silent  offices  of  piety. 

The  second  method  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
first.  It  is  example.  This  is  a  means  within  the  reach 
of  all.  Be  our  station  in  life  what  it  may,  it  has  duties, 
in  performing  which  faithfully,  we  give  important  aid  to 
the  cause  of  morality  and  piety.  The  efficacy  of  this 
means  of  advancing  Christianity  cannot  be  easily  calcu- 
lated. Example  has  an  insinuating  power,  transform- 
ing the  observer  without  noise,  attracting  him  without 
the  appearance  of  effort.  A  truly  christian  life  is  better 
than  large  contributions  of  wealth  for  the  propagation  of 
Christianity.  The  most  prominent  instruction  of  Jesus 
on  this  point,  is,  that  we  must  let  men  ^  see  our  good 
works,'  if  we  would  lead  them  to  *  glorify  our  Father  in 
heaven.'  Let  men  see  in  us,  that  religion  is  something 
real,  something  more  than  high  sounding  and  empty 
words,  a  restraint  from  sin,  a  bulwark  against  tempta- 
tion, a  spring  of  upright  and  useful  action ;  let  them  see 
it,  not  an  idle  form,  nor  a  transient  feeling,  but  our 
companion  through  life,  infusing  its  purity  into  our  com- 
mon pursuits,  following  us  to  our  homes,  setting  a  guard 
round  our  integrity  in  the  resorts  of  business,  sweeten- 
ing our  tempers  in  seasons  of  provocation,  disposmg  iss 
habitually  to  sympathy  with  others,  to  patience  anid 
cheerfulness  unfler  our  own  afflictions,  to  candid  judg- 
ment, and  to  sacrifices  for  others  good  ;  and  we  may  hope 
that  our  light  will  not  shine  uselessly,  that  some  slunih 
bering  conscience  will  be  roused  by  this  testimony  lo 
the  excellence  and  practicableness  of  religion,  that  some 
worldly  professor  of  Christianity  will  learn  bis  obligations 
and  blush  for  his  criminal  inconsistency,  and  that  some, 
in  whom  the  common  arguments  for  our  religion  may 
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have  failed  to  work  a  full  belief,  will  be  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth,  by  this  plain  practical  proof  of 
the  heavenly  nature  of  Christianity.  Every  man  is  sur- 
rounded with  beings,  who  are  moulded  more  or  less  by 
the  principles  of  sympathy  and  imitation ;  and  this  social 
part  of  our  nature  he  is  bound  to  press  into  the  service 
of  Christianity. 

It  will  not  be  supposed  from  these  remarks  on  the 
duty  of  aiding  Christianity  by  our  example,  that  religion 
is  to  be  worn  ostentatiously,  and  that  the  Christian  is 
studiously  to  exhibit  himself  and  his  good  works  for 
imitation.  That  same  book  which  enjoins  us  to  be  pat- 
terns, tells  us  to  avoid  parade,  and  even  to  prefer  entire 
secrecy  in  our  charities  and  our  prayers.  Nothing  de- 
stroys the  weight  of  example  so  much  as  labor  to  make 
it  striking  and  observed.  Goodness,  to  be  mteresting, 
must  be  humble,  modest,  unassuming,  not  fond  of  show, 
not  waiting  for  great  and  conspicuous  occasions,  but  dis- 
closing itself  without  labor  and  without  design,  in  pious 
and  benevolent  offices,  so  simple,  so  minute,  so  steady,  so 
habitual,  that  they  will  carry  a  conviction  of  the  single- 
ness and  purity  of  the  heart  from  which  they  proceed. 
Such  goodness  is  never  lost.  It  glorifies  itself  by  the 
very  humility  which  encircles  it,  just  as  the  lights  of 
heaven  often  break  with  peculiar  splendor  through  the 
cloud  which  threatened  to  obscure  them. 

A  pure  example,  which  is  found  to  be  more  consb- 
tent  in  proportion  as  it  is  more  known,  is  the  best 
method  of  preaching  and  extending  Christianity.  With- 
out it,  zeal  for  converting  men  brings  reproach  on  the 
cause.  A  bad  man,  or  a  man  of  only  ordinary  goodness, 
who  puts  himself  forward  in  this  work,  throws  a  suspi- 
ciousness over  the  efforts  of  better  men,  and  thus  the 
world  come  to  set  down  all  labor  for  spreading  Christi 
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anitj  as  mere  pretence.  Let  not  him  who  will  not  sub- 
mit to  the  toil  of  making  himself  better,  become  a  re- 
former at  home  or  abroad.  Let  not  him  who  is  known 
to  be  mean,  or  dishonest,  or  intriguing,  or  censorious,  or 
unkind  in  his  neighbourhood,  talk  of  his  concern  for 
other  men's  souls.  His  life  is  an  injury  to  religion, 
which  his  contributions  of  zeal,  or  even  of  wealth,  cannot 
repair,  and  its  injuriousness  is  aggravated  by  these  very 
attempts  to  expiate  its  guilt,  to  reconcile  him  to  himself. 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  greatest  obstruction  to 
Christianity  in  heathen  countries,  is  the  palpable  and 
undeniable  depravity  of  christian  nations.  They  abhor 
our  religion,  because  we  are  such  unhappy  specimens 
of  it.  They  are  unable  to  read  our  books,  but  they  can 
read  our  lives ;  and  what  wonder,  if  they  reject  with 
scorn  a  system  under  which  thie  vices  seem  to  have 
flourished  so  luxuriantly.  The  Indian  of  both  hemis- 
pheres has  reason  to  set  down  the  Christian  as  little  bet- 
ter than  himself.  He  associates  with  the  name,  perfidy, 
fraud,  rapacity,  and  slaughter.  Can  we  wonder  that  he 
is  unwilling  to  receive  a  religion  from  the  hand  which 
has  chained  or  robbed  him  ?  Thus  bad  example  is  the 
great  obstruction  to  Christianity,  abroad  as  well  as  at 
home ;  and  perhaps  little  good  is  to  be  done  abroad,  un- 
til we  become  better  at  home,  until  real  Christians  un- 
derstand and  practise  their  religion  more  thoroughly,  and 
by  their  example  and  influence  spread  it  among  their 
neighbours  and  through  their  country,  so  that  the  aspect 
of  christian  nations  shall  be  less  shocking  and  repulsive  to 
the  Jew,  Mahometan,  and  Pagan.  Our  first  labor  should 
be  upon  ourselves ;  and  indeed  if  our  religion  be  incapa- 
ble of  bearing  more  fruit  among  ourselves,  it  hardly  seems 
to  deserve  a  very  burning  zeal  for  its  propagation.  The 
question  is  an  important  one;  Would  much  be  gained  to 
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heathen  countries,  were  we  to  make  them  precisely  what 
nations  called  christian  now  are?  That  the  change 
would  be  beneficial,  we  grant ;  but  how  many  dark  stains 
would  remain  on  their  characters.  They  would  c<mtinae 
to  fight  and  shed  blood  as  they  now  do,  to  resent  injuries 
hotly,  to  worship  present  gain  and  distinction,  and  to 
pursue  the  common  business  of  life  on  the  principles  of 
undisguised  selfishness;  and  they  would  learn  one  leasaa 
of  iniquity  which  they  have  not  yet  acquired,  and  that 
is,  to  condemn  and  revile  their  brethren,  who  should 
happen  to  view  the  most  perplexed  points  of  theology 
differently  from  themselves.  The  truth  is,  christian 
nations  want  a  genuine  reformation,  one  worthy  of  the 
name.  They  need  to  have  their  zeal  directed,  not  so 
much  to  the  spreading  of  the  gospel  abroad,  as  to  the 
application  of  its  plain  precepts  to  their  daily  business, 
to  the  education  of  their  children,  to  the  treatment  of 
their  domestics  and  dependants,  and  to  their  social  and 
religious  intercourse.  They  need  to  understand,  that  a 
man's  piety  is  to  be  estimated,  not  so  much  by  his  pro- 
fessions or  direct  religious  exercises,  as  by  a  conscien- 
tious surrender  of  his  will,  passions,  worldly  interests, 
and  prejudices,  to  the  acknowledged  duties  of  Christiani- 
ty, and  especially  by  a  philanthropy  resembling  ia  its 
great  features  of  mildness,  activity,  and  endurance,  that 
of  Jesus  Christ.  They  need  to  give  up  their  severe  in- 
quisition into  their  neighbours'  opinioos,  and  to  begin 
in  earnest  to  seek  for  themselves,  and  to  coiMaunicate 
to  others  a  nobler  standard  of  temper  and  practice,  than 
they  have  yet  derived  from  the  scriptures.  In  a  word, 
they  need  to  learn  the  real  value  and  design  of  Christi- 
anity by  the  only  thorough  and  effeettud  process ;  that 
is,  by  drinking  deeply  into  its  spirit  of  love  to  God  and 
man.     If,  in  this  age  of  societies,  we  should  think  it 
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wise  to  recommend  another  institution  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  Christianity,  it  would  be  one,  the  members  of 
which  should  be  pledged  to  assist  and  animate  one 
another  in  living  according  to  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
How  far  such  a  measure  would  be  effectual,  we  ven- 
ture not  to  predict ;  but  of  one  thing  we  are  sure,  that 
should  it  prosper,  it  would  do  more  for  spreading  the 
gospel,  than  all  other  associations  which  are  now  receiv- 
ing the  patronage  of  the  christian  world. 


0 

IMPORTANCE  OF  RELIGION  TO  SOCIETY. 

Few  men  suspect,  perhaps  no  man  comprehends,  the 
extent  of  the  support  given  by  religion  to  the  virtues  of 
ordinary  life.  No  man  perhaps  is  aware,  how  much  our 
moral  and  social  sentiments  are  fed  from  this  fountain ; 
how  powerless  conscience  would  become  without  the 
belief  of  a  God ;  how  palsied  would  be  human  benevo- 
lence, were  there  not  the  sense  of  a  higher  benevolence 
to  quicken  and  sustain  it ;  how-  suddenly  the  whole 
social  fabric  would  quake,  and  with  what  a  fearful  crash 
it  would  sink  into  hopeless  ruins,  were  the  ideas  of  a 
Supreme  Being,  of  accountableness,  and  of  a  future  life, 
to  be  utterly  erased  from  every  mind.  Once  let  men 
thoroughly  believe  that  they  are  the  work  and  sport  of 
chance ;  that  no  superior  intelligence  concerns  itself  with 
human  affairs ;  that  all  their  improvements  perish  for- 
ever at  death  ;  that  the  weak  have  no  guardian,  and  the 
injured  no  avenger ;  that  there  is  no  recompense  for  sa- 
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crifices  to  uprightness  and  the  public  good ;  that  an  oath 
is  unheard  in  heaven  ;  that  secret  crimes  have  cio  wit- 
ness but  the  perpetrator ;  that  human  existence  has  no 
purpose,  and  human  virtue  no  unfailing  friend  ;  that  this 
brief  life  is  everything  to  us,  and  death  is  total,  ever- 
lasting extinction;  once  let  men  thoroughly  abandon 
religion,  and  who  can  conceive  or  describe  the  extent 
of  the  desolation  which  would  follow  ?  We  hope  per- 
haps that  human  laws  and  natural  sympathy  would  hold 
society  together.  As  reasonably  might  we  believe,  that 
were  the  sun  quepched  in  the  heavens,  our  torches 
could  illuminate,  and  our  fires  quicken  and  fertilize  the 
earth.  What  is  there  in  human  nature  to  awaken  respect 
and  tenderness,  if  man  is  the  unprotected  insect  of  a 
day  ?  and  what  is  he  more,  if  atheism  be  true  ?  Erase 
all  thought  and  fear  of  God  from  a  community,  and 
selfishness  and  sensufality  would  absorb  the  whole  man. 
Appetite,  knowing  no  restraint,  and  poverty  and  suffer- 
ing, having  no  solace  or  hope,  would  trample  in  scorn  on 
the  restraints  of  human  laws.  Virtue,  duty,  principle, 
would  be  mocked  and  spurned  as  unmeaning  sounds. 
A  sordid  self-interest  would  supplant  every  other  feel- 
ing, and  man  would  become  in  fact,  what  the  theory  of 
atheism  declares  him  to  be,  a  companion  for  brutes. 

It  particularly  deserves  attention  in  this  discussion, 
that  the  christian  religion  is  singularly  important  to  free 
communities.  In  truth  we  may  doubt  whether  civil 
freedom  can  subsist  without  it.  This  at  least  we  know, 
that  equal  rights  and  an  imprtial  administration  of  jus- 
tice, have  never  been  enjoyed  where  this  religion  has 
not  been  understood.  It  favors  free  institutions,  first, 
because  its  spirit  is  the  very  spirit  of  liberty ;  that  is,  a 
spirit  of  respect  for  the  interests  and  rights  of  others. 
Christianity  recognises  the  essential  equality  of  man- 
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kind ;  beats  down  with  its  whole  might  those  aspiring 
and  rapacious  principles  of  our  nature,  which  have  sub- 
jected the  many  to  the  few ;  and,  by  its  refining  inlBu- 
encCy  as  well  as  by  direct  precept,  turns  to  God,  and  to 
Him  only,  that  supreme  homage  which  has  been  so  im- 
piously lavished  on  crowned  and  titled  fellow  creatures. 
Thus  its  whole  tendency  is  free.  It  lays  deeply  the  only 
foundations  of  liberty,  which  are  the  principles  of  be- 
nevolence, justice,  and  respect  for  human  nature.  The 
spirit  of  liberty  is  not  merely,  as  multitudes  imagine,  a 
jealousy  of  our  own  particular  rights,  an  unwillingness 
to  be  oppressed  ourselves,  but  a  respect  for  the  rights 
of  others,  and  an  unwillingness  that  any  man,  whether 
high  or  low,  should  be  wronged,  and  trampled  under 
foot.  Now  this  is  the  spirit  of  Christianity ;  and  liberty 
has  no  security,  any  farther  than  this  uprightness  and 
benevolence  of  sentiment  actuates  a  community. 

In  another  method  religion  befriends  liberty.  It 
diminishes  the  necessity  of  public  restraints,  and  super- 
sedes in  a  great  degree  the  use  of  force  in  administer- 
ing the  laws ;  and  this  it  does,  by  making  men  a  law  to 
themselves,  and  by  repressing  the  disposition  to  disturb 
and  injure  society.  Take  away  the  purifying  and  re- 
straining influence  of  religion,  and  selfishness,  rapacity, 
and  injustice  will  break  out  in  new  excesses;  and  amidst 
the  increasing  perils  of  society,  government  must  be 
strengthened  to  defend  it,  must  accumulate  means  of  re- 
pressing disorder  and  crime ;  and  this  strength  and  these 
'-  means  may  be,  and  often  have  been,  turned  against 
the  freedom  of  the  state  which  they  were  meant  to  se- 
cure. Diminish  principle,  and  you  increase  the  need  of 
force  in  a  community.  In  this  country,  government 
needs  not  the  array  of  power  which  you  meet  in  other 
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nations, — no  guards  of  soldiers,  no  hosts  of  spies,  no 
vexatious  regulations  of  police ;  but  accomplishes  its 
beneficent  purposes  by  a  few  unarmed  judges  and  civil 
officers,  and  operates  so  silently  around  us,  and  comes  so 
seldom  in  contact  ^ith  us,  that  many  of  us  enjoy  its 
blessings  With  hardly  a  thought  of  its  existence.  This 
is  the  perfection  of  freedom  ;  and  to  what  do  we  owe  this 
condition  ?  1  answer,  to  the  power  of  those  laws  which 
Religion  writes  on  our  hearts,  which  unite. and  concen- 
trate public  opinion  against  mjustice  and  oppression, 
which  spread  a  spirit  of  equity  and  good  will  through  the 
community.  Thus  religion  is  the  soul  of  freedom,  and 
no  nation  under  heaven  has  such  an  interest  in  it  as 
ourselves. 


o 

MEMOIR   OF   JOHN   6ALLIS0N,  £SQ. 

lint  pobliBhed  In  1891. 

Our  last  number  contained  a  brief  notice  of  Mr. 
Gallison  ;  but  his  rare  excellence,  and  the  singular  affec- 
tion, esteem,  and  confidence  which  he  enjoyed,  have 
been  thought  to  demand  a  more  particular  delineation 
of  his  character.  And  the  office  is  too  grateful  to  be 
declined.  In  the  present  imperfect  condition  of  human 
nature,  when  strange  and  mournful  inconsistences  so 
often  mix  with  and  shade  the  virtues  of  good  men ;  when 
Truth,  that  stern  monitor,  almost  continually  forbids  us 
to  give  free  scope  to  admiration,  and  compels  us  to  dis- 
pense our  praise  with  a  measured  and  timid  liberality ;  it 
is  delightful  to  meet  an  example  of  high  endowments, 
undebased  by  the  mixture  of  unwortliy  habits  and  feel- 
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ings ;  to  neet  a  character  whose  blamelessness  spares  m 
tbe  pain  ot  naking  deductions  from  its  virtues.  And 
our  satisfaction  is  greatly  increased,  when  Providence 
has  seen  iSt  to  unfold  this  character  in  the  open  light  of 
a  conspicuous  station,  so  that  many  around  us  have  had 
opportunity  to  observe  it  as  well  as  ourselves,  and  we 
can  give  utterance  to  our  affection  and  respect,  with  the 
confidence  of  finding  sympathy  and  a  full  response  in 
the  hearts  of  our  readers. 

But  we  have  a  higher  motive,  than  the  relief  and  grat- 
ification of  personal  feelings,  for  paying  this  tribute  to 
Mr.  Gallison.  We  consider  his  character  as  singularly 
instructive,  particularly  to  that  important  class  of  the 
community,  young  men.  His  life,  whilst  it  bore  strong 
testimony  to  those  great  principles  of  morality  and  reli- 
gion, in  which  all  ranks  and  ages  have  an  interest,  and  on 
which  society  rests,  seems  to  us  peculiarly  valuable,  as 
a  commentary  on  the  capacities  and  right  application  of 
youth ;  as  demonstrating  what  a  young  man  may  become, 
what  honor,  love,  and  influence  he  may  gather  round 
him,  and  how  attractive  are  the  christian  virtues  at  that 
age  which  is  generally  considered  as  least  amenable  to 
the  laws  of  religion.  For  young  men  we  chiefly  make 
this  record ;  and  we  do  it  with  a  deep  conviction,  that 
society  cannot  be  served  more  effectually  than  by  spread- 
ing through  this  class  a  purer  morality,  and  a  deeper 
sense  of  responsibility  than  are  now  enforced  by  public 
opinion ;  for  our  young  men  are  soon  to  be  the  fathers, 
guides,  and  defenders  of  the  community  ;  and  however 
examples  may  now  and  then  occur  of  early  profligacy 
changed  by  time  into  purity  and  virtue,  yet  too  often 
the  harvest  answers  to  the  seed,  the  building  to  the 
foundation ;  and  perhaps  it  will  appear  on  that  great  day 
which  is  to  unfold  the  consequences  of  actions,  that  even 
46* 
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forsaken  vice  leaves  wounds  in  the  mind,  which  are 
slowly  healed,  and  which  injure  the  moral  powers,  and 
predispose  to  moral  disease,  through  the  whole  life. 

In  this  connexion  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that 
there  is  no  country,  in  which  society  has  such  an  inter- 
est in  bringing  strong  moral  and  religious  influences  to 
bear  on  young  men,  as  in  this ;  for  our  country  has  been 
distinguished  by  the  premature  growth  of  those  to  whom 
it  gives  birth.  Various  circumstances  here  develope  the 
mind  and  active  powers  earlier  than  in  Europe.  Our 
young  men  come  forward  sooner  into  life ;  mix  sooner 
in  the  stir  and  conflicts  of  business  and  politics ;  and 
form  sooner  the  most  important  domestic  relations.  It 
has  often  been  suggested,  that  the  mind  suffers  under 
this  forcing  system,  that  it  is  exhausted  by  excess  of 
action,  that  a  slower  growth  would  give  it  greater 
strength  and  expansion.  But  be  this  true  or  not  (and 
we  ti'ust  that  the  suggestion  is  founded  on  remote  anal- 
ogies rather  than  on  observation),  one  thing  is  plain, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  young  advance  rapidly  in  intel- 
lect and  activity,  there  should  be  a  powerful  application 
of  moral  and  religious  truths  and  sanctions  to  their  con- 
sciences and  hearts.  Their  whole  nature  should  grow 
at  once.  The  moral  sense,  the  sense  of  God,  should  not 
slumber,  whilst  the  intellect  and  the  passions  are  awake 
and  enlarging  themselves  with  a  fearful  energy.  A  con- 
viction of  their  responsibility  to  God  and  society  should 
be  deeply  wrought  into  the  opening  reason,  so  as  to  recur 
through  life  with  the  force  of  instinct.  Mr.  Gallison 
was  a  striking  example  of  the  early  and  harmonious  un- 
folding of  the  moral  and  intellectual  nature,  and  in  this 
view  his  character  is  particularly  fitted  to  the  wants  and 
dangers  of  our  state  of  society. 
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When  we  know  or  hear  of  uncommon  excellence,  it 
is  natural  to  inquire,  by  what  propitious  circumstances 
it  was  formed ;  and  hence  the  curiosity  which  has  sifted 
so  diligently  the  early  history  of  eminent  men.  But 
such  investigations,  we  believe,  generally  teach  us,  that 
character  is  more  independent  on  outward  circumstan- 
ces than  is  usually  thought,  that  the  chief  causes  which 
form  a  superior  mind  are  within  itself.  Whilst  the  Su- 
preme Being  encourages  liberally  the  labors  of  education 
by  connecting  with  them  many  good  and  almost  sure 
results,  still,  as  if  to  magnify  his  own  power  and  to 
,  teach  men  humility  and  dependence,  he  often  produces, 
with  few  or  no  means,  a  strength  of  intellect  and  prin- 
ciple, a  grace  and  dignity  of  character,  which  the  most 
anxious  human  culture  cannot  confer.  In  the  early  years 
of  Mr.  Gallison,  we  find  no  striking  circumstances  or 
incidents  which  determined  the  peculiarities  of  his  future 
character.  The  processes,  by  which  he  became  what 
he  was,  were  inward ;  and  the  only  voice,  which  could 
disclose  them,  is  now  silent  in  death.     « 

He  was  born  in  Marblehead,  October,  1788.  His 
mother,  a  sister  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Sewall,  sur- 
vived his  birth  but  a  few  hours ;  and  his  life  began  with 
one  of  the  heaviest  of  life's  afflictions,  the  loss  of  a 
mother's  love.  He  was  so  happy  however  as  to  be 
the  object  of  singular  and  never  failing  kindness  to  his 
surviving  parent,  whom  he  requited  with  no  common 
filial  attachment ;  and  he  may  be  cited  as  a  proof  of  the 
good  effects  of  that  more  unrestrained  and  tender  inter- 
course between  parents  and  children,  which  distinguish- 
es the  present  from  the  past  age.  He  was  early  placed 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Harris,  now  President 
of  Columbia  College  New  York,  then  preceptor  of  an 
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academy,  and  reetor  of  an  Episcopal  church,  in  MaFhle- 
head.  He  is  said  to  have  endeared  himself  to  his  re* 
vered  instructer  by  his  docility,  industry,  modesty,  love 
of  truth,  and  steady  improvements  He  held  a  high  but 
unenvied  rank  at  school ;  and  it  may  be  mentioned  as 
an  evidence  of  early  judgment  and  a  constant  mind, 
that  some  of  the  friendships  of  that  early  period  went 
with  him  to  the  grave,  and  were  among  the  best  enjoy- 
ments of  his  life. 

He  entered  the  University  at  Cambridge,  A.  D.  1803, 
in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  age ;  and  whilst  his  unremitting 
application  gave  him  the  full  benefit  of  its  various  pro- 
visions for  literary  improvement,  his  consistent  character 
and  social  virtues  won  for  him  universa)  confidence  and 
esteem.  On  leaving  the  University  he  «omn>enced  the 
study  of  the  law  under  the  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams, 
and  having  completed  his  preparation  under  the  Hon. 
Joseph  Story,  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Marblehead,  A.  D.  1810.  By  the  advice  of  his  friends 
he  soon  removed  to  this  metropolis,  a  more  proper,  be- 
cause wider  sphete  of  action.  Here  he  experienced, 
for  a  time,  those  anxieties  and  depressions,  which  form 
the  common  trial  of  young  men,  who  enter  a  crowded 
profession.  But  his  prospects  were  brightened  by  a 
connexion  in  business,  which  he  formed  with  the  Hon. 
William  Prescott,  and  which,  as  it  was  unsolicited  and 
attended  by  other  flattering  circumstances,  gave  him  a 
gratifying  assurance  of  the  confidence  which  he  had  in- 
spired. The  progress  of  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  was 
soon  a  matter  of  common  remark  ;  and  those,  who  were 
most  capable  of  understanding  the  depth  and  extent  of 
his  legal  attainments,  were  confident,  that  should  his 
life  be  spared,  he  would  attain  the  highest  honors  of  his 
profession. 
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He  died  December,  1820,  at  the  age  of  32.  The 
shock  given  to  the  community  by  this  event  was  unu- 
sual, and  the  calamity  was  heightened  by  its  unexpect- 
edness. His  general  health,  cheerfulness,  and  activity 
had  given  the  promise  of  a  long  life,  and  his  friends 
were  not  alarmed  for  him  until  a  week  before  his  death. 
His  disease  was  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  which  first 
discovered  itself  in  slight  aberrations  of  mind,  and  ter- 
minated in  delirium.  This  awful  eclipse  of  reason  con- 
tinued to  the  last,  so  that  his  friends  were  denied  the 
satisfaction  of  receiving  from  his  dying  lips  assurances 
of  his  christian  hope.  Some  of  them  however  recollect 
with  pleasure,  that  at  the  beginning  of  his  disease,  when 
his  intellect  was  rather  exalted  than  deranged,  his 
expressions  of  religious  feeling  and  joy  were  unusually 
strong ;  and  he  has  left  them  higher  consolation  than 
a  dying  testimony,  even  the  memory  of  a  blameless  and 
well  spent  life. 

Having  given  this  brief  record  of  a  liie  too  peaceful 
and  prosperous  to  furnish  matter  for  biography,  we  pro- 
ceed to  give  our  views  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Gallison. 
— His  chief  distinction  was  not  talent,  although  he  had 
fine  powers  of  intellect,  and  a  capacity  of  attention, 
which,  in  usefulness  if  not  in  splendor,  generally  stir- 
passes  genius.  His  primary  characteristic,  and  that 
which  gave  him  his  peculiar  weight  in  the  community, 
was  the  force  of  moral  and  religious  principle ;  a  force, 
which  operated  with  the  steadiness  of  a  law  of  nature, 
a  paramount  energy  which  suffered  no  portion  of  life  or 
intellect  to  be  wasted,  which  concentrated  all  his  facul- 
ties and  feelings  on  worthy  objects.  His  powers  did 
not  astonish,  but  none  of  them  were  lost  to  himself  or 
society.  His  great  distinction  was  the  singleness  of 
his  mind,  the  sway  which  duty  had  gained  over  him. 
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his  habit  of  submitting  to  this  as  to  an  inviolable  ordi- 
nance of  the  universe.  .Conscience  vi^as  consulted  reve- 
rently as  an  oracle  of  God.  The  moral  power  seemed 
always  at  work  in  his  breast,  and  its  control  reached  to 
his  whole  life. 

We  sometimes  witness  a  strong  regard  to  duty,  which 
confers  little  grace  or  interest  on  the  character,  because 
partial  and  exclusive  views  are  taken  of  duty,  and  God 
is  thought  to  require  a  narrow  service,  which  chains  and 
contracts  instead  of  unfolding  the  mind.  In  Mr.  Galli- 
son,  the  sense  of  duty  was  as  enlightened  and  enlarged, 
as  it  was  strong.  To  live  religiously,  he  did  not  think 
himself  called  to  give  up  the  proper  pursuits  and  gratifi- 
cations of  human  nature.  He  believed,  that  religion 
was  in  harmony  with  intellectual  improvement,  with  the 
pleasures  of  imagination  and  society,  and  especially  with 
the  kind  affections.  His  views  of  the  true  excellence 
of  a  human  being  were  large  and  generous ;  and  hence, 
instead  of  that  contracted  and  repulsive  character,  which 
has  often  been  identified  with  piety^  his  virtue,  though 
of  adamantine  firmness,  was  attractive,  cheerfiil,  lovely. 

This  union  of  strength  and  light,  in  his  sense  of  duty, 
gave  a  singular  harmony  to  his  character.  All  his  fac- 
ulties and  sensibilities  seemed  to  unfold  together,  just 
as  the  whole  body  grows  at  once ;  and  all  were  preserv- 
ed, by  a  wise  presiding  moral  sentiment,  in  their  just 
proportions.  He  was  remarkably  free  from  excess, 
even  in  the  virtues  and  pursuits  to  which  he  was  most 
prone.  His  well  balanced  mind  was  the  admiration  of 
his  friends.  He  had  strong  feeling,  yet  a  calm  judg- 
ment ;  and  unwearied  activity  without  restlessness  or 
precipitancy.  He  had  vigor  and  freedom  of  thought, 
but  not  the  slightest  propensity  to  rash  and  wild  specu- 
lation.    He  had  professional  ardor,  but  did  not  sacrifice 
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to  his  profession  the  general  improvement  of  his  intel- 
lect and  heart.  He  loved  study,  and  equally  loved 
society.  He  had  religious  sensibility,  but  a  sensibility 
which  never  rested,  until  it  had  found  its  true  perfection 
and  manifestation  in  practice.  His  mind  was  singular- 
ly harmonious,  a  well  adjusted  whole ;  and  this  was  the 
secret  of  the  signal  confidence  which  he  inspired ;  for 
confidence,  or  the  repose  of  our  minds  on  another,  de- 
pends on  nothing  so  much  as  on  the  proportion  which 
we  observe  in  his  character.  Even  a  good  feeling, 
when  carried  to  excess,  though  viewed  with  indulgence 
and  affection,  always  shakes  in  a  measure  our  trust. 

From  this  general  survey,  we  pass  to  some  particulars 
of  the  character  of  Mr.  Gallison.  His  religion  was  a> 
trait  which  claims  our  first  consideration.  He  believed 
in  God,  and  in  the  revelation  of  his  will  by  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  he  was  not  a  man  in  whom  such  a  belief  could  lie 
dead.  That  great  and  almost  overwhelming  doctrine  of  a 
God,  the  Maker  of  all  things,  in  whom  he  lived,  and  from 
whom  all  his  blessings  came,  wrought  in  him  powerful- 
ly. He  was  not  satisfied  with  a  superficial  religion,  but 
was  particularly  interested  in  those  instructions  from  the 
pulpit  which  enjoined  a  deep,  living,  all-pervading  sense 
of  God's  presence  and  authority,  and  an  intimate  union 
of  the  mind  with  its  Creator.  A  friend,  who  knew  him 
intimately,  observes ; — '  In  our  frequent  walks,  his  con- 
versation so  naturally  and  cheerfully  turned  on  the  at- 
tributes and  dispensations  of  God,  as  convinced  me  that 
his  religion  was  no  less  the  delight  of  his  heart,  than 
the  guide  of  his  life.  Though  habitually  temperate  in 
his  feelings,  I  have  sometimes  known  him  kindle  into 
rapture  while  conversing  on  these  holy  themes.' 

But  his  religion,  though  strong  and  earnest,  was  in 
unison  with  his  whole  character,  calm,  inquisitive,  ra- 
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tional.  Uninfected  by  bigotry  or  fanaticism,  and  unse- 
duced  by  the  fair  promises  of  the  spirit  of  innovatioo, 
he  formed  his  views  of  the  christian  system  with  cau- 
tion,' and  held  them  without  asperity.  In  regard  to  that 
important  doctrine  which  has  lately  agitated  the  com- 
munity, he  was  a  Unitarian,  believing  in  the  pre-existence 
of  the  Saviour,  and  as  firmly  believing  that  he  was  a 
distinct  being  from  the  Supreme  God,  derived  from  and 
dependent  on  him;  and  he  considered  the  Gospel  of 
John,  which  is  often  esteemed  as  the  strong  hold  of  op- 
posite sentiments,  as  giving  peculiar  support  to  these 
views.  We  mention  this,  not  because  the  conclusions 
of  so  wise  and  good  a  man  were  necessarily  true,  but 
because  reproach  is  often  thrown  on  the  opinions  which 
he  adopted,  as  wanting  power  to  purify  and  save.  He 
may  have  erred,  for  he  was  a  man ;  but'who  that  knew 
him  can  doubt  that,  whatever  were  his  errors,  he  held 
the  most  important  and  efficacious  doctrines  of  Christi- 
anity ?  His  religious  friends,  and  they  were  not  a  few, 
can  testify  to  the  seriousness  and  reverence  with  which 
he  approached  the  scriptures,  and  to  the  fidelity  with 
which  he  availed  himself  of  the  means  of  a  right  inter- 
pretation. 

His  religion  was  not  ostentatiously  thrust  on  notice  ; 
but  he  thought  as  little  of  hiding  it,  as  of  concealing  his 
social  feelings,  or  his  love  of  knowledge.  It  was  the 
light  by  which  he  walked,  and  his  daily  path  showed 
whence  the  light  came.  Of  his  decision  in  asserting 
the  principles  of  that  religion  which  he  received  as 
from  God,  he  gave  a  striking  proof  in  his  address  to  the 
Peace  Society  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  breathes 
the  very  morality  of  Christ,  and  is  throughout  a  mild 
but  firm  remonstrance  against  great  practical  errors, 
which  have  corrupted  the  church  almost  as  deeply  as 
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the  world.  It  was  so  natural  to  him  to  act  on  the  con- 
rictions  of  his  mind,  that  he  seemed  on  this  occasion 
utterly  unconscious,  that  there  was  a  degree  of  heroism 
in  a  young  man  of  a  secular  calling,  and  who  mixed  oc- 
casionally in  fashionable  life,  enlisting  so  earnestly  in 
the  service  of  the  most  neglected,  yet  most  distinguish- 
ing virtues  of  Christianity. 

That  a  man,  to  whom  Christianity  was  so  author- 
itative, should  be  characterised  by  its  chief  grace,  be- 
nevolence, we  cannot  wonder.  Nature  formed  him  for 
the  kind  affections,  and  religious  principle  added  ten- 
derness, steadiness,  dignity,  to  the  impulses  of  nature. 
That  great  maxim  of  Christianity,  *  No  man  liveth  to 
himself,*  was  engraven  on '  his  mind.  Without  profes- 
sion, or  show,  or  any  striking  discoveries  of  emotion,  he 
felt  the  claim  of  everything  human  on  his  sympathy  and 
service.  His  youth  and  professional  engagements  did 
not  absolve  him  to  his  own  conscience  from  laboring 
in  the  cause  of  mankind  ;  and  his  steady  zeal  redeemed 
from  business  sufficient  time  for  doing  extensive  good. 
In  the  institutions  for  useful  objects,  with  which  he  con- 
nected himself,  he  gave  more  than  his  property;  he 
contributed  his  mind,  his  judgment,  his  well  directed 
zeal ;  and  the  object  which  he  was  found  to  favor,  de- 
rived advantage  from  his  sanction,  no  less  than  from  his 
labors. 

He  felt  strongly,  what  a  just  view  of  human  nature 
always  teaches,  that  society  is  served  by  nothing  so  es- 
sentially, as  by  the  infusion  of  a  moral  and  religious 
spirit  into  all  its  classes ;  and  this  principle,  like  every 
other  when  once  recognised,  became  to  him  a  law» 
We  cannot  but  mention  with  great  pleasure  the  earn- 
estness with  which  he  entered  into  a  plan  for  collecting 
tile  poor  children,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  church 
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where  he  worshipped,  into  a  school  for  religious  instruc 
tioh  on  the  Lord's-day.  He  visited  many  poor  families 
on  this  errand  o^  charity,  offering  at  once  christian  in- 
struction, and  the  pecuniary  means  hy  which  the  children 
might  be  clothed  decently  to  receive  it ;  and  he  gave  a 
part  of  every  Sunday  to  this  office.  The  friend,  whom 
we  formerly  quoted,  observes^  '  I  was  much  delighted 
to  see  him  one  Sunday,  leading  one  of  his  little  flock, 
(who  being  a  stranger  had  not  become  familiarized  to 
his  home)  through  our  dirtiest  lanes,  and  inquiring  at 
the  humblest  sheds  for  his  dwelling.'  To  a  man,  crowd- 
ed with  business,  and  accustomed  to  the  most  refined 
society,  this  lowly  and  unostentatious  mode  of  charity 
could  only  have  been  recommended  by  a  supreme  sense 
of  religious  and  social  obligation.  He  was  one  of  the 
few  among  us,  who  saw  that  the  initiation  of  the  poor 
into  moral  and  religious  truth,  was  an  office  worthy  of 
the  most  cultivated  understanding,  and  that  to  leave  it, 
as  it  is  sometimes  left,  to  those  whose  zeal  outstrips 
their  knowledge,  was  to  expose  to  hazard  and  reproach 
one  of  the  most  powerful  means  of  benefiting  society. 

Another  cause  to  which  he  devoted  himself  was  the 
Peace  Society  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  to  this  insti- 
tution his  mind  was  drawn  and  bound  by  perceiving  its 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  Accustomed 
as  he  was  to  believe  that  every  principle  which  a  man 
adopts  is  to  be  carried  into  life,  he  was  shocked  with  the 
repugnance  between  the  christian  code  and  the  practice 
of  its  professed  followers  on  the  subject  of  war ;  and  he 
believed  that  Christianity,  seconded  as  it  is  by  the  pro- 
gress of  society,  was  a  power  adequate  to  the  production 
of  a  great  revolution  of  opinion  on  this  point,  if  its  plain 
principles  and  the  plain  interests  of  men  were  earnestly 
unfolded.     There  was  one  part  of  this  extensive  topic, 
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to  which  his  mind  particularly  turned.  He  believed 
that  society  had  made  sufficient  advances,  to  warrant  the 
attempt  to  expunge  from  the  usages  of  war  the  right 
of  capturing  private  property  at  sea.  He  believed  that 
the  evils  of  war  would  be  greatly  abridged,  and  its  re- 
currence checked,  were  the  ocean  to  be  made  a  safe, 
privileged,  unmolested  pathway  for  all  nations,  wheth- 
er in  war  or  peace ;  and  that  the  minds  of  men  had  be- 
come prepared  for  this  change,  by  the  respect  now  paid 
by  belligerents  to  private  property  on  shore,  a  mitigation 
of  wair  to  be  wholly  ascribed  to  the  progress  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  spirit  of  Christianity.  His  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject led  him  to  study  the  history  of  maritime  warfare, 
and  probably  no  man  among  us  had  acquired  a  more  ex- 
tensive acquaintance  with  it.  Some  of  the  results  he 
gave  in  an  article  in  the  North  American  Review,  on 
Privateering,  and  in  a  Memorial  to  Congress  jagainst  this 
remnant  of  barbarism.  To  this  field  of  labor  he  certainly 
was  not  drawn  by  the  hope  of  popularity ;  and  though 
he  outstripped  the  feelings  of  the  community,  his  efforts 
will  not  be  vain.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  a  path,  in  which 
society,  if  it  continue  to  advance,  will  certainly  follow 
him,  and  will  at  length  do  justice  to  the  wisdom  as  well 
as  purity  of  his  design. 

Other  institutions  shared  his  zeal  and  countenance ; 
but  we  pass  from  these  to  observe,  that  his  benevolence 
was  not  husbanded  for  public  works  or  great  occasions. 
It  entered  into  the  very  frame  and  structure  of  his  mind, 
so  that,  wherever  he  acted,  he  left  its  evidences  and 
fruits.  Even  in  those  employments,  where  a  man  is  ex- 
pected to  propose  distinctly  his  own  interest,  he  looked 
beyond  himself;  and  those  who  paid  him  for  his  services, 
felt  that  another  debt  was  due,  and  personal  attachment 
often  sprung  from  the  intercourse  of  business.     In  his 
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social  and  domestic  connexions,  how  he  felt  and  lived, 
and  what  spirit  he  breathed,  we  learn  from  the  connte- 
nances  and  toiies  of  his  friends,  when  they  speak  of  his 
loss.  The  kind  of  praise  which  a  man  receives  after 
death  corresponds  generally  with  precision  to  his  char- 
acter. We  can  often  see  on  the  decease  of  a  distin- 
guished individual,  that  whilst  all  praise,  few  feel ;  that 
the  heart  has  no  burden,  no  oppression.  In  the  case  of 
Mr.  Gallison,  there  was  a  general,  spontaneous  convic- 
tion that  society  had  been  bereaved ;  and  at  the  same 
time,  a  feeling  of  personal  bereavement,  as  if  a  void 
which  no  other  could  fill,  were  made  in  every  circle  in 
which  he  familiarly  moved ;  and  this  caa  only  be  ex- 
plained by  the  genuine  benevolence,  the  sympathy  with 
every  human  interest,  which  formed  his  character.  His 
benevolence  indeed  was  singularly  unalloyed.  Those 
feelings  of  wikindness  which  sometimes  obscure,  for  a 
moment,  the  goodness  of  excellent  men,  seldom  or  never 
passed  over  him.  Those  who  best  knew  him,  cannot,  by 
an  effort  of  imagination,  put  an  acrimonious  speech  into 
his  lips,  any  more  than  they  can  think  of  him  under  an 
entirely  different  countenance.  The  voice  ceases  to  be 
his,  its  tones  do  not  belong  to  him,  when  they  would 
make  it  the  vehicle  of  unkindness.  We  have  mider- 
stood,  what  we  should  not  doubt,  that  in  his  profession, 
amidst  the  collision  of  rivals,  his  ambition,  which  un- 
doubtedly degenerated  sometimes  into  excess,  was  still 
so  controlled  by  his  generosity  and  uprightness,  that  he 
was  never  known  to  sully  with  an  envious  breath,  the 
honest  fame  of  another,  or  to  withhold  a  ready  testimo- 
ny to  another's  worth.  So  great  was  the  kindliness  of 
his  heart,  that  his  many  pressing  employments  did  not 
exclude  tho^  little  attentions  to  his  kindred,  for  which 
multiplied  cares  are  generally  admitted  as  an  excuse. 
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He  made  leisure  for  minute  as  well  as  important  servi- 
ces, and  thus  it  is  that  a  feeling  of  tenderness  as  well 
as  of  respect,  is  spread  through  the  whole  circle  of  his 
relatives. 

In  regard  to  his  intellectual  powers,  they  derived  their 
superiority  not  only  from  the  liberality  of  nature,  but 
from  the  conscientiousness  with  which  they  were  im- 
proved. He  early  felt  the  importance  of  a  generous  and 
extensive  culture  of  the  mind,  and  systematically  con- 
nected with  professional  studies  the  pursuit  of  general 
literature.  He  was  a  striking  example  of  the  influence 
of  an  operative  and  enlightened  moral  sense  over  the 
intellect.  His  views  w^re  distinguished  not  so  much 
by  boldness  and  excursiveness  as  by  clearness,  steadi- 
ness, judiciousness,  and  truth ;  and  these  characteristic 
properties  of  his  understanding  derived  their  strength, 
if  not  existence,  from  that  fairness,  rectitude,  simplici- 
ty, and  that  love  of  the  true  and  useful,  which  entered 
so  largely  into  his  moral  constitution.  The  objects  on 
which  he  thought  and  wrote  did  not  offer  themselves  to 
him  in  the  bright  hues  of  inspired  imagination,  but  in 
the  forms,  dimensions,  and  colors  of  reality ;  and  yet 
there  was  no  tameness  in  his  conception,  for  the  moral 
relations  of  things,  the  most  sublime  of  all  relations,  he 
traced  with  eagerness  and  delighted  to  unfold.  Accor- 
dingly in  all  his  writings  we  perceive  the  marks  of  an 
understanding  surrounded  by  a  clear  and  warm  moral 
atmosphere.  His  intellect,  we  repeat  it,  was  excited 
and  developed  very  much  by  moral  and  religious  princi- 
ple. It  was  not  naturally  creative,  restless,  stirred  by 
a  bright  and  burning  imagination.  The  strong  power 
within  was  conscience,  enlightened  and  exahed  by 
religion ;  and  this  sent  life  through  the  intellect,  and 
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conferred  or  heightened  the  qualities  bj  which  it  was 
distinguished. 

Of  bis  professicyial  character  we  know  nothing  by 
personal  observation  ;  but  v/e  do  know,  that  in  a  metrop 
olis  where  the  standard  of  professional  talent  and  purity 
is  high,  he  was  eminent.  We  have  understood,  that  he 
was  at  once  a  scientific  and  practical  lawyer,  uniting 
comprehensive  views  of  jurisprudence,  and  laborious  re- 
search into  general  principles,  with  a  singular  accuracy, 
and  most  conscientious  fidelity,  in  investigating  the  de- 
tails of  the  causes  in  which  he  was  engaged.  The  spon- 
taneous tribute  of  the  members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  to- so 
young  a  brother,  is  perhaps  without  precedent.  It  de- 
serves to  be  mentioned  among  his  claims  to  esteem,  that 
he  wa^  not  usurped  by  a  profession  to  which  he  was  so 
devoted  ;  that  his  thirst  for  legal  knowledge  and  distinc- 
tion, though  so  ardent,  left  him  free  for  such  a  variety 
of  exertions  and  acquisitions. 

Of  his  industry,  we  have  had  occasion  frequently  to 
speak,'and  it  was  not  the  least  striking  trait  in  his  char- 
acter. We  need  no  other  proof  of  this,  than  his  early 
eminence  in  a  profession,  which  offers  no  prizes  to  ge- 
nius unaccompanied  by  application,  and  whose  treasures 
are  locked  up  in  books,  which  hold  out  no  lures  to  imag- 
ination or  taste,  and  which  can  only  interest  a  mind  dis- 
posed to  patient  and  intense  exertion.  We  recur,  how- 
ever, to  his  industry,  not  so  much  because .  it  distin- 
guished him,  as  from  the  desire  of  removing  what  seems 
to  us  a  false  impression,  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  exces- 
sive application.  That  he  was  occasionally  guilty  of 
intemperate  study  (a  crime  in  the  eye  of  a  refined  mor- 
ality, because  it  sacrifices  future  and  extensive  usefid- 
ness  to  immediate  acquisition),  is  probably  true  ;  but  less 
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guilty,  we  a{^ebend,  than  many  who  are  not  charged 
with  excess.  His  social  nature,  his  love  of  general  lit- 
erature, and  his  regular  use  of  exercise,  gave  as  great 
and  frequent  relaxation  to  his  mind,  as  studious  men 
gencralty  think  necessary ;  nor  ought  his  (example  to  lose 
its  power,  by  the  apprehension,  that  to  follow  his  steps 
will  be  to  descend  with  him  to  an  early  grave. 

This  excellent  man  it  has  pleased  God  to  take  from 
us ;  and  to  take  without  warning,  when  oor  hope  was 
firmest,  and  his  prospects  of  usefulness  and  prosperity 
were  to  human  eyes,  unclouded.  That  such  a  course 
should  be  so  short,  is  the  general  sorrow.  But  ought 
we  to  think  it  short  ?  In  the  best  sense  his  life  was 
long.  To  be  the  centre  of  so  many  influences;  to 
awaken  through  so  large  a  circle  sentiments  of  affection 
and  esteem  ;  to  bear  effectual  testimony  to  the  reality 
of  religion ;  to  exalt  the  standard  of  youthful  character 
to  adorn  a  profession,  to  which  the  administration  of 
public  justice,  and  the  care  of  our  civil  institutions  are 
peculiarly  confided ;  to  uphold  and  strengthen  useful  as- 
sociations ;  to  be  the  friend  of  the  poor  and  ignorant, 
and  a  model  for  the  rich  and  improved ;  to  live  in  the 
hearts  of  friends,  and  to  die  amidst  general,  deep,  unaf- 
fected lamentation  ;  these  surely  are  not  evidences  of  a 
brief  existence.  *  Honorable  age  is  not  that,  which 
standeth  in  length  of  time,  nor  which  is  measured  by 
number  of  years  ;  but  wisdom  is  the  gray  hair  unto  men, 
and  .an  unspotted  life  is  old  age.' 

Still  the  question  may  be  asked,  *  Why  was  he  taken 
from  so  much  usefulness  ?^  Were  that  state  laid  open 
to  us,  into  which  he  is  removed,  we  should  have  an 
answer.  We  should  see,  that  this  world  is  not  the 
only  one  where  intellect  is  unfolded,  and  the  heart  and 
active  powers  find  objects.     We  might  see,  that  such  a 
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spirit  as  his,  was  needed  now  in  another  and  nobler 
province  of  the  creation ;  and  that  ail  God's  providence 
towards  Iiim  had  been  training  and  fitting  him  to  be 
bom,  if  we  may  so  speak,  at  this  very  time,  into  the 
future  world,  there  to  perform  offices  and  receive  bles- 
sings which  only  a  mind  so  framed  and  gifted  could  sus- 
tain and  enjoy.  He  is  not  lost.  Jesus,  whom  he  fol- 
lowed, ^hath  abolished  death.'  Thought,  affection, 
piety,  usefulness,  do  not  die.  If  they  did,  we  should  do 
weir  to  hang  his  tomb  with  sackcloth,  or  rather  to  ob- 
literate every  trace  and  recollection  of  his  tomb  and  his 
name,  for  then  a  light,  more  precious  than  the  sun's,  is 
quenched  forever.  But  he  is  not  lost,  nor  is  he  exiled 
from  his  true  happiness.  An  enlightened,  just  and  good 
mind,  is  a  citizen  of  the  universe,  and  has  faculties 
and  affections  which  correspond  to'  all  God's  works. 
Why  would  we  limit  it  to  earth,  perhaps  the  lowest 
world  in  this  immense  creation  ?  Why  shall  not  the 
spirit,  which  has  given  proof  of  its  divine  origin  and 
heavenly  tendency,  be  suffered  to  rise  to  its  proper 
abode,  to  a  holier  community,  to  a  vision  of  God,  under 
which  earthly  and  mortal  natures  would  sink  and  be 
dissolved? 

One  benefit  of  the  early  removal  of  such  a  man  as 
Mr.  Gallison,  is  obvious.  We  learn  from  it,  how  early 
in  life  the  great  work  of  life  may  begin,  and  how  suc^ 
cessfuUy  be  prosecuted.  Had  he  lived  to  advanced 
years,  the  acquisitions  of  his  youth  would  have  been 
forgotten  and  lost  in  those  of  riper  years. .  His  charac- 
ter would  have  been  an  invaluable  legacy,  but  chiefly 
to  the  mature  and  aged.  And  surely  if  his  early  death 
shall  exalt  the  aims  and  purposes  of  the  young ;  if  piety, 
now  postponed  to  later  years,  to  a  winter  which  bears 
no  such  fruit,  shall  be  esteemed  the  ornament  and  de- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


549 

fence  of  that  interesting  and  tempted  age ;  if  bur  young 
men  shall  learn  from  him  that  they  belong  to  God  and 
society ;  then  his  early  death  may  prove  as  useful  as  a 
protracted  life. 

We  shall  add  but  one  more  remark.  The  general 
sorrow  which  followed  Mr.  Gallison  to  the  tomb,  was 
not  only  honorable  to  him,  but  to  the  community.  For 
he  had  no  dazzling  qualities.  His  manners  were  not 
imposing,  nor  was  he  aided  by  uncommon  patronage. 
His  worth  was  unobtrusive,  mild,  retiring,  and  left  to 
win  its  own  way  to  notice  and  honor.  Yet  how  few 
young  men  have  reared  such  a  monument  in  the  memories 
and  hearts  of  the  community  ?  Amidst  charges  of  de- 
generacy, and  with  real  grounds  of  humiliation,  we 
should  deem  it  a  privilege  to  live  in  a  state  of  society, 
in  which  such  a  character  as  Mr.  Gallison's  is  so  gener- 
ally understood,  and  is  recompensed  with  such  heartfelt 
and  generous  praise. 
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APPENDIX. 


[  1  BATX  thrown  into  an  Appendix  parts  of  certain  Tracts  and  Diacouraee,  which  were 
called  forth  by  pa«ing  erents  in  the  political  and  religtone  world.  I  hare  aimed,  in 
making  the  lelections,  to  take  paasages,  which  contain  general  views,  retaining  only  such 
refereocet  to  peraooal,  local,  and  temporaiy  topics,  as  seem  necessary  to  a  full  understand- 
ing of  the  eatraets.]  
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EXTRACTS  FROM  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  PROPOSITION  FOR  INCREASIMO  THB 
MEANS  OF  THEOLOGICAL  EDUCATION  AT  THE  UNIVERSITY  IN  CAM- 
BRIDGE.   1816. 

As  a  proposition  is  now  before  the  public  for  increasmg  the 
means  of  theological  education  at  Harvard  University,  it  is  thought 
that  a  few  observations  on  the  subject  may  be  acceptable  to  those 
who  have  not  been  able  to  give  to  it  much  attention,  and  whose 
aid  and  patronage  may  be  solicited. 

It  may  perhaps  be  asked  by  some,  though  I  hope  the  question 
will  be  confined  to  a  few.  Why  ought  we  to  be  so  solicitous  for  the 
education  of  ministers  ?  The  answer  is  obvious.  The  object  of 
the  ministry  is  peculiarly  important.  To  the  christian  minister  are 
intrusted  in  a  measure  the  dearest  and  most  valuable  interests  of 
the  human  race.  He  is  called  to  watch  over  the  morals  of  society, 
and  to  awaken  and  cultivate  the  principles  of  piety  and  virtue  in 
the  hearts  of  individuals.  He  is  set  apart  to  dispense  that  religion, 
which,  as  we  believe,  came  from  God,  which  was  given  to  reform, 
exalt,  and  console  us,  and  on  the  reception  of  which  the  happiness 
of  the  future  life  depends.  Ought  we  not  to  be  solicitous  for  the 
wise  and  effectual  training  of  those,  by  whom  this  religion  is  to  be 
unfolded  and  enforced,  and  to  whose  influence  our  own  minds  and 
those  of  our  children  are  to  be  so  often  exposed  ? 

Our  interest  in  a  minister  is  very  peculiar.  He  is  to  us  what  no 
other  professional  man  can  be.     We  want  him,  not  to  transact  our 
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businefls  and  to  receive  a  compensation,  but  to  be  oar  friend ,  our 
guide,  an  inmate  in  our  families  ;  to  enter  our  houses  in  affliction ; 
and  to  be  able  to  give  us  light,  admonition,  and  consolation  in  suf^ 
fering,  sickness,  and  the  last  hours  of  life. 

Our  connexion  with  men  of  other  professions  is  transient,  acci- 
dental, rare.  With  a  minister  it  is  habitual.  Once  in  the  week,  at 
least,  we  are  to  meet  him  and  sit  under  his  instructions.  We  are  to 
give  up  our  minds  in  a  measure  to  his  influence,  and  to  receive  from 
him  impressions  on  a  subject,  which  more  than  all  others  concerns 
us,  and  with  which  our  improvement  and  tranquillity  through  life 
and  our  future  peace  are  intimately  connected. 

We  want  the  minister  of  religion  to  address  our  understandings 
with  clearness ;  to  extend  and  brighten  our  moral  and  religious 
ooBceptionB ;  to  throw  light  over  the  obscurities  of  the  sacred  vol- 
«ne  ;  to  assist  us  in  repelling  those  doubts  which  sometimes  shake 
our  convictions  of  christian  truth ;  and  to  establish  us  in  a  firm  and 
rational  belief. 

We  want  him,  not  only  to  address  the  understanding  with  clearness, 
imi  sttH  more  to  speak  to  the  conscience  and  heart  with  power;  to 
force,  as  it  were,  our  thoughts  from  the  world;  to  rouse  us  from  the 
slumbers  of  an  unreflecting  life;  to  exhibit  religion  in  an  interesting 
ferm,  and  to  engage  our  aflections  on  the  side  of  duty.  Such  are 
tibe  offices  and  aids  which  we  need  from  the  chriatiaB  minister. 
Who  does  not  see  in  a  moment,  that  much  preparation  of  the 'intel- 
lect and  heart  is  required  to  render  him  successful  is  these  high 
and  generous  labors  ? 

These  reasons  for  being  interested  in  the  education  of  ministers 
^gnm  o«t  of  the  nature  and  importance  of  religion.  Another  im- 
ponant  remark  la,  that  the  state  of  our  country  demands  that 
greater  care  than  ever  should  be  given  to  this  object.  It  will  not 
he  denied,  I  presume,  that  this  country  is  on  the  whole  advancing 
in  intelligence.  The  means  of  improvement  are  more  liberally  and 
more  generally  afibrded  to  the  young  than  in  former  times.  A 
jcloeer  con^xion  subsists  with  the  cultivated  minds  in  other  coun- 
tries. A  variety  of  institutions  are  awakening  our  powers,  and 
communicating  a  degree  o£  general  knowledge,  which  was  not  for- 
merly difiused  among  us.  Taste  is  more  extensively  cultivated, 
and  the  finest  productions  ^  polite  literature  fiod  their  way  into 
many  of  our  fiunalies.  N4)w  in  this  state  of  things,  in  this  increas- 
ing activity  of  intellect,  there  is  peculiar  need  of  an  enlightened 
ministry.  Religion  should  not  be  left  to  feeble  and  ignorant  advo- 
cates, to  men  of  narrow  and  unfrimisbed  mtnds.    Its  ministers  shouM 
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be  practical  proofs,  that  it  maj  be  connected  with  the  noblest  im- 
provements of  the  understanding  ;  and  they  should  be  able  to  con- 
Tert  into  weapons  for  its  defence,  the  discoveries  of  philosophy,  and 
the  speculations  of  genius.  Religion  must  be  adapted  in  its  mode 
of  exhibition  to  the  state  of  society.  The  form  in  which  we  pre- 
sent it  to  the  infant  will  not  satisfy  and  interest  the  advanced  un- 
derstanding. In  the  same  manner,  if  in  a  cultivated  age  religious 
instruction  does  not  partake  the  general  elevation,  it  will  be  sltghted 
by  the  very  minds  whose  influence  it  is  most  desirable  to  ettgtige  on 
the  side  of  virtue  and  piety. 

I  have  observed,  that  an  enlightened  age  requires  sen  enlightened 
ministry.  On  the  other  hand  it  may  be  observed,  that  an  enlight- 
ened ministry  is  a  powerful  agent  in  continuing  and  accetetdjiii^ 
the  progress  of  light,  of  refinement,  and  of  all  socii^  improvements. 
The  limits  of  this  essay  will  not  admit  the  full  developement  of  this 
sentiment.  I  will  only  observe,  that  perhaps  the  most  reflecting 
men  are  not  aware  how  far  a  society  is  indebted  for  activity  of  in- 
tellect, delicacy  of  manners,  and  the  strength  of  all  its  institutions, 
to  the  silent,  subtile  influence  of  the  thoughts  and  feelings  which 
are  kept  alive  in  the  breasts  of  multitudes  by  religious  instruction. 

There  is  another  most  important  consideration  for  pr^tioting  an 
enlightened  ministry.  Religious  teachers  there  certainly  will  be, 
of  one  description  or  another  ;  and  if  men  of  well  furnished  minds 
cannot  be  found  for  this  office,  we  shall  be  overwhelmed  by  the  ig- 
norant and  fanatical.  The  human  heart  is  disposed,  by  its  very 
nature,  to  religious  impressions,  and  it  wants  guidance,  wants  direc- 
tion, wants  the  light  and  fervor  of  other  minds,  in  this  most  inter- 
esting concern.  Conscious  of  weakness,  and  delighting  in  excite- 
ment, it  will  follow  the  blindest  guide,  who  speaks  with  confidence 
of  his  communications  with  Grod,  rather  than  advance  alone  iti  the 
religious  life.  An  enlightened  ministry  is  the  only  barrier  against 
fanaticism.  Remove  this,  and  popular  enthusiasts  would  sweep 
away  the  multitude  as  with  a  torrent,  would  operate  with  an  unre- 
sisted power  on  the  ardent  imagination  of  youth,  and  onjthe  devo- 
tional susceptibility  of  woman,  and  would  even  prostrate  cultivated 
minds  in  which  feeling  is  the  most  prominent  trait.  FeW  of  us 
consider  the  proneness  of  the  human  heart  to  extravagance  and 
fanaticism,  or  how  much  we  are  all  indebted  for  our  safety  to  the 
good  sense  and  intellectual  and  religious  improvement  of  ministers 
of  religion. 

Ignorant  ministers  are  driven  almost  by  necessity  to  fktlaticism. 
Unable  to  interest  their  hearers  by  i4[>peals  to  the  understanding, 
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and  by  clear,  judicious,  and  affecting  delineations  of  religion,  they 
can  only  acquire  and  maintain  the  ascendency  which  is  so  dear 
to  them,  by  inflaming  the  passions,  by  exciting  a  distempered  and 
ungoverned  sensibility,  and  by  perpetuating  ignorance  and  error. 
Every  man  of  observation  must  have  seen  melancholy  illustrations 
of  this  truth,  and  what  an  argument  does  it  afibrd  in  favor  of  an 
enlightened  ministry  ! 

Nothing  more  is  needed  to  show  the  great  interest  which  the 
community  ought  to  feel  in  the  education  of  young  men  for  the 
ministry.  But  it  will  be  asked,  Are  not  our  present  means  sufli- 
cient  ?  Are  not  our  pulpits  filled  with  well  furnished  and  enlight- 
ened teachers  ?  Why  seek  to  obtain  additional  aids  for  this 
important  end  ?  I  answer,  first,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  en- 
lightened ministers  is  not  trained  for  our  pulpits.  There  is  a 
demand  beyond  the  supply,  even  if  we  look  no  further  than  this 
Commonwealth;  and  if  we  look  through  the  whole  country,  we  shall 
see  an  immense  tract  of  the  spiritual  vineyard  uncultivated,  and 
uncultivated  for  want  of  laborers. — I  answer,  in  the  second  place, 
that  whilst  in  our  pulpits  we  have  ministers  whose  gifts  and  endow- 
ments entitle  them  to  respect,  we  yet  need  and  ought  to  possess  a 
more  enlightened  ministry.  Many  of  our  religious  teachers  will 
lament  to  us  the  deficiencies  of  their  education,  will  lament  that 
the  narrowness  of  their  circumstances  compelled  them  to  too  early 
an  entrance  on  their  work,  will  lament  that  they  were  deprived,  by 
the  imperfection  of  our  institutions,  of  many  aids  which  the  pre- 
paration for  the  ministry  requires.  We  have  indeed  many  good 
ministers.  But  we  ought  to  have  better.  We  may  have  better. 
But  unless  we  will  sow  more  liberally,  we  cannot  expect  a  richer 
harvest.  The  education  of  ministers  decides  very  much  their  fu- 
ture character,  and  where  this  is  incomplete,  we  must  not  expect 
to  be  blessed  with  powerful  and  impressive  instruction.  The  sum 
is,  we  need  an  increase  of  the  means  of  theological  education. 

But  it  will  be  asked.  Why  shall  we  advance  funds  for  the  educa- 
tion of  ministers,  rather  than  of  physicians  or  lawyers  ?  Why  are 
such  peculiar  aids  and  encouragenxents  needed  for  this  profession  ? 
Will  not  the  demand  for  ministers  obtain  a  supply,  just  as  the  demand 
for  every  other  species  of  talent  ?  This  reasoning  is  founded  on  a 
principle  generally  true,  that  demand  creates  a  supply;  but  every 
general  rule  has  its  exceptions,  and  it  is  one  of  the  highest  offices 
of  practical  wisdom  to  discern  the  cases  where  the  rule  fails  in  its 
application. 
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All  reasoning  should  give  place  to  fact.  Now  it  is  an  undenia- 
ble fact,  that  whilst  the  other  learned  professions  in  our  country  are 
crowded  and  overstocked,  whilst  the  supply  vastly  surpasses  the 
demand,  the  profession  of  the  ministry  is  ccnnparatively  deserted, 
and  candidates  of  respectable  standing,  instead  of  obtruding  them- 
selves in  crowds,  are  often  to  be  sought  with  a  degree  of  care  and 
difficulty. 

The  reason  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  difference  between  the 
ministry  and  other  professions.  Other  professions  hold  out  the 
strong  lures  of  profit  and  distinction.  They  appeal  to  the  ambi- 
tion, the  love  of  gain,  the  desire  of  rising  in  the  world,  which  are 
so  operative  on  youthful  minds.  These  lures  are  not,  and  ought 
not  to  be,  exhibited  by  the  ministry.  This  profession  makes  its 
chief  appeal  to  the  moral  and  religious  feelings  of  the  young, 
and  we  all  know  how  much  fainter  these  are  than  those  which  I 
have  previously  mentioned.  Can  we  wonder  then  that  the  ministry 
is  less  crowded  ? 

I  proceed  to  another  remark.  The  professions  of  law  and  medi- 
cine do  not  imperiously  demand  any  high  moral  qualifications  in 
those  who  embrace  them.  A  young  man,  whose  habits  are  not  al- 
together pure,  or  whose  character  is  marked  by  levity,  may  enter 
on  the  study  of  these  professions,  without  incurring  the  reproach 
of  impropriety  or  inconsistency  of  conduct.  The  ministry,  on  the 
other  hand,  demands  not  merely  unexceptionable  morals,  but  a  se- 
riousness of  mind,  and  a  propensity  to  contemplative  and  devout 
habits,  which  are  not  the  ordinary  characteristics  of  that  age,  when 
a  choice  must  be  made  of  the  business  of  life.  On  this  account 
the  number  of  the  young,  who  are  inclined  by  their  own  feelings 
and  advised  by  others  to  enter  the  ministry,  is  comparatively  small. 

I  am  now  led  to  another  reflection,  growing  out  of  the  last.  The 
profession  of  the  ministry  has  an  aspect  not  inviting  to  the  young. 
Youth  is  the  period  of  animation  and  gaiety.  But  to  the  hasty  ob- 
servation of  youth,  there  is  a  gloominess,  a  solemnity,  a  painful 
self-restraint  belonging  to  the  life  of  a  minister.  Even  young 
men  of  pure  morals  and  of  devotional  susceptibility  shrink  firom  an 
employment,  which  they  think  will  separate  them  from  the  world, 
and  impose  a  rigorous  discipline  and  painfiil  circumspection.  That 
path,  which  they  would  probably  find  most  tranquil  and  most  flowery, 
seems  to  them  beset  with  thorns.  Do  we  not  see  many  obstructions 
to  a  sufficient  supply  of  students  of  theology  ? 

I  now  proceed  to  another  most  important  consideration.  We 
have  seen,  that  a  large  number  of  young  men,  qualified  by  their 
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habits  and  feelings  for  the  ministry,  is  not  to  be  expected.  It  is ' 
also  a  fact,  and  a  very  decisive  fact,  that  young  men,  thus  qualified, 
generally  belong  to  families,  whose  circumstances  are  confined,  and 
whose  means  of  educating  their  children  are  exceedingly  narrow. 
From  this  class  of  society,  the  ministerial  profession,  as  is  weU 
known,  receives  its  largest  supplies.  Do  we  not  at  once  discover 
firom  this  statement,  that  this  profession  demands  firom  the  commv- 
nity  peculiar  encouragement  ? — Let  me  briefly  repeat  what  I  have 
said.  From  the  nature  of  the  ministry,  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
young  are  disposed  or  fitted  to  enter  it,  and  of  this  number  a  con- 
siderable part  are  unable  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  education  ; 
and  yet  the  community  has  the  highest  possible  interest  in  giving 
them  the  best  education  which  the  improvements  of  the  age  and  the 
opulence  of  the  country  will  admit.  Is  it  not  clear,  that  there  ought 
to  be  provided  liberal  funds  for  this  most  i^luable  object  ? 

Will  it  here  be  asked.  Why  the  candidate  for  the  ministry  cannot 
borrow  money  to  defray  the  charges  of  his  education  ?  I  answer, 
it  is  not  always  easy  for  him  to  borrow.  Besides,  a  debt  is  a  most 
distressing  incumbrance  to  a  man,  who  has  a  prospect  of  a  salary  so 
small,  that,  without  exertions  foreign  to  his  profession,  it  will  hutUy 
support  him.  Can  we  wonder  that  the  profession  is  declined  in 
preference  to  such  a  burden  ? 

Where  this  burden,  however,  is  chosen,  the  efiect  is  unhappy,  and 
the  cause  of  religion  is  often  a  sufferer.  The  candidate,  unwilling 
to  contract  a  larger  debt  than  is  indispensable  to  his  object,  hurries 
through  his  studies,  and  enters  unfurnbhed  and  unprepared  on  the 
ministry.  His  first  care  is,  as  it  should  be,  to  fi'ee  himself  from 
his  pecuniary  obligations  ;  and  for  this  end  he  endeavours  to  unite 
some  secular  employment  with  his  sacred  calling.  In  this  way  the 
spirit  of  study  and  of  his  profession  is  damped.  He  forms  negli- 
gent habits  in  hb  preparation  for  the  pulpit,  which  he  soon  thinks 
are  justified  by  the  wants  of  a  growing  family.  His  imperfect  ed- 
ucation therefore  is  never  completed.  His  mind  remains  stationa- 
ry. A  meitgre  library,  which  he  is  unable  to  enlarge,  furnishes  the 
weekly  food  for  his  flock,  who  are  forced  to  subsist  on  an  uninter- 
esting repetition  of  the  same  dull  thoughts. 

This  is  the  melancholy  history  of  too  many  who  enter  the  ministry. 
Few  young  men  among  us  are  in  fact  sufficiently  prepared,  and  the 
consequence  is,  that  religious  instruction  is  not  what  it  should  be. 
The  community  at  large  cannot  perhaps  understand  how  extensile 
a  preparation  the  ministry  requires.  .  There  is  one  idea,  however, 
which  should  teacl^  them,  that  it  ought  to  be  more  extensive  than 
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that  which  is  demanded  for  any  other  profession.  A  lawyer  and 
physician  begin  their  emp]o3niient  with  a  small  number  of  clients  or 
patients,  and  their  practice  is  confined  to  the  least  important  cases 
within  their  respective  departments.  They  have  therefore  much 
leisure  for  preparation  after  entering  on  their  pursuits,  and  gradu- 
ally rbe  into  public  notice.  Not  so  the  minister.  He  enters  at 
once  on  the  stage.  All  the  duties  of  a  parish  immediately  devolve 
upon  him.  His  connexion  at  the  first  moment  extends  to  as  large 
a  number  as  he  will  ever  be  called  to  serve.  His  station  is  at  first 
conspicuous.  He  is  literally  burdened  and  pressed  with  duties. 
The  mere  labor  of  composing  as  many  sermons  as  are  demanded 
of  him,  is  enough  to  exhaust  his  time  and  strength.  If  then  his  ed- 
ucation has  been  deficient,  how  is  it  to  be  repaired  ?  Amidst  these 
disadvantages,  can  we  wonder  that  the  mind  loses  its  spring,  and 
soon  becomes  satisfied  with  very  humble  pro4iictions  i  How  impor- 
tant is  it,  that  a  good  foundation  should  be  laid,  that  the  theological 
student  should  have  time  to  accumulate  some  intellectual  treasures, 
and  that  he  should  be  trained  under  circumstances  most  suited  to 
give  him  an  unconquerable  love  of  his  profession,  of  study,  and  of 
the  cause  to  which  he  is  devoted  ! 


o 

THE  SYSTEM  OF  EXCLUSION  AND  DENUNCIATION  IN  REUOION 
CONSIDERED.    1815. 

Nothing  is  plainer,  than  that  the  leaders  of  the  party  called  ^  Or- 
thodox,' have  adopted  and  mean  to  enforce  a  system  of  exclusion, 
in  regard  to  Liberal  Christians.  They  spare  no  pains  to  infect  the 
minds  of  their  too  easy  followers  with  the  persuasion,  that  they  ought 
to  refuse  communion  with  their  Unitarian  brethren,  and  to  deny  them 
the  name,  character,  and  privileges  of  Christians.  On  this  system, 
I  shall  now  ofi*er  several  observations. 

I  begin  with  an  important  suggestion.  I  beg  that  it  may  be  dis- 
tinctly understood,  that  the  zeal  of  Liberal  Christians  on  this  point 
nas  no  other  object,  than  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  church  of 
Christ.  We  are  pleading,  not  our  own  cause,  but  the  cause  of  our 
Master.  The  denial  of  our  christian  character  by  fallible  and  im- 
perfect men  gives  us  no  anxiety.  Our  relation  to  Jesus  Christ  is 
not  to  be  dissolved  by  the  breath  of  man.  Our  christian  rights 
do  not  depend  on  human  passions.     We  have  precisely  the  same 
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power  over  our  brethren,  which  they  have  over  us,  and  are  equallv 
authorised  to  sever  them  from  the  body  of  Christ.  Still  more  ;  if  the 
possession  of  truth  give  superior  weight  to  denunciation,  we  are 
persuaded  that  our  opposers  will  be  the  severest  sufferers,  should  we 
think  fit  to  hurl  back  the  sentei|pe  of  exclusion  and  condemnation. 
But  we  have  no  disposition  to  usurp  power  over  our  brethren.  We 
believe,  that  the  spirit  which  is  so  studiously  excited  against  our- 
selves, has  done  incalculable  injury  to  the  cause  of  Christ ;  and  we 
pray  God  to  deliver  us  from  its  power. 

Why  are  the  name,  character,  and  rights  of  Christians  to  be  de- 
nied to  Unitarians  ?  Do  they  deny  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  ?  do  they 
reject  his  word  as  the  rule  of  their  faith  and  practice  ?  do  their  lives 
discover  indifference  to  his  authority  and  example  ?  No,  these  are 
not  their  offences.  They  are  deficient  in  none  of  the  qualifications 
of  disciples,  which  wer^  required  in  the  primitive  age.  Their  of- 
fence is,  that  they  read  the  scriptures  for  themselves,  and  derive 
from  th^m  different  opinions  on  certain  points,  from  those  which  oth- 
ers have  adopted.  Mistake  of  judgment  is  their  pretended  crime, 
and  this  crime  is  laid  to  their  charge  by  men,  who  are  as  liable  to 
mistake  as  themselves,  and  who  seem  to  them  to  have  fallen  into 
some  of  the  grossest  errors.  A  condemning  sentence  from  such 
judges  carries  with  it  no  terror.  Sorrow  for  its  uncharitableness, 
and  strong  disapprobation  of  its  arrogance,  are  the  principal  feel- 
ings which  it  inspires. 

It  is  truly  astonishing,  that  Christians  are  not  more  impressed 
with  the  unbecoming  spirit,  the  arrogant  style,  of  those,  who  deny 
the  christian  charactei*  to  professed  and  exemplary  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ,  because  they  differ  in  opinion  on  some  of  the  most 
subtile  and  diflicult  subjects  of  theology.  A  stranger,  at  hearing 
the  language  of  these  denouncers,  would  conclude,  without  a  doubt, 
that  they  were  clothed  with  infallibility^  and  were  appointed  to  sit  in 
judgment  on  their  brethren.  But  for  myself,  I  know  not  a  shadow 
of  pretence  for  the  language  of  superiority  assumed  by  our  adver- 
saries. Are  they  exempted  from  the  common  frailty  of  our  nature  ? 
Has  God  given  them  superior  intelligence  ?  Were  they  educated 
under  circumstances  more  favorable  to  improvement  than  those 
whom  they  condemn  ?  Have  they  brought  to  the  scriptures  more 
serious,  anxious,  and  unwearied  attention  ?  Or  do  their  lives  ex- 
press a  deeper  reverence  for  God  and  for  his  Son  ?  No.  Thejr 
are  fallible,  imperfect  men,  possessing  no  higher  means,  and  no 
stronger  motives  for  studying  the  word  of  God,  than  their  Unitarian 
brethren.    And  yet  their  language  to  them  is  virtually  this  ; — *  We 
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proooance  jou  to  be  in  error,  and  in  most  dangerous  error.  We 
know  that  we  are  right,  and  that  you  are  wrong,  in  regard  to  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  Tou  are  unworthy  the  chris- 
tian name,  and  unfit  to  sit  with  us  at  the  table  of  Christ.  We  offer 
you  the  truth,  and  you  reject  it  at  the  peril  of  your  souls.'  Such 
is  the  language  of  humble  Christians  to  men,  who  in  capacity  and 
apparent  piety  are  not  inferior  to  themselves.  This  language  has 
spread  from  the  leaders  through  a  considerable  part  of  the  commu- 
nity. Men.  in  those  walks  of  life  which  leave  them  without  leisure 
or  opportunities  for  improvement,  are  heard  to  decide  on  the  most 
intricate  points,  and  to  pass  sentence  on  men,  whose  lives  have 
been  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  scriptures.  The  female,  forget- 
ting the  tenderness  of  her  sex,  and  the  limited  advantages  which 
her  education  affords  for  a  critical  study  of  the  scriptures,  inveighs 
with  bitterness  against  the  damnable  errors  of  such  men  as  New- 
ton, Locke,  Clarke  and  Price  !  The  young,  too,  forget  the  mod- 
esty which  belongs  to  their  age,  and  hurl  condemnation  on  the  head 
which  has  grown  gray  in  the  service  of  God  and  mankind.  Need 
I  ask,  whether  this  spirit  of  denunciation  for  supposed  error  be- 
comes the  humble  and  fallible  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ? 

In  vindication  of  this  system  of  exclusion  and  denunciation,  it  is 
often  urged,  that  the  ^  honor  of  religion,'  the  ^  purity  of  the  church,' 
and  the  '  cause  of  truth,'  forbid  those  who  hold  the  true  gospel,  to 
maintain  fellowship  with  those  who  support  corrupt  and  injurious 
opinions.  Without  stopping  to  notice  the  modesty  of  those  who 
claim  an  exclusive  knowledge  of  the  true  gospel,  I  would  answer, 
that  the  '  honor  of  religion '  can  never  suffer  by  admitting  to  chris- 
tian fellowship  men  of  irreproachable  lives,  whilst  it  has  suffered 
most  severely  from  that  narrow  and  uncharitable  spirit,  which  has 
excluded  such  men  for  imagined  errors.  I  answer  again,  that  Uhe 
cause  of  truth'  can  never  suffer  by  admitting  to  christian  fellowship 
men,  who  honestly  profess  to  make  the  scriptures  their  rule  of 
faith  and  practice^  whilst  it  has  suffered  most  severely  by  substitu- 
ting for  this  standard  conformity  to  human  creeds  and  formularies. 
It  is  truly  wonderful,  if  excommunication  for  supposed  error  be  the 
method  of  purifying  the  church,  that  the  church  has  been  so  long 
and  so  woflilly  corrupted.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  deficien- 
cies of  Christians  in  other  respects,  they  have  certainly  discovered 
no  criminal  reluctance  in  applying  this  instrument  of  purification. 
Could  the  thunders  and  lightnings  of  excommunication  have  cor- 
rected the  atmosphere  of  the  church,  not  one  pestilential  vapor 
would  have  loaded  it  for  ages.     The  air  of  Paradise  would  not  have 
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been  more  pure,  more  refreBhing.  But  what  does  history  tell  us  ? 
It  tells  us,  that  the  spirit  of  exclusion  and  denunciation  has  con- 
tributed more  than  all  other  causes  to  the  corruption  of  the  church, 
to  the  diffusion  of  error ;  and  has  rendered  the  records  of  the  chris- 
tian community  as  black,  as  bloody,  as  revolting  to  humanity,  as 
the  records  of  empires  founded  on  conquest  and  guilt. 

But  it  is  said,  Did  not  the  apostle  denounce  the  err<meoas,  and 
pronounce  a  curse  on  the  '  abettors  of  another  gospel  ? '  This  is 
the  strong  hold  of  the  friends  of  denunciation.  But  let  us  never 
forget,  that  the  apostles  were  inspired  men,  capable  of  marking  out 
with  unerring  certainty,  those  who  substituted  '  another  gospel '  for 
the  true.  Show  us  their  successors,  and  we  wiU  cheerfully  obey 
them. 

It  is  also  important  to  recollect'  the  character  of  those  men, 
against  whom  the  apostolic  anathema  was  directed.  They  were 
men^  who  knew  distinctly  what  the  apostles  taught,  and  yet  opposed 
it ;  and  who  endeavoured  to  sow  division,  and  to  gain  foUowers,  in 
the  churches  which  the  apostles  had  planted.  These  men,  resist- 
ing the  known  instructions  of  the  authorised  and  inspired  teachers 
of  the  gospel,  and  discovering  a  factious,  selfish,  mercenary  spirit, 
were  justly  excluded  as  unworthy  the  christian  name.  But  what 
in  common  with  these  men,  have  the  Christians  whom  it  is  the  cus- 
tom of  the  ^  Orthodox '  to  denounce  ?  Do  these  oppose  what  they 
know  to  be  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  his  apostles  ?  Do  they  not 
revere  Jesus  and  his  inspired  messengers  ?  Do  they  not  dissent 
from  their  brethren,  simply  because  they  believe  that  their  brethren 
dissent  from  their  Lord  ? — Let  us  not  forget,  that  the  contest  at 
the  present  day,  is  not  between  the  apostles  themselves  and  men  ^ 
who  oppose  their  known  instructions,  but  between  uninspired 
Christians,  who  equally  receive  the  apostles  as  authorised  teachers 
of  the  gospel,  and  who  only  differ  in  judgment  as  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  their  writings.  How  unjust,  then,  is  it  for  any  class  of  Chris- 
tians, to  confound  their  opponents  with  the  factious  and  unprinci- 
pled sectarians  of  the  primitive  age.  Mistake  in  judgment  is  the 
heaviest  charge  which  one  denomination  has  now  a  right  to  urge 
against  another  ;  and  do  we  find  that  the  apostles  ever  denounced 
mistake  as  ^  awfiil  and  fatal  hostility '  to  the  gospel,  that  they  pro- 
nounced anathemas  on  men  who  wished  to  obey,  but  who  misap- 
prehended their  doctrines  ?  The  apostles  well  remembered,  that 
none  ever  mistook  more  widely  than  themselves.  They  remember- 
ed, too,  the  lenity  of  their  Lord  towards  their  errors,  and  this  lenity 
they  cherished  and  labored  to  diffuse. 
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But  it  is  asked,  Have  not  Christians  a  right  to  bear  ^  solemn 
testimony '  against  opinions  which  are  '  utterly  subversive  of  the 
gospel,  and  most  dangerous  to  men's  eternal  interests  ? '  To  this  I 
answer,  that  the  opinions  of  men,  who  discover  equal  intelligence 
and  piety  with  ourselves,  are  entitled  to  respectful  consideration. 
If  after  inquiry  they  seem  erroneous  and  injurious,  we  are  author- 
ised and  bound,  according  to  our  ability,  to  expose,  by  fair  and 
serious  argument,  their  nature  and  tendency.  But  I  maintain,  that 
we  have  no  right  as  individuals,  or  in  an  associated  capacity,  to 
bear  our  <  solemn  testimony '  against  these  opinions,  by  menacing 
with  ruin  the  Christian  who  listens  to  them,  or  by  branding  them 
with  the  most  terrifying  epithets,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
candid  inquiry  into  their  truth.  This  is  the  feshionable  mode  of 
^  bearing  testimony,'  and  it  is  a  weapon  which  will  always  be  most 
successful  in  the  hands  of  the  proud,  the  positive,  and  overbearing, 
who  are  most  impatient  of  contradiction,  and  have  least  regard  to 
the  rights  of  their  brethren. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  right  of  Christians,  as  to  bearing  tes- 
timony against  opinions  which  they  deem  injurious,  I  deny  that 
they  have  any  right  to  pass  a  condemning  sentence,  on  account 
of  these  opinions,  on  the  characters  of  men  whose  general  deport- 
ment is  conformed  to  the  gospel  of  Christ.  Both  scripture  and 
reason  unite  in  teaching,  that  the  best  and  only  standard  of  char- 
acter is  the  life  ;  and  he  who  overlooks  the  testimony  of  a  christian 
life,  and  grounds  a  sentence  of  condemnation  on  opinions,  about 
which  he  as  well  as  bis  brother  may  err,  violates  most  flagrantly 
the  duty  of  just  and  candid  judgment,  and  opposes  the  peaceful  and 
charitable  spirit  of  the  gospel.  Jesus  Christ  says,  ^  By  their  fruits 
shall  ye  know  them.'  ^  Not  every  one,  that  saith  unto  me,  Lord, 
Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heayen,  but  be  who  doeth 
the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.'  ^  Ye  are  my  friends, 
if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  command  you.'  ^  He  that  heareth  and  doeth 
these  my  sayings,'  i.  e.  the  precepts  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
'  I  will  liken  him  to  a  man  who  built  his  house  upon  a  rock.'  It 
would  be  easy  to  multiply  similar  passages.  The  whole  scriptures 
teach  us,  that  he  and  he  only  is  a  Christian,  whose  life  is  governed 
by  the  precepts  of  the  gospel,  and  that  by  this  standard  alone,  the 
profession  of  this  religion  should  be  tried.  We  do  not  deny,  that 
our  brethren  have  a  right  to  form  a  judgment  as  to  our  christian 
character.  But  we  insist  that  we  have  a  right  to  be  judged  by  the 
feirest,  the  most  approved,  and  the  most  settled  rules,  by  which 
character  can  be  tried  ;  and  when  these  are  overlooked,  and  the 
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most  uncertain  standard  is  applied,  we  are  injured  ;  and  an  assault 
on  character,  which  rests  on  this  ground,  deserves  no  better  name 
than  defamation  and  persecution. 

I  know  that  this  suggestion  of  persecution  will  be  indignantly  re- 
pelled by  those,  who  deal  most  largely  in  denunciation.  But  perse- 
cution is  a  wrong  or  injury  inflicted  for  opinions;  and  surely  assaults 
on  character  fall  under  this  definition.  Some  persons  seem  to  think, 
that  persecution  consists  in  pursuing  error  with  fire  and  sword ; 
and  that  therefore  it  has  ceased  to  exist,  except  in  distempered  im- 
aginations, because  no  class  of  Christians  among  us  is  armed  with 
these  terrible  weapons.  But  no.  The  form  is  changed,  but  the 
spirit  lives.  Persecution  has  given  up  its  halter  and  fagot,  but  it 
breathes  venom  fi'om  its  lips,  and  secretly  blasts  what  it  cannot 
openly  destroy.  For  example,  a  Liberal  minister,  however  circum- 
spect in  his  walk,  however  irreproachable  in  all  his  relations,  no 
sooner  avows  his  honest  convictions  on  some  of  the  most  difficult 
subjects,  than  hb  name  begins  to  be  a  by-word.  A  thousand  sus- 
picions are  infused  into  his  hearers  ;  and  it  is  insinuated,  that  he  is 
a  minister  of  Satan,  in  ^  the  guise  of  an  angel  of  light.'  At  a  little 
distance  from  his  home,  calunmy  assumes  a  bolder  tone.  He  is  pro- 
nounced an  infidel,  and  it  is  gravely  asked,  whether  he  believes  in 
a  God.  At  a  greater  distance,  his  morals  are  assailed.  He  is  a 
man  of  the  world, '  leading  souls  to  hell,'  to  gratify  the  most  selfish 
passions.  But  notwithstanding  all  this,  he  must  not  say  a  word 
about  persecution,  for  reports  like  these  rack  no  limbs  ;  they  do  not 
even  injure  a  hair  of  his  head  ;  and  how  then  b  he  persecuted  ? — 
Now  for  myself,  I  am  as  willing  that  my  adversary  should  take  my 
purse  or  my  life,  as  that  he  should  rob  me  of  my  reputation,  rob  me 
of  the  affection  of  my  friends,  and  of  my  means  of  doing  good. 
^  He  who  takes  firom  me  my  good  name,'  takes  the  best  posses- 
sion of  which  human  power  can  deprive  me.  It  is  true,  that  a 
Christian's  reputation  is  comparatively  a  light  object;  and  so  is  his 
property,  so  b  hb  life;  all  are  light  things  to  him,  whose  hope  b 
full  of  immortality.  But,  of  all  worldly  blessings,  an  honest  reputa- 
tion is  to  many  of  us  the  most  precious;  and  he  who  robs  us  of  it,b 
the  most  injurious  of  mankind,  and  among  the  worst  of  persecutors. 
Let  not  the  friends  of  denunciation  attempt  to  escape  thb  charge, 
by  pleading  their  sense  of  duty,  and  their  sincere  desire  to  promote 
the  cause  of  truth.  St.  Dominic  was  equally  sincere,  when  he 
built  the  Inquisition;  and  I  doubt  not  that  many  torturers  of  Chris- 
tians have  fortified  their  reluctant  minds,  at  the  moment  of  apply- 
ing the  rack  and  the  burning  iron,  by  the  sincere  conviction^  that 
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the  cause  of  truth  required  the  sacrifice  of  its  foes  I  heg  that 
these  remarks  may  not  be  applied  indiscriminately  to  the  party 
called  '  Orthodox/  among  whom  are  multitudes,  whose  humility 
and  charity  would  revolt  from  making  themselves  the  standards  of 
christian  piety,  and  firom  assailing  the  christian  character  of  their 
brethren. 

Many  other  considerations  may  be  added  to  those  which  have 
been  already  urged,  against  the  system  of  excluding  from  christian 
fellowship  men  of  upright  lives,  on  account  of  their  opinions.  It 
necessarily  generates  perpetual  discord  in  the  church.  Men  dif- 
fer in  opinions  as  much  as  in  features.  No  two  minds  are  per- 
fectly accordant.  The  shades  of  belief  are  infinitely  diversified. 
Amidst  this  immense  variety  of  sentiment,  every  man  is  right  in 
his  own  eyes.  Every  man  discovers  errors  in  the  creed  of  his 
brother.  £very  man  is  prone  to  magnify  the  importance  of  his 
own  peculiarities,  and  to  discover  danger  in  the  peculiarities  of 
others.  This  is  human  nature.  £very  man  is  partial  to  his  own 
opinions,  because  they  are  his  own,  and  his  self-will  and  pride  are 
wounded  by  contradiction.  Now  what  must  we  expect,  when  be- 
ings so  erring,  so  divided  in  sentiment,  and  so  apt  to  be  unjust  to 
the  views  of  others,  assert  the  right  of  excluding  one  another  from 
the  christian  church  on  account  of  imagined  error  ?  As  the  scrip- 
tures confine  this  right  to  no  individual  and  to  no  body  of  Chris- 
tians, it  belongs  alike  to  all;  and  what  must  we  expect,  when  Chris- 
tians of  all  capacities  and  dispositions,  the  ignorant,  prejudiced, 
and  self-conceited,  imagine  it  their  duty  to  prescribe  opinions  to 
Christendom,  and  to  open  or  to  shut  the  door  of  the  church  accor- 
ding to  the  decision  which  their  neighbours  may  form  on  some  of 
the  most  perplexing  points  of  theology  ?  This  question,  unhappily, 
has  received  answer  upon  answer  in  ecclesiastical  history.  We 
there  see  Christians  denouncing  and  excommunicating  one  another 
for  supposed  error,  until  every  denomination  has  been  pronounced 
accursed  by  some  portion  of  the  christian  world;  so  that  were  the 
curses  of  men  to  prevail,  not  one  human  being  would  enter  heaven. 
To  me  it  appears,  that  to  plead  for  the  right  of  excluding  men  of 
blameless  lives,  on  account  of  their  opinions,  is  to  sound  the  peal 
of  perpetual  and  universal  war.  Arm  men  with  this  power,  and 
we  shall  haVe  'nothing  but  thunder.^  Some  persons  are  sufli- 
ciently  simple  to  imagine,  that  if  this  '  horrid  Unitarianism '  were 
once  hunted  down,  and  put  quietly  into  its  grave,  the  church  would 
be  at  peace.  But  no  :  our  present  contests  have  their  origin,  not 
in  the  '  enormities '  of  Unitarianism,  but  very  much  in  the  prin- 
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ciples  of  human  nature,  in  the  love  of  power,  in  in^Mitience  of 
oontradietion,  in  men's  poaaion  for  imposing  their  own  riews  upon 
others,  in  the  sai»e  causes  which  render  them  anxious  to  make 
proseljtes  to  all  their  opinions.  Were  Unitarianism  quietly  in- 
terred, another  and  another  hideous  form  of  error  would  start  up 
before  the  zealous  guardians  of  the  ^  purity  of  the  church.'  The 
Arminian,  from  whom  the  pursuit  has  been  diverted  for  a  time  by 
his  more  offending  Unitarian  brother,  would  soon  be  awakened 
fVom  his  dream  of  security,  by  the  clamor  of  denunciation  ;  and 
should  the  Arminian  fall  a  prey,  the  Calvinists  wonld  then  find  time 
to  look  into  the  controversies  among  themselves,  and  almost  every 
class  would  discover,  with  the  eagle  eye  of  their  brethren  at  New- 
York,  that  those  who  differ  from  them  hold  ^another  gospel,' 
and  ought  to  be  ^  resisted  and  denounced.'  Thus  the  wars  of 
Christians  will  be  perpetual.  Never  will  there  be  peace,  until 
Christians  agree  to  differ,  and  agree  to  look  for  the  evidences  of 
christian  character  in  the  temper  and  the  life. 

Another  argument  against  this  pvaetice  of  denounoi^  the 
scrppesed*  errors  of  sineere  professors  of  Christiamty,  is  this.  It 
exalte  to  sapremacy  in  the  church,  men  who  have  the  least  claim 
to  influence.  Humble,  meek,  and  affectionate  Christians  are  least 
disposed  to  make  creeds  for  their  brethren,  and  to  denounce  those 
who  differ  from  them.  On  the  contrary,  the  impetuous,  proud, 
and  enthusiastic,  men  who  cannot  or  will  not  weigh  the  arguments 
of  opponents^  are  always  most  positive,  and  most  unsparing  in 
denunciation.  These  take  the  lead  in  a  system  of  exclusion. 
They  have  no  false  modesty,  no  false  charity,  to  shackle  their  zeal 
in  framing  fundamentals  for  their  brethren,  and  in  punishing  the 
obstinate  in  error.  The  consequence  is,  that  creeds  are  formed, 
which  exchide  from  Christ's  church  some  of  his  truest  followers, 
which  outrage  reason  as  well  as  revelation,  and  which  subsequent 
ages  are  obliged  to  mutilate  and  explain  away,  lest  the  whole  re- 
ligion be  rejected  by  men  of  reflection.  Such  has  been  the  history 
of  the  church.  It  is  strange  that  we  do  not  learn  wisdom  from  the 
past.  What  man,  who  feels  his  own  fallibility,  who  sees  the  errors 
into  which  the  positive  and  ^  orthodox '  of  former  timed  have  been 
betrayed,  and  who^  considers  his  own  utter  inability  to  decide  on 
the  degree  of  truth,  which  every  mind,  of  every  capacity,  must  re- 
ceive in  order  to  salvation,  will  not  tremble  at  the  responsibility  of 
prescribing  to  his  brethren,  in  his  own  words,  the  views  they  must 
maintain  on  the  most  perplexing  subjects  of  religion  ?  Humility 
will  always  leave  this  work  to  others. 
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Another  important  consideration  is,  that  this  system  of  excluding 
men  of  apparent  sincerity,  for  their  opinions,  entirely  subverts  free 
inquiry  into  the  scriptures.  When  once  a  particular  system  is 
surrounded  by  this  bulwark;  when  once  its  defenders  have  brought 
the  majority  to  believe,  that  the  rejection  of  it  is  a  mark  of  deprav- 
ity and  perdition,  what  but  the  name  of  liberty  is  left  to  Christians? 
The  obstacles  to  inquiry  are  as  real,  and  may  be  as  powerful,  as 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Inquisition.  The  multitude  dare  not 
think,  and  the  thinking  dare  not  speak.  The  right  of  private 
judgment  may  thus,  in  a  Protestant  country,  be  reduced  to  a  nullity. 
It  is  true,  that  men  are  sent  to  the  scriptures;  but  they  are  told 
before  they  go,  that  they  will  be  driven  from  the  churchmen  earth 
and  in  heaven,  unless  they  find  in  the  scriptures  the  doctrines  which 
are  embodied  in  the  popular  creed.  They  are  told,  indeed,  to  in- 
quire for  themselves;  but  they  are  also  told,  at  what  points  inquiry 
must  arrive;  and  the  sentence  of  exclusion  hangs  over  them,  if 
they  happen  to  stray,  with  some  of  the  best  and  wisest  men,  into 
forbidden  paths.  Now  this  '  Protestant  liberty '  is,  in  one  respect, 
more  irritating  than  Papal  bondage.  It  mocks  as  well  as  enslaves 
us.  It  talks  to  us  courteously  as  friends  and  brethren,  whilst 
it  rivets  our  chains.  It  invites  and  even  charges  us  to  look  with 
our  own  eyes,  but  with  the  same  breath  warns  us  against  seeing 
anjrthing  which  Orthodox  eyes  have  not  seen  before  us.  Is  this  a 
state  of  things  favorable  to  serious  inquiry  into  the  truths  of  the 
gospel ;  yet,  how  long  has  the  church  been  groaning  under  this 
cruel  yoke  ? 

Another  objection  to  this  system  of  excluding  professed  disciples 
of  Christ,  on  account  of  their  opinions,  is,  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  great  principles  of  Congregationalism.  In  churches, 
where  the  power  is  lodged  in  a  few  individuals,  who  are  supposed 
to  be  the  most  learned  men  in  the  community,  the  work  of  marking 
out  and  excluding  the  erroneous  may  seem  less  difficult.  But 
among  Congregationalists,  the  tribunal  before  which  the  offender 
is  to  be  brought  is  the  whole  church,  consisting  partly  of  men  in 
humble  circumstances,  and  of  unimproved  minds;  partly  of  men 
engaged  in  active  and  pressing  business;  and  partly  of  men  of 
education,  whose  studies  have  been  directed  to  law  and  medicine. 
Now  is  this  a  tribunal,  before  which  the  most  intricate  points  of 
theology  are  to  be  discussed,  and  serious  inquirers  are  to  answer  for 
opinions,  which  they  have  perhaps  examined  more  laboriously  and 
faithfully  than  all  their  judges  ?  Would  a  church  of  humble  men, 
conscious  of  their  limited  opportunities,  consent  to  try,  for  these 
4R 
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pretended  crimes,  professing  Christians,  as  inteUigent,  as  honest, 
and  as  exemplary  as  themselves  ?  It  is  evident,  that  in  the  busi* 
ness  of  excluding  men  for  opinions,  a  church  can  be  little  more 
than  the  tool  of  the  minister,  or  a  few  influential  members;  and  our 
churches  are,  in  general,  too  independent  and  too  upright  to  take 
this  part  in  so  solemn  a  transaction.  To  correct  their  deficiencies, 
and  to  quicken  their  zeal  on  this  point,  we  are  now  threatened  with 
new  tribunals,  or  Consociations,  whose  office  it  will  be  to  try  minis- 
ters for  their  ^ rrors,  to  inspect  the  churches,  and  to  advise  and  assist 
them  in  the  extirpation  of  ^  heresy.'  Whilst  the  laity  are  slumber- 
ing, the  ancient  and  free  constitution  of  our  churches  is  silently 
undermined,  and  is  crumbling  away.  Since  argument  is  insuffi- 
cient to  produce  uniformity  of  opinion,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
more  powerful  instruments  of  conviction;  I  mean,  to  ecclssiastical 
COURTS.  And  are  this  people  indeed  prepared  to  submit  to  this 
most  degrading  form  of  vassalage;  a,  vassalage,  which  reaches  and 
palsies  the  mind,  and  imposes  on  it  the  dreams  and  fictions  of  men, 
for  the  everlasting  truth  of  God  ! 

These  remarks  lead  me  to  the  last  consideration  which  I  shall 
urge  against  the  proposed  system  of  exclusion  and  separation. 
This  system  will  shake  to  the  foundation  our  religious  institutions, 
and  destroy  many  habits  and  connexions  which  have  had  the  hap- 
piest influence  on  the  religious  character  of  this  people.  In  the  first 
place,  if  christian  communion  and  all  acknowledgements  of  chris- 
tian character  are  to  be  denied  on  the  ground  of  difference  of 
opinion,  the  annual  ^  Convention  of  Congregational  Ministers,  of 
Massachusetts,'  that  ancient  bond  of  union,  must  be  dissolved; 
and  .-n  its  dissolution  we  shall  lose  the  edifying,  honorable,  and  rare 
example  of  ministers  regularly  assembling,  not  to  exercise  power 
and  to  fetter  the  conscience,  but  to  reciprocate  kind  affection,  and 
to  unite  in  sending  relief  to  the  families  of  their  deceased  brethren. 
This  event  may  gladden  the  heart  of  the  sectarian;  it  will  carry 
no  joy  to  the  widow  and  orphan. — In  the  next  place,  the  ^  Associa- 
tions of  Ministers,'  in  our  different  counties,  must  in  many  cases  be 
broken  up,  to  make  room  for  new  associations,  founded  oi^similar- 
ity  of  opinion.  Thus,  that  intercourse,  which  now  subsists  be- 
tween ministers  of  different  persuasions,  and  which  tends  to  enlarge 
the  mind,  and  to  give  a  liberality  to  the  feelings,  will  be  diminished, 
if  not  destroyed;  and  ministers,  becoming  more  contracted  and 
exclusive,  will  communicate  more  of  this  unhappy  spirit  to  their 
societies. — In  the  next  place,  neighbouring  churches,  which,  from 
their  very  foundation,  have  cultivated  christian  communion,  and 
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counselled  and  comforted  each  other,  will  be  matually  estranged, 
and  catching  the  temper  of  their  religious  guides,  will  exchange 
fellowship  for  denunciation  ;  and  instead  of  delighting  in  each 
other's  prosperity,  will  seek  each  other's  destruction. — Again;  in 
the  same  church,  where  Christians  of  different  views  have  long 
acknowledged  each  other  as  disciples  of  our  Master,  and  have  par- 
taken the  same  feast  of  charity,  angry  divisions  will  break  forth, 
parties  will  be  marshalled  under  different  leaders,  the  sentence  of 
excolnmunication  will  be  hurl(?d  by  the  majority  on  their  guiltless 
brethren  (if  the  majority  should  be  *  orthodox'),  and  thus  anger, 
heart-burnings,  and  bitter  recriminations  will  spread  through  many 
of  our  towns  and  churches. — Again  ;  many  of  our  religious  socie- 
ties will  be  rent  asunder,  their  ministers  dismissed,  and  religious 
institutions  cease.  It  is  well  known,  that  many  of  our  country 
parishes  are  able  to  support  but  a  single  minister.  At  the  same 
time,  they  are  divided  in  sentiment ;  and  nothing  but  a  spirit  of 
charity  and  forbearance  has  produced  that  union,  by  which  public  > 
wx>rship  has  been  maintained.  Once  let  the  proposed  war  be  pro- 
claimed, let  the  standard  of  party  be  raised,  and  a  minister  must 
look  for  support  to  that  party  only  to  which  he  is  attached.  An 
'  Orthodox '  minister  should  blush  to  ask  it  from  men,  whom  he  de- 
nounces for  honest  opinions,  and  to  whom  he  denies  all  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  gospel.  It  surely  cannot  be  expected  that  Liberal 
Christians  will  contribute,  by  their  property,  to  uphold  a  system  of 
exclusion  and  intolerance  directed  against  themselves.  What  then 
will  be  the  fate  of  many  of  our  societies  ?  ^  Their  ministers,  even 
now,  can  with  difficulty  maintain  the  conflict  with  other  denomina- 
tions. Must  they  not  sink,  when  deserted  by  their  most  efficient 
friends  ?  Many  societies  will  be  lefi,  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd, 
a  prey  to  those  whom  we  call  sectarians,  but  who  will  no  longer 
have  an  exclusive  right  to  the  name,  if  the  system  of  division,  which 
has  been  proposed,  be  adopted.  Many  ministers  will  be  compelled 
to  leave  the  field  of  their  labors  and  their  prospects  of  usefulness; 
and  I  fear  the  ministry  will  lose  its  hold  on  the  affection  and  vene- 
ration of  men,  when  it  shaU  have  engendered  so  much  division  and 
contention. — But  this  is  not  all.  The  system  of  denying  the  chris- 
tian name  to  those  who  differ  from  us  in  interpreting  the  scriptures, 
will  carry  discord  not  only  into  churches,  but  families.  In  how 
many  instances  are  heads  of  families  divided  in  opinion  on  the 
present  subjects  of  controversy.  Hitherto  they  have  loved  each 
other  as  partakers  of  the  same  glorious  hopes,  and  have  repaired 
in  their  domestic  joys  and  sorrows  to  the  same  God,  (as  they  imag- 
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ined,)  through  the  same  Mediator.  But  now  thej  are  taught,  that 
they  have  different  Crods  and  different  gospels,  and  are  taught  that 
the  friends  of  truth  are  not  to  hold  communion  with  its  rejecters. 
Let  this .  doctrine  be  received,  and  one  of  the  tenderest  ties  by 
which  many  wedded  hearts  are  knit  together  will  be  dissolved 
The  family  altar  must  fall.  Religion  will  be  known  in  many  a 
domestic  retreat,  not  as  a  bond  of  union,  but  a  subject  of  debate, 
a  source  of  discord  or  depression. 

Now  I  ask,  For  what  boon  are  all  these  sacrifices  to  be  made  ? 
The  great  end  is,  that  certain  opinions,  which  have  been  embraced 
by  many  serious  and  inquiring  Christians  as  the  truth  of  €rod,  may 
be  driven  from  the  church,  and  be  dreaded  by  the  people  as  among 
the  worst  of  crimes.  Uniforfnity  of  opinion,  that  airy  good,  which 
emperors,  popes,  councils,  ^nods,  bishops,  and  ministers  have  been 
seeking  for  ages,  by  edicts,  creeds,  threatenings,  excommunications, 
inquisitions,  and  flames, — this  is  the  great  object  of  the  system 
of  exclusion,  separation,  and  denunciation  which  is  now  to  be  in- 
troduced. To  this  we  are  to  sacrifice  our  established  habits  and 
bonds  of  union,  and  this  is  to  be  pursued  by  means,  which,  as  many 
reflecting  men  believe,  threaten  our  dearest  rights  and  liberties. 

It  is  sincerely  hoped,  that  reflecting  laymen  will  no  longer  shut 
their  eyes  on  this  subject.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  our  long 
established  Congregational  form  of  church  government  is  menaced, 
and  tribunals  unknown  to  our  churches,  and  unknown,  as  we  be- 
lieve, to  the  scriptures,  are  to  be  introduced;  and  introduced  for  the 
very  purpose,  that  the  supposed  errors  and  mistakes  of  ministers 
and  private  Christians  may  be  tried  and  punished  as  heresies;  that 
is,  as  crimes.  In  these  tribunals,  as  in  all  ecclesiastical  bodies,  the 
clergy,  who  make  theology  their  profession,  will  of  necessity  have 
a  preponderating  influence,  so  that  the  question  now  before  the 
public  is  in  fact  only  a  new  form  of  the  old  controversy,  which  has 
agitated  all  ages;  viz.  whether  the  clergy  shall  think  for  the  laity, 
or  prescribe  to  them  their  religion.  Were  this  question  fairly 
proposed  to  the  public,  there  would  be  but  one  answer;  but  it  is 
wrapped  up  in  a  dark  phraseology  about  the  purity  and  order  of 
the  church,  a  phraseology,  which,  I  believe,  imposes  on  multitudes 
of  ministers  as  well  as  laymen,  and  induces  acquiescence  in  meas- 
ures, the  real  tendency  of  which  they  would  abhor.  It  is,  I  hope, 
from  no  feeling  of  party,  but  from  a  sincere  regard  to  the  religion 
of  Christ,  that  I  would  rouse  the  slumbering  minds  of  this  commu- 
nity to  the  dangers  which  hang  over  their  religious  institutions. 
No  power  is  so  rapidly  accumulated,  or  so  dreadfully  abused,  as 
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eeclemasttcal  power.  It  assails  men  with  menaces  of  eteraal  wo, 
unless  they  submit,  and  gradually  awes  the  most  stubborn  and 
strongest  minds  into  subjection.  I  mean  not  to  ascribe  the  inten- 
tion of  introducing  ecclesiastical  tyranny  to  any  class  of  Christians 
among  us ;  but  I  belieye,  that  many,  in  the  fervor  of  a  zeal  which 
may  be  essentially  virtuous,  are  about  to  touch  with  unhallowed 
hands  the  ark  of  Grod,  to  support  Christianity  by  measures  which 
its  mild  and  charitable  spirit  abhors.  I  believe,  that  many,  over- 
looking the  principles  of  human  nature,  and  the  history  of  the 
church,  are  about  to  set  in  motion  a,spring  of  which  they  know 
not  the  force,  and  cannot  calculate  the  effects.  I  believe,  that  the 
seed  of  spiritual  tyranny  is  sown,  and  although  to  a  careless  spec- 
tator it  may  seem  the  ^  smallest  of  all  seeds,'  it  has  yet,  within  it- 
self, a  fatal  principle  of  increase,  and  may  yet  darken  this  region 
of  our  country  with  its  deadly  branches. 

The  time  is  come,  when  the  •friends  of  christian  liberty  and 
christian  charity  are  called  to  awake,  and  to  remember  their  duties 
to  themselves,  to  posterity,  and  to  the  church  of  Christ.  The 
time  is  come,  when  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the  freedom  of 
our  churches  must  be  defended  with  zeal.  The  time  is  come, 
when  menace  and  denunciation  must  be  met  with  a  spirit,  which 
will  show  that  we  dread  not  the  frowns,  and  lean  not  on  the  favor 
of  man.  The  time  is  come,  when  every  expression  of  superiority 
on  the  part  of  our  brethren  should  be  repelled  as  criminal  usurpa- 
tion. But  in  doing  this,  let  the  friends  of  liberal  and  genuine 
Christianity  remember  the  spirit  of  their  religion.  Let  no  passion 
or  bitterness  dishonor  their  sacred  cause.  In  contending  for  the 
gospel,  let  them  not  lose  its  virtues  or  forfeit  its  promises. — We  are 
indeed  called  to  pass  through  one  of  the  severest  trials  of  human 
virtue,  the  trial  of' controversy.  We  should  carry  with  us  a  sense 
of  its  danger.  Religion,  when  made  a  (Subject  of  debate,  seems 
often  to  lose  its  empire  over  the  heart  and  life.  The  mild  and 
affectionate  spirit  of  Christianity  gives  place  to  angry  recrimina- 
tions and  cruel  surmises.  Fair  dealing,  uprightness,  and  truth, 
are  exchtmged  for  the  arts  of  sophistry.  The  devotional  feelings, 
too,  decline  in  warmth  and  tenderness.  Let  us  then  watch  and 
pray.  Let  us  take  heed  that  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  be  not 
carnal.  Whilst  we  repel  usurpation,  let  us  be  just  to  the  gene- 
ral rectitude  of  many  by  whom  our  christian  rights  are  invaded. 
Whilst  we  repel  the  uncharitable-  censures  of  men,  let  us  not  for- 
get that  deep  humility  and  sense  of  unworthiness  with  which  we 
should  ever  appear  before  God.     In  our  zeal  to  maintain  the 
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great  truth,  that  our  Father  in  Heaven  is  alone  the  Supreme 
God,  let  us  not  neglect  that  intercourse  with  him,  without  which 
the  purest  conceptions  will  avail  little  to  enthrone  him  in  our 
hearts.  In  our  zeal  to  hold  fast  the  '  word  of  Christ'  in  oppositiiMi 
to  human  creeds  and  formularies,  let  us  not  forget,  that  our  Lord 
demands  another  and  a  still  more  unsuspicious  confession  of  him, 
even  the  exhibition  of  his  spirit  and  religion  in  our  lives. 

The  controversy  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  indeed  painful ;  but 
it  was  not  chosen,  but  forced  upon  us,  and  we  ought  to  regard  it  as 
a  part  of  the  discipline  to  w^ich  a  wise  Providence  has  seen-  fit  to 
subject  us.  Like  all  other  trials,  it  is  designed  to  promote  our 
moral  perfection.  I  trust,  too,  that  it  is  designed  to  promote  the 
cause  of  truth.  Whilst  I  would  speak  diffidently  of  the  future,  I 
still  hope,  that  a  brighter  day  is  rising  on  the  christian  church,  than 
it  has  yet  enjoyed.  The  gospel  is  to  shine  forth  in  its  native  glory. 
The  violent  excitement,  by  which  some  of  the  corruptions  of  thb 
divine  system  are  now  supported,  cannot  be  permanent;  and  the 
uncharitableness  with  which  they  are  enforced,  will  react,  like  the 
persecutions  of  the  church  of  Rome,  in  favor  of  truth.  Already 
we  have  the  comfort  of  seeing  many  disposed  to  inquire,  and  to 
inquire  without  that  terror,  which  has  bound  as  with  a  spell  so 
many  minds.  We  doubt  not,  that  this  inquiry  will  result  in  a  d^ep 
conviction  that  Christianity  is  yet  disfigured  by  errors  which  have 
been  transmitted  from  ages  of  darkness.  Of  this,  at  least,  we  are 
sure,  that  inquiry,  by  discovering  to  men  the'  difficulties  and  ob- 
scurities which  attend  the  present  topics  of  controversy,  will  ter- 
minate in  what  is  infinitely  more  desirable  than  doctrinal  concord, 
in  the  diffusion  of  a  mild,  candid,  and  charitable  temper.  I  pray 
€^od,  that  this  most  happy  consummation  may  be  in  no  degree 
obstructed  by  any  unchristian  feelings,  which,  notwithstanding  my 
sincere  efforts,  have  escaped  me  in  the  present  controversy. 
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OBJECTIONS  TO  UNITARIAN  CHRISTUNITY  CONSIDERED.    1819. 

It  is  due  to  truth,  and  a  just  deference  to  our  fellow  Christians, 
to  take  notice  of  objections  which  are  currently  made  to  our  par- 
ticular views  of  religion;  nor  ought  we  to  dismiss  such  objections, 
as  unworthy  of  attention,  on  account  of  their  supposed  lightness; 
because  what  is  light  to  us,  may  weigh  much  with  our  neighbour, 
and  truth  maj  suffer  from  obstructions  which  a  few  explanations 
might  remove.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  those  Christians,  who  are 
called  Unitarian,  have  been  wanting  in  this  duty.  Whilst  they  have 
met  the  labored  arguments  of  their  opponents  fully  and  fairly,  they 
have  overlooked  the  loose,  vague,  indefinite  objections,  which  float 
through  the  community,  and  operate  more  on  common  minds  than 
formal  reasoning.  On  some  of  these  objections,  remarks  will  now 
be  offered;  and  it  is  hoped  that  our  plainness  of  speech  will  not  be 
construed  into  severity,  nor  our  strictures  on  different  systems  be 
ascribed  to  a  desire  of  retaliation.  It  cannot  be  expected,  that  we 
shall  repel  with  indifference,  what  seem  to  us  reproaches  on 
some  of  the  most  important  and  consoling  views  of  Christianity. 
Believing  that  the  truths,  which  through  God's  good  providence  we 
are  called  to  maintain,  are  necessary  to  the  vindication  of  the  di- 
vine character,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  a  more  enlightened  and 
exalted  piety,  we  are  bound  to  assert  them  earnestly,  and  to  speak 
fi-eely  of  the  opposite  errors  which  now  disfigure  Christianity. — 
What  then  are  the  principal  objections  to  Unitarian  Christianity? 

1.  It  is  objected  to  us,  that  we  deny  the  Divinity  oi;  Jesus  Christ. 
Now  what  does  this  objection  mean  ?  What  are  we  to  understand 
by  the  Divinity  of  Christ  ?  In  the  sense  in  which  many  Christians, 
and  perhaps  a  majority,  interpret  it,  we  do  not  deny  it,  but  believe 
it  as  firmly  as  themselves.  We  believe  firmly  in  the  Divinity  of 
Christ's  mission  and  ofiice,  that  he  spoke  with  divine  authority, 
and  was  a  bright  image  of  the  divine  perfections.  We  believe 
that  God  dwelt  in  him,  manifested  himself  through  him,  taught  men 
by  him,  and  communicated  to  him  his  spirit  without  measure.  We 
believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  most  glorious  display,  expression, 
and  representative  of  Crod  to  mankind,  so  that  in  seeing  and  know- 
ing him,  we  see  and  know  the  invisible  Father;  so  that  when  Christ 
came,  Crod  visited  the  world  and  dwelt  with  men  more  conspicuously 
than  at  any  former  period.  In  Christ's  words,  we  hear  God  speak- 
ing; in  his  miracles,  we  behold  God  acting;  in  his  character  and 
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life,  we  see  an  unsullied  image  of  Grod's  purity  and  love.  We  be- 
lieve, then,  in  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  as  this  term-  is  often  and  prop- 
erly used. — How,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  do  we  differ  from  other 
Christians  ?  We  differ  in  this  important  respect.  Whilst  we  honor 
Christ  as  the  son,  representative,  and  image  of  the  Supreme  God, 
we  do  not  believe  him  to  be  the  Supreme  God  himself.  We  main- 
tain, that  Christ  and  Grod  are  distinct  beingSy  two  beings,  not  one 
and  the  same  being.  On  this  point  a  little  repetition  may  be  par- 
doned, for  many  good  Christians,  after  the  controversies  of  ages, 
misunderstand  the  precise  difference  between  us  and  themselves. 
Trinitarianism  teaches,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Supreme  and  Infinite 
God,  and  that  he  and  his  Father  are  not  only  one  in  affection, 
counsel,  and  will,  but  are  strictly  and  literally  one  and  the  same 
being.  Now  to  us  this  doctrine  is  most  unscriptural  and  irrational. 
We  say  that  the  Son  cannot  be  the  same  being  with  his  own  Fa- 
ther ;  that  he,  who  was  sent  into  the  world  to  save  it,  cannot  be  the 
living  God  who  sent  him.  The  language  of  Jesus  is  explicit  and 
unqualified.  *  I  came  not  to  do  mine  own  will.' — *  I  came  not  fi'om 
myself.' — ^  I  came  firom  Grod.'  Now  we  affirm,  and  this  is  our  chief 
heresy,  that  Jesus  was  not  and  could  not  be  the  Crod  from  whom 
he  came,  but  was  another  being;  and  it  amazes  us  that  any  can 
resist  this  simple  truth.  The  doctrine,  that  Jesus,  who  was  bom 
at  Bethlehem;  who  eat  and  drank  and  slept;  who  suffered  and  was 
crucified;  who  came  from  God;  who  prayed  to  Grod;  who  did  Grod's 
will;  and  who  said,  on  leaving  the  world,  ^  I  ascend  to  my  Father 
and  your  Father,  to  my  Grod  and  your  Grod; '  the  doctrine  that  this 
Jesus  was  the  Supreme  Grod  himself,  and  the  same  being  with  his 
Father,  this  seems  to  us  a  contradiction  to  reason  and  scripture  so 
flagrant,  that  the  simple  statement  of  it  is  a  sufficient  refutation. 
We  are  often  charged  with  degrading  Christ;  but  if  this  reproach 
belong  to  any  Christians,  it  falls,  we  fear,  on  those  who  accuse  him 
of  teaching  a  doctrin0  so  contradictory,  and  so  subversive  of  the 
supremacy  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  Certainly  our  humble  and 
devout  Master  has  given  no  ground  for  this  accusation.  He  always 
expressed  towards  God  the  reverence  of  a  son.  He  habitually 
distinguished  himself  fi'om  God.  He  referred  to  Gk>dall  his  pow- 
ers. He  said  without  limitation  or  reserve,  ^  The  Father  is  greater 
than  I.' — ^  Of  myself  I  can  do  nothing.'  If  to  represent  Christ 
as  a  being  distinct  from  Grod,  and  as  inferior  to  him,  be  to  degrade 
him,  then  let  our  opponents  lay  the  guilt  where  it  belongs,  not  on 
us,  but  on  our  Master,  whose  language  we  borrow,  in  whose  very 
words  we  express  our  sentiments,  whose  words  we  dare  not  trifle 
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with  and  force  from  their  plain  sense.  Our  limits  will  not  allow  us 
to  saj  more;  but  we  ask  common  Christians,  who  have  taken  their 
o{Hnions  from  the  bible  rather  than  from  human  systems,  to  look 
honestly  into  their  own  minds,  and  to  answer  frankly,  whether  they 
have  not  understood  and  beEeved  Christ's  divinity,  in  the  sense 
maintained  by  us,  rather  than  in  that  for  which  the  Trinitarians 
contend. 

S.  I  proceed  to  another  objection,  and  one  which  probably  weighs 
more  with  multitudes  than  any  other.  It  is  this,  that  our  doctrine 
respecting  Christ  takes  from  the  sinner  the  only  ground  of  hope. 
It  is  said  by  our  opponents,  ^  We  and  all  men  are  sinners  by  our 
very  nature,  and  infinitely  guilty  before  Grod.  The  sword  of  di- 
vine justice  hangs  over  us,  and  hell  opens  beneath  us;  and  where 
shall  w'e  find  a  refuge  but  in  an  infinite  Saviour  ?  We  want  an 
Infinite  Atonement;  and  in  depriving  us  of  this,  you  rob  us  of  our 
hope,  you  tear  from  the  scriptures  the  only  doctrine  which  meets 
our  wants.  We  may  bum  our  bibles,  if  your  interpretation  be 
true,  for  our  case  is  desperate;  we  are  lost  forever.'  In  such  warm 
and  wild  language,  altogether  unwarranted  by  scripture,  yet  ex- 
ceedingly fitted  to  work  on  common  and  terror-stricken  minds,  our 
doctrine  is  constantly  assailed. 

Now  to  this  declamation,  for  such  we  esteem  it,  we  oppose  one 
plain  request.  Show  us,  we  say,  a  single  passage  in  the  bible  in 
which  we  are  told,  that  the  sin  of  man  is  infinite,  and  needs  an 
infinite  atonement.  We  find  not  one.  Not  even  a  whisper  of 
this  doctrine  comes  to  us  from  the  sacred  writers.  Let  us  stop  a 
moment  and  weigh  this  doctrine.  It  teaches  us  that  man,  although 
created  by  God  a  frail,'  erring,  and  imperfect  being,  and  even 
created  with  an  irresistible  propensity  to  sin,  is  yet  regarded  by 
his  Creator  as  an  infinite  offender,  meriting  infinite  punishment 
for  his  earliest  transgressions;  and  that  he  is  doomed  to  endless 
torment,  unless  an  infinite  Saviour  appear  for  his  rescue  !  How 
can  any  one,  we  ask,  charge  on  our  benevolent  and  righteous  Pa- 
rent such  a  government  of  his  creatures. — We  maintain,  that  man 
is  not  created  in  a  condition  which  makes  an  infinite  atonement 
necessary;  ^nor  do  we  believe  that  any  creature  Van  fall  into  a 
condition,  fi-om  which  Ood  may  not  deliver  him  without  this  rigid 
expedient.  Surely,  if  an  infinite  satisfaction  to  justice  were  indis- 
pensable to  our  salvation,  if  God  took  on  him  human  nature  for  the 
very  purpose  of  ofiering  it,  and  if  this  fact  constitute  the  peculiar 
glory,  the  life  and  essence,  and  the  saving  efficacy  of  the  gospel, 
we  must  find  it  expressed  clearly,  definitely,  in  at  least  one  passage 
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in  the  bible.  But  not  one,  we  repeat  it,  can  be  found  there. — We 
maintain,  farther,  that  this  doctrine  of  dvod  becoming  a  victim  and 
sacrifice  for  his  own  rebellious  subjects,  is  as  irrational  as  it  is 
unscriptural.  We  have  always  supposed  that  atonement,  if  ne- 
cessary, was  to  bo  made  to,  not  by,  the  sovereign  who  has  been 
offended;  and  we  cuinot  conceive  a  more  unlikely  method  of  vin- 
dicating his  authority,  than  that  he  himself  should  bear  the  punish* 
ment  which  is  due  to  transgressors  of  his  laws. — ^We  have  another 
objection.  If  an  infinite  atonement  be  necessary,  and  if,  con- 
sequently, none  but  God  can  make  it,  we  see  not  but  that  God 
must  become  a  sufierer,  must  take  upon  himself  our  pain  and 
wo;  a  thought  firom  which  a  pious  mind  shrinks  with  horror.  To 
escape  this  difficulty,  we  are  told,  that  Christ  suffered  as  man,  not 
as  Crod;  but  if  man  only-  suffered,  if  only  a  human  and  finite  mind 
sufiTered,  if  Christ,  as  Crod,  was  perfectly  happy  on  the  cross,  and 
bore  only  a  short  and  limited  pain  in  his  human  nature,  where,  we 
a^,  was  the  infinite  atonement?  Where  is  the  boasted  hopOi 
which  this  doctrine  is  said  to  give  to  the  sinner? 

The  objection,  that  there  is  no  hope  for  the  sinner,  unless  Christ 
be  the  Infinite  God,  amazes  us.  Surely  if  we  have  a  Father  in 
heaven,  of  infinite  goodness  and  power,  we  need  no  other  infinite 
person  to  save  us.  The  common  doctrine  disparages  and  dishon- 
ors the  only  true  Crod,  our  Father,  as  if,  without  the  help  of  a 
second  and  a  third  divinity,  equal  to  himself,  he  could  not  restore 
his  firail  creature,  man.  We  have  not  the  courage  of  our  brethren. 
With  the  scriptures  in  our  hands,  with  the  solemn  attestations 
which  they  contain  to  the  divine  Unity,  and  to  Christ's  dependence, 
we  dare  not  give  to  the  Grod  and  Father  of  Jesus  an  equal  or  rival 
in  the  glory  of  originating  our  redemption,  or  of  accomplishing  it 
by  underived  and  infinite  power. — ^Are  we  asked,  as  we  sometimes 
are,  what  is  our  hope,  if  Christ  be  not  the  supreme  God  ?  We 
answer,  it  is  the  boundless  and  almighty  goodness  of  his  Father 
and  our  Father;  a  goodness,  which  cannot  require  an  infinite 
atonement  for  the  sins  of  a  frail  and  limited  creature.  Grod's  es- 
sential and  unchangeable  mercy,  not  Christ's  infinity,  is  the  scrip- 
tural foundation  of  a  sinner's  hope,  v  In  the  scriptures,  our  heav- 
enly Father  is  always  represented  as  the  sole  original,  spring,  and 
first  cause  of  our  salvation;  and  let  no  one  presume  to  divide  His 
glory  with  another.  That  Jesus  came  to  save  us,  we  owe  entirely 
to  the  Father's  benevolent  appointment.  That  Jesus  is  perfectly 
adequate  to  the  work  of  our  salvation,  is  to  be  believed,  not  be- 
cause he  is  himself  the  supreme  God,  but  because  the  supreme 
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and  uaerring  Grod  selected,  coBunissioned,  and  empowered  him  for 
this  office. — ^That  his  death  is  an  important  means  of  our  salvation^ 
we  gratefully  acknowledge;  but  ascribe  its  efficacy  to  the  merciful 
disposition  of  God  towards  the  human  race.  To  build  the  hope  of 
pardon  on  the  independent  and  infinite  sufficiency  of  Jesus  Christ, 
is  to  build  on  an  unscriptural  and  fisdse  foundation;  for  Jesus 
teaches  us,  that  of  himself  he  can  do  nothing;  that  all  power  is 
given  to  him  by  his  Father;  and  that  he  is  a  proper  object  of  trusty 
because  he  came  not  of  himself,  or  to  do  his  own  will,  but  because 
the  Father  sent  him.  We  indeed  lea^i  on  Christ,  but  it  is  because 
he  is  'a  comer-stone,  chosen  by  Grod  and  laid  by  God  in  Zion.' 
God's  forgiving  love,  declared  to  mankind  by  Jesus  Christ,  and 
exercised  through  him,  is  the  foundation  of  hope  to  the  penitent, 
on  which  we  primarily  rest,  and  a  firmer  the  universe  cannot  fur- 
nish us. 

3.  We  now  proceed  to  another  objection.  We  are  charged  with 
expecting  to  be  saved  by  Works,  and  not  by  Grace.  This  charge 
may  be  easily  despatched,  and  a  more  groundless  one  cammt  easily 
be  imagined.  We  indeed  attach  great  importance  to  christian 
works,  or  christian  obedience,  believing  that  a  practice  or  life,  con- 
formed to  the  precepts  and  example  of  Jesus,  is  the  great  end  for 
which  faith  in  him  is  required,  and  is  the  great  condition  on  which 
everlasting  life  is  bestowed.  We  are  accustomed  to  speak  highly 
of  the  virtues  and  improvements  of  a  true  Christian,  rejecting  with 
abhorrence  the  idea,  that  they  are  no  better  than  the  outward  Jew- 
ish righteousness,  which  the  prophet  called  ^  filthy  rags; '  and  main- 
taining with  the  apostle )  that  they  are  ^  in  the  sight  of  Ciod,  of 
great  price.'  We  believe  that  holiness  or  virtue  is  the  very  image 
of  God  in  the  human  soul,  a  ray  of  his  brightness,  the  best  gtfl 
which  he  communicates  to  his  creatures,  the  highest  benefit  whichv 
Christ  came  to  confer,  the  only  important  and  lasting  distinction 
between  man  and  man.  Still  we  always  and  earnestly  maintain, 
that  no  human  virtue,  no  human  obedience,  can  give  a  legal  claim, 
a  right  by  merit,  to  the  life  and  immortality  brought  to  light  by 
Christ.  We  see  and  mourn  over  the  deficiencies,  broken  resolu- 
tions, and  mixed  motives  of  the  best  men.  We  always  affirm,  that 
(jod's  grace,  benignity,  free  kindness,  is  needed  by  the  most  ad- 
vanced Christians,  and  that  to  this  alone  we  owe  the  promise  in 
the  gospel,  of  full  remission  and  everlasting  happiness  to  the  peni- 
tent. None  speak  of  mercy  more  constantly  than  we.  ,  One  of 
our  distinctions  is,  that  we  magnify,thi8'l^ijF>6f^  attribute  of  the 
Deity.     So  accustomed  are  we  to  insist  on  the  infinity  of  Grod's 
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grace  and  mercy,  that  our  adversaries  often  charge  us  with  forget- 
ting  his  justice;  and  yet  it  is  objected  to  us,  that,  renouncing  grace, 
we  appeal  to  justice,  and  huild  our  hope  on  the  abundance  of  our 
merit! 

•  4.  We  now  proceed  to  another  objection  often  urged  against  our 
views,  or  rather  against  those  who  preach  them;  and  it  is  this,  that 
we  preach  Morality.  To  meet  this  objection  we  beg  to  know  what 
is  intended  by  morality.  Are  we  to  understand  by  it,  what  it  prop- 
erly signifies,  our  whole  duty,  however  made  known  to  us,  whether 
by  nature  or  revelation  ?  D&es  it  mean  the  whole  extent  of  those 
obligations  which  belong  to  us  as  moral  beings  ?  Does  it  mean 
that  '  sober,  righteous,  godly  life,'  which  our  moral  Governor  has 
prescribed  to  us  by  his  Son,  as  the  great  preparation  for  heaven  ? 
If  this  be  morality^  we  cheerfully  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of 
preaching  it,  a&d  of  laboring  chiefly  and  constantly  to  enforce  it; 
and  believing,  as  we  do,  that  all  the  doctrines,  precepts,  threaten- 
ings,  and  promises  of  the  gospel,  are  revealed  for  no  other  end 
than  to  make  men  moral,  in  this  true  and  generous  sense,  we  hope 
to  continue  to  merit  this  reproach. 

We  fear,  however,  that  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  morality, 
which  is  said  to  be  the  burden  of  our  preaching.  Some,  at  least, 
who  thus  reproach  us,  mean,  that  we  are  accustomed  to  eiyoin  only 
a  worldly  and  social  morality,  consisting  in  common  honesty,  com- 
mon kindness,  and  freedom  firom  gross  vices;  neglecting  to  incul- 
cate inward  purity,  devotion,  heavenly-miadedness,  and  love  to 
Jesus  Christ.  We  hope  that  the  persons  who  thus  accuse  us  speak 
from  rumor,  and  have  never  heard  our  instructions  for  themselves; 
for  the  charge  is  false;  and  no  one  who  ever  sat  under  our  minis- 
try can  urge  it,  without  branding  himself  a  slanderer.  The  first 
and  great  commandment,  which  is  to  love  (xod  supremely,  is  recog- 
nised and  enforced  habitually  in  our  preaching;  and  our  obligations 
to  Jesus  Christ,  the  friend  who  died  for  us,  are  urged,  we  hope, 
not  wholly  without  tenderness  and  effect. 

It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  observe  of  many,  that  when  they 
reproach  us  with  moral  preaching,  they  do  not  mean  that  we  teach 
only  outward  decencies,  but  that  we  do  not  inculcate  certain  favor- 
ite doctrines,  which  are  to  them  the  very  marrow  and  richness  of 
the  gospel.  When  such  persons  hear  a  sermon,  be  the  subject 
what  it  may,  which  is  not  seasoned  with  recognitions  of  the  trinity, 
total  depravity,  and  similar  articles  of  faith,  they  call  it  moral. 
According  to  this  strange  and  unwarrantable  use  of  the  term,  we 
rejoice  to  say  that  we  are  ^  moral  preachers ; '  and  it  comforts  us 
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that  we  have  for  oor  pattern,  *  him  who  spake  as  never  man  spnkc,' 
and  who,  in  his  longest  discourse,  has  dropped  not  a  word  about  a 
trinitj,  or  inborn  corruption,  or  special  and  electing  grace;  and 
still  more,  we  seriously  doubt  whether  our  preaching  could  with 
propriety  be  called  moral,  did  we  urge  these  doctrines,  especially 
the  two  last;  for  however  warmly  they  may  be  defended  by  honest 
men,  they  seem  to  us  to  border  on  immorality;  that  is,  to  dishonor 
God,  to  weaken  the  sense  of  responsibility,  to  break  the  spirit,  and 
to  loosen  the  restraints  on  guilty  passion. 

5.  Another  objection  urged  against  us,  is,  that  our  system  does 
not  produce  as  iribch  zeal,  seriousness,  and  piety  as  other  views  of 
religion.  This  objection  it  is  difficult  to  repel,  except  by  language 
which  will  seem  to  be  a  boasting  of  ourselves.  When  expressed 
in  plain  language,  it  amounts  to  this; — ^  We  Trinitarians  and  Cal- 
vinists  are  better  and  more  pious  than  you  Unitarians,  and  conse- 
quently our  system  is  more  scriptural  than  yours.'  Now  assertions 
of  this  kind  do  not  strike  us  as  very  modest  and  humble,  and  we 
believe  that  truth  does  not  require  us  to  defend  it  by  setting  up  our 
piety  above  that  of  our  neighbours. — ^This,  however,  we  would  say, 
that  if  eur  zeal  and  devotion  are  faint,  the  fault  is  our  own,  not 
that  of  our  doctrine.  We  are  sure  that  our  views  of  the  Supreme 
Being  are  incomparably  more  affecting  and  attractive,  than  those 
which  we  oppose.  It  is  the  great  excellence  of  our  system,  that 
it  exalts  Grod,  vindicates  his  paternal  attributes,  and  appeals  pow- 
erfully to  the  ingenuous  principles  of  love,  gratitude,  and  venera- 
tion; and  when  we  compare  it  with  the  doctrines  which  are  spread 
around  us,  we  feel  that  of  all  men  we  are  most  inexcusable,  if  a 
filial  piety  do  not  spring  up  and  grow  strong  in  our  hearts. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  suggest  some  causes  for  the 
charge,  that  our  views  do  not  favor  seriousness  and  zeal.  One 
reason  probably  is,  that  we  interpret  with  much  rigor  those  precepts 
of  Christ,  which  forbid  ostentation,  and  enjoin  modesty  and  retire- 
ment in  devotion.  We  dread  a  showy  religion.  We  are  disgusted 
with  pretensions  to  superior  sanctity,  that  stale  and  vulgar  way  of 
building  up  a  sect.  We  believe  that  true  religion  speaks  in  actions 
more  than  in  words,  and  manifests  itself  chiefly  in  the  common  tem- 
per and  life;  in  giving  up  the  passions  to  Grod's  authority,  in  inflexible 
uprightness  and  truth,  in  active  and  modest  charity,  in  candid  judg- 
ment, and  in  patience  under  trials  and  mjuries.  We  think  it  no 
part  of  piety  to  publish  its  fervors,  but  prefer  a  delicacy  in  regard 
to  these  secrets  of  the  soul;  and  hence,  to  those  persons,  who  think 
religion  is  to  be  worn  conspicuously  and  spoken  of  passionately,  we 
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may  seem  cold  and  dead,  when  perhaps,  were  the  heart  uncovered^ 
it  might  be  seen  to  be  '  alive  to  Crod,'  as  troly  as  their  own. 

Again,  it  is  one  of  our  principles,  flowing  necessarily  from  our 
views  of  Grod,  that  religion  is  cheerful;  that  where  its  natural  ten- 
dency is  not  obstructed  by  false  theology,  or  a  melancholy  tempera- 
ment, it  opens  the  heart  to  every  pure  and  innocent  pleasure.  We 
do  not  think  that  piety  disfigures  its  face,  or  wraps  itself  in  a  fune- 
ral pall  as  its  appropriate  garb.  !Now  too  many  conceive  of  reli- 
gion as  something  gloomy,  and  never  to  be  named  but  with  an 
altered  tone  and  countenance;  and  where  they  miss  these  imagined 
signs  of  piety^  they  can  hardly  believe  that  a  sense  of  God  dwells 
in  the  heart. 

Another  cause  of  the  error  in  question  we  believe  to  be  this. 
Our  religious  system  excludes,  or  at  least  does  not  favor,  those 
overwhelming  terrors  and  transports,  which  many  think  essential 
to  piety.  We  do  not  believe  in  shaking  and  disordering  men's  un- 
derstandings by  excessive  fear,  as  a  preparation  for  supernatural 
grace  and  immediate  conversion.  This  we.  regard  as  a  dreadful 
corruption  and  degradation  of  religion.  Religion,  we  believe,  is  a 
gradual  and  rational  work,  beginning  sometimes  in  sudden  impres- 
sions, but  confirmed  by  reflection,  growing  by  the  regular  use  of 
christian  means,  and  advancing  silently  to  perfection.  Now,  be- 
cause we  specify  no  ,time  when  we  were  overpowered  and  cheated 
anew  by  irresistible  impulse;  because  we  relate  no  agonies  of 
despair  succeeded  by  miraculous  light  and  joy,  we  are  thought  by 
some  to  be  strangers  to  piety; — ^how  reasonably  let  the  judicious 
determine. 

Once  more;  we  are  thought  to  want  zeal,  because  our  principles 
forbid  us  to  use  many  methods  for  spreading  them,  which  are  com- 
mon with  other  Christians.  Whilst  we  value  highly  our  peculiar 
views,  and  look  to  them  for  the  best  fruits  of  piety,  we  still  con- 
sider ourselves  as  bound  to  think  charitably  of  those  who  doubt 
t>r  deny  them;  and  with  this  conviction,  we  cannot  enforce  them 
with  that  vehemence,  positiveness,  and  style  of  menace,  which 
constitute  much  of  the  zeal  of  certain  denominations; — and  we 
fireely  confess  that  we  would  on  no  account  exchange  our  charity 
for  their  zeal;  and  we  trust  that  the  time  is  near,  when  he  who  holds 
idiat  he  deems  truth  with  lenity  and  forbearance,  will  be  accounted 
more  pious  than  he  who  compasseth  sea  and  land  to  make  proselytes 
to  his  sect,  and  '  shuts  the  gates  of  mercy'  on  all  who  will  not  bow 
their  understandings  to  his  creed. — ^We  fear,  that  in  these  remarks 
we  may  have  been  unconsciously  betrayed  into  a  self-exalting 
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spirit.  Nothing  could  have  drawn  them  from  us,  but  the  fact  that 
a  very  common  method  of  opposing  our  sentiments  is  to  decry  the 
piety  of  those  who  adopt  them.  After  all,  we  mean  not  to  deny 
our  great  deficiencies.  We  have  nothing  to  boast  before  God,  al- 
though the  cause  of  truth  forbids  us  to  submit  to  the  censorious- 
ness  of  our  brethren. 

6.  Another  objection  to  our  views,  is,  that  they  lead  to  a  rejec- 
tion of  revelation.  Unitarianism  has  been  called  (a  half-way 
house  to  infidelity.' — Now  to  this  objection  we  need  not  oppose 
general  reasonings.  We  will  stUte  a  plain  fact.  It  is  this. — A 
large  proportion  of  the  most  able  and  illustrious  defenders  of  the 
truth  of  Christianity  have  been  Unitarians;  and  our  religion  has 
received  from  them,  to  say  the  least,  as  important  service  in  its 
conflicts  with  infidelity,  as  from  any  class  of  Christians  whatever. 
From  the  long  catalogue  of  advocates  of  Christianity  among  Uni- 
tarians, we  can  select  now  but  a  few;  but  these  few  are  a  host. 
The  name  of  John  Locke  is  familiar  to  every  scholar.  He  ren- 
dered distinguished  service  to  the  philosophy  of  the  human  mind; 
nor  is  this  his  highest  praise.  His  writings  on  government  and 
toleration  contributed  more  than  those  of  any  other  individual,  to 
the  diffusion  of  free  and  generous  sentiments  through  Europe  and 
America;  and  perhaps  Bishop  Watson  was  not  guilty  of  great  ex- 
aggeration, when  he  said,  ^  This  great  man  has  done  more  for  the 
establishment  of  pure  Christianity  than  any  author  I  am  acquainted 
with.'  He  waa.a  laborious  and  successful  student  of  the  scrip- 
tures. His  works  on  the  '  Epistles  of  Paul,'  and  on  the  '  Reason- 
ableness of  Christianity,'  formed  an  era  in  sacred  literature;  and 
he  has  the  honor  of  having  shed  a  new  and  bright  light  on  the 
darkest  parts  of  the  New  Testament,  and  in  general  on  the  Chris- 
tian system.  Now  Locke,  be  it  remembered,  was  a  Unitarian. — 
We  pass  to  another  intellectual  prodigy — to  Newton,  a  name  which 
every  man  of  learning  pronounces  with  reverence;  for  it  reminds 
him  of  faculties  so  exalted  above  those  of  ordinary  men,  that  they 
seem  designed  to  help  our  conceptions  of  superior  orders  of  being. 
This  great  man,  who  gained  by  intuition  what  others  reap  from  la- 
borious research ,  tJier  exploring  the  laws  of  the  universe,  turned 
for  light  and  hope  to  the  bible;  and  although  his  theological  works 
cannot  be  compared  with  Locke's,  yet  in  his  illustrations  of  the 
prophecies,  and  of  scripture  chronology,  and  in  his  criticisms  on 
two  doubtful  passages,*  which  are  among  the  chief  supports  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  trinity,  he  is  considered  as  having  rendered  valua- 
•1  JohoT.  7.— 1  Tim.Ui.  16. 
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ble  service  to  the  christian  cause.  Newton,  too,  was  a  Unitarian 
— We  are  not  accustomed  to  boast  of  men,  or  to  prop  our  faith  by 
great  names;  for  Christ,  and  He  only,  is  our  Master; — but  it  is 
with  pleasure,  that  we  find  in  our  ranks  the  most  gifted,  sagacious, 
and  exalted  minds;  and  we  cannot  but  smile,  when  we  sometimes 
hear  from  men  and  .women  of  very  limited  culture,  and  with  no 
advantages  for  enlarged  inquiry,  reproachful  and  contemptuous 
remarks  on  a  doctrine  which  the  vast  intelligence  of  Locke  and 
Newton,  after  much  study  of  the  scriptures,  and  in  opposition  to  a 
prejudiced  and  intolerant  age,  received  as  the  truth  of  God.  It  is 
proper  to  state  that  doubts  have  lately  been  raised  as  to  the  relig- 
ious opinions  of  Locke  and  Newton,  and  for  a  very  obvious  reason. 
In  these  times  of  growing  light,  their  names  have  been  found  too 
useful  to  the  Unitarian  cause.  But  the  long  and  general  belief 
of  the  Unitarianism  of  these  illustrious  men,  can  hardly  be  account- 
ed for,  but  by  admitting  the  fact;  and  we  know  of  no  serious  at- 
tempts to  set  aside  the  proofs  on  which  this  belief  is  founded. 

We  pass  to  another  writer,  who  was  one  of  the  brightest  orna- 
ments of  the  Church  of  England  and  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
Dr.  Samuel  Clarke.  In  classical  literature  and  in  metaphysical 
speculation.  Dr.  Clarke  has  a  reputation  which  needs  no  tribute  at 
our  hands.  His  sermons  are  an  invaluable  repository  of  scriptural 
criticism;  and  his  work  on  the  evidences  of  natural  and  revealed 
religion,  has  ever  been  considered  as  one  of  the  ablest  vindications 
of  our  common  faith.  This  great  man  was  a  Unitarian.  He  be- 
lieved firmly  that  Jesus  was  a  distinct  being  from  his  Father;  and 
a  derived  and  dependent  being;  and  he  desired  to  bring  the  liturgy 
of  his  church  into  a  correspondence  with  these  doctrines. 

To  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  memorable  infidel  contro- 
versy in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century,  excited  by  the  writings 
of  Bolingbroke,  Tindal,  Morgan,  Collins,  and  Chubb,  it  will  be  un- 
necessary to  speak  of  the  zeal  and  power  with  which  the  christian 
cause  was  maintained  by  learned  Unitarians.  But  we  must  pass 
over  these  to  recall  a  man,  whose  memory  is  precious  to  enlight- 
ened believers;  we  mean  Lardner,  that  most  patient  and  successful 
advocate  of  Christianity;  who  has  written,  we  believe,  more  largely 
than  any  other  author  on  the  evidences  of  the  gospel;  from  whose 
works  later  authors  have  drawn  as  from  a  treasurehouse;  and 
whose  purity  and  mildness  have  disarmed  the  severity  and  con- 
ciliated the  respect  of  men  of  very  different  views  from  his  own. 
Lardner  was  a  Unitarian. — Next  to  Lardner,  the  most  laborious 
advocate  of  Christianity  against  the  attacks  of  infidels,  in  our  own 


z'ld  by  Google 


Digitized  by 


APPENDIX.  681 

daj,  was  Priestlej;  and  whatever  we  may  think  of  some  of  his 
opinions,  we  believe  that  none  of  his  opposers  ever  questioned 
the  importance  of  his  vindications  of  our  conunon  faith.  We  cer- 
tainly do  not  say  too  much,  when  we  affirm  that  Unitarians  have 
not  been  surpassed  by  any  denomination  in  zealous,  substantial 
service  to  the  christian  cause.  Yet  we  are  told  thdt  Unitarianism 
leads  to  infidelity.  We  are  reproached  with  defection  from  that 
religion,  round  which  we  have  gathered  in  the  day  of  its  danger, 
and  from  which,  we  trust,  persecution  and  death  cannot  divorce  us. 

It  is  indeed  said,  that  instances  have  occurred  of  persons,  who, 
having  given  up  the  Trinitarian  doctrine,  have  not  stopped  there, 
but  have  resigned  one  part  of  Christianity  after  another,  until  they 
have  become  thorough  infidels.  To  this  we  answer,  that  such  in- 
stances we  have  never  known;  but  that  such  should  occur  is  not 
improbable,  and  is  what  we  should  even  expect;  for  it  is  natural 
that  when  the  mind  has  detected  one  error  in  its  creed,  it  should 
distrust  every  other  article,  and  should  exchange  its  blind  and  he- 
reditary assent  for  a  sweeping  skepticism.  We  have  examples  of 
this  truth  at  the  present  moment,  both  in  France  and  Spain,  where 
multitudes  have  proceeded  from  rejecting  Popery  to  absolute  Athe 
ism.  Now  who  of  us  will  argue  that  the  Catholic  faith  is  true, 
because  multitudes  who  relinquished  it,  have  also  cast  away  every 
religious  principle  and  restraint;  and  if  the  argument  be  not  sound 
on  the  side  of  Popery,  how  can  it  be  pressed  into  the  service  of 
Trinitarianism?  The  fact  is,  that  false  and  absurd  doctrines,  when 
exposed,  have  a  natural  tendency  to  beget  skepticism  in  those  who 
received  them  without  reflection.  None  are  so  likely  to  believe 
too  little  as  those  who  have  begun  with  believing  too  much;  and 
hence  we  charge  upon  Trinitarianism  whatever  tendency  may  ex- 
ist in  those  who  forsake  it,  to  sink  gradually  into  infidelity. 

Unitarianism  does  not  lead  to  infidelity.  On  the  contrary,  its 
excellence  is,  that  it  fortifies  faith.«  Unitarianism  is  Christianity 
stripped  of  those  corrupt  additions,  which  shock  reason  and  our 
moral  feelings.  It  is  a  rational  and  amiable  system,  against  which 
no  man's  understanding,  or  conscience,  or  charity,  or  piety  revolts. 
Can  the  same  be  said  of  that  system,  which  teaches  the  doctrines 
of  three  equal  persons  in  one  God,  of  natural  and  total  depravity, 
of  infinite  atonement,  of  special  and  electing  grace,  and  of  the  ev- 
erlasting misery  of  the  non-elected  part  of  mankind  ?  We  believe 
that  unless  Christianity  be  purified  from  these  corruptions^  it  will 
not  be  able  to  bear  the  unsparing  scrutiny  to  which  the  progress  of 
society  is  exposing  it.     We  believe  that  it  must  be  reformed,  or 
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intelligent  men  will  abandon  it.  As  the  friends  of  Christianity, 
and  the  foes  of  infidelity,  we  are  therefore  solicitous  to  difiliise  what 
seem  to  us  nobler  and  juster  views  of  this  divine  system. 

7  It  was  our  purpose  to  consider  one  more  objection  to  our  views; 
viz.  that  they  give  no  consolation  in  sickness  and  death.  But  we 
have  only  time  to  express  amazement. at  such  a  charge.  What!  a 
system  which  insists  with  a  peculiar  energy  on  the  pardoning  mercy 
of  God,  on  his  universcd  and  parental  love,  and  on  the  doctrine  of  a 
resurrection  and  immortality — such  a  system  unable  to  give  comfort  ? 
It  unlocks  infinite  springs  of  consolation  and  joy,  and  gives  to  him 
who  practically  receives  it,  a  living,  overflowing,  and  unspeakable 
hope.  Its  power  to  sustain  the  soul  in  death  has  been  often  tried; 
and  did  we  believe  dying  men  to  be  inspired,  or  that  peace  and  hope 
in  the  last  hours  were  Grod's  seal  to  the  truth  of  doctrines,  we  should 
be  able  to  settle  at  once  the  controversy  about  Unitarianism.  A 
striking  example  of  the  power  of  this  system  in  disarming  death,  was 
lately  given  by  a  young  minister  in  a  neighbouring  town,*  known  to 
many  of  our  readers,  and  singularly  endeared  to  his  friends  by  emi- 
nent christian  virtue.  He  was  smitten  by  sickness  in  the  midst  of 
a  useful  and  happy  life,  and  sunk  slowly  to  the  grave.  His  religion, 
and  it  was  that  which  has  now  been  defended,  gave  habitual  peace 
to  his  mind,  and  spread  a  sweet  smile  over  his  pale  countenance. 
He  retained  his  faculties  to  his  last  hour;  and  when  death  ciune, 
having  left  pious  counsel  to  the  younger  members  of  his  family,  and 
expressions  of  gratitude  to  his  parents,  he  breathed  out  life  in  the 
language  of  Jesus — ^  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  spirit.' 
Such  was  the  end  of  one  who  held,  with  an  unwavering  faith,  the 
great  principles  which  we  have  here  advanced;  and  yet  our  doc- 
trine has  no  consolation,  we  are  told,  for  sickness  and  death  ! 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  meet  objections  commonly  urged 

against  our  views  of  religion  ;  and  we  have  done  this,  not  to  build 

up  a  party,  but  to  promote  views  of  Christianity,  which  seem  to  us 

particularly  suited  to  strengthen  men's  faith  in  it,  and  to  make  it 

fruitful  of  good  works  and  holy  lives.     Christian  virtue,  christian 

holiness,  love  to  God  and  man,  these  are  all  which  we  think  worth 

contending  for;  and  these  we  believe  to  be  intimately  connected 

with  the  system  now  maintained.     If  in  this  we  err,  may  Crod  dis 

cover  our  error  and  disappoint  our  efforts.     We  ask  no  success,  but 

what  He  may  approve — ^no  proselytes  but  such  as  will  be  made 

better,  purer,  happier  by  the  adoption  of  our  views. 

*  Rev.  John  E.  Abbot  of  Salem.  Thb  tract  was  first  published  b  1819,  in  the  Cfarit 
tian  Disciple 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX.  563 

BXTRACTB  FBOM  BEHMONS  PREACHED  ON  DAYS  OF  HUMILIATION  AND  PRAYER 
APPOINTED  IN  CONSEaUENCE  OP  THE  DECLARATION  OF  WAR  AGAINST 
GREAT  BRITAIN,    A.  D.  1819. 

In  all  oircumstances,  at  all  times^  war  is  to  be  deprecated.  The 
eYil  passions  which  it  excites,  its  ravages,  its  bloody  conflicts,  the 
distress  and  terror  which  it  carries  into  domestic  life,  the  tears 
which  it  draws  from  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  all  render  war  a 
tremendous  scourge. 

There  are  indeed  conditions,  in  which  war  is  justifiable,  b  neces- 
sary. It  may  be  the  last  and  only  method  of  repelling  lawless  ambi- 
tion, of  defending  invaded  liberty  and  essential  rights.  It  may  be 
th^  method  which  God's  providence  points  out  by  furnishing  the 
means  of  success.  In  these  cases  we  must  not  shrink  from  war; 
though  even  in  these  we  should  deeply  lament  the  necessity  of 
shedding  human  blood.  In  such  wars  our  country  claims  and  de- 
serves our  prayers,  our  cheerful  services,  the  sacrifice  of  wealth 
and  even  of  life.  In  such  wars  we  have  one  consolation,  when 
our  friends  fall  on  the  field  of  l)attle;  we  know  that  they  have  fallen 
in  a  just  cause.  Such  conflicts,  which  our  hearts  and  consciences 
approve,  are  suited  to  call  forth  generous  sentiments,  to  breathe 
patriotism  and  fortitude  through  a  community.  Could  I  view  the 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged  in  this  light,  with  what  difierent  < 
feelings,  my  friends,  should  I  address  you  !  We  might  then  look 
up  to  God  and  commit  to  him  our  country  with  a  holy  confidence. 
But,  in  our  present  state,  what  can  I  say  to  you  ?  I  would,  but 
I  cannot  address  you  in  the  language  of  encouragement.  We 
are  precipitated  into  a  war,  which,  I  think,  cannot  be  justified,  and 
a  war,  which  promises  not  a  benefit,  that  I  can  discover,  to  this 
country  or  to  the  world. 

A  solemn  question  now  offers  itself.  What  conduct  belongs  to 
a  good  citizen  in  our  present  trying  condition?  To  this  subject  I 
call  your  serious  attention. 

Our  condition  induces  me  to  begin  with  urging  on  you  the  im- 
portant duty  of  cherishing  respect  for  civil  government,  and  a  spirit 
of  obedience  to  the  laws.  I  am  sensible,  that  many  whom  I  ad- 
dress, consider  themselves  as  called  to  oppose  the  measures  of  our 
present  rulers.  Let  this  opposition  breathe  nothing  of  insubordina- 
tion, impatience  of  authority,  or  love  of  change.  It  becomes  you 
to  remember,  that  government  is  a  divine  institution,  essential  to 
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the  improTement  of  our  nature,  the  spring  of  industry  and  enter- 
prise, the  shield  of  property  and  life,  the  refuge  of  the  weak  and 
oppressed.  It  is  to  the  security  which  laws  afibrd,  that  we  owe 
the  successful  application  of  human  powers.  Groyemment,  though 
often  perverted  by  ambition  and  other  selfish  passions,  still  holds 
a  distinguished  rank  among  those  influences,  by  which  man 
has  been  rescued  from  barbarism,  and  conducted  through  the 
ruder  stages  of  society,  to  the  habits  of  order,  the  diversified 
employments  and  dependences,  the  refined  and  softened  manners, 
the  intellectual,  moral  and  religious  improvements  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live.  We  are  bound  to  respect  government,  as  the  great 
security  for  social  happiness;  and  we  should  carefully  cherish  that 
habit  of  obedience  to  the  laws,  without  which  the  ends  of  govern- 
ment cannot  be  accomplished.  All  wanton  opposition  to  the  consti- 
tuted authorities;  all  censures  of  rulers,  originating  in  a  ftictious, 
aspiring,  or  envious  spirit;  all  unwillingness  to  submit  to  laws, 
which  are  directed  to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  should  be 
rebuked  and  repressed  by  the  frown  of  public  indignation. 

It  is  impossible,  that  all  the  regulations  of  the  wisest  government 
should  equally  benefit  every  individual;  and  sometimes  the  general 
good  will  demand  arrangements,  which  will  interfere  with  the  inter 
ests  of  particular  members,  or  classes  of  the  nation.  In  -such 
circumstances,  the  individual  is  bound  to  regard  the  inconveniences 
under  which  he  suffers,  as  inseparable  from  a  social,  connected 
state,  as  the  result  of  the  condition  which  Crod  has  appointed,  and 
not  as  the  fault  of  his  rulers;  and  he  should  cheerfully  submit, 
recollecting  how  much  more  he  receives  from  the  community,  than 
he  is  called  to  resign  to  it.  Disaffection  towards  a  government, 
which  is  administered  with  a  view  to  the  general  welfare,  is  a  great 
crime;  and  such  opposition,  even  to  a  bad  government,  as  springs 
from  and  spreads  a  restless  temper,  an  unwillingness  to  yield  to 
wholesome  and  necessary  restraint,  deserves  no  better  name.  In 
proportion  as  a  people  want  a  conscientious  regard  to  the  laws,  and 
are  prepared  to  evade  them  by  fraud,  or  to  arrest  their  operation 
by  violence — ^in  that  proportion  they  need  and  deserve  an  arbitrary 
government,  strong  enough  to  crush  at  a  blow  every  symptom 
of  opposition. 

These  generalremarks  on  the  duty  of  submission,  are  by  no  means 
designed  to  teach  that  rulers  are  never  to  be  opposed.  Because  I 
wish  to  guard  you  against  that  turbulent  and  discontented  spirit, 
which  precipitates  free  communities  into  anarchy,  and  thus  prepares 
them  for  chains,  you  will  not  consider  me  as  asserting,  that  all  opposi- 
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tion  to  goverament,  whatever  be  the  occasion,  or  whatever  the  form, 
is  to  be  branded  as  a  crime.  The  citizen  has  rights  as  well  as  duties. 
Grovemment  is  instituted  for  one  and  a  single  end, — ^the  benefit  of 
the  governed,  the  protection,  peace,  and  welfare  of  society;  and 
when  it  is  perverted  to  other  objects,  to  purposes  of  avarice,  ambi- 
tion,  or  party  spirit,  we  are  authorised  and  even  bound  to  make 
such  opposition,  as  is  suited  to  restore  it  to  its  proper  end,  to  reiuler 
it  as  pure  as  the  imperfection  of  our  nature  and  state  will  admit. 

The  scriptures  have  sometimes  been  thought  to  enjoin  an  un- 
qualified, unlimited  subjection  to  the  '  higher  powers; '  but  in  the 
passages,  which  seem  so  to  teach,  it  is  supposed,  that  thesd  powers 
are  'ministers  of  God  for  good,'  are  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  and 
an  encouragement  to  those  that  do  well.  When  a  government 
wants  this  character,  when  it  becomes  an  engine  of  oppression, 
the  scriptures  enjoin  subjection  no  longer.  Expediency  may  make 
it  our  duty  to  obey,  but  the  government  has  lost  its  rights;  it  can 
no  longer  urge  its  claims  as  an  ordinance  of  God. 

There  have,  indeed,  been  times,  when  sovereigns  have  demaoded 
subjection  as  an  unalienable  right,  and  when  the  superstition  of  sub 
jects  has  surrounded  them  with  a  mysterious  sanctity,  with  a  majesty 
approaching  the  divine.  But  these  days  have  past.  Under  the  robe 
of  office,  we,  my  hearers,  have  learned  to  see  a  man  like  ourselves, 
lliere  is  no  such  sacredness  in  rulers,  as  forbids  scrutiny  into 
their  motives,  or  coiidemnation  of  their  measures.  In  leaving  the 
conmion  walks  of  life,  they  leave  none  of  their  imperfections  behind 
them.  Power  has  even  a  tendency  to  corrupt,  to  feed  an  irregular 
aiiy>ition,  to  harden  the  heart  against  the  claims  and  sufferings  of 
mankind.  Rulers  are  not  to  be  viewed  with  a  malignant  jealousy; 
but  they  ought  to  be  inspected  with  a  watchful,  undazzled  eye. 
Their  virtues  and  services  are  to  be  rewarded  with  generous  praise; 
aad  their  crimes,  and  arts,  and  usurpations  should  be  exposed,  with 
a  fearless  sincerity,  to  the  indignation  of  an  injured  people.  We 
are  not  to  be  factious,  and  neither  are  we  to  be  servile.  With  a 
sincere  disposition  to  obey,  should  be  united  a  firm  purpose  not 
to  be  oppressed. 

60  far  is  an  existing  government  firom  being  clothed  with  an  in- 
vioiable  sanctity,  that  the  citizen,  in  particular  circumstances,  ac^ 
quires  the  right,  not  only  of  remonstrating,  but  of  employing  foBce 
.for  its  destruction.  This  right  accrues  to  him,  when  a  government 
wantonly  disregards  the  ends  of  social  union;  when  it  threatens 
the  subversion  of  national  liberty  and  happiness;  and  when  no  relief 
but  finrce  remains  to  the  suffering  community.     This,  however,  is 
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a  right  which  cannot  be  exercised  with  too  much  deliberat^n 
Subjects  should  very  slowly  yield  to  the  conviction,  that  rulers  have 
that  settled  hostility  to  their  interests,  which  authorises  violence. 
They  must  not  indulge  a  spirit  of  complaint,  and  suffer  their  passions 
to  pronounce  on  their  wrongs.  They  must  remember,  that  the  best 
government  will  partake  the  imperfection  of  all  human  institutions, 
and  that  if  the  ends  of  the  social  compact  are  in  any  tolerable 
degree  accomplished,  they  will  be  mad  indeed  to  hazard  the  bless- 
ings they  possess,  for  the  possibility  of  greater  good. 

Resistance  of  established  power  is  so  great  an  evil,  civil  com- 
motion excites  such  destructive  passions,  the  result  is  so  tremen- 
dously uncertain,  that  every  milder  method  of  relief  should  first 
be  tried,  and  fairly  tried.  The  last  dreadful  resort  is  never  justifi- 
able, until  the  injured  members  of  the  community  are  brought  to 
despair  of  other  relief,  and  are  so  far  united  in  views  and  purposes 
as  to  be  authorised  in  the  hope  of  success.  Civil  conunotion  should 
be  viewed  as  the  worst  of  national  evils,  with  the  single  exception 
of  slavery.  I  know  that  this  country  has  passed  through  one  civil 
war,  without  experiencing  the  calamitous  consequences  of  which  I 
have  spoken.  But  let  us  not  forget,  that  this  was  a  civil  war  of  a 
very  peculiar  character.  The  government  which  we  shook  ofiT  was 
not  seated  in  the  midst  of  us.  Our  struggle  was  that  of  nation 
with  nation,  rather  than  of  fellow  citizens  with  one  another.  Oar 
manners  and  habits  tended  to  give  a  considerateness  and  a  stability 
to  the  public  mind,  which  can  hardly  be  expected  in  a  future  struggle 
And,  in  addition  to  these  favorable  circumstances,  we  were  favored 
by  Heaven  with  a  leader  of  incorruptible  integrity,  of  unstained  * 
purity;  a  patriot  who  asked  no  glory  but  that  of  delivering  his 
country,  who  desired  to  reign  only  in  the  hearts  of  a  fi'ee  and 
happy  people,  whose  disinterestedness  awed  and  repressed  the 
selfish  and  ambitious,  who  inspired  universal  confidence,  and  thus 
was  a  centre  and  bond  of  union  to  the  minds  of  men  in  the  most 
divided  and  distracted  periods  of  our  country.  TUhe  name  of 
Washington  I  may  pronounce  with  reverence  even  in  the  temple 
of  the  Almighty;  and  it  is  a  name  which  revives  the  sinking  spirits 
in  this  day  of  our  declining  glory.  From  a  revolution,  conducted 
by  such  a  man,  under  such  circumstances,  let  no  conclusions  be 
hastUy  drawn  on  the  subject  of  civil  commotion. 

It  becomes  us  to  rejoice,  my  fiiends,  that  we  live  under  a  con- 
stitution, one  great  design  of  which  is,  to  prevent  the  necessity 
of  appealing  to  force,  to  give  the  people  an  opportunity  of  remov- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX.  687 

ing,  without  violence,  those  rulers  from  whom  they  suffer  or 
apprehend  an  invasion  of  rights.  This  is  one  of  the  principal  ad- 
vantages of  a  republic  over  an  absolute  government.  In  a  despot- 
ism, there  is  no  remedy  for  oppression  but  force.  The  subject 
cannot  influence  public  affairs,  but  by  convulsing  the  state.  With 
us,  rulers  may  be  changed,  without  the  horrors  of  a  revolution. 
A  republican  government  secures  to  its  subjects  this  immense 
privilege,  by  confirming  to  them  two  most  important  rights — the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  the  right  of  discussing  with  freedom  the 
conduct  of  rulers.  The  value  of  these  rights  in  affording  a  peace- 
ful method  of  redressing  public  grievances,  cannot  be  expressed, 
and  the  duty  of  maintaining  them,  of  never  surrendering  them, 
cannot  be  too  strongly  urged.  Resign  either  of  these,  and  no  way 
of  escape  from  oppression  will  be  lefl  you,  but  civil  commotion. 

From  the  important  place  which  these  rights  hold  in  a  republican 
government,  you  should  consider  yourselves  bound  to  support  every 
citizen  in  the  lawful  exercise  of  them,  especially  when  an  attempt 
is  made  to  wrest  them  from  any  by  violent  means.  At  the  present 
time,  it  is  particularly  your  duty  to  guard,  with  jealousy,  the  right 
of  expressing  with  freedom  your  honest  convictions  respecting  the 
measures  of  your  rulers.  Without  this,  the  right  of  election  is  not 
worth  possessing.  If  public  abuses  may  not  be  exposed,  their 
authors  wiU  never  be  driven  from  power.  Freedom  of  opinion,  of 
speech,  and  of  the  press,  is  our  most  valuable  privilege,  the  very 
soul  of  republican  institutions,  the  safeguard  of  all  other  rights. 
We  may  learn  its  value  if  we  reflect  that  there  is  nothing  which 
tyrants  so  much  dread.  They  anxiously  fetter  the  press;  they 
scatter  spies  through  society,  that  the  murmurs,  anguish,  and  in- 
dignation of  their  oppressed  subjects  may  be  smothered  in  their 
own  breasts;  that  no  generous  sentiment  may  be  nourished  by 
sympathy  and  mutual  confidence.  Nothing  awakens  and  improves 
men  so  much  as  free  communication  of  thoughts  and  feelings. 
Nothing  can  give  to  public  sentiment  that  correctness,  which  is 
essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a  commonwealth,  but  the  free  circula- 
tion of  truth,  from  the  lips  and  pens  of  the  wise  and  good.  If  such 
men  abandon  the  right  of  free  discussion;  if,  awed  by  threats,  they 
suppress  their  convictions;  if  rulers  succeed  in  silencing  every 
voice,  but  that  which  approves  them;  if  nothing  reaches  the  peo- 
ple, but  what  will  lend  support  to  men  in  power — farewell  to  liberty. 
The  form  of  a  free  government  may  remain,  but  the  life,  the  soul, 
the  substance  is  fled. 
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If  these  remarks  be  just,  nothing  ought  to  excite  greater  indig- 
nation and  alarm,  than  the  attempts,  which  have  lately  been  made 
to  destroy  the  freedom  of  the  press.  We  have  lived  to  hear  the 
strange  doctrine,  that  to  expose  the  measures  of  rulers  is  treason; 
and  we  have  lived  to  see  this  doctrine  carried  into  practice.  We 
have  seen  a  savage  populace  excited  and  let  loose  on  men,  whose 
crime  consisted  in  bearing  testimony  against  the  present  war;  and 
let  loose,  not  merely  to  waste  their  property,  but  to  tear  then  from 
the  refuge  which  the  magistrate  had  afforded,  and  to  shed  their  bkMML 
In  this  and  in  other  events  there  have  been  symptoms  of  a  pnrpose 
to  terrify  into  silence  those  who  disapprove  the  calamitous  war 
under  which  we  suffer;  to  deprive  us  of  the  only  method,  which  is 
left,  of  obtaining  a  wiser  and  better  government.  The  cry  has 
been,  that  war  is  declared,  and  all  opposition  should  therefore  be 
hushed.  ^  A  sentiment  more  unworthy  of  a  free  country  can  hardly 
be  propagated.  If  this  doctrine  be  admitted,  rulers  have  only  to 
declare  war,  and  they  are  screened  at  once  from  scrutiny.  At  the 
very  time  when  they  have  armies  at  command,  when  their  patron- 
age is  most  extended,  and  their  power  most  formidable,  not  a  word 
of  warning,  of  censure,  of  alarm  must  be  heard.  The  press, 
which  is  to  expose  inferior  abuses,  must  not  utter  one  rebuke,  one 
indignant  complaint,  although  our  best  interests,  and  most  valuable 
rights  are  put  to  hazard,  by  an  unnecessary  war.  Admit  this  doc- 
trine, let  rulers  once  know,  that,  by  placing  the  country  in  a  state  of 
war,  they  place  themselves  beyond  the  only  power  they  dread,  the 
power  of  free  discussion,  and  we  may  expect  war  without  end. 
Our  peace  and  all  our  interests  require,  that  a  different  sentiment 
should  prevail.  We  should  teach  our  present  and  all  future  rulers, 
that  there  is  no  measure,  for  which  they  must  render  so  solemn  an 
account  to  their,  constituents,  as  for  a  declaration  of  war;  that  no 
measure  will  be  so  freely,  so  fully  discussed;  and  that  no  adminis- 
tration can  succeed,  in  persuading  this  people  to  exhaust  their 
treasure  and  blood  in  supporting  war,  unless  it  be  palpfd>ly  neces- 
sary and  just.  In  war  then,  as  in  peace,  assert  the  freedom  of 
speech  and  of  the  press.  Cling  to  this,  as  the  bulwark  of  ail  your 
rights  and  privileges. 

But,  my  friends,  I  should  not  be  faithful,  were  I  only  to  call  yon 
to  hold  fast  this  freedom.  I  would  still  more  earnestly  exhort  you 
not  to  abuse  it.  Its  abuse  may  be  as  fatal  to  our  country  as  its 
relinquishment.  If  undirected,  unrestrained  by  principle,  the 
press^  instead  of  enlightening,  depraves  the  public  mind;  and^  by 
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iU  licentiousness,  forges  chains  for  itself  and  for  the  community. 
The  right  of  free  discussion  is  not  the  right  of  uttering  what  we 
please.  Let  nothing  be  spoken  or  written  but  truth .  The  influence 
of  the  press  is  exceedingly  diminished  by  its  gross  and  frequent  mis- 
representations. Each  party  listens  with  distrust  to  the  statements 
of  the  other,  and  the  consequence  is  that  the  progress  of  truth  is 
slow,  and  sometimes  wholly  obstructed.  Whilst  we  encourage  the 
free  expression  of  opinion,  let  us  unite  in  fixing  the  brand  of  infamy 
on  falsehood  and  slander,  wherever  they  originate,  whatever  be  the 
cause  they  are  designed  to  maintain. 

But  it  is  not  enough  that  truth  be  told.  It  should  be  told  for  a 
good  end;  not  to  irritate,  but  to  convince;  not  to  inflame  the  bad 
passions,  but  to  sway  the  judgment  and  to  awaken  sentiments  of 
patriotism.  Unhappily  the  press  seems  now  to  be  chiefly  prized 
as  an  instrument  of  exasperation.  Those  who  have  embraced 
error  are  hardened  in  their  principles,  by  the  reproachful  epithets 
heaped  on  them  by  their  adversaries.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  that 
political  discussion  is  to  be  conducted  tamely,  that  no  sensibility 
is  to  be  expressed,  no  indignation  to  be  poured  forth  on  wicked 
men  and  wicked  deeds.  But  this  I  mean, — that  we  should  delibe- 
rately inquire,  whether  indignation  be  deserved,  before  we  express 
it;  and  the  object  of  expressing  it  should  ever  be,  not  to  infuse 
ill  will,  rancor,  and  fury  into  the  minds  of  men,  but  to  excite  an 
enlightened  and  conscientious  opposition  to  injurious  measures. 

Every  good  man  must  mourn,  that  so  much  is  continually  publish- 
ed among  us,  for  no  other  apparent  end,  than  to  gratify  the  malevo- 
lence of  one  party,  by  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  opposite. 
The  consequence  is,  that  an  alarming  degree  of  irritation  exists 
in  our  country.  Fellow  citizens  burn  with  mutual  hatred,  and 
some  are  evidently  ripe  for  outrage  and  violence.  In  this  feverish 
state  of  the  public  mind  we  are  not  to  relinquish  free  discussion, 
but  every  man  should  feel  the  duty  of  speaking  and  writing  with 
deliberation.  It  is  the  time  to  be  firm  without  passion.  No  menace 
should  be  employed  to  provoke  opponents,  no  defiance  hurled,  no 
language  used  which  will,  in  any  measure,  justify  the  ferocious  in 
appealing  to  force. 

The  sum  of  my  remarks  is  this.  It  is  your  duty  to  hold  fast  and 
to  assert  with  firmness  those  truths  and  principles  on  which  the 
welfare  of  your  country  seems  to  depend;  but  do  this  with  calmness, 
with  a  love  of^  peace,  without  ill  will  and  revenge.  Use  every 
opportunity  of  allaying  animosities.  Discourage,  in  decided  and 
open  language,  that  rancor,  malignity,  and  unfeeling  abuse,  which 
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80  often  find  their  way  into  our  public  prints.  Remember,  that  in 
proportion  as  a  people  become  enslaved  to  their  passions,  they  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  aspiring  and*  unprincipled;  and  that  a  corrupt 
government,  which  has  an  interest  in  deceiving  the  people,  can 
desire  nothing  more  favorable  to  their  purposes,  than  a  frenzied 
state  of  the  public  mind. 

My  friends,  in  this  day  of  discord,  let  us  cherish  and  breathe 
around  us*  the  benevolent  spirit  of  Christianity.  Let  us  reserve 
to  ourselves  this  consolation,  that  we  have  added  no  fuel  to  the 
flames,  no  violence  to  the  storms,  which  threaten  to  desolate  our 
country.  Though  dishonored,  though  endangered,  it  is  still  our 
country.  Let  us  not  forsake  it  in  this  evil  day.  Let  us  hold  ftst 
the  inheritance  of  our  civil  and  religious  liberties,  which  we  have 
received  froih  our  fathers,  sealed  and  hallowed  by  their  blood.  That 
these  blessings  may  not  be  lost,  let  us  labor  to  improve  public  senti* 
ment,  and  to  exalt  men  of  wisdom  and  virtue  to  power.  Let  it  be 
our  labor  to  establish  in  ourselves  and  in  our  feUow  citizens  the 
empire  of  true  religion.  Let  us  remember  that  there  is  no  founda- 
tion of  public  liberty  but  public  virtue,  that  there  is  no  method  of 
obtaining  God's  protection  but  adherence  to  his  laws. 

Let  us  not  despair  of  our  country.  If  all  that  we  wish  can- 
not be  done  for  the  state,  still  something  may  be  done.  Li 
the  good  principles,  in  the  love  of  order  and  liberty,  by  which  so 
many  of  our  citizens  are  distinguished;  in  the  tried  virtue,  delibe- 
rate prudence,  and  unshaken  firmness  of  the  chief  magistrate, 
whom  God  in  his  great  goodness  has  given  to  this  Commonwealth; 
in  the  value  of  the  blessings  which  are  at  stake;  in  the  peculiar 
kindness  which  God  has  manifested  towards  our  fathers  and  our- 
selves; we  have  motives,  encouragements,  and  solemn  obligations 
to  resolute,  persevering  exertion  in  our  different  spheres,  and  ac- 
cording to  our  different  capacities,  for  the  public  good.  Thus 
faithful  to  ourselves  and  our  country,  and  using  vigorously  every 
righteous  means  for  restoring  peace  and  confirming  freedom,  we 
may  confidently  leave  the  issue  to  the  wise  and  holy  providence  of 
Him  who  cannot  err,  and  who,  we  are  assured,  will  accept  and 
reward  every  conscientious  effort  for  his  own  glory  and  the  good  of 
mankind. 
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EXTRACTS  FBOM  A  SERMON  DELIYlSRED  SEPT.  18,  1814,  WHEN  AN  INVASION 
BY  THE  BRITISH  FORCES  WAS  APPREHENDED  AT  BOSTON. 

At  such  a  moment  as  the  present,  when  every  mind  is  fixing  a 
fearful  attention  on  the  state  of  the  country,  it  is  impossible  that  a 
religious  instructor  should  escape  participation  in  the  common  feel- 
ing. His  sacred  calling  does  not  require  him  to  separate  himself 
from  the  community,  to  forget  that  he  is  a  citizen,  to  put  off  the  feel- 
ings of  a  man.  The  religion  which  he  teaches  inculcates  public 
spirit,  and  a  strong  and  tender  concern  for  all  by  whom  he  is  surround- 
ed. He  would  be  unworthy  his  sacred  function,  were  he  not  to  love 
his  country,  and  to  sympathise  with  its  prosperous  and  adverse  for- 
tunes. The  religion,  which  it  is  his  duty  to  dispense,  regards  men 
in  all  their  relations,  and  affords  instructions  suited  to  every  condi- 
tion whether  of  individuals  or  communities.  You  .will  not  then 
consider  me  as  leaving  the  province  of  a  religious  teacher,  if  I 
speak  to  you  of  the  dangers,  and  claims  of  our  country,  if  I  address 
you  as  citizens,  and  attempt  to  point  out  your  duties  at  the  present 
solemn  period. 

The  present  is  indeed  a  solemn  period.  The  sad  reverse  which 
this  country  exhibits  astonishes  as  well  as  depresses  us.  But  a  few 
years  ago,  we  stood  on  the  height  of  prosperity.  Amidst  the  storms 
which  desolated  nations,  we  were  at  peace,  and  the  very  storms  seem- 
ed freighted  with  blessings  for  our  tranquil  shores. — ^And  is  it  true, 
that  firom  this  height  we  have  sunk  so  low,  that  our  commerce  is 
swept  from  the  ocean,  that  industry  has  forsaken  our  cities,  that  the 
husbandman  has  resigned  the  ploughshare  for  the  sword,  that  our 
confidence  is  changed  into  fear,  that  the  tumult  of  business  has 
given  place  to  the  din  of  arms,*  that  some  of  our  citizens  are  perish- 
ing in  foreign  prisons,  and  others  shedding  their  blood  on  a  foreign 
soil,  that  hostile  fleets  scatter  terror  through  our  coasts,  and  flames 
through  our  cities,  that  no  man  feels  secure,  that  the  thought  of 
invasion  and  slaughter  mingles  with  the  labors  of  the  day,  and 
jdisturbs  the  slumbers  of  the  night,  and  that  our  national  govern- 
ment, empoverished,  and  inefiicient,  can  aflTord  us  no  protectioi^ 
from  such  imminent  danger  ?  Yes — this  is  true;  we  need  no  rea- 
soning to  convince  us  of  its  truth.  We  see  it  in  the  anxious 
countenance,  in  the  departing  family,  in  the  care  which  removes  our 
possessions,  in  the  obstructions  and  perplexities  of  business,  and 
in  the  events  which  every  day  brings  to  our  ears.    At  such  a  mo* 
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ment,  it  becomes  each  man  to  ask  himself  what  are  his  duties,  what 
the  times  demand  from  him,  in  what  manner  he  may  contribute  to 
the  public  safety.  It  is  a  time  for  seriousness,  for  consideration. 
With  prosperity,  we  should  dismiss  our  levity.  The  period  of 
duty  may  to  many  of  us  be  short.  Whilst  it  continues,  let  it< 
be  improved. 

1.  The  first  remark  I  shall  make  is,  that  it  becomes  every  man  at 
this  solemn  moment,  to  reflect  on  his  own  character  and  life,  to  in- 
quire what  he  has  done  to  bring  down  judgments  on  his  country, 
to  confess  and  renounce  his  sins,  and  to  resolve  on  a  sincere  obedi- 
ence of  God's  commands.  We  ought  to  remember  that  we  live 
under  a  moral  government,  which  regards  the' character  of  commu- 
nities as  truly  as  of  individuals.  A  nation  has  reason  for  fear,  in 
proportion  to  its  guilt;  and  a  virtuous  nation,  sensible  of  dependence 
on  God,  and  disposed  to  respect  his  laws,  is  assured  of  his  protection. 
Every  people  must  indeed  be  influenced  in  a  measure  by  the  gene- 
ral state  of  the  world,  by  the  changes  and  conflicts  of  other  com- 
munities. When  the  ocean  is  in  tumult,  every  shore  will  feel  the 
agitation.  But  a  people  faithful  to  Crod  will  never  be  forsaken. 
In  addition  to  the  direct  and  obvious  tendency  of  national  piety  and 
virtue  to  naiional  safety  and  exaltation,  a  virtuous  community  may 
expect  peculiar  interpositions  of  providence  for  their  defence  and 
prosperity.  They  are  not  indeed  to  anticipate  visible  miracles. 
They  are  not  to  imagine,  that  invading  hosts  will  be  annihilated 
like  Sennacherib^s  by  the  arm  of  an  angel.  But  God,  we  must 
remember,  can  efiect  his  purposes,  and  preserve  the  just,  without 
such  stupendous  interpositions.  The  hearts  of  men  are  in  his 
hand.  The  elements  of  nature  obey  his  word.  He  has  winds 
to  scatter  the  proudest  fleet,  diseases  to  prostrate  the  strongest 
army.  Consider  how  many  events  must  conspire,  how  many 
secret  springs  must  act  in  concert,  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of 
the  statesman,  or  the  plans  of  the  warrior.  How  often  have  the 
best  concerted  schemes  been  thwarted,  the  most  menacing  prepara- 
tions been  defeated,  the  proud  boast  of  anticipated  victory  been  put 
to  shame,  by  what  we  call  casualty,  by  a  slightand  accidental  want 
of  concert,  by  the  error  of  a  chief,  or  by  neglect  in  subordinate 
agents.  Let  God  determine  the  defeat  of  an  enemy  and  we  need 
not  fear  that  means  will  be  wanting.  He  sends  terror,  or  blind- 
ness, or  mad  presumption  into  the  minds  of  leaders.  Heaven, 
earth,  and  sea  are  arrayed  to  oppose  their  progress.  An  uncon- 
querable spirit  is  breathed  into  the  invaded;  and  the  dreaded  foe 
seeks  his  safety  in  dishonorable  flight. 
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My  friends,  if  Ciod  be  for  us,  no  matter  who  is  against  us. 
Mere  power  ought  not  to  intimidate  us;  He  can  crush  it  in  a  mo- 
ment. We  live  in  a  period  when  God's  supremacy  has  been  re- 
markably evinced,  when  he  has  signally  confounded  the  powerful, 
and  delivered  the  oppressed  and  endangered.  At  his  word,  the 
forged  chain  has  been  broken;  mighty  armies  have  been  dispersed 
as  chaff  before  the  whirlwind;  colossal  thrones  have  been  shivered 
like  the  brittle  clay.  God  is  still  ^  wqnderful  in  counsel  and  excellent 
in  working; '  and  if  he  wills  to  deliver  us,  we  cannot  be  subdued. 
It  i^  then  most  important  that  we  seek  God's  favor.  And  how  is 
his  favor  to  be  obtained  ?  I  repeat  it — He  is  a  moral  governor, 
the  friend  of  the  righteous,  the  punisher  of  the  wicked;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  piety,  uprightness,  temperance,  and  christian  virtue  pre- 
vail among  us,  in  that  proportion  we  are  assured  of  his  favor  and 
protection.  A  virtuous  people,  fighting  in  defence  of  their  altars 
and  firesides,  may  look  to  God  with  confidence.  An  invisible,  but 
almighty  arm  surrounds  them,  an  impenetrable  shield  is  their 
shadow  and  defence. 

It  becomes  us  then  co  inquire,  how  far  have  we  sustained  the 
character  of  a  pious  and  virtuous  people  ?  And  whose  heart  does 
not  accuse  him  of  many  sins?  Who  can  look  round  on  bis  country, 
and  not  see  many  proofs  of  ingratitude  to  God,  and  of  contempt  of 
his  laws  ?  Do  I  speak  to  any,  who,  having  received  success  and 
innumerable  blessings  from  Grod,  have  yet  forgotten  the  giver? 
to  any  who  have  converted  abundance  into  the  instrument  of  ex- 
cess ?  to  any,  who,  having  been  instructed  by  the  gospel,  have  yet 
refused  to  employ  in  well  doing  the  bounty  of  Heaven?  to  any,  who 
are  living  in  habits  of  intemperance,  impurity,  impiety,  fraud,  or 
any  known  sin?  To  such  I  would  say,  Tou  are  among  the  enemies 
of  your  country,  and,  should  she  fall,  among  the  authors  of  her  ruin. 
Let  then  this  season  be  something  more  than  an  occasion  of  formal 
confession.  We  owe  to  ourselves  and  our  country  deep  sorrow 
for  our  sins,  and  those  sincere  purposes  of  reformation,  which  more 
than  all  things,  bring  down  blessings  from  Heaven. 

S.  Having  recommended  penitence  in  general  as  suited  to  the 
present  moment,  let  me  particularly  recommend  one  branch  of 
piety  which  the  times  demand  of  us.  Let  us  each  be  instant  and 
fervent  in  prayer.  Let  us  pray  to  God,  that  he  will  not  forsake  us 
in  this  dark  and  menacing  day;  that  he  will  remember  the  mercy 
shown  to  our  fathers;  that  he  will  crown  with  success  our  efibrts 
in  defence  of  our  possessions,  our  dwellings,  and  our  temples;  thai 
he  will  breathe  an  invincible  courage  into  our  soldiers;  that  he 
60* 
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will  guard  and  guide  our  rulers;  that  he  will  turn  the  invader 
from  our  shores;  or,  if  he  shall  otherwise  appoint,  that  he  will  be  our 
shield  in  battle,  and  will  send  us  deliverance.  For  these  blessings 
let  us  daily  besiege  the  mercy-seat  of  God,  deeply  convinced  that 
he  controls  the  destinies  of  armies  and  nations,  that  he  gives  or 
withholds  success,  and  that  without  him  all  exertion  is  unavailing. 
By  this  it  is  not  intended  that  we  are  to  do  nothing  but  pray;  that 
we  are  to  leave  our  shores  without  defence,  or  neglect  any  means 
of  security.  God  gives  us  powers  that  we  should  exert,  weapons 
that  we  should  wield  them.  We  are  to  employ  every  resource  which 
he  grants  us;  but^  having  done  this,  we  must  remember  that  on  Crod, 
not  on  ourselves,  depends  the  result  of  our  exertions.  The  race  is 
not  always  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong.  €rod  gives 
victory,  and  to  him  let  every  eye  and  heart  be  directed.  You  who 
have  no  other  weapons,  contend  with  your  prayers  for  your  country. 
— It  will  not  be  imagined  from  these  remarks,  that  by  importunity 
of  prayer  God  can  be  bent  to  favor  an  unjust  cause.  But  when  our 
cause  is  just ;  when,  instead  of  waging  offensive  war,  we  gather 
round  our  city  and  shores  for  defence,  we  may  be  assured  that  sin- 
cere prayer,  united  with  sincere  purposes  of  obedience,  will  not  be 
lost.  Prayer  is  a  proper  and  appointed  acknowledgement  of  our 
dependence,  an  essential  means  and  branch  of  piety;  and  they  who 
neglect  it  have  no  reason  to  hope  the  protection,  which  they  will 
not  implore.  Let  us  then  take  heed,  lest  the  tumult  of  military  pre- 
paration make  us  forgetful  of  the  Author  of  all  good,  lest  in  collect- 
ing armies  and  raising  walls  of  defence  we  forsake  the  footstool  of 
the  Almighty,  the  only  giver  of  victory. 

3.  This  is  a  time  when  we  shduld  all  bring  clearly  and  strongly 
to  our  minds  our  duties  to  our  country,  and  should  cherish  a  strong 
and  ardent  attachment  to  the  public  good.  The  claims  of  coun- 
try have  been  felt  and  obeyed  even  in  the  rudest  ages  of  society. 
The  community  to  which  we  belong  is  commended  by  our  very 
nature  to  our  affection  and  service.  Christianity,  in  enjoining  a  dis- 
interested and  benevolent  spirit,  admits  and  sanctions  this  sentiment 
of  nature,  this  attachment  to  the  land  of  our  fathers,  the  land  of  our 
nativity.  It  only  demands,  that  our  patriotism  be  purified  from  every 
mixture  of  injustice  towards  foreign  nations.  Within  this  limit  we 
cannot  too  ardently  attach  ourselves  to  the  welfare  of  our  country 
Especially  in  its  perils,  we  should  fly  to  its  rescue  with  filial  zeal 
and  affection,  resolved  to  partake  its  sufferings,  and  prepared  to  die 
in  its  defence.  The  present  moment,,  my  friends,  calls  on  us  fiv 
this  fervent  patriotism.     The  question  now  is,  not  whether  w€ 
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will  cany  iDvasion,  slaughter,  and  desolation  into  an  unoffending 
province,  not  whether  we  will  give  our  strength  and  wealth  to  the 
prosecution  of  unprincipled  plans  of  conquest,  but  whether  we  will 
defend  our  firesides  and  altars,  whether  we  will  repel  firom  our 
shores  an  hostile  army.  On  this  question  our  duty  is  clear.  How- 
ever unjustifiable  may  have  been  the  measures  by  which  we  have 
been  reduced  to  this  moumfiil  extremity,  our  right  to  our  soil  and 
our  possessions  remains  unimpaired;  the  right  of  defence  can  never 
be  wrested  from  us;  and  never,  whilst  God  gives  means  of  resist- 
ance, ought  we  to  resign  our  country  to  the  clemency  of  a  foe. 
Our  duties  as  patriots  and  Christians  are  plain.  Whilst  we  disclaim 
all  share  in  the  guilt  of  that  war  which  is  bursting  on  our  shores, 
we  should  resolve,  that  we  will  be  true  to  ourselves,  to  our  fathers, 
and  to  posterity,  that  we  will  maintain  the  inheritance  which  we  have 
received,  that  whilst  God  gives  us  power  we  will  not  receive  law 
as  a  conquered  people. 

We  should  animate  our  patriotism  at  this  moment  of  danger,  by 
reflecting  that  we  have  a  country  to  contend  for  which  deserves 
every  effort  and  sacrifice.  As  members  of  this  Commonwealth,  in 
particular,  we  have  every  motive  to  invigorate  our  hearts  and  hands. 
We  have  the  deeds  of  our  fathers,  their  piety  and  virtues,  and  their 
solicitude  for  the  rights  and  happiness  of  their  posterity,  to  awaken 
our  emulation.  How  invaluable  the  inheritance  they  have  left  us, 
earned  by  their  toils  and  defended  by  their  blood  !  Our  populous 
cities  and  cultivated  fields,  our  schools,  colleges,  and  churches,  our 
equal  laws,  our  uncorrupted  tribunals  of  justice,  our  spirit  of  enter- 
prise, and  our  habits  of  order  and  peace,  all  combine  to  form  a  com- 
monwealth as  rich  in  blessings  and  privileges  as  the  history  of  the 
world  records.  We  possess,  too,  the  chief  glory  of  a  state,  many 
virtuous  and  disinterested  citizens,  a  chief  magistrate  who  would 
adorn  any  country  and  any  age,  enlightened  statesmen,  and,  I  trust, 
a  fearless  soldiery.  Such  a  community  deserves  our  affection,  our 
honor,  our  zeal,  the  vigor  of  our  arms,  and  the  devotion  of  our 
lives.  If  we  look  back  to  Sparta,  Athens,  and  Rome,  we  shall 
find,  that,  in  the  institutions  of  this  Commonwealth,  we  have  sources 
of  incomparably  richer  blessings,  than  those  republics  conferred 
on  their  citizens  in  their  proudest  days;  and  yet  Sparta,  and  Rome, 
and  Athens  inspired  a  love  stronger  than  death.  In  the  day  of 
their  danger,  every  citizen  offered  his  breast  as  a  bulwark,  every 
citizen  felt  himself  the  property  of  his  country.  It  is  true,  a  base 
alloy  mingled  with  the  patriotism  of  ancient  times,  and  God  forbid 


Digitized  by 


Google 


696  APPENDIX. 

that  a  sentiment  so  impure  should  hum  in  our  breasts.  God  for* 
bid,  that  like  the  Greek  and  the  Roman,  we  should  cany  fire  and 
slaughter  into  other  countries,  to  build  up  a  false  fleeting  glory  at 
home.  But  whilst  we  take  warning  by  their  excesses,  let  us  catch 
a  portion  of  their  fervor,  and  learn' to  live,  not  for  ourselves,  but 
for  that  country,  whose  honor  and  interest  Grod  has  intrusted  to 
our  care. 

4.  The  times  especially  demand  of  us  that  we  cherish  a  spirit  of 
fortitude,  courage,  and  resolution.  The  period  of  danger  is  the  time 
to  arm  the  mind  with  all  the  force  and  energy  of  which  it  is  suscepti- 
ble. In  communities,  as  in  individuals,  there  is  a  proneness  to 
excessive  alarm.  Especially  when  untried,  unexperienced  dangers 
approach,  imagination  is  prone  to  enlarge  them;  a  panic  spreads  like 
lightning  firom  breast  to  breast,  and  before  a  blow  is  struck,  a  people 
are  subdued  by  their  fears.  There  is  a  rational  fear,  which  we 
ought  to  cherish,  a  fear  which  views  in  all  its  dimensions  approach- 
ing peril,  and  prepares  with  vigilance  every  means  of  defence. 
At  the  present  moment  we  ought  not  to  shut  our  eyes  on  our  dan- 
ger. Our  enemy  is  formidable.  A  veteran  army,  trained  to  war, 
accustomed  to  success,  fresh  from  conquest,  and  led  by  experienced 
commanders,  is  not  to  be  despised,  even  if  inferior  in  numbers, 
and  even  if  it  have  received  a  temporary  check.  But  such  an 
army  owes  much  of  its  formidableness  to  the  fearless  spirit  which 
habit  has  fostered;  and  the  best  weapon,  under  Providence,  which 
we  can  oppose  to  it,  is  the  same  courage,  nurtured  by  reflection, 
by  sentiments  of  honor,  and  by  the  principles  of  religion.  Courage 
indeed  is  not  always  invincible,  and  when  God  destines  a  nation  to 
bondage  the  valor  of  the  hero  is  unavailing.  But  it  is  generally  true, 
that  a  brave  people,  contending  in  a  just  cause,  possess  in  their 
courage  the  pledge  of  success.  The  instrument  by  which  Grod 
rescues  nations  is  their  own  undaunted  resolution.  Let  us  then , 
cherish  in  ourselves  and  others,  a  firm  and  heroic  spirit.  Let  us 
fortify  our  minds,  by  reflecting  on  the  justice  of  our  cause,  that  we 
are"  standing  on  our  own  shores,  and  defending  invaded  rights.  Let 
us  show  that  our  love  of  peace  has  not  originated  in  timidity,  and  that 
the  spirit  of  our  fathers  still  lives  in  their  sons.  Let  us  call  to  the 
support  of  our  resolution  the  principles  of  religion.  Devoting  our- 
selves to  God,  and  engaging  in  this  warfare  from  a  sense  of  duty,  let 
us  feel  that  we  are  under  His  protection,  that  in  the  heat  of  battle  he 
is  near  us,  that  life  and  death  await  his  word,  and  that  death,  in  a 
service  which  he  approves,  is  never  untimely  and  is  never  to  be 
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ahunned.  Let  us  consider  that  life  at  best  is  short,  and  its  bless- 
ings transitorj,  that  its  great  end  is  to  train  us  to  virtue  and .  to 
prepare  us  for  heaven,  and  that  we  had  far  better  resign  it  at 
once  than  protract  it  by  baseness  or  unmanly  fear.  Death  awaits 
us  all,  and  happy  he  who  meets  it  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  Most 
happy  and  most  honored  of  men  b  the  martyr  to  religion,  wh« 
seals  with  his  blood  those  truths,  on  which  human  virtue,  consola- 
tion and  hope,  depend;  and  next  to  him,  happy  is  the  martyr  to  the 
cause  of  his  country,  who,  in  obedience  to  (Sod,  opposes  his  breast 
to  the  sword  of  her  invaders,  and  repays  with  life  the  protection 
she  has  afforded. 

5.  I  have  thus,  my  firiends,  set  before  you  your  duties  to  God 
and  your  country  in  this  period  of  danger.  Let  me  close  with 
ofiermg  a  few  remarks  on  your  duties  to  your  enemies.  You  will 
remember  that  we  profess  a  religion,  which  enjoins  benevolence 
towards  all  mankind,  even  towards  our  personal  and  national  foes. 
Let  not  our  patriotism  be  sullied  with  malignant  passions.  Whilst 
we  defend  our  shores  with  courage,  let  us  not  cherish  hatred  towards 
our  invaders.  We  should  not  open  our  ear  to  every  idle  tale  of 
their  outrages,  nor  heap  calumnies  on  their  heads  because  they  are 
enemies.  The  brave  are  generous.  True  courage  needs  not  ma- 
lignity to  feed  and  inflame  it.  Especially  when  our  foe  is  an  illus- 
trious nation,  which  for  ages  has  defended  and  nurtured  (he  interests 
of  religion,  science,  and  humanity ;  a  nation  to  which  grateful  Europe 
is  now  ofiering  acknowledgements  for  the  protection  which  she  has 
extended  over  the  oppressed,  and  for  the  vigor  with  which  she  has 
cooperated  in  prostrating  the  bloody  and  appalling  power  of  the 
usurper; — ^when  such  a  nation  is  our  foe,  we  should  feel  it  unworthy 
and  debasing  to  encourage  a  rancorous  and  vindictive  spirit.  True, 
she  is  sending  her  armies  to  our  shores;  but  let  us  no^  forget,  that 
our  own  government  first  sent  slaughter  and  conflagration  into  her 
unoffending  provinces.  Let  not  approaching  danger  disturb  our 
recollections,  or  unsettle  our  prmciples.  If  we  are  to  meet  her 
armies  in  battle,  which  God  in  his  mercy  fbrbid,  let  us  meet  them 
with  that  magnanimity,  which  is  candid  and  just  even  to  its  foes. 
Let  us  fight,  not,  like  beasts  of  prey,  to  glut  revenge,  but  to  main- 
tain our  rights,  to  obtain  an  honorable  peace,  and  to  obtain  a  victory 
which  shall  be  signalized  by  clemency  as  well  as  by  valor.  God 
forbid,  that  our  conflicts  should  add  fury  to  those  bad  passions  and 
national  antipathies,  which  have  helped  to  bring  this  country  to  its 
present  degraded  and  endangered  condition. 
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I  have  placed  before  jou  your  duties.  Crod  giTe  jon  grace 
to  perform  them.  In  this  day  of  danger,  we  know  not  what  is 
before  us;  but  this  we  know,  that  the  path  of  piety,  of  Tirtue,  of 
patriotism,  and  manly  courage,  leads  to  glory  and  to  immortal- 
ity. No  enemy  can  finally  injure  us,  if  we  are  true  to  God,  to  our 
eountry,  to  mankind.  In  such  a  cause  as  ours,'  I  truat,  prospefity 
and  victory  will  be  granted  us  by  the  almighty  Dispoaer.  But 
whether  success  or  disaster  await  us,  we  know  that  the  world  is 
passing  away,  and  that  all  of  us  will  soon  be  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  its  changes.  Let  us  not  then  be  elated  or  depressed;  but, 
with  a  firm  and  equal  mind,  let  us  acquit  ourselves  as  mea  and 
Christians  in  our  several  spheres,  lookmg  upward  to  heaven  as  our 
rest  and  reward. 


0 

NOTICE   OF   THE    REV.   S.    C.    THACHER. 

[The  Rev.  S.  C.  Thacukr,  late  Minister  of  the  New  South  Chnrch  in  Boftoo,  died 
Ht  Moulines,  in  France,  Jan.  2,  1818,  iEtat.  82.  He  had  k>Dg  been  abeeot  from  tfak 
country,  and  had  visited  the  Cbpe  of  Good  H<^,  for  the  recovery  <^  his  health.  The 
following  sketch  of  his  character  is  taken 'from  a  discourse  delivered  in  the  church,  where 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  officiate,  the  Sunday  after  the  aoooonts  of  hie  death  were 
received.] 

The  news  of  Mr.  Thacher's  death,  although  not  unexpected, 
spread  an  unusual  gloom  through  the  large  circle  in  which  he 
moved  and  was  known.  When  we  thought  of  his  youth  and  vir- 
tues, of  the  place  which  he  had  fiUed  and  of  the  confidence  he 
had  inspired,  of  his  sickness  and  sufiTerings,  of  his  death  in  a  dis- 
tant land,  and  of  the  hopes  which  died  with  him,  we  could  not  but 
speak  of  his  removal  as  mysterious,  dark,  untimely.  My  own 
mind  participated  at  first  in  the  general  depression;  but  in  proportion 
as  I  have  reflected  on  the  circumstances  of  this  event,  I  have  seen 
in  them  a  kindness,  which  I  overlooked  in  the  first  moments  of 
sorrow;  and  though  in  many  respects  inscrutable,  this  dispensation 
now  wears  a  more  consoling  aspect. 

I  now  see  in  our  fiiend  a  young  man,  uncommonly  ripe  in  un- 
derstanding and  virtue,  for  whom  God  appointed  an  early  immor- 
tality. His  lot  on  earth  was  singularly  happy;  for  I  have  never 
known. a  minister  more  deeply  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  his  peo|^. 
But  this  condition  had  its  perils.  With  a  paternal  concern  for  his 
character  (Sod  sent  adversity,  and  conducted  him  to  the  end  of  his 
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being  by  a  rougher  but  surer  waj,  a  way  trodden  and  consecrated 
by  the  steps  of  the  best  men  before  him.  He  was  smitten  by  sud- 
den sickness;  but  even  here  the  hand  of  Grod  was  gentle  upon  him. 
His  sickness,  whilst  it  wasted  the  body,  had  no  power  over  the 
spirit.  His  understanding  retained  its  vigor;  and  his  heart,  as  I 
often  observed,  gained  new  sensibility.  His  sufferings,  by  calling 
forth  an  almost  unprecedented  kindness  in  his  parishioners,  ftirnished 
him  with  new  and  constant  occasions  of  pious  gratitude,  and  per- 
haps he  was  never  so  thankful  to  the  Author  of  his  being,  as  during 
his  sickness. 

He  was  indeed  removed  at  length  from  the  kind  offices  of  his 
friends.  But  this  event  was  fitted,  and,  may  I  not  say,  designed, 
to  strengthen  his  connexion  with  God,  and  to  prepare  him  for  the 
approaching  dissolution  of  all  earthly  ties.  I  now  see  him  tossed 
on  the  ocean;  but  his  heart  is  fixed  on  the  rock  of  ages.  He  is 
borne  to  another  hemisphere,  but  everywhere  he  sees  the  footsteps 
and  feels  the  presence  of  Grod.  New  constellations  roll  over  his 
head,  but  they  guide  his  mind  to  the  same  Heaven,  which  was  his 
hope  at  home.  I  see  him  at  the  extremity  of  Africa,  adoring  God 
in  the  new  creation  which  spreads  around  him,  and  thanking  him 
with  emotion  for  the  new  strength,  which  that  mild  atmosphere 
communicated.  I  see  him  too  in  the  trying  scene  which  followed, 
when  he  withered  and  shrunk  like  a  frail  plant  under  the  equinoc- 
tial sun,  still  building  piety  on  suffering,  and  growing  in  submission, 
as  hope  declined.  He  does  not  indeed  look  without  an  occasional 
sinking  of  the  heart,  without  some  shudderings  of  nature,  to  a  for- 
eign soil  as  his  appointed  grave.  But  he  remembers,  that  from 
every  region  there  is  a  path  to  immortality,  and  that  the  spirit, 
which  religion  has  refined,  wherever  freed  from  the  body,  will  find 
its  native  country.  He  does  not  indeed  think  without  emotion  of 
home, — a  thought,  how  trying  to  a  sick  and  dying  man,  in  a  land 
of  strangers!  But  God,  whom  he  adores  as  everywhere  present, 
seems  to  him  a  bond  of  union  to  distant  friends,  and  he  finds  relief 
in  committing  them  to  his  care  and  mercy. — At  length  I  see  him 
expire;  but  not  until  suffering  has  done  its  work  of  discipline  and 
purification.  His  end  is  tranquil,  like  his  own  mild  spirit;  and  I 
follow  him — not  to  the  tomb,  for  that  lifeless  body  b  not  he — but 
to  the  society  of  the  just  made  perfect.  His  pains  are  now  past. 
He  has  found  a  better  home,  than  this  place  of  his  nativity  and 
earthly  residence.  Without  the  tossings  of  another  voyage,  he  has 
entered  a  secure  haven.  The  fever  no  longer  bums  in  his  veins; 
the  hollow  and  deep  voice  no  longer  sends  forth  ominous  sounds 
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Disease  and  death,  having  accomplished  their  purpose,  have  lost 
their  power,  and  he  remembers,  with  gratitude,  the  kind  severity 
with  which  thej  conducted  him  to  a  nobler  life,  than  that  which 
they  took  away.  Such  is  the  aspect  which  this  dispensation  now 
wears;  how  different  from  that  which  it  first  presented  to  sense 
and  imagination! 

Let  me  pay  a  short  tribute  to  his  memory.  It  is  a  duty,  which 
I  perform  with  a  melancholy  pleasure.  His  character  was  one, 
which  it  is  soothing  to  remember.  It  comes  over  the  mind,  like 
the  tranquillizing  breath  of  spring.  It  asks  no  embellishment.  It 
would  be  injured  by  a  strained  and  labored  eulogy. 

The  character  of  our  friend  was  distinguished  by  blandness, 
mildness,  equableness  and  harmony.  All  the  elements  were  tem- 
pered in  him  kindly  and  happily.  He  passed  through  the  storms, 
tumults  and  collisions  of  human  life,  with  a  benignity  akin  to  that 
which  marked  our  perfect  guide  and  example.  This  mild  and 
bland  temper  spread  itself  over  the  whole  man.  His  manners,  his 
understanding,  his  piety,  all  received  a  hue  from  it,  just  as  a  soft 
atmosphere  communicates  its  own  tender  and  tranquil  character  to 
every  object  and  scene  viewed  through  it. 

With  this  peculiar  mildness  he  united  firmness.  His  purposes, 
whilst  maintained  without  violence,  were  never  surrendered  but  to 
conviction.  His  opinions,  though  defended  with  singular  candor, 
he  would  have  sealed  with  his  blood.  He  possessed  the  only  true 
dignity,  that  which  results  from  proposing  habitually  a  lofty  stand- 
ard of  feeling  and  action;  and  accordingly  the  love,  which  he  call- 
ed forth,  was  always  tempered  with  respect.  He  was  one  of  the 
last  men  to  be  approached  with  a  rude  familiarity. 

His  piety  was  a  deep  sentiment.  It  had  struck  through  and  en- 
twined itself  with  his  whole  soul.  In  the  freedom  of  conversation 
I  have  seen  how  intimately  God  was  present  to  him.  But  his  piety 
partook  of  the  general  temperament  of  his  mind.  It  was  warm, 
but  not  heated;  earnest,  but  tranquil;  a  habit,  not  an  impulse;  the 
air  which  he  breathed,  not  a  tempestuous  wind,  giving  occasional 
violence  to  his  emotions.  A  constant  dew  seemed  to  distil  on  him 
from  heaven,  giving  freshness  to  his  devout  sensibilities;  but  it 
was  a  gentle  influence,  seen  not  in  its  falling,  but  in  its  fruits. 
His  piety  appeared  chiefly  in  gratitude  and  submission,  sentiments 
peculiarly  suited  to  such  a  mind  as  his.  He  felt  strongly,  that 
Crod  had  crowned  his  life  with  peculiar  goodness,  and  yet,  when  his 
blessings  were  withdrawn,  his  acquiescence  was  as  deep  and  sin- 
cere as  his  thankfulness.     His  devotional  exercises  in  public  were 
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particularly  striking.  He  came  to  the  nercy-eeat,  as  one,  who 
was  nQt  a  stranger  there.  He  seemed  to  inherit  from  his  ven- 
erable father  the  gifl  of  prayer.  His  acts  of  adoration  discovered 
a  mind  penetrated  by  the  majesty  and  purity  of  God;  but  his  sub- 
lime conceptions  of  these  attributes  were*  always  tempered  and 
softened  by  a  sense  of  the  divine  benignity.  The  Paternal  character 
ui  Grod  was  not  only  his  belief,  but  had  become  a  part  of  his  mind. 
He  never  forgot,  that  he  ^  worshipped  the  Father.'  His  firm  con- 
viction of  the  strict  and  proper  unity  of  the  divine  nature  taught 
him  to  unite  and  concentrate  in  his  conception  of  the  Father,  all 
that  is  lovely  and  attractive,  as  well  as  all  that  is  solemn  and  veif- 
erable;  and  the  general  effect  of  his  prayers  was  to  diffuse  a  devout 
calmness,  a  filial  confidence,  over  the  minds  of  his  pious  hearers. 
His  understanding  was  of  a  high  order;  active,  vigorous  and 
patient;  capable  of  exerting  itself  with  success  on  every  subject; 
collecting  materials  and  illustrations  from  every  scene;  and  stored 
with  a  rich  and  various  knowledge,  which  few  have  accumulated 
at  so  early  an  age.  His  understanding,  however,  was  in  harmony 
with  his  whole  character.  It  was  not  so  much  distinguished  by 
boldness,  rapidity  and  ardor,  as  by  composed  energy,  judiciousness, 
and  expansiveness.  His  views  were  often  original  and  often  pro- 
found, but  were  especially  marked  by  justness,  clearness  and  com- 
pass of  thought.  I  have  never  known  a  man,  so  young,  of  riper 
judgment,  of  more  deliberate  investigation,  and  of  more  compre- 
hensive views  of  all  the  bearings  and  connexions  of  a  subject,  on 
which  he  was  called  to  decide.  He  was  singularly  fi-ee  from  the 
error  into  which  young  preachers  most  readily  fall,  of  overstating 
arguments,,  and  exaggerating  and  straining  the  particular  topics 
which  they  wish  to  enforce.  But  in  avoiding  extravagance,  he  did 
not  fall  into  tameness.  There  was  a  force  and  freshness  in  his 
conQe]ptions;  and  even  when  he  communicated  the  thoughts  of 
others,  he  first  grafted  them  on  his  own  mind,  so  that  they  had  the 
raciness  of  a  native  growth.  His  opinions  were  the  results  of 
much  mental  action,  of  many  comparisons,  of  large  and  liberal 
thinkings  of  looking  at  a  subject  on  every  side;  and  they  were  ex- 
pressed with  those  limitations,  which  long  experience  suggests  to 
others.  He  rea)l  with  pleasure  the  bold  and  brilliant  speculations 
of  more  adventurous  minds;  but  he  reserved  his  beUef  for  evidence, 
for  truth;  and  if  the  most  valuable  gift  of  the  understanding  be  an 
enlarged,  discriminating  judgment,  then  his  was  a  most  highly 
gifted  mind. 
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From  a  mind  so  balaftced,  we  could  hardlj  expc^et  that  fenrid 
eloquence,  whieh  electrifies  an  assembly,  and  makes  the  y^er 
for  a  moment  an  absohite  sovereign  over  the  souls  of  men.  His 
influence,  like  that  of  the  great  powers  in  the  natnrid  world^  was 
mild  and  noiseless,  but  penetrating  and  enduring.  That  oratorj, 
which  overwhelms  and  beai^  us  away  like  a  torrent,  almost  a^ 
Ways  partakes  of  exaggeration  and  extravagance,  and  could  not 
easily  be  reconciled  with  the  distmguishing  properties  of  Ws 
mind. — His  imagination  was  fruitful  and  creative;  but,  in  accord- 
ance with  his  whole  character,  it  derived  its  illustrations  more  fre- 
quently from  regions  of  beauty  than  of  grandeur,  and  it  imparted  a 
Coloring,  ct  once  rich  and  sofl,  and  a  peculiar  grace  to  every  sub- 
ject susceptible  of  ornament. — His  command  over  language  Wns 
^reat.  His  style  was  various,  vigorous,  unborrowed;  abounding 
in  felicities  of  expression,  and  singularly  free  from  that  triteness 
and  that  monotonous  structure,  which  the  habit  of  rapid  composi- 
fion  on  familiar  subjects  almost  forces  on  the  preacher,  and  which 
so  oflen  enervate  the  most  powerful  find  heart-stirring  truths. — His 
character  as  a  preacher  needs  no  other  testimony  than  the  knpres^ 
sion  lefl  on  his  constant  and  most  enlightened  hearers.  To  these, 
who  could  best  judge  of  his  intellectual  resources,  and  of  his  devo- 
tion to  his  work,  his  public  services  were  more  and  more  interest- 
ing. They  tell  us  of  the  affluence  of  his  thoughts,  of  the  beauty 
of  his  imagery,  of  the  tenderness  and  earnestness  of  his  persuasion, 
of  the  tmion  of  judgment  and  sensibility  in  his  discourses,  and  of 
the  wisdom  with  which  he  displayed  at  the  same  moment  the  sub- 
limity and  practicableness  of  christian  virtue.  They  tell  us,  that 
the  early  ripeness  of  his  mind  did  not  check  its  growth;  but  that 
ttvery  year  enlarged  his  treasures  and  powers.  Their  tears  and 
countenances  tell  us,  more  movingly  than  words,  their  deep  sorrow, 
now  that  they  shall  hear  his  voice  no  more. 

Of  his  social  character  I  need  not  speak  to  you.  No  one,  who 
ever  met  him  in  a  friendly  circle,  can  easily  forget  the  attraction 
df  his  manners  and  conversation.  He  carried  into  society  a  cheer- 
fblness,  and  sunshine  of  the  soul,  derived  partly  fVom  constitution, 
Ahd  partly  from  his  bright,  confiding  views  of  religion;  h  delicacy, 
which  instinctively  shrunk  from  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  hum- 
blest human  being ;  a  disposition  to  sympathize  with  every  innocent 
enjoyment;  and  this  power  of  communicating  with  ease  and  interest 
the  riches  of  his  mind.  Without  t^flbtt,  he  Won  the  hearts  of  men 
to  a  singular  degree.     Never  was  man  more  universally  beloved. 
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£yeD  in  sickness  and  in  foreign  lands^  he  continued  to  attract 
frie^ds^^and  it  is  our  consolation  t6  know,  that  he  drew  from  stran- 
gers muQh  of  that  kindness  which  blessed  him  at  home. 

In  his  sickness  I  was  particularly  struck  with  his  submission  to 
God,  and  his  affection  for  his  people.  His  submission  seemed  en- 
tire. There  was  no  alloy  of  impatience  or  distrust.  His  sickness 
was  a  severe  trial;  for  his  heart  was  bound  up  in  his  profession, 
and  if  in  anything  his  ambition  was  excessive,  it  was  in  his  desire  to 
enrich  his  mind  by  laborious  study.  He  felt  deeply  his  privation, 
and  he  looked  forward  to  an  early  death  as  a  probable  event.  Bnt 
he  bowed  to  Providence  without  a  murmur.  He  spoke  only  of  the 
divine  goodness.  ^  I  am  in  God's  hand,  and  his  will  be  ^^e,'  were 
familiar  sentiments,  not  uttered  with  commonplace  and  mechanical 
formality,  but  issuing,  as  his  tones  and  countenance  discovered, 
from  the  very  depths  of  his  heart.  A  firmer  and  calmer  submis- 
sion could  hardly  have  been  formed  by  a  long  life  of  suffering. 

His  feelings  towards  the  congregation  which  he  served,  seemed 
at  times  too  strong  for  the  self-possession  and  calmness  by  which 
he  was  characterised.  Their  kindness  overpowered  him.  The 
only  tears,  which  I  saw  start  from  his  eyes,  flowed  from  this  source. 
In  my  last  interview  with  him,  a  day  or  two  befbre  his  voyage,  I 
said  to  him,  '  I  trust  that  you  will  return,  but  I  fear  you  cannot 
safely  continue  your  pastoral  relation.  We  have,  however,  another 
employment  for  you,  in  which  you  may  be  useful  and  happy.'  He 
answered,  '  If  I  get  strength  I  shall  use  it  for  my  people.  I  am 
willing  to  hazard  my  life  for  their  sakes.  I  would  preach  to  them, 
although  the  effort  should  shorten  my  days.'  He  added — ^  Should 
I  forsake  them  after  the  kindness  I  have  received,  the  cause  of 
religion  and  of  the  ministry  might  suffer;  and  to  this  cause  I  ought 
and  am  willing  to  make  any  sacrifices.' — Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of 
our  lamented  friend.  He  was  one  of  the  most  blameless  men,  of 
the  most  devoted  ministers,  and  of  the  fairest  examples  of  the  dis- 
tinguishing virtues  of  Christianity. 
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